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F IG H T  N A T IO N A L  O P P R E S S IO N  81 POLICE B R U T A L IT Y  I

F o rg e  U n ity  o f th e  W o rk in g  Ctass  
&  O ppressed N a t io n a lit ie s

This article is a follow-up on "Jail Killer Cops", 
a report on the struggle against police brutality 
and national oppression in Crown Heights, Brook
lyn, that appeared in the last issue of Resistance 
(Vol 9 No 5) The problems we faced in our in
volvement m that struggle, the achievements and 
failures, the role and line of other Marxist-Lenin
ist groups in the struggle etc are not questions 
that concern only the people involved, nor are they 
particular to this area alone They are representa
tive , in a general way, of similar struggles, simi
lar problems and similar political lines that are 
developing all over the country So we're present - 
mgthis article in the hope that other revolutionaries 
can learn from the experience of Crown Heights, 
build on the positive aspec ts ,  and avoid committing 
the same errors in the fu ture^ .

In the struggle against police brutality and national 
oppression in Crown Heights, we have been dealing 
with a number of fundamental questions facing U S 
revolutionaries The most important one of these is 
the strategic task of building the United Front be t 
ween the multi-national working class and the op
pressed nationalities Any concrete step no matter 
how small it may be, that helps to build this United 
Front is of great importance to the struggle for the 
overthrow of the U S bourgeoisie the establishment 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the build
ing of socialism in the U S

For this reason we consider it correct to take the 
building of the United Front between the predomin-

RANK & FILE M O V E M E N T  G R O W IN G  MWUmW*.

Transit Worke
fo r  U n io n  Democracy

For months now, the transit workers of New York 
City have been fighting for a decent and livable 
contract and for democracy m  the Transport 
Workers Union At the same tune the TWU lead
ership, under the direction of John Lawe, has 
continued to sell out the rank and file and have 
consistently collaborated with the Transit Authority 
in this effort In addition, the TA and the Union 
misleaders have engaged m  harassment and oppression 
of militant workers The struggle over the new 
contract has helped to bring into focus the concrete 
abuses and class collaboration of the trade union 
bureaucrats

This new contract clearly attacked the workers m  
many ways, although the TWU leadership tried on 
numerous occasions to cover this up with lies and 
distortions of the facts For example, the Union 
leadership put out a flyer with the headline M$250 
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT", trying to fool the workers into 
thinking that they were actually getting some back 
COLA To begin with the $250 offered from the TA 
was less than 1/2 the back COLA owed to the workers 
But more importantly, this was the first contract 
m  the history of the TWU in which the workers have 
not gotten a raise from the first day of the contrct 
There was a 13 week delay for the 6% raise Based 
on rate of pay, this amounts to $194 for Railroad 
Clerks and a loss of $245 for Uotormen, Mairtamers, 
Trackwalkers and Car Inspectors What the TWU lead
ership tried so hard to cover up was the reality

CARTOON TAKEN FROM THE CCTW'S NEWSLETTER #8

that the $250 "Bonus" would be coming right out of 
the pockets of the rank and file due to the 13 week 
delay, m  effect,transit workers wouldn't be getting 
any of their back COLA This is -]ust one example, 
the list is quite long

In order to expose this deceit to the honest union 
membership on a mass basis, to organize the rank 
and file m  the struggle and to fight for democracy 
m  the Union, the Coalition of Concerned Transit 
Workers (CCTW), the most active rank and file group 
opposing the sellout, undertook the task of putting 
out a newsletter and then moved to a newspaper, The 
Transit Worker Their press currently reaches alm- 
ost 25% of the rank and file on a regular basis 
We consider development to be of great importance 
for the building of an informed and militant rank 

and file

The CCTW correctly sees and identifies this struggle 
as going far beyond some narrow economism, that is, 
besides fighting for better wages, working conditions 

and job security, etc , they are also raising the 

more fundamental political questions involved in 
the struggle Their propaganda and agitation 
speaks to questions such as union democracy, racism, 
discrimination against women, health and safety, 
the reformism and class collaboration of the TWU 
leadership, and questions that link their struggle 
to the public, such as the spraying of poisons to

Continues in page 6

ately Afro-American population of Crown Heights 
and the multi-national working class as the focus 
of our work in that area In doing so we must be 
clear that

(1) While the United Front must be led by the pro
letariat and its communist party in order to be fully 
successful,  the absence of such a party does not 
excuse Marxist-Leninists and advanced forces from 
participating fully in the struggle It is our duty to 
fight tooth and nail for proletarian leadership in the 
United Front

(2) The United Front between the multi-national 
working class and the oppressed nationalities has to 
be based on uncompromising support for the right of 
self-determination for the Afro-American nation in the 
Black Belt South, up to and including the right to 
form a separate nation-state,  and defense of full 
democratic rights and full equality (not formal but 
real equality) among all nations and nationalities

(3) It is the special duty of revolutionaries 
from the oppressor nation to consistently champion 
the right to self-determination up to and including 
secession, as well as to advocate full democratic 
rights for the oppressed nationalities On the other 
hand, it is the special duty of the revolutionaries 
of the oppressed nation to consistently champion 
the unity of the multi-national working class In 
this wav, we can wage an all-round struggle against 
both national chauvinism and narrow nationalism 
promote the unity among workers and oppressed peo
ple of all nationalities and provide leadership to 
the masses in the creation of the United Front both
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W OM EN H O LD  UPI
HALF THE SKT

WVO Exposes Itself -Again
Comrade Lenin taught us that the struggle against 
imperialism is a sham and a humbug if it is not 
linked up to the struggle against opportunism 
It is crucial to always apply this teaching in the 
struggle for the full emancipation of women, and to 
fight against all forms of opportunism on the woman 
question Especially against right opportunism, the 
main danger, and its conciliation to bourgeois fe
minism, its realiance on bourgeois courts and bour
geois politicians, and its failure to link the 
struggle for the full emancipation of women to the 
struggle against imperialism

Historically, the Workers Viewpoint Organization 
has been one of the main proponents of this line 
in our omovement Their role m  the women's confe
rence which we are summing up below, shows how, 
despite their high-sounding phrases and self-pro
clamations about being the party, they are the 
same right opportunists they have always been-^.

On th e  w eek en d  of Tune 2 4 -2 5 , th e  N ew  York W ork
ing W om en h e ld  a "Poor W om en 's C o n fe ren ce"
The m ain fo rce  b eh ind  th e  co n fe re n ce  and  th e  
NYWW (New York W orking W omen) a s  w e ll is th e  
W orkers V iew point O rg a n iz a tio n  (WVO) W hat w as 
th e ir  p u rp o se  in ca rry in g  ou t th e  c o n fe re n c e ,a n d  how 
th e y  c a r r ie d  it o u t,  g iv e s  u s  a good g ra sp  of W VO's 
cu rren t lin e  and  how l i t t l e  th is  lin e  h as  ch an g ed  
s in c e  tw o  y e a r s  ag o  w hen  th e y  w ere ad v o c a tin g  td  
b u ild  th e  m ass 'm o v em en t a s  th e  c e n tra l  ta s k  In 
f a c t ,  th e  co n fe re n ce  w as lik e  a  re - ru n  of th e  old 
B u d g e t-C u ts  C o a lit io n  th a t  WVO form ed a t  th e  tim e 
a s  one of i t s  f ro n ts  The h n e  of WVO, th e n  and  
now , is  to  b u ild  je l ly - l ik e  m ass  o rg a n iz a t io n s , 
w ith  vague p r in c ip le s  of un ity  and  g o a l s , w ithou t 
p r in c ip le d  id e o lo g ic a l s t r u g g le , an d  w here everyone 
ca n  f it  in The co n fe re n ce  w as m eant to  be  a 
m ass  re c ru itm en t e f fo r t ,  to  b u ild  a n o th e r  o rg an iz a  - 
tio n  a lo n g  th e  lin e s  of th e  B u d g e t-C u ts  C o a lit io n  
in  w h ich  th e y  have  no in ten tio n  of m aking any  k ind 
of l in e s  o f d em arca tio n  w ith  th e  b o u rg eo is  fem i
n is t s  , a n a r c h is t s ,  .re fo rm is ts  an d  o p p o r tu n is ts  of 
a l l  so r ts  T h is b ecam e c le a r  from an  a n a ly s is  of 
th e  lin e  o f th e  c o n fe re n c e , th e  m ain  fo rc e s  in v i
te d  to  p a r tic ip a te  and  le a d  th e  w o rkshops in  th e  
c o n fe re n c e , W VO's ta i l t s m  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o n 
fe re n c e , and  th e ir  u n d em o cra tic  m e th o d s ,

THE LINE OF THE CONFERENCE

W e d o n 't  e x p e c t th a t  a  m ass  o rg a n iz a tio n  pu t ou t a 
com m unist v iew  on th e  wom an q u e s t io n ,  o r on any  
o th e r  q u e s tio n  It is  in f a c t  w ith  th e  help  of com 
m u n is ts  th a t  th e  m a s s e s  go  b eyond  th e i r  t r a d e -  
u n io n is t c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  v iew s But w hen  in 
co rre c t v iew s a re  pu t fo rw ard , it is  th e  du ty  of 
com m un ists to  com bat them  and  pu t forw ard th e  
co rre c t v iew s D id WVO do th i s  7

The g en e ra l lin e  of th e  co n fe re n ce  w as one of r e l i 
a n c e  on p o li t ic ia n s  and  on th e  p a rlim en ta ry  road 
T h is  re fo rm is t lin e  w as  m an ife s te d  in  many w ays 
It w as  m a n ife s te d , fo r e x a m p le , by  th e  m ain  s p e a k 
e r s  c h o s e n ,  m ost o f whom c le a r ly  re p re se n te d  th e  
c a p i ta l is t  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  such  a s  Ruth M e s s in g e r ,
NYC co u n c tlw o m an . R e p re se n ta tiv e  Ted W e is s ,  and 
C o m m iss io n e r, Seym our P osner The m ain m e ssag e  
w as "w rite  your c o n g re ssm a n , suppo rt your good 
p o l i t ic ia n s ,  p re s su re  th e  bad  o n e s ,  and  ev e ry th in g  
w ill be  a l l  r igh t " Even from B lack a c t iv i s t  and  W e l
fa re  R ights o rg a n iz e r , B eulah S an d e rs , though  
sp eak in g  in a m ilita n t w a y , an d  ad v o c a tin g  (in co r
rec tly ) fo r in d iv id u a l v io le n c e , th e  m e ssag e  r e 
m ained  th e  sam e w ork th rough  th e  p o li t ic ia n s  
WVO not on ly  In v ited  th e s e  re fo rm is ts  a s  m ain 
s p e a k e rs  of th e  co n fe re n ce  th u s  p ropping  them  up 
a s  le a d e rs  of th e  m a s s e s ,  bu t th e y  d id n 't  ev e n  b o 
th e r  to  com bat th e i r  id e a s  a t  any  m om ent T his 
is  o u trig h t opportun ism  and  m is lea d in g  th e  m a s s e s ,  
ju s t  fo r th e  sa k e  of a t tr a c tin g  more p eo p le  to  th e  
co n fe re n ce

