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DEFEAT WVO'S "SOCIAL -  FEMINISM " '

FIGHT FOR

EQUALITY!
" It has been observed in 

the experience of all liberation  
movements that the su ccess  
of a revolution depends on the 
extent to which women take 
part in i t . "

V. I. LENIN

ALL THE VICTORIES ACHIEVED BY WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR HER
DEMOOPATIG R ig iy rS  HAVE BEEN WON BY FIGHTING P J .It Is  o f u tm o s t Im portance  to  a lw a y s  rem em ber th e s e  

w ords o f C om rade L en in . The s u c c e s s  o f th e  U .S .  
p ro le ta r ia n  re v o lu tio n  a ls o  d e p e n d s  on  th e  e x te n t to  * 
w hich w om en ta k e  p a rt In it To th e  e x te n t  m  w hich  
th e  w ork ing  c l a s s  an d  Its a d v a n c e d  d e ta c h m e n t, the 
M a rx is t-L e n ln ls t  C om m unist P a r ty , p ro v es in th e o 
ry an d  in p ra c tic e  its  c a p a c ity  to  le a d  th e  to l l in g  
w om en to w ard s  co m p le te  e m a n c ip a t io n , , to  th i s  
sam e e x te n t w ork ing  and  o p p re s se d  w om en w ill ta k e  
p a rt In th e  rev o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  to  d e fe a t  th e  U S 
ru lin g  c l a s s ,  e s ta b l i s h  th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  of th e  p ro 
l e ta r ia t  an d  b u ild  s o c ia l is m

In th i s  perio d  In w h ich  th e  c e n tra l  ta s k  of a l l  g e n u 
ine  M a rx ls t-L e n ln ls ts  and  a d v a n c e d  e le m e n ts  Is th e  
b u ild in g  of th e  p a r ty ,  th e  w om an q u e s t io n  is  one of 
th e  bu rn ing  q u e s tio n s  w e h av e  to  d e a l w ith  It 

can  be  s a id  th a t  p a rty  b u ild in g  in  th e  U .S  a l s o  h in 
g e s  upon  "the  e x te n t to  w h ich  w om en ta k e  part In It "

On th e  w om an q u e s t io n ,  a s  on an y  o th e r  q u e s t io n ,  
th e re  a re  tw o  s t a n d s , tw o m ethods a n d  tw o  v iew  -  
p o in ts  In th is  s o c ie ty  th a t  o f th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  and  
th a t  o f th e  p ro le ta r ia t  The b o u rg eo is  lin e  on th is  
q u e s t io n  h a s  m any v a r ia n ts  B ourgeois fem in ism , 
fo r  e x a m p le , p o in ts  to  m en and  no t to  th e  c a p i ta l i s t  
s y s te m , a s  th e  ro o t c a u s e  o f th e  o p p re s s io n  of w o
m en The re fo rm is ts  s e e  c e r ta in  e x c e s s e s  In th e  w ay 
th a t  th e  " sy s te m "  (norma lTy th e y  s a y  th e  governm ent) 
d e a ls  w ith  w om en an d  p ro p o se  a s e r ie s  o f b o u rg eo is  
le g i s l a t io n s ,  l ik e  th e  ERA (Equal R ights Ammendment) 
to  b ring  fu ll e q u a li ty  b e tw e en  m en a n d  w om en

M a rx lsm -L e n ln ism -M a o  T se tu n g  T h o u g h t, on  the  
c o n tra ry , u p h o ld s  th a t  th e  w om an q u e s t io n  is  a 
c l a s s  q u e s tio n  T h is  m eans th a t  it Is  a  q u e s tio n  
th a t  ca n n o t be  so lv e d  w ith in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  of th e  
b o u rg eo is  s o c ie ty ,  of c a p i ta l is m  T hat Is w hy g e 
n u in e  co m m u n is ts  d em arca te  th e m s e lv e s  from th e  
b o u rg eo is  f e m in is ts ,  no t p u re ly  w ith  o th e r  dem ands 
or more m ilita n t a c t io n s  th a n  th e  fe m in is ts  in f ig h 
tin g  fo r th e  sam e d e m a n d s , bu t by a lw a y s  p o in tin g  
to  th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  of th e  p ro le ta r ia t  and  th e  bu ild in g  
o f s o c ia l is m  a s  th e  road  to  th e  r e a l l ib e ra tio n  of
w om en As L enin  p o in ts  ou t *

The thesis must clearly point out that real freedom for 
women is possible only through communism The msepa 
rable connection between the social and human position of 
the woman and private property in the means of produc 
tion must be strongly brought out That will draw a clear 
and ineradicable line of distinction between our policy and 
feminism And it will also supply the basis for regarding the 
woman question as a part of the social question of the work 
ers problem and so bind it firmly to the proletarian class 
struggle and the resolution

The W om an Q u e s t io n , p .  89

POINTING TO SOCIALISM AS THE ONLY SOLUTION 
IS PART O F , BUT NOT THE ONLY WORK ON THE 
WOMAN QUESTION

T h at th e  w om an q u e s tio n  Is a c l a s s  q u e s t io n  and  
th a t  " s o c ia l is m  is  th e  s o lu tio n "  a re  s ta te m e n ts  
w h ich  a l l  M a rx ls t-L e n in is ts  a g re e  upon  The 
q u e s t io n  here  Is w hat w e m ean by  them  W orking 
w om en In th i s  s o c ie ty  a re  th e  m o st o p p re s s e d  am ong 
th e  o p p re s se d  T hey a re  o p p re s s e d  fo r b e in g  wom en 
an d  a l s o  for b e in g  w o rk e rs  In th e  c a s e  of n a tio n a l 
m in o rity  w om en , th e  e x te n t of th a t  o p p re s s io n  is ev en  
g re a te r  T h is  p o in ts  to  th e  n eed  to  d e v e lo p  a s e r ie s  
o f dem an d s to  b e  s tru g g le d  fo r r ig h t h e re  a n d  now  , 
fo r th e  d em o c ra tic  r ig h ts  of w om en L enin  s a y s

It is therefore perfectly right for us to put forward 
demands for the benefit of women This is not a minimum 
programme, nor a programme of reform in the Social 
Democratic sense in the sense of the Second Internation 
al 39 It does not go to show that we believe the bourgeoisie 
and its state will last forever, or even for a long time Nor 
is it an attempt to pacify the masses of women with reforms 
and to divert them from the path of revolutionary strug 
gle It is nothing of the sort and not any sort of reformist 
humbug either Our demands are no more than practical 
conclusions drawn by us from the^crying newds and dis 
graceful humiliations that weak and underprivileged 
woman iiTust bear under the bourgeois system

On th e  E m ancipa tion  of W om en , p 112

W hat a re  som e of th e s e  dem ands 9
1. E qual pay  for e q u a l work
2 .  P aid  m a te rn ity  le a v e s  w ith  Job g u a ra n te e s .
3 F ree  d ay  c a re  s e rv ic e s  In co m m u n ities  and  w ork 

p la c e s
4 Stop a l l  d isc r im in a to ry  h irin g  and  f irin g  p ra c tic e s  

a g a in s t  w om en s to p  th e  p ra c tic e  of a s s ig n in g  
w om en to  th e  m o s t m en ia l and  w o rs t pay ing  jo b s

5 R ight of w qjpen to  b e a r  arm s and  e x c e r s lz e  the 
r ig h t to  s e l f  d e fe n se

6 S top fo rced  s te r i l iz a t io n s  R ight to  free  and  sa fe  
ab o r tio n s

7 S top a l l  a t ta c k s  a g a in s t  w om en in e d u c a t io n , 
m a ss  m e d ia , e tc  , po rn o g rap h y , d e g e n e ra te  
c u l tu r e ,  e tc

8 . K eeping and  p u ttin g  In to  e f fe c t  a l l  p ro te c tiv e  l e 
g is la t io n  for wom en

I t  m u st be c le a r  th a t  In s tru g g lin g  for th o s e  dem ands 
w e a lw a y s  have  to  bring  to  th e  fo re fro n t th e  f a c t 
th a t  r e a l e q u a li ty  of wom en w ill no t be a c h ie v e d  by 
s im p ly  th e  w inn ing  of th e s e  p a r tic u la r  dem ands We 
h av e  to  a lw a y s ,  In ev e ry  c a s e ,  and  In ev e ry  p la c e ,  
p o in t to  th e  f in a l  so lu tio n  W hat th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  of ,

*■ % * (  < } v  » } =) i » 3 *

th e  p ro le ta r ia t  m ean s for w om en m ust be b rough t out 
"co m p le te  e q u a li ty  w ith  m an in law  and  In p r a c t ic e .
In th e  fam ily  In th e  s t a t e ,  In s o c ie ty ,  an  end  to the 
pow er o f th e  b o u rg e o is ie  "

THE RIGHT IS THE MAIN DANGER

M any o rg a n iz a t io n s  r a is e  th e s e  very  sam e dem ands 
But th e y  do so  in  a re fo rm is t w ay  T heir reform ism  
Is m a n ife s te d  In d if fe re n t w ay s Some fig h t for 
th e  dem and, bu t c o n s is te n t ly  fo rg e t to  r a is e  th e  u l 
t im a te  g o a l O th e rs  co n fu se  re v o lu tio n a ry  w ay w ith  
pu re m ili ta n c y , a s  if It w ere  a m a tte r  of b e in g  tough  
w h ile  r e a lly  b e in g  m ilita n t re fo rm is ts  O th e rs  Ju st 
re ly  on th e  b o u rg eo is  In s t i tu t io n s ,  on th e  co u rts  
and  on le g is la t io n  to  so lv e  th e  p roblem s

T hat Is w hy , In f ig h tin g  fo r or a g a in s t  a p a r t ic u la r  
d em an d , w e look a t  th e  c o n te n t gf th a t  dem and 
(or reform ) w h e th e r or not It is  a ju s t  and  gen u in e  
dem and  (or reform ) th a t  s tre n g th e n s  th e  u n ity  o f th e  
c l a s s  an d  p u ts  It in  a b e t te r  p o s it io n  to  s tru g g le  for 
so c ia l ism , or I f ,  o n  th e  c o n tra ry , it Is a  sham  r e 
form th a t  d iv id e s  th e  c l a s s ,  p rom otes b o u rg eo is  11- 
lu s s lo n s  and  m ak es th e  c l a s s  more d ep e n d en t on 
th e  b o u rg eo is  s ta te  The c o n te n t o f th e  dem and or 
reform  -  w h e th e r  I ts  g en u in e  o r sham  -  Is w hat d e 
te rm in e s  If w e s tru g g le  fo r , or o p p o se  It ra th e r  
th a n  w h e th e r  It Is  b e in g  fo ugh t for In a re v o lu t io 
nary  w a y  T hat Is  w hy w e o p p o se  ERA (Equal 
R ights A m m endm ents) a sham  reform  w h ich  only  
d iv e r ts  w om en from re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le -  and  s u 
p e r s e n io r ity  -  w h ich  te n d s  to  d iv id e  th e  c l a s s  ra th e r  
th a n  u n ite  I t .  And th i s  r e g a rd le s s  of form in  w h ich  
th e  dem ands a re  s tru g g le d  fo r C om rade L enin  te a c h e s

"W e f ig h t on ly  fo r su c h  Im provem ent o f th e  
w o rk e rs ' c o n d itio n s  a s  w ill  ra l se  th e i r  c a p a 
c i ty  to  w age th e  c l a s s  s tru g g le ,  l . e  , w hen  
th e  im provem ent of c o n d itio n s  Is no t bound  • 
up  w ith  c o rru p tio n  of p o l i t ic a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,
w ith  p o lic e  tu t e la g e ,  w ith  b e in g  t ie d  dow n to
a g iv e n  lo c a l i ty  w ith  su b ju g a tio n  to  a "b e n e 
f a c to r " ,  w ith  a low ering  o f hum an d ig n ity , e tc  ,
e t c  P re c is e ly  In R u s s ia ,  w h ere  th e  a u to c ra c y
is  so  m uch In c lin ed  to  buy  I ts e l f  off from r e 
v o lu t io n  w ith  v a r io u s  h a n d -o u ts  and  sham  r e 
form s , It Is our d u ty  to  d raw  a c le a r  lin e  of
d e m arca tio n  b e tw e e n  o u rse lv e s  and  a l l  so r ts
o f " re fo rm ers"  W e a ls o  f ig h t fo r re fo rm s , bu t
by  no  m ean s  ' In ev e ry  w ay " w e f ig h t fo r r e 
fo rm s o n ly  In S o c ia l-D e m o c ra tic  f a s h io n ,  on ly
In a rev o lu tio n a ry  w ay  " *

L C W , vo l 6 , p 167
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THE THIRD W ORLD

IS THE MAIN

FORCE IN THE

STRUGGLE AGAINST

C O L O N IA L IS M ,

IMPERIALISM,

HEGEMONISM ,

AND THE TW O

SUPERPOWERS.

