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WORKERS A N D  OPPRESSED 
PEOPLES OF THE W ORLD

U N ITE!

LO NG  LIVE 
INTERNATIONAL  

W ORKERS DAY!
MAY DAY THAT GLORIOUS DATE ON WHICH WE CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL 
W ORKERS'DAY FAST APPROACHES THIS DAY SYMBOLIZES THE INDESTRUC
TIB LE UNITY AND STRENGTH OF THE WORKING CLASS 
B ro therhood , co n fra te rn ity  and so lid a r ity  am ong a ll w o rk e rs  of the w orld  w ill be 
the  m e ssag e  p re se n ted  m  a l l  languages and in  a ll c o rn e rs  of th e  globe m  thousands 
of a c tiv itie s  th a t w ill be held  to  com m em ora te  th is  g rea t dav By ce le b ra tin g  May 
Day, we recogn ize  the  lead ing  ro le  of the w ork ing  c la s s  in the  rev o lu tio n ary  s tr u g 
gle We a lso  reco g n ize  th a t the w orking c la s s  in  the only con sis ten tly  revo lu tionary  
c la s s , the  only c la s s  w ith the need, po ten tia l and ab ility  to  end tha t sy stem  of e x 
p lo itation  of m an by m an -  cap ita lism  - and build so c ia lism  under its  own d ic ta to rsh ip

It is  im portan t to re m e m b e r  tha t the ce le b ra tio n  of May 1st, th a t is  to  say , the 
events w hich led  to the se lec tio n  of th is  date a s  In te rn a tio n a l W o rk e rs ' Day (May 
Day), took place in  the  U S T hus, May Day, a s  w ell a s  M arch  8, IWWD, a r e  an 
acknow ledgem ent of the  in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta r ia t of the h e ro ic  and m ilitan t h is to ry  
of s tru g g le  of the  m ultina tional p ro le ta r ia t in the U S  It is  im p o rtan t tha t we r e 
m em ber th is  fac t, th a t we fu r th e r  study ou r own h is to ry  so th a t we m ay b e tte r  
u n d ers tan d  th a t we have a  r ic h  h is to ry  of s tru g g le

ATM CO N SO LIDA TES RIGHT LINE

RIGHT OPPORTUNISM IS THE 
M A IN  D A N G E R !

Our class is a revolutionary class which has consis
tently struggled for its rights and this struggle will 
necessarily escalate, led and organized by the com
munist party which we must build, towards the revo- 
lut’onary seizure of power, the establishment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the buildir g of 
socialism.

How did the May Day ce le b ra tio n  com e ab o u t9

In August 1976, we pointed out to  ATM-ML tha t

"ATM-ML s line  Is a right line b ecau se  It b e 
l i t t le s  the Importance of building the party Its 
im plem entation in p rac tice  w ill mean to  make 
tiie m ass struggle prim ary, to  liqu idate  the bu ild 
ing of a party and build  the m ass movement The 
form ulation Itse lf is  an econom ist formulation 
th a t se es  the  party a s  growing out of the  m ass 
movement, belittling  in th is  way the  sub jective^  
fac to r, the  conscious M arx is t-L en in ists  if 
ATM-ML ca rrie s  out Its  line fu lly  It w ill fa ll into 
the "build th e  m ass movement" right line on 
Party building " »

In January , 1977, seeing th a t th e  p ro cess  of degenera
tion  developed a t an alarm ing ra te , we s ta rted  an 
open polem ic based  on the  princip le of u n lty -s tru g - 
g le -u n lty  At th a t tim e, we considered  th is  n ecessa  
ry in order to  aid  honest M arx ls t-L en in lsts  w ithin 
ATM to  d e fe a t th e  r ig h tis t, reform ist line w ithin 
th e ir  o rganization  At the ou tse t of th a t polem ic we 
pointed out

"ATM ob jectively  liq u id a tes  party  building 
a s  the  cen tra l ta s k ,  p o litic a l line a s  the 
key lin k , theory a s  primary over p rac tice 
in th is  period, 'M arx ls t-L en in is ts  unite 
and win the  advanced to  Communism’ as 
our two principal ta c t ic a l  ta s k s  (MLs unite 
is  prim ary, LPR), propaganda a s  ch ief form 
of a c tiv ity , right opportunism  a s  th e  main 
danger, and the ideo log ical and p o litica l 
struggle ag a in s t opportunism  ’
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This charac teriza tion  of the line of ATM is  correct 
Today, the  conso lidation  of th is  opportunist line 
w ith in  th a t o rganization  is  a fact

During th e  p rocess  of degenera tion , we considered  
correct the  attem pts to  stop th is  p rocess based  on 
the  honesty  of a m ajority of its membership Wd 
c o n s is te n tly  pointed out th e ir  em piricism , pragam a- 
tism , d isda in  for theo ry , continuous changes and 
m utations of line  w ithout any kind of serious s e lf -  
critic ism  and repudiation  th e ir  narrow nationalism , 
th e ir  liqu idation  of the  struggle ag a in s t opportunism , 
e tc

The problem w as much more than  d ev ia tio n s , e rro rs , 
la ck  of understanding of th e o re tic a l q u e s tio n s , poor 
cadre tra in in g , lack  of organizational conso lida tion  
a fte r th e ir  break w ith PRRWO-RWL-WVO, over - re a c 

tion  to  th e ir  experience with the genuine w ing' It 
w as a reform ist and opportunist lin e , which under the 
cover of a struggle ag a in st " le f tism " , began to  gain 
control w ithin the  organization Thus today we do 
not speak of an "old" and a new ATM but of a d e 
velopm ent and conso lidation  of a right opportunist 
line in ATM th a t we have to  expose Iso late  and 
defeat

For a long tim e, ATM tried  to  fhalntain its  mask as  
a honest o rganization  In th e ir  re la tio n s with us 
fo r exam ple, the  leadersh ip  of ATM resorted  to  the 
bourgeois trick  of making se lf-c ritic ism  in private 
with assu ran ces  th a t public se lf-c ritic ism  would 
follow  In th is  manner they  repudiated  th e ir  p o s i
tio n  of support for forced busing community con
tro l of police th e ir  two stage theory in regards to  
ag ita tion  and propaganda; the ir failure to  polemize 
w ith the  opportunists of WVO and MLOC and the ir 
concila tlon  with th e ir  lin es  the hegem onistlc form 
in w hich they  re la ted  to  other M arx lst-L enin ist 
organizations and co lle c tiv e s , etc

H owever, public repudiation  of th ese  positions was 
never done W orse y e t , the cadre and sym pathizers 
of ATM -  even members of th e ir  C entral Committee 
in th e  South W e st, were not aw are of th e se  s e lf -  
c ritic ism s Thus since O ctober, ATM supposedly 
did not support community control of p o lic e , howe 
ev e r, th e ir  cadre continued to  support it Since 
O ctober, they  have a "no-position" on b u sin g , but 
members of th e ir  C entral Committee continued to  de
fend the  same r a c is t ,  counter-revoltlonary  position  
which ATM had taken  publicly

These even ts point out clea rly  the opportunism of 
th e  high leadersh ip  (from the  centre ) a s  w ell a s  
th e  lack  of dem ocratic cen tralism  in th is  organization 
Following in the foo tsteps of th e ir  m entors from 
PRRWO, ATM’s Centre functions sim ilarly  to  the old 
se c re ta ria t !of PRRWO. The lin es  com es from the 
"cen tre" and the cadre become aware of i t ,  when 
they  read it in the  new spaper of other organizations

In a forum held recen tly  in Denver C olorado, ATM s 
mask w as com pletely  removed In thfelr presen tation  
a s  w ell a s  during the d isc u ss io n  in th is  forum, they  
put forth the  following

(l)That p o litica l line is not the  key link to  Party 
building

(21 That ag ita tion  is in the forefront

. continues on page 2

In 1884, at a convention of the Knights of Labor, 
a working class organization, a resolution was 
approved to declare a strike starting on May 1st

continues on page 2

S U M -U P  DISTRICT I STRUGGLE

FIG HT FOR  
Q U A LITY  

E D U C A T IO N  !
The community of the Lower East Side in NY City has 
been the s ite  of fierce strugg les by working c la s s ,  
m ostly national minority parents for the quality  
education  of the ir children This struggle is not iso 
la ted  , but part of the struggle by workers and op 
p ressed  people for the ir dem ocratic righ ts throughout 
the country As the Im peria list c r is is  deepens , liv ing 
and working conditions worsen and the struggle 
must become more acute

W hat has been the h isto ry  of the struggle for quality  
pub lic  ed u c a tio n 9 The struggle for th is  dem ocratic 
right has taken  various forms In communities where 
de facto  segregation  has fac ilita ted  the c a p ita lis t 
State in providing inferior education  to  oppressed 
n a tio n alities  the  struggle for quality  education  has 
been esp ec ia lly  acu te many tim es violent The bour
g e o i s i e ,  in an attem pt to  d ivert the m ass struggle 
and put a peg on the revolutionary po ten tia l of the 
m a sse s , has offered a reform -  forced busing -  
which they claim  w ill ach ieve the integration of the 
schools and th u s , according to  them , bring quality  
education  to  a ll This has only served to  further d i
vide the c la s s  and create the conditions for further 
national oppression

For exam ple, in the C anarsie  area of New York where 
the bourgeolsise tried  force busing , th is  only 
served to  fan the  flam es of racism  and pave the way 
for the in tensifica tion  of national oppression Afro- 
am erlcan ch ildren  were sub jected  here to  the fa sc is t 
a ttac k s  of the ra c is ts  in the community who organized

. .  continues on page 3
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in favor of the eight hour day As May 1st neared, 
meetings, resolutions, conferences, and parades 
multiplied around the demand Labor leaders and 
socialists set out to prepare for the great day 
The ruling class also prepared Industrialists 
were predicting for May 1st a "communist insu
rrection modeled by the 'Pans Commune' " They 
started arming themselves and preparing their 
forces of Pinkertons, militia and the police The 
meetings were broken up by the police in many 
places and labor leaders were clubbed and jailed 
in an attempt to stop the upsurge of militancy m 
the working class movement

By April 30 more than 60, 000 Chicago workers 
had pledged to stn  ke on May 1st And , many 
more around the country On Saturday May 1st 
(a work day) the city of Chicago was "dead" — 
workplaces were empty, there was no smoke in 
the chimneys, machinery was still The workers 
were out in the street, assembling on Madison 
Aye for their parade At the same time, jittery 
police, militia and Pinkertons were posted at 
corners and rooftops, equipped with rifles and 
other war materials The National Guard had been 
mobilized and was ready for "anything” in the 
Chicago Armory

More than 80, 000 workers militantly marched in
to the Lake Front 340, 000 more marched in the 
rest of the country German workers, Polish 
workers, Black workers, Irish workers, Jewish 
workers, and workers of many other nationalities 
paraded in Chicago --  workers who were of all 
religions and political affiliations * On that day 
they heard speeches in many different languages, 
all urging to keep up the struggle for the eight 
hour day and to continue the strike until it was 
won After this tremendous demonstration of 
-workers' solidarity, they dispersed and went 
home jubilant on the prospects of their struggle 
Many actually did gam from their employers the 
eight hour day

On the other hand, the police and all the repres
sive forces that had been mobilized m the expec
tation of violence on the part of the workers, had 
to return home frustrated /

HAYMARKET SQUARE MASSACRE

At the plant of McCor
mick Harvester Works, workers had been locked 
out and had assembled at the entrance The police 
opened fire at the workers, killing 6 of them A 
protest meeting was mmediately called by the 
workers' "organizations to be held at the Haymar- 
ket Square on May 4th Again workers assembled 
and protested the unwarranted murder of their 6 
fellow workers During one of the speeches at the 
Square an armed police squadron moved in on the 
demonstrators and attacked the crowd Immedia
tely afterwards a bomb (probably planted by the 
very police) exploded in the midst of the crowd 
In the confusion, workers ran in all directions, 
and the police fired in all directions As a re 
sult, many were wounded and killed, including a 
police officer

The next morning, the newspapers hysterically 
called for "justice" for the perpetrators of the 
crime "Hang them first, try them afterwards'", 
they cried They claimed the movement was led 
by "aliens" and "communists", and it is precise
ly these sectors of the working class that were 
more fiercely attacked during the reign of terror 
that followed Jails were filled with the foreign 
born, doors of private homes were smashed and 
homes searched illegally, presses of foreign lan
guage and progressive newspapers were smash
ed, offices of working class organizations and 
trade unions were raided, thousands of workers 
were beaten, jailed or tortured if they did not 
testify against the Hay market leaders "Make 
the raids first and look up the law afterwards, " 
said J S Grinnel, Chicago State Attorney who 
later prosecuted the cases

The reign of terror spread to other cities. 
Wholesale arrests with charges of conspiracy 
were staged against workers, trade union lead
ers, socialists or otherwise Seven outstanding 
leaders of the class Albert Parsons, Sam 
Fielden, August Spies, George Engel, Adolph 
Fischer, Oscar Neebe, and Louis Lmgg were 
indicted for conspiracy to murder the dead pa
trolman Even though only Spies and Fielden had 
been at the scene they were all charged and 
taken to trial

On June 21, the proceedings against the 7 started 
However thanks to the campaign by the capitalists

press they were as good as hanged already The 
jury, composed of several businessmen and 
their clerks (including a relative of the dead man) 
was clearly prejudiced and fixed The mock 
trial dragged for 4 months and on October 9,1886 
the judge read the sentences "You are to be 
hanged till you are dead "

Despite the great wave of protest that was 
spread all over the country and the world, to 
save the lives of the condemned men, all ap
peals were denied them and execution was set 
for November 11, 1887 Neebe was sentenced 
to 15 years imprisonment Later Fielden and 
Schwab's sentences were commuted to life im
prisonment The others were executed Be
neath the dangling noose, Spies spoke histori
cal words "There will come a time when our 
silence will be more powerful than the voices 
you strangle today1"

That day has arrived The voices of the Chicago 
martvrs were stranded but not defeated Millions 
of workers m all parts of the world have give new 
vigor to the cause of the proletariat for which they 
gave their lives Each May Day we remember these 
martyrs and together with all the heroes and he
roines which have given their lives for the just 
cause of the emancipation of the working class and 
all oppressed peoples of the world May 1st is a 
day of struggle in which we celebrate our victories 
analize the reality which confronts us today, and 
with new strength we renew our efforts to dedica
te ourselves to the struggle for the true liberation 
that is the dictatorship of the proletariat and so 
cialism as the road towards a classless society 
communism

The voices of Chicago grow stronger day by day 
A deafening cry was heard in the reddest of all Octobers 
in 1917, in which the proletariat of all the nationa
lities and nations in Czarist Russia, under the 
leadership of the Bolshevik Party of Lenm and 
Stalin, formed the first socialist state in the 
world This same victorious cry was heard m 
Albania in 1945 and in the great People's Repu
blic of China in 1949 The cry of the peoples in 
struggle are the prelude to the l mminent defeat 
of imperialism and the triumph of the oppressed 
peoples and of socialism

The voices of the Chicago have triumphed in ma
ny places around the world but not yet in the U.S 
Inevitably, they will also triumph here To make 
this take place and to advanced the day is the task* 
to which we have dedicated our lives In the spirit 
and tradition which has characterized the multi
national proletariat in the U.S , we invite ,you 
to attend and participate in the celebration of 
International Workers' Day this year.

i r  ,

As we near May 1st everything becomes activity in 
the marsh The OL has just published their "Draft 
Program of the Communist Party (M-L) WVO assu
res us that "The Party is a settled question" The 
neo-trotskyites of the "genuine wing" announce their 
up-coming first party congress ATM states that 
party building is even more protracted that what they 
originally thought and that we have to wait for them 
to build the mass movement and then we can move 
to build the party

Genuine Marxist-Lemnists will also celebrate May 
Day activities. We will dedicate this day to move the 
task of party building forward In our case we propo
se to present m our May Day celebration a report on 
the international situation and on the state of the co
mmunist movement

After May Day, we will emerge with a clearer view 
of the tasks ahead of us and how to carry them out.
We invite all honest Marxist-Lemnists, advanced 
workers and elements and revolutionary-minded peo 
people to participate 'with us in carrying this out.
Let’s make May Day a day of struggle for the Party'
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(3) th a t p rac tice  Is primary over theory  In th is  
period

(4) th a t  a ll th e  ta c tic a l  ta s k s  ’ w hich we communist 
have to  perform along with Uniting M arx ls t-L en ln lsts  
and winning the advanced to  communism are a ll 
equally  Important w ithout any one being primary over 
the~ others

(5) th a t they  did not come to  New York to  speak 
about the  Chlcano N ational Q uestion  because  no 
one over here gave a hoot about C hlcanos

(6) That they  have a "no position" on forced 
busing but th a t they  consider I t 's  n eo -T ro tsk tte  to  
oppose It

(7) th a t th ey  s ti l l  have no position  on the question  
of community control of the p o lic e , s in c e , when 
they  repudiated  th is  position  they  did so'Under the 
Influence of the 'n eo -tro tsk y lte s  ' from LPR

(8) th a t It Is Incorrect to  view th e  f irs t period or 
stage In the  struggle for the party in the U S .  a s  
charac terized  by ec lec tic ism  (In the m ajority of 
c a se s  ATM sta ted  th a t they  had changed the ir p o s i
tio n , however they did not s ta te  what th e ir  new 
positions were )

(9) th a t LPR Is a "neo-T rotskylte o rgan ization".

