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L P R ' s  Views on the
International Situation

Introduction

This is the presentation prepared by the 
League for Proletarian Revolution (Marxist- 
Lenmist) for the Conference on the Interna
tional Situation sponsored by the Revolutionary 
Communist League M-L-M on October 15th m  
New York Time limitations compelled us to edit 
the presentation m  the event but we are print
ing it m  full today

Although we are m  the process of thoroughly 
summing up the event, we firmly believe that 
overall the conference was a good initiative 
toward bringing clarity in one of the most 
burning issues for marxist-leninists and other 
revolutionaries the world over

Presentations were delivered at the conference 
by representatives from the Zimbabwe African 
National Union (ZANU), the Pan African Congress 
(PAC), the Iranian Student Association (ISA) 
and the Ethiopian Student Union in North Ame
rica (ESUNA) The Anti-Imperialist Cultural 
Union (AICU) made a cultural presentation con
sisting of a puppet show

Comrades and filends

A scientific understanding of the present interna
tional situation is a must for all revolutionaries 
the world over Today, it is impossible to correct
ly analyze the problems facing a particular revo
lution, m  our case the proletarian revolution m  
the United States, without taking into considera
tion the class forces and the correlation of those 
forces m  the international arena, the development 
of the contradictions m  the world,etc We have to 
make the analysis not as an intellectual endeavour, 
m  the abstract, but as part of our--f>reparation for 
waging proletarian revolution

In this spirit, we have agreed to participate in 
this conference and deliver this short presentation 
on the international situation and our tasks For 
us, the center of the discussion, the focus of it, 
has to be the U S proletarian revolution and the 
tasks facing us as a detachment of the internation
al proletariat Any attempts to make ^his conferen
ce something else, any attempts to substitute phrase
mongering, name calling and quotes learned by heart 
for the concrete analysis of concrete conditions 
will encounter our most resolute opposition We 
call on all comrades and friends here present to 
act m  the same way

-.In the same manner, we will oppose all attempts by 
tfi&se who will endeavor to take this opportunity

in which a polemic on fundamental questions of prin
ciple is unfolding in the midst of the internation
al communist movement to launch slanderous attacks 
against the Communist Party of China and the Party 
of Labour of Albania We consider this polemic to 
be of great importance to all revolutionaries the 
world over, and it is our task to study it serious
ly, to examine the arguments m  the light of the 
universal truths of Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse-tung 
Thought, and on the basis of this analysis, put for
ward our position on the existing differences It 
is also our task to approach the matter patiently, 
to look for ways of resolving the contradictions, 
no matter how serious they are, for it is the sacred 
duty of all communists to uphold and strengthen the 
unity of the international communist movement

It is not genuine Marxist-Lemmsts, but counter
revolutionaries who will engage in such a polemic 
with the aim of further widening the differences, of 

splitting, rather than striving to achieve princi
pled unity The CPC and the PLA are two great frater
nal parties that have been correctly leadmg^ both m  
theory and in practice, the international communist 
movement for the past decades We are certain, and 
we will fight for this, that as the present contra
diction m  the international communist movement is 
resolved, it will result m  the greater unity and 
vigor of that movement, and in its greater success 
in the task of uniting all those forces that can be 
united to defeat our common enemy, imperialism and 
all reaction, particularly the two superpowers

Talking about the relation between a particular re
volutionary struggle and the international situation 
as a whole, comrade Stalin put forward that

'Formerly the proletarian revolution was regar
ded exlusively as the result of the internal 
development of a given country Now, this point 
of view is no longer adequate Now the prole
tarian revolution must be regarded primarily 
as the result of the development of the contra
dictions within the world system of imperialism, 
as the result of the breaking of the chain of 
the world imperialist front in one country or 
another * 1 2 3 (Stalin, Foundations of Leninism, 
page 29)

Marxist-Lemmsts m  the United States have then 
to know both the concrete conditions confronted by 
the U S proletarian revolution and the concrete 
conditions of the world proletarian revolution, and 
we have to know both well If we limit ourselves 
to 3ust dealing with our national situation, the 
scope of our analysis will be narrow, we will be 
isolating ourselves from that great revolutionary 
trend well defined by the Chinese comrades under 
the slogan “Countries want independence, nations

want liberation and the peoples want revolution "
On the other hand, if we become "experts" on the 
international situation and know too little about 
what is going on m  our country, we will not be 
able to fulfill our task of defeating the U S im
perialist bourgeoisie It is not China and Albania, 
already under the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
that we have to liberate, but the U S multi-nation
al proletariat, the oppressed nations and nationa
lities m  the U S

It is of utmost importance, and tftis is the funda
mental point that we want to get across m  our pre
sentation, to undertand that although in content 
proletarian revolution is internationalist, m  its 
form it is national This concretely means that first
and foremost the task of the U S multinational 
proletariat is to settle accounts with the US impe
rialist bourgeoisie, that first and foremost it is 
our duty to carry out proletarian revolution m  the 
U S

In brief,all talk about the international situation, 
about main enemies and dangers, about trends, 
about danger of war,etc , m  the absence of a 
real commitment to the task of carrying out 
proletarian revolution m  the U S  is pure idle 
talk and phrase mongenng That is why we con
sider it proper that before we enter into an 
analysis of the world situation, we not only 
stress that our main responsibility with the 
international proletariat and all other oppre
ssed peoples^and nations of the world is to 
defeat the U S bourgeoisie but also briefly 
enumerate the most important tasks facing us ^
in relation to the U S proletarian revolution