ETHIOPIA
ON FEBRUARY 4, 1977, THE ETHIOPIAN STUDENT 
UNION IN NORTH AMERICA HELD AN ACTIVITY 
IN CELEBRATION OF THE FEBRUARY 1974 MASS 
UPSURGE IN ETHIOPIA. THE FOLLOWING IS THE 
SPEECH GIVEN BY LPR - ML IN SUPPORT OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE OF THE ETHIOPIAN 
MASSES. ETHIOPIA IS A THIRD WORLD COUNTRY 
RULED BY A FASCIST MILITARY JUNTA WHICH 
LIKES TO PROTRAY ITSELF AS "MARXIST", BUT 
WHOSE MASK IS BEING RIPPED OFF. RECENTLY,
THE JUNTA HAS ESCALATED ITS REIGN OF TERROR 
EXPOSING ITS TRUE NATURE AND ACCELERATING 
ITS FINAL DOWNFALL

Comrades and friends,

In February 1974 the Ethiopian masses surged for
ward In a mighty revolutionary storm, confirming 
once more the fact that "Countries Want Independence, 
Nations Want Liberation and the People Want Revo
lution1 ' Complete victory was not achieved then, and 
the Ethiopian masses have continued in their struggle, 
advancing along the New Democratic Road for their 
national liberation In this struggle, they are show
ing that the Third World Is the greatest force moving 
forward the struggle against feudalism, colonialism, 
Imperialism, and hegemonlsm. In particular against 
the two superpowers

We, workers and oppressed peoples of the whole 
world, hall the heroic struggle of the workers, pea
sants and other democratic forces in Ethiopia, and 
support this struggle which they now continue to 
wage against feudalism and Imperialism, and for 
national liberation

Lenin said that "an essential feature of Imperialism 
Is the rivalry between several Great Powers In the 
striving for hegemony. " Today this is true and 
Ethiopia as a victim of superpower rivalry, is no 
exception The two superpowers, U S imperialism 
and Soviet social-imperialism, locked In fierce con
tention In many corners of the globe, are the mam 
enemy of the world's peoples.

In Ethiopia, U.S Imperialism worked hand In glove 
with the feudal autocracy of Halle Selassie, brutally 
oppressing the Ethiopian peoples, and plundering the 
resources of their land After the February revolution
ary uprising of 1974, again the U S Imperialists 
aided the most reactionary elements In Ethiopia 
establishing a fascist, military Junta which rules

today in a most bloody, brutal, reactionary 
fashion. The U S Imperialists prop up and arm this 
fascist Junta which In turn serves as. their lackey and 
partner In crime against the Ethiopian peoples

At the same time, the other superpower, Soviet 
social-imperialism, would also like to dig Its 
bloody claws Into Ethiopia. Already, through its 
revisionist lackeys in Ethiopia it has penetrated the 

, Junta, claiming that the masses should support the 
"more progressive" sectors of the bourgeoisie who

I R A N
THE STRUGGLE OF THE IRANIAN MASSES AGAINST 
THE FACIST GOVERNMENT OF THE SHAH OF IRAN 
MUST BE SUPPORTED BY ALL MARXIST-LENINISTS, 
ADVANCED ELEMENTS AND REVOLUTIONARY-MINDED 
PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY IT IS THE MASSES WHO 
MAKE HISTORY IT IS PRECISELY THE MASSES IN IRAN 
IN OMAN AND ALL OVER THE THIRD WORLD THAT 

‘ CONSTITUTE THE MAIN FORCE THAT STRUGGLES RE
SOLUTELY AND UNCOMPROMISINGLY AGAINST ALL 
TYPE OF REACTION, ESPECIALLY THE TWO SUPER_- 
POWERS. FOLLOWING IS THE TELEGRAM WE SENT 
THE IRANIAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION ON THE OCCA- 
SSION OF THE CONGRESS HELD IN GERMANY ON 
DECEMBER 1976

Comrades,

On the occasion of your Seventeenth Congress, we 
send you our warmest revolutionary greetings.

The Iranian Students Association is a fine example 
of the anti-lmperlallst and revolutionary role which 
Third World Students have played both in their home 
country and abroad You have waged a valiant strug
gle against the fascist dictatorship of the Shah of * 
Iran, openning the eyes and ears of the world to the 
oppressive and bloody activities of this puppet of 
U. S. imperialism Similarly, you have correctly 
oppossed the colonial and genoctdal war being 
waged by the U. S imperialists and their lackey - 
The Shah - in Oman -

While opposing the Shah and his senior partner in 
crime, U. S. Imperialism, you have not fallen Into 
the trap of "fighting the wolf at the front door, and 
letting the tiger sneak In through the back". Thus 
you have similarly been vigilant and have opposed 
the social-imperialist machinations of the Soviet 
Union

These correct stands and valiant struggle have not 
been waged without a pricen Thus recently, The 
Shah's murderous secret police, with the coopera
tion of the Imperialists have seen fit to harrass and 
oppress those of you In foreign lands who have 
spoken ip against imperialism, oppression and 
tyranny We strongly oppose these actions and 
wholeheartedly pledge to give you any support at 
our disposal. Mao has said "to be attacked by the 
enemy Is not a bad thing, but a good thing. " Thtis 
tl»ese attacks mean that you are correctly waging 
struggle, and your efforts are having an effect 
This, you must'contlnue your efforts and step up 
your vigilance

f
We, in the League for Proletarian Revolution, in the 
spirit of proletarian Internationalism, salute you 
comrades and pledge our support to you in your 
struggle

DEATH TO IMPERIALISM AND SOVIET SOCIAL-IMPERI
ALISM l
DEATH TO THE FASCIST TYRANNY OF THE SHAH OF 
IRANI

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THE
WORLD, UNITE'

are actually part of the Junta These 
renegades are peddling the line of 
"peaceful transition", of structural 
changes within the bourgeois state 
apparatus " - a bankrupt line which 
has led to the massive massacre of 
thousands of communists and progres-i 
slve people In Indonesia, Chile, and 
many other countries where the revi
sionists have gained some Influence

•

This line of "peaceful transition to 
socialism" denies the historical ex
perience to the worlds' proletariat, 
which proves that there is no other

♦way for the world's peoples to achieve 
full emanicipatlon that through the 
violent overthrow of Its oppressors 
The ETHIOPIAN PEOPLES REVOLUTION
ARY PARTY clearly understands this 
when it says

"At no time during the long and bitter struggle 
did the EPRP entertain the reformist notion that 
power can be taken over by the workers and 
oppressed masses In a peaceful manner The 
summation of the experiences of the masses 
of Indonesia, Chile, etc and that of Vietnam 
China, etc attest to the infallible Marxist 
maxim that the oppressed mus violently s'mash 
the reactionary state apparatus All other 
talk of "peaceful transition", "parliamentary 
road" and other such nonsense Is a revisionist ,, 
prescription of~ suicide that EPRP and the 
Ethiopian masses have refused to accept "

While expressing our solidarity with the Ethiopian 
revolution, we are certain of its victory. We are 
confident that the Ethiopian masses will advance 
in the revolutlgnary struggle along the path of the 
New Democratic Revolution Struggles like those 
being waged by the Ethiopian people, by the Zlm- 
bawean people, the Palestianlan people and all 
other oppressed peoples and nations df the world, 
show that Indeed Revolution is the main trend In 
the world today.

But, at this time, when superpower rivalry Is in
creasing their contention In many parts of the world 
Including Ethiopia we must also be alert to the 
danger of war

While talking of peace, both superpowers are pre- 
apring for war The U.S. imperialists and the 
soviet social-imperialists are fiercely contending 
for world hegemony, and we must be prepared to 
beat back their wild ambitions, to face this eventu
ality and defeat them both As our Chinese comrades 
said "Either revolution will stop war or war will 
bring about revolution."

Each of us has the duty to defeat our own buorgeolse. 
We, as part of the multinational proletariat of th%

Despite repression, Masked Demonstrators 
carry on struggle

U .S ., have a special duty of defeating the U S. 
bourgeoisie by waging proletarian revolution, es
tablishing the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
building socialism in the U S.

In order to do so, we U S Marxist-Leninlsts must 
build a new communist party in the U.S. which 
guided by the invincible weapon of Marxlsm-Lentn- 
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought, will lead the U S pro
letariat in this task We in the LEAGUE FOR PROLE
TARIAN REVOLUTION MARXIST-LENINIST, are presen
tly engaged In this struggle to fulfill this most Im
portant task, the central task of all honest Marxist- 
Leninlsts in this country Only by building this 
party can we truly and most effectively support the 
struggles of all workers and oppressed peoples 
throughout the world.

As we reiterate our wholehearted support to the 
Ethiopian revolution, and celebrate with the 
Ethiopian Student Union in North America the 
revolutionary upsurge of the Ethiopian peoples in 
February ]974, we commit ourselves to redouble our 
efforts to fulfill our tasks "No nation can be free 
If oppresses other nations". As part of the world
wide United Front against both superpowers, and 
as part of the struggle for world proletarian revolu
tion, we support the just struggle of the Ethiopian 
peoples against the fascist military Junta and the 
two superpowers

We are certain of the Ethiopian peoples will and 
capability to wage a relentless struggle - until 
victory i

LONG LIVE INVINCIBLE MARXISM-LENINISM- 
MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT'

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE 
- = ‘ - • WORLD'/UNTIE' t st**,



ON THE QUESTION OF ORGANIZATION

INVESTIGATION g u id e  FOR FACTORY WORK
"No investigation, no riyht to speak 
It is with this principle in mind that comrades 
should enter new workplaces Regardless of pre 
vlous experience of organizing In other workplaces 
or "vast" knowledge about trade union work, an 
Investigation of the new set of conditions Is a pre
requisite for Initiating communist work

Concrete conditions vary from factory to factory 
In general there are a number of common things -  
(existence of social props and lackeys, dlscrimina 
tlon of national minorities and women, speed-ups„ 
lay-offs and all kinds of harrassment e tc . , as well 
as a number of general rules to follow - secrecy of 
work, need to provide communist leadership, need 
to build factory nuclei as basic unit, need for other 
forms of rank and file organization, etc. But there 
are also concrete conditions In each place which 
need to be Investigated and assessed prior to the 
elaboration of a tactical plan of work and the de
termination of the focus of our activities at the 
plant Only through a concrete analysis, of con
crete conditions can we correctly apply Marxism- 
Lemnism-Mao Tsetung Thought and implement a 
correct political line towards successfully fulfill
ing our tasks of leading the class In the struggle 
for socialist revolution

Below, we are publishing part of an Internal docu
ment which is used to give guidance to cadres and 
contacts who are starting to develop communist 
work in the factories We feel this internal docu
ment can be of use to many Marxist-Leninlsts and 
advanced workers who are also developing work in 
the factories, but with whom we have no contact 
with at the present time, except through our paper 
We are reproducing this document in edited form 
(with explanations on some of the points) since we 
will not have the opportunity to go through the doc
ument with those comrades The document Is mainly 
composed of a list of questions which have a two
fold purpose Q) help comrades understand the con
ditions at the.lr workplace so that they can best 
develop work plans, focus on certain Issues etc 
and at the same time (2) to provide the leadership 
In the organization with an understanding of condi
tions at the particular workplace so that guidance 
can be given in accordance with those conditions 
and not in an abstract formula disregarding con
crete conditions.

It Is important that the leading centre of the organi
zation have access to as many relevant facts as 
possible so as to always be able to determine con
cretely what is the best path to follow', to suggest 
concrete solutions to the problems raised by the 
cadres and contacts In accordance to those condi
tions, to be able to gauge the progress of the work, 
the need to reinforce it, the need to assign comrades 
from TRADE UNION SUPPORT WORK (who will engage 
In particular areas of research, agitation, and dis
tribution of propaganda at the plant gates, etc )
Also, when campaigns are being centrally developed, 
the particular form this campaign may take at the 
various workplaces must be related with the concrete 
conditions In those places

When a comrade Is assigned to a particular place, 
{the first step of the work there consists of Investiga,- 
itlng such conditions and providing the centre with 
such information This does not mean, of course, 
that In the meantime you are to file away communism 
and not take active part in the day-to-day struggles 
Even though work Is not completely planned, we 
must thke a proletarian stand on all questions, we 
must react to all manifestations of oppression, 
which occur every day at the factory. At the same 
time, one must establish links with the masses of 
workers, and start building a base of contacts In 
your own and different departments throughout the 
factory to prepare for future work As a matter of 
fact It is by linking ourselves to the masses of 
workers that the work of Investigation Is advanced, 
since there is no better source for the needed Infor
mation than the workers themselves

We warn comrades against social democratic methods 
of acquiring information, or on the other hand of 
taking unneccessary risks In securing such Informa
tion, but to be bold and self-reliant Also, to be 
flexible, to ammend, add, or change the list when
ever necessary and to record results so they are 
available to the centre at all times

Investigation goes on constantly throughout the whole 
period in which work is being carried out However 
these guidelines apply to the preliminary Investiga
tion, a prerequlste to the- tactical plan .> However 
after the plan is <}e<velepedjgpd\/Vtnder way, investiga

tion goes on, as conditions change constantly, new 
situations arise, and we must not lose our bearings, 
but always be on top of the situation As condi
tions change so should our tactical plan In those 
aspects which need to be altered according to 
changing conditions. Lack of flexibility, or lack of 
knowledge of changing conditions will undoubtedly 
lead to "left" or right errors in our work, by holding 
on to methods of work that no longer apply to the 
changing concrete conditions.