The struggle ag a in s t ATM's Incorrect line w ill be 
w idened and In tensified  In th is  period We are c o n s -  
lous of the fac t th a t w ithin ATM , a s  w ell a s  among 
th e ir  c o n ta c ts , there are many honest elem ents and 
revo lu tionaries who have been confused by ATM's 
dem agoguery H onest M arx ls t-L en ln lsts  In th is  
country have the Important ta sk  and resp o n sib ility  
of winning th e se  honest forces from the r ig h tis t, 
line of ATM.

Below, we are printing some ex trac ts  from our pre
sen ta tion  at the  Denver,Colorado forum

* * *  * * *  * * *  * * *  * * *  + * *

Comrades and friends

We want to  commend the Colorado O rganization for 
Revolutionary Struggle (MLMf for th e ir  in itia tive  In 
putting toge ther th is  forum A ctiv ities like th is  help 
to  move forward the party building building motlDn 
in th is  country M arxism -Leninism  develops through 
struggle and principled ideo log ical struggle among 
th e  M arx is t-L en in is ts  and advanced elem ents here 
p resen t can  only help build the  unity among genuine 
fo rc e s , to  c lea rly  dem arcate sham Marxism from genu
in e , to  e s ta b lish  c lea re r and firm er lin e s  of dem arca
t io n . Remember that,."Before we can  u n ite , and in 
order th a t we may u n ite , we fnust f irs t  of a ll draw 
firm lin es  of dem arcation " (Lenin, W hat is to  be 
Done ? ) -—

H owever, not a ll of u s agree th a t polem ics among 
M arx ls t-L en ln ls ts—d e b a te s , forum s, e tc  are Import
an t The com rades of ATM-ML for example d isda in  
th e  Importance of the Ideological struggle th ey  see 
it a s  a b s tra c t ,  promoting only paper unity  -  som ething 
th a t rem ains in the "realm of Ideas" and having no 
p rac tica l app lica tion  in the real w orld . This view Is 
incorrect This v iew , in fac t b e lit t le s  the  role of 
th eo ry , con trad ic ts  L en in 's  w ell known th e s is  th a t 
"without revolutionary th eo ry , the re  can-be no revolu 
tionary movement" It Is L en ln .p rec lse ly , w hq In h is 
time, had to  fight tooth  and nail ag a in st th o se  th a t 
accu sed  him of being a b s tra c t ,  of giving more impor
tan ce  to  th e  ta sk  of "revolutionizing" th e  dogma than 
to  carrying out the work among the m asses and who 
many tim es em phasized the im poratnce of open po le 
mics

"D iscussions ( ta lk s , d e b a te s , d ispu tes) about parties 
and about common ta c t ic s  are. e s se n tia l, w ithout 
them th e  m asses  are d isun ited  w ithout them common 
d ec is io n s  are Im possible and , the re fo re , unity  of 
ac tion  Is a lso  Im possible W ithout them the M arxist 
o rganization  of th o se  workers 'who can  get to  the 
root of th in g s ' (advanced w orkers, ed LPR) would 
des ln teg ra te  and th e  influence of the  bourgeoisie on 
th e  unenlightened would thereby  be fac ilita te d  "
(The Struggle for M arxism , LCW. p . 346 )

It Is of utm ost Im portance, th a t we understand the 
fu ll meaning of th e se  w ords. Lenin is saying th a t 
th e  d is c u s s io n s , d e b a te s , ta lk s  and d isp u te s , which 
are the forms of Ideological struggle among M arx ls t- 
L en ln is ts , help  to  un ite  the working c la s s .  Also 
th a t it la  Im possib le  to  have unity  of ac tion  w ithout 
having ach ieved  unity  on p o litica l l in e , and fin a lly , 
th a t the  Ideo logical struggle among th e  d ifferent 
groups is  e s se n tia l to  ach ieve such unity

Comrades and frie n d s . It Is qu ite  c lea r th a t to  ta lk  
about un ity  of ac tio n , unity In p ra c tic e , w ithout 
refererrlng to  the question  of how w e are going to  
determ ine th e  ch a rac te r, the  co n ten t, the  d irec tion  
of such p ra c tic e , Is to  liqu idate  altogether the d ia 
le c tic a l re la tio n  betw een theory and p rac tic e , to  deni 
th a t In th is  period , we re p e a t, In th is  period , 
theory  is primary over p ra c tic e , and In fac t it I s  to

. .  continued on page 5
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to  defend their "all white schools" Although we op
pose forced busing we participated In protests de
nouncing these rac ist a ttacks, exposed the compli
city  of the police who allowed the attacks to  go on, 
and actually fought against these rac is ts  to  protect 
the lives and Safety of the children

THE STRUGGLE IN DISTRICT 1

In s till other oppressed communities, such as the 
Lower East Side (LES), the struggle has taken the 
form of fighting for hlllngual education and against 
national oppression. After many years of Intense 
struggle, today the Lower East Side (LES), Is In a 
period of ebb, right before the school board elections 
which for years has been the occasion for sharp bat
tle s  In order to  understand th is ebb, as well as 
our position on the upsomlng e lec tions, we will 
briefly sum up what has been the history of the strug
gle In the Lower East Side (LES), and of our partici
pation In It, our errors and contributions to  that 
struggle.

The LES has historically been the scene for intense 
c lass  struggles (the militant demonstrations for 
women's rights which Is commemorated Internationally 
on March 8 by IWWD Is just one example) Around 
the 1960's, with the upsurge of the national move
ments In the U S , oppressed nationalities such as 
the Afro-amertcan, Puerto Rican, Chines Chlcano, 
were rebelling against their oppression and fighting 
for their democratic rights This struggle was taking 
on a revolutionary character, and the bourgeolslse 
while repressing I t ,  a lso  offered reforms to quell it

It is In th is context that the 'decentralization  law " 
was passed In NY City which made school d istricts 
supposedly autonomous from the Central Board, with 
the right to  hire and fire , elect local school boards, 
etc This fostered the lllusslons that now the op
pressed community "controled" the education re 

ceived by their children The opportunists Immedia
te ly  moved in, to  secure positions of their own w i
thin the d is tric ts , stear the masses away from revo
lutionary struggle and towards reformism, strove to 
divide the community along national lin es , making 
school board positions the focus of activ ity , pitting 
one national group against the other for the crumbs 
thrown at the local boards.

When, we Initially became Involved In D istrict 1 -  
the Lower East Side (LES) -  we had had the previous 
experience of the struggle In D istrict 4 (East Harlem) 
In which we had been providing leadership In a suc
cessful district wide boycott which lasted  several 
weeks and was one of the most militant actions 
waged by parents In the city The struggle In Dis
tric t 4 was an Inspiration to  many other d istricts 
which were also  struggling for better education

At that period the struggle for quality education and 
other democratic rights was at an upsurge Certain 
reforms had been won and the m asses believed that 
throught the use of elections they would be able to 
finally have a say in their children's education. As 
a resu lt of the struggle of the m asses In D istrict 1, 
the courts granted a new election revoking a rac ist 
local board which had won through discrimination 
and fraud. The lllusslons spread by the bourgeois 
reformists had a strong hold over the m asses It 
was an uphill battle for communists. We had to 
combat the fallacy of "community control" and ex 
pose the opportunists who were then respected as 
leaders and representatives of the community At 
the same tim e, we could not remain in the sidelines 
and watch the struggle (jo on. We did NOT support 
community control although the masses supported It 
On the contrary, we opposed It, educated the m assef 
as  to  why, (see pamphlet The Struggle In D istrict 1) 
and at the same time struggle for the democratic 7 

rights of the m asses.
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Throughout our participation In th is struggle we have 
actively  exposed the opportunists and opposed their 
reformist slogans. In all our propaganda and agitation. 
In Parents A ssociations, mass demonstrations, 
school board meetings, and other mass organizations 
such as  "Por los N inos", we consistently  raised the 
fallacy  of community contro l, while supporting the 
right to  bilingual education, fighting against sexism 
In books apd school currlculums, against police 
presence in the schools, and the collaboration of 
school administrators w ith the State (the Immigration 
department) in providing Information about the ch il
dren of the foreign born, etc
We summed up these  demands and formulated them 
In our "Survival Program" (see The Struggle In 
D istrict 1 and Resistance vol 5 #s 5 & 6) around 
which we developed our propaganda and agitation In 
the d istric t We held many meetings and assem 
blies of parents and community residents where these 
demands were d iscussed and Improved with the 
suggestions of the parents. This progfam was sub
mitted tp  the "Por lps.N lnos" as the program to which

school board candidates should ascribe them selves 
to It was adopted with the exception of the opposi
tion to  the presence of police In the schools This 
Issue was u tilized  by the opportunists who raised 
t’he legitimate concern of the parents about drugs In 
the schools, claiming that the police would keep 
them out We raised  that it Is precisely the police 
who brings or condones the drug traffic that as 
part of the repressive apparatus of the cap ita lis t 
S tate, the role of the police Is to  protect the inte
rests  of the ruling c lass and not those of the 
workers Thus the police beats up and ja ils  workers 
who fight for their rights against cap ita lis t oppres
sion and exploitation and specifically  in the schools 
they can only intensify the abuse against the sons 
and daughters of the working c lass

We helped build the "Por los Ninos" organization 
which initially  grouped hundreds of parents, as well 
as community residents and teachers We fought for 
the formation of a Parents Council, composed of 
representatives from each Parents A ssociation, which 
we held should be at the head of Por los Nfpos '
We fought for the multinational character of "Por los = 
Ninos" against the opportunists, chauvinists and 
narrow nationalists who wanted to make It their own 
power base, and we demanded translation of flyers 
and meetings, putting forward slogans and demands 
such as "Fight for bilingual education, stop national 
oppression" , and others.

We supported the effort of parents to elect their own 
representatives at the local school boards (which ran 
agalait the UFT slate supported by the reactionary 
elements In the community such as merchants, land
lords, police, JDL, etc ) At the same tlm ethat we cam
paigned and voted for such parents' candidates we 
made clear that we were doing so In so far as they 
represented the parents and as long as their actions 
so reflected . We put forward that the elections 
would not be the answer to  our problems, would not 
bring "community control" and quality education but 
rather, that It would be the struggle of the m asses, 
and finally socialism , that would

The main slogan of our work was "All Power to  the 
Parents A ssociations" This Is a sysnthesis of our 
line on the need to  build the united front from below 
Although we saw the need to  make tactica l a lliances, 
we emphasized the Importance of organizing at the 
base and relying on the revolutionary struggle of the 
m asses The opportunlsts'llne on the contrary was 
to  maneuver at the top relying on the bourgeois 
courts, and the electoral process on the support of 
the poverty pimps, local democratic club, trade union 
bureaucrats such as  Victor Gotbasm, etc and focu
sing on securing positions on the school board as 
the "cure all"

We saw the Parents Associations as the basic or
ganization of the parents In the struggle for quality 
education and the success of that struggle as depen
ding a lot on the level of organization and partici
pation of parents In it It Is not the local boards, 
but rather the Parents A ssociations that are the key 
to moving forward that struggle. It Is the masses 
and only the m asses , that can wage a victorious 
struggle. We said then

"In participating in the D istrict 1 struggle, 
we've advanced the call of "All Power to 
the Parents' A ssociations' For these or
ganizations represent the people In the 
community -  the workers, welfare recip ients, 
and unemployed .they have an Immense 
potential for growth, a genuine and Increasing 
desire to struggle And thus It Is in struggle, 
the fight to  change th is system that we 
unite with them, "

(The Struggle In D istrict 1)

Meanwhile, the opportunist chorus of the revisionist 
of the CPUSA, and PSP, the Trotskyltes of SWP, and 
the other opportunists such as the poverty pimps, the 
Democratic jClub, and El Comite MINP, clamored the 
backward slogan of "Fuentes s i ,  Shanker no" This 
slogan concretizes the opportunists stand of making 
the principal contradiction that between Fuentes 
(District superintendent) and Shanker (United Fede
ration of Teachers' head), between the Puerto Ricans 
and Jew s, between the parents and teachers All of 
these  are an attempt at muddling who the real enemy 
Is the cap ita lis t c lass., and the cap ita lis t s ta te , 
which really control the community by determining 
the budgets, the laws and institutions governing the 
education of our children , e tc .

Fuentes was an SWP fellow -traveller who became 
d istric t superintendent as a result of the decentrali
zation law , and for several years was able , through 
hiring certain people, and firing others, and 
through his political maneuvers within the district 
to  rally some strong support among some Puerto Ri
cans, and among assorted opportunists He discrim i
nated against the Afro-Americans, and Chinese, ac 
ting thus as a perfect tool of the cap ita lis t class 
pitting national minorities against each, other, causing

great harm in the movement for quality education

Certain opportunists who sneaked Into the "Po' los 
Ninos" sla te , posing as friends of the people, but 
who did not represent the Interests of the working 
c lass parents and children, were also  exposed In 
their concrete m anifestations. Such was the case 
with Henry Ramos, poverty pimp who previous to 
the election put out a flyer urging Puerto Ricans to 
"vote for me and my own" We Immediately exposed 
th is as an attempt to divide our c la s s , pit one na
tionality  against another, by appealing to  narrow 
nationalism and racism, which could only benefit 
the enemy We also  exposed the discrimination 
fraud and gangster type tac tics  of the UFT leader
ship and JDL thugs, the police and school adminis
trators and the maneuvers of the State to  prevent 
a victory by the parents

As a result of the opportunist maneuvers, their colla
boration with the cap ita lis t state and the lack of 
extensive communist leadership, as well as the 
deepening of the Imperialist c r is is , conditions have 
worsened, > education got w orse , there
have been more and more lay offs and more budget 
cuts In bilingual and other educational programs 
Many brave parents and community residents have 
been beaten and arrested , and have suffered all 
sorts of abuse and harassment by police school 
adm inistrators, etc The m asses are clearly d isg u s 
ted with the poverty pimps and assorted opportunists 
and traitors who have led them to defeat after defeat 
The struggle of the masses Is presently at an ebb 
This period Is for us one of reeval uatlon of work, 
of searching for new means of struggle and lead e r
sh ip , and of preparation for renewing the struggle 
It Is the task  of communists to take the masses out 
of th is ebb and provide correct communist leadership 
that will take the struggle to a higher level of cons
ciousness and organization

OUR MAIN ERRORS

Not having made a distinction between the differ
ent levels of development of political consciousness 
among parents was among our principal errors This 
resulted In the lack of focus In our political work 
and in the propaganda and agitation Relying for 
example on parents apparently very active and mili
tant parents, who are not necessarily  c lass cons
cious, led to serious setbacks In our work This was 
due to  the fact that we lacked a line on the advanced, 
on the need to win over, and rely on the advanced 
This would have allowed us to utilize correct tac tics 
according to concrete conditions and the level of de
velopment of contacts The line on the advanced also 
fac ilita tes the work of building a genuine communist 
party in the U .S . by placing mass work in th is context

An example of our school level work was that done at 
P S  ( x ) where the principal was refusing to allow 
parents Into the school premises provoking the-anger 
of many We exposed the principal’s racist action 
as connected with the cap ita list system In which 
education serves the Interests of the ruling class and 
not the working c lass We helped organize a pro
test for the right to enter the schools and even to 
meet Inside the school as a group A parents group 
was organized with the support and participation of 
some school aides Under our guidance flyers were 
produced and distributed, and picket lines organized 
demanding the right to enter the school as well as 
fighting the gradual elimination of the bilingual pro
gram, and the lack of supervision In the play hours 
A two day boycott was staged which forced the 
principal to  give in to some of the parents demands 
In the course of th is struggle we were able to de-

continues on page 11
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MARCH 8 INTERNATIONAL WORKING WOMEN' S DAY

IW W D

EVENT

* It fa s  been observed in 
the experience of all liberation 
movements that the success 
of a revolution depends on the 
extent to which women take 
pm  ill tt. *• V. I, LENIN