WHO LED THE WORKSHOPS

A nother form in w h ich  reform ism  w as  m an ifes ted  w as 
in th e  ch o ic e  of r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  to  le ad  th e  v arious 
w o rkshops T h ese  c h o ic e s  w ere c le a r ly  m ade w ith  
th e  in ten tio n  of n o n -a n ta g o n iz in g  a  num ber of fo rc e s  
and  p lay in g  up to  them  by  p la c in g  them  in ch a rg e  of 
th e  w o rk sh o p s R ather th a n  a ttem p tin g  to  pu t ou t c o r 
r e c t l in e s  and  a n sw e r th e  burn ing  q u e s tio n s  in th e ' 
p e o p le 's  m inds from a c l a s s  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  WVO c a te re d  
to  th e  m ost back w ard  e le m e n ts  an d  p la c e d  in com m and 
su c h  fo rc e s  a s  th e  N a tio n a l O rg a n iz a tio n  of W om en 
(NOW) w ho led  th e  ERA w o rk sh o p , Brooklyn L egal Aid 
O ff ic e s ;  w ho le d  th e  W elfare  w o rk sh o p , an d  o th e rs

-  At Woman's Conference
As a r e s u l t ,  th e  w e lfa re  w orkshop  w as o r ien ted  t o 
w ards te a c h in g  peop le  how to  b e a t W elfare  h a ra ssm e n ts  
a s  op p o sed  to  how to  o rg an ize  w elfa re  re c ip ie n ts  for 
rev o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le , and  lin k in g  th e  cu rren t cu tb ac k s  
in w elfa re  b e n e f its  w ith  th e  c r is i s  of c a p ita lis m  w o rld 
w ide NOW , a p e tty  b o u rg eo is  fe m in is t o rg a n iz a tio n , 
p re se n te d  ERA from th e  po in t of v iew  of th e  p e tty  
b o u rg e o is ie ,  of co u rse  and  e m p h as ize d  on th e  need  
to  suppo rt ERA a s ,  ac co rd in g  to  them  "a pow erfu l to o l 
to  defend  w om en 's r ig h ts " ,  re g le c ttn g  th e  f a c t th a t  
ERA a d v e rse ly  a f fe c ts  w orking c l a s s  women and  c re a te s  
th e  il lu s io n  th a t  e q u a lity  c a n  be  o b ta in ed  th ro u g h ’th e  
co u rts

WVO'S TAILTSM

WVO p ra c tis e d  the  m ost s la v is h  ta i l i s m  a t th e  c o n fe 
rence  They av o id ed  a l l  c o n tra v e rsy  w ith  any  of th e  
w ide ly  d iffe rin g  fo rc e s  p re se n t They put up  no s tru g 
g le  in th e  fa c e  of a l l  th e  refo rm ist and  b o u rg eo is  f e 
m in is ts  id e a s  th a t  w ere bein g  put forw ard T h is is 
no a c c id e n t and  it goes fu rth e r th a n  ju s t  a q u e s tio n  
of " c o n c ila tio n "  It is  part of W VO's l in e ,  in fa c t 
It is  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e ir  line of so c ia l-fe m in ism  to  
have p la c e d  NOW fo rc es  in th e  le a d e rsh ip  of th e  ERA 
w orkshop  WVO a d v o c a te s  b o u rgeo is  e q u a lity  (that 
th e re  is  a b s o lu te ly  no d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e en  th e  s e x 
e s ,  n eg a tin g  wom en s ro le  a s  m o th e rs , and  n eg a tin g  
th e  c o n d itio n s  of life  for w om en u n d er c a p i ta l is t  s o 
c ie ty ,  e tc  ) WVO th e re fo re  lo g ic a lly  o p p o se s  p ro 
te c tiv e  le g is la t io n ,  som eth ing  th a t  is  w iped  out by 
ERA H aving h is to r ic a l ly  u n ited  w ith  th e  b o u rg eo is  
fem in is ts  (see  R e s is te n c e ,  Vol ,N o  ) WVO to d a y  
s t i l l  m akes no lin e s  of d em arca tio n  w ith  th e s e  op p o r
tu n is ts  T heir p ra c tic e  a t  th e  co n fe re n ce  confirm ed  
th i s  once a g a in

W VO's o p p o rtu n is t s ta n d  on ERA is  e s p e c ia l ly  r e v e a l 
ing They w an t to  have it bo th  w ays on th i s  q u e s tio n  
They w an t to  a p p e a l to  th o s e  w ho suppo rt ERA a s  w ell 
a s  th o se  w ho oppose  ERA, so  th e y  avo id  pu ttin g  ou t 
a p o s itio n  one w ay  or th e  o th e r They c la im  it is a 
" ta c t ic a l"  q u e s tio n  and  by th is  th e y  m ean th a t  w h en 
ev e r th e y  a re  w ith  ERA s u p p o r te rs , WVO te n d s  to  su p 
port it W ith  th o s e  w ho o ppose  it WVO w ill th e n  
s tr ik e  th e  p o se  of o p posing  ERA They a llo w  m em bers 
to  have  th e ir  own v iew  in th e  hopes of b e in g  ab le  to  
re c ru it in  bo th  cam ps Thus th e  in v ita tio n  to  NOW 
le a d e rs  to  d efend  ERA a t th e  co n fe re n ce  is not a c o n -  
c i l l ia t io n  w ith  th e  fem in is ts  bu t part of WVO s line

A nother exam ple  of WVO s ta i l is m  w as  a t th e  O rgan 
ize  th e  U norgan ized  w orkshop  in w h ich  th e  J P Ste 
vens b o y co tt com m ittee  w as  pu sh in g  th e  lin e  th a t 
th e  b o y co tt w as th e  prim ary to o l in o rg an iz in g  J P 
S tev en s w orkers in th e  B lack Belt South T his is in 
co rrec t a s  it n e g a te s  th e  vanguard  ro le  of the  w ork 
ing c l a s s ,  and  n e g a te s  th e  prim ary to o l w hich  is 
th e  s tr ik e  WVO did  not a ttem p t to  com bat th i s  in 
co rrec t idea  e i th e r  O ther v ie w s , som etim es put out 
by h o n es t peo p le  w ho d id n 't  know  any  b e t te r  w ere 
a l s o  met by WVO's approv ing  s i le n c e  Some of th e s e  
w ere lik e  "form ing our own hom ecare s y s te m " , and 
to  " n a tio n a liz e  h ousing  and  e lim in a te  la n d lo rd s"  - -  
b o th  refo rm ist p ro p o s itio n s  im p o ss ib le  w ith in  c a p i 
ta l ism  R ather th a n  a ttem p tin g  to  s tru g g le  w ith  
th e s e  id e a s  in order to  he lp  th o se  h o n es t bu t c o n 
fu sed  p eo p le  ad v an ce  in th e ir  p o s it io n s  WVO c h o se  
to  rem ain  s i le n t and  k eep  an  u n p rin c ip led  p ea ce  
w ith  a l l  fo rc e s

UNDEMOCRATIC METHODS

The lin e  of th e  co n fe re n ce  w as a ls o  re f le c te d  in its  
m ethods of work WVO c o n s is te n t ly  underm ined  th e  
d em o cra tic  p ro c e ss  R eso lu tio n s w ere p repa red  ah ead  
of tim e , so m etim es re s e n te d  a t th e  la s t  m inute w i th 
out hav ing  had any  d is c u s s io n  oh th e  to p ic  T his m e 
th o d  d id  not g iv e  peo p le  th e  oppo rtun ity  to  a ir  out 
th e ir  v iew s on th e  re so lu tio n s  and  rea ch  p rin c ip led  
u n ity  on them  At th e  A ffirm ative A ction  w o rk sh o p , 
a le a d in g  cad re  of WVO p re se n te d  a re so lu tio n  s u p 
porting  th e  c a l l  for a "m ass p a rty "  WVO tr ie d  to  
in n o cen tly  s l ip  in th i s  re so lu tio n  w ithou t any  d is c u s - ,  
s io n  of it du ring  th e  w o rk sh o p , bu t it w as re je c te d  
s in c e  th e re  had b ee n  no d is c u s s io n  or p re se n ta tio n  
on th e  m a tte r  befo re  In th e  sam e w ay w ith o u t any 
d is c u s s io n ,  th e re  w as  a la s t  m inute a p p e a l to  p a s s  
a re so lu t io n  su p p o rtin g  th e  NOW m inority  c a u c u s  
M any of u s  w ere s u rp ris e d  to  h ea r a t  th e  c lo s in g  s e s 
s io n  re s o lu t io n s  th a t  had  no t b ee n  app ro v ed  or d i s 
c u s s e d  a t  our w o rk sh o p s S truggle w as c ru sh e d  many 
tim es  At th e  S te r iliz a tio n  and  A bortion  w orkshop  
w here an  Im portant s tru g g le  w as d ev e lo p in g  around  
w ho is  th e  e -’emy of w om en, WVO q u ick ly  ended  it 
by  announcing  th a t  "d inner is b e in g  se rv ed  for th o s e  
in te re s te d  "

OUR PARTICIPATION

A lthough sho rt n o tice  of th e  co n fe re n ce  did no t a llow  
for a d e q u a te  p a r tic ip a tio n , we u rged  som e frie n d s  to  
a t te n d  w ith  u s  th e  f ir s t  day in the  s p ir i t  of in v e s t ig a 
tio n  On th i s  d a y , our p a r tic ip a tio n  w as very lim ited  
At th e  end  of th e  d a y , we summ ed up th e  c o n fe re n c e , 
th e  fo rc e s  p r e s e n t ,  th e  l in e ,  our ro le ,  e tc  Summing 
up w ith  ou r fr ie n d s  led  to  a more a c tiv e  p a r tic ip a tio n  
on th e  nex t day  T his w as a co rre c t m ethod of work 
w hich  p rov ided  com rades w ith  a c le a re r  o r ien ta tio n  
and  a w ay to  e x e rc is e  le a d e rsh ip  more co n s c io u s ly  
and  e f fe c tiv e ly  As a r e s u l t ,  we w ere ab le  to  e x e r 
c i s e  le a d e rsh ip  and  com bat in co rrec t id e a s  in  a p r in 
c ip le d  and  n o n se c ta r ia n  m anner At th e  ERA w orkshop  
for exam ple one p e rso n  w as w on o ver to  o p p o sitio n  
to  ERA a f te r  r e a liz in g  a s  sh e  s a id  th e  danger ERA 
re p re s e n ts  for th e  w orking c la s s

We a ls o  m ade m is ta k e s  M ost n o ta b ly , we fa ile d  
to  s tru g g le  fo r a re so lu tio n  of our own on o p p o sitio n  
to  ERA W e w ere ab le  to  s to p  a re so lu tio n  in favor 
of ERA p ro p o sed  by  NOW A lthough we s tru g g led  
s ta u n c h ly  a g a in s t  ERA, th is  fa ilu re  show ed lib e r ia lism  
and  a la ck  of le a d e rsh ip  a n d  in it ia t iv e  on our part 
It w as p o s s ib le  and  co rre c t to  stru g g le  for su ch  a r e 
so lu tio n  w h ich  w ould  have he lp ed  to  advance  th e  
s tru g g le  forw ard T his fa ilu re  a ls o  show ed s e c ta r 
ian ism  re f le c te d  in th e  narrow  view  of co u n te rp o sin g  
W VO's in te r e s ts  in th e  co n fe ren ce  w ith  th o se  of the  
s tru g g le  o v e ra ll