*

The second step, after a discussion of the gathered 
material, is the development of a tactical plan of 
work where decisions are taken where to focus work 
depending on the conditions (to build a rank and 
file caucus, to bring a union In, to expose certain 
lackeys and social props, to organize a strike or 
walkout etc ) This tactical plan also Includes how 
will propaganda and agitation be prepared, how will 
training be Implemented (discussion of progress re
ports, study, practical activities, sum-up of work, 
etc ) what will be the methods of struggle and how, 
will the labor be divided

Knowing the concrete conditions and in the light of 
Marxlsm-Lenlnlsm-Mao TseTung Thought we can 
correctly assess the situation, carry out our tasks 
and implement our political line. Otherwise, we 
would be groping In the dark, going by "trial and 
error" and committing all kinds of errors in practice 
both right and "left" It Is on the correct application 
of Marxism_leninism-Mao TseTung Thought to the 
concrete conditions that the success of our work 
depends In the past we have committed many errors 
in our factory work, many of them due in part to a 
lack of investigation and analysis of the concrete 
consltlons For example, we have pushed for actions 
which the workers were not prepared to carry out or 
focused on certain demands which were not In accor
dance with the concrete conditions, due to our failure 

. to Investigate the history of struggle at that plant, 
etc. Also, by falling to gather the concrete facts 

’about the special privileges and bribery of the social 
props our exposure were not really as effective as 
they should be They were to general and vague Wt, 
have burned certain cadre for failure to investigate 
methods of Illegal distribution of propaganda We 
have also failed to utilize the specific Instances 
and manifestations of oppression and link them up 
with imperialism, national oppression, etc , be
cause we again failed to gather all those facts which 
would help make these Issues concrete The implemen
tation of these guidelines for Investigation of concrete 
conditions In the workplaces Is part of a method of 
rectification which we laid out in correcting thesa 
errors

We expect that these guidelines will also be of 
use to comrades all around the country, that it will 
help them move their work forward We also help 
move the work of party building forward by arming 
the comrades with better and more concrete tools 
with which to win the advanced workers over to 
Communism In the work they are attempting to 
develop We also expect that comrades who have 
developed similar guidelines, who are carrying out 
concrete Investigation within their workplaces, also 
share their experiences with the rest of the commu- 
nist movement We urge those comrades to send 
their views concerning these guidelines (whether 
they find them useful or Incomplete, irrelevant, 
etc ) which we will publish in "Communist Forum" 
in order that we may all benefit and Improve our 
methods of work The guidelines are as follows

PHYSICAL LAYOUT

The Information below facilitates the work of the 
Centre in organizing TRADE UNION SUPPORT WORK 
In a scientific way, sending, when necessary plant 
gate agitators and propagandists assigning comrades 
to do further research, and to organize-community 
support and the support of workers' In the factories 
nearby for strikes and other actions It also helps 
to know of outside spots where contacts can be 
made and propaganda may be left or posted for 
workers to pick up or see Particular problems and 
difficulties approaching this question should be 
made known to the Centre so It may provide con
crete guidance It Is very important to utilize facts 
on as many departments as possible so as to fight 
the Isolation of the workers

The other aspect In this section Is the gathering of 
information relating to the company Itself. Thesf.

other areas. It also opens the possibility of co
ordinating the actions of the workers and helps to 
build the unity and solidarity of the workers Re
search should also be done to see if the company 
has interests in other countries This would help 
to raise imperialism In a concrete way For example, 
the raw materials (leather, plastic cloth, metals, 
etc ) that comes from colonies or neo-colonies that 
are brought cheaply by the company (which is mainly 
due to the fact that labor Is cheap in the colonies) 
are sold back to the colonies, in the form of man
ufactured products at very high prices, serves to 
show how superprofits are made, how the social 
props are bribed, how the workers in both the 
imperialist country and In the colonies are ex
ploited and why the question of self-determination 
and proletarian Internationalism are so important

1 What is the name and exact location of the factor/'’ 
What are the directions for reaching there by 
train, or by car7

2 How many shifts are there 9 What are the exact 
times for going in and out of each shift9 From 
what time to what time are lunch and other breaks 
in each shift9 How many workers in each shift9 
How many workers In each department9

3 What is the best spot for distributing literature 
In the outside (train station, one exit, other 
exists) 9

4 What is the nature of the community surrounding 
factory9 Are there shops, restaurants, grocery 
stores, clubs, check cashing places, etc , 
where workers stop by9

5 Are there other factories near by9
6 Are there other plants , subsidiaries, shipping 

departments, warehouses of the same company 
In your city, In other parts of the country, in 
other countries9 Include as many details as 
possible

7 What is produced in your plant9 What Is produced 
in the different departments 9 What department do 
you work in9

8 What are the raw materials used 9 Where do they 
they come from 9

9 What are the yearly profits of the company 9 How 
does this compare to other companies9

10 What are the positive and negative conditions for 
illegal distribution of propaganda, etc 9 
Negative -  security guards in the halls , restric
tion of movement or floor to the other, mirrors, 
cameras and other security devices, foremen 
constantely watching, etc ,) (Postlve -  Cafeterias 
(on what floor) locker rooms (on what floors), 
bathrooms (on what floors), elevators, cars in 
parking lots, etc )

1 1  How many workers do you normally have acess to
on the average 9

12 Do production conditions allow normal conversa
tion political conversation9

COMPOSITION

This section helps to look for and Identify the par
ticular manifestations of oppression It points to 
the need for translation of propaganda to other 
languages, to the assignment of cadres who speak 
those languages, to the need to make preparations 
In terms of undocumented workers, and to the par
ticular formulation of demands relating to the nation
al and woman question

1. What is the breakdown in eacn of the shifts in
terms of national origin9 (Columbians Jamaicans 
Anglo-Americans, Haitians Dominicans, Afro- 
Americans, Puerto Ricans, Chinese, Chlcanos 
etc )

2 What is the breakdown in each of the shifts In 
terms of sex 9

3 What is the breakdown in each of the departments 
in terms of national origin, and sex9

4 What is the percentage of "illegal" workers (if 
possible to determine) 9 What Is the policy of 
the company towards them9 What jobs are they 
given 9

WORKING CONDITIONS

Knowing these conditions helps in determing what 
should be the focus of our work Particular examples 
of oppression can be used to build the struggle for 
general demands Agitation campaigns should not be 
arbitary, but directed at those most blatant and 
or most widespread manifestations of oppression 
For example, sexist harassment is very common 
and the chauvinist boss, foreman or union execu-_
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Another right deviation In the woman question Is the 
failure to raise socialism and the need for the party 
When we work ameng the masses this danger Is a l
ways present That Is the danger of tailing behind a 
more "favorable" response from the masses If we 
raise equality for women equal rights etc. without 
consistently Unking It with the struggle for socialism 
But the question Is, what Is our duty as communists7 
We are organizing for the proletarian revolution. At 
this moment the struggle for that revolution is cen
tered on the building of our party, and this has to be 
put In the forefront In all questions

As Lenin said

The rights and
social measures we demand of bourgeois society for women 
are proof that we understand the position and interests of 
women and that we will take note of them under the pro 
letanan dictatorship Naturally, not as soporific and pat 
romsmg reformists No, by no means But as revolution 
anes who call upon the women to take a hand as equals 
in the reconstruction of the economy and of the ideological 
superstructure

On the Emancipation of Women, p 112

WVO'S SOCIAL - FEMINISM

On the Woman Question WVO (the Workers' View
point Organization) has historically shown its true 
colors as consolidated right opportunists They slip 
and slide but always tall behind the bourgeois femi
nists No matter how many mutations, how many 
"left" covers WVO puts on WVO always ends up 
with a reactionary and counterrevolutionary line on 
the woman question

This Is clearly a reactionary and counterrevolution
ary line. Protective legislation did not come out 
of the good hearts of the bourgeoisie, but was won 
from them through the militant struggles of the 
working class In general and the working women In 
particular We must defend protective legislation as 
integral parts of the democratic rights of women In 
capitalist society WVO opposes protective legisla
tion claiming that It Is based on what they call the 
male supremacist view that women's child-bearing 
role should be protected WVO Is putting forward 
a vulgar egalitarian line -  the same line that In fact 
has been historically h e l d  by bourgeois feminist 
sectors. This line Is based on the fallacy that no 
differences exist between men and women By hol
ding this line WVO gives continuity to Its historical 
tailing and catering to bourgeois feminism 
There are definite differences between man and w‘o- 
man These are of a biological nature, and to negate 
these differences is to negate materialism *The task 
of Marxlst-Lenlnlsts, rather than Idealistically ne
gate such differences, Is to struggle for equality In 
a system that takes Into consideration these differ
ences Lenin says

Owing to her work in the house, the woman is still m a 
difficult position To effect her complete emancipation and 
make her the equal of the man it is necessary for house 
work to be socialised and for women to participate m com
mon productive labour Then women will occupy the same 
position as men

Here we are not of course, speaking of making women 
the equal of men as far as productivity of labour the 
quantity of labour the length of the working day, labour 
conditions etc are concerned, we mean that the woman 
should not unlike the man be oppressed because of her 
economic position

On the Emancipation of Women, p.69 
(our emphasis, LPR)

Lenin Is clearly saying that in a socialist society 
women should not be asked to be equal to men In 
relation to how fast they work, how much they pro
duce, for how long they work, under what conditions 
etc But WVO is saying that since there Is no dif
ference whatsoever women need not protective le
gislation In this regard And as a matter of fact, 
and this Is another Invention of WVO's they say 
that "In socialist countries, women work lrtall In
dustries " (WV # p 26)

Up until this day WVO has defended, under the 
guise of "Unite to Expose", its 1975 celebration 
of IWWD with the "C"PUSA, the Trotskyites, 
bourgeois politicians and feminists, the Girl 
Scouts, etc , as well as its participation In the 
bourgeois Feminist Conference of that same year 
In 1976 WVO Invited to their IWWD coalition the 
contacts made at the Feminist Conference- the 
feminists, lesbians _ trotskyites revisionists, etc 
which they had supposedly "exposed" the year be
fore Even though WVO Is very famous for mutating 
lines with no type of repudiation. It had to put out 
this sham "self-criticism" for their right opportunist 
line

"Workers' Viewpoint has also made serious 
right errors In our initial preparation for In
ternational Women's Day this year, tempora
rily concllliating to bourgeois feminism The 
basis Is the liquidation of the women's ques
tion Without grasping firmly Marxism-Leni
nism, Mao Tse-tung thought as our guide, 
with some petty bourgeois social basis In the 
organization, with the condition of the womens 
movement where marsh forces prevail, a bour
geois femlnlsta line inevitably crept In and 
temporarily took oventhe women's work In 
the organization ( Workers Viewpoint, Vol 1,
#1, page 21)

But not only during the Initial preparations of this 
coalition, but throughout their whole participation, 
until they were kicked*out, WVO was not just con- 
cllllatlng with., but the main proponent of the right 
opportunist line and the main danger In the coalt- 
tlon (See Resistance Vol7#2,3 9 ,for full exposure 

of WVO In this question )
WVO has held the right opportunist line up till this 
day A look at their paper and journal will show 
that, in between al 1 the quotes of the classics, 
the same right opportunist line In all the major 
questions Despite their Marxist Phraseology, 
their "left" cover, WVO has today the same right 
opportunist line as In IWWD 1975 and 1976 They 
continue to cater to the bourgeois feminist move
ment That Is why we say they are "social-femi
nists , that is, 'socialist" in words and feminists 
in deeds WVO is definitely consistent consistently 
right opportunist And WVO is definitely the leading 
circle" -  of the social-feminist trend in the U S 
Their last paper attests to this Let us quote them

"Take the example of excluding women from 
jobs because they cannot lift -over 35 lbs 
Ability to lift weights is based not on sex, 
but on your physical condition In general, 
under this type of society, women are usua
lly confined to the home and domestic labor 
or menial and light jobs In Industry and offi
ce work Due to these circumstances, womer\ 
are unable to get as much pyslcal exercise 
as men, therefore1,' physically are weaker ,K ' : 
(Workers Vlewjopfijfo, ^oAe2*Mli#»:2,6)

First of all le t’s deal with the ambiguous formulation 
"women work in all industries" in socialist society 
Since women also work In all industries In capita
list society (in the office doing the clerical work 
or in the worst paying jobs' , WVO can only mean 
that In socialist society women work In all Indus 
tries, doing the same kind of work men do, for the 
same length of time, under the same conditions. In 
all aspects of that Industry, etc But this Is a lie 
and a caricature of socialism The Albanian com
rades have dealt at length with this question and 
they establish the following

Therefore, the development of society requires 
increasingly better understanding of the need for crea
ting possibilities for the women to work with all their 
physical and mental capacities in social productive work, 
but without endangering their role as mothers It should 
always be borne in mind that there can never be an 
absolute equality in work and the woman cannot be trea
ted as a Khuman abstraction*

Problems of the Struggle for the Complete 
Emancipation of Women, p 29

That Is precisely what WVO Is doing Treating women 
as a "human abstraction" And because WVO's preo
ccupation Is how to keep their contacts with the 
bourgeois feminists they promise that In "their so
cialism" there will not be any differences between 
man and woman, that nobody will talk about protect 
ting women's childbearing role On this, the 
Albanian comrades continue

One of the greatest achievements of our society is 
the creation of most favourable standards of hygiene 
and the adoption of measures to enforce technical safety 
at work In addition, bearmg m mind that ĥe working 
woman is at the same time a mother, our socialist legis
lation contains many provisions prohibiting women from 
being employed in dangerous and strenuous jobs 

Problems of the Struggle for the Complete 
Emancipation of Women, p 84

And the Chinese comrades also say

"Portage, loading and unloading and many 
other jobs requiring great physical efforta 

/ are given to men only in the textile Indus
try The state stipulates that women wor
kers have the right to take time off during 
their menstrual period and to get off work 
or do lighter work during pregnancy, after 
childbirth or for breast feeding their chil
dren Expectant mothers In their fifth month 
get free regular pre-natal examination and 
56 days days off with full pay after confine
ment The period of leave Is extended to 

'70 days If confinement has been difficult 
From the seventh month on the expectant 
mothers are given extremely light work and 
are taken off their machines Mothers are 
permitted time off work twice a day to feed 
their children In the mills' creches "
Women Hold Up Half the Sky, Reprints 

from Peking Review, Page 2.7

Working men and women In the U S and elsewhere 
have historically fought hard battles for the democra
tic rights which women have been able to win -  such 
as protective legislation It Is reactionary to want 
to take these rights away from womBn and It Is coun
terrevolutionary to , under the guise of "equality for 
women", aid the bourgeoisie In Its attack on the 
working class The bourgeoisie would joyfully cut 
all protective legislation and open the way legally 
for all capitalists to fire women who refuse to work 
forced overtime, or refuse to lift certain weights, 
etc The bourgeoisie welcomes WVO's sense of 
"equa lity"

It Is true that the capitalists have found ways to go 
around protective legislation measures and at times 
has used Its provisions against working women In 
particular, they have used Its provisions to deny 
women certain jobs which they are more than capa
ble of fulfilling But It would be incorrect to con
clude from th is, as WVO has done, that we should 
oppose protective legislation because of the use 
the capitalists may make of It If you take this rea
soning to Its logical conclusion you would also have 
to oppose the organization of trade unions because 
the capitalists have bought off Its officials and as a 
result the working class Is tied up to the bourgeoisie 
through the unions Or we would have to oppose the 
self-determination of nations because very often the 
capitalists establish neo-colonial relations with 
countries that achieve independence, etc , etc , etc 
This logic would have communists oppose all demo
cratic rights because democratic rights In and of 
themselves are not the solution.