1 First of all, the central task lacing us
is the building of a genuine Marxist-Lemnist Commu
nist Party The party does not exist nor is it a 
settled question Without that party it is lmpossi—* 
ble to carry out proletarian revolution in the US 
or anywhere else m  the world
2 The struggle against revisionism, right and "left" 
opportunism, trotskyism,etc We cannot build our 
party and we cannot bring class consciousness to
the multinational proletariat, win over its advance 

representatives to communism, imbue them with the 
party building spirit,etc , without carrying out a 
tit-for-tat struggle against all forms of revision
ism and opportunism Our fire has to be concentra
ted at this moment on the main danger, which is re
visionism and right opportunism, without letting 
down our guard against "left" opportunism
3 Lead the working class and oppressed nationali- 
ties m  the struggle against the U S imperiallot^ 
m  defense of democratic rights, to improve working 
and living conditions, against the menace of fascism, 
to resolutely oppose arms expansion and war pri pa- 
rations, to defend world peace by opposing thf su
perpowers* war preparations, at the same turn v.o 
support the revolutionary struggles of the third 
world These are m  a nutshell what to u° defmes 
the character and the scope of the struggle for 
proletarian revolution m  the U S  at present
With this always m  mind , we will then deal with 
the international situation

OUR VIEWS ON THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

In analyzing the world situation, m  looking at 
world politics and economics as a whole, we have 
to start by analyzing the fundamental contradictions 
m  the world today These are

1 The contradiction between socialism and imperia
lism * This is a contradiction between two fundamen
tally different social systems, between 1he countries 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
countries under the dictatorship of monopoly capital
2 The contradiction between the proletariat and 
the bourgeoisie This is the fundamental contradic
tion of the capitalist system It is the result of 
the contradiction between social production and in
dividual appropiation
3 The contradiction between the oppressed nations, 
particularly the third world, on the one hand, and 
imperialism, especially the two superpowers, on the 
other
i+ The contradictions amon^ imperialist countries 
and among monopoly capitalist groups, especially 
between the two superpowers

All these contradictions are interrelated and in
fluence one another The same holds true for the 
struggles that each of these contradictions give 
rise to No one of these contradictions is, from
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the standpoint of theory, always the m a m  contra
diction , and practice has confirmed this consis
tently But one of them has to be the m a m  one at 
a given time

We understand that today that m a m  contradiction 
is between imperialism, especially but not exclu
sively the two superpowers, and the oppressed na
tions of the third world The areas of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America are the storm center of world re
volution where the national liberation struggles are 
the m a m  force dealing direct blows to all imperia
lisms The contradictions ofv the world are concen
trated m  these areas The victories of the nation
al liberation struggles of Vietnam, Kampuchea and 
Laos, the defeat of Portuguese imperialism in Africa 
the moving forward of the revolutionary process m  
Azama, Zimbabwe and Namibia, the marching forward 
of the Ethiopian and Eritrean struggles, the heroic 
struggle of the Palestinian people, are ]ust some 
of the many examples of why it is in the third world 
and no place else, the area m  which the contradic
tions of the world are concentrated And the result 
of those victorious struggles is the weakening of 
the imperialist system as a whole Comrade Stalin 
pointed out as early as 1925

"The colonial countries constitute the prin
cipal rear of imperialism The revolutioniza- 
tion of this rear is bound to undermine impe
rialism not only m  the sense that imperialism 
will be deprived of its rear, but also m  the 
sense that the revolutionization of the East 
is bound to give a powerful impulse to the in
tensification of the revolutionary crisis in 
the West ' (Stalin, " The Revolutionary mo
ment m  the East )

What Stalm saw with the telescope of Marxism-Leni
nism, vre are living today

WE UPHOLD THE THREE WORLDS THEORY

We consider as a correct marxist-lenmist ana
lysis of the present international situation 
the three worlds thesis advanced by our com
rades of the Communist Party of China This 
thesis takes into account the following pro
found changes m  ttie world since the 50 's

1 The restoration of capitalism in the So
viet Union and many former socialist countries 
of Eastern Europe
2 As a result of this capitalist restoration 
the emergence of Soviet social-imperialism, 
a new superpower that contends with U S im
perialism for world hegemony and constitutes, 
together with the U S ,  the m a m  enemy of the 
world's peoples
3 The disintegration of the socialist camp 
as a result of the rise of revisionism to power 
in many of the former components of the camp
4 The emergence of a powerful and victorious 
national liberation movement in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America that is capable of bringing 
imperialism to defeat after defeat
5 The loss on the part of the old imperialist 
powers, France, England, Portugal,etc of most 
of their colonial posessions either as a result 
of victorious national liberation struggles 
or at the hand of the superpowers

Taking into account all the above-mentioned 
facts, the Chinese comrades advanced the three 
worlds thesis which in brief states that