All of th i s  p o in ted  to  a g rav e r error w hich  in summing 
up led u s  to  c o n c re tiz e  a m ajor le s s o n  T his w as the 
need  for a c o n s c io u s  p lan  in a l l  th e  work we do and  
th e  need  to  com bat bow ing to  sp o n ta n e ity  on a l l  fron ts  
In our p lann ing  we fa ile d  to  se t out a c le a r  c o n s c io u s  
goa l for our p a r tic ip a tio n  in th e  w orkshops and th e  

co n fe re n ce  in g en e ra l In a tho rough  d is c u s s io n  on 
th is  q u e s t io n ,  com rades w ould have g a in ed .a  b e t te r  
g ra sp  on th e  p u rpose  of our p a r tic ip a tio n  in th e  work - 
sh o p s  It w ould  have h e lp ed  them  not to  lo se  th e ir  
b e a rin g s  on th e  q u e s tio n  of th e  re so lu tio n s  Such a 
d is c u s s io n  w ould  have brough t out more p ra c tic a l 
p roblem s to  be ta c k le d ,  a s  w ell a s  s e c ta r ia n  a t t i tu d e s  
to  be co m b atted  A lthough not n e c e s s a r i ly  p re v e n t
ing a l l  e rro rs  o r e r ra d ic a tin g  lib e ra lis m , s e c ta r i a n 
ism , e tc  more c o n s c io u s n e s s  in our p o l i t ic a l  work 
c e r ta in ly  le a d s  to  a b e t te r  s ty le  of work and  b e t te r  
r e s u l ts  T his h a s  b een  an  im portan t le s s o n  eece~t»ore- 
confirm ed in th e  c o n c re te  from our p a r tic ip a tio n  in 
th is  co n fe ren ce

CONCLUSION

What the conference really turned out to be was 
a process of self-exposure by WVO As usual, WVO 
"unites to expose" with the reformists, but ends 
up exposing only eitself For those unfamiliar with1 

WVO's opportunist line it was a process of get - 
ting to know them better too, in practice

In p a r tic u la r ,  th e  lin e  o f "bu ild  th e  m ass m ovem ent" 
a s  th e  c e n tra l  ta s k  held  by WVO cam e out c le a r ly  
WVO h as  b rough t to g e th e r  a few  o rg an iz a tio n s  and  
co n ju red  a  c o a lit io n  w hich  c a l ls  i t s e lf  " S o c ia lis ts  for 
a M a ss  P arty" (SMP) In th e ir  own w ords

"This grow ing u n re s t and  d ise n ch a n tm e n t among 
th e  A m erican p eo p le  w ith  th e  tw o m ajor p o li tic a l 
p a r t ie s  h as  s ti r re d  m otions from v ario u s  fo rces  
for a new  m ass p o li t ic a l  party  The d is i l lu s io n 
ment of th e  A m erican p eop le  w ith  th e  tw o p a r tie s  
and  th e  m otion for a new  party  g ive fu rthe r e v i 
d ence  for th e  need  for SMP "
(taken  from a fly e r d is tr ib u te d  a t th e  con ference)

T h is  "m ass p a rty "  lin e  re p re se n ts  a grow ing tren d  
in th e  U S to d a y  How d o es  WVO in tend  to  b u ild  
its  m ass p a r ty 7 A ccording to  them

"The b e s t  w ay  is to  pu ll to g e th e r  ind iv idua ls  
and  o rg a n iz a tio n s  from v ario u s  s tru g g le s  around 
N Y C  in to  one b road  p o li t ic a l  m ovem ent 
a g a in s t  m onopoly c a p ita lis m  " (sam e sou rce  )

T h is "m ass p a rty "  tren d  is  p a r tic u la r ly  dangerous 
b e c a u s e  it n e g a te s  th e  n eed  for a com m unist party  
and  th e  le ad in g  ro le  of th e  w orking c l a s s  in th e  r e 
vo lu tio n  It c la im s  th a t  th e  w orking c l a s s  is  not 
ready  for su ch  a p a r ty , and  th a t  w hat is  n eed ed  is 
no t a  vanguard  party  m ade up  of th e  b e s t  e lem e n ts  

t of th e  w orking c l a s s  bu t a f r e e - fo r - a l l  c o a lit io n  
of lo o se ly  held  m ass o rg a n iz a tio n s

The "grow ing d ise n ch a n tm e n t of th e  A m erican p eo p le"  
is  W VO's th e o re t ic a l  ju s t if ic a tio n  for th e ir  Budget 
C u ts  C o a lit io n s  o f y e s te rd a y ,  and th e ir  NYWWs of 
to d a y  But th i s  m ass p o li t ic a l  party  is not w hat 
th e  d is e n c h a n te d  A m erican peop le  need  The only 
re a l a l te rn a tiv e  to  th e  tw o p o li t ic a l  p a r t ie s  of th e  
U S b o u rg e o is ie  is  th e  new  com m unist party  
th a t  w e m ust b u ild

To sum up th e  co n fe ren ce  for Poor W om en w a s , in 
th e  la s t  a n a ly s i s ,  an  e x c e l le n t exam ple of w hat th e  
e m a n c ip a t io n  of wom en is  not a l l  a b o u t , and  .what 
th e  lin e  o f WVO | s  a l l  a b o u t^ .



Forge U n i t y . . . . .
Continued from the front page

in words and in deeds
(It) We must unite all those that can he uni

ted in the struggle against national oppression 
and police brutality The great majority of 
Crown Heights residents, be they Afroamencans, 
hispanics, hassidicks or whites, have contradic
tions with imperialism and they can be united in 
the struggle against the main enemy U S lmner- 
lalism

(5) We must be certain that the work in Crown 
Heights although focusing on the building of the 
United Front has to be linked to the central task 
of all Marxist-Leninists in the U S That is the 
building of a genuine multi-national an+i-revi- 
sionist Marxist-Lenmist Communist Party

These live points serve us as general directives, 
as a guiding line in the Crown Heights struggle 
( learly ill of them are intimately interrelated 
And m  the last analysis, they boil down to the 
question of leadership and direction whose lea
dership —  the proletariat's, the bourgeoisie's, 
or the petty bourgeoisie's7 Which path —  reform, 
or revolution7

THE FINAL AIM

The struggle that was ignited by the brutal assa- 
smation of Arthur Miller has been correctly broa
dened to deal with a lot of other manifestations 
of national oppression Issues like unemployment 
(over 35% of Afroamencans m  this area), bad hou
sing conditions lack of medical services a de
teriorating school system that has children rea
ding 1* and 5 years under grade level, etc , etc 
are some of those issues that have been taken up 
bv the masses in struggle It is lmnortant that 
in carrying out the actual struggle against these 
and other national meaualities we consistently 
point out not only at the cause of these problems 
—  the impel la1ist system —  hut also at the real 
solut on to these and other nroblems, that is, 
socialist revolution

The involvement of Marxist-Lenimsts m  the spon
taneous struggles of the masses cannot limit itself 
to deal with the issue at hand, forgetting the 
aim of the struggle as the right opportunists do 
This kind of practice of pure economism (the move
ment lq everything, the aim is nothing ") is in 
tact the main danger posed by the participation 
in this struggle cf right opportunist forces like 
the ( PML and the WVO (More on this later ) On the 
other hand we cannot become parrots that only talk 

about the aim and make of the correct statement 
"Socialism is the only solution" a bunch of empty 
words completely divorced from the day to day work 
that will make socialist revolution possible In 
the words of Comrade Stalin

The Party cannot be a real 
patty if it limits itself to registering what the masses of the 
working class feel and think if it drags at the tail of the 
spontaneous movement if it is unable to overcome the inertn 
and the political indifference of the spontaneous movement if 
it is unable to rise above the momentary interests of the prole 
tariat if it is unable to raise the masses to the level of under 
standing the class interests of the proletariat The Party must 
stand at the head of the working class it must see farther 
than the working class it must lead the prolctari it and not 
drag at the tail of the spontaneous movement

Foundations of Leninism, page 103

REFORMISTS IN THE LEADERSHIP

At p re se n t, the  leading force in the Crown H eights 
struggle is the Black U nited F ront, an um brella o r
gan iza tion  com posed of about eight community 
groups, including ch u rch es, an ti-p o v erty  and other 
community programs The lead e rs  are mainly re l i 
gious fig u res , s ta ff  from community program s, and 
local p o litic ian s  — people who h is to rica lly  have 
been involved in e lec to ra l p o litic s  and funding cam 
paigns for poverty programs The BUF does not a c 
cep t individual membership —only organizations — 
and although a non-Black organization  can  join the 
BUF only Black organ izations can be part of the 
s teering  com mittee

The line of the leadersh ip  is heavily  reform ist and 
narrow n atio n a lis t For exam ple , some of the  more 
em phatic dem ands to  come out of the p resen t stru g 
gle have been for contro l of th e  loca l community 
corporation (presently  dom inated by Hassidic Jews), 
m d  for ar> e lec to ra l red istribu tion  th a t would allow  
for the e lec tio n  of more Black p o litic ian s  to  office 
At the  Tuesday night public m eetings of the BUF, 
you are bound to  receive  lite ra tu re  from every 
Black p o litic ian  seek ing  o ffice , and more often than 
not they have th e  support of the  BUF leadersh ip

Another big demand is for the reorganization  of the 
local police p rec in c t, the  hiring of 50% Black p o l
ice o ffic e rs , and th e  renaming of the p recinct afte r 
the la te  Arthur M iller The leaders of the Front are 
te llin g  the Afro-Americans of Crown H eights that 
Black cops w ill not b ru ta lize  them like w hite cops 
do b ecau se  th e ir  "so u ls"  are different Confront

ed w ith th e  fac t th a t Black cops a lso  partic ipa ted  
In the  murder of Arthur M ille r, one of th e  BUF le a 
ders claim s th a t th o se  were not Black policem en 
because  they  have adopted the  "white m entality" 
Another one "concedes" th a t Black cops are not 
the so lu tion  to  the problem , b ecau se  i t 's  rea lly  a 
question  of who th e  cops are tak ing  .orders from 
And he concludes th a t therefo re th e  "rea l"  so lu 
tion  lie s  In getting  Black p o litic ian s  e lec ted  to  
office Then th e  Black cop w ill be tak in g  orders 
from the Black p o litic ia n , and the  problem of 
police b ru ta lity  w ill be so lved!

