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T
he U.S. is set on a path of em-

pire building to maximize prof-

its for the capitalist class at the

expense of the masses' sweat

and blood worldwide.  To achieve max-

imum exploitation, capital must in-

crease and maximize its control of the

the lives of the workers.  The struggle is

becoming one of survival of one class or

the other.

How do we stop the avalanche of at-

tacks on our daily lives – on our stan-

dard of living or civil rights? How do

we insure a future for humanity – free of

wars, free of hunger and persecution,

free of terror.  Answering these ques-

tions in the interests of our class re-

quires strategy. Strategy is a carefully

devised plan of action to achieve a goal

within a particular stage of the revolu-

tionary process. 

The League of Revolutionaries for a

New America’s understanding of strate-

gy is derived from historical revolution-

ary experience. “Strategy,” Vladimir

Lenin wrote in State and Revolution, “is

defined as the determination of the di-

rection of the main blow of the prole-

tariat at a given stage of the revolution,

the elaboration of the corresponding

plan for the disposition of the revolu-

tionary forces . . . and the fight to carry

out this plan throughout the given stage

of the revolution.” 

Revolutionaries rely on this under-

standing to draft a plan of action. They

begin with an assessment in order to de-

fine the direction of the main blow. An

assessment measures the strength of the

contending forces – those of the work-

ers’ and those of capital – and the envi-

ronment in which they operate. From

this, revolutionaries can determine

where to concentrate forces in order to

achieve the end result.

Today, any assessment has to take

into account the qualitative changes in

the means of production. Production

with electronics qualitatively replaces

labor and creates a world market. In the

creation of a world market, national cor-

porations become multinational, multi-

nationals become transnational, and

transnational corporations become

supranational. The national state trans-

forms from an imperialist welfare state

based on bribery, to a market state based

on legal and extralegal violence to pro-

tect domestic and supranational capital.

Supranational corporations blend into

and become part of the national states.

The emergence and merging of the eco-

nomic and political struggles express

the social and economic revolutions tak-

ing place in the objective arena. There is

no resolution but the abolition of private

property and its transformation into

public property.

These world historic changes have

not benefited worker and capitalist

equally. The widening gap between rich

and poor is laying bare the antagonisms

of an economic system in which the bot-

tom line is profit at any cost. This is

causing the mass dislocation of workers

everywhere. This year, Forbes reported

that there are 793 billionaires worldwide

whose collective value is $2.6 trillion.

The U.S. is leading the pack with more

than half of those billionaires whose

collective value is almost half of the

$2.6 trillion. Meanwhile, millions

throughout the world live on less than

$2 a day. 

With electronics introduced in the

production process, the basis of capital-

ism – the buying and selling of labor

power – slowly erodes, creating a new

class at least partly outside the capitalist

system. These displaced workers must

increasingly fight the capitalist system

to survive.  It is this new class of dispos-

sessed workers that is emerging as the

social vanguard in the fight for the nec-

essaries of life against the corporate

state power. “You have nothing to lose

but your chains” accurately reflects the

content of today’s times.

Poverty never made a revolution. As

long as the workers remain tied ideolog-

ically and politically to the capitalists,

they will never be able to achieve their

goals of a peaceful and stable life. His-

torically, the strength of capital has re-

lied in the support given by the masses.

This support is based on bribery.

Bribery is based on national imperial-

ism. As the foundation for this bribery

crumbles, openings appear for politi-

cizing the masses about their class in-

terests. 

The breaking of the connection be-

tween the workers and the capitalists –

already a reality in the economic

sphere – must be mirrored in the ideo-

logical, and ultimately, the political

sphere. Nothing can move forward un-

til a broad section of the masses under-

stand this, and a section, at least, is

prepared to break with the interests of

the capitalists and organize themselves

politically in accordance with their

class interests. 

As a result, the strategy of the

League is to politicize the masses, and

to supply the emerging revolutionaries

who are fighting around the practical

demands of the class with the political

propaganda and education that will

round out their fight. The League con-

veys an understanding of the roots of

the problem, brings ever to the fore the

class interests at stake, and disseminates

a vision of what is possible and its strat-

egy to achieve that vision.

But we still need to determine the

main blow.  Transformation proceeds

through polarization and destruction. As

the connections that have held society

together start to unravel, the opportunity

for real change presents itself.  Once po-

larization begins, revolutionaries do not

attempt to hold it back, but work in such

a way as to throw their blow at the mid-

dle. In this way, they assist in breaking

the process free of its confines, making

transformation possible.

What’s important here is the word di-

rection. For example, do we spend time

and resources on throwing the main

blow at President Bush & Co. or at the

Democrats?  It is becoming clear to a

growing number of revolutionaries that

they will not be able to free themselves

from their political enemy by “fighting

the right,” but instead have to throw

their blow at the middle, the Democratic

Party. It is this middle that ties the work-

ers to their enemy and makes them po-

litically impotent, and ties them by a

thousand threads to the “right” making

them incapable of fighting for their in-

terests. 