The two hegemonic powers, the Soviet Union 
and the United States, are the biggest in
ternational exploiters and oppressors of 
today and the common enemies of the people 
of the world The third world countries 
suffer the worst oppression and hence put 
up the strongest resistance, they are the mam 
force combating imperialism, colonialism and 
hegemomsm The second world countries 
have a dual character on the one hand they 
oppress, exploit and control the third world 
countries, and on the other they are con
trolled, threatened and bullied by both he
gemonic powers in varying degrees Chair
man Maos thesis differentiating the three 
worlds gives a correct orientation to the 
present international struggle and clearly 
defines the main revolutionary forces the 
chief enemies, and the middle forces that can 
be won over and united enabling the interna
tional proletariat to unite with all the forces 
that can be united to form the broadest 
united front in class struggles against the 
chief enemies on the world arena This stra
tegic formulation conforms to the strategic 
requirements of the contemporary struggles 
of the international proletariat and the 
oppressed people and nations of the world 
and also of the struggle for the triumph of 
socialism and communism It is the correct 
strategic and tactical formulatior for the 
world proletariat in the present era and its 
class line m its international struggle

(Peking Review #35, 1977, page 41)

In upholding t h m  correct marxist-lenmist por 
sition, we have to oppose the following mco- 
r r b O t  *VlCth4 H  I s  I M  1 M  H H t  H l H M H U H M H H H i

1 The one that fails to acknowledge the pro
found changes in the world situation and insist 
on the existence of the two camps— the imperia
list and the socialist— and makes the contra
diction between these two camps the principal 
contradiction in the world today

2 The one that fails to realize ’that although 
both superpowers are the m a m  enemy of the 
world's peoples, there are differences among 
them that have to be taken into consideration 
Specifically the facts that the Soviet Union 
is a newcomer as an imperialist superpower, 
that it covers itself under the cloak of socia
lism and is not as exposed as U S imperialism, 
and that the Soviet Union has not yet suffered 
any ma^or military defeat like the U S  m  
Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea,etc All of 
this points to the fact that with all probabi
lity it is the Soviet Union who will trigger 
the very possible new world war

3 The one that, conscious of the facts mention
ed above, incorrectly concludes that the Soviet 
Union is the m a m  enemy and that U S imperia
lism can be an ally m  the struggle against 
Soviet social-imperialism We cannot depend on 
one superpower to fight the other, both are
the main enemy and the United Front of all 
those that can be united has to be directed 
against both superpowers and not only against 
the Soviet Union Failure to do this can lead, 
and has led, opportunists like the OL-CP, 
to a policy of class collaboration with their 
own bourgeoisie

4 The one that raises the contradictions bet
ween the second and first worlds to an absolu
te and liquidates the collussion of the second 
world with the superpowers as well as the con
tradiction between the oppressed nations of 
the third world and the oppressor nations of 
the second world, and the contradictions bet
ween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie m  the 
second world The United Front has to be an 
instrument of both unity and struggle We have 
to support the second world when it struggles 
against the superpower hegemomsm, bullying 
and control, but also oppose the bourgeoisie
of the second world m  the oppression of third 
world countries and of their own proletariat

5 The one that raises the contradictions bet
ween the third world and the superpowers to
an absolute and liquidates class distinctions 
and class struggle within the third world coun
tries, as well as the contradictions between 

the third world and the second world countries

6 The one that is incapable of going from the 
general to the specific and incorrectly puts 
forward that m  all countries the two super
powers are the m a m  enemy In relation to the 
international proletariat, to the oppressed 
peoples and nations of the world, the two su
perpowers are the m a m  enemy, but in relation 
to one particular country that is not the case 

most of the time

In other parts of the presentation and in the 
follwomg discussion we will be deepening our 
analysis on these questions

The struggle for proletarian revolution, the national 
liberation struggles and the struggle for the conso
lidation of the dictatorship of the proletariat m  
the socialist countries are the three great histori
cal currents of our times This is the era of impe
rialism and proletarian revolution In this era, 
which starts with the victorious October 1917 prole
tarian revolution in Russia, the national libera
tion struggles are part and parcel, and a very im
portant component, of the contemporary proletarian 
world revolution

The fact that it is the victorious national 
liberation struggles of the third world,the 
ones that are weakening imperialism the most, 
the ones that are putting off the start of a 
new world war,etc , is what makes'the state
ment that the national liberation struggles 
of the third world are the m a m  force dealing 
direct blows at imperialism and all reaction, 
a correct one

Does this position deny m  any form the question of 
the leading role of the proletariat m  both the libe
ration movement and the proletarian revolution15 We 
do not think that it does so m  any way Marxism- 
Leninism teaches us that on the era of imperialism 
and proletarian revolution no revolution can be 
carried out successfully without the leadership of 
the proletariat and its Marxist-Lenmist Party Pre- 
Cxsely m  the struggle against modern revisionism 
headed by the Kruschov revisionist clique, both the 
Chinese and Albanian comrades exposed the revision
ist thesis that revolution can be led successfully 
through to the end without a communist party,etc 
These views together witn those of "peaceful tran
sition to socialism", "non-capitalist road of de
velopment" , etc were destroyed by the great Commu
nist Party of China and the Party of Labour of 
Albania m  their defense of Marxism-Leninism during 
the great polemics of the 60's

These views were summed-up by Chairman Mao m  
his thesis on New Democracy, enriching in tne 
process the treasure of Marxism-Lennism The 
Ktusc k̂}^ ̂ viqiojiist cjqque; wa^ ipt fact, the 
first to accuse the Chinese comrades of denying

the leading role of the proletariat m  the na
tional liberation movement They' said

"The Chinese comrades want to 'correct' z___ x
Lenin and prove that hegemony in the world 
struggle against imperialism should go not 
to the working class, but to the petty 
bourgeoisie or the national bourgeoisie, * 
even to 'certain patriotic minded' kings, 
princes and aristocrats " (Open letter of * 
the CC of the CPSU to the CC of the CPC 
July 14, 1963)