In ternational Working W om en's Day (IWWD) Is an 
Important date for the working c la s s  This date com- 
memora e s  the long and ardouous struggles of women 
for dem ocratic rig h ts  and for em ancipation The ru 
ling c la s s  has alw ays attem pted to  hide the  h isto ry  
of struggle of women The struggle for wom en's d e 
m ocratic rights and full em ancipation Is part and par
ce l of the struggle for the em ancipation of the work
ing c la s s  Tn dealing  w ith I t, a s  with a ll other q u e s 
tio n s In th is  soc ie ty  facing the working c la s s  , there 
are two outlooks -  the  proletarian  and the  bourgeois 
outlooks -  reflec ting  the two c la s s e s  tha t stand  In 
open conflic t In to d a y 's  c a p ita lis t soc ie ty

The refo rm ists , who hold a bourgeois outlook, have 
a lso  tried  to  deny the re la tionsh ip  the struggle of 
women for full em ancipation has to  the struggle for 
the em ancipation of the working c la s s  the d ic ta to r
ship of the p ro le ta ria t and building soc ia lism  They 
try  to  deny the  c la s s -c o n te n t of the  woman question  
They are Intent on diverting the struggle of women, 
attem pting to  make It a struggle ag a in st men and not 
ag a in s t the  bourgeoisie We must fight ag a in s t the 
ruling c la s s ' attem pt to  rob us of our h isto ry  of mi
litan t struggles and the attem pts of the  reform ists 
to  strip  the struggles for the full em ancipation of 
women of Its revolutionary charac ter IWWD comme
m orates th e  m ass dem onstrations of men and women 
workers In the garment Industry in New York City 
demanding eq u a lity , b e tte r  working co n d itio n s, b e 
tte r  living cond itions, the right to  v o te ,e tc  and the 
numerous struggles of women th e  world over for th e ir  
dem ocratic r igh ts and full lib e ra tio n  , a s  w ell as 
th e ir  partic ipa tion  In the movements for national 
liberation  and the em ancipation of the working c la ss

On M arch 6 , 1977, an event In commemmoratlon of 
IWWD took p lace  in New York C ity sponsored by the 
Committee for the C elebration  of In ternational Work
ing Women Day At the  ac tiv ity , th e  com mittee gave 
a p resen ta tion  on th e  Woman question  and presented  
a cu ltu ral event along with a film and a d iscu ssio n  
The League for P role tarian  Revolution (M-L) p a rtic i
pated in th is  ac tiv ity  and read a m essage of so lidarity

COMMITTEE PRESENTATION

This p resen ta tion  gave a h is to rica l view  of the 
oppression  of women I t  correctly  put forth th a t 
wom en's oppression  a r is e s  with the d iv ision  of society  
Into c la s s e s

1 The addition  of more labor power becam e d e 
sirab le  This w as furnished by taking cap tives 
from war and making them s la v es  Slavery was 
the  f irs t developm ent of so c ie ty  into c la s s e s -  
the exploited  c la s s  was the  s lav es who owned 
nothing and the exploiting  c la s s  was th e  s la v e 
ow ners, who owned the  s la v e s , herds and land 

All the  surplus resu lting  from the production 
fell to  man, woman shared in consuming it but 
she had no share In owiling It Thus began 
wom an's econom ic dependence on man which 
provided the m aterial b as is  for her oppression  
and e x p lo ita tio n .. W om an's re la tio n sh ip  to  
the means of production w as th a t she did not 
own or control them  "

The p resen ta tion  a lso  pointed to  the fac t th a t women s 
struggles are tied  to  the struggle of the working c la s s  
"The b a s is  of wom en's oppression  and of th e  working 
c la s s  oppression  Is found in th e ir  re la tionsh ip  to  the
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means of production The c a p ita lis t c la s s  owns all 
th e  means of production , the working c la s s  owns 
nothing That is why w om an's em ancipation is  t ie d  
to  the struggle of the en tire working c la s s  " The 
struggle of men and women for the full em ancipation 
of women how ever. Is being subverted  by the bour
g eo is ie  .  The committee presen ted  th is  c lea rly , 
pointing to  one of the w ays In which the bourgeoisie 
attem pts to  se ize  control of th is  movement and point
ing to  the  correct path

"Feminism Is a varie ty  of reformism which Is mani
fested  In th e  W om en's Movement in several ways 
Rather than  relying on th e  m ilitant struggle of the  
m asses  and pointing to  the ultim ate solu tion  which 
Is soc ia lism  and the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t, 
it alm s a t ach iev ing  w om en's liberation  w ith in  th e  
framework of cap ita lism , relying on the courts and 
other in stitu tio n s Feminism is a se t of Ideas of 
the c a p ita lis t  c la s s  th a t s ta te  th a t the b a s is  of the 
woman s problems Is man That men are the enemy 
of women W hat th e se  Ideas do Is divide the work
ing c la s s  -  both men and women workers . As 
M arxism -Leninism  Mao T se-tung  Thought, the 
sc ience  of the working c la s s  te ac h es  u s ,  we must 
proceed from an an a ly s is  of the Objective fac ts  
The fac t Is th a t the m aterial b as is  for woman s op
p ression  is the c a p ita lis t  system  In which we live 

As women take th e ir  p lace alongside men In 
many fac to ries they  are ab le to  see  th a t a s  workers 
they  have a common struggle a g a in s t a common 
enem y, and th a t th is  enemy is c a p ita lis t c la s s  
It Is to  overthrow th is  c la s s  th a t we struggle -  so 
th a t we may se t up own own d ic ta to rsh ip  of the 
p ro le taria t where th e  working c la s s  is in power, 
which is tn the In teres ts  of the overwhelming ma
jority of the people '

Their p resen ta tion  a lso  d e a lt  w ith the danger tha t 
rev isionism  rep resen ts  to  the  movement for the eman
cipation  of women and to  the  working c la s s  movement 
a s  a whole An example of th is  Is the  rev is io n is ts  
undermining the W om en's In ternational Democratic 
Federation This federation  w as a stauch  figher for 
the em ancipation of women and w as in itia lly  under 
communist leadersh ip  After the  takeover of power 
of the rev is io n is t lique in the Soviet U nion, the  fed 
era tion  w as led down the  path of reformism and is 
now a m outhpiece for the Soviet re v is io n is ts ' ta lk  of 
'd e te n te ' , la s tin g  peace ' ,  e tc  In the ir p resen ta 

tion  the com mittee correctly  pointed out the  importan
ce of the woman question  in the struggle for sofclal- 
lsm and pointed to  the need in the U S today  for a 
genuine Communist Party

The movement for the  em ancipation of women ta k es  
it leadersh ip  from th is  party , which alone is capable 
of merging a ll the great soc ia l movements into a 
single revolutionary to rren t tow ards the revolu tion 
ary se izure of s ta te  power and a t building of so c ia l
ism In the U S to d ay , such a party does not 
ex is t It must be bu ilt It fa lls  on the shoulders 
of a ll honest M arx is t-L en ln lsts  to  build such a 
party That Is our cen tra l ta sk  and a ta sk  In which 
working women must play a v ital role '

"SALT OF THE EARTH"

The film shown w as 'Salt of the Earth which dea ls 
w ith a m iners' strike In New M exico

The main focus of the film Is the  women s 
ro le In the su c ce ss  of the strike and the  struggle to  
a s se r t  th e ir  rights a s  equals One of the 
most im portant points made by the  film is th e  need 
for the unity  of the c la s s  This is shown through 
the  so lidarity  of the women with th e ir  husbands 
w hile a t the same time staunchly  com batting the 
chauv in is t a ttitu d es  of the  men — at the Union mee
t in g s , In the community m eetings, a t home etc  
This point has  to  be s tre s se d  so a s  not to  fa ll into 
th e  bourgeois Idea th a t the  source of the oppression  
of women are men, denying the c la s s  charac ter of 
It The film defin itely  underlines the fac t th a t It Is 
only tn the un ity  of the  c la s s  th a t Its strength lie s  
It Is not an individual a le ad e r, th a t moves the 
struggle or history  forward, but unity and c o n sc io u s 
n ess  of the  c la s s  It Is the m asses th a t make h is to 
ry This Is em phasized over and over again — in the 
s tr ik e , in the protection  from e v ic tio n s , etc 
^The film p resen ts relig ion as part of the  dally  life  of 
oppressed  people It fa lls  to  link It w ith the s ta te  
and does not show the real role of relig ion as  a 
means of p lacating  people and diverting them from 
the s tru g g le s , by teach ing  tha t life on earth  is not 
Important and promising 'l i f e  a fte r death  In d e a l
ing with the rep ressive  arm of the s ta te  (the police 
and the cou rts), the film does make a reference as  
to  th e  a llia n c e  betw een th e se  and the bourgeoisie 
But th is  re ference , how ever, is not strong enough 
It does not show to  what extent the s ta te  goes In or

der to  stop the  struggles of the working c la s s  and 
th a t more than  unity Is needed to  give the bourgeois 
s ta te  its  death-b low  "or th is  we must be highly 
organized In a party of the working c la s s  and carry 
out armed struggle ag a in s t the bourgeoisie These 
points were c la rified  in the d iscu ss io n  period A lso, 
th e  film portrays th e  union and union bureaucracy In a 
positive  way th a t d o e sn 't correspond to  th e ir  ac tual 
role today Instead  of dem ocratic unions and bureau
c ra ts  th a t organize and lead the w orkers' s tru g g le s ,a s  
se en  In th e  film , they  are today  controled by and r e s 
ponding to  th e  In terests  of the c a p ita lis ts  This labor 
a r is to c rac y , along with rev is io n is ts  and reform ists are 
the  object of the  main blow today in U S revolution

PROLETARIAN SINGERS

The program a lso  Included some songs by the PROLE
TARIAN SINGERS. One of th e se  songs w as "The World 
Is In G reat D isorder" This tong was done previously 
by the S o c ia lis tlc s  (previously PRRWO) In th e ir  in 
troduction  to  the song the PROLETARIAN SINGERS 
pointed out th a t d ea ls  w ith the ta sk  of com m unists in 
th e  U S -  the  building of the U S Bolshevik Party 
They a lso  sta ted  th a t the'Vevolutlonary^wing has 
attem pted to  claim  it a s  Its own The Proletarian 
Singers correctly  pointed out th a t th is  song belongs 
to  a ll honest M arx ls t-L en in lsts  and revolu tionary- 
minded people who have taken  the ta sk  of building 
the party and moving the struggle forward They 
a lso  sang "Women of the World Hold Up Half of the 
Sky", ded ica ted  to  the revolutionary women of the 
world We are Including In th is  paper the words of 
both songs so th a t com rades a ll over the country 
may be ab le tcf  u se  them (see page 8)

LPR STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY

The League for Proletarian  Revolution (M-L) read a 
short m essage of so lidarity  w ith the  ac tiv ity  In 
th is  m essage we point to  the Importancr of women s 
Involvement In the national liberation  struggles and 
the  struggle of the working c la s s  to  defeat cap ita lism  
giving the exam ples of women in China Albania and 
the Third World countries Underlining the fac t tha t 
women In the U S have a lso  h is to rica lly  taken  up 
the struggle for em ancipation , LPR (M-L) s m essage 
pointed out how the bourgeoisie attem pts to  deal 
with the deepening economic c r is is  a ffec ts  women 
and the working c la s s  in general we put forth

Today, In the middle of th is  deep econom ic c r is is ,  
where the working c la s s  is heav ily  under a ttack  
national m inorities , youth and women are esp ec ia lly  
under a ttack  and w hat li ttle  rights had been won 
through our s tru g g le s , the ca p ita lis t c la s s  is now 
attem pting to  take back Just like women were 
brought into the labor force a s  a source of cheap 
labor and as  a market for the  c a p ita lis ts  p roducts, 
they  are now th e  flr£ f to  be-§lred, her rights cu r
ta ile d  more and more each day "

This situation  has to  be com batted while making 
c le a r  a t the same time the t ie s  th a t bind the woman 
question  to  the struggle for the em ancipation of the 
working c la s s  Thus we further correctly  pointed 
out

'We have to  struggle ag a in s t th e se  a t ta c k s , and In 
the p rocess dem arcate ourselves from opportunists 
of a ll hues We have to  firs t recognize and under
stand th a t the woman question  Is a c la s s  question  
This means tha t the oppression  of women marks 
h is to rica lly  the In itia tion  of the div ision  of society  
Into c la s s e s  and tha t women s oppression  w ill sur
vive a s  long a s  c la s se s  ex is t Thus the woman 
question  cannot be solved w ithin the boundaries of 
cap ita lism  which makes th e  struggle for the em an
cipation  of women a component p a rt, a very impor
ta n t and dec isive  one , of p roletarian  revolution "

In order to  carry out the pro letarian  revolu tion , the 
working c la s s  needs Its general s ta ff , the  organiza
tion  capable of lead ing  It to  v ic tory , to  defeat of the 
bourgeoisie -  its  communist party In the  U S today 
the  working c la s s  lacks its  h ighest form of o rganisa
tio n , its  vanguard detachm ent We must build such 
a party We must ensure the participation  of women 
In th is  p rocess Addressing th is  particu lar is s u e , we 
s ta ted

"Today the struggle for p roletarian  revolution is 
cen tered  around the building of th e  party because 
without its  vanguard detachm ent -  which is the 
new Communlsta Party we must bu ild , guided by 
the sc ience of M arxism -Leninism  M aoT se Tung 
Thought- the working c la s s  Is le ft w ithout its g en 
e ra l s ta ff  th a t w ill lead  It to  victory towards the 
revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeoisie the e s 
tab lishm ent of the d ic ta to rsh ip  of th e  p ro letariat 
and the  building of socialism

'To build th is  party , the participation  of woman is 
e s s e n t ia l ,  and In th is  period advanced women must 
be won over to  the cause  of cammunlsm and the 
building of the party

We closed  our so lidarity  m essage em phasising the 
need for a l l  honest com rades to  become fu ll p a rtic i
pants In the struggle for p roletarian  revolution in 
th is  country

M arx is t-L en ln lsts  un ite  ' Win the advanced workers 
to  communism l
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deny po litica l line as  the key link to  party  building 
In the  United S tates In 1977

This Is p rec ise ly  what the party building line  of the 
ATM-ML Is a ll about By labelling  a s  'l e f t i s t  any 
thing tha t re la te s  to  theory by d ispensing  a ll Ideo
log ical struggle with a sim ple " th is  Is a b s tra c t , it s 
in the realm of ideas , they  have becom e an an ti
theory trend in our movement An an ti-theo ry  trend 
th a t carries a line of p rac tic e , p ra c tic e , p ra c tic e , 
th a t un less  defeated w ill take th e se  com rades to  
the m arshes

* * * * * * * * * * *

ATM-ML, as  PRRWO before them . Is liqu idating  both 
ta c tic a l ta sk s  in p rac tice We believe th a t the com
rades have co n sis ten tly  failed  to  try  to  un ite  M arx- 
I s t-L e n in is ts , and continuously  ju s tify  th is  fa ilu re  
saying tha t they  are involved in  th e  m ass struggle 
We a lso  believe th a t ATM-ML Is failing  in the ta sk  
of winning the advanced to  communism With th e ir  
line of "agitation  in the forefron t" , w ith a new spaper 
th a t reads like  a co llec tion  of ag ita tiona l le a f le t s , 
with th e ir  co n s is ten t failure to  ra ise  party bu ild ing , 
soc ia lism , the d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le taria t In 
th e ir  m ass w ork- even in th e ir  own new spaper, it 
is im possible to  tra in , conso lida te  and win the  ad 
vanced

ATM-ML I s  ob jectively  addressing  them selves both 
In theory,and in p rac tice  to  the broad m asses 
Making th is  the principal ta sk  of the work in th is  
period , is a serious right error

Why is it th a t we have to  concentra te on the advan 
c e d 7 C ertainly not because  we d isda in  the in te r
m ediate or the backward workers It is  because  
the advanced workers determ ine th e  charac ter of the 
w orkers' movement This means th a t the fa s te s t 
and su rest way to  reach the  backward w o rk ers , who 
in fact constitu te  the v ast m ajority of th e  working 
c la s s ,  is by winning over the advanced w orkers It 
is th e se  advanced workers th a t are won over and 
consolidated  mainly by our propaganda work (such 
as  new spapers, le a f le ts ,  study c irc le s  m eetings, 
oral one to  one propaganda , e tc  ) and by the com
munist leadersh ip  and train ing provided in the hea t 
of the c la s s  struggle These advanced  workers pro
vide the bridge betw een the M arx ls t-L en in ists  and 
the broad m asses Comrade Lenin speaks on th is  
question  as  follows