We throw the blow at the middle in

such a way that we teach the class that

they form a class with interests separate

and independent from those of the capi-

talists. At every opportunity, the League

hammers at this point. Without this in-

dependent class thinking, the workers

will fall prey to the so-called leaders

who claim to represent their interests,

but whose leadership intends only to

make the corporations wealthier and

leave the capitalists’ political power un-

touched. 

The League’s mission is designed to

accomplish its strategy:  “Tens of thou-

sands of socially conscious people de-

clare themselves revolutionaries in

opposition to the degenerating social

and economic conditions. The League's

mission is to unite these scattered revo-

lutionaries on the basis of the demands

of the new class, to educate and win

them over to the cooperative, commu-

nist resolution of the problem.” (Pro-

gram, League of Revolutionaries for a

New America, 2007)

Every day, events confirm the cor-

rectness of this mission. Revolutionaries

are surging forward from the rubble that

Hurricane Katrina left behind, from the

ghost towns where steel mills and auto

plants once roared with fire, from the

peace movement and from the fight to

make our government respect every-

one’s civil rights. 

It is in these struggles and more that

our members are building an organiza-

tion of revolutionaries. It is here that the

League has staked out its future – with

these revolutionaries who hold dear the

program of the new class – for peace

and the eradication of poverty from the

planet. It is here that we introduce into

the struggle the class consciousness of

who is the enemy, what is the solution to
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ca, December 2007

T
he outlines of political polariza-

tion are coming into focus.

These beginning phases of po-

litical polarization frame our

tasks, our work, and our policy. The

League stands on its firm grasp of the

content of the time to continually assess

the particular stages of the revolutionary

process. We do this in order to deliber-

ate politically – to identify what to pri-

oritize and where to concentrate, and the

specific political and organizational

steps that will advance us toward our

mission and our vision.  

The foundation for the political polar-

ization we are heading for is very differ-

ent from past periods.  The polarization

leading up to the Civil War, for exam-

ple, was based on a split within the cap-

italist class. It was a period when the

capitalist system was expanding and the

social connections, particularly between

the workers and the capitalists, were

strengthened. Today, we see that labor-

replacing technology is destroying val-

ue, the very foundation of capitalism.

Profound social destruction follows in

its wake, breaking the connection (in

production and society) between the

capitalists and the workers. Antagonism

and destruction – this is the foundation

for the political polarization for which

we are preparing.

The ruling class must guarantee that

private property is protected at all costs.

Our class must abolish private property

and replace it with public property. The

League presents the resolution of the

problem, the necessity for political pow-

er to implement that resolution, and a

strategy for achieving that. Everything

we do follows from that resolution and

that strategy.

POLITICAL POLARIZATION:
WHY IT IS IMPORTANT

Polarization is the process of oppos-

ing poles being wrenched apart, de-

stroying what held them together and

made them what they were.  As the rela-

tions that developed on the old material

basis are torn apart, the opportunity aris-

es to propagandize for and fight to es-

tablish new relations. Production

without labor calls for distribution with-

out money. This process begins as part

of a leap, with the introduction of a new

quality. It is only under such conditions

that transformation is possible. 

Faced with the fraying bonds that

once held it together, all of society is

pulled into the struggle to reconstitute

society on the basis of the new means of

production. Political polarization is the

wrenching apart of the poles that for-

merly held together the quality they

made up. The poles then confront each

other externally (rather than within their

former connection) and fight it out po-

litically (and/or militarily) as external

entities. Polarization in society is the re-

sult of polarization in the economy. As

the society polarizes, the factions turn

against one another. A process of de-

struction of the old order takes place

and a new process emerges from this

struggle and destruction. The culmina-

tion of this process is the class struggle

for political power. It depends upon the

conscious and deliberate action of one

class against another – and more specif-

ically, the action of one class against the

political authority of another class, that

is, against the state. This requires that

each side fully understand its class inter-

ests and goals.

Political polarization is a process and

proceeds through stages. It rests on and

eventually follows the stages of devel-

opment of economic and social process-

es. The volatile and increasingly

dangerous international situation is the

overall context in which the political po-

larization will progress. War, geopoliti-

cal shifts, economic collapse, and the

destruction of social institutions (includ-

ing the two-party system) are shaping

and accelerating the process. 