Any similarities between this slander made by 
the Soviet revisionists and tne present slan
ders of forces like the opportunists of COUSML,
MLOC, et al, are not mere coincidence It is 
unity on line, it's revisionism The Communist 
Party of China answered the slander m  their 
Fourth Comment on the Open Letter, under the 
title of Apologists of Neo-Colonialism They 
stated

Oppose N A T O  !
Demonstration

Against NATO Fleet
Reprinted from CLASS STRUGGLE - organ of the Workers' 
Communist Party (Marxist-Lenmist), Norway

On May 28 the Oslo branch of the WCP (M-L) ar
ranged a demonstration against the visit to 
Norway of NATO's standing navy, the so-called 
STANAVFORLANT This force comprises six frigates, 
a submarine and over 1,200 officers and men from 
the Netherlands, Britain, Canada, the U S , Norway 
and West-Germany

The slogans of the demonstration were "NATO out 
of Norway, Norway out of NATO", "No to the visit 
of the imperialist navy", "the U S and the USSR 
arm for war combat both superpowers "

The m a m  speaker pointed out that both superpowers 
work to strengthen their forces on the north flank, 
and that Norway to an increasing degree, is being 
drawn into the superpower scramble for world 
hegemony

While this modern revisionist SV and "NKP" parties 
spread lies to the effect that the WCP (M-L) sup
ports NATO, this demonstration proves that m  
fact the WCP (M-L) offers the only consistent op
position to NATO and all imperialism m  Norway

Not only did the two modern revisionist parties 
refrain from demonstrating against the NATO navy, 
they aid rot even mention its visit in theirspress _. 
(Klassekarrpen 69,70) * »-
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*0n the basis of the worker-peasant allian
ce the proletariat and its party must unite 
all strata that can be united and organize 
a broad united front against imperialism 
and its lackeys In order to consolidate 
and expand this united front it is nece
ssary that the proletarian party should 
maintain its ideological, political and 
organizational independence and insist 
on the leadership of the revolution

"Our views are perfectly clear In the 
national liberation movement it is nece
ssary both to insist on leadership by 
the proletariat and to establish a broad 
anti-imperialist united front What is 
wrong with these views? Why should the 
leadership of the CPSV distort and attack 
these correct views

The p ro le ta r ia t  i s  the only thoroughly revo lu tiona 
ry  c la ss  in c a p i ta l i s t  soc iety  and i t  i s  the only

c la ss  with the  capacity , the streng th  and the w ill 
to ,  in  the process o f lib e ra tin g  i t s e l f ,  l ib e ra te  
a lso  a l l  o ther oppressed In the n a tiona l l ib e ra 
t io n  strugg les of the  th ird  world, the pro
l e t a r i a t  and i t s  M arxist-Lenm ist party  are  the 
forces who can lead the strugg le  successfu lly  on 
the path of the New Democratic Revolution towards 
the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta r ia t  and socialism  
I t  is  p re c ise ly  the ex istense  of genuine p a rtie s  
l ik e  the Communist Party of Colombia M arxist-Leni- 
n i s t ,  the  Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary P arty , 
the Communist Party  of the  P h ilip m e s ,e tc  th a t 
show us th a t  indeed the n a tio n a l l ib e ra tio n  s tru g 
g les o f those countries are moving m  the  co rrec t 
path

But we have to  a lso  take in to  account another teach
ing of Marxism-Leninism m  re la t io n  to  na tiona l 
l ib e ra tio n  s tru g g le s , and th a t i s  th a t  we cannot 
demand guarantee of p ro le ta ria n  leadership  as a r e 
quirement fo r  rendering support to  na tio n a l l ib e 
ra tio n  strugg les To demand such guarantee ip an 
in co rrec t view, m  fa c t a t ro ts k y ite  l in e  We su
pport the  strugg le  o f the Puerto Rican people fo r 
independence although a thorough in v es tig a tio n  of 
the revo lu tionary  movement m  th a t  country t e l l s  
us th a t  th a t  strugg le  i s  not led a t  th is  moment by 
the p ro le ta r ia t  and i t s  revolu tionary  party  The 
same happens m  Panama and m  many other countries 
whose strugg les we support without making the su
pport equivalent to  support fo r a p a r tic u la r  orga
n iza tio n  In those places m  which our analysis a- 
llows us to  recognize the existence of genuine Mar- 
x is t-L e n m is t p a r t ie s ,  l ik e  in the cases of E thio
p ia , the P h ilipm es and Colombia mentioned e a r l ie r ,  
then i t  i s  our re sp o n s ib ili ty  to  voice, together 
with our support fo r  the strugg le  of th a t  country 
our d isp o sitio n  to  support by any means possib le  
th a t  p a r tic u la r  vanguard organization  The crux of 
the m atter m  those strugg les th a t  are being led 
by forces other than the p ro le ta r ia t  and i t s  party  ~ 
i s  whether or not they weaken imperialism  And i f  
they weaxen im perialism , then i t  is  our sacred du
ty  to  support them irre sp ec tiv e  of who is  leading 
them Comrade S ta lin  p rec ise ly  summed th is  up in 
the following way