♦Hence those who ac 
ruse the Russiau Social Democrats of being nairow minded, 
of (rung to ignore the mass of the labouring population for 
the sake of the factory workers are profoundly mistaken 
On the contrary, agitation among the advanced sections of 
the proletariat is the surest and the only way to rouse (as 
the movement expands) the entire Russian proletariat The 
dissemination of socialism and of the Idea of the class strug
gle among the urban workers will inevitably cause these ideas 
to flow in the smaller and more scattered channels Thus 
requires that these ideas take deeper root among the better 
prepared eienuiits and spread throughout the vanguard of 
the Russian working class movement and of the Russian 
revolution^

Lenin, C ollected  W orks, Vol 2 , pg 331 

THE STRUGGLE FOR REFORMS

Another v ita l question  is tha t o f reform s. The a t t i 
tude of com m unists tow ard the struggle for reforms is  
another line of dem arcation betw een sham and genuine 
M arx is t-L en in ists  We recognize and uphold the im
portance of communist struggle for reforms desp ite  
the fact tha t they don t  destroy the power of the 
ruling c la s s  They ca n , how ever, prepare the way 
towards the seizure of power in the long run It is 
key in th is  m atter that we d iffe ren tiate  betw een re 
forms and refo rm ists , because we com munists can 
struggle for reforms but we do not support reform ism , 
or reformers As comrade Lenin sa id

l nlike lh( unarchi 1 the Marxists rorogtu p struggle 
fir reforms, i c for measures that imfrove tin conditions 
i f the working people without destroying the power of the 
ruling class At the -ome time however tin Marxists wage 
i most resolute s t ruck  again I tho reformists who dt 
rtttly or indirectlv re tricl tin nuns mil mtivitios of the 
w irking clas t , the winning of reforms Reformism is 
I nirgeois deception of llie wi rkers who dispiti individ 
n it improvimigt will ulw tv it in nn wngi luvis ns Ion 
a there is lln dornin i! ion of t apit d

i hie-liheril to tirgeoi n gr ml ref trills with mo hnitd 
mil with thi other always tnki them hick rrdneo them to
i ought use them to enslave tIn workers to divide them
ii to separate groups and perpeluale wage slavery For that 
reason reformism even when quite sincere in prat too 
becomes a weapon by means of which the bonrgi oisto corrupt 
end weaken I lie workers Tin cxpirirmc ol all countries
how that the workers who put their trust m tht reformists 
n always fooled

Marxism and Reformism, LCW, Vol 19, p 372

Further, we should add th a t there are reform s, and 
there are reforms We fight for reforms th a t "improve 
the conditions of the working c la s s  ' ,  th e ir  capacity  
to  strugg le , th e ir  unity a s  a c la s s  We oppose re 
forms th a t ,  ra ther than  fa c ilita te  the  independence, 
m ilitancy and unity  of the  working c la s s  further 
tie  the working c la s s  to  the bourgeo isie , divide the 
working c la s s ,  divert th e ir  struggles from a revolu 
tionary  p a th , and have the working c la s s  rely  on 
the  bourgeois State for the Instrum entation of the 
reform In other w ords, we fight for genuine reforms 
and oppose sham reforms

Comrade Lenin put forward in A L etter to  the 
Northern League, (LCW, Vol 6 , p 1610)

We neither can nor will help in every way lo 
improve the conditions of the workers under the present 
nmimstances For instance we cannot help in lhe Znba 
lov6 fashion and even if Zubatov corruption's involved 
vvt dn!l not do that We fight only for such improvement 
of (lie vvoikeis conditions as will raise their capacity to wage 
the eli=s snuggle l e ,  when the improvement of condi 
1 unis is nol bound up with corruption of political conscio is 
in's with police tutelage with being tied down to a 
0nen locality with subjugation to a benefactor vvilli 
i lowciitig of human dignity etc etc Preciselv in Russia 
when llie i itocracy is so much inclined (arid is beaming 
inoic mil more inclined) to buy itself off from revolution 
with vinous handouts and sham rcfoims it is out duty 
to draw i cle ir line of demarcation between omselves ind 
ill soils of idormers We also light for iefurms hut by 
no me ms in overv way , we fi„lit for reforms only in Social 
billion ilu f I'hion only in a revolutionary vuv

Coming from the understanding of the ex is ten ce  of 
genuine and sham reforms It is the ta sk  of communist s 
to  analyze every reform In the p articu la r , a n d , afte r 
determ ining the ch a rac ter of each  reform , put forward 
th e ir  line  on it O bviously , we have to  oppose a ll 
sham reforms and fight for the genuine ones It goes 
w ithou t saying th a t a s  com m unists th e re  is only one 
way th a t we can  struggle for refo rm s, tha t is in a 
revolutionary w ay , in a communist way LPR-ML 
supports struggles for b ilingual and b icu ltu ra l educa 
tio n , ag a in s t forced s te rla llza tio n  of women for 
free day c a re , e tc  and opposes sham reforms like 
forced b u s in g , E„R A and a ll community control 
of the police

The com rades of ATM-ML In th is  ques tion  s ta rt by 
denying the  ex is ten ce  of genuine and sham reforms 
For them reforms are reforms Based on th i s ,  the 
content of a particu lar reform is not im portant T hus, 
the  only im portant th ing is how you struggle for it 
If you struggle a s  a reform ist then  th e  reform is no 
good If you struggle as a revolu tionary , we under
stand ATM-ML to  mean by th is  If you struggle very 
m ilitan tly , then  the reform Is good This Is a b la tan t 
d isto rtion  of M arxism -Leninism  on th is  question  
The c rite ria  for determ ining w hether we support a 
particu lar reform cannot be how we are going to  strug 
gle for It This is an tid ia le c tlc a l It is putting th ings 
upside  down. How are we going to  determ ine the 
form and method of struggle th a t we are going to  use 
in a particu la r struggle w ithout f irs t determ ining w he
th e r  or not we should support or oppose th a t struggle 7 
This line can only lead  and is lead ing  ATM-ML, to  
ta l l  behind th e  m asses to  worship the  spontaneity  
of the m ass movement L e t's  tak e  a couple of 
exam ples of ATM-ML's lin e  and p rac tice  in the strug 
gle for reforms In doing th is  we again  ca ll the 
com rades' a tten tion  to  th e  fac t th a t f irs t you have to  
determ ine th e  charac ter of th e  reform and then  and 
only th e n , the  more fea s ib le  form of revolutionary 
struggle around th a t reform

FORCED BUSING

ATM-ML puts forward th a t they  support forced busing 
b ecau se  according to  them it help s the  integration 
of the different n a tio n a litie s  They a lso  say  th a t 
th ey  support the  busing of w hites but don t  support 
th e  busing of th e  national m inorities

This position  Is incorrect in many different w ays.
To s ta rt w ith , it is c lea r  th a t when we ta lk  about 
in tegration  we have to  do so from th e  standpoint of 
the p ro le taria t and not from the standpoint of the 
bourgeoisie  The bourgeoisie se es  in tegration  as  a 
v io len t p rocess som ething th a t is forced upon peo
ple by the bourgeois s ta te  The p ro le ta ria t on the 
contrary se e s  in tegration  only in a peaceful way 
Lenin leav es no room for doubts

Tho prolelarial however far 
from undertaking to ujihold'The national development of 
cv erv nation on the oontrarv vv arnv the masses against 
such illusions stands tor the fullest freedom of capital st 
intercourse and welcomes everv kind of assimilation of na 
lions except that which is founded on force or privilege J/

V I Lenin , C ritica l Remarks on the  National 
Q uestion , page

But ATM-ML te l ls  u s th a t we should support the  ' in
teg ra tion" th a t w ill be ach ieved  thanks to  the bayo
nets of the  national guard

In p rac tice  -  and Boston is a good example -  busing, 
in stead  of in tegrating  the Afro-Americans and the 
w hite com m unities, h a s  c r e a t e d  m o r e  
d iv isions among them , causing  more rac ia l te n s io n , 
more national oppression  As com m unists we know 
th a t the  in tegration  of peoples of d ifferent na tiona 
l i t ie s  is a good thing but we oppose any attem pt to 
carry th is  out by means of force

ATM-ML's p o sitio n , how ever, is  in th is  ca se  worse 
than  the positions of other organizations th a t support 
forced busing including the October League ATM-ML 
put forward forced busing for whlte-s but not for n a 

tio n a l m inorities This is sheer narrow nationalism  
Another version of the  u ltra -rig h t line  of white 
skin priv ilege" How is it th a t if forced busing is 
something good, only w hites should be forced to  
partic ipa te  in i t 7

How can  ATM-ML say th a t they  stand  for m ultlna- 
.tlo n a l un ity  and then  propose th a t we should support 
the  right of the  bourgeois s ta te  to  determ ine what 
school the  sons and daughter s of the w hite workers 
should a t te n d 7 In fa c t,  w hat ATM-ML Is saying is 
th a t the w hite w orkers have the priv ilege of having 
b e tte r  educational fa c ilit ie s  and th a t the  way to  
bring m ultinational unity  is by the w hite losing th is  
priv ilege

Instead  of fighting for b e tte r  education  for a ll ch ild 
ren , in stead  of trying to  give communist leadersh ip  
to  the struggle of the  m asses  for rea l equality  In ed 
u ca tio n , struggles th a t put as  dem ands an end to  a ll 
budget c u ts ,  rehiring of a ll la ld -o ff personne l, e s ta 
blishm ent of b ilingual and b icu ltu ral program s, tu to r
ing program s, afte rschoo l program s, adult education  
e tc  , ATM-ML helps pave the  road tow ards fasc ism  
by legitlm azing the u se  of the  rep ressiv e  apparatus 
of the State to  Implement forced busing

We have struggled  over th is  question  w ith the com
rades many tim es We have le t them know th a t In 
our view th e ir  positions on forced busing b es id es 
being based  on sheer narrow nationalism  is ob jectively  
c la s s  co llaboration  After a lo t of struggle over th is  
ques tion  on October 9 ,  1976, ATM-ML put forward 
in a le tte r  to  us

"We se riously  considered  your critic ism  of our 
position  on busing Anglo studen ts We rea lly  
cou ldn 't defend our position  Nowhere have we 
implemented our line In p rac tice  T herefore, 
we intend to  thoroughly Investigate  the question  

over the next few months In the  meantime ATM 
has 'no position  on busing "

It Is p rec ise ly  th ings like the one we ju s t read to 
you th a t led  us to  believe th a t a s  long a s  we were 
capable of proving th a t the com rades of ATM-ML 
were wrong, they  would move to  repud ia te  th e ir  In
co rrec t p o s itio n s . In the particu la r c a se  of busing 
the struggle among both o rganizations on the q u e s 
tion  stopped and we were preparing for a statem ent 
of unity  and differences betw een ATM-ML and LPR- 
ML th a t w as to  be made in November to  further clarify  
th e  position  of both organization  on th is  and many 
other burning ques tions November came and went 
and the sta tem ent w as postponed to  January upon 
ATM-ML req u est A new postponem ent occurred in 
January again  upon the request of the com rades 
Since the s itua tion  w as moving from bad to  w orse , 
we moved to  e s ta b lish  an open polem ic with the 
com rades in January Now we find out from a repre
sen ta tive  of ATM-ML th a t they  never changed th e ir  
position  on forced busing That a ll a long , they have 
had the  same position  d esp ite  what th e  le tte r  sa id  
We expect th a t the com rades of ATM-ML here w ill 
be ab le  to  explain  th is  conduct as well a s  defend 
th e ir  line on forced busing

COMMUNITY CONTROL

ATM-ML has put forth th a t it Is p o ssib le  to  achieve 
community control under cap ita lism  We strongly 
d isag ree  w ith th a t position  Community control is 
a fa lse  is s u e ,  a sham reform The bourgeoisie 
spreads the illu sion  th a t it is p ossib le  for a com
m un ity -e lected  board to  control the schools , or the 
h o sp ita ls , e tc  a s  a way of diverting the  revolution 
ary struggles In those  a reas  Into a reform ist path .

ATM-ML Is not only saying th a t community control is 
ach ievab le  but the community should try  to  control 
even  the  po lice under ca p ita lism . This Is reformism 
all along the line ATM-ML d isto rts  the role of the 
State a s  an organ of oppression  of one c la s s  over 
another c la s s  by putting forth th a t it is p ossib le  tha t 
the  p o lice , an e s se n tia l part of the rep ressiv e  m ili
ta ry  machine of the S ta te , can  be contro lled  by the 
community This conception view s the  S tate appara
t u s ,  a t le a s t  its  p o lice , a s  a neutral body in the 
c la s s  struggle betw een th e  bourgeoisie and the pro
le ta r ia t

But ATM-ML goes even further in th e ir  reformism 
They put forward th a t the police should live in the 
working, c la s s  and national minority com m unities 
According to  them the  police w ill think tw ice  before 
attack ing  somebody in the  community for fear of re 
p risa l W hat ATM-ML d o esn 't speak to  is the fact 
th a t what they  are ca lling  for is  ob jectively  c la ss  
co llaboration  w ith th is  line  on the p o ssib ility  of con
tro l of the p o lic e , of making It neu tra l, e tc .  This 
line in fac t w as put forward by organizations like 
the  Black Panthers and the Black M uslim s who fought,.
In a very m ilitan t w ay, for the demand "Black cops 
in the  Black ghetto  1".

In H arlem , an  Afro-American community in New York, 
th e  great m ajority of the  po lice are Blacks and desp ite  
t h i s , the re  Is no other community in the  c ity  th a t has 
a g rea ter Incidence of police b ru tality  than  th is  area 

Puerto Rico, a ll the police are Puerto Ricans and 
th a t has  not changed the  rep ressiv e  apparatus We 
should rem eber Lenin asked not for changing the  
na tionality  of th e  p o lice , the  arm y, e tc  , but asked  
for the struggle to  sm ash the s ta te  apparatus

. . .  continues on page 6
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In their obsession over community control ATM-ML 
has also called for community review boards" to 
deal with the question of police repression This 
boils to the same thing seeing the State as a neutral
body

We also struggled with the comrades on this question 
back in August On this question , they also made 
self-criticism and sfcid that they had changed their 
line They told us that In October 1976, but in Feb
ruary 1977 in a conference against police repression 
held in Pueblo, a cadre from ATM-ML put forth the 
same demand again, under the guise that ATM-ML 
has no position on the question and therefore their 
cadres can put forth whatever line they prefer Is 
this what ATM-ML calls communist leadership7 Is 
this the type of democratic centralism in ATM-ML7 
Is this the understanding of ATM-ML on self-criticism 
and repudiation, on being open and aboveboard7 We 
expect to get some answers to these questions in the 
discussion

CONCLUSION

We have consistently put forward, that we consider 
incorrect the proposition that the party in this coun
try will be built on the basis of one particular organi
zation This is so because there does not exist in 
the U S Communist movement a leading theoretical, 
political and organizational center around which to build 
the party nor can any of the existing organizations by 
itse If become this leading center The road towards 
the party in the U S is the road of principled unity 
among genuine Marxlst-Leninist organizations, 
collectives and individuals in a joint party effort 
The development of this center must take place if 
we are to move forward on the road to party build
ing Call it a party building commission, organi
zing committee, Iskra effort, unity trend or whatever 
It is not the name but the content that is important 
We do not need petty bourgeois intellectuals like 
WVO who scream "the party is a settled question", 
we have the correct line—slaughter your circle and 
collectives and become part of WVO' 7 7 We do 
not need party building proposals a la MLOC, which 
invites all who care to answer its invitation and 
promises to keep all discussion in the strictest of 
confidence, to do practical and theoretical work and 
even write a program. What we most definitely need 
is a joint effort to develop a party building plan 
The question here is not the an organization proclaims 
itself to be the vanguard But that the developing 
Marxlst-Leninist trend unite on political line and 
prove its capacity to lead the struggle for the party.
As fenin said

Tor not a  rti J i  to 
Lfiji h u s t l x r l  c \ i _ id thi  ul\ icc.~ vk vhnicnt \ c  

v ic 11 3 c one \x  ̂ must icc in such -  tint < l tl e 
( ic  dctichm«-nts nil  sec us and be obi to admit that)

 ̂ marchin_, in tic  vanguard And etc asi the leader 
ie 1 e repre en uixcs of the other dctac -  . n s  such fools., 

t> ta1 e oi \ oid for it when we sa at we i e the|
\ i mid

Lenin, What is to be Done7 , Peking, p 103

The other detachments are not stupid Just because 
somebody says that they are the party (as RCP or 
CLP), or that the first congress is around the corner 
(as the OL or the Neo-Trotskylte Wing) or that the 
party is a settled question" (like WVO), these de

tachments are not going to cross their hands and 
stop struggling for the cause that these sham forces 
have double-crossed so many times As genuine 
Marxlst-Lenlnists and advanced forces, we share 
this responsibility We have to stop wlfiting for 
messiahs that will come and build the party for us 
The struggle for the party is not based on who has 
more money, etc , but it is based on who has the 
correct line, who.correctly links revolutionary theory 
with revolutionary practice It is time for all of us 

-̂small organizations, collectives, and individuals 
Marxist-Lenlnlsts to come forward and fight for the 
leadership in the U S Communist movement As 
comrade Chou En-lai said

' Chairman Mao teaches us that the correctness 
or incorrrectness of the ideological and politi-

__ cal line decides everything1 If one s line
is incorrect, one s downfal is inevitable, even 
with the control of the central, local and army 
leadership If'one s line is correct, even 
if one has not a single soldIeFaF~ first,there 
Will be soldiers and even if there is. no poli
tical power, political power will be gained 1 

Tenth Party Congress of the CPC

components Some of the collectives just 
print internal documents, local leaflets, 
carry on propaganda and agitation in their 
areas, conduct study circles, work xn the 
various national movement, etc In the last 
6 months we have come m  contact with a 

' great number of such collectives Those 
comrades are developing by themselves, 
connected to the communist movement only 
through the different newspapers and by 
the liaison established through travelling 
around the country We have to facilitate 
growing relations among the collectives, 
we have to help them solve the ideological, 
political and organizational problems they 
share with us We cannot expect this trend 
to develop spontaneously We have to con
solidate the trend on the basis of unity 
on political line

Resistance vol.8 #2

The most fundamental question on which we have to 
achieve unity on line in order to be able to move 
forward is precisely on the question of how to build 
the party

AVAILABLE

Complete presentations by LPR (ML),
ATM (ML) 
and others at!