Lenin addresses himself to this matter and explains

Only those who are totally incapable of thinking, or those 
who are entirely unfamiliar with Marxism, will conclude 
that, therefore a republic is of no use that freedom of 
divorce is of no use that democracy is of no use that self 
determination of nations is of no use! Marxists know that 
democracy does not abolish class oppression but only makes 
the class struggle clearer broader more open and sharper 
and this is what we want The more complete freedom of 
divorce is the clearer will it be to the woman that the source 
of her domestic slavery is not the lack of rights but capital 
ism The more democratic the system of government is the 
clearer it will be to the workers that the root of the evil is not 
the lack of rights but capitalism The more complete na 
tional equality is (and it is not complete without freedom of 
secession) the clearer will it be to the workers of the op
pressed nation that it is not a question of lack of rights but 
of capitalism And so on

The right to divorce like all democratic rights under 
capitalism without exception is difficult to exercise is con 
ventional restricted formal and narrow Nevertheless no 
respectable Social Democrat would consider any one who 
repudiated this right a democrat let alone a socialist

The Woman Question, p. 82

It is in this light that we have to examine protective 
legislation We must see first of all that the working 
class has fought, and continues to fight, for protec
tive legislation 2 Protective legislation makes the 
struggle more direct In so far as It helps to destroy 
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Film. Showing by lOHi St. Bookshop

LENIN IN OCTOBER

Women

On January 22, 1977 an activity In commemoration of 
Comrade V I„Lenin's birthday took place in New 
York City sponsored by the 10th Street Bookshop 
Collective. This was an Important event as it mar
ked the birth of one of the great teachers, who de
veloped further the science of Mariism

Lenin's contributions to the science of Marxism are 
Innumerable and his theoretical works are a guiding 
light to communists the world over

Lenin laid down the Ideological, theoretical, poli
tical and organizational foundations of the Party of 
a new type Comrade Stalin sums this up in the 
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(Bolshevik) , as follows

"The Bolsheviks had been working to build 
such a party ever since the time of the old 
Iskra They worked for It stubbornly, per
sistently, in spite of everything A funda
mental and decisive part was played In this 
work by the writings of Lenin—What Is to 
be done ’ , Two Tactics, etc Lenin's What 
Is to he done ’ was the ideological prepara- 
ratlon for such a party. Lenin's One Step For
ward, Two Steps Back was the organizational 
preparation for such a party Lenin's Two 
Tactics of Social-Democracy In the Demo
cratic Revolution was the political prepara
tion for such a party. And, lastly, Lenin's 
MaterlallsnTand Emptrlo-Crltlclsm was the 
theoretical preparation for such a party ""
(Pag 140-141)

Lenin also fought staunchly against the opportunists 
who denied the vanguard role of the proletariat in_ 
the first stage of the two-stage revolution. He cor
rectly pointed out the role of the state as an Instru
ment of the oppression of one class by another 
Lenin points to the need of smashing the state a- 
pparatus to build the new socialist society (The 
State and Revolution) His scientific analysis of „ 
Imperialism as the highest stage of capitalism and 
also Its last, dying stage, is of tremendous impor
tance Particularly, his pointing out the need to ac
tively seek to bring capitalism to its destruction 
through armed struggle and not waiting, patiently 
sitting around for its self-destruction These are 
only some of the many contributions Comrade Lenin 
made to the science of Marxism The applicability 
of his theses have been proven over and over 
again around the world

SUM-UP OF THE ACTIVITY

This activity consisted of an exhibition of Lenin1* 
portraits and the film "Lenin In October" followed 
by a discussion The film highlights certain aspects 
of the revolutionary period and the Great Octo
ber Revolution Among other things, the film deals 
with the treason of the opportunists of the II Inter
national to the world proletariat -  by supporting 
their own bourgeoisie In the Imperialist war, the 
fight of the Bolsheviks led by Lenin against the 
opportunists who objectively supported the bourg
eoisie -  giving the date of the uprising^ 
opposing the Party's decisions as "adventurous^1 
(Zinoviev, Kamenev and Trotsky) A point brought 
out in the film and one which is of particular Impor
tance Is the active participation of the masses, in
cluding In the decision making process This Is 
achieved through the Soviets of workers, peasants 
and soldiers These bodies insure the participation 
of the masses, and It educates and raises their 
political consciousness One most Important point 
made Is the r o le  s of Lenin and Stalin. This ta 
kes particular Importance given the’lies spread by 
revisionisms and Trotskyltes These counterrevolu
tionaries try to defame the great teacher Stalin In 
this film, the confidence which Lenin had In him 
as well as his trust of Stalin's stand, method apd 
viewpoint shatters these lies. Moreover, Stalin's 
revolutionary stand and practice deals these lies 
a deathblow

The film was followed by a discussion, which
centered around the question of the U S S R  

today. The League for Proletarian Revolution (M-L) 
actively participated in this discussion and put forth 
its position on oviet social-imperialism The thrust 
of LPR (M-L)'s position centered around the treason 
committed by the Soviet revisionists to the world 
proletariat, the restoration of capitalism In the So
viet Union and the danger it presents (as one of the 
two superpowers contending for hegemony) to the 
world s people, particularly to those fighting for 
national liberation, as it poses as their friend, 
using the banner of soclallsiru.

bourgeois lllusslons and makes women realize that 
the source of their (oppression Is not the lack of 
protective legislation, but capitalism Itself 
3 Protective legislation raises the capacity of wo
men to wage class struggle as It Improves the con
ditions under which she can join the labor force 
and thus raise her level of consciousness And fi
nally, protective legislation promotes the unity of 
the class This is achieved by the participation of 
working men In the defense of protective legislation 
for women, and by the stand of working women In 
support of the extension of protective legislation to 
her fellow working men

LPR (M-L) also pointed out that we are confident 
that the Soviet proletariat will defeat these new 
Tzars, restore the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and once again advance In the road of socialist 
construction, following the example of Lenin and 
Stalin and the Great October Revblutlon Responding 
to LPR's position, another person In the audience 
put forth that the USSR Is a revisionist country, but 
that capitalism has not been restored A struggle 
around this erroneous position followed and this 
person's incorrect line was drawn out. He further 
stated that it wasn't important whether the Soviet 
Union was socialist or capitalist because the sys
tem there was better than the capitalist system he
re This Is a bankrupt line We are communists and 
as such we must know our enemies We are seeking 
to destroy capitalism, not to ally with It He fur
ther stated that In case of war we must support the 
USSR What treachery Is th is ’ The Soviet Union 
has proven Itself to be an enemy of the people of 
the world and one of the sources of the danger of 
war, and he would have us support the USSR’ Com
rades we must always be vigilant and staunchly 
struggle against these incorrect positions that 
would have us support revisionists and enemies of 
the people

This person was confronted with the fact that he 
was holding a Trotskytte line He tried to manue- 
ver out of It by saying that it was not Important 
what he was Finally, he could not hide what he was,
It became evident LPR pointed out how Trotskyltes 
have been historically counterrevolutionaries (giving 
examples of their practice in the USSR, Albania and 
China) and how they have opposed and undermined 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. Trotskyltes are 
conscious agents of the bourgeoisie It was also 
pointed out that they attempt to hide their line and 
pose as friends of the proletariat The audience then 
asked this counterrrevolutionary element to leave 
and he was escorted out This discussion was very 
useful and showed people the bankruptcy of this 
counterrevolutionary trend We cannot allow these 
bourgeois agents to attend our activities They are 
nothing but provocateurs who are intent on bringing 
their corrupt, counterrrevolutionary line to stop the 
proletarian revolution That is why Comrade Stalin 
has clearly pointed out

" . In the past, seven or eight years ago,
Trotskyism was one of such political trends 
In the working class, an antl-Lenlnlst trend 
It Is true, and therefore profoundly mistaken, 
but nevertheless a political trend

"Can It be said that present-day Trotskyism 
the 1936 Trotskyism, let us say. Is a politi
cal trend in the working c lass’ No, this can
not be said Why’ Because the present-day 
Trotskyltes are afraid to show their real face 
to the working class, afraid to disclose thfeir 
real aims, tasks,to it, and carefully hide their 
political face from the working class fearing 
that If the working cldss should learn of their 
real intentions It will curse them as alien 
people and drive them from It This in reality 
explains how it Is that the chief method of 
Trotskylte work Is now net open and honest 
propaganda of Its views among the working 
class, but the masking of Its views, servile 
and fawning praise for the views of Its oppo
nents, a false and Pharisaical trampling of 
its own views in the dirt " ( Mastering Bol
shevism J Stalin, P 10)

Despite various mechanical failures (the electricity 
went off, breakage of film), revolutionary Initiative 
and discipline was displayed by both sponsors and 
attehdants The discussion took place anyhow, wi
thout lights and the activity was successful It ga
thered a great number of people, many of whom parti
cipated actively in the discussion (conducted injSpanlsl 
and English) Trotskyism was shown In practlce'to be 
what It Is -  a trend alien to the working class - and 
the people present saw,through the concrete exam
ple of this Trotskylte,the treachery of this trend and 
joined In the struggle against it This activity In 
effect, aided in the process of uniting Marxlst- 
Lenlnlsts and winning the advanced elements to 
communism .^L,

-rssnSIC E x i s ” n.~ 1 o ‘ Ob.lb'WlSTOO 26. 

omarni j. 3  saw < 0 V’.fl % 1 )  1  S* 0_ 0 a:

01 psq £ l  n s  B ltn itro O

NOW AVAILABLE 1

m "A FREE WOMAN

CAN LIVE ONLY

M rw fwj \  /- '■)
# //  I w

IN FREE SOCIETY" 

$1 00 * 

m
Reprints from 

ALBANIA TODAY #2||

kOrder from LPR-ML 
PBox 513 Trlboro Sta. 
N.Y. ,N Y 10035

In summing up this question, we want to re-empha- 
slse the fact that communists take every demand , * 
every reform and.analyze It in its particulars, coming 
from the general line that there are reforms and de
mands that we should support and other "reforms"' 
and demands that we should oppose Substituting the 
question of the content of the reform for the form In 
which you struggle for it leads to right errors like 
supporting ERA, Forced Bussing, Community Control 
of the police, etc. To oppose all reforms because 
the capitalists can use them, is a Trotskylte line 
(this Is the case of PRRWO/RWL) or a "left" cover 
for a thoroughly right opportunist line, may we call 
it right-wing Trotskyism, as Is the case of WVO

Consistent with their world view and method WVO, 
takes a bourgeois stand on the woman question, as 
In many other questions WVO's line, If put into 
practice, would mean still more oppression of wo
men who would then be forced to go back to the ex
treme abuse and overwork which she has fought 
so hard to eliminate By taking a stand against 
working women, WVO takes a stand agal nst the 
working class, and a stand against communism

In a few days, Marxlst-Lentnlsts and advanced 
forces all around the country will be celebrattng 
IWWD This celebration also has to be placed in 
the context of party building We must use It to 
demarcate genuine Marxism from sham Marxism, 
to expose the opportunist line on the woman ques
tion in our movement, to consolidate more forces 
around the correct position that communists have 
to champion the struggle for the democratic rights 
of women In the capitalist society without ever lo
sing perspective of the fact that only the dictator
ship of the proletariat can bring real equality Let's 
make IWWD an integral part of the struggle for the 
Party, that Is , the struggle for the Proletarian Revo
lution

Remember comrades To the extent to which women 
participate to that extent we will have success In 
building our party and in carrying out proletarian 
revolution Let's make this coming International 
Working Women s Day celebration ''a token of invin
cibility and augury of the great future which lies 
before the liberation movement of the working class

“Women carry on theur shoulders half the-sky 
and they  have to  conquer it” (Mao Tsetung]

lQth Street Bookshop 
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Hew York. N.Y. 
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COMMUNIST FORUM A
Comrades of LPR-ML

We would like to take the opportunity offered to 
us by the pages of RESISTANCE- COMMUNIST 
FORUM to announce the publication of a document 
titled "THE DEGENERATION OF PRRWO - FROM A 
REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATION TO A NEO-TROTSKYr- 
ITE SECT." This document, published by former 
PRRWO cadre, should not be confused as an ex
tension of "OUR DISAGREE ME NTS WITH THE PRRWO 
—A PRELIMINARY STATEMENT BY FORMER PRRWO 
MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS" which appeared both 
In RESISTANCE and ATM's theoretical journal -RED 
BANNER, although we believe that the two are In 
fundamental unity This document Is an attempt 
to trace the historical development of TORWO ffom 
the early YLO-YLP and to show, how through the 
different stages of PRRWO's development, a bloc 
of opportunists headed by Gloria pontaflez (chair
person of the "Revolutionary Wing ') seized control 
of the organization and engineered Its destruction 
We urge all comrades to study this document, pro
vide criticism and suggestion, and help deepen 
this analysis, seeing It as part of our overall 
Party Building work We most especially urge ex- 
PRRWO cadre and supporters to study this document 
and participate actively In this sum-up as part of 
our responsibility to repudiate thoroughly the line 
we believed In and make It possible for other peo
ple to learn from our mistakes

With this in mind, we would like to focus on the 
recent "polemic" that appeared In BOLSHEVIK, Vol.' 
No 1 We feel It Is an excellent example of the 
present status of the so-called -"Revolutionary 
Wing" That of a wounded paper tiger doomed 
strategically due to their bankrupt line on party 
building as the Only task In this period, but 
dangerous tactically If we are not fully aware of 
how they continue their treacherous wrecking &

1 splitting activities even after they succeeded in 
,destroying PRRWO.