C learly , If we are going to  organize the Black com 
m unity 's anger a t police b ru ta lity  Into a revolu tion 
ary fo rce , we have to  struggle ag a in s t Incorrect 
view s like th e s e  The rea l e s se n c e  of th e  problem 
of po lice b ru ta lity  — and national oppression  in 
g e n e ra l— does not lie  in the  skin color of the cop 
who sw ings the club or the  p o litic ian  who sends 
him into th e  community It lie s  in th e  nature of Im
peria lism  , w hich op p resses  nations In order to  rip 
off super-p ro fits  (profits over and above w hat is 
ob ta inab le  from "normal" c a p ita lis t  exp loitation) 
Therefore we have to  make it c le a r  to  th e  oppressed  
people th a t the source of th e ir  oppression  Is U S. 
im perialism  And w hile we ta rg e t U S. Im perialism  
as  the main enemy of th e  w orkers and oppressed  
people of th e  U S , we must a lso  expose the  lin es  
of reformism and c la s s  co llabora tion  th a t try  to  d e 
flec t the p eo p le 's  struggle aw ay from th e  main ta r 
get and le t Im perialism  off the  hook

HOW WE CARRY OUT OUR WORK

In th e  Crown H eights struggle we have consistently, 
in an open and above board fa sh io n , struggled  ag a in s t 
th e se  incorrect lin es  During the  July 16 m arch, we 
were the only force th a t put out propaganda and a g ita 
tion  saying th a t im perialism  ^ n d  not the  Hassidic 
Jew s, Is the enemy At th e  time when so -c a lle d  
com m unists like the CPML and WVO w ere ta ilin g  
behind the petty  bourgeoisie  and th e ir  narrow r e 
form ist s lo g a n s , we were putting forward the line of 
m u lti-national un ity  At a tim e in w hich so -c a lle d  
a n tl- tm p e ria lis t were frenzted ly  scream ing "Boycott 
the Jews 1 " , we were putting forward the correct s lo 
gan of "Black, Brown, Yellow, W hite - -  U nited We 
M ust F ig h t1 "

It w as the same in the m eetings of the  Black U nited 
Front C o n sis ten tly  and In a n o n -sec ta ria n  s ty le  
we explained time and tim e ag a in , why Black p o lice 
men and p o litic ian s  are not the solu tion  We e x 
p la ined  the need to  make a d is tin c tio n  betw een the 
R ockefellers, D uponts, e tc  who are the enemy b e 
cau se  they are im peria lists (not b ecau se  th ey 're  
w h ite ), and the white workers who are oppressed  by 
the same im perialist ruling c la s s  as  the Afro-Ameri
can people

Right In the m idst of the s trugg le , In the  s tree ts  
as  w ell a s  in the  m eetings, we have not been afraid  
to  put out our line and fight for it And w hile th is  
has won us many enem ies among the  most rea c tio n 
ary fo rc e s , it h a s  a lso  drawn the anger of the sham 
com m unists of the CPML and the WVO, who prefer 
to  promote the  petty  bourgeois reform ist le ad e rsh ip , 
e s tab lish in g  the  U nited Front from above rather 
than  tak ing  up the arduous ta s k  of building the front 
more slow ly  but on a ifrm  m ass b as is

CPML AND WVO - -  RIGHT OPPORTUNISM INACTION

As we sa id  above, CPML and WVO have cap itu la ted  
to  th e  petty  bourgeois leadersh ip  of the struggle in 
Crown H eights WVO ta lk s  alot- about how powerful 
the m ass movement is when the  p ro le taria t and the 
petty  bourgeo isie  fight on the  same s id e , bat they  
conveniently  forget to  deal WITH THF FUNDAMEN
TAL QUESTION of under whose leader r p  aid u n 
der w hat program th is  unity  is developer? We ask

com rades to  read the accoun ts made by th e  CPML 
and WVO of th e se  strugg les In th e ir  new spapers , 
so you can  see  c lea rly  the line they  are peddling 
(If n e c e s sa ry , you may con tac t us and we w ill pro
vide you w ith clipp ings and le a fle ts  th a t have been put 
out by various organ izations during the  struggle)
Not once has a cadre of e ith e r WVO or th e  CPML 
ra ised  th e ir  voice In the  m eetings to  fight ag a in s t 
the many reform ist and backw ard Ideas put forward 
there On the  contrary , WVO has opted for e s ta 
b lish ing  an a ll un ity , no struggle a llia n ce  w ith the 
lead e rs  of the  BUP, whom they c a l l  "p rogressive"
And the same thing Is true of the CPML

THE LIQUIDATORS OF THE NATIONAL QUESTION 
COME TO CROWN HEIGHTS

The right opportunism  of the CPML and the  WVO, 
and th e ir  mum's the word, a ll unity  a llia n ce  w ith 
the reform ists w as exposed very c lea rly  In how 
they  d ea lt w ith th e  Incident around th e  so -c a lle d  
Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP)

On July 15 ,th e  day before a m assive p ro test march 
ca lled  by th e  BUF, th e  RCP showed up In Crown 
H eights for the  firs t tim e In y ea rs  to  hold t i r  lr own 
march in the  community All the p artic ipan ts  in 
th is  march were ou ts iders  with no kind of t ie s  
to  the community As the RCP's lead  ca r appro
ached  Crown H eig h ts , a m ass of community r e 
s id en ts  gathered  in th e  s tre e t ,  and physically  
threw  the m archers out of the community Some 
of them made anti-com m unist s ta tem en ts , and 
ca lled  the RCP names like "c rack e r" , e tc

Now, it is  undoubtedly true th a t the  RCP march 
w as a supreme exam ple of opportunism , an u n 
ashamed g e t-r ic h -q u ick  schem e designed  to  leech  
off the developing struggle around Arthur M ille r 's  
murder But at the  same tim e, the inciden t u n 
doubtedly reflec ted  In many w ays the backw ard 
Id ea s , like anti-com m unism  and narrow nationalism , 
th a t are w idespread  In Crown H eig h ts , and th a t 
must be struggled  against by a ll genuine revolu
tio n aries

In a recent issue of The Call, however the opportun

is ts  of the  CPML give a to ta lly  d is to rted  version 
of the  event They spent a couple of paragraphs 
g loating about the RCP's f e a t , w ithout saying one 
word about the backw ard sen tim ents of the  m asses  
th a t led to  it In fa c t,  they  ac tu a lly  glorify th e se  
sen tim ents by try ing to  portray the  inc iden t a s  a 
conscious d ec is ion  on the part of the  community to  
expel sham com m unists 1 The co ck -ey ed  logic b e 
hind th is  claim  Is as  follow s Nobody questions 
the CPML's partic ipa tion  in the  BUF, therefo re  th e  
CPML is accep ted  as  genuine com m unists And 
anybody who g e ts  thrown out of Crown H eigh ts , 
th e re fo re , is  being re jec ted  as  sham com m unists 1

But a s  u su a l, the  CPML convenien tly  om its some 
Important fa c ts  For exam ple , they  are p a rtic ip a 
ting  in th e  struggle under the  flag of the Ftghtback 
Com m ittee, not the Communist Party M-L So, given 
th e ir  right opportunist line Of not struggling ag a in s t 
backw ard Id e a s , not putting out a correct M arx is t- 
Lenm ist l in e , how would anybody know th e y 're  su p 
posed to  be com m unists a t a l l , le t a lone whether 
they  are genuine or sh am 7 Second since they  n e 
ver ra ise  any critic ism  of the leadersh ip  of the 
F ront, and therefore pose no th rea t to  th a t lead e r
sh ip , why would anybody bother to  question  th e ir  
p a rtic ip a tio n 9 But of co u rse , lis ten ing  to  CPML's 
acco u n t, you w ill hear about th e ir  firm communist 
leadersh ip  of the  s trugg le , w hich has won the re 
spec t of the m a sse s '

In summing up this question, »-* vi: z  * • ' "-hi ess 
that the understanding that t o s - e *  j * CF*&« W O  
and others have of how to m i  3. si
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NLSSC LAUNCHES CjuuRAIGN FOR ZANU

Note In endorsing the campaign "SNEAKERS FOR ZANU" initiated by the National Liberation 
Struggles Support Committee, we call on all comrades andfriends to help make it a success 
Those of you m  the New York area can join the brigades that distribute literature and 
collect funds every Saturday in working class communities You can also help by organizing 
a meeting in your neighborhood, school, with fellow workers, etc to discuss the campaign 
Outside the New York area you can write the NLSSC for literature on the campaign and 
instructions on how to go about it m  your area Speakers are available Send your 
contributions, and make your commitment to do work, right now'

Commei
SHOW YOUR CONCRETE SUPPORT FOR THE STRUGGLE OF THE ZIMBABWEAN PEOPLE'

__ SNEAKERS

FIFTY THOUSAND REFUGEES FROM ZIMBABWE ("RHODESIA") NEED OUR HELP11 

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE WHATEVER YOU CAN TO THE SNEAKER DRIVE FOR ZANU!'

The African people of Zimbabwe are suffering great 
hardships under the rule of a racist government 
The seven million native Zimbabweans are faced with 
starvation, poverty, disease and illiteracy, while 
a quarter-million white settlers enjoy the highest 
standard of living found anywhere on earth

The racists use all kinds of violence and terror 
to keep the people down As a result of the mur
derous acts of the Rhodesian army and its American 
mercenaries, over 50,000 Zimbabweans have been for
ced to leave their homeland They have fled across 
the eastern border to refugee camps m  Mozambique

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A DISTRIBUTOR_

I WOULD LIKE^i BECOME A SUSTAINER________

I WILL CONTRIBUTE $______MONTHLY, BI-WEEKLY

I WILL TYPE______  I WILL TRANSLATE_____

I WILL DO GRAPHICS________

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A WORKER CORRESPONDENT

R esistance

The Zimbabwe African National Union is fighting 
against the racist government;. Dedicated to the 
cause of total liberation for Zimbabwe, ZANU has 
won big military victories | They have liberated 
over 80% of the country, and are challenging the 
racists' hold on Salisbury, the capital city

ZANU has also taken up the main "responsibility for 

the care of the refugees in Mozambique Robert 
Mugabe, leader of ZANU, has made an international 
appeal for assistance m  getting food and clothing 

for the refugees, along with medical, educational, 
and agricultural supplies. YOU CAN HELP THE REFUGEES 
BY MAKING A CONTRIBUTION —  NO MATTER HOW SMALL''

The National Liberation Struggles Support Committee 
(NLSSC) is starting a campaign to help the refugees 
Our plan is to raise enough money to buy at least 
five hundred pairs of,sneakers, which are needed 
to protect the people's feet from the painful bites 
of jiga-fleas, and other injuries

WE ASK ALL OF YOU WHO REALLY CARE ABOUT THE AFRI
CAN PEOPLE TO GIVE WHAT YOU CAN TO THIS CAMPAIGN'
If each of pitches m  with a small contribution, 
we can help the refugees and ZANU in a big way 
This m  turn will strike a painful blow at the U S 
imperialists, who are making big profits off of 
Rhodesian racism at the same time that they op
press the people lere in the U S Supporting the 
cause of African liberation is an important part 
of our struggle to free ourselves, because IF AFRI
CA IS NOT FREE, NEITHER ARE WE'’

A PENNY OR A DOLLAR, 

WHATEVER YOU CAN SQUEEZE, 

WILL HELP TO BUY SNEAKERS 

FOR THE REFUGEES1 '

For more information, or to make a donation, 
call or write to

NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLES SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
l6l East Houston Street, Box 258, NYC, NY 10002 

Telephone (212) 228-4091

Submitted by
COLORADO ORGANIZATION FOR REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE 

COReS (MLM)

On August 29, 1970, at the height of the Viet Nam 
war, over 25,000 people rallied to Los Angeles to 
participate in the Chicano Moratorium against the 
war The demonstration was a protest against the 
slaughter of Chicano youth in that war and against 
the intense national oppression suffered by Chican- 
os here at home. Seeing that Chicanos made up over 
20% of the deaths in Viet Nam, the Chicano people 
were expressing their hatred of that war, and their 
outrage at the contradiction of fighting a war to 
protect the interests of the very system that was 
viciously oppressing and exploiting them

Without warning, the L A sheriff and police depart
ments attacked the crowd resulting in 400 people in
jured and 3 deaths Meeting the offensive of the 
state, the demonstrators fought back with anything 
available, burning police cars and defending them
selves against the onslaught The heroic resistance 
of the Chicano people that August'29th is a brill ant 
example of the capacity and determination of oppressed 
people to fight for their democratic rights and lib- 
erati on

The Chicano moratorium, taking a stand against the 
Viet Nam war, objectively linked up with the nation
wide struggle against the war, thereby contributing 
to the end of the intervention of U S imperialism 
in Viet Nam This was a concrete showing of soli
darity with the Viet Namese people in their struggle 
for national liberation against one common enemy,
U S imperialism Furthermore, by making public the 
fact that a disproportionate number of Chicanos were 
fighting and dying in that war, the moratorium, ex
posed the way that the ruling class uses poor and 
oppressed people.Jto.. fight their imperialist wars 
All those facts make i t  cleer that the events of 
August 29, 1970, were objectively anti-imperialist, 
and the Chicano moratorium was a revolutionary ac
tivity

Aug. 29, 1970 was of great importance because i t  
provided the people with a lesson for future rev
olutionary activities and the future struggle for 
the seizure of state power It was a day when the 
Chicano people dealt a blow to U S. imperialism and 
took one step closer to full liberation and social
ism The masses are the makers of history This 
is truth based on the study of history Without 
the participation of the masses, revolution is im
possible Again August 29, 1970 has confirmed once 
more that the masses will not stand passively while 
being attacked and oppressed They have shown their 
boundless revolutionary energy, potential and capa
city to resist oppression with whatever is at hand

The August 29th moratorium should be commemorated as 
a revolutionary holiday, as a part of the revolution
ary tradition of the Chicano people and oppressed 
nationalities in this country August 29th should 
be looked as a symbol of Chicano resistance to the 
oppression and exploitation of imperialism, a sym
bol of their revolutionary spirit

In commemorating the Chicano moratorium, we must also 
have the ability to draw lessons in order that the 
struggle will move forward There are several les* 
sons of that demonstration that need to be deepened 
and corrected.