The unquestionably revolutionary character of 
the vast majority of national movements is as 
relative and peculiar as is the possible reac
tionary character of certain particular nation
al movements The revolutionary character of a 
national movement under the conditions of impe
rialist oppression does not necessarily presu
ppose the existence of proletarian elements in 
the movement, the existence of a revolutionary 
or a republican programme of the movement, the 
existence of a democratic basis of the movement 
The struggle that the Emir of Afghanistan is wa
ging for the independence of Afghanistan is ob
jectively a revolutionary struggle, despite the 
monarchist views of the Emir and his associates, 
for it weakens, desmtegrates and undermines 
imperialism " (Stalin, Foundations of Leninism, 
page 75)

We expect th a t  nobody w ill accuse Comrade S ta lin  
o f denying the  leading ro le  o f the  p ro le ta r ia t  On 
the same question S ta lin  fu r th e r  concludes

"Lenin was right m  saying that the national mo
vement of the oppressed countries should be a- 
ppraised not from the point of view of formal 
democracy, but from the point of view of the 
actual results, as shown by the general balance 
sheet of the struggle against imperialism, that 
is to say, 'not in isolation, but on a world 
scale " (Ibid, page 76)

This i s  a question of utmost importance especia lly  
in the presen t conditions in  which the mam enemy 
of the w orld 's peoples i s  not one p a r tic u la r  impe
r i a l i s t  ocuntry, but the two superpowers Condition
ing our support fo r  a p a r tic u la r  na tiona l lib e ra tio n  
strugg le  on whether or not the  na tional lib e ra tio n  
movement opposes both superpowers i s  simply a re — 
pulsive th e o re tic a l  ju s t i f ic a t io n  to  avoid f u l f i l 
lin g  our p ro le ta ria n  in te rn a tio n a lis t  duty With 
th is  view people would not have had to  support V iet
nam in  i t s  strugg le  against U S imperialism  and i t s  
lackeys because Vietnam did not oppose Soviet so
c ia l  im perialism  By the same token, such superre- 
v o lu tio n a n es  would not have to  support the lib e ra 
tio n  strugg le  of the P a les tin ian  people because the 
genuine rep resen ta tiv e  of th a t  s tru g g le , the Pales
t in ia n  L iberation  Organization, does not recognize 
the existence of Soviet social-im perialism  and so 
on and so fo rth

Other forms m  which th is  opportunist l in e  is  mani
fested  is  in  making the two superpowers the mam 
enemy m  every p a r tic u la r  strugg le  The so c ia l chau
v in is ts  o f the October League-Communist P arty , fo r  
example, c a l l  fo r  Both Superpowers Out o f Puerto 
Rico, l e t t in g  U S imperialism  o ff  the hook In a 
country where 13% of i t s  t e r r i to r y  is  occupied by 
U S m ilita ry  bases, m  which there  are thousands 
of U S troops s ta tio n e d , m  which the U S bourg- 

"e o is ie  con tro ls almost a l l  aspects of l i f e ,e t c  , 
and where the Soviet Union has no re a l  presence, 
c a llin g  fo r  the two superpowers ou t, i s  equivalent 
to  covering fo r  the U S bourgeoisie , equivalent 
to  m isleading the  Puerto Rican people to  stop con
c en tra tin g  th e ir  f i r e  on th e ir  mam enemy, the im
p e r ia l i s t  th a t  ex p lo its  them since 1898 The fac t 
th a t  th ere  are re v is io n is ts  in  P R lik e  the PSP 
who follow the l in e  of the Soviet social-im peria- 
l i s t s  from A to  Z does not change th is  m  any way

Summing up th is  question , i t  i s  our re sp o n sib ility  
to  render support to  a l l  oppressed countries and 
nations in th e i r  strugg le  against imperialism , so
c ia l  im perialism , feudalism , bureaucrat capitalism , 
racism , Zionism, hegemonism,etc As the p ro le ta ria t, 
o f one of the two superpowers we have to  champion 
the cause of lib e ra tio n  fo r a l l  oppressed countries 
e sp ec ia lly  those oppressed by U S imperialism Al
though our support to  a p a r tic u la r  struggle does 
not requ ire  the existence of a genuine Marxist-Le- 
n in is t  party  leading th a t  s tru g g le , i t  is  our re s 
p o n s ib ili ty  to  in v es tig a te  the concrete conditions 
m  which these s trugg les are being carried  out m  
order to  be able to  e s ta b lish  f ra te rn a l  t i e s  with 
the genuine forces th a t  e x is t  m  those countries

THE DANGER OF WAR

The danger o f a th i r d  world war is  a re a l  danger to  
which we have to  pay close a tte n tio n  The source 
of war is  imperialism  I t  is  the r iv a lry  among the 
d if fe re n t im p e ria lis t bourgeoisies, m  th is  case 
between the two superpowers, th a t is  d riv ing the 
world towards war As M arxist-Lenm ists and revo
lu tionary  people our position  toward im p eria lis t 
war can be only one We oppose i t ,  although we do 
not fe a r i t  We have to  lead the strugg le  m  th is  
country fo r  world peace, oppose arms expansion 
and war p repara tions, educate the working c la ss  
and ra is e  th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  consciousness in  order 
to  e ffe c tiv e ly  strugg le  against the im p eria list 
war I f  the im p e ria lis ts  unleash the war, i t  is  
our duty not to  side  with one or the other o f the 
com battants, but to  struggle fo r transforming th a t 
im p eria lis t war in to  a c iv i l  war m  which the pro— 
l e t a n a t  f ig h ts  i t s  bourgeoisie