,In this "polemic", the essence of what the wing 
Jls trying to do Is to pit ex-PRRWO members 
^against each other, utilizing secondary contradic
tions to cover up the principal role that the left 
bloc In PRRWO played In the degeneration of the 
organization They also hope to get the most
demoralized comrades to become lackeys of the 
Neo-Trotskyltes by "working for the party 1 This 
Is evident as they try to use some of the weak
nesses of the first sum-up (which we believe was 
a lack of self-criticism and a historical analysis 
of the history of PRRWO) in order to twist around 
the history of PRRWO and blame the errors of the 
CL period, which Included errors In areas of mass 
woriy on RP (R P stands for a former member of 

tPRRWO'S Secretariat who is being slandered and 
attacked by the degenerated "wing" ) and the 
comrades who were purged first They use the 
lack of self-crltclslms In the first sum-up and 
distort reality by saying that RP In particular 
had a history of opportunism In the organization, 
which Is not true The Neo-Trotskyltes are con
tinuing to try to cover themselves behind the 
errors of other comrades
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We believe that It Is all our responsibility to 
face up squarely to the part we played in_the 
history of PRRWO, because the left bloc couid 
not have temporarily succeeded In causing this 
setback If we did not unite, concilliate, or vas- 
clllate on a number of key Internal struggles that 
could have led to a different situation. But this 
does not mean that we should forget that the 
overwhelming majority of ex-PRRWO cadre were 
genuine Marxist-Lenlntsts, „ and that any contra
dictions among us are secondary compared to the 
contradictions that we as Marxlst-Lenlnlsts have 
with the agent-provocateurs of the "Revolutionary 
Wing" We must not allow them to continue to 
manipulate us & neutralize us from boldly expos
ing them for the swine that they are We say to 
former PRRWO cadre Let the conciliation and 
cowardice end* Even though we will probably not 
work directly together, our unity as Marxlst-Lenln
lsts should manifest Itself In continuing to sum- 
up and repudiate In practice the ultra-left line by 
corresponding with other Marxlsts-Leninlsts, shar
ing experiences and moving forward Every time 
we vasctllate and self cultivate we make the 
bougeolse plan to turn us away from the masses 
succeed

We urge comrades to study the document and to come 
forward with their views on l t , . _ _____ _

, - j v  ,.»<• c ~ s  r  p's  M-j -jv a *

--------------- — — FflBMSBJEBBMgLCADRES

THE DEGENERATION 
'OF PRRWO:

FR O M  REVOLUTIONARY 

O R G A N IZ A TIO N  TO 

N E O -T R O T  SKY ITE SECT

BY FORMER PRRW O CADRES

50

To our readers

We consider >.ne document that the comrades 
have put out to be a good contribution to the 
struggle for the building of a genuine Marxist- 
LenlnCst Communist Party In the U S In future 
editions of Resistance we will express our vlew« 
unities and dlsagrements with the document

LPR - ML

To get your cople(s) send $1 50 per copy to 
Boxholder
161 E Houston Street, Box 247 
New York, N Y. 10002

*bulk rate on request

ON CORES . . . |

We have recleved many letters ana 
comments In relation to the article on CORES 
(see article In Resistance Vol. 8 #1) . From 
these letters and comments we are extracting the 
main points that have been ralseg. We will answer 
the letters and comments.

★
MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT CORES ARE A TRANSI
TORY FORM OF ORGANIZATION , THAT ARE ONLY 
BUILT IN THE PROCESS OF GIVING LEADERSHIP 
TO A PARTICULAR STRUGGLE AND DISBANDED 
AS SOON AS THE STRUGGLE IS OVER

We feel that this is an Incorrect view on Cores 
This line , In fact, leads to bowing to spontanei
ty Communists cannot wait until the struggle Is 
developed In a place, for them to begin to talk 
about how to organize In order for them to give 
leadership to such struggles That Is the old line 
of running from factory to factory, from community 
to community looking for who is fighting to give 
"communtts leadership" (In reality "militant sup- 
portj'^to those struggles)

What the working class needs Is consciousness 
and more consciousness Consciousness cannot 
be brought to It by bowing to spontaneity You 
have to make preparations for the struggle The 
building of the cores Is part of that preparation

This In no way contradicts the fact that In marry 
occasions It Is after a particular struggle has 
developed that we get involved In the struggle 
and then build the core But that should be the 
exception and not the rule

★
CAN YOU DEFINE BETTER THE QUESTION OF 
FUNDAMENTAL UNITY? THIS CONCEPT IS 
TOO VAGUE

We established In our position that the question of 
fundamental unity should not be looked at in a me
chanical way. It is not a question of developing a 
"blue print" , a check list, in order to determine 
whether the CORE candidate agrees with all or with 
a certain percentage of the positions listed.

The question we have to address ourselves to Is whe
ther or not the actual level of unity that does exist 
is enough basis to work together In providing com
munist leadership to the particular struggle /  mass 
organization In which the CORE Is based In the 
International situation for example, we are working 
Ur CORES -with:fandafneretaft; u'Mtyjon:suppdrt for the 

.'^riatKinaUWberatteai Btnugigla&v aj«boppos4iajMnto both

THE CENTRAL TASK OF BUILDING A GENUINE 
MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY IS TAKEN 
UP IN ALL FRONTS LPR-ML CERTAINLY HAS 
MANY SHORTCOMINGS AND WELCOMES CRITCISM 
WE ARE ALSO STRIVING TO ESTABLISH CONTACTS 
AND EXCHANGE EXPERIENCES WITH THE MANY 
MARXIST-LENINIST ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN 
ORDER TO FURTHER UNITE MARXIST-LENINIST,
TO COMBAT SECTARIANISM AND SMALL CIRCLE 
SPIRIT AND TO AID IN THE FURTHER DEVELOP
MENT AND CLARIFICATION OF OUR TA&KS, LPR- 
ML WELCOMES AND SEEKS LETTERS, CRITICISMS 
AND OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS FROM MARXIST- 
LENINIST, ADVANCED WORKERS AND ALL REVOLU
TIONARIES FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY WE 
WILL DO OUR BEST TO PRINT ALL FUTURE CON
TRIBUTIONS THAT AID IN THIS STRUGGLE IN 
COMMUNIST FORUM

superpowers while differences exist on our position 
that "Revolution Is the main trend in the world to
day" On the women question, fundamental unity Is 
based on the understanding that real equality for 
women cannot be achieved under capitalism, that 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the building 
of socialism are the only road towards the libera
tion of women, while differences exist with our po
sition oh ERA, etc Fundamental unity thus, doesn't 
presuppose 100% unity, and allows us to work with 
honest forces that at this time have non-fundamen
tal differences with us.

Fundamental unity is what guarantees enough basis 
of unity to carry on the practical work of the CORE 
and in the course of studying Marxlsm-Lenlnlsm- 
Mao Tsetung Thought together, and of struggling 
over and summing-up our differences, they can be 
resolved and higher unitv achieved

Again, It is on the basis of the concrete 
conditions and the nature of the work being develo
ped by the core that those Principles of Unity (fun
damental unity) are developed which allow the work 
to move forward effectively and correctly. In the 
last analysis, fundamental unity is tested by the 
fact that the core members consciously accept the 
leadership of the communist organization that Is 
initiating the CORE

★
HOW CAN NON-COMMUNISTS- FOR EXAMPLE AD
VANCED AND INTERMEDIATE ELEMENTS - BE PART 
OF THE CORE AND STILL CALL IT A "COMMU
NIST FORM OF ORGANIZATION"?

The character of the core Is determined by (1) Its 
purpose to give communist leadershto to different 
struggles and mass organizations (2)tts leadership 
a communist organization with whom every member 
of the CORE has fundamental unity The case Is 
similar to a Marxlst-Lenlnlst study circle which Is 
also a "Communist form of organization" that In
cludes communists and non-communist*, members of 
ftie organization and non-members

Another example is the Young Communist League, 
which Is referred to by Stalin as a "communist orga
nization" and at the same time a "non-party organi
zation". He says *

"Formally, the Young Communist League Is a 
non-Party organization But it is at the same time a 
communist organization. This means that, while 
being formally a non-Party organization of workers 
and peasants, the Young Communist League must, 
nevertheless , work under '•’he leadership of our Partv 

The Tasks of the Young Communist League 
Stalin,CW, vol 7, p 249

The participation of intermediate and advanced ele
ments In the CORE facilitate the conditions for them 
receiving the training and education neccessary In 
order to provide true communist leadership to the 
struggl and further Insure „ the link of the CORE with 
the masses

SEND YOUR CRITICISMS SUGGESTIONS,

SUM-UPS OF STRUGGLES, AND OTHER

CONTRIBUTIONS TO COMMUNIST FORUM

c/o RESISTANCE
Box 513, Trlboro Sta 
N.Y , N Y. 10035
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IN THIS PERIOD :

COMRADELY POLEMICS 
WITH A T M - M L

PLACE ALL WORK IN THE 
CONTEXT OF PARTY BUILDING

P A R T  II

The most fundamental difference between the com
rades of the ATM-ML and ourselves is how each 
organization views the d ia lec tica l relation that 
ex is ts  between the central ta sk  and a ll other ta sk s  # 
and methods of struggle Both organizations have 
put forward that party building Is the central task  
and that the party cannot be built In isolation from 
participating  and giving communist leadership  to 
the spontaneous struggles of the m asses -This Is  In 
fact one of our fundamental unites which demarcate 
both organizations from opportunists of a ll hues on 
th is question

But despite the fact that both organizations 
consider party building Ih the heat of the c la ss  strug
gle our central ta sk , we have two diam etrically op
posed views on what that means in the United States 
today

LPR-ML "PLACE ALL WORK IN THIS PERIOD
IN THE CONTEXT OF PARTY BUILDING

ATM-ML "PLACE PARTY BUILDING IN THE CON
TEXT OF GIVING ANSWERS TO THE 
QUESTIONS PUT IN FRONT OF US BY 
THE MASS MOVEMENT "

We don't think th is  Is a minor difference nor a 
question of sem antics We expect to  show In 
th is  part of the polemic the correctness of our posi
tio n , the incorrectness of ATM's position , as well 
as the incorrect methodology and reasoning by which 
they arrived at that incorrect position

WHAT DOES "CENTRAL TASK" MEAN 9

*To say that something is the central ta sk  In a given 
process means that every other ta s k , forms and methods 
of struggle, e tc  are subordinate to  that central ta sk  
during a particular period of its development In 
th is  c a se , party building Is the central task  In th is  
period, and Unite M arx ist-L en tn lsts , win the advan
ced to communism give leadership to the mass strug 

g le , engage In propaganda and ag ita tion , m ass ac tio n s, 
study c irc le s , e tc  ,e tc  , are some of the other ta sk s , 
form s, and methods of struggle that are subordinated 
to  the central ta sk  -  "placed In the context of party 
building in th is  period"

By a ll our work, we mean a ll our th eo re tica l, po liti
cal and organizational work, a ll our practice in the 
communist, w orkers ', national, women's and student 
movements This position a t the same time empha
s izes  the fact tha t the party can 't be built In Iso la 
tion from the m asses and their strugg les, but ra ther, 
in the process of giving communist leadersh ip  and a 
planned, conscious character to  those struggles 
But in striving to  provide communist leadership  to  
those strugg les, we cannot afford to J o s e  our bearings, 
to  lose perspective of what is our central ta sk  In
s tead , we have to  consisten tly  link, a ll particular 
struggles and ac tiv itie s  to the building of the party, 
so as tc  move th is  ta sk  forward

Comrade Lenin left no room for doubts on th is  ques
tion

Our principal and fundamental task is to facilitate the 
political development and the political organisation of 
tne working class Those who push this task into the back
ground, who refuse to subordinate to it all the special 
tasks and particular methods of struggle, are following 
a false path and causing serious harm to the movement 
And it is being pushed into the background, firstly, by 
those who call upon revolutionaries to employ only the 
forces of isolated conspiratorial circles cut off from the work
ing-class movement m the struggle against the government 
It is being pushed into the background, secondly, by those 
who restrict the content and scope of political propaganda,' 
agitation and organisation who think it fit and proper 
to treat the workers to politics only at exceptional mo
ments m their lives, only on festive occasions, who too 
solicitously substitute demands for partial concessions 
from the autocracy for the political struggle against the 
autocracy, and who do not go to sufficient lengths to ensure 
that these demands for partial concessions are raised to 
the status of a systematic, implacable struggle-of a revolu
tionary, working-class party against the autocracy

Lenin Collected Works Vol 4 Pg 369

Clear "Principal and fundamental ta sk  to  fac ilita te  
the poltlcal development and po litical organization 
of the working c la s s"  (this can mean nothing e lse  
but the building of the party) "Those who refuse 
to  subordinate to  It" (to place In the context of it, ed .