One is the nature of the opposition to the Viet Nam 
war It is a good thing that the Chicano people 
took a stand against that war because i t  was unjust 
and imperialist It was an attempt by U S imper
ialism to gain new markets and increase their prof
its through the brutal exploitation and oppression 
of Viet Nam's people and resources The moratorium, 
however., opposed the war primarily because of the 
disproportionate number of the people fighting and 
dying in the war were oppressed nationalities Sol
idarity with the Viet Nam people was raised secondar
ily

It is correct to expose the use by the bourgeoisie of 
oppressed nationalities and working people in imper
ia list wars, but this position alone does not go far 
enough The correct stand is to oppose all imperi
a list wars and defend and support aTT_ just wars — 
wars of national liberation, wars Tor socialism, and 
wars against imperialist aggression This would lead, 
not only to the unequivocal support for the Viet Nam 
people and absolute condemnation of U S. imperialism 
in Viet Nam, but to the condemnation of all imperial
ist wars

Another aspect of the moratorium is the position of 
multi-national unity The moratorium was basically 
a Chicano event There were other nationalities in
volved, but the main thrust of the event was Chicano 
Throughout the event, examples of narrow nationalism 
were evident The fact that the war was primarily 
opposed because of the role played by Chicanos, the 
main slogan "Raza Si, 6uerra No1" implied that the 
war would not have been opposed had no Chicanos been
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ntorate August 29th Moratorium
continue to implement it’s lessons

involved. This position ignores the fact that other 
poor and oppressed people of all nationalities were 
fighting and dying in the war for the benefit of the 
ruling class The strength of the Chicano struggle 
and opposition to the war would have been ficttta- 
ted under the banner of multi-national unity which 
recognizes a common enemy of the poor and oppressed 
masses rather than each national group seeing their 
struggle separate and indifferent from the working 
class and oppressed nationalities.

The communists have not ignored their tasks Gen
uine M»rx1lt-len1n1sts have developed some sound 
work and important lessons. But, if we are to und
erstand our past errors and weaknesses, the sig- 
nicance of the betrayal of M-L by opportunists 
from the CPUSA to the CP-OL, and the responsib
ility which must be fulfilled to the Chicano 
movement (and others), we need to inculcate the 
lessons of Aug. 29th to ourselves as well as to 
the masses.

The moratorium also liquidated the fact that the 
majority of the Chicanos in the d S. are workers 
This means that most of them are primarily exploi
ted as working people by the ruling class This 
makes them part of the multi-national working class 
the main revolutionary force in the U S There was 
no attempt by the moratorium to make this link up, 
they dealt with the Chicano people as if no class 
differences existed, sacrificing the need to build 
multi-national unity to struggle against class op
pression This position submerges the class strug
gle and prevents the unity of the multi-national 
working class and only serves the bourgeoisie

History has proven that the only system which can 
fully end oppression and exploitation of the work
ing class and oppressed nationalities is a social
ist system Such a system is the only real answer 
to the suffering of the Chicano, other nationalities 
and the working class The working class is the 
most consistent revolutionary class, the only class 
capable of leading struggle for socialism For 
this reason, it is not only imperative that the 
Chicano liberation struggle link up with the strug
gle of the multi-national working class, it is also 
imperative to win over the Chicano movement to ac
cept the leadership of the working class This is 
the only way that the immense potential of the mas
ses can be utilized to the fullest, that all resour* 
ces can be put to use at the right time and in the 
correct manner,that all energies are directed against' 
the same target, the U S bourgeoisie, with the same 
ultimate goal in mind, socialist revolution.

We should also realize that at the same time of the 
moratorium there was no general plan for the liber
ation of the Chicano people, or general program for 
revolution This program and plan can insure the suc
cess of the revolution The Chicano and other oppres
sed people in the US did not and still do not have 
a multi-national, revolutionary party to lead the 
struggle. Such a party by itself will not end the 
problems of the Chicanos, but it will be a gigan
tic step forward The creation of a Marxist- 
Leninist party is the decisive task to qualita
tively advancing theentire revolutionary strug
gle. It will be such a party that gives a 
revolutionary consciousness to the aspirations of the 
Chicano struggle and the struggle of other working 
and oppressed people within the U.S

PARTY BUILDING AND HASS WORK

August 29th is not the first time in which the Chic
ano masses have spontaneously responded to the opp
ression of imperialism They have a long history of 
struggle for their democratic rights and against na
tional and class oppression Battles like the Aug 
29th Moratorium, although massive and heroic, have 
not solved the problems of the Chicano people What 
this means is that the Chicano struggle must become 
more conscious and directed

In the past 8 years, the communist movement has 
obviously not captured the leadership of the Chi
cano revolutionary movement The fundamental re
ason for this is the lack of a party to direct 
and coordinate that work from an overall or nat
ional level Leadership of a movement cannot be 
won by Marxist-Leninists working only or primar
ily in the context of their local or organiza
tional priorities,in separate, isolated areas of 
the country The task of winning over the broad 
masses, as a secondary task to be done in the 
context of uniting the Marxist-Leninists and win
ning over the advanced, cannot truly serve the 
central task if our mass work is not directed in 
some overall sense, to an overall goal In other 
words, to win over the broad masses means to win 
them over to a coranon program, to a party or at 
least to one trend. It cannot be vulgarized to 
mean that each separate organization simply and 
only involves itself in mass wo»*k in their area 
with some vague, far-distant ideal of what it 
truly means to win the leadership of the masses

It is not difficult to see that the communist 
movement and party building work would be aided 
by

1) Uniting genuine forces on principled points 
of unity for carrying out joint work,

2) Deepening that through an intra-orgamza- 
tional Chicano Commission to lead that work.

3) Planning out joint campaigns in the Chi
cano movement with common line, slogans, tac
tics, etc ,

4) Deepening the analysis on the Chicano peo
ple and the correct demands to raise (e.g., reg
ional autonomy) in that movement,

5) Summing up that work and deriving the pro
grammatic elements on the Chicano question,

6) Coordinating joint forums, polemics, etc 
to widen the struggle even more

Such work should not be looked at narrowly as be
ing only the task of those Marxist-Leninists who 
work in areas with large concentrations of Chi
canos Eventually a CC of the new party will lead 
such work, not just the party cadre in the South
west. Immediately, in addition to servinq the in
terests of uniting the M-L, such joint work can 
provide lessons (political, tactical) which are 
applicable to the Black Movement, etc It can al
so serve to advance our ability to link uo all 
the revolutionary struggles under the leadership 
of the working class.

We should emphasize that we are not implyina that 
joint work primarily on the Chicano movement is 
what will move forward the party building effort 
We stated earlier, what applies to the work in 
the Chicano movement applies to the communist 
work in all other areas The points we have rais
ed could just as well be raised in connection with 
May Day or ALD

The genuine Marxist-Leninists have undoubtedly 
done some good work in the Chicano movement, but 
tne dominant practice has not been to raise such 
experiences to the level of line, to the level of 
a U S communist program Consequently, we are 
not even sure where that good work has been done, 
what are the lessons for other M-L to benefit 
from, etc There is not the machinery, effort, or 
ability yet to turn this into political line for 
the communist movement as a whole Larqely, such 
experiences remain the personal property (“our 
line") or organizational experience of only one 
organization at best

The anti-revisionist movement has largely failed 
to develop its groundwork among the Chicano peo
ple in the context of party building Party Buil
ding could be partially accomplished out of our 
joint theoretical, political and organizational 
work in the Chicano movement All of these weak
nesses and errors have been dealt with before in 
the coimunist movement. But opportunists have 
confused the issue and even tried to use Lenin 
to rationalize liquidating party building

In the past 8 years since the Moiatorium, the Chicano 
pepple and others have suffered increased repression 
and exploitation Police brutality increases (as it 
always will under capitalism in crisis) and the Bak- 
ke Decision is already being implemented to strip 
away the gains of the 60's Generally the rising, 
spontaneous struggle of the Chicanos still lacks a 
focus, a direction and a leadership

In WITBD, Lenin stated that the "mass movement 
•will determine our tasks'" can only have one 
meaning for us "It means that the mass movement 
puts before us new theoretical, political and or
ganizational tasks, far more complicated than 
those that might have satisfied us in the period 
before the rise of the mass movement " (p 56,FLP)

Masses demonstrate against the police murders 
of Chicanos m  Denver, Colorado

ATM and others took Lenin's words and distorted 
them into a line for carrying out "more" mass 
work, based on shallow unity with other forces, 
centering around their organization This was a 
cover for right opportunism and narrow national
ism to flourish in their organization even more 
The proof of their line is now clear as it led 
to isolation from the Chicano revolutionary move
ment, loss of some honest cadre, sheer spontan
eity and the liquidation of party building.

In no way can Lenin's words, nor should our ana
lysis be taken to mean that the essential prob
lem is one of "too little" mass work. Nor is it 
a problem of the "balance" between "mass work" 
and M-L work". It is a problem of the quality 
and level of the work the Marxist-Leninists are 
conducting in the mass movements It is the sub
jective factor of the work in the mass movements 
which needs to be strengthened, raised to the 
level of conscious work that is uniting the U.S 
Marxist-Leninists.