Although the im p e ria lis t war between the two super
powers i s  a great p o s s ib i l i ty ,  we do believe th a t 
th is  war can be stopped or put o ff  In order to  do 
so the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t ,  the oppressed 
peoples and oppressed countries o f the  world and 
the s o c ia l is t  countries have to  struggle  t i r e l e s s 
ly  against both superpowers and a l l  th e ir  lackeys 
As early  as 1950 Chairman Mao spoke on th is  ques
tio n  as follows

'The menace of war by the imperialist camp 
still exists, the possibility of a third world 
war still exists But the forces thwarting 
that danger of war and preventing a third 
world war are rapidly developing, and the poli
tical consciousness of the broad masses of the 
people of the world is rising A new world 
war can be prevented provided the Communist 
Parties of the world keep on uniting and 
strengthening the forces of peace and demo
cracy that can be united " (Mao, Fight for a 
Fundamental Turn for the Better m  the Finan
cial and Economic Situation in China, June 1950)

We think th a t m  the present conditions th is  view 
of Chairman Mao i s  s t i l l  va lid  And equally valid  
is  the co rrec t position  advanced by the Chinese 
comrades th a t  'E ith e r  revolu tion  stops war or war 
brings about revolu tion  ' Both p o s s ib i l i t ie s  e x is t 
and we have to  prepare both ways

We fe e l  th a t  the proposition , mainly advanced m  
th is  country by the  petty-bourgeois in te l le c tu a ls  
of Wyo, th a t  the question to  decide is  whether or 
not revo lu tion  w ill m  fa c t stop war or the  other 
way around, i s  a completely inco rrect one I t  is  
inco rrect because i t  im plies th a t  our course of ac
tio n  w ill hinge upon whether we believe i t  w ill ha
ppen m  one way or m  the o ther I t  is  equivalent 
to  saying th a t  i f  the  revolution  is  going to  stop 
war then we have one ta sk , but th a t i f  war is  going 
to  bring about revo lu tion , we have another task

continues on the next page

TAKEN FROM SELECTED WORKS OF 
MAO TSE-TUNG VOL 4

SOME POINTS IN  APPRAISAL OF 

THE PRESENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

A pril 1946

1 The forces of world reaction are definitely preparing a third 
world war and the danger of war exists But the democratic forces 
of the people of the world have surpassed the reactionary forces and 
are forging ahead they must and certainly can overcome the danger 
of war Therefore the question m the relations between the United 
States Britain and France and the Soviet Union is not a question of 
compromise or break, but a question of compromise earlier or com
promise later Compromise means reaching agreement through 
peaceful negotiation Earlier or later ’ means several years or more 
than ten years, or even longer

2 The kind of compromise mentioned above does not mean com 
promise on all international issues That is impossible so long as 
the United States Bnta n and France continue to be ruled by reac 
tionanes This kind of compromise means compromise on some issues 
including certain important ones But there will not be many such 
compr<$mses in the near future There is however a possibility that 
the trade relations of the United States Britain and France with the 
Soviet Union will expand

3 Such compromise between the United States Britain and
France and the Soviet UniGn can be the outcome only of resolute 
effective struggles by all the democratic forces of the world against the 
reactionary forces of the United States Britain and France Such 
compromise does not require the people in the countries of the capitalist 
world to fcliow .a t arj. make..campt.og)|ses at home. The people in 
those coumnes will continue to wage different struggles m accordance 
with their differei r .conditions The principle of the reactionary forces 
m dealing with the democratic forces of the people is definitely to 
destroy all they can and to prepare to destroy later whatever they 
cannot destroy now -Face *-q face with this situation the democratic 
forces or the people should likewise apply the same principle to the 
reactio#ary forces (0ur  emphasis—LPR-ML)

CHAIRMAN MAO,

LIVE LIKE HIM

DARE TO STRUGGLE

DARE TO WIN'

Although the October Leauge-Communist 
Party claims to  adhere to  Marxism-Lenin
ism Mao Tse Tung Thought, i t  is  c lea r 
th a t m  p rac tice  i t  does exactly  the 
contrary to  what Chairman Mao teaches 
us Their position  m  re la t io n  to  NATO, 
th e i r  advocacy fo r the fu rth e r m ilita ry  
bu ild  up of the United S ta te s , e tc  , 
puts them, as well as a l l  the other o r
ganizations m  the U S th a t  supports 
such p o sitio n s , m  unity with the  U S 
bourgeosie Peoples China can, and i t  
i s  co rrec t th a t  they do so , have r e la 
tio n s  based on the 5 po in ts of peace
fu l  coexistence with any country having 
another so c ia l system, including U S 
imperialism  and Soviet so c ia l-im p eria l
ism But the p ro le ta r ia t  cannot follow 
s u i t  There is  no peaceful coexistence, 
no c la ss  peace, between the oppressed 
and the oppressor
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l

S I T U A T I O N

In fact the tasks of the proletariat are the same 
m  the case of either eventuality We have to wage 
the struggle against war and for revolution The 
common struggle of the international proletariat, 
of the socialist countries and oppressed peoples 
and countries of the world for peace and the world 
proletarian revolution is what creates the condi
tions for revolution to stop war And if in the 
course of that struggle the superpowers dare unleash 
an imperialist war, then the forces of revolution 
must be prepared to assure that the outcome of that 
imperialist war is revolution on many fronts Every 
day that we win, every day that our common struggle 
puts off the start of a war, is one more day that 
we have to advance the revolutionary process Time 
is m  favor of the peoples of the world and only 
through revolutionary struggle can peace be won