Inevitably, people react on the basis

of the world as it was, not what it is be-

coming. They seek ways to intellectual-

ly understand what they face. All kinds

of forces struggle to determine the di-

rection society should go. Step by step,

the interplay of objective conditions and

the battle for the minds of the class de-

velop to a point where neither the ruling

class nor the working class can live in

the old way. A revolutionary situation

then begins to mature. Objective factors

create the possibilities, but without the

proper intellectual, ideological and po-

litical understanding our class will fail

in its attempts to transform society in its

interests.

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

At this stage, the struggle is not pre-

senting itself in pure class forms, but as

a social struggle over the distribution of

the necessaries of life. All sectors of so-

ciety are involved. It is a social motion

in response to the massive destruction

brought on by the changes in the econo-

my, made worse by the ongoing trans-

formation of the state, war, and the

dismantling of social programs. The

new class develops within this motion.

The social struggle is the environment

in which to prepare for political strug-

gle. 

The economic and social polarization

is quite advanced. The destruction of

value taking place in the real estate mar-

ket and the effect that will have on the

financial system is accelerating the po-

larization of wealth. We can anticipate a

corresponding social response. The

workers have little understanding of the

meaning of the conditions they face or

the significance of their historical role,

but are beginning to find ways to carry

on a fight against the eroding material

conditions. It is in this environment we

can make some headway in building an

organization of revolutionaries by edu-

cating the people about their real inter-

ests — so that the social and political

process is in line with and reflects the

economic process. 

The confusion that exists in the minds

of the people should not distract us from

the advances that have occurred or the

possibilities and dangers that the situa-

tion presents. The general discontent,

the disillusionment with the two politi-

cal parties, the anti-capitalist sentiments

arising in some sectors, are all impulses

the organization can rely on to break the

people’s reliance on the “leaders” the

capitalists have chosen for us. Even the

susceptibility to misdirection, populism,

and agitation for a fascist movement can

be seen as evidence of possibilities.

People are looking for answers, and it is

clear that they turn to what is available –

religion (or at least the church) and fas-

cism (or at least populism).

The resolution of society’s problems

requires more than an intensification of

the social struggle.

Our tactic is to break the hold the De-

mocratic Party has on the workers,

keeping them dependent upon the capi-

talists. This is why our focus is to throw

the blow at the middle. In this context,

our tactic is to free the thinking of the

revolutionaries from the ideological

constraints imposed by the enemy class.

Articulating a program that solves the

problems of society is a first step in the

political development of the new class.

The committee system, the development

of the press of the movement, and all the

efforts to break out of our self-contain-

ment are designed for this moment. We

have to be in position amongst the peo-

ple in order to win them away from cap-

italism and to a system of social

cooperation. 

TASKS OF THE LEAGUE

We are reorganizing the League so

we can disperse into the social struggle

and make contact with the revolutionar-

ies. We have an understanding of the

problem, a strategy to resolve it and a

mission that guides us. But this is just

the beginning. We have to disperse with

clarity of purpose, armed with specific

assessments in each area of what it will

take to properly introduce a class pro-

gram into the social struggle, a plan for

doing so, and a style of work that allows

us to connect to the various networks of

revolutionaries. It means using our po-

litical tactics and propaganda to push

the process along. To do this, we need

an accurate assessment of the mood of

the people and what they are thinking. A

system of ongoing education and con-

solidation is key to preparing the revo-

lutionaries in the League to carry out the

program.

Propaganda is our connection to the

revolutionaries. Political polarization

cannot develop as long as workers con-

tinue to think like their enemy. Our pro-

gram clearly states our mission. Every

committee is responsible to carry out

that mission. The work of every individ-

ual and collective has to reflect our un-

derstanding of the objectivity of what is

happening, and to act on that.

Prepare Now for the Battles Ahead

EDITORIAL POLICY

R a l • l y
to bring back together and put in

a state of order, as retreating
troops  [to return to attack] 

C o m • r a d e
a person with whom one is allied

in a struggle 
or cause

I
n this period of growing motion and

developing polarization, Rally, Com-
rades! provides a strategic outlook

for the revolutionaries by indicating and

illuminating the line of march of the

revolutionary process. It presents a pole

of scientific clarity to the conscious rev-

olutionaries, examines and analyzes the

real problems of the revolutionary

movement, and draws political conclu-

sions for the tasks of revolutionaries at

each stage of development in order to

prepare for future stages.

It is a vehicle to reach out and com-

municate with revolutionaries both

within the League and outside of the

League to engage them in debate and

discussion and to provide a forum for

these discussions. Articles represent the

position and policies of the League of

Revolutionaries for a New America.
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“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate
to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high
with difficulty, and we must rise with the occa-
sion. As our case is new, so we must think anew
and act anew. We must disenthrall ourselves, and
then we shall save our country.” 