LPR) "all the special ta sk s  and particular methods 
of struggle are following a fa lse  path and causing 
serious harm to the movement " This is precisely 
what Is happening to  ATM-ML who Is objectively 
belittling  the to le of propaganda, by In practice 
carrying out agitation  as  the chief form of activity , 
liquidating the ta sk s  Of "M arxist-Lenlnlsts unite 
and win the advanced to  communism" by in practice 
carrying out the line of "Win the broad m asses" to  
ATM-ML and by the ir belittling  the need for open 
polemics as a way of struggle, not only against op
portunism , but a lso  for M arxlst-L eninlst unity

The comrades w ill claim we are distorting the ir line 
and refer to  statem ents made In the "Revolutionary 
Cause" But both ATM-ML and LPR-ML have unity 
tha t line Is both theory and p rac tice , both what we 
say and what we do„ And wheh our defeds are In con
trad iction  with our w ords, we have to either accept 
tha t we are deviating form a correct line and move to 
correct the m istakes made In p rac tice , or accept 
that our line is incorrect and move to  repudiate It 
and strive for the correct line But the comrades do 
neither

ATM-ML will consisten tly  put forward that "propa
ganda must be In the forefront" and yet In practice 
will consisten tly  carry out "agitation In the forefront" 
This Is underscored by the fact that ATM-ML has 
made its newspaper -  the "pivot of Its work" -  a 
mainly agitational tool The fact tha t at least 
4 issues of R.C which are almost only agitation 
have broadly circulated both in English and Spanish 
around the country, while issue #1 of Red Banner, 
only In English, has not been as widely distributed 
a lso  points to  th is  The ATM sum-ups of the M ol- 
ders Strike (RC#7 and #8), W estern Yarns strike 
(RC #8) and a t Major Safe (RC#9) further show that 
its  agitation not propaganda that 4s In the forefront

The same can be said about the fact tha t ATM-ML 
has consisten tly  raised  tha t Party building Is our 
central ta s k , but with the same consistency  has 
failed  to ra ise  party building in their m ass work 
ATM-ML a lso  consisten tly  puts forward that "M ar- 
x lst^L enin ists unite and win the advanced to com-

Contlnued on page 8

Continued from page 3 G U I D E
in such a way tha t the blame doesn 't seem to  be 
directly linked to  the c a p ita lis t, but rather on 
another worker who Is a lso  sped-up Close Investi
gation can expose th is  as well as methods of e s 
tablishing quotas which workers can never make, e tc  \

1 Is there adequate lighting , adequate ven tila tion , 
adequate heating system , open fire e x its , e tc  9 
Are w ater hoses or sprinklers in good function9 
Is there a lo t of dust or metal partic les accumulating 
In the a i r 9 Are spray paint or other toxic m aterials 
used tha t give out dangerous fum es9 Is heavy 
weight lifting required9 Is there excessive 
noise le v e l9 Are corrosive chem icals u s e d 9 
Are flammable m aterials u s e d 9 Are there other 
hafczards 9

2. Are metal shields u s e d 9 Are ear p lugs, gas 
m asks, safety g la s s e s , g loves, e tc  , pro
v ided9 Are they ad eq u a te9

3 Is there a ca fe te ria9 Are there enough bathrooms, 
are they kept c le a n 9

4 Are you allowed sufficient time for breaks 9 
Are you allowed enough time to  go to  the bath 
room9 Are you allowed time to  make or receive 
phone c a l ls 9 e tc .

5 How often and on whom particularly does forced 
overtime fall o n 9 What does the contract say 
about th is  question? What would be the con
sequences if you refuse overtime 9

6 How intense and on whom is the harassm ent, 
nagging and watching of the forem en9

7 How are speedups Implemented In your d ep t9
- In other departments 9 How are production

quotas determ ined9
THE UNION

The purpose of th is  section  is to  gain a full view 
of the union and how it should be dealt with 
Communists should work within the trade un io n s, 
no matter how reactionary they may b e , and struggle 
for union democracy, for general and regular 
membership m eetings, for rank and file  participation 
and control, for e lected  shop stew ards, for effective 
grievance procedures, for general contract approval 
etc The conditions surroundings the lack of a union 
provides fertile  grounds for agitation  and exposures 
It Is Imperative to  know how the workers see the- 

• unten ch ie fs , shop 'S tew ards, e tE * tn o rd e r to  -

correctly be able to  focus the exposu res, and to  
Identify friends and enemies The role of the union 
In the la s t strike Is espec ia lly  helpful in showing 
the union ch iefs ' real nature Communists should 
also  join the rank and file caucuses which group the 
more c la ss  conscious workers and expose those 
which operate along lines tha t divide the c la ss  
(racism) If there Is no caucus, the possib ilities  of 
creating one should be Investigated Also, the con
tra c t should be studied thoroughly. It provides a 
ground for the legal ac tiv ity  of communists within 
the trade union and the cau cu s , and can be used 
as a means of approach, calling for collective 
d iscussions to  get through the legal terms and 
points to  the violations of the contract by the Co ,„ 
and a lso  shows the workers what th e ir  legal rights 
are

1 Is there a union9 What is the name of the union, 
local # ,  D istrict o ffice? If there Is no union, 
has there been previous attem pts to  organize 
one 9 Why has It fa ile d 9 How do the workers 
feel about th is  9

{ 2 What are the sa laries of the union president 
and of officers of the L ocal9 What privileges 
do they have 9

3. What is the amount of membership in the Local 
from your p la n t9 What percentage of national 
minorities in your plant are union members 9

4 What is the length of probationary period for 
becoming permanent worker and a member of 
the union 9

5 Are shop stew ards elec ted  or appointed9 Who 
are they , what is the ir s ta n d 9

6 How often are union meetings h e ld 9 Who ca lls  
• ■th em 9 What is the percentage of attendance

at union meetings 9 How much do the workers 
participate 9

7, How is the grlevience procedure9
8 What Is the history of th is union & other unions 

in the p lan t9 What Is the attitude of the workers 
towards the unions in the p lan t9 Among how 
many workers (advanced, Intermediate and back
ward)' are the bureacrats recognized as se ll o u t9 
How many workers s till tru st the bureacrats 9 
What was the role of the union In the la s t s tr ik e 9

9 Is there a Rank and File ca u c u s9 How many 
workers belong to  the caucus 9 When and where 
do they m eet9 What are th e  principles of unity

* a o f th e  caucus ? W ho,leads th e c a u c u s  ? D o t h e y

have a new sletter or other pub lica tions0 (Collect 
a ll new sletters or flyers )

10 Get a copy of the contract immediately! Break 
down the general facts What are the wages for 
the different categories and departments 9 Is 
there and what Is vacation pay, sick pay , over
time pay health b enefits , pension p l a n , 9 Is 
there a cost of living increase c la u se 9 Is there 
a lay-off c lause 9

THE SUBJECTIVE FACTOR

In order to  develop a correct tac tica l plan and de 
termine focus of work, main Issu es , demands, 
friends and enem ies, methods of struggle e tc  it is 
necessary  to  make an assessm ent of forces and 
c la s s  analysis  within the factory The level of 
co n sc iousness, of m ultinational unity among work
e rs , their history of struggle , their experience 
the ir acceptance of so c ia lis t ideas (advanced work
ers) , as well as the presence of other com m unists, 
or opportunist elem ents, and the possib le a ll ie s , 
are a ll e ssen tia l to  th is  plan.

1 What is the history of struggle in the p lan t9 
Have there been previous strikes and other forms 
of struggle 9 Who led them 9 What were the de
mands 9 What was ach ieved9 Who stood out as 
lead ers , as tra ito rs9 What was the role of the 
un ion9 When did such struggles happen9

2 Are there signs of members or sym pathisers of 
any other organization9 Which o n e s9 Do they 
distribute new sletters or f ly e rs9 Do they se ll

_  the newspapers outside the p la n t9 (Collect a ll 
such newspapers & fly e rs , etc  ) Do they have 
any v isib le  in fluence9

3. What is the general level of consciousness of 
the workers 9 What are the main issu es  that 
most concern them 9 What are the ir demands 
(support for national liberation struggles , 
democratic rights of national minorities and wo
men, economic demands . ) 9

4 What is the general a ttitude of workers towards 
each other -  the level of m ultinational unity? 

What is the attitude towards ''Illegal" workers 9
5 Start making a l is t  of c o n tac ts , of advanced 

and Intermediate w orkers, of possib le  a llie s  
In personnal, c le rica l, m aintenance and other 
departm ents, as well a s  lackeys and se ll-o u ts .

f  -r y  /  • * ____ r. , J i ir i .  - ' ^  ^
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ATM-ML
munlsm" are sim ultaneous ta sk s  ,noone being prima
ry over the o ther, but on the other hand pit mass 
work against the task  of "M arxist Leninists unite" 
and put forward their Involvement In the mass 
struggles as a justifica tion  for not carrying out cor
rectly Its ta sk  of struggling for M arxlst-L enln lst's 
unity

We feel tha t th is  contradiction between ATM's 
words and ATM's deeds Is directly  linked with their 
line "Party building has to be placed in the context 
of giving answers to the questions put In front of 
us by the mass movement" Lets examine the mea
ning in practice of th is  ambiguous formulation 
We say th is  Is an ambiguous formulation because It 
doesnt deal with the character and content of such 
questions , and leaves them open to  Interpretation 
A lso, it tends to  subordinate the ta sk  of party1 buil
ding to tha t of "giving answ ers"

The comrades of ATM-ML recognize th is ambiguity 
and, in polemizing with PRRWO-RWL , apparently have 
th is  ambiguity In mind when they put forward

But le ts  go back again to out posit^rt of 
"solving the questions put in fro n t of'communists 
by the mass Movement " We referred briefly to the 

meaning and importance o f th is  above but we 
would lik e  to  explore i t  a l i t t l e  fu r th e r  This 
p osition  can be in te rp re ted  e ith e r  in  a mechan
ic a l way ( which is  the only way th a t PRRWO and 
RWL can in te rp re t anything), o r as Marxist-Len- 
in is ts

Mechanically th is  would mean lim iting  the 
strugg le to  those questions or demands a ris ing  
SPONTANEOUSLY from the mass movement, i  e high
e r  wages, b ilingua l education jobs, e tc  This 
is  how PRRWO-RWL in te rp re t i t

When we sa;y th a t "party  building had to be 
put in to  the context o f solving the questions 
put m fron t o f communists by the mass movement 

we mean th a t we must build  th a t party  i t s  
program ta c tic s  and organization by co rrec tly  
analyzing clorrent h is to r ic a l conditions t e s t 
ing our views m  the actual struggle tra in in g  
cadres to  change those conditions and building 
an organization along i l le g a l  revolutionary 
l in e s  so th a t i t  is  capable o f operating under 
a l l  conditions o f struggle

Revolutionary C ause, vol 119 p 8

D espite the fact tha t no mention is made of the pri
mary role of theory, of M arxism-Leninism-M ao Tse 
tung Thought in th is statem ent (unless we take 
the pjirase "correctly analysing" to  mean that) we 
have no major disagreem ent with th is statem ent 
But we fall to  see how th is  explanation can be 
summed-up as "Place party building In the context 
of giving answ ers to  the questions put in front of 
communists by the mass movement It is true 
tha t th is  formulation can be understood in various 
ways (to a certain  extent a ll formulations can be 
understood differently but some are more ambi
guous than others) •

But more Importantly than the ambiguity of the formu
la tio n s , what really  concerns us Is tha t In practice 
ATM-ML understands (may we say , apply) Its line 
in the way In which , according to ATM, is being 
summed up by PRRWO_ D espite the fact that ATM- 
ML views th is  applicatfon as "m echanical" we can 
only conclude from struggling with the com rades, 
summing up their propaganda and agitation m aterials 
(e g . R C . ,  Red Banner, leafle ts and new sletters 
from ATM's mass work, e tc  )that th is  is precisely 
the application they are giving it

Interesting enough,In What Is to  be Done ? , Lenin 
addresses him self to  a very sim ilar question wnlch 
we had pointed out to  ATM back in August This is 
how Lenin examined the question*