It is important that at the same time that we reso
lutely oppose the superpower war preparations and 
all imperialist wars we also concretely show our 
support for the national liberation struggles and 
the civil wars launched by the proletariat against 
the bourgeoisie m  the capitalist countries These 
struggles are also wars but of a different kind 
Wars for freedom, for the emancipation of labour, 
for socialism We must not only support these isk 
just war, but we must also wage them against nst 
our own bourgeoisie This should be our battle cry 
m  case of the starting of a new imperialist war 
Let us transform the imperialist war into a civil 
war m  the capitalist countries and into a nation
al liberation war in the oppressed countries

In terms of opposing the superpowers’ war prepara
tions there are definitely important tasks that we 
must carry out We have to oppose staunchly each 
an every attempt of the two superpowers to build 
up their arms capabilities In this respect, we 
want to categorically condemn the social-chauvinists 
of the October League-Communist Party who have the 
nerve to criticize President Carter because he stop
ped the building of the B-l bomber In the footsteps 
of the renegade Kautsky and the Second Internation
al, the 0 L -C P is objectively allying themselves 
with their own bourgeoisie Their accusation to the 
U S bourgeoisie of "appeasing" the Soviet Union, 
their support for NATO, their defense of the Shah 
-of Iran,- of the new Panama Treaty,etc , can be un
derstood m  no other context This is outright class 
collaboration We definitely oppose -the B-l bomber, 
the Neutron Bomb, the sending of weapons to NATO 
and each and every attempt of the U S bourgeoisie 
to keep and improve its military capabilities U S 
imperialism is one of the two superpowers, and it 
%s, together with the other superpower, the main 
enemy of the world's peoples, and their military 
strength can only bring more harm, more oppression 
to the world’s peoples This policy pursued by the 
0 L -C P was the same line pursued by the CPUSA 
under Browder And we all know that this line brought 
the formerly revolutionary CPUSA to become the mouth
piece of modern revisionism and Soviet social-impe
rialism that it is today The 0 L -C P obviously 
gets more than the name from the old CPUSA It gets 
the same line of class collaboration and social- 
chauvmism and will end m  the same garbage can 
of history

The case of NATO best illustrates this policy 
of class collaboration The OL-CP has consis
tently advocated the arming and strengthening 
of NATO by U S imperialists They went as 
far as to attack President Carter because he 
banned the building of the B-l Bomber Now, 
is it or is it not a fact that NATO is an in
tegral part of the military strength of the 
U S imperialism’ Is it a fact or not that, 
to use President Carter's words, ’NATO is the 
heart of the U S foreign policy’’ Is it a 
fact or not that the building of the Neutron 
Bomb by the U S has been conditioned to its 
use by the NATO forces, who according to 
Carter, ’are the only ones that need it”
Only those who substitute gymnastics for dia
lectics can boldly say that m  order to fight 
against their own bourgeoisie, first their 
bourgeoisie must strengthen itself militarily 
as much as possible Regardless of how much 
the OL-CP tries to cover it, reality is a stub
born fact that betrays their real position 
They have taken sides ±n the very Dossible war 
between the two superpowers They are— a la 
Kautsky— allying with their own bourgeoisie 
(Although they tried to play around with words 
and quotes, objectively, the RCL M-L-M put 
forward the same class collaborationist line 
m  relation to NATO during the conference 
Ed RESISTANCE)

At the same time, we oppose the Soviet Union’s 
military build up .Just as we oppose NATO, we 
oppose the Warsaw Treaty This is just another 
attempt of the Soviet social-imperialists of 
consolidating their forces in their strive 
for world hegemony We strongly condemn the 
Soviet social-imperialists’ breach of maritime li
mits and threats to the European continent, 
particularly their concentration on the Kola 
peninsula In their thirst for world domina
tion they have reinforced their naval power and 
they attempt to bully Europe by sending sub
marines equipped with ballistic missiles 
pointed at~ the most important industrial cities 
of Europe We especially oppose and condemn 
their military buildup along their border with

the People’s Republic of China in an attempt 
to intimidate the Chinese people Their mili
tary manuevers m  the Baltic Sea, using as ima
ginary enemies the Norhtern European countries, 
their attempts to pressure Norway into recogni
zing "special rights" over the Spitzberg Archi
pelago, their attempt to control the strait of 
Denmark, the Feroe Islands, the waters adjacent 
to Greenland, Iceland and Scotland, threatens 

the security of Europe We must also be vigi
lant and expose their attempts to subvert the 
national liberation struggles of the third world • 

Posing as a socialist country and as 'natural 
allies' of these movements, and using *Cuban 
troops, they try to control these countries 
and rob them of their natural resources We must 
expose and condemn these actions just as we 
oppose the manuevers of U S imperialism

In summing up this point, we reiterate our commitment 
to wage, and tirelessly struggle fog proletarian re
volution and peace, to oppose all superpower war 
preparations, especially those carried out by the 
U S bourgeoisie To oppose all and every buildup 
of arms, the selling of arms to U S lackeys like 
the NATO forces, the Shah of Iran,etc To talk about 
revolution without resolutely opposing our own bour
geoisie is very fashionable m  this country, but 
contrary to the fundamental principles of Marxism- 
Leninism Mao Tse-tung Thought

Comrades and friends, m  socialist China and Alba
nia, the Chinese and Albanian people under the lea
dership of the CPC and PLA, have scored tremendous 
victories m  the consolidation of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat m  those countries