Abraham Lincoln, 
Second Annual Message, 
December 1862

I
n this, his speech announcing his

reasons for issuing the Emancipa-

tion Proclamation, President Abra-

ham Lincoln acknowledged the

essential ingredient of the mind in win-

ning a war. Hard pressed by critics, sab-

otage, and a succession of military

losses, Lincoln understood that just as

the millions of enslaved were the Con-

federacy’s strength, so were they its

Achilles heel. If the Union was to have a

chance at victory, thinking had to be

aligned with reality.

The LRNA Standing Committee re-

port, “Prepare Now for the Battles

Ahead,” shows both the opportunity and

dangers in the current situation. The on-

going polarization in society will in-

evitably make itself felt within the

political realm. In fact, we see the be-

ginnings of this everywhere and across

the political spectrum. 

Polarization is the prelude to transfor-

mation. There is nothing pre-determined

about the outcome. Where we end up

depends on people’s understanding of

the reasons for the problems they face,

on their taking up a resolution that con-

forms to the possibilities, and on strate-

gy and tactics that are designed to turn

those possibilities into reality. Revolu-

tionaries do not try to hold back the po-

larization, but work everywhere and

always toward the goal of separating the

workers intellectually and politically

from the control of the capitalist class.  

This is a huge task, and cannot be

done without a clear understanding and

application of strategy.  The article,

“The Revolutionary Concept of Strate-

gy,” outlines this strategic perspective

and details the methodology of ap-

proaching the work.  By making an as-

sessment of the objective conditions and

the contending forces, we can see the

opportunities, as well as the problems

we face. We use the assessment to deter-

mine the direction of the main blow.

The growing polarization dictates that

we throw our blow at the middle – polit-

ically, this means the Democratic Party

– and by doing so, begin to free our

class to form itself according to its own

class interests. 

It is not enough however, for the old

class connections to be broken. New

bonds must form; a new unity must be

created. The common economic plight

of the dispossessed of all colors is the

basis for this unity.  “African American

Question Takes on New Meaning” un-

tangles these issues of race and class,

and shows how unity across the color

line is not only objectively possible un-

der today’s conditions, but is indispen-

sable to the formation of the new class.

Racial isolation is not the goal of the at-

tack against the black masses today, but

the growing reaction is directed at pre-

venting the political unity of the emerg-

ing new class of dispossessed,

regardless of color.

The American people are crying out

for change; with few alternatives they

can only gravitate toward the “change”

the ruling class proposes.  From differ-

ent angles and perspectives, the goal of

all the candidates of the main parties is

to bring the American people into line

with the solutions that protect private

property and allow the corporations free

rein to maximize profit. 

The statement from the League’s

Standing Committee “Elections 2008”

calls on revolutionaries to take advan-

tage of every opportunity during the

months ahead to challenge the capital-

ists on their program, and to provide an

alternative vision to the American peo-

ple. In doing this, we can carry

out our mission of uniting the

scattered revolutionaries on the

basis of the demands of the new

class, to educate them and win

them over to the cooperative

communist resolution of the

problem. The article, “Health

Care Today” submitted by the

LRNA Committee on Health

Care, speaks not only to revolu-

tionaries in the health care move-

ment, but provides an excellent

example of how revolutionaries

can approach this task. It speaks

directly to revolutionaries within

the movement for health care,

but its perspective and method

will be useful to others, regard-

less of their areas of work. 

As we go to press, the primar-

ies are just beginning to get un-

derway. The articles in this issue

show us that we are not simply

facing politics as usual. Danger

and opportunity come hand in

hand.  In the coming months we

should always remember what is

at stake, and as we do, think of

Lincoln’s call to, “disenthrall

ourselves, and then we shall save

our country.” 

From the Standing Committee, 
League of Revolutionaries for a New America

T
he Presidential race is proving

to be volatile and unpredictable

with a growing number of

Americans becoming increas-

ingly dissatisfied with capitalist politics.

Among some, there is an increasing

awareness that people need to move to

political independence from the capital-

ist class. There are those who do not see

Democrats as the answer, but feel they

have no other option in the electoral are-

na but to fight for whatever concessions

they can get. They feel they have no

choice but to support the “lesser of two

evils” in order to make some difference

or to eke out some small relief. But no

matter where people fall in their discon-

tent with politics today, most are not ex-

actly sure what to do about it. 

This presents revolutionaries with the

opportunity to explain the growing po-

larization and its economic roots, and to

present a resolution to the problems

people face.   As discontent begins to be

expressed and people are pulled into po-

litical motion, the electoral process is

creating the opportunity to break the

ideological and political connections

that tie the workers to the capitalists.

Revolutionaries understand that the

capitalist system cannot deliver the

things people need. Corporations use

the global competition between work-

ers, widespread financial speculation

and the replacement of human labor

through automation and robotics to

maximize profits. Society as we have

known it is being destroyed. The state

apparatus is being restructured to further

the interests of the corporations, to guar-

antee the police occupation of our com-

munities, and to facilitate the

domination of the U.S. military through-

out the world. Further economic, and

thus, political and social polarization,

and the growing threat of fascism are

the results.