We are on the brink of another upsurge of the 
mass movements that likely will far surpass those 
of the 60's Yet, the communists have not qom- 
pleted the "old" tasks, particularly the forma
tion of a genuine party Neither thf potential 
upsurge nor the threat of imperialfst war and 
fascism, none of these can be used as a wolf-cry 
to rush Into a party that is built on a political 
house of cards (OL or WVO style) But, neither 
can we ignore the increased urgency for develop
ing that leadership on a sound political basis, 
on a principled unity

In the “marsh" community, the OL, ATM, WVO, etc 
have upheld the first tendency as a line But 
the genuine forces have apparently iqnored this 
urgency and here the second tendency has predom
inated This tendency is fundamentally a manifes
tation of another type of small group mentality 
No matter what our party building line is, we 
have all implemented that line in the vacuum of 
joint work. Small circle spirit does not allow 
us to see that we are conducting our mass work 
essentially only from our individual perspective 
We doubt that anyone can fully claim to be doinq 
that work in such a manner that clearly shows a 
national perspective, in such a way that it is 
step by step and progressively uniting the gen
uine Marxist-Leninists. One organization's work 
done at a "national" level is not equal to Mar- 
xist-Leninist movement work at a national level

Without resolving this "old" task, without under
standing conceptually that party buildinq is the 
central task, there will be no capable communist 
leadership to guide the Chicano movement (and 
other movements). With the completion of this 
task, we will then be better prepared to deal 
with the "new" tasks

Thus, commemorating Aug 29th has two aspects 
There is the concrete task of educating, propa
gandizing and agitating, organizing the masses 
to commemorate this revolutionary holiday. But 
as well, the conscious elements can and must al
so commemorate it by the concrete action of put
ting such work in the context of party building 
jointly along with other Marxist-Leninists We 
can feasibly discuss and arrive at some meaning
ful unity amongst ourselves to do all possible so 
that next year, Aug 29th (and other work) will 
be consciously done so as to move forward the 
party building effort This alone would be a dra
matic Improvement over our past practice
The proletariat and the oppressed nationalities 
need a party to insure that the next upsurge has 
every possibility for seizing State power With 
another world war looming, there will be more 

"Aug 29th's" We, the conscious forces, need to 
preDare to meet our responsibilities in that u d -  

surge We have every possibility of doinq so, if 
we do not consolidate weaknesses and shortcomings 
into a line, if we do not allow ourselves to wal
low in the local party building work, if we are 
genuine Marxist-Lenimst forces^-
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Transit Workers.. . .
Continued from front page

kill weeds along the tracks, or asbestos and steel 

dust in the subway air The most important aspect 
of their work is their efforts to organize and unite 
the rank and file movement around these questions

The recent court struggle to have the contract 
ratified separately by each branch has left many 
workers with the feeling of "Well, you canTt beat 
City Hall " or has just increased their frus
tration From the beginning, we have upheld that 
the workers could not rely on the courts to get what 
they needed As the court action around the co- 
minglmg of the ballots was slowly moving forward, 
the CCTW consistently put forward the position that 
"The rank and file cannot rely on the courts, it is 
the workers' actions that will make a difference "

The court decision handed down late in July up
held the comingling of votes, siding with the TA 
and TWU leadership against the workers, who 
clearly saw this as a bad contract for many reasons 
The 'decision' was a simple reiteration of what 
we already know to be a fact— the bourgeois courts 
will always serve the interests of the bourgeoisie 
and not the workers With this 'acceptance' of the 
contract, the struggle changed m  character

The direct experience in the courts gave the wor
kers an nportant lesson The courts had initially 
upheld the workers demand to count the votes of 
the TA workers separately from the private bus em
ployees However they had not intention of serving 
the workers interests It was all a trick to cool 
ohe workers down After the votes were cast and 
counted separately they then proceeded to add them 
together (com sglmg of the votes) with those of 
the private companies So, as a result, even though 
TA empolyees voted overwhelmingly against the con
tract, the yes votes got the majority'

This neat trick played on the wrokers by the courts 
with the participation of sell-out union leadership, 
served to open the eyes of many workers as to what 
side the courts are on Many conscious workers re
alized that to rely on the courts and to trust the 
union bureaucrats is like walking down a dead end 
road And now, with their anger running high, 
and the taste of the sell-out still fresh m  their 
mouths, the struggle is being focused on getting 
better organized, stronger and united, getting rid 
of sell-out leaders and fighting for union democra
cy m  order to become better equipped to confront 
their TA opporessors

The question on the agenda then was hould the 
woikers go back to the courts and appeal the deci
sion’ In the GCTW's view the appeal would mean a 
further financial burden, and the postponement 
after postponement, and the appeal to the appeal 
of the appeal, and so on, would only serve to de*- 
fuse the struggle This is a sound position re
flecting a growing awareness of the role of the 
courts as instruments of the capitalists, in this 
case the TA In fact, for such a young rank and 
file caucus as the CCTW, going back to the courts 
could lead to the loss of valuable energies best 
utilized in building the rank and file movement, 
educating the workers, and getting ready to con
front the TA from a stronger position

Another rank and file caucus, the 207th St Tran
sit Workers Coalition (TWC) believes otherwise 
The 207th Street Transit Workers Coalition leader
ship put forth the following views (l) Workers 
should keep going to court and (2) that the work
ers should fight on all fronts This is what 
they state publicly But a closer examination 
of the line of the leadership reveals something 
else

They actually hold two positions The Soap Box, a 
publication of the TWC, m  talking about the court 
appeal says "the possibilities of success are fa
vorable" On the otherhand, when speaking to a 
leading worker m  the TWC, he put forward some

thing else First, he admitted that the leader 
ship knew that there was virtually no chance of 
winning the appeal and that even if they could 
win, the TA would appeal and tie them up m  end
less court battles However, that is not where 
their line was most opportunistic Quoting from 
The Soap Box again we get the TWC leaders public 
reason for appealing " 2) To continue the court 
case maintaining the momentum against the pre
sent TWU leadership " When pressed about this 
tactic, they stated that it would keep them and 
their coalition m  the spotlight for quite some 
time, 1 e , workers whould remember their names 
as fighters for the rank and file when it came 
time for the union elections This is the line 
of opportunism It is a line that relies on the 
inactivity of the masses m  the struggle and does 
nothing to educate, organize or move to action 
the rank and file We oppose this line and so 
does the CCTW

The other line is clearly stated in the CCTW 
newsletter #8

"We transit workers must not let the courts, 
or anyone else, stop us from doing what we 
all know is best for us We have to organize 
and fight the rotten t W,U ke"';,i;,rship wills 1 
sold us out, and the T A bosses, whose boots 
they lick It is up to us, we the members,

the rank and file of the T W U  We have no 
choice but to organize and throw them out of 
office and replace them with a leadership 
that will address itself to the needs of the 
workers and that will always act m  our in
terest The court decision was no surprise 
and the whole thing was a hoax and a diver
sion from the beginning We may have lost 
that battle but we have not lost the war 
One thing is to be learned from this exper
ience —  the courts are not on the side of 

the worker "

Being,the fact that there are still a number of 
workers who believe that the court decision must 
be appealed, we feel that the CCTW's decision to 
go along , for the sake of unity, with the other 
rank and file caucuses m  the appeal, is a correct 
one AT the same time we must stress that even 
while continuing in the court battle, victory de
pends not on the decision of the courts, but sole
ly on the struggle of the rank and file workers 
The CCTW is thus correctly counterposmg realiance 
on the courts and the attitude of "Wait and see 
how it turns out m  the courts first", with an 
all out organizing and educating effort at the 

rank and file level To this end they have 
increased their propaganda from a sporadic newslet
ter to a regular one, and recently, to a biweekly 

newspaper, as well as expanded their weekly meetings 
to different boroughs so as to reach as many workers 

as possible

In their newspaper the TRANSIT WORKER, the CCTW says 
on the court action and on rank and file unity

"Because we understand that many of our bro
ther and sister workers are not m  full 
agreement with these ideas, the CCTW supports 
the current go-to-court motion We feel this 
will help to maintain the unity of the rank 
and file movement as a whole But at the 
same time we make the following promise to 
you, our fellow transit workers —  we will 
continue to devote_the biggest part of our 

energies and resources to real education, 
real organizing and real action at the 
rank and file level We urge all concerned 
transit workers to join m  the struggle"’

In fact, many workers realize tnat the struggle 
over this contract could be used as a rallying 
point m  the struggle to seize power from the 
corrupt sold out leadership —  regardless of 
the outcome of the court battle In order to 
help throw out the union misleaders and bring 
democracy to the TWU, the workers m  the CCTW 

began a petition drive to recall the flunkly ex
ecutive Board members of the TWU that had voted 
for the contract (without even seeing it'') At 
the same time, another rank and file group, the 
Committee of Concerned Transit Workers started 
a petition to recall the Local 100 officers (Lawe 
& Co ) These concrete actions have moved many 
workers to join m  an active opposition to their 
oppression These actions as well as the publica
tion of a rank and file newspaper, have been 
very effective as ag^tation/propaganda tools 
and organizing mechanisms The petition drive 
is gaming strength and it definitely has the 
T W U  leadership and the T A very nervous 
This is evidenced bj the fact that these para
sites have stepped up their harrassment of mili
tant workers

Recently, the T A has hit coalition members 
with cautions (work rule violations), called 
them m  for hearings, and put one motorman in 
the streets Two weeks ago they suspended mo- 
torrian Henry Lewis, Chairperson of the CCTW, 
on such trumped charges as "calling m  late when 
you are too sic! to work" These phoney charges 
are just a cover for the actual basis of the TA 
actions, 1 e when workers become active and be
gin to struggle against their oppression, for de
cent working conditions, for democracy, and try 
to organize themselves n this effort, they be
come more and more of a threat The suspension 
of Henry Lewis is the T A 's most blatant action 
to date in their effort to crush the organization 
and fight the rime and file They will try to 
fire Lewis if they can If they cannot rule 
through deception they will rule through force 
They will do anything to try to stop the develop
ment of an active, educated, organized and mili
tant rank and file movement The suspension of 
Lewis did not drop from the sky In the face of 
a real and growing threat to them, the TA, with 
the advice and consent of the TWU leadership, 
suspended Lewis The suspension came at a. time 
when the CCTW was bringing more members to its 
increased schedule of meetings, when the CCTW 
had initiated a recall petition that actually 
threatened the security of the executive hoard, 
when the CCTW had been rcachmg over 25% of tran
sit workers with its weekly newsletters —  as 
a response to these conditions the T A made 
its live The strategy and tactics of the TA 

are to try to crush the ranK and file movement 
by attacking the leadership and by trying to 
scare the other workers into staying out of it 
for fear of their jobs It is clear that the 
T A , and the T W U  leadership, hopes that this 
move will also make workers nervous about ̂ signiijg 
the recall petitions "The attack on Henry Lewis 
is an attack on all transit workers’", says The 
Transit Worker However, the stepped up oppression 
of the T A has not stopped the CCTW from pressing 
forward m  their tasks of organizing the rank and 
file, and they are now moving to build worjcer sup
port for notoman Lewis's defense

FRIENDS OF THE CCTW ARE FORMED

Many progressive forces recognizing the importance 
of the struggle that the transit workers were and 
are engaged in, went to the CCTW and started giving 
public support te the fight These individuals 
and groups who are not TA employees, formed the 
Friends of the CCTW In waging the overall strug
gle, the CCTW clearly recognized the importance of 
this strategic link to the public and has fully 
supported the formation of the Friends of the Co
alition of Concerned Transit Workers The Friends 
is an active support committee made up of concerned 
individuals committed to doing concrete
work m  this struggle The Friends stand for the 
following

1 WE SUPPORT THE STRUGGLE OF THE TRANSIT WORKERS 
FOR A DECENT CONTRACT AND FOR UNION DEMOCRACY

2 WE STAND FOR THE UNITY OF WORKERS OF ALL NA
TIONALITIES AND OPPOSE THE ATTEMPTS OF THE 
MEDIA TO PIT WHITE WORKERS AGAINST BLACK AND 
PUERTO RICAN WORKERS

3 WE BELIEVE IN THE FULL EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN 
AND WOMEN AND OPPOSE ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINA
TION AGAINST WOMEN AND OF MALE CHAUVINISM

1* WE STAND FOR THE UNITY OF TRANSIT WORKERS AND 
THE TRANSIT SYSTEM RIDERS THE STRUGGLE OF 
THE TRANSIT WORKERS AND THE STRUGGLE FOR BET
TER TRANSIT SERVICES SUPPORT EACH OTHER

5 OUR SUPPORT OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE TT M.SIT 
WORKERS IS PART AND PARCEL OF OUR SUPPORT FOR 
THE STRUGGLE OF ALL POOR AND WORKING PEOPLE 
AGAINST CUTBACKS, LAYOFFS AND OTHER ATTACKS 
AGAINST OUR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