FORUM ON PARTY BUILDING
in Denver Colorado March, 1977

Order from Boxholder <; i cn
P O Box 11084 
Denver, Colorado 80211

A component part of the struggle for the party, for 
proletarian revolution the dictatorship of the prole
tariat and socialism is the struggle against opportun
ism Today we fulfill part of our responsibility by 
exposing the right opportunist line of ATM-ML.

directly to the same swam of its former bedfellows. 
Despite the fact that in form ATM and WVO are right 
opportunists and PRRWO-RWC' "leTt" opportunists”, 
the similarities in their class stand, method and 
viewpoint are inescapable.

In our struggle against PRRWO-RWL, the favorite 
argument of the wing was how small we were They 
claim that a small organization, a sect" cannot 
have the correct line That the correct line belongs 
to the "big organizations". We had the opportunity 
to participate in the funeral of the "wing" Today, 
they are definitely smaller that we ever were and 
we are growing strong. Today, ATM-ML is using the 
same bourgeois logic, trying to determine the cor
rectness of the line based on numbers They are 
doomed to failure W e will help them to go straight 
to the place that corresponds to them

As Lenin says

W e are marching in a compact group along a precipitous 

and difficult path firmly holding each other by the hand 

W e are surrounded on all sides by enemies and w e have to  

adxance under their alm ost constant fire W e have combined  

volun tarilf precisely for the purpose of fighting the enemy v 

and not to retreat into the adjacent marsh .th e  inhabitants 
of xxhich from the very outset have reproached us with 
having separated ourselves into an exclusive group and v ith  

naxing chosen the path of struggle^ instead of the* path of 

cone hation A nd now several among us begin to cry out 

let us go into this m arsh1 A nd w hen w e begin to shame them  

-thex retort ho\x conservative >ou are1 A re you not ashamed  

to  denx us the liberty to u n ite  vou to take a better road* f 
O h je s  gentlem en 1 Y ou are free not only to invite tJs, but 

to  go yourselves wherever you w ill even -in to .th e  njarsh In 

fact w e think that the marsh, is your proper place and \xe 

are prepared to render you ever) assistance to get there 
Onlx let jio  of our hands don’t *clutch at us and don t 

besmirch the grand word freedom for w e  too are free” *-’ 
to  go w here w c please free to fight not onlx against the 

mcash but also against those w ho are turning towards the 
marah1

It is true that birds of a feather flock together. ATM- 
ML folpeks together with PRRWO-RWL and WVO in 
the sham party building commission that created 
the "genuine wing" Today, ATM-ML is going back

Lenin, What is,to be done ? , p 10

/  Message of solidarity with the 5th Regional Congress of E S U N A from L P R (M-L) ’X

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE 
OF THE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLES!

Comrades and friends
March 18, 1977 Boston, Mass

On the occasion of the 5th Eastern Regional Congress 
of the ESUNA, the League for Proletarian Revolu
tion (Marxist-Leninist) warmtj) salutes this celebra
tion of the fifth anniversary of the birth of the Ethio
pian Peoples' Revolutionary Party We consider 
this a date of great significance for the world's pro
letariat and for all oppressed peoples, as the EPRP 
constitutes a further strengthening of the forces fa
vorable to the people and the revolution, and against 
imperialism The EPRP is, m fact, dealing telling 
blows against the CIA armed fascist military Junta 

of Ethiopia, andagamst U S imperialism We whole
heartedly support the E PR P's revolutionary strug
gle waged against the Junta's and its lackeys' plans 
to smash the revolutionary struggle of the Ethiopian 
masses and the Ethiopian revolution

We also warmly salute the third anniversary of the 
Ethiopian Woman's Day and wholeheartedly support 
the struggles being waged by the revolutionary wo
men of Ethiopia, who have rightfully taken their po
sition, side by side men, as dedicated soldiers of 
the revolution and servants of the masses, in parti
cular the courageous women of the now- banned 
Ethiopian Women's Coordinating Committee held in 
the prisons and torture chambers of the Junta We 
hail the new women fighters who have taken up their 
banners and continued the struggle against imperia
lism, feudalism, neo-colonialism and hegemomsm 
Lenin’s words are truly wise "It has been observed 
in the experience of all liberation movements that 
the success of a revolution depends on the extent to 
which women take part m it "

While the Ethiopian peoples are waging revolutiona
ry struggles against U S imperialism, the Soviet 
social imperialism is also attempting to meddle and 
gam a foothold through its lackeys m the Junta - the 
revisionist Haile Fida renegade clique, who are 
sharing power in the Junta with the most reactiona
ry elements in Ethiopia But the people have seen 
through the "left" sounding phrases but fascist deeds 
of these scoundrels and are bravely beating them 
back The women of the EWCC heroically repelled 
their attempts to convert their organization into an 
appendage of the Junta and provided a noble exam
ple for the people

preparations is to further consolidate our forces 
and to wage revolution, opposing the two superpo
wers' drive for hegemony over the world -- and , 
certainly not by preaching "detente" as the revisio
nists do, m an attempt to put out the flames of re
volution m the name of "world peace "

We must repel this dangerous tiger - the Soviet social 
imperialists - trying to sneak m the back door Their 
intervention in Angola backed by Cuban mercenary t i 
troops, and their temporary success there, is a self- 
exposure and will certainly backfire And the recent 
visit by Cuba's Premier Fidel Castro to Ethiopia, is 
an attempt to smooth the way in for the upcoming vi
sit this month of Soviet President Nicolai Podgorny 
to Ethiopia, which further exposes their imperialist 
manuevers and the use of their puppets m the third 
world m order to meddle m other countries' affairs 
These puppets, like the revisionist mouthpieces of 
Soviet social imperialism all around the world, and 
like the CPUSA here, are enemies of the people and 
we must resolutely expose their betrayal of the inte
rests of the proletariat and the revolution We mar- 
xist - Leninists m the U.S must build, guided by the 
science of Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse-tung Thought, 
the true multinational communist party that is to lead 
the U S proletariat to socialist revolution, the dic
tatorship of the proletariat and the buildiqg of social
ism This is the most concrete form of support that 
we can gjye at this moment to the struggles for na
tional liberation and socialist revolution the world 
over This is our highest internationalist duty - to 
which we are committed

The fascist military Junta will not be successful in 
its last ditch attempts at mass murders and mass 
regression to stop the revolutionary storm of the 
Ethiopian masses The Ethiopian people will be suc
cessful by continuing in the road of the New Democra
tic Revolution And the national liberation struggles 
the world over will continue to surge forward, weak
ening imperialism, and especially the two superpo
wers, causing them set back after set back, proving 
the correctness of the irresistible historical trend 
"'Countries want independence, nations want libera
tion, and people want revolution!

LONG LIVE THE INVINCIBLE WEAPON OF 
MARXISM - LENINISM MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT >

In the January issue of our paper, we put forward 
that

The Marxist-Leninist trend xn the United 
States is composed of a few organizations 
collectives ansi individual Marxxst-Le- 

nTnists around the country The trend does 
not have organic connections among all its

For Soviet social imperialism, Ethiopia is a juicy 
morsel to contend for with U S imperialism. The 
increased contention of the two superpowers through
out the world is increasing the danger of war and 
we must heighten our vigilance and get prepared 

^The best way to prepare and fight against these war

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE 
WORLD, UNITE'

jET US BUILD EVER STRONGER AND BROADER, 
CHE WORLD WIDE UNITED FRONT AGAINST THE 
CWO SUPERPOWERS'
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THE THIRD WORLD 1$ THE MAIN 

FORCE IN THE STRUGGLE 

AGAINST COLONIALISM , 

IMPERIALISM, HEGEMONISM, 

AND THE TWO SUPERPOWERS.

"NO NATION CAN BE FREE IF IT 
OPPRESSES OTHER NATIONS "

These words of Engels take on a special importance 
at this historic time The peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, the peoples of the Third World, 
struggle under the most diverse conditions for their 
Independence and national liberation Their victori
ous struggles are what move history forward, advan
cing triumphantly along the road of revolution. We 
live in the era of Imperialism and proletarian revolu
tion The peoples of the Third World are showing 
by their struggles that revolution is an lrresistable 
trend, the main trend in the world today, in which 
"Countries want independence, nations want libera
tion, and peoples want revolution. "

We are part of the greatest and most powerful ex
ploiter of peoples that humanity has ever known 
Yankee Imperialism This sayage imperialism bombed 
the defenseless cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in the most brutal and bloody massacre known to 
mankind The list of crimes by Yankee imperialism 
is too long to print here Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos,
Azanla, Zimbabwe, Santo Domingo, Panama , Puerto 
Rico, Haiti and hundreds of other cases testify to 
the oppressive character of our bourgeoisie. As part 
of the multinational proletariat of this superpower, 
in our struggle to defeat our own bourgeoisie, we are 
in fact supporting all those peoples who are struggling struggle through the pages of our paper 
against feudalism, colonialism, imperialism and super-

In their struggle against the fascist Duvalier dictator
ship and yankee imperialism, which is the principal 
enemy of their people, Haitian revolutionaries have 
not lowered their guard in regards to the Soviet social 
Imperialists This superpower is attempting to expand 
their Influence in Latin America and poses as the 
friend of the peoples and of revolution. However, in 
Haiti, as well as in other countries of the third world, 
the slogan is "Expel the entrenched superpower with
out letting the other one in ' "

Proletarian Internationalism cannot be a hollow phrase 
but rather it must be concrete action which solidify 
unity, fraternity, and the mutual support of all the 
peoples in struggle Making this struggle
known, developing concrete forms of giving aid to 
it, setting up a common front between the oppressed 
Haitian nation and the revolutionary proletariat in 
the U.S , is an Integral part of our revolutionary duty

We intend to publish, in a consistent manner, articles 
on the national liberation struggles of the Third World 
We are conscious of the fact that there is a great deal 
of ignorance in our country about the concrete condi
tions in which these struggles develop -  this also a 
applies to the communist movement Thus we have 
decided to invite different patriotic and Marxlst-Le- 
ninist organizations of these countries as well as 
anti-imperialist organizations, their views on these

power hegemonism In particular we are concretely 
supporting those who are victims of yankee imperia
lis t domination

"The struggles of the peoples support each 
other" and in our case this Is translated into concrete 
support to all national liberation struggles which 
truly have as their objective the independence and 
the National liberation of the oppressed nations

Haiti is an example of those people in struggle The 
heroic Haitian people have struggle for centuries 
against the oppressors of their homeland At this 
tim e , that struggle is centered around the fascist 
dictatorship of Jean-Claude Duvalier, which, aided 
'and controlled by Yankee Imperialism, keeps the 
Haitian nation under the most barbaric exploitation 
on the American Continent

We want to make very clear that we do not see these 
articles as a substitute for our duty to study and 
arrive at positions on each and every one of these 
struggles We see these articles as advancing a step 
forward in this process And, we would like to point 
out that the positions which appear in this column 
are the sole resp o n sib ility ^  their authors. To the 
degree that we come to conclusions on the various 
positions here expressed, we will publish them in 
order to further enrich the debate.

It is in the spirit of solidarity 
with the heroic struggle of the Haitian people that we 
reproduce below a statement by the May 18th Revolu
tionary Organization, a patriotic Haitian organization 
with representative in the U S , and some views on 
the Anti-Fascist Front in Haiti expressed by the Haitian 
Workers' Party (M-L).

HAITI: The Road to Freedom
Submitted by ORGANISATION REVOLUTIONNAIRE 18 MAI

In order to defeat the fascists (both nationally and 
internationally), the unity of all oppressed peoples 
and nations, all oppressed classes and social s tra 
ta is necessary The German, Italian and Japan
ese fascist dictatorship would still be spreading 
te r ro r  throughout the whole world if the victimized 
countries had not united on the basis of the an ti-fas
cist struggle Under sim ilar circumstances, the 
particular class interest are  subordinated to those 
of the nation and the struggle between different 
classes and social s tra ta  are  relegated to a second
ary level Thus favorable conditions are  created 
for the coming together of all oppressed forces 
under one flag m order to focus all fire  against the 
common enemy

In regards to Haiti and the Haitian people who for 
20 years have suffered under the fascist yoke of 
the American-Duvalier clique, the only solution 
lies in a broad unity for all Anti-Duvalier patriotic 
and democratic forces based on a minimum pro
gram of struggle for the overthrow of the dictator
ship, democracy and national salvation

The fact that the Duvalier clique has maintained i t 
self in power is due in part to the unconditional sup
port „t has received from North American im p eria l
ism However, we must point out that the maneu
vering of the feudal clique, mtrigtfes, personal ani
mosities, betrayals, anarchist and revisionist ad
venturism disorganizes opposition and keep it divid
ed and making the work of the dictatorship easier 
The fasicist dictatorship strengthens itself with 
our ineptitudes and with the opportunism and sec 
tarianism  -which caused a great deal of harm to the 
democratic and revolutionary movement

When m the course of the life of a nation such a s i t 
uation arises  the only thing to do is to firmly strug 
gle against these evils which mpede the developmait 
of its struggle for liberation It is only through a 
firm  attempt to achieve an alliance of its diverse 
sectors that the march down the path towards liberty 
independence, national dignity and social progress 
can be undertaken In Haiti, historical experience 
and an honest appraisal indicate that national libeii- 
ation can be achieved throuth UNITED FRONT to 
overthrow the Duvalier clique and establish a na

tional coalition democratic government 
* * * * * *

What follows is the statement of the Haitian W orkers' 
Party (a M arxist-Lem m st organization) in regards 
to the importance of the United Front ta ctic at the’ 
present time This document was presented in 
1973 and is entitled "Some Consideration on the 
Question of the United Front"

* * * * * *

HOW IS THE FRONT DEFINED?