The billion-dollar hype around the

presidential campaigns energizes peo-

ple, but the capitalists seek only to har-

ness and control the building political

motion and legitimize their rule. Differ-

ences between the candidates are tacti-

cal only. Their success or failure is a

means of determining what the Ameri-

can people will accept. On one side,

there is the carrot of “progressive” De-

mocrats and populist platitudes, and on

the other, is the stick of fear of a far-

right victory. Both work together to tie

the workers to the ruling class. 

In this time of social destruction and

unraveling, a new class is emerging.

This new class consists of part-time and

contingent workers struggling to make

ends meet, as well as, the structurally

unemployed and the absolutely destitute

workers sleeping on the streets each

night. Dispossessed, this new class is

locked in a life and death struggle for

survival. 

The fights for homes for everyone,

universal healthcare, quality education,

living-wage jobs, disaster protection

and relief, clean water and air, to name a

few, are all needs the new class is de-

manding and fighting for everyday, not

just during election season, but every

season; not just on election day, but

every day. The anger at the new reality

and a tremendous distrust of corpora-

tions is building around the country,

providing an opportunity to raise the

agenda of the new class and to educate

people about the possibility of building

a communist society.

Our allegiance is to our class, not to

any particular candidate or ruling class

party. Revolutionaries fight for the

needs and agenda of our class, and the

elections provide us with an opportunity

to bring the demands of the class to

those fighting in the electoral arena.

People will vote their consciences, but

the real fight is larger and long term.

Key to this fight is to develop among

people a strategic perspective that oper-

ates before, during, and after the elec-

tions. The first step along this strategic

path is to unite the scattered revolution-

aries on the basis of the practical de-

mands of the new class, and to educate

them and win them over to a coopera-

tive, communist solution to the problem. 
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Editorial:To Think and Act Anew

Elections 2008: Fight for the Program of Our Class

OO
NN

LL
IINN

EE
  AA

TT
  WW

WW
WW

..RR
AA

LL
LL

YY
CC

OO
MM

RR
AA

DD
EE

SS
..NN

EE
TT



4 JAN/FEB 2008

Committee on Health Care, 
League of Revolutionaries for a New America

T
he Democratic Party, after turn-

ing its back on majority senti-

ment on the Iraq war, is

focusing on the nation’s health

care crisis in the 2008 Presidential elec-

tion. It’s a high-wire act.  How can the

Party appear to promote universal health

care while reducing what little govern-

ment responsibility still exists, and pro-

tect the needs of capital in health care

reform?

The pressure is on. Once a battle over

policy, the lack of health care is igniting

a class struggle for survival. More and

more, people understand that health care

needs to be a guaranteed human right

and that securing universal health care

with a single-payer  system – one which

replaces multiple private insurance

company payers – will advance this

fight. 

For a class increasingly made up of

part-time, contingency, undocumented

and low-wage workers with limited or

no benefits, as well as unemployed, dis-

abled and retired workers whose rights

to employment-based health care have

been destroyed, ensuring a conscious

fight for class unity is a critical respon-

sibility of revolutionaries. Furthermore,

re-framing what is truly politically pos-

sible allows us to break through a poli-

tics of compromise, where compromise

is no longer possible.

The historical role of health care un-

der capitalism, to produce and repro-

duce a work force capable of

commodity production, is changing.

Since the late 1800s, health provision in

the U.S. has been part of an industrial

social contract, a privately negotiated

relationship between workers and capi-

talists. Over the years, those with well-

paying jobs had premium

employer-based benefits, the elderly and

disabled got Medicare, the poor got

Medicaid, others got charity care at pub-

lic hospitals, and some of us received no

care at all. 

Today, fewer workers are needed for

production in a society where the tools

of production are computers, robots and

electronics. Where labor is needed,

workers are forced to compete in a glob-

al labor  market. To increase the rate of

exploitation, workers are stripped of

benefits like health care and pensions

and wages are pushed to the minimum.

Workers’ health care is increasingly ex-

pendable, and increasingly exists only

as a commodity to satisfy capital’ s fran-

tic need to expand and speculate in the

pursuit of maximum profits. 

What we have accepted as unrelated

components of health care provision are

now beginning to be seen for what they

are – as parts of one system. In a period

when a large section of the working

class either held industrial jobs or jobs

in spin-off industries and government

service, a tiered system of distribution

seemed to work for most of us. We are

witnessing the destruction of this sys-

tem, laying the basis for the awareness

with common working class interests as

a politically practical goal. 