The Friends have lent assistance directly to the 
coalition, are actively helping to raise funds for 
the struggle, and are actively putting out propa
ganda and agitation to help inform the public and 
gain their support in this fight Some of the 
Friends' recent propaganda, in addressing the pu
blic on the question of public support for the 
transit workers, stated

"That's why the question of Which side are you 
on’ is a very relevent one Who are we going 
to stand with In this struggle’ With our fel
low workers who have been abused by the T A , 
doublecrossed by their union leaders, and 
fooled by the courts’ Or with the_T A who 
is responsible for many crimes,' "ot only 
against its workers, but against all of us as 
well who have to use their lousy, deteriorating, 
unhealthy, crowded and unsafe mass transit sys
tem’"

Definitely, the LEAGUE FOR PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION (ML) 
stands firmly on the side of the transit workers We 
stand with these fellow workers m  the struggle ag 
ainst the "brutal oppression of the TA, for letter 
working conditions, for a democratic union, and, 
eventually, for the socialist revolution The 

transit workers are not alone in fact—  the millions 
of workers oppressed by the same capitalist enemy 
stand also on their side It is our task to gather 
their support and "build that irresistible force that 
is the multinational unity of the working class

Sucha a struggle will provide us witn many les
sons in the development of revolutionary support 

work The summing up and exchange of lessons gained 
from support work m  this as well as other indus
tries is something that needs to be taken up by 
the communist movement These lessons need to be 
generalized m  a systematic way so as to give gui
dance to comrades doing this kind of work This 
will definitely help to advance the fusion of the 
ideas of socialism with the working class movement 
and thus move forward the building of our much 
needed, new communist party Communists must exer
cise a leading role m  rallying the support of 
workers from all industries for a given workers1 
struggle And we must learn to do this well

VICTORY TO THE TRANSIT WORKERS’

DOWN WITH THE SELL-OUT UNION BUREAUCRATS AND 
THEIR CAPITALIST BOSSES’

-* *  i * sis.* ‘. n  ** * €'-* *  —
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bh1 d to a mass struggle is completely incorrect 
Communists cannot limit rnemselves to tailing "be
hind the reformist slogans put forward by the petty 
bourgeois leadership of the spontaneous struggle 
We must consistently fight for the immediate de
mands that arise in the course of the struggle, 
but at the same time, we must always link those 
demands to the larger goals of the class struggle, 
the struggle for socialism

OfteVi, the views we hold will not be popular, 
and will not be taken up immediately by the 
masses, but that is no excuse to hide our line 
or to refrain from speaking on a particular is- 
nue On the contrary, if we really believe 
that our line is correct, we should speak out 
with confidence, knowing that m  the long run 
the masses will recognize the truth of what 
we are saying as it is proved by the subse
quent course of events This is particularly 
true of the most advanced segments of the masses 
in Crown Heights who even now may be unmoved 
when we sDeak out against narrow nationalism 
and the bourgeois democratic illusions that are 
sown by the misleaders We know that m  the end, 
they will be the first to awaken and take up the 
struggle against these very same influences And 
they will be the ones to convince the broad masses 
of workers and oppressed people to support the 
cause of revolution

Comrade Stalin made it clear that it is sometimes 
necessary to accept a tactical defeat m  the in
terest of winning a strategic victory He gives 
a good example of this m  "The Political Strategy 
and Tactics the Russian Communists"

"The agitation against the war that 
we conducted among the workers and soldiers 
at the beginning of 1917, under Kerensky, un
doubtedly resulted m  a tactical setback, for 
the masses dragged our speakers off the plat
forms, beat them ug, and sometimes tore them 
limb from limb, instead of the masses being 
drawn into the Party, they drew away from it 
But m  spite of this tactical setback, this 
agitation brought nearer a big strategic suc
cess, for the masses soon realized that we 
were right in agitating against the war, and 
later this hastened and facilitated their go
ing over to the side of the Party "

(From pamphlet on Strategy and Tactics 
printed by LPR (M-L)

Similarly, m  Crown Heights it is the task of com
munists to criticize backward ideas and propagate 
the ideas of revolution In this way when the 
reformist politicians finally show their true co
lors, the masses will remember that we have been 
criticizing them all along, and they will begin 
to see our ideas in a more favorable light In 
this way, we will be able to defeat the petty 
bourgeois line of the misleaders, and establish 
oroletanan leadership of the struggle Then we 
will be able to say that the struggle is no long
er on the path of reform , but on the path of re
volution

____________________ 7
SENATOR McGOVERN b a r e s  h is  i m p e r i a l i s t  c l a w s

D E F E N D  D E M O C R A T I C  K A M P U C H E A ' ' '

Senator George McGovern, the liberal "dove" who 
ran for President m  1972 on an anti-war platform, 
is now wearing the sharp claws and beak of a real 
"hawk" He wants to send troops into Democratic 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) to overthrow the people's 
government and stop the revolution

Testifying at a hearing of the Senate Foreign Re
lations Committee on August 21, McGovern lauched 
an hysterical attack on the people, government 
and the Communist Party of Kampuchea He repeated 
all the worn-out slogans about "bloodbaths"."star
vation", and "human rights violation" that we’ve 
heard a thousand times before And he went on to 
ask "Is any thoughts being given of sending m  
a force to knock this government out of power'’" 
McGovern suggested this task be handled by an 
"international peacekeeping force", rather than 
direct invasion by U S Marines

The U S State Department moved quickly to reject 
the proposal, saying it would continue to put pres
sure on Kampuchea through diplomatic, rather than 
military means One official said he knew of no 
plans for military intervention m  Kampuchea, 
other than those being carried out by Vietnam 
Another, a specialist on Southeast Asia, said 
that "a quick, surgical removal of the government 
of Cambodia is not possible" because |of its 
"unique system of government"

The Kampuchean people are working and fighting 
hard to create the conditions for building socia
lism m  their country Their present social struc
ture is well suited for defending the country aga 
ainst attack This "unique system of government"

that is so frustrating to the aggressive instincts 
of the imperialists, is nothing other than the 
people's democratic system that was established 
after liberation under the leadership of the Com
munist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) It maintains only 
a small number of leaders at the national level, 
and is based on a decentralized system of local 
agricultural collectives all across the country 
Because the Kampuchean workers and peasants m  the 
collectives are firmly united with the line and 
policies of their Party, the imperialists would 
accomplish nothing simply by overthrowing the 
government

The case of Senator McGovern shows us just how 
thin the veil of bourgeois libenalism is McGo
vern made a name for himself by opposing an un
popular war, and now he is just another wolf in 
the pact of imperialists who want to devour Kam
puchea once again In retrospect, it is clear 
that his "anti-wai" stand was nothing but a trick 
designed to exploit the genuine anti-imperialist 
sentiments of the masses for his own careerist 
aims

In the face of this new wave of sabre-tattling 
from the so-called liberal wing of the U S imper
ialist bourgeoisie, it is more important than ever 
for us to defend Democratic Kampuchea against all 
attacksThis includes not only those launched by 
U S imperialism, but by Soviet social-imperialism 
and Vietnam too

LONG LIVE DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA'
VICTORY TO THE KAMPUCHEAN PEOPLE AGAINST 

ALL IMPERIALIST ATTACKS'

__________________ ____________________/

MARCH ON CITY HALL

THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 28TH, 1978 

12 noon

WE DEMAND AN END TO

Police Brutality and Murder

80% unemployment of Black youth - 
40% unemployment of Black adults

Closing of Hospitals and increase in 
cost of health care

Deterioration and destruction 
Public Housing Projects

Cutbacks m Child Care and Senior 
Citizens’ services

NEXT ISSUE PART III ON CROWN HEIGHTS 
STRUGGLE-----PARTY BUILDING TASKS

ORGANIZED BY

BLACK UNITED FRONT
Massive Miseducation

“ENOUGH IS ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’”

(Partial list 
of demands)*********** *##*#**#**##

A COMRADE FROM INDIANA (SEE EXCERPTS OF 
HIS LETTER BELOW) QUESTIONS FASCIST 
NATURE OF PROPOSITION 13

I have a question concerning RESISTANCE 
In your Proposition 13 article you state that 
the tax-revolt is an effort by fascist "bour
geois to seize power I think you need to cla
rify this analysis The conclusion you reach 
is a unique and controversial one I knew that 
Proposition 13 was spearheading our current 
ebb decade But the thought that 13 might be 
spearheading a fascist power seizure never 
crossed my mind, nor anyone's else's that I've 
I've come across For one thing, why 13’ Why 
couldn't Bakke, S-ll*37 or abQrtion cutbacks/ 
sterilization speedups represent a fascist 
power grab’ I think LFR-ML should clarify 
themselves on this and explain why 13 repre
sents a fascist power play rather than just a 
normal move by bourgeois-democracy to retract 
its own reforms

O U R  A N S W E R

We definitely agree that Bakke, S 1^37, and the abor
tion cutbacks/ sterilization speedups are indica 
tions of the growing menace of fascism All of 
these attacks against the working class have as the 
their main target the oppressed nationalities and 
women, as well as the democratic rights (freedom of 
speech, of association, strike, etc ) of all wor
kers and oppressed people

The phoney"tax revolt", the infamous Proposition 13, 
is also part of that threat And as a matter of fact 
P 13 poses a very crucial question to us all That 
is whether or not fascism is going to count with 
the support of the masses in the U S Jarvis and 
the gang of John Birchers and other reactionaries 
that led the drive for P 13 used the genuine fee
lings of the masses against high taxes and govern
ment expenditures and priorities, to promote nation
al chauvinism and racial hatred According to them 
the worst thing in the tax issue is that the money 
is being used for welfare, medicaid, medicare, edu

cation, etc

We know that all of this is false To begin with, 
it is m  war preparations, in the support for dic
tatorships in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and 
m  the huge U S government burocracy, etc where 
most of the tax mony ends up The very limited, 
and everyday restricted and deteriorating social 
services we get, are not m  any way the cause of 
high taxes Nor the cause of any of the problems fa- 
facmg the U S society

But for the mouthpieces of the most reactionary, 
most imperialist, most chauvinist sectors of fi
nance capital, for the fascists , it is important 
to point at a scapegoat as the way out Hitler also 
criticised government overexpenditure, he also 
championed the cause of the "middle class", and 
pointed to the Jews as the root cause of all the 
evils of capitalism Here we get much of the same 
from Jarvis and his kind Blacks, Puerto Ricans, 
Chicanos, Asian Americans, women, are the substi
tutes of the Jews, and things like forced sterili
zations are just a preview of what the fascists 
have in mind for us

It is no accident that the leader of the P 13 move
ment, Howard Jarvis, has for many years been linked 
up to the most ultrarreactionary groups and tenden
cies m  this country Jarvis actively campaigned 
and fundraised for superreactionary Barry Goldwater 
for president He was also the founder of a movement 
which according to columnist Jack Anderson collectec 
thousands of dollars from conservative businessmen 
to outlaw trade unions'

Appealing to the most backward sentiments of the ma
sses, pitting workers of one nationality against 
the others, pointing to the oppressed nationalities 
as the root cause of all problems, the pro-fascist 
Jarvis gang is gathering mass support for their fas
cist masters All around the U S the most reac
tionary sectors are rallying behind P 13 types 
of legislation It is very important that we orga
nize the resistance to P 13 That we not only 
expose it as the fascist threat that it is, but tht 
that we also organize a powerful mass resistance 
m  order to defeat it and its backers^-