>

But the Rabocbeye Dyelo not onlj defended the Econo 
mists — it itself constantly fell into their fundamental errors 
The source of this confusedness is to be found in the ambiguity 
of the interpretation given to the following thesis of the 
Rabocbeye Dyelo program We consider that the most 1m 
portant phenomenon of Russian life the one that will mainly 
determine the tasks (our italics) and the character of the 
literary activity of the Union is the mass working class mote 
ment (Rabocbeye Dyelo s italics) that has arisen in recent 
years That the mass movement is a most important phenom 
enon is a fact about which there can be no dispute But 
the crux of the question is how is one to understand the 
statement that the mass working class movement will deter 
mine the tasks’ ? It may be interpreted in one of two ways 
Either it means bowing to the spontaneity of this movement 
l e reducing the role of Social Democracy to mere subser 
vience to the working-class movement as such (the inter 
pretation given to it by the Rabochaya Alysl, the Self Eman 
cipation Group and other Economists) or it means that the 
mass movement puts before us new theoretical political and 
organizational tasks far more complicated than those that 
might have satisfied us in the period before the rise of the 
mass movement The Rabocbeye Dyelo inclined and still 
inclines towards the first interpretation for it has said nothing 
definite about any new tasks but argued aft the time just as 
if the mass movement relie es us of the necessitv of clear 
ly appreciating and fulfilling the tasks it sets before us. We 
need only point out that the Rabocbeye Dyelo considered 
that it was impossible to set the overthrow of the autocracy 
as the first task of the mass working class movement and 
that it degraded this task (in the interests of the mass move 
ment) to that of a struggle for immediate political demands

Lenin, What Is to  be D one? p 55-6

Our disagreem ents with ATM are not whether or 
not communists should give answers to  the questions 
put in front of us by the mass movement That we 
must do Our disagreem ents are on how we under
stand th is  and link it to  the central task  We be 
lieve tha t by building the pa rty we will be taking 
a gigantic step  towards giving answers to those 
questions put In front of us by the mass movement 
And that In the meantime (pre-party period) a ll our 
work In providing answ ers to  those questions has 
to  be aimed a t facilitating  the building of the party 
As Lenin says

"Without a strong organ ization ,tested  In the -*> 
political struggle carried on under all circum
stances and in all periods, there can be no 
ta lk  of a system atic plan of activ ity  .en ligh t
ened by firm principles and unswervingly 
carried ou t, which alone is worthy of being 
called  ta c tic s  " (Iskra, No 4 ,found lnV ol 5, 
page 6) quote from What Is to  Be Done ? ,p  59

And that is why we must subordinate all ' special 
ta sk s  and particular methods of struggle" to  the 
building of the party On th is question , ATM-ML 
muddle3 the need for the party (the task  placed in 
front of us by concrete reality  and by the guiding 
principles of M arxism-Leninism-M ao Tsetung Thought 
and how to build tha t party (the method of welding 
together the vanguard detachment of the proletariat 

around common line and program) This muddle 
confuses a descrip tion  of the fac ts  tha t the sta te 
of the spontaneous mass movement points to  the ne
ce ssity  of giving conscious leadership to  It, that is , 
to  the need for the party, with the political line gui- 
ding M arxist-L enin ists In th is period of party forma
tion which should estab lish  the correct relationship 
between party building and all other ta sk s  By so 
doing they estab lish  an incorrect relationship 
between party building and the mass movement 
betw een, the communist movement and the working 
c la ss  movement, between the subjective factor 
and the objective factor.

Also, ATM-ML sum s-up in the conlusion to its 
"Editorial" by saying

"Comrades, le t s make fusion a reality 
L et's  get serious about answering the 
questions posed by our movement We 
dedicate the REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE to 
th is  ta sk  11 (R.C vol 1#10 p 12)

This statem ent is also  ambiguous ATM-ML implies 
tha t fusion IS answering the questions posed by the 
mass movement Since solving those questions 
m eans, according to ATM-ML, to form the party, 
then fusion becomes the formation of the party We 
disagree with th is view The party Is the "biggest 
step towards fusion" but not fusion I tse lf, which 
has to be b u ilt, strengthened, etc before, during 
and after the party is formed This Interpretation 
seems to be the one meant by ATM-ML since it Is 
consisten t with their view of party building as a 
"protracted" struggle, and that in the meantime there 
are other just as important ta sk s  to be carried out 
-  which In reality  means tha t the party can 't be 
built (formed) until fusion is achieved F inally , th is 
view confuses the means (the party , fusion), with 
the final aim (socialism  and the d ictatorship of the 
pro letaria t, which can be the only answer communists 
g ive to the questions posed by the mass movement

MARXIST-LENINISTS, UNITE, AND 
WIN THE ADVANCED TO COMMUNISM

Comrade Mao Tsetung teaches us

'There are many con
tradictions In the process of development of a com
plex thing and one of them Is necessarily the prin
cipal contradiction whose.existence and development 
determine or Influence the existence and develop
ment of the other contradictions "

On C o n t r a d ic t io n ,  in  F o u r E ssay s 
on P h i lo s o p h y , p 51

'M arxlst-L enlnists unite and win the advanced to com
munism" represent the resolution of two contradictions 
In the party building process Regarding the rela tion 
ship between the tw o, ATM-ML reaches the following 
conclusions

What th is  l in e  in ev itab ly  reduces i t s e l f  to  is  
th is  — in a l l  of our work we must focus and 
pay a tte n tio n  only to  u n iting  M arxist-Lenin- 
i s t s  and winning over the advanced (orecious 
few o f whom are a c tu a lly  being won over and 
with M arxist-Leninists our "work usually  
co n sis ts  o f d iscourse and polemic)

Revolutionary C au se , Vol l,N o  10 ,p 11

We believe that both ta sk s  are equally important.
In the sense tha t both have to  be carried out In order 
to  achieve our goal We must carry out a ll tasks in 
order to build the party and must continue to  do so 
in each period in order to carry out proletarian revo
lu tion , es tab lish  the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and build socialism  On the importance and relation 
ship between "M arxlst-Lenlnists unite and win the 
advanced to  communism" we hold

At this moment the level of fusion of the communist 
movement with the working c lass  novem ert in the 
U S Is low, as is reflected by the character of the ~

working c 'a s s  ruover,e n t .%

To resolve th is contradiction is just as Important as 
tc  resolve the unity of M arxlst-Lenlnists because1 
th is Is what determines the social basis of our futu 
re party as well as the party s role as vangua d of the 
proletariat Both corre^oond to essen tial features 
of tne proletarian party But why is th«» unity of 
M arx'st Ten nists primary and wirnlng the advanced 
to  communism secondary in relation to  each other0

First of all tne party is made up of M arxlst-Lenlnists 
This is fundamental The Darty cannot be composed 
of e /e ry  striker sympathysecor contributor to the 
revolutionary caus'e as Martov would have It in his 
polemics with Lenin on par+y membership From the 
point of view of Comrade Martov the borderline of 
the Party remains q its Indefinite for every strike 
may proclaim himself a Party member what is the 
use of th is vagueness 7 A wide extension of the 
ti le Its harm is that it introduces a disorgani

sing idea, the confusion of c lass  and party (Lenin 
% CVV Vol 6 > p 211)

The party must be composed of workers y e s , but 
workers that are M-Ls and pot of advanced elements 
who are not yet communists. So tt is our task  to  uni
te  those that are M-Ls and not confuse proletarian 
c lass  with proletarian party or advanced elements 
wi h M-Ls * f

R esistance, vol 7 #5 , p 5

We have consisten tly  fought to  correctly apply th is  
relationship in practice in these ta sk s  as well as 
in our other ta s k s , such as in propaganda and ag i
ta tio n , the struggle against the right , which is the 
main danger, without failing to struggle a g a in s t the 
"left" danger, the relationship between theory and 
practice'} between concentrating on the advanced 
workers, without failing to  give attention to  the 
broad m asses , etc

INCORRECT REASONING

In the p as t, ATM-ML held both tha t "all work must 
be placed In the context of party building in th is 
period" and "that M arxlst-Lenlnists unite Is primary 
over winning the advanced to communism " Why 
has ATM-ML abandoned these  correct positions'?

In the aftermath of the w ing, ATM-ML abandoned 
these  positions without making any kind of sc ien ti
fic analysis of the old or new lin e s , nor of the prac
tice  carried out while operatin under such lines 
In reference to  these two lin e s , which are in fact 
lndtsolubly connected, ATM-ML says

"The in i t i a l  roots
o f our e rro rs  can be traced back to our Unity 
Congress, which fa ile d  to  c le a r ly  define the 
tasks facing us — instead  saying th a t a l l  
o f our tasks must be put in to  the context o f 
party  building — ra th e r  than saying tha t 
party  build ing  had to  be put in to  the context 
o f solving the  questions put in fro n t o f the 
communists by the mass movement ' ,

’ This
e rro r  was to  lead la te r  to more fundamental 
problems in  regard to  c^rying out our tasks 
o f u n iting  M arxist-Leninists and winning over 
the advanced, as well as m  our approach to 
study, the s trugg le  against opportunism, e tc  ’

R C #9 page 5

We suggest comrades to read the complete article, 
you will not find a single word to explain the con
nection between the line and the fundamental pro
blems in relation to 'carrying out the ta sk s  of uniting 
M arxlst-Lenlnists winning the advanced" "approach 
to  study", "the struggle against opportunism,etc '

The corrirades continue

In REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE H we la id  on; tuo 
ta c tic a l  tasks to  p a rty  building and tha t o f 
the tw o,, M arxist-Leninists Unute* ' and "Win 
ovei the Advanced the fo i~ er was necessarily  
our p iin a ry  one

This was a l e f t  sec ta rian  en:or on our p art 
In p rac tice  i t  lead to focusing our work a l 
most exclusively to  work with o ther communists 
on the basis o f strugg ling  fo r  un ity  on lin e  
(m  the general sense) without concerning our
selves about the question o f common wo k i  e 
revolutionary p ra c tic e  .Although we we-e pro 
ceeding from an honest d esire  fo r the un ity  of 
M arxist-Leninists th is  ' l e f t '  po s itio n  worked 
against us and our movement

Like i t  o r not, i t  inev itab ly  led us (and 
w ill lead others) to  detach the  question of 
M arxist-Leninist un ity  from the question o f 
winning over the advanced in  mass strugg e, 
o f the tra in in g  o f the advanced m  an a ll-s id e d  
way, o f tra in in g  ones own cadres fo r th is  work

R C , Vol 1, #9 , p. 8

Why was th is  line a "left" sectarian  erro r1? The com
rades fa il to  explain They substitu te the e x p la n a 
tion  with the resu lts  tha t supposedly th a t lin e  brought 
them  In practice It Is clear however tha t by carry
ing out 6nly one of the two ta s k s , they were not 
applying th e ir  own line, "two ta c tica l ta sk s"  They 
were deviating from It by absolutizing one and liqu i
dating the other (this w as, remember, In the period 
In which they united with the "genuine wing" ) At 
tha t time PRRWO put forward the line tha t the two 
ta c tica l ta sk s  were sim ultaneous with neither being 
primary over the other (This is ATM-ML's line today.)

How do the comrades explain tha t coming from two 
different lines bothorganlzatlons "detached in their 
practice the unity of M arxlst-L enlnists from the 
winning over the advanced1?" The comrades don 't 
explain th is  e ither (C n  the question of Unite Marx- 

>. is t-L en ln tsts and winning the advanced, we 
refer comrades to the artic le  In R esistance ,Vol 7,#5)

We feel tha t th is is precisely  what ATM-ML Is doing. Continued gn p 9 (p,12 In Span, section)
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A T M '  M L
A T M -M L  w a s  o b je c t i v e ly  p r a c t i c in g  th e  " o n ly s "  1

By th e  a d m is s io n  o f  th e  c o m r a d e s ,  w e  c a n  c o n c lu d e  

t h a t  th e  p ro b le m  w a s  n o t th e  c o r r e c t  p o s i t io n  o f 
" e v e r y th in g  in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  p a r ty  b u i ld in g "  n o r  th e  
a l s o  c o r r e c t  p o s i t io n  o f  M a r x i s t - L e n in i s t s  u n i t e  a s  
p r im a ry " ,b u t r a th e r  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  in  p r a c t i c e ,  th e  
c o m ra d e s  w e re  c a r ry in g  o u t th e  s a m e  l in e  o f  t h e  
" o n ly s "  o f  PRRW O. I t i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  a b s o lu 
t i z in g  o n e  a s p e c t  w h i le  l i q u id a t in g  th e  o th e r  T h u s  
w e  h a d  tw o  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  w h o  c a r r ie d  o u t th e  sa m e  
l i n e  in  p r a c t i c e ,  w h i le  m a in ta in in g  t h a t  t h e i r  l i n e s  
w e re  d i f f e r e n t .  A T M -M L  d o e s  n o t  d e a l* w lth  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  in  t h e i r  p o le m ic s  w ith  PRRW O-RW L (from 
w h ic h  w e  h a v e  q u o te d  th e i r  c a h n tje  o f l i n e  )

T h e  o n ly  p ro o f  'o f f e re d  b y  A T M -M L  to  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
t h a t  t h e i r  p r e v io u s  l in e  w a s  in c o r r e c t  is  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  

I f  t h e y  w e re  to  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  u s e  th e  s a m e  e m p ir i 
c i s t  m e th o d  in  a n a ly s in g  PRRW O1 s  l i n e  t h e  o n ly  c o n 
c l u s io n  th e y  c o u ld  r e a c h  is  t h a t  s in c e  PRRW O1 s p r a c 
t i c e  w a s  i n c o r r e c t ,  th e n  th e i r  l i n e  ( th e  l in e  t h a t  A TM - 
ML i s  h o ld in g  now ) m u s t a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o r r e c t '