Health care agreements in the recent

United Auto Worker (UAW) contracts

are a prime example of a union-manage-

ment restructuring that signals the be-

ginning of the end of employer-based

health care provision. General

Motors/UAW negotiations create

VEBA (Voluntary Employee Beneficia-

ry Associations) which allow automak-

ers to unload their retiree health care

obligation on to workers and their

union. When a Communication Workers

of America agreement did the same

thing a few years ago, retiree out-of-

pocket health care costs increased from

$43 a month to $690 a month. Such

agreements put an end to corporate re-

sponsibility, while guaranteeing that

workers’ money and savings continue to

move through insurers to banks and the

stock market.

At the other end of the health care

spectrum, public health care is being

systematically destroyed. The extraction

of profit from public health insurance

hastens closures such as the King-Drew

Hospital in Los Angeles. Charity Hospi-

tal in Louisiana, damaged but reparable

after the Katrina disaster, has been per-

manently closed, while plans to subsi-

dize the local purchase of private

insurance continue. Atlanta’s 113-year-

old Grady Hospital will be shuttered or

forced into a corporate governance plan

authored by the Georgia Chamber of

Commerce. Nationally, tax money used

to support Medicaid is being channeled

through private managed care corpora-

tions that make profit by restricting ac-

cess to care.  In the past, public health

was an important part of the social safe-

ty net. Now looting of public institu-

tions for capital is so important that

even total destruction of the system

seems warranted. Working people who

have relied on these institutions, for jobs

and for care, are increasingly out of

luck.

Workers who used to experience dif-

ferent interests in health reform now

have increasingly common interests.

Some of these may be new generations

of autoworkers who, because of other

provisions in the new agreements, will

labor under new, poorly-paid condi-

tions. With high health premiums, and

no pensions or retiree health care, the

ruling class has made formerly high

wage jobs into Wal-Mart jobs. Unin-

sured workers in large corporations rose

from 7 percent in 1987 to over 11 per-

cent in 2001. Those of us with job-based

health insurance have seen our premi-

ums increase almost 60 percent in six

years, reflected in the number of unin-

sured, which has exploded to over 47

million people. 

The reality is that we are moving into

a period when the fight over health care

provision, like the distribution of other

basic needs, is moving out of the arena

of bourgeois policy negotiations, and

into the arena of a political fight based

on class interests.

Politicians tell us to be pragmatic, to

get what we can or build on what al-

ready exists. But the health care system

is being destroyed – there is nothing to

build on. In fact, instead of meeting so-

cietal needs, both sides of the aisle pro-

mote proposals for one or another form

of individual mandates to buy private

insurance. This is a dead end political

strategy, forcing individuals to buy pri-

vate insurance while leaving a multi-

tiered system of corporate health care

intact and doing nothing to curb the cor-

porate appetite for profits.  

Consumer Driven Health Plans or

Health Savings Accounts (HSAs), pro-

moted more often by Republicans, also

based on individual responsibility, give

speculative capital direct access to

workers health savings. Banks, insur-

ance companies, credit unions, and

money management firms are salivating

at the prospect of making billions of

dollars in the form of fees, investments

and charges for debit cards each time a

patient sees a doctor, gets a procedure or

goes to the hospital.

For over twenty years, national health

insurance has been the moral demand of

a relatively small section of health poli-

cy activists. It is now the demand of

millions of people, and leaders in this

fight for reform are learning step by step

that a broad social movement, not sim-

ply an alliance for legislative reform, is

needed to win a fight for health care re-

form. By attempting to legislate some

form of increased individual responsi-

bility, both Democratic and Republican

proposals are intended to stave off a po-

litical threat to bourgeois leadership.

As revolutionaries in the movement

for health care, we play a key role in the

fight. In a world economy dominated by

speculative capital,  achieving universal

health care means a head on challenge

to the system of profit and private own-

ership of the necessaries of life.  The in-

troduction of new ideas that flow from

an understanding not only of the current

stage of the battle, but from a strategic

understanding of the march of history, is

the critical ingredient for creating a new

politics of the possible.

Corporate profits and privatization

have become sacred cows, and govern-

ment run medicine  the bogeyman. U.S.

workers were told, ”What is good for

GM is good for you”. In truth, corpora-

tions run the country through their con-

trol of the government. Although most

Americans see Medicare as an entitle-

ment, fear of socialized medicine has

kept our interests in government’s re-

sponsibility for health care off the table.

New realities have put it back on.

Some also believe that unity of the

trade unions or the Democratic Party,

rather than the working class as a whole,

will achieve reform. In 1994, a Califor-

nia ballot measure for single payer

health care failed largely because many

voters, despite all facts to the contrary,

were persuaded that immigrant workers,

particularly those without legal docu-

ments, were responsible for the high

cost of health care. Labor unity is essen-

tial, but that unity must be based on

fighting in the interest of the entire

working class.