In Africa the struggle of the people of Azania, Zim
babwe and Namibia is near victory Revolutionary 
situations are developing m  the horn of Africa where 
the struggle of the Ethiopian and Eritrean masses 
have brought the Soviet social-imperialist-backed 
junta to chaos In Angola, the Angolan masses show 
with their struggle that the victory of the Soviet 
social-imperialists and Cuban mercenaries that put 
Agostino Neto m  power was just a temporary rever
sal in the motion forward of the Angolan revolution

All around the world a vigorous Marxist-Lenmist 
movement is growing m  the struggle against modern 
revisionism Genuine communist parties like the 
Communist Party of Australia, the Communist Party 
of Brazil, the Communist Party of Colombia M-L, the 
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party and many 
others are spreading m  all corners of the world

U S imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism are, 
confronting a deep general crisis This general cri
sis affects the whole imperialist world and has 
brought the reactionary bourgeoisie to disarray 
With problems at home and abroad, the superpowers 

are resorting to all sorts of political manuevers 
as well as direct armed intervention to try to 
maintain their power But the peoples of the world 
are vigilant and every day are scoring victories 
over their class enemies

The proletariat and oppressed masses of the capita
list countries are experiencing a new revolutionary 
upsurge in response to their bourgeoisies' attempts 
to shift the burden of the crisis on to their shoul
ders In strike after strike, protest after protest, 
the working class shows its capacity and willingness 
to struggle for its own emancipation, becomes ever 
more conscious of its historical mission, and orga
nizes itself in preparation for the final onslaught 
against the capitalist system, for proletarian re
volution, the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
socialism

All the struggles of the proletariat and oppressed 
masses for democratic rights, for better working 
and living conditions, against the menace of fas- 
-cism and the danger of a new imperialist war con
cretely show how all the basic contradictions of 
the world are sharpening and developing m  favor 

of the world’s peoples

All these things point to what is the m a m  trend 
m  the world today The trend of revolution which 
as a mighty force advances the cause of the world 
proletarian revolution

It is important that we break with the view that 
because we are m  the era of proletarian revolu
tion, revolution is always the m a m  trend As a 
matter of fact, Comrade Stalin lays this out 
clearly

There can be no doubt that m  time the 
trends that are unfavourable for capital
ism and favourable for the revolution 
must triumph, for imperialism is inca
pable of resolving the contradictions 
that are corroding it, for it is capable 
only of alleviating them for a time with 
the result that they break out again la
ter on and manifest themselves with fresh 
destructive force It is also beyond 
doubt, however, that at the present time 
the positive trends, that are favourable 
for capitalism, are gaining the upper 
hand

That is the specific feature of the 
present international situation '
(Stalin, The International Situation
and the Tasks of the Communist Parties)

£
^  s -  4 '  :

In this country the prize for the most anti- 
dialectical position on this question goes to 
the bourgeois intellectuals of the Workers' View
point Organization and its infamous two contend
ing trends According to this "innovation of 
marxism" war and revolution are m  a perfect 
equilibrium (the same occurs to the contradic
tions in the world) making it impossible to 
determine the m a m  trend and the m a m  contra
diction This metaphysical conception ( now 
also shared by the October League-Communist 
Party under a different mask) has been a mere 
cover for their real line that war and counter
revolution is the m a m  trend According to WVO 
the fact that there are no proletarian parties 
m  the superpowers (at least they say something 
that's true) makes war inevitable Fantastic' 
Thanks to the typewriter of the"overall most 
correct line" the struggles of the third world 
peoples, the m a m  force struggling against the 
two superpower hegemonism and the danger of a 
new imperialist war, is liquidated

It's obvious that without knowing which is the 
principal contradiction m  the world today, 
without determining which is the m a m  trend, 
it's impossible to have a correct strategy and 
tactics for revolution This is the ABC of marx
ism Therefore, it is not an accident that 
instead of real solutions to
the very complex problems facing the U S pro
letarian revolution and the world wide proleta

rian revolution, we get gem^ like the OL-CI^ ask
ing us to direct the m a m  blow to Soviet social- 
imperialism, and WVO, waiting for the new world 
war to bring us the revolution WVO is wrong 
both m  their 'official' position of the two 
contending trends as well as m  the position 
that they really uphold all along— that war is 
the m a m  trend and that revolution cannot stop war

If the struggle of the third world peoples does 
not put off the imperialist war, Why is it then 
that we have not had a third world war already, 
despite the fact that there have not been genui
ne parties m  the U S and the U S S R  since 
the middle 50's9

Temporary reversals like the restoration of capi
talism m  the Soviet Union, like the tragic events 
of Chile and Angola, do not deny the fact that it 
is revolution and not counterrevolution that is 
surging forward, that it is the factors that weaken 
imperialism and not those that strengthen it that— 
have the upper hand in this period

This is briefly our view of the present interna
tional situation To the questions of what are our 
tasks we feel that we concretely have responded 
m  the following way <--

1 First and foremost wage proletarian revolution 
against the U S bourgeoisie

2 Render resolute support to the national libera
tion struggles of the third world and to the strug
gles for proletarian revolution m  the second world

3 Oppose the superpowers' war preparations, oppo e 
all arms expansion and arms dealings,etc of both

superpowers

4 Be part of and build the broad united front 
against the two superpowers, who are the m a m  enemy 

of the world's peoples
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