L P R C M -L 9 L a u n c h e s  
R e c t i f ic a t io n  C a m p a ig n

6

FIGHT, FAIL, FIGHT AGAIN, FAIL AGAIN,
FIGHT AGAIN TILL THEIR VICTORY,
THAT IS THE LOGIC OF THE PEOPLE 
THIS IS ANOTHER MARXIST LAW "

Cast Away Illusions, Prepare for Struggle 
Mao Tsetung, Selected Works,-Vol 1*, p 1*28

Comrades and friends

The task of determining which are our errors 
weaknesses and how to correct them is one 
in which we are concentrating the most m  
the recent period It is clear that we 
have serious problems which have prevented us from 
playing a more responsible and leading role in the 
revolutionary struggle m  the United States Among 
them are our relatively small size, being based 
solely in one area of the country, the small num
ber of workers that make up the ranks of our mem
bership and contacts, lack of formal and consis
tent relations with other Marxist-Lemnist forma
tions, the poor quality and small quantity of our 
theoretical work and our insufficient communist 
agitation and propaganda Our defects and weak
nesses have been felt much more strongly around 
the central task of the communist movement at this 
time —  the building of a genuine Multinational, 
Marxist-Lemnist party

In a period of ideological confusion, ip which the 
self-proclamation of parties, vanguards, and lead
ing centers, etc , is the order of the day, a per
iod in which small circle spirit is glorified and 
grows stronger as if m  opposition to these self- 
proclamations, a period m  which the pillars of 
Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse Tung Thought are being 
attacked from all quarters, we have been unable 
to offer an alternative to the movement We have 
been unable to correctly organize the struggle 
against opportunism, of the right, which constitu
tes the m a m  danger, as well as the "left" Sim
ilarly, we have not given our dispersed forces a 
tactical plan that would provide a method by which 
to carrv out the task of party building and conse
quently^ to advance the great cause of proletarian 
revolution in our country We can't move forward 
without a tactical plan which takes into account 
the basis for unity as well as the method by which 
these unities can be made into an irresistible for
ce which gives leadership to the movement on party 
building In order that we can seriously consider 
our participation m  the developing of this plan, 
we must seriously deal with our weaknesses —  we 
must t et rid of the baggage and start up the ma
chinery"

It took us a long time to come to understand the 
situation although the evidence was right before 
our eyes The dominant tendency was to look at the 
problems separately, without establishing a connec
tion or interrelation between them Thus, we re
cognized the existence and dealt with the problems 
of sectarianism, subjectivism, bowing to spontan
eity, lack of ties with the masses However, we 
always tried to deal with these problems in isola
tion from one another Naturally we did not com
pletely eliminate these "poisonous weeds" We 
removed or cut the biggest branches, however the 
weeds grew again Although in different forms, the 
content was the same

For a long,time, we have been aware of the fact 
that something was wrong, but we were unable to 
correctly figure out what it was We basically 
dealt with the symptoms or manifestations of the 
problems, with its clear expressions, without ever 
touching the root —  the essence of the problems 
A circumstance that helped to create the conditions 
by which we were able to correctly focus on the 
essence of our problems was the development of 
the contradiction within the international com - 
communist movement around the question of the 
theory of the three worlds The ideological 
struggle between the comrades from the Communist 
Party of China and the Party of Labor of Albania 
brought about a realignment of forces within the 
communist movement m  the United States (as well as 
the world over)

The task of uniting Marxist-Lenimsts is to be esta- 
olished_ over nei basis given the fact that both sham 
and genuine Marxist-Lenimsts are supporting the 

correct thrge worlds theory The same thing 
could be said regarding the incorrect posi
tion on the international situation that is be
ing put forward by the Party of Labor of Albania 

Trying to determine how to deal with this situation 
made it necessary to consider the questions of who 

were genuine and sham Marxist-Lenimsts, as well as 
what were proper lines of demarcation, etc The 
process of carrying out this analysis, made it nec- 
essar that we analyse our own line and m  so doing 
we identified some of the errors which we have to 
repuG_iate and correct, but even more important we 
identified errors m  our method of thinking and m  
our style of work which are at the root of our 

prob s

In April of this year, we had already begun to dis
cuss the need to sum-up our different areas of work 
m  order to determine the positive gains as well as 
errors However, we did not yet perceive the neces
sity for a rectification campaign (As a matter of 
fact, we had criticized the Revolutionary Communist 
League -RCL-MLM, correctly we think, for having put 
forth a rectification campaign around the Unities 
the movement had with the gang of four, without how
ever mentioning what needed to be rectified or how 
one would go about it )

The great fiasco we had around our May Day Celebra
tion served as the catalyst for the campaign We 
were confident that a couple of hundred people 
would attend the activity and that we would be able 
to mobilize workers from different factories and 
other work places from throughout the area The 
activity was poorly attended (perhaps 50 to 75 peo
ple) and workers were conspcious by their absence 
Du, m g  the discussions carried out after the acti
vity, our organization made itself responsible for 
the failure of the mobilization for the event and 
took on the task of identifying the reasons for 
this failure ( We still believe the political con
tent of the May Day event was correct )

The process of summing up the May fiasco, trying to 
learn from the errors committed m  order to avoid 
the same errors m  the future gave way to a vigor
ous ideological struggle within the organization 
Many comrades correctly pointed out that we could 
not separate the May Day activity from the rest of 
our work and our political line These comrades 
insisted that we see the activity m  the context of 
what we had to do m  the ideological, political and 
organizational sphere These comrades were able to 
win over the organization to their line and the de
cision was made to repudiate the original analysis 
which merely pointed to such incidental phenomena 
as who did or didn't do what, who was or wasn't in
vited, who should have been excluded, etc but did 
not deal with the essence of the problem Ultima
tely, the organization consolidated around the view 
that the May Day Fiasco was a sign of major problems 
—  the tip of the iceberg

Around the beginning of June, the organization was 
united around the need for a rectification campaign 
and a series of major problems needing immediate at
tention were pointed out These problems were m  
the ideological as well as the political and organ
izational sphere A list of over 2"4(!,) errors and 
problems was put forth He even went as far as to 
propose resolutions' It seemed that we knew what 
the problems were, and all that was needed was to 
establish methods of correction and the campaign 
would be m  full swing He were mistaken' Our 
rectification campaign which was supposed to combat 
the errors of subjectivism and spontaneity among 
others was itself developing in a completely sub
jective and spontaneous manner Fortunately we 
became aware of this immediately

The idea of a rectification campaign was for us (and 
we believe this is true for ’ most of the commun-_ 
ist movement in the U S ) a book knowledge concept 
that had never been deeply studied , as if it did 
not apply to our movement In the past, 
as we pointed out earlier, we have had struggles, 
rectification campaigns, as a matter of fact —  
around particular questions such as sectarianism 
(see Resistance, Vol 6 No T ), narrow nationalism 
(see Resistance, Vol 7 Nos 1,6), incorrect lines 
such as the divided nation, etc All these strug
gles were carried out without discussing m  depth 
the form and content of said struggles Thus we 
were able to defeat the ideas such as the divided 
nation, as an incorrect political line without 
having to deal with the method of thinking and ana
lysing which had brought us to our line The idea
list method used in arriving at conclusions, the 
failure to establish positions based on a rigorous 
scientific study of concrete conditions, the fail
ure in not looking for truth based on facts were 
not dealt With at any level in our struggles against 

'•he lines and tendencies mentioned above There
fore, these failures continued to be part of our 
ideological baggage

This same error was at play at the beginning of 
our campaign we knew that something was wrong, and 
decided to operate where we thought the "tumor" 
lay Instead of studying concrete conditions and 
determining our errors based on them, we started 
by determmg the errors and then later on We would 
analyze the concrete conditions

At this point, the organization decided to develop 
study on the question A number of writings by Mao 
Tse-tung which had given political and ideological 
leadership to a series of rectification campaigns 
of the CPC were assigned for study and discussion 
at all levels within the organization (See Resis
tance , Vol 9, No 5 for a list of the readings)
These writings helped us to better understand the 
process which we had begun and also allowed us to 
see the similarity between some of the problems 
confronted by the Chinese comrades and our own 
The study and discussions allowed us to clearly es
tablish the focus of our campaign as well as the

ihe science of Marxism Leninism Mdo Tsetung Thought 
guides us in our Rectification Campaign

methods to use to carry it out This can be cor

rectly summed up with the directives

"RECTIFY OUR METHOD OF THINKING AND STYLE OF WORK'

"STUDY MARXISM-LENINISM MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT, 
AND PRACTICE CRITICISM, SELF-CRITICISM'

In analysing what we must do m  the ideological, 
political and organizational front, and in analys
ing all of our theory and practice, based on where 
these ideas come from, what method we'have used to 
arrive at them, as well as how we have carried them 
out —  by carrying out this analysis m  each area 
of work, around each political line and its com
ponents, we have been able to establish a series 
of principal errors which we must concentrate on 
at the beginning of the campaign These are bowing 
to spontaneity, sectarianism, narrow circle spuit, 
subjectivisim and incorrect methods of leadership 
In terms of political line, the campaign has es
tablished as the principal target our failures in 
applying in a consistent manner our line all our 
wprk must be placed m  context of party building 
This is in fact a deviation from the lin«' * 
that party building is the central task In re
gards to party building, it is our understanding 
that by not having developed a concrete party build
ing plan, we have left the most important question 
of our movement to spontaneity and continual im
provisation

This does not mean that the rectification campaign 
has finished determining all the errors and lines 

which must be corrected As a matter of fact, we 
"know that to the degree that'we deepen oqr study 
of Marxism-Leninism deepen our criticisms and self- 
criticisms, to the degree that we correctly sum up 
all our areas of work, political lines, etc, we 
will find more wounds which must be healed However, 
we are also aware of the fact that it would be idea
listic to wait to identify all our problems before 
we begin to deal with them Thus we believe that 
we must launch our campaign at this time, that is to 
say we must establish methods of rectification m  
all the areas pointed out, while at the sime time 
we must continue the task of investigating oursel
ves in order to obtain a clearer view of 
our errors and weaknesses

In order that the rectification campaign be success
ful, so that we can move forward, we need the parti
cipation of comrades and friends who are not part of 
our organization The publication of this article 
and those that will appear m  our paper and other 
forms of propaganda must serve us in two ways First 
it should help other comrades to identify similar 
problems and tendencies We believe that there is 
a great deal to rectify in our movement and our 
rectification campaign can be the "spark that starts 
a prairie fire" Secondly, we hope that the article 
motivates comrades and filends to actively partici
pate in our rectification campaign Your criticisms 
and suggestions are necessary and really important 
We wish to submit our errors to the intense fire 
of revolutionary criticism We are already inter
nally subjecting these to a war without quarter 
We need that they also be criticised from the outside

To this end, m  future issues of Resistance, we will 
alot space to print the points of view of comrades 
and friends around those questions put forth m  the 
rectification campaign Furthermore, we have organ
ized sessior^ of criticism-self-criticism in order 

to encourage friends and contacts to raise their 
criticisms m  an open and frank way, m  front of 
other contacts and cadres of the organization

To rectify, we repeat, is to correct the method of 
thinking and style of work We are firmly on this 
path, remembering the inspiring words of the great 
teacher, Mao Tse-tung,

"When we have rectified our way of thinking 
and style of work, we will experience great
er miative m  our tasks and will be capable 
of better work "

FORWARD WITH THE RECTIFICATION CAMPAIGN'

RECTIFY OUR METHOD OF THINKING AND 
STYLE OF WORK'

STUDY MARXISM-LENINISM'MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT 
PRACTICE CRITICISM-SELF-CRITICISM'
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