A front is an alliance between two or m ore classes 
for the purpose of achieving a goal or safeguarding 
some gain

The experience of the w orkers' movement throughout 
the world teaches us that it is an important weapon, 
an indispensable arm to successfully lead the working 
class through all revolutionary stages until the victo
ry of communism This weapon permits the party of 
the proletariat to break the walls which the revolutio
nary classes build around it Simultaneously it per
mits the greatest mass mobilization possible around 
the slogans of the party and each time to eliminate 
one of the links in the chain of oppression and reaction 
It allows the revolutionary movement to move forward 
This weapon allows the party of the proletariat to 
find a wider audience to whom it can promote its 1- 
deas and take the lead of the revolutionary movement 
and aim it towards victory The front is a necessary 
instrument to develop the revolutionary process and 
to continue the revolution

However, all this does not mean that the character 
or content of the front will remain the same from 
sta rt to finish only one class within the front or 
that it goest through all the revolutionary stages 
from beginning to end

The party of the proletariat must not be dogmatic 
It must not lack flexibility and be rigid in its con
sideration of the content of the front Only a 
correct analysis of the conrete situation at each 
given moment, will allow going through a given 
historical stage in a revolutionary way making

positive gains in the interest of the working class 
and popular masses The Manifesto-Program of 
the Haitian W orkers’ Party (H W P ) defines the 
character and content of the anti-im perialist 
and anti-feudal Front for National Liberation 
However, we consider it from a strategic per 
spective and not in a dogmatic fashion

It is not enough to say that we want a front, and 
that immediately, automatically, it will come into 
being under our direction A united front for 
national liberation will once again be a truly a 
reality only during a revolutionary period of na
tional liberation This united front would be 
linked with a people's war and with the building 
of a M arxist-Lem m st Party At the moment, 
we do not have one nor the other

How can we initiate the revolutionary process which 
will allow us - the working class - to acquire these 
weapons? This is the problem currently confronting 
the HWP In the text of "On the Foundation of the 
Party", we said that we cannot in one day create the 
united front for liberation or unleash a  people's war 

for these elements are closely linked to each other and 
they depend on the level of political consciousness of 
the proletariat and the popular masses

This consciousness will not fall from the sky. it is 
through the influence gained by the work of M arxist- 
Lemmsts that it will be acquired

We have already shown that w e're in a period of r e 
trea t of ebb in the mass movement, a period of 
stagnation in the mass struggles The long existen
ce of the Duvalier dictatorship, the defeat of the an- 
ti-Duvalier oppostion and the abdication of the revi- 
s lomsts explain this stagnation

In order to change this situation, in order that the 
working class and the popular masses participate m 
again in the political struggle of the country, in order 
that there be a resurgence of the revolutionary mo
vement, an open crisis has to exist in the country 
This c risis cannot be created except by the defeat of 
the Duvalier Clique

The power of the Duvalier clique is the concentra
tion and oppression of the masses to the extreme, 
in favor of world im perialism , mainly U S impe
rialism , of the feudal lords and of the compradors 
U S im perialism  is well aware of how weak the r e 
gime would be without the Duvalier clique This is 
why they are incapable of extricating themselves 
from the Duvalier clique despite the difficulties they 
have had with the clique, and despite the detriment 
it has caused to the other sectors displaced from 
power

The defeat of the Duvalier clique does not mean in 
any way the defeat of the semi-feudal, semi-colonial 
regime, but it will lead to national liberation if the 
party of the proletariat is prepared, it will be the 
beginning of the end The defeat of the Duvalier c li
que wil bring as a consequence the shake-up of the 
country's regime to its bones and the release of the 
energy potential of the m asses The defeat of the 
Duvalier clique create political and social pro
blems in the whole country, which will undoubtedly 
be favorable to us

It is our duty to take action to accelerate the defeat 
of the regime It 's  our duty to promote the form a
tion of a wide anti-Duvalier front that will mobilize 
the anti-Duvalier movements or organizations and 
the wide popular m asses to isolate to the maximum 
the Duvalier clique and squash it

WHICH ARE IN OUR VIEW THE CONDITIONS 
UNDER WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION 
CAN BECOME PART OF THE FRONT?

They must combat the Duvalier clique and they must 
accept to fight effectively to overthrow it and eradica
te the tontons macoutes (facist gangs) and all their 
[practices from the life of the country, sweep off all 
the remants of Duvalierism and to establish all de- 
Imocratic rights

In politics, we cannot be em barrassed with false sc ru 
p les, and with the excuse that this or that group or m- 
idividual are reactionaries and enemies of the people 
they cannot participate with us in a wide organization 
Chairman Mao, after 10 years of fierce struggle 
against Chang Kai Sheck , forced him at a given 
historical moment, to make an alliance This fact 
shows us that these false scrupple have no reason for 
being, but that we must work t" force many organiza
tions to accept the idea of the front and to work in it, 
and it is using the pressure of the masses and the just 
slogan of theifront that we will “force many people to 
work in it

We have defined the front as a wide, anti-Duvalier 
democratic front that will struggle for the defeat of 
the cique that's m power The experience of the r e 
volutionary movement, of ,the Hatian communist 
movement show us that all past attempts ot building 
a front were nothing more than marxist parties with 
other names - thus, the FDU (Unified Democratic 
Front) was in reality the PPLN(Popular Party for 
National “Liberation) and the PEP (Popular Knowled
ge Party), the FNR (National Resistance Front) was 
only the F T (Franco Tirador) under another name

We must break with this bad tradition Similarly, we 
' must analyze why these e rro rs  were committed so 
that we may avoid them m the future We understadd 

'that these e rro rs  arise  out of ignorance on what a

continues on page 8



R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  CULTURE

"REVOLUTIONARY CULTURE IS A 
POWERFUL REVOLUTIONARY WEA
PON FOR THE BROAD MASSES OF 
THE PEOPLE. IT PREPARES THE 
GROUND IDEOLOGICALLY BEFORE 
THE REVOLUTION COMES AND IS 
AN IMPORTANT , INDEED ESSEN 
TIAL* FIGHTING FRONT DURING 
THE REVOLUTION "

MAO-TSETUNG

WOMEN OF THE WORLD HOLD UP HALF THE SKY 

(Sung to the tune of "Up on the Roof")

Women of the world hold up half of the sky 
Together with their brothers holding the red banner high 
Fighting exploitation, towards their liberation.
Shaping building revolutionary nations

Chorus- Women can only be free In a socialist society

As the third world rises to break oppression's chains 
Women join in unity to end Imperialist reign,
In Asia Africa and Latin America
In battlefield or factory they take a firm class stand

Shorus Woman question is a class question
which only class struggle can resolve

In China and Albania, women are free 
to join more actively the struggle for liberty 
Building socialism these women shine a light 
to lead us into victory with revolutionary might

Chorus Women can only be free in a socialist society

Women who live in the belly of the beast 
Strike their blows with the same intensity 
In factories, hospitals, communities and schools 
Women stand firm against bourgeoise rule

Chorus Thq woman question is a class question 
which only class struggle can resolve

In the struggle for our party women stand abreast 
Struggling to put our theory to the practical test 
Hammering out the unity, Exposing hidden scabs. 
Helping give the proletariat its general staff

Chorus Women can only be free in a socialist society 
The woman question is a class question 
which only class struggle can resolve 
Women fight for real equality 
Men and women 
Side by side
In production and in fight
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THE WORLD'S IN GREAT DISORDER

The world's in great disorder,
and that's a good, good thing
The people all over the world are fighting,
are fighting to be free (2)
In Asia and in Africa, in Latin America too, 
the masses are rising victorious 
to smash imperialist rule (2)

Chorus The world's in great disorder
and that's a good, good thing (2)

We in oppressor nations 
have a duty to complete 
World-wide reaction will not end 
if it 's  base doesn t suffer defeat (2)
What do we need to lead our fight 
to take us to our final aim?
A party of the working c lass, 
to lead us night and day (2)

Chorus That's why we need a Bolshevik Party (3)

This party will wield the two weapons 
that will bring the bourgeoisie down 
Uniting all those who can be united 
against this system we re suffering from (2)
The majority will be mobilized 
against the few who own all we ve made 
We must support each other s just struggles 
so we can be free one day (2)

Chorus Unite the many to defeat the few (2)

This party will prepare the masses 
for the armed struggle we must wage 
We must remember that we're in a class war 
that has only one way to end (2)
If we re to achieve liberation 
the bourgeoisie must be smashed 
So we can build a new system 
that's in our interests at last (2)

Chorus Political power comes out of a 
barrel of a gun (2)

This party is built in the struggle
against falsehood for the light
There are many here among us
who try to keep us from winning our fight, (2)
It's in the struggle against these fools 
that the party will grow strong, 
and the dictatorship of ,the proletariat 
will be realized before too long (2)

Chorus Let's build the U S Bolshevik party 
To smash the bourgeois state (2)
The working class will be free, 
the party will lead us to victory (2)
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THE INTERNATIONALE

Arise ye prisoners of starvation 
Arise ye wretched of the earth 
For justice thunders condemnation 
There's a better world m birth 
No more traditions' chains shall bind us 
Arise ye slaves no more in thrall 
The earth sahall rise on new foundations 
We have been naught, we shall be all.

Chorus "Tis the final conflict'
Let each stand in his place 
The international working class 
Shall be the human race 
(Repeat the whole chorus)

We want no condescending saviours 
To rule us from their judgement hall 
We workers ask not for their favours 
Let us consult for all 
To make tne thief disgorge his booty 
To free the spirit from its cell 
We must ourselves decide our duty 
We must decide and do it well

Chorus

The State oppresses, the law tricks us 
The wage slave system drains our blood, 
The rich are free from obligations 
The laws the poor delude 
Too long we've languished in subjection 
Equality has other laws,
"No rights" says she "without their duties, 
No claims on equals without cause "

Chorus

Behold them seated in their glory,
The kings of mine and rail and soil'
What have you read in all their story,
But how they plundered toil?
Fruits of the workers, toil are buried 
In the strongholds of the idle few,
In working for their restitution 
The people only claim their due

Chorus

We toilers from all fields united 
We are the great workers' party 
The earth belongs to us the workers 
And from all shirkers will be free 
How many on our flesh have fattened!
But if the norsome birds of prey 
Shall vanish from the sky some morning 
The blessed sunlight then will stay._

Chorus

O comrades, keep your eyes wide open 
And see behind the traitors' mask 
Dispel the mist and the smokescreen 
Join your brothers in the task 
Shout, Down with revisionism'
Down with their mistifying lies'
Long live Marxism-Leninism 
It's there that freedom's key reside

continued from page 7

H A I T I . . .

front is and fron the subjectivism of the old organi
zations The old organizations never understood 
what a front is The PEP and the PPLN hid behind 
the FDU and deceived people In reality they decei
ved themselves They made no distinctions between 
the FDU and the parties They had elaborated a pro
gram for partisans that only existed in their dreams 
and they took the "direction" of the front in a mecha
nical and bureaucratic way To the PEP and the 
PPLN - as well as the FT - the fronts that they 
created were nothing more than their appendages 
These were organizations for their own members 
who could now peacefully preach marxism and its 
theses They were pro-marxist organizations This 
type of organizations are very important and neces
sary, but in no way do they constitute a front The 
front we propose is in no way an anti-imperialist 
front, nor is it a front against all reactionary classes 
in Haiti It is only a front against the Duvaher cli
que that's m power Thus, the front does not exclu
de cert un reactionaries who may have some ties 
with U S imperialism, or at least it does not ex
clude their neutralization in the struggle What the 
front does exclude is the Duvalier's clique , U S. 
imperialism which supports the clique, and . eac- 
tionaries who, despite opposing the regime, have 
sold their conscience to U S imperialism and the 
CIA But it does not exclude the elements who des
pite being reactionaries, have decided to effectively 
fight the Duvalier clique, in spite of U S imperia
lism s orders to the contrary

The front that we propose, represents a danger to 
our organization We are aware of this But, should 
this danger keep us from creating and participating 
in such a front? We have shown that such a front 
would move the struggle of the people forward and 
this is why it is necessary However, we can never 
dissolve ourselves as an organization within the

front We must never commit this error And, be
sides, even in an anti-feudal and anti-imperialist 
front, we do not have to make this error, we should 
always keep our organizational autonomy.

Let's examine an aspect of the PEP-PPLN front 
This front was able to mobilize some members of 
these parties who were initially in agreement with 
marxist ideas, but they were unable to effectively 
mobilize other people within a concrete framework 
An even more serious fact was that when the front 
was created, there wasn't a fusion of organizations, 
but rather an absorion of the PPLN by the PEP 
To build a front, we have to prove our capacity to 
mobilize all the people who are not of the same trend 
as we are, otherwise, we'll be going in circles To 
build a front, we have to prove our capacity to make 
concessions and at the same time keep our princi
ples The type of front and concessions we make to 
the front are dependent on the concrete conditions 
and political problems to be resolved

At every step m the struggle, in the 30*s, the Viet
namese communists, have created different types 
of fornts given each situation The differences bet
ween these fronts have been minimal, but important, 
in the process of struggle because they have allowed 
for the neutralization of this or that enemy All this 
makes it viable in certain cases for our enemies to 
fight on our side against a common enemy

At tins time, we want to defeat, or at least weaken 
the Duvalier clique and we want to break our isola
tion to be in contact with people who are capable of 
listening to our anti-imperialist message and assi
milating Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse-tung Thought

WHAT TYPE OF RELATION SHOULD EXIST BET
WEEN THE PARTY AND THE FRONT?

The Party is fundamentally different from the front 
from the point of view of ideology, organization and 
aim This is why the party cannot be dissolved in the

front But the objective of the front is, as well as the 
immediate objective of the party, the same The 
party struggles honestly with no reservations for the 
realization of the objectives that are an end for the 
front, but that for the party are merely a stage in 
the long road that leads to national liberation, social
ism and communism The objective of the the front is a 
determining factor fo the development of the party 
so that it can have some weight in the nation's politi
cal life and can be in a position to carry out its his
torical role- that of the Party of the woiking class

We do not participate in a front just because of ,the 
advantages that it offer us in the area of propaganda 
as a means of breaking our isolation, but because we 
believe the front's slogan is a just one and we struggle 
for it to become a reality, a force that will lead us 
to the defeat of the Duvalier clique

We struggle as a loyal ally, but we will keep our in
dependence By no means will we stop our work of 
propaganda and agitation among the masses and other 
strata of society, to the work of research on the eco
nomic, political, social and cultural reality of the 
country But all this work will not be done in detri
ment of the work developed in the front, nor of the 
front itself. Further, the work in the front iS not in 
contradiction with the work of the par ty , " /

We know that in doing work in the front we may fall 
into a right deviation within the party We cannot, 
forget the class struggle, nor our fihal aim. We have 
to guard against any right deviation within the party 
But, we must not, on the other hand, fall into "left" 
opportunism Mid under the pretext of no mingling with 
reactionaries, of not renouncing the anti-imperia- 
list, anti-feudal character of the national liberation 
front, feel complacent in our inaction and passivity 
an not take into account the level oi consciousness 
and mobilization of the masses Sueh-an attitude *'u- 
would only serve to isolate us more and more.'

BIMm IMHIIIM
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COMMUNIST FORUM .4
-Dear friends,
" I would like to offer gome friendly criticism con
cerning your article on ATM. It's not a defense of 
ATM but a criticism of your approach

Bourgeois ideology is extremely strong in the U S. 
and it really Messes up communists (e g OL, RCP, 
CLP, etc ) This ideology manifests itself in com
munist organizations in that they begin to develop 
incorrect views on the relationship between the ob
jective and subjective factors The right deviation 
places the objective factor "above all things" cau
sing spontaneity, tailism, and even degradation of 
Marxist-Lenmist principles. The "left" deviation 
puts the subjective "above all things" causing sec
tarianism, small circle spirit and mechanical appli
cation of Marxism-Leninism

It is expected that a communist organization will 
make right and "left" errors but if it capitulates to 
either direction then it becomes pseudo-communist, 
an anchor to the movement not a compass Friends, 
I believe your criticism shows that at this point you 
have strong shades of "leftisnj"

I don't know what your practice is but if you carry 
it out on the premises you establish then you are 
probably making "left" errors This is, I say again, 
a friendly criticism based on my knowledge of Marx
ism-Leninism and experience in the Chicano National 
Movement

Firstly, you seem to base yourself on the premise 
that the subiective and objective factors are in some 
way "contradictory " I say this because you seem 
to analyze them as a "contradiction" The under
lying tone of your article is that there is some tug 
of war between the subjective and objective factors, 
each trying to take the lead from the each other

The objective and subjective factors are not contra
dictory but complimentary Only when communists 
counterpose them do they become "contradictory" 
to the communist himself An incorrect analysis or 
understanding can make it seem that both processes 
oppose each other

Why do I say that you are counter posing them? Be
cause you conterpose Theory vs Practice, Marxist- 
Leninists Unite vs Win Over the Advanced Prole
tarians, Party Building vs Mass Struggle and Pro
paganda and Agitation By making the subjective 
factor "primary" you are conterposing

Theory and Practice should be complimentary to 
each other The development of revolutfanary 
theory and movement depends on their inter rela
tionship Saying that Practice is primary pre
supposes that practice "teaches you everything" 
Saying that theory is primary presupposes that 
theory "teaches you everything". Don't misuse 
Lenm's quote "Without revolutionary theory, you 
cannot have revolutionary movement" But with
out a MOVEMENT you cannot develop a revolution
ary theory. Where did Lenin develop his theory on 
Imperialism, the role of oppressed nations, two 
stage revolution, etc. Not just from the books of 
Marx and not just by the world movement, but by 
both. It was the character of the world movement 
from which Lenin developed his theories Marx 
had the same "subjective" knowledge but Imperial
ism was not yet born, the objective process pre
sent in Lenin's time was barely being born in 
Marx's I've read WHAT IS TO BE DONE? and 
it doesn't say that "Theory is primary over prac
tice, but Lenin does teaches that the neglect or 
overemphasis of either leads to serious errors

The slogan Marxist-Lemmsts Unite and Wm Over 
the Advanced, I agree with,but don't counterpose 
them The carrying out both is complimentary 
It's not a question of "who's more important?' 
Marxist-Leninists cannot unite by just being in 
agreement with positions, 1 e I believe in the 
ERA and so do you so let's unite The basis for 
winning over the advanced is revolutionary prac
tice, i e political line carried out and developed 
in mass struggle It's not a question of winning 
p̂eople over to ideas but to struggle The advan

ced know mass struggle and they will be won to 
communism primarily if they see Marxist-Lenin
ists taking mass struggle to a higher more posi
tive level

On the question of Party Building and Mass Strug
gle, let me begin with an example Sometime 
ago the immigration department was real ly coming 
down in California One of my friends asked a 
communist from there "why don't you do anything 
about it?" His answer "We can't, we've got to 
concentrate on building the party " Party Building 
is done in struggle not apart from it The Party is 
the fusion of the working class movement with soc
ialism A true proletarian party is born from the 
masses, not spontaneously as the RU did it but con

sciously, suffering the pangs of birth of warfare a- 
gainst the enemy. Struggle is the water we must 
use to nurture the Marxism-Leninism (seeds) we 
take to the working class

The role of propaganda and agitation is also dis
torted m your article Somehow you seem to 
think that agitation is a degradation because we 
should concentrate on the Marxist-Leninists and 
the advanoed If communists are to forge roots 
in the working class, to attach themselves to the 
fetus from which their party will be born, to lead 
mass struggle, then the political organ must be 
used to carry out struggle Its agitational charac
ter doesn't mean it will just be like a "big leaflet", 
but the proletariat as a whole must understand it 
to learn from it An organ is a tool for struggle 
not a forum for polemics unless an organization has 
no theoretical paper or journal And please don't 
shout Iskra at me, at the time it was developed it 
was used as a theoretical journal but agitation was 
done in the factories throught other organs of the 
various communist organizations

Lastly, I would like to comment on "Political Line 
is Key Link " Everyone from Marx to Mao has 

held that but they did not say "Political line is a magic 
wand". The Albanians define political line as the 
strategy and tactics of the party or Marxist-Lenin- 
lst orgamzation Political positions, like yours for 
ERAj busing, etc are not "political line" but a 
subdivision of it So we have Marxist-Leninist 
theory, but to implement it we must develop a line 
Where is that done ? In struggle For Marxist- 
Lemmsts to unite and the advanced to be won over, 
it must be done on the basis of the strategy and tac
tics for Proleterian Revolution in the U. S. They 
must participate m its development and see its 
development and learn from it.