But A T M -M L  d o e s  n o t do  th a t

t i o n  a n d  c r e a t in g  a  s tr a w  m an th a t  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  
d e s t r o y e d

LPR -M L h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  fo u g h t a g a i n s t  PRRW O1 s 
" o n l y " ,  " o n ly " ,  " o n ly "  l i n e  In  t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  o f 
o u r  o p e n  p o le m ic  w ith  th e  n e o - T r o t s k y l te s  o f th e  
"w in g "  w e  p u t fo rw a rd

6 They  h av e  a  " le f t" o p p o r tu n is t  lin e  c h a ra c te r iz e d  
b y  th e i r  "o n ly s"  on ly  p a rty  b u ild in g  on ly  p ro p ag an - 
d a lre je c t ln g  a g ita tio n  on ly  lin e  s tru g g le  (d iscard ing  

v a l l  o th e r  form s o f c la s s  s tru g g le ) on ly  p o li t ic a l  
l in e  (id eo lo g y  a n d  o rg a n iz a tio n  a re  no t Im portant for 
them ) on ly  th e  a d v an c e d  (It Is in c o rre c t to  pay any 
a t te n tio n  to  th e  In te rm ed ia te  o r a ttem p t to  ra is e  th e  
g e n e ra l le v e l  o f c o n s c io u s n e s s  of th e  m a s s e s  a c c o r 
d ing  to  th e m ) , o n ly  th e o ry  (a ll p ra c tic e  Is  econom ism  
a cc o rd in g  to  them  ) on ly  th e  p ro le ta r ia t  (denying 
th e  e x is te n c e  of a l l i e s  o f th e  p ro le ta r ia t  l ik e  poor 
h a m e rs  low er s e c to r s  o f th e  p e tty  -  b o u rg eo s le  e tc

R e s i s t a n c e , Vol 7 , # 5 ,  p a g e  6

A T M -M L  q u o te s  t h i s  in  R e v o lu tio n a ry  C a u s e  a n d  
c o m ra d e s  c a n  r e v ie w  a l l  th e  M a r x l s t - L e n ln t s t  p r e s s  
- s h a m  a n d  g e n u i n e -  a n d  w il l  f in d  th a t  s u c h  c h a r a c 
t e r i z a t i o n  o f t h a t  l in e  a s  th e  " o n ly s "  w a s  p r e c i s e l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h a t  a r t i c l e  a n d  s in c e  th e n  a lm o s t  
e v e r y  o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  h a s  r e f e r e d  to  i t  in  t h i s  w ay  
T he s t r a w  m a n ,f a l l s  o a  i t s  ow n w e ig h t  
In  th e  s e c o n d  a r t i c l e  o f  th e  p o le m ic  w ith  th e  n e o -  
T ro ts k y i te  w in g  w e  c l e a r l y  a n d  p r e c i s e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  b o th  l in e s

INCORRECT M ETHOD OF STRUGGLE

J n  th e  a r t i c l e ,  " R e v o lu tio n a ry  C a u s e  a n d  O u r T a s k s ' 
th e  c o m ra d e s  c r e a te  a  s t r a w  m an  to  p o le m iz e  a g a in s t  
o u r l in e  T h e y  s a y

"T h a t i s  w h y  w e  f ig h t  s o  h a rd  a g a in s t  th e  
l in e  ( e m p h a s is  LPR) t h a t  p a r ty  b u i ld in g  is  
o u r  ONLY t a s k ,  a n d  t h a t  " e v e r y th in g  m u s t 
b e  s e e n  in  t h e  c o n te x t  ( e m p h a s is  ATM) o f 
p a r ty  b u i l d in g " .  T h is  l a t t e r  p o s i t io n  i s  o f te n  
in t e r p r e te d  t o  m e a n  t h a t  a l l  o f  o u r  t a s k s

I t  w ould do w ell to  po in t ou t th a t w h ile  w e hold th a t  
a l l  our w ork m ust b e  se e n  In th e  co n tex t o f our c e n 
tr a l  ta sic  w hich is  pa rty  bu ild ing  th i s  q u ite  d iffe 
re n t th in g  th a t to  s a y  "our p rin c ip a l and  only  ta s k  
i s  t o  b u ild  th e  party'* (PRRWO) The f i r s t  p o s itio n  
re c o g n iz e s  th a t b e c a u s e  our p rin c ip a l and  fu n d a - 

t  m en ta l ta s k  is  to  b u ild  th e  p a r ty ,  a l l  ou r w ork m ust 
b e  s e e n  a s  a fun c tio n  of and  in th e  s e rv ic e  of th is  
t a s k  The second  p o s itio n  is  pu re ly  “le f t"  in fa n ti
l ism  p e tty  b o u rg eo is  id e a lism  w h ich  re s u l ts  in  the  
l iq u id a tio n  of a l l  th e  p ra c tic a l a c t iv i t ie s  o f commu
n is ts

R e s i s t a n c e , Vol 7 ,  # 6 ,  p a g e  5

m u s t  s e rv e  t p  b u i ld  d e v e lo p  a n d  s t r e n g th e n  
th e  p a r ty  But w h e n  i s  t h i s  n o t  t r u e 9 W o n  t  
w e  b e  t r y in g  to  b u i ld  . s t r e n g th e n  a n d  e x p a n d  
th e  p a r ty  e v e n  u n d e r  s o c ia l i s m  ? "

R C .  v o l .  1 #  10 p  11

By th e  o m is s io n  of a  p lu r a l ,  th e  l i n e  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  
l i n e s  , A T M -M L  h a s  d e c id e d  th a t  t h e  l in e  o f  LPR-M L 
( " e v e ry th in g  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f p a r ty  b u i ld in g " )  a n d  
th e  l in e  o f  th e  n e o - T r o t s k y i te s  o f  PRRW O-RW L ( " c e n 
t r a l  a n d  o n ly  t a s k " )  a r e  th e  s a m e  . l in e  T h is  is  a 
v e ry  in c o r r e c t  s ty l e  o f  s t r u g g le  M a r x i s t - L e n in t s t s  
s h o u ld ,  in  p o le m iz in g  w ith  o th e r  M a r x i s t - L e n ln i s t s ,

T o s u m - u p ,  th e  l i n e  o f  no  o n e  t a s k  b e in g  p r im a ry  is  
in c o r r e c t  b e c a u s e  i t  d e n i e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  a l l  co m 
p le x  p r o c e s s e s  in  w h ic h  th e r e  e x i s t  m ore th a n  o n e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  o n e  i s  a lw a y s  p r im a ry  o v e r  th e  o th e r ,  
w h i le  w e  m u s t e s t a b l i s h  th e  d i a l e c t i c a l  r e la t io n s h ip  
t h a t  e x i s t s  b e tw e e n  th e m  T h is  a p p l ie s  t o  t a c t i c a l  
t a s k s ,  to  ty p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  s l o g a n s ,  e t c  T h u s  
w e s a y  fo r  e x a m p le  t h a t  in  t h i s  p e r io d  " th e o ry  is  p r i 
m ary  o v e r  p r a c t i c e " ,  " p ro p a g a n d a  i s  th e  c h i e f  form  
o f  a c t i v i t y " ,  " p a r ty  b u i ld in g  is  th e  c e n t r a l  t a s k " . 
" p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  i s  t h e  k e y  l i n k " , " r ig h t  o p p o r tu n ism  
is  t h e  m a in  d a n g e r " ,  " r e v o lu t io n  i s  th e  m a in  t r e n d  
in  th e  w o rld  to d a y "  , a n d  so  on

lo o k  fo r  th e  b e s t  a rg u m e n t o f  th e  o p p o n e n t  in  o rd e r  
t o  p ro v e  i t  I n c o r r e c t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  tw i s t i n g  t h e i r  p o s i -
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READERS !
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F o r i t  I s  im p o s s ib le  t o  c a r ry  o u t in  p r a c t ic e  a  p o l i t ic a l  
l i n e  w h ic h  i s  b a s e d  on  a n  e c l e c t i c ,  n o n - d l a l e c t l c a l .  
V ie w  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  th in g s  , t a s k s ,  e t c  
S u ch  a  p o l i t i c a l  l in e  w o u ld  n o t c o r re s p o n d  w ith  o b je c t 
iv e  r e a l i t y ,  w ith  t h e  la w s  o f d i a l e c t i c s ,  a n d  th u s  
c o u ld  n o t  b e  c a r r ie d  o u t  in  p r a c t i c e  T h u s  PRRW O, 
c la im in g  t h a t  th e  tw o  ta b k s  w e re  s im u l ta n e o u s  a n d  
n e i th e r  o n e  p r im a ry ,  e n d e d  u p  l i q u id a t in g  b o th

R ig h t a n d  " le f t"  l i n e s ,  e r r o r s  a n d  d e v i a t i o n s  a r e  c o n 
s i s t e n t l y  c o m m itte d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a n  I n c o r re c t  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  
a n d  a l l  o th e r  t a s k s  From  th e  r i g h t ,  w h ic h  i s  th e  
m a in  d a n g e r ,  p a r ty  b u i ld in g  i s  s u b o r d in a te d  to  th e  
t a s k s  o f  b u i ld in g  th e  m a s s  m o v e m e n t P a r ty  b u i l d 
in g  i s  n o t r a i s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  in  a l l  th e  w o rk  
P r a c t i c e  i s  m a d e  p r im a ry  o v e r  th e o r y ,  a g i t a t i o n  o v e r  
p r o p a g a n d a ,  w in  th e  b r o a d  m a s s e s  o v e r  u n i t e  M a rx -  
l s t - L e n i n i s t  a n d  w in  th e  a d v a n c e d  to  c o m m u n ism .

T h e  " l e f t "  d i s c o n n e c t  p a r ty  b u i ld in g  from  th e  
c l a s s  s t r u g g le  E ith e r  th e y  w a n t t o  b u i ld  a  p a r ty  in  
a  c l o s e t ,  l i k e  t h e  PRRW O-RW L " o n ly "  l i n e ,  o r  l im it  
i t s  " p a r t i c ip a t io n "  in  a  p a r t i c u la r  s t r u g g le  t o  p u re  
p h ra s e m o n g e r  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  fo r  t h e  p a r ty ,  f u s io n ,  
'p e r io d s ,  e t c  e t c  T h e  " l e f t s "  w ith  t h e i r  d o g m a 
t i s m , a n d  s u b je c t iv i s m  a b s o lu t i z e  th e o r y ,  p r o p a g a n d a ,  
u n i t e  M a r x i s t - L e n in i s t  a n d  w in  t h e  a d v a n c e d ,  e t c  ,

In  b o th  d i r e c t i o n s ,  p a r ty  b u i ld in g  a s  th e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  

i s  l i q u id a t e d  From  th e  r i g h t ,  b y  m a k in g  p a r ty  b u i l 
d in g  a  s e c o n d a r y  t a s k  s u b o r d in a te d  to  t h e  u p s  a n d  
d o w n s  o f th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  m a s s  m o v e m e n t From  th e  
’l e f t "  b y  d i s c o n n e c t in g  p a r ty  b u i ld in g  from  r e a l  l i f e ,  

from  th e  c o n c r e te  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  U S r e v o lu t io n
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las implicaciones y manifestaciones de 
esta en la practica claramente lo seffa- 
lan. A pesar de esto, los camaradas 
insisten que el peligro principal en 
ATM-ML ha sido y sigue siendo el "iz- 
quierdismo."

El no identificar correctamente la fuente 
de nuestros errores necesariamente con- 
lleva un metodo incorrecto de solucion- 
arlos Brevemente, serfalamos dos egem- 
plos de esto*

1 ATM-ML se auto-cntico' porque en 
muchas ocasiones no planteo la construc- 
cion del partido en distmtas luchas 
Este error es de derecha Pero msis- 
tiendo que su entrenamiento de cuadros 
es "lzquierdista," ellos enfatizan 
“sobre el peligro de clantear la con- 
stpuccion del partido en una forma dog- 
matica,” en vez de decir,"Camaradas, la 
construccion del partido es la tarea 
central, asegurense que la planteen y 
planteenla en una forma concreta “

2 En el editorial que acabamos de dis- 
cutir, ATM dice

" Los comunistas debemos intensificar 
nuestro trabago en la clase,y no sen- 
tir mieao a aingir sus luchas nomas 
porque alguien oudiera acusarnos de 
'ldolotrar la espontaneidad ".

( R C.U0 p 8 )

v seifalan mas adelante
1 Tambien se nos dira'que nos estamos 
haciendo ‘igualitos a la 0 L Esta reac- 
cion automatica solo puede venir de gen- 
te confusa o que no mensa "

( R C #10 p 8 )

Esta advertencia a los cuadros reflega 
un punto de vista derechista en entrena
miento. Uno no puede decirle a sus cua
dros que hagan trabago y que no se apu- 
ren si se les cntica por "economismo," 
porque solamente gente "confundida" o 
"que no piensan" harian eso 
Tal entrenamiento, obgetivamente, hara"' 
que los cuadros esten en guardia sola
mente contra los errores de "lzquierda," 
y que le respondan a quien les critique 
por cometer errores de derecha con "es- 
ta's con fund ldo," q "no sabes pensar "
La O O R P ( P R R W O )  usa el mismo

ContinUa en la pag 10
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