Based in a history of slavery, geno-

cide and the theft of native and Mexican

lands, the capitalists’ manipulation of

inequality is our Achilles heel as a

working class.  This legacy has been ex-

pressed through a multi-tiered system of

health care. Today most of us have

worse or no health care than in 1994.

Those of us who could rely on high

quality insurance can no longer do so.

Calls to exclude any of us from health

care in this country, including undocu-

mented immigrant workers, will doom

the class struggle to achieve health care

as a right for all.  

The delivery of universal health care

at one single high standard of care is in-

compatible with the realities of world

capitalism today. At the same time, the

very technology, knowledge and global

relations that have rendered health care

a scarcity for so many, actually sets the

basis for such delivery. As workers

come to understand that reality, chal-

lenging the profits of all corporations

will lead many to question the private

ownership of the public necessaries of

life. Revolutionaries not only have a re-

sponsibility to make this process con-

scious, but it is also the only practical

politics for this time. 

A movement demanding universal,

single payer health care will increasing-

ly come up against the needs of global

capital. Revolutionaries participate in all

forms of this struggle, within and out-

side the legislative arena, exposing lies

and leading with new ideas about what

is truly politically necessary and possi-

ble. As the possibility of health care for

all is grasped, much more than national

health care will be on the table.  

Members of the LRNA Committee on
Health Care are active throughout the
country in the movement for health care.
Email rally@lrna.org for more informa-
tion. 
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B
lack History Month 2008 finds

the African Americans, indeed

the American masses, facing a

grim and uncertain future.  As

in the past, we will examine the condi-

tion of the African Americans and proj-

ect what their situation means for the

country as a whole.

First of all, we can no longer speak of

the African Americans as a "people." A

nation has been defined as an historical-

ly evolved community of language, eco-

nomic life, culture and territory.

Communities with at least one of these

attributes are generally referred to as a

"people", such as, the Jewish people.

Slavery, and especially post-Civil War

segregation, set the conditions for the

consolidation of the African Americans

as a people.  No matter which economic

class they belonged to, they faced a

common oppression, were forced to live

in common segregated areas, and

evolved a strong common culture.  The

elimination of de jure segregation al-

lowed the black elite to leave the segre-

gated areas, and work their way into the

general American elite.  To a lesser de-

gree, this also applied to the growing

ranks of black professionals, and even

to a section of the upper strata of the

black workers.

This dispersal of the African Ameri-

cans into the various economic classes

marked the beginning of the end of their

cohesion as a community or people.

Objectively, they no longer have any-

thing in common. They have no com-

mon political goals, no common

religion or social vision.  The black up-

per strata are wasting no time distancing

themselves from the poverty stricken

mass. A change in the economic situa-

tion always brings about change in po-

litical outlook.  Recently, The Los

Angeles Times reported that a study by

the Pew Research Center found  "a ma-

jority of black Americans blame indi-

vidual failings – not racial prejudice –

for the lack of economic progress by

lower-income African Americans” –  a

significant change in attitudes from the

early 1990s.”

There has always been a debate about

how to characterize the African Ameri-

can question.  Given such fundamental

economic, social, and ideological

changes in the black community, how

do we describe it? Is the question one of

class, caste, race, or nation? The reality

is that this complex question has always

held elements of each of these cate-

gories.  Changes in the social, econom-

ic, or political environment bring

different elements to the front. As an ed-

ucated, economically stable black elite

and upper middle class have moved into

mainstream America, historical ties are

being loosened. They become simply

Americans who are black. This forces

the caste element to take on new signif-

icance for the lower class that remains

locked in the "ghetto." Black History

month demands we examine their con-

dition – not simply point to the CEO's,

the professors, and the generals, the

black elite who have made it within the

system.

Despite the dramatic breakthroughs

by the black elite, the lower social strata

is economically stuck and cannot move

without fundamental changes in the en-

tire social and economic system. 

The masses of blacks suffer pro-

foundly and disproportionately from

disease and poverty. Black adults have a

mortality rate of 30 percent to 40 per-

cent higher than whites. Black men live

approximately seven years less than oth-

er racial groups, and have higher death

rates for all leading causes of death.

Among black women between 25 and

34, AIDS is now the leading cause of

death. Children are even more vulnera-

ble. Infant mortality among blacks is

higher even than some third world

countries, and black teens have mortali-

ty rates 10 times that of whites, with

homicide being their leading cause of

death.

Poor health is tied to poverty. What is

their economic condition? During the

month of June last year, 360,000 work-

ers lost their jobs. Almost half of them

were black, an indication of the fragile

condition of their economic "advances."