This development is a complimentary processes 
between the objective and subjective factor, bet
ween struggle of the masses and the work of Marx- 
lst-Leninists, between the study of Marxism-Lenin
ism and its implementation No Marxist-Lemmst 
Party has ever been built apart from struggle nor 
By tailing struggle but by leading struggle It is 
not a mechanical process of first we do this then 
we do that, 1 e firstwe unite the Marxist-Leninists 
and Win over the advanced (first uniting Marxist- 
Lemmsts) THEN lead struggle It's a complex 
dialectical processes of we do this WHILE doing 
that, 1 e Unite Marxist-Leninists and Win the Ad
vanced WHILE participating in and leading struggle

" The struggle of the Albanian communists 
themselves created, at last, favorable con
ditions for the founding of their party 
The anti-fascist war waged by the commun
ists of the various groups shook the very 
foundations of sectarianism and the group 
spirit, which had prevailed up to that time 
This struggle and their common ideology be
came the decisive factors which led to the 1941 
agreement to organize a meeting of all the 
principal communist groups which would take 
up the question of amalgamating these groups 
and founding the Communist Party of Albania, " 

History of the Party of Labor of Albania, pg. 85 
En lucha por Tierra y Libertad

X X X X X X X
El Paso, Tejas Aztlin

LPR (M-L) ANSWERS COMRADE FROM AZTLAN

We are publishing the.se criticisms as part of the strug
gle for the correct political line which must take place 
In all fronts We urge other comrades to continue to 
use COMMUNIST FORUM, to put forward their views', 
criticisms, sum-ups, suggestions, etc., so that we 
may move forward In the tasks confronting commu
nists In this period. In particular our central task.

First of all we want to establish that we have unity 
on the importance of grasping the correct relation
ship between the objective and subjective factors In 
the revolution. Absolutizing one or the other factor 
will lead to serious right or "left" errors. Also we 
unite In that our party must be built, not apart from 
the straggle of the masses but, actually providing

correct communist leadership to the spontaneous 
movement of the masses, Your"communlst"from Ca
lifornia was liquidating not only the tasks of com
munists to struggle for our democratic rights but 
also, party building Itself!

Secondly, there are fundamental errorxln the line you 
are putting forward - which we will point out here, 
as they are very common among other comrades in the 
communist movement who we believe will also bene
fit from our doing so

Over all, your line Is characterized by eclecticism. 
You place everything on a par theory and practice, 
subjective and objective factors, all tasks facing 
communists, etc , regardless of the concrete con
ditions or period in which we are in. This Is inco

rrect Communists must analyse the concrete condi
tions in order to best determine the corresponding 
tasks and the relationship between them Otherwise 
we can only end up loosing our bearings and even
tually liquidate all tasks As a matter of fact, the 
meaning of tasks being'complimentary" is that by 
grasping which is primary and carrying it out we are 
better able to carry the others out 1

9

You also contradict yourself You dont say so, but 
objectively you are holding the line that in this 
period practice is primary over theory In effect, 
by failing to determine what is primary you have en
ded UP counterposlnq ' For example , look at what 
you say "Its not a question of winning people over 
to ideas, but to struggle. " And also An organ is 
a tool for struggle not a forum for polemics ' You 
are counterposing theory VS practice, struggle VS 
polemics, etc What good is it to win workers over 
to struggle if you don't win them also to the ideas 
of communism 7 What good is it to struggle without 
understanding why or where we are headed7 This is 
the old maxim of the economists of the "movement 
is everything -the final aim is nothing "

We hold that to determine what is primary is not 
equivalent to counterposing, but on the contrary it 
is to establish correct dialectical relationships bet
ween tasks and concrete conditions In learning 
there Is a constant interrelationship between know
ing and doing, between theory and practice and in 
that process, as In all processes in nature and 
society, one is primary over the other Our great 
teacher Chairman Mao puts it simply

"The dialectical-materialist theory of know
ledge places practice in the primary position, 
holding that human knowledge can in no way 
be separated from practice and repudiating 
all the erroneous theories which deny the im
portance of practice or separate knowledge 
from practice "

Four Essays on Philosophy, p 4

Is Chairman Mao counterposing because he holds 
practice as primary7 Of course not1 And again,to 
show how this Is not a mechanical, arbitrary deter
mination but the result of concrete analysis of 
concrete conditions, allow us to again quote Mao

"But it must also be admitted that In certain 
conditions, such aspects as the relations of 
production, theory and the superstructure In 
turn manifest themselves in the principal and 
decisive role When it is impossible for the 
productive forces to develop without a change 
In the relations of production, then the change 
in the relations of production plays the princi
pal and decisive role. The creation and advo
cacy of revolutionary theory plays the princi
pal and decisive role In those times of which 
Lenin said, 'Without revolutionary theory there 
can be no revolutionary movement " When a 
task , no matter which, has to be performed , 
but there is as yet no guiding line, method, 
plan or policy, the principal and decisive 
thing Is to decide on a guiding line, method, 
plan or policy "

Four Essays of Philosophy, p 58

Such Is the period in which we find ourselves a 
period in which there is as of yet "no guiding line, 
method , plan or policy" for fulfilling our central 
and all other tasks around which Marxlst-Lenlnlsts 
can unite, advanced workers can be won over, and 
the broad masses mobilized for Lenin describes the 
pre-party period In the Soviet Union emphasising the 
role of theory at such a time in which Marxlst-Lenl
nlsts are scattered and there is no guiding line.
We have to quote again

We can
judge from that how tactless the Rabocbeye D\elo is when 
with an air of triumph it quotes Marx s statement Every 
step of real mo count is more important than a dozen pro 
grams To repeat these words in i period of theorem il 
chaos is like wishm  ̂ mourneis it a funei il mmy h ippv 
returns of tae dav Moicovu die e words of Marx uc 
taken from his letter on the Gotha Program in which he 
sharply condemns celectieism in the formulation of principles 
If you must un te Marx wrote to the party leaders then 
enter into agre ments to satisfy the practical aims of the 
movement but do not aiiow any bargaining ovc pnneip'cs 
do not make concessions in questions of theory This was 
Marx s idea and yet there arc people among us who strive 
— in his name — to belittle the significance of thcorv1 

Without a revolutionary theory there can be no revolu 
tionary movement This thought cannot be insisted upon too 
strongly at a t me when the fashionable preaching of oppor 
tunism goes hand in hand with an infatuation for the nar 
rowest forms of practical activity Yet for Russian Social 
Democrats the importance of theory is enhanced by three 
more circuns ances which arc often forgotten firstly by the 
fact that our Party is only in process of formation its features 
arc only just becoming, outlined and it is yet far from having 
settled accounts with other trends of revolutionary thought 
which threaten to divert the movement from the correct path 
On the contrar precisely the very recent past was marked 
by a revival of non Social Democratic revolutionary trends 
(which A*xelrod long ago warned the Economists would 
happen) Lnder these circumstances what at first sight

.. .continues on page 10

its v'JVXv
“S 'l l  'I liS J iW  fiQ IX fcS iiiS J , 1 0  [>£ 8 L  8 3  I s e i



io
continued from page 9

l ^ « ^ f U N 3 ^ n r o m j M l

appeus to be an unimportant mn>tal e may lead to most 
deplorable consequence:* and onh shortsighted people can 
consider actional disputes and a stuct differentiation between 
shades inopportune or superfluous The fate of Russian 
Sou'll Democ ac\ tor m n\ manv \ears to come mas depend 
on t' ° tre ig u* ng of ) k  or o • er shade

What Is to be Done ? , p 27

Similarly, the objective and subjective factors must 
be analysed In their Interrelationship It Is a funda
mental principle of dialectical materialism that It 
Is the objective conditions which determine the de 
velopment of nature and society The subjective 
factors Interact with the objective In this develop
ment and, under certain conditions, at certain pe
riods of development, become the decisive factor 
Such Is the case In the concrete conditions of the 
U S today regarding the party building process 
Objective conditions are over-ripe for the building 
of the party The spontaneous movement of the "ma
sses advances rapidly (the objective factor), while 
the subjective factor, the consciousness and orga
nization of the working c la ss , lags behind and does 
not meet up to the tasks of our times The working 
class on Its own cannot acquire socialist conscious
ness necessay to overthrow the bourgeoisie and the 
capitalist system It must be through the conscious 
efforts of Marxlst-Leninists throught the Party that 
it will become conscious as "a "class for Itself", and 
be able to fulfill Its historic mission Therefore, 
today, under the present concrete conditions and 
corresponding tasks that face us the subjective fac
tor becomes the decisive factor The objective con
ditions demand It, so that we may be able to carry 
oat the revolutionary transformation of objective reality

COMMUNIST  
FORUM a

Submitted by MARXIST-LENINIST COLLECTIVE

The factory nucleus in large scale basic industry is 
the organizational foundation of a genuine communist 
party In 1926, the Communist International stated 
"The factory cell is the basic unit for all parties in 
capitalist countries " It is in industries such as au
to, steel and mining that the most oppressed and ex
ploited strata of the working class'is found The 
work of a revolutionary party must concentrate on 
winning over and mobilizing this decisive section of 
the proletariat Factory nuclei are essential if the 
party is to carry through this task

In this pre-party period, what are the transitional 
forms which communist organizations must establish 
within basic industry? What are the tasks of commu
nists in the workplace during this period? What is 
the relationship between party-building and our work 
within industry?

The Marxist-Lemmst Collective erred when we pro
posed joint work between communist organizations 
in the form of factory nuclei (see WP V2 #12) Fac
tory nuclei are a form of party organization All 
members are under the discipline of the party (or in 
the case of the US now, the same organization) and 
adhere to a common political line What the MLC 
intended to propose was a call for joint work in the 
form of communist cores A core is a communist 
form of organization required in this period when a 
party does not exist A core is composed of members 
of one or more communist organizations, independent 
Marxist-Leninists, and advanced workers who have 
been won to communism The core is under the lea
dership of a given organization or organizations 
However, within a core, democratic-centralism 
functions on an internal basis Unlike the factory nu
clei, the core is not subject to the discipline of a 
party or organization Similar to a factory nuclei, 
the core is clandestine and secret Upholding the 
science of Marxism-Leninism is the basis of unity 
for a communist core Joint work between communist 
organizations within a core would then exclude oppor-

Comrade, your methodology reflects empiricism In 
the way In which you view the development of line 
and theory You ask, referring to the development 
of line "Where is that done? In struggle " And 
further you-say that advanced elements "must parti
cipate in Its development and see Its development " 
(your emphasis) The materialist conception of know
ledge holds that the process of learning goes from 
practice to theory and again to practice In a conti
nuous process each 'time taken to a higher level 
A correct line Is not simply developed from "struggle" 
You cannot discard the role of theory in this process, 
le , of the enormous wealth of historical experiences 
of the International proletariat which has been sum
med up In its general aspect by the great teachers, 
and Is known as the science of Marxlsm-Lenlnism- 
Mao Tsetung Thought The line is developed both 
from theory, the sum-ups of struggles shared by 
other communists, and, our own struggle We can
not expect to experience everything, to participate 
In all the process o f development of the line, to 
see that development This empiricism Is very 
dangerous since we are unable to participate in 
all struggles, and leads in politics to right oppor
tunism, economlsm Remember what the Albanians 
say in the very passage you quote, that it was the 
struggle of communists In the anti-fascist war and 
their common Ideology, and not just the struggle, 
what became decisive factors in building the party.

On propaganda and agitation you distort our line You 
say that we "seem to think that agitation Is a degra
dation" and then continue to defend ATM's right line 
that a communist newspaper in this period should be 
mainly agitation ATM talks about making it more 
"acceslble"to the class and you say that "the proleta
riat as a whole must understand It. " The relation be
tween propaganda and agitation as any other dlalectl=

cal relation Is determined by the specif Le tim e, place , 
and conditions In which It exists The fact Is that you 
address your newspaper laerviry-peBt^Flo the partii 
cular sector that must be won over to the side of pro
letarian revolution We say that these are today the 
Marxist-Leninists and advanced workers who will . ; 
compose the bulk of our future party cadres. And at> 
long as this is our task, we hold that propagapda Is 
the chief form of communist activity. Lenin said In , 
"Retrograde Trend" that Instead of adapting the paper 
to the lowest strata of workers , we must develop, "dif
ferent forms of agitation and propaganda" In the form 
of popular pamphlets, local leaflets, e tc . Emphasising 
that chief form of activity doesn't mean "only" form, 
Lenin also warned against "such an exaggeration of 
one side of our activities to the detrmfent of the other" 
We hold that propaganda Is a higher level of political 
education, and that ATM's paper reads like a co llec 
tion of economist agitation leaflets representing a 
retrograde trend In our movement

Finally we would like to clarify some things. By 
the use of quotation marks on some phrases, you 
Imply that our line is the two stage theory In propa
ganda and agitation and on MLs unite and win the 
advanced, etc None of those quotes are ours nor 
do they represent our line We have combatted ATM's 
two stage theory on propaganda and agitation as it 
appeared In RC vol 1 #3 (Our position appears in 
Resistance vol 7 #6 On MLs unite and win the ad
vanced It appears in vol 7 #5 where we establish  
that both are just as important and simultaneously 
carried out though the first primary)

Let us fight against right opportunism which Is the 
main danger, and against "left"opportunism as well' 
MARXIST-LENINISTS, UNITE ■ WIN THE ADVANCED 
WORKERS TO COMMUNISM'

/^ a n y  comrades have sent us their criticisms com
mentaries, questions, etc on our articles "The Buil
ding of Cores" (Resistance vol 8#1) and "Investigation 
Guide for Factory Work" (Resistance vol 8#2) These 
articles are part of a series on the question of organ
ization which we consider of vital Importance for all 
honest Marxist-Leninists who seriously consider the 
rganlzation of our class in the most adequate ways

to effectively fight the capitallst enemy and In parti
cular to facilitate the task of building the Communist 
Party -  the highest form of organization of the working 
class By publishing these articles we Intend to pro
vide concrete orientation so as to develop the correct 
line and revolutionary practice on the question We 
are Dubllshlng below an article submitted by the 
MARXIST-LENINIST COLLECTIVE from San Francisco,

tunist and revisionist groups such as the CPUSA, OL, 
PRRWO RCP, CLP and trotskyite organizations
Organizations participating in communist cores would 
conduct regular meetings to take up ideological and 
political questions with the aim of uniting Marxist- 
Leninists as well as discussing ongoing work of the 
core Independent Marxist-Leninists and advanced 
workers who are recruited into a core would share 
this commitment to Marxism-Leninism in both theo
ry and practice However, they would not need to 
have unity with all the questions of political line of 
the organization(s) that initiate and lead the core We 
agree with, the formulation of the LPR in this point

"Members of the core do not have to agree with 
every position of our organization That would 
be equivalent (complete unity) to placing non
organization members under the democratic 
centralism (which in practice would turn out 
to be only centralism) of the organization 
This would be in fact an error "
(Resistance, Vol 8, #1, p 2)

However, for a communist core to exist, there must 
be unity at least on the following fundamental ques
tions of Marxism-Leninism recognition of the need 
for proletarian revolution by armed struggle, the 
role of the party, the role cf the state, the charac
ter of national oppression Under capitalism

V

Party-building is the central task of all Marxist-Le
ninists in the US today Our work within communist 
cores must be seen in this context As theory is the 
decisive and principal aspect during the pre-party 
period, a core can serve as a vehicle for the testing 
and development of political line which will facilitate 
the formation of a party What differences exist bet
ween organizations or between organizations and 
non-organizrational members of the core, principled 
struggle will occur within the core and a majority 
decision reached The core will systematically sum- 
up the application of political line, thereby consoli
date the unity of Marxist-Leninists and help cons

truct the theoretical foundations for the future party 
We can concretely see the dialectical relationship 
between the primary aspect of theory and the secon
dary aspect of •practice.’ While one is primary, 
neither aspect can exist independent of the other

The practical tasks of a core are to conduct commu
nist propaganda and agitation and give communist 
leadership to the spontaneous struggles and mass or
ganizations The core must win over the most advan
ced workers and tram them in Marxist-Lenmist 
theory through study circles. Moreover, within the 
core the discussion of tactical questions, the summa
tion of practice, and criticism and self-criticism will 
enable the advanced to become practical leaders in 
the day to day struggles of the proletariat

We have addressed ourselves to the question of a co 
re within a particular factory or shop A core is al
so an appropriate form of communist organization 
within a trade union or any other mass organization 
of the working class The same principles would 
apply to a core m this context In a trade union where 
a broad caucus exists based on the struggle for trade 
union democracy and opposition to the union bureau
crats, the core will seek to give leadership to the 
caucus Careful attention must be paid to the cons
tant exposure of the labor traitors as well as the re 
visionists and opportunists (who may participate in 
a caucus) The success of a rank and file caucus is 
generally dependent on the existence and leadership 
of a core As a rule, the formation of a core should 
precede the organization of a caucus Yet, where 
caucuses exist, but it is not possible at the time to 
form a core, communist organizations and indepen
dent Marxist-Leninists must join the caucus, strive 
to win over the advanced, and form a core as soon 
as possible.

