
PART III 

WHAT IS A COMPLETED DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION 
AND MUST SUCH A REVOLUTION PRECEDE SOCIALISM? 

In 1847, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels wrote: 

" •.. the first step in the revolution by the 
working class is to raise the proletariat 
to the position of ruling class, to win the 
battle of democracy." 1/

Written several months prior to an expected bourgeois rev­
olution in Germany, the above words took the success of the 
pending German bourgeois revolution for granted, with that rev­
olution being " ... but the P,relude to _an immediately following 
proletarian revolution." Y However, after experiencing brief 
success, the 1848 bourgeois revolution in Germany succumbed to 
feudal counterrevolution. According to Marx, an important rea­
son for the above revolution's failure was that the German lib­
eral bourgeoisie deserted the ranks of the people and sided 
with the feudal absolutist party. Marx prophesied that in an 
impending revolution Germany's petty bourgeoisie would play a 
similar role. Nevertheless, stressed Marx,

"The relation of the revolutionary workers' 
party to the petty-bourgeois democrats is 
this: it marches with them against the fac­
tion which it aims at overthrowing, it op­
poses them in everyth,ing whereby they seek 
to consolidate their position in their own 
interests." V

Marx continues: 

"While the democratic petty bourgeois wish 
to bring the revolution to a conclusion as 
quickly as possible ... it is our interest 
and our task to make the revolution perma­
nent, until all more or less possessing 
classes have been forced out of their po­
sition of dominance, until the proletariat. 
has conquered state power .... {However) That 
during the revolution the pet�y-bourgeois 
democracy will for a moment obtain predom­
inating inftqence in Germany is not open 
to doubt." V 

1/ See P.62 
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