While white unemployment inched up

from 5.4 percent in May 2007 to 5.5

percent in June, black unemployment,

already in double digits, rose from 10.8

percent to 11.8 percent in the same

month (i.e., 10 times the increase in the

white unemployment rate). In Septem-

ber 2007, the Department of Labor re-

ported that forty percent of black

teenagers were unemployed, nearly

twice the rate for white teens. A study

by the Economic Policy Institute found

that the median net worth of black

households is one-tenth of that of white

households – $11,800 for blacks com-

pared to $118,000 for whites.  

Overall, about ten million African

Americans (or 33 percent) fit the Cen-

sus Department’s definition of “poor.”

Statistics show what everyone knows –

that the poor are getting poorer; that the

33% of African Americans who are poor

are much poorer than they were twenty

years ago.

What do the black masses face politi-

cally? The great migrations from South

to North and from farm to city created

the black urban population density that

became the foundation for the rise of

"Black Power" in the 1960s that restruc-

tured race relations in the country. To-

day that foundation is in jeopardy. A

black urban political elite emerged that

delivered limited reforms as a means for

controlling the masses of blacks. Gentri-

fication of the inner city, sky high rents

and housing costs have generated an un-

precedented "black flight." According to

U.S. Census Bureau figures released in

September 2007, major cities through-

out the country, such as, Chicago, Hous-

ton, San Diego, and San Francisco have

experienced dramatic drops in their

black populations. After years with a

black and Hispanic majority, Boston

once again became majority white in

2006.

A reactionary offensive, inconceiv-

able a few years ago, is gaining momen-

tum in the wake of these economic,

social, political, and demographic

changes. Past gains are now being en-

croached upon, as seen in the recent

Supreme Court decisions against school

integration.  It hardly needs to be added

that the spate of lynch law nooses ap-

pearing in public places is a chilling re-

minder that the lynchings that went

from mob violence to police murder can

be recalled to control the increasingly

restless black poor.

Are we facing the kind of reactionary

backlash that occurred after the defeat

of Reconstruction during the 1870's?

No. This time the reaction will not only

exclude the black elite, that elite will be

indispensable in carrying it out. No mat-

ter how pervasive this reactionary offen-

sive, there is no going back for the

African American poor. To go back

would mean segregation based on color.

Clearly, this is not possible. What is

possible, and happening, is that color

has become the fig leaf behind which to

attack all those who are forced out of

the economy, and are forming the new

class of dispossessed in our country. 

The strategic goal of the ruling class

is American national hegemony over a

globally integrated economy.   This re-

quires a degree of national unity. As the

economy degenerates, as the revolution

in the means of production deepens, a

political awakening on the part of this

new class will threaten this unity.  Con-

taining that awakening is already the

number one political task of the ruling

class. German and Italian fascism had to

proceed from the most violent and bru-

tal elements of their national history —

so will the rise of fascism in America.

This demands that the isolation and op-

pression of the African American must

be again called into being, but in a new

form. 

The unity of the white and black elite

is the condition for imposing fascism on

the nation. It will not be possible to ac-

cept unity on the one hand and advocate

segregation on the other. Their emerging

political tactic is to aim at the poorest of

the poor - which is black - and attempt

to maintain the support of the rest of the

black and white dispossessed at their ex-

pense.  Globalization and robotics are

undercutting this tactic. The poor of all

colors are becoming poorer and the

growing attack aimed at the black poor

is bound to entangle the ruling class

against the white dispossessed as well.

Black History Month 2008 finds our

country and our class at a critical turn-

ing point. As throughout our history, the

African American question is key.  No

longer a question of "racial" isolation,

the African American question is at the

very heart of the formation and politi-

cization of the new class.

Errata: In our Nov/Dec 2007 issue
the article "What is a Revolutionary"
included the sentence "The old must
replace the new." This sentence
should read "The new must replace
the old."

African American Question Takes on New Meaning

the problems we face, and how to

achieve victory. 

The organization has to make an all

out effort to achieve victory in this stage

of the revolution. If not, the conditions

won’t be ripe to go to the next stage  – a

real political party of the class. No for-

ward motion is possible until our class

rejects the politics and the ideology of

its class enemy and becomes conscious

of its interests as a class. No step for-

ward is possible unless it speaks to the

interests of the growing new class. Con-

sciously breaking with the ideas, inter-

ests, and organizations of the class

enemy, fighting for the solution to the

problems of those who have the least –

this is the route to victory. 

What has the League done to insure

our fighting capacity? We have built an

organization that is aiming to liberate

the comrades’ creativity and instill a

sense of responsibility to build the

League. We have developed an infra-

structure of education, a political line,

publications, organization and organiza-

tional principles that will arm the com-

rades with the tools they need. From this

point on, we wait for no one to come

and build the League. We view our-

selves as pioneers, as organizers of the

League to build the organization of rev-

olutionaries that the moment demands.

continued from pg 1


