\RABBLE-ROUSE

Committee for a Revolutionary Commmist Farty i Australia

On 26th January 1788 a simple
ceremony took place at Circular Quay in
Sydney. The Union Jack was unfurled
and after a few speeches by the newly
armived Govemnor Phillip and his
officials, a detachment of marines aimed
their guns into the sky and let go with a
volley of shots:- a symbolic declaration
of war against the indigenous peoples of
Australia. And every January 26th the
Australian ruling class and its
reactionary social base celebrate
Australia’s "birthday" with a patriotic
belch of reactionary Australia-first
) The repressive tolerance which
the ruling class displays towards Koori
survival celebrations, and multiculfural
festivals notwithstanding, Australia Day
is an aggressive assertion of the ugly
white "Aussie” chauvinist, . speak-
English-only identity of the oppressor
nation.

The history of Australia is a
history of a repeatedly bloody struggle
of the indigenous peoples against
genocide, systematic theft of their land
and destruction of their culture which
continues through to the present. The
systematic open slaughter continuing to
the 1930s where Koories were hunted
down, and food and water were laced
with poison has given way to wide scale
imprisonment, routine police bashings
and demal of basic rights and needs.

The genocide hasn't stopped,
only the form it takes has changed. The
High Court decision in the Mabo case,
and the related native title laws, rubber
stamps genocide and land theft, whilst
offering a few swamps and deserts to a
select handful. The forced removal of
Koori children from their parents under
the various "Aborigines Protection Acts"
might have ceased, but the outrageously
high rate of Koori children and youth in
detention centres and jails shows that

We uphold the right of the
Indigenous peoples to rebel against
genocidal Australian impenalism and

throw off the chains of national
oppression. We fully support the just
struggle of the Indigenous peoples for
genuine self-determination. Koories
have the right to live according to their
own laws and customs, up to and
including  secession.  Australian
imperialism owes reparations for its
genocidal crimes.
"We challenge anyone to give an
explanation of why they are patriotic
Australians which can't be shown to

come down to them wanting to perpet-
uate a situation where they have a

position of privilege at the expense of,

and at the cost of tremendous suffering

' to, the great majority of the world's people,

The history of Australia is also
a history of a "White Australia" with the
body of legislation known as the White
Australia Policy laying the ground for
the recurrent waves of white chauvinism
directed against immigrants, especially
those who come here fleeing from
oppressed countries devastated by
imperialist domination, or political
persecution.

Wealth and prvilege in
Australia was founded upon the brutal
dispossession of the indigenous peoples
and built up through: the parasitic
relations Australia has with the
oppressed countries of the Third
World", the privileged inter-imperialist
relations Australia maintains in the
West, and the exploitation of
proletarian,  especially  immigrant
proletarian, labour at home.

We challenge anyone to give an
explanation of why they are patriotic
Australians which can't be shown to
come down to them wanting to
perpetuate a situation where they have a
position of privilege at the expense of,
and at the cost of tremendous suffering
to, the great majority of the world’s

people, including the dispossessed
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Indigenous peoples of Australia.

In preparation for their
centenary of Federation on January 1st,
2001, the Australian impenalists
(govemment and businesses alike) are
flat out trying to forge the reactionary
national umty they need to defend and
extend their piece of the New World
Order. This is what the manufactured
"republican debate” is all about. It is a
ruling class squabble over how best to
advance Australia’s national (ie
imperialist) interests. No matter what
the Australian flag looks like, it will
always represent the class enemy. Our
flag is the red flag of intemational
proletarian  revolution, not the
bloodstained rag of the rling class.

Australia, as a lesser
mmpenalist, has always intensely
manceuvred for its own interests
through close alliances with major
impenalists. This “does not mean
Australia is oppressed in any way,
because whilst the Australian ruling
class doesn't always act on its own, it
doesn't mean it isn't acting in its own
interests. Since the era of impenalism,
the Australian monopoly capitalists
have relied on close inter-imperialist
aliances, advanced their own
imperialist interests and enforced the
imperialist world order old and 'new’
from Afiica to the Middle East to Asia
and the Pacific. Bougainville, Timor,
Vietnam, etc, etc, etc.

The proletariat and oppressed
and revolutionary people completely
reject Australia Day. We are
proletarian internationalists, not
Australians. We don't have a country.
It doesn't belong to the working class
and oppressed people in this country.
We just happen to live here, that's all.

The oppressed people of the
world can't be free if exploiting
imperialist countries like Australia are
left to continue their domination of the
world. The Australian imperialists and

the whole capitalist system around the
world must be forcibly overthrown.
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some rural towns
they are in a majority and in some
urban centres there are areas where
they are in significant numbers.

What is the relationship
between the struggle of Australia's
indigenous people to end their
oppression and other struggles
against the system? How can this
all be brought together to build a
revolutionary movement that can
really bring down this system?

Australia’'s indigenous peoples
are not merely subject to racist
discrimination. Our Koori sisters
and brothers are subject to national
oppression.

Land theft, denial of democratic
rights, violent police repression,
genocidal attacks upon their
cultures, languages and families,
exploitation as members of the
working class, with permanently
high unemployment, the poorest
paid jobs, the worst housing, the
worst health care and notoriously
high arrest and imprisonment
rates—all this and more is daily life

-and _ national

secession.
Similarly the Koori call for
reparations should be supported.

Communists favour and
encourage the revolutionary unity
of all oppressed peoples. At the
same time, the communists and
class-conscious masses must
actively support the Koori right to
live on their own autonomous
tribal lands, according to their own
tribal laws and customs—in united
revolutionary struggle now; and in
the future proletariar® socialist
state. _

Upholding the just struggles
rights of the
indigenous peoples for genuine
self-determination is one of the
key cornerstones around which the
unity of the revolutionary people
is 10 be built.

At the same time, communists
patiently explain to the indigenous
proletarians that their real
interests lie in fighting alongside
proletarians the world over for
communism

Australia on the basis of MLM is the
communists in Australia.

— There i8 an urgent need for a
revolutionary movement in Anstralia leading
the people to fight back, moving the masses
of people to battle the system today in a way
that is guided by revolutionary ideo! and
serves revolutionary aims. Through this the
revolutionary consciousness and organis-
ation of the the masses must gain fighting
experience in class struggle and be built up,
preparing the revolutionary people to wage
People’s War when the conditions are ripe.
1996—A Year For Revolutionary
Preparations! Take Up The Siruggle To
Build & Strengthen The Revolutionary
Movement In Australia! Reconstitute The
Communist Party Of Australia On The Basis
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism!
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