We believe this question of the formation of commu
nist cores to be most important We urge all Marx
ist-Leninists to take up this issue, publish this arti
cle and put forward criticisms of it.

TH E  BUILDING

OF C O R ES
By LPR ( M-L )

There are a number of unities between the position 
advanced by LPR-ML m January and that submitted 
by the MLC These are (1) that factory nuclei are 
the basic organizational unit of a genuine communist 
Party, (2) that cores, just as factory nuclei, are 
clandestine and based on Marxism-Lenmism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought, and that this unity is manifested 
both in theory and m practice (thus excluding oppor

tunists of all hues). All members of the core are 
not necessarily in unity with all aspects of the line 
of the organization that initiates and leads the core,
(3) that the building of cores should be seen in the 
context of building the party, that theory is decisive 
m this pre-party period, and that the core is a 
vehicle for implementing, verifying and developing 
the line, and for moving forward the building of 
the party, (4) that the core functions democratical
ly, waging principled struggle, systematically sum
ming up work, and that its goal is to provide com
munist leadership to mass struggles and organiza
tions, carrying out communist propaganda and 
agitation The training of future cadres must be 
carried out both in the theory and in the practice 
of proletarian revolution

The position of the Marxist-Leninist Collective con
tains a fundamental error the liquidation of the fac
tory nucleus The comrades ask themselves "In 
this pre-party period, what are the transitional forms

which communist organizations must establish with
in basic industry?" And they answer "A core 
is a communist form of organization required in this 
period when a party does not exist " This is incor
rect

The factory nucleus is the basic form of party organi
zation In the absence of the party, this form is not 
eliminated, on the contrary The development and 
consolidation of factory nuclei allows Marxist-Lenin
ist organizations and collectives to establish deeper 
ties within the class, to proletanze their ranks, and 
thus move forward the party building process

There is no contradiction m building of cores and 
factory nuclei In fact, they complement each other 
and they work in coordination both in the pre-party 
period and once the party is built

In a factory, we can develop the factory nucleus - 
composed of cadres of the organization) and the core-

. continued on pg. 12
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t a - i p
m o n s tra te  th e  n e e d  fo r  b e t t e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  am ong 
th e  p a r e n t s ,  t o  e x p o s e  th e  p r in c ip a l  a s  a  lo y a l  r e 
p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  In  th e  s c h o o ls  
a n d  r ip  a w a y  h is  m a sk  a s  a  " f r ie n d "  o f  p a re n ts  

T h is  c o n tr ib u te d  In s ta r t in g  to  s e v e r  th e  t i e s  b e tw e e n  
th e  p r in c ip a l  a n d  th e  P a r e n ts  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  h e lp e d  
u s  g a in  f irm e r  t i e s  am ong  th e  m a s s e s

T h is  k in d  o f w o rk  w a s  o f c o u r s e  s lo w  a n d  p a in s ta k in g  
W e m ade m an y  e r r o r s ,  s o m e tim e s  " le f t"  e r ro rs  o f  d e 
m a n d in g  to o  m uch  of p a r e n ts  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  an d  
so m e tim e s  r ig h t e r r o r s ,  f a l l in g  to  l in k  u p  th e  c o n c r e te  
i s s u e s  w ith  th e  o v e r a l l  s t r u g g le .  V ic to r ie s  a l th o u g h  
s m a ll  w e re  n o t g r a s p e d  c l e a r ly  in  t h e i r  s ig n i f i c a n c e  
T h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e d id  n o t r e ly  on  th e  a d v a n c e d ,  b u t 

r a th e r  on  " a c t i v i s t s "  le d  t o  m any  o f  th e  u p s  a n d  
d o w n s  o f t h a t  s t ru g g le  T he " a c t iv e "  w o u ld  so o n  
t i r e  o u t ,  c a u s in g  c o n f u s io n  on  th e  r e s t ,  w h e re  th e  
a d v a n c e d .  If c o r r e c t ly  l e d ,  w o u ld  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  
t o  a d v a n c e  a t  a  s te a d y  m ore c o n s j s t e n  p a c e  The 
l a c k  o f s te a d y  p ro g re s s  le d  u s  to  c o n c lu d e  th a t  w e 
sh o u ld , c o n c e n t r a te  m ore on  th e  "p o r lo s  N in o s"  
w h e re  r e s u l t s  w e re  m ore Im m e d ia te , m ore p a lp a b le ,  
a l th o u g h  l e s s  s ig n i f i c a n t  in  th e  lo n g  run

T h is  w a s  a n o th e r  o f  o u r  m a in  e r r o r s ,  to  b e l i t t l e  ou r 
b a s e  w o rk  d u rin g  th e  l a t t e r  p e r io d  of o u r w ork  In 
D is t r ic t  1, e m p h a s is in g  o n  'P o r  lo s  N in o s "  r a th e r  
th a n  In te n s ify in g  o u r w o rk  In th e  P a r e n ts  A s s o c ia t io n s  
a t  th e  s c h o o l  le v e l  T h is  w a s  a  d e v ia t io n  form  ou r 
l in e  on  b u ild in g  th e  u n i te d  fro n t from  b e lo w

T he "P or lo s  N in o s "  w a s  a lo o s e  k n it  m a ss  o r g a n iz a 
t i o n .  I t s  c h a r a c te r  w a s  I n i t ia l ly  d e m o c r a t ic ,  a n d  p a 
r e n t s  b a s e d  T he s t e a d i ly  g ro w in g  n u m b e r o f r e v i s i o 
n i s t s  a n d  T ro ts k y l te s  t h a t  s n e a k e d  In to  It p o s in g  a s  
" In n o c e n t p a r e n t s '  o r "h a rd  w o rk in g "  co m m u n ity  r e 
s i d e n t s ,  f in a l ly  to o k  c o n tro l  o v e r  I t ,  no  lo n g e r  
s e rv in g  a s  a  p a re n t-c o m m u n ity  m a s s  o r g a n iz a t io n  
W e w a g e d  a n  In te n s e  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  th e m , b u t w e re  
u n a b le  t o  r e v e r s e  th e  t r e n d  a s  w e  f a i l e d  to  u n d e r s ta n d  
th a t  It w a s  n o t c o n c e n t r a t io n  on  th e  w o -k  w ith in  "Por 
lo s  N in o s " ,  t h a t  w o u ld  a c h ie v e  t h i s ,  b u t t a t h e r  a n  
I n te n s i f i c a t io n  o f th e  b a s e  w ork .

THE TEACHERS STRIKE

In  S p e te m b e r  , 1975 , a  t e a c h e r s  s t r ik e  h a d  re n e w e d  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  am o n g  th e  m a s s e s  W e s a w  th e  
s t r ik e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f th e  o v e r a l l  c r i s i s  o f  im p e r ia l is m , 
c a u s in g  th o u s a n d s  o f  la y  o f fs  e v e n  am ong  t e a c h e r s ,  
a n d  e x te n s iv e  c u t s  In e d u c a t io n  s e r v i c e s  A lth o u g h  
th e  UFT l e a d e r s h i p ,s o l d  o u t to  th e  I n te r e s t s  o f  th e  
b o u r g e o t s i s e , t r i e d  to  a v o id  th e  s t r i k e ,  th e  o v e r 
w h e lm in g  m a jo r i ty  o f t e a c h e r s  a n d  a i d e s  d em a n d e d  
I t .  T he a t t a c k s  a g a in s t  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a id e s  w e re  fu n 
d a m e n ta l ly  a n  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  p u b lic  e d u c a t io n ,  In 
p a r t i c u la r  a g a in s t  w o rk in g  c l a s s  c h i ld r e n  T h u s  w e 
s u p p o r te d  th e  s t r ik e  W e s a id

"I t I s  a l s o  t ru e  t h a t  th e r e  d o e s  e x i s t  a  d i f 
f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  o f th e  UFT 
a n d  a  g o o d  n u m b er o f  p a r a p r o f e s s lo n a l s  
a n d  te a c h e r s  ( th o u s a n d s  o f w h ic h  a re  n o t 

e v e n  UFT m em b ers) w ho  c a n  a n d  m u s t b e  
w o n  o v e r  t o  s e rv e  th e  n e e d s  o f th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  co m m u n ity  F o r th e  h o n e s t  t e a c h e r s  
a n d  p a r a p r o f e s s lo n a l s  w ho a re  w il l in g  to  
f ig h t  fo r  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f w o rk in g  c l a s s  
c h i ld r e n  th e  b a s i c  to o l  to  f ig h t  fo r  th e i r  
r ig h ts  a t  t h i s  m om ent is  th e  s t r ik e  And 
w h a t a r e  w e to  g a in  b y  b re a k in g  t h i s  s t r i k e 9 
By a l ly in g  w ith  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e  In th e i r  
b u d g e t  c u t s  an d  la y  o f f s ,  w e  w o u ld  b e  h e l 
p in g  th e m  to  s o lv e  t h e i r  c r i s i s  By b re a k in g  
th e i r  s t r ik e  w e  w o u ld  b e  d e n y in g  h o n e s t  an d  
p r o g r e s s iv e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r a p r o f e s s lo n a l s  
th e  r ig h t t o  f ig h t  fo r  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  th u s  d r i 
v in g  th e m  a w a y , r a th e r  th a n  c l o s e r  t o  th e  
s id e  o f th e  I n te r e s t s  o f th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s  
c o m m u n ity . '
( s e e  "S tr ik e  a g a in s t  la y o f f s  a n d  b u d g e t c u t s  1 

F ig h t fo r  d e c e n t  e d u c a t io n ' "

In  su p p o r tin g  th e  s t r ik e  w e  c l e a r ly  d e m a rc a te d  o u r 
s e lv e s  from  f o r c e s  l ik e  th e  C PU SA , th e  T ro ts k y lte  
SWP a n d 'th e  WVO w h o  s a w  th e  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  c o r 
ru p t a n d  f a s c i s t  l e a d e r s h ip  o f th e  UFT a s  th e  w a y  to  
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  su p p o r t W V O 's o n ly  c o n c e rn  In th e  
s t r ik e  w a s  th e  b u ild in g  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m is t  "B u d g et 
C u ts  C o a l i t io n " .  W ith  t h e  sa m e  s t r a t e g y  th e y  u s e  
In e v e ry  s t r u g g le  -  "U n ite  t o  e x p o s e "  -  th e y  w e n t a s  
f a r  a s  to  e s t a b l i s h  an  a l l i a n c e  of a l l  u n i ty  no  s tru g g le  
w ith  TA C, a  CPUSA fro n t In th e  UFT WVO d id n 't  e x 
p o s e  th e  s e l l  o u t le a d e r s h ip  o f th e  UFT In th e  c o u r s e  
o f  th a t  s t r u g g le  ( th a t  th e y  le f t  fo r  fu tu re  e d i t io n s  o f 
t h e i r  n e w s p a p e r s  In w h ic h  th e y  c h a n g e  h is to ry  a c c o r 
d in g  to  t h e i r  n e e d s )  n o rd id  th e y  f ig h t  fo r  w o rk in g  c l a s s  

l e a d e r s h ip  In It

I t Is In t h i s  w ay  th a t  WVO h a s  b e e n  In th e  " fo re f ro n t"  
o f  th e  s t r u g g le  In D is t r ic t  1 T o d ay  WVO th in k s  th a t  
b y  c h a n g in g  th e  n am e o f  t h e i r  p a p e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  from  

'B u d g e t  c u t s  C o a li t io n " to  F o re fro n t o f th e  S tru g g le "  , 
th e y  w il l  b e  a b le  to  g e t  o v e r  But th e y  d o n  t  h a v e  a 
c h a n c e  T he m a s s e s  h a v e  g o o d  m em o ry , a n d  th e y

d o n ’t  fo rg e t  n o r  fo rg iv e  t h o s e  t h a t  co m e a ro u n d  o n ly  
t o  l e e c h  o ff t h e i r  s t r u g g le s

PRRW O, a l r e a d y  sh o w in g  th e i r  n e o - T r o ts k y i te  t e n d e n 
c y ,  o p p o s e d  it  T h ey  to o k  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  p o v e r ty  
p im p s a n d  n a rro w  n a t io n a l i s t s  w ho  c la im e d  th a t  th e  
t e a c h e r s  sh o u ld  n o t b e  s u p p o r te d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  
w h i te ,  J e w is h ,  a n t l - B la c k ,  e t c .  PRRWO c a te r e d  to  th e  
m o s t b a c k w a r d ,  a n t i - w h i te  f e e l in g s  In t h e  c o m m u n ity , 
e q u a le d  t h i s  s t r ik e  w ith  th e  r e a c t io n a r y  t e a c h e r s  s t r ik e  
o f  1968 a n d  f a n n e d  th e  f la m e s  o f  r a c is m  t h a t  d iv id e s  
t h e  c l a s s ,  c r e a t e s  n a t io n a l  a n t a g o n is m s ,  a n d  o b je c 
t i v e ly  a id s  t h e  b o u r g e o ls l s e  -  sh o w in g  c o n c r e te ly  hov> 
th e  " le f t "  o p p o r tu n is t s  a re  In e s s e n c e  r i g h t i s t s  In th e  
s e r v ic e  o f th e  ru l in g  c l a s s  T h ey  p ro p o s e d  fo r p a r e n ts  
t o  b re a k  th e  p ic k e t  l i n e s  a n d  so m e o f  t h e i r  m em b ers 
w h o  w e re  t e a c h e r s  a c tu a l ly  s c a b b e d  d u rin g  th e  s t r ik e  
r e s u l t in g  In t h e i r  c o m p le te  I s o la t io n  a n d  d i s c r e d i t

In  o u r  p ro p a g a n d a  w e  e x p la in e d  th e  n a tu re  o f  o u r s u p 

p o rt a n d  w hy  c o m m u n is ts  m u s t o p p o se  a l l  m a n i f e s ta 
t i o n s  o f  ty ra n n y  b y  th e  b o u rg e o is  s t a t e  W e s a id

"M a n y  of th e  a t t a c k s  on  t e a c h e r s  d i r e c t ly  
a f f e c t  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f th e  c h i ld r e n  (su c h  a s  
o v e rc ro w d e d  c l a s s r o o m s ,  l e s s  p re p a ra t io n  
p e r io d s ,  l e s s  t e a c h e r s  a n d  a s s i s t a n t s ,  l e s s  
p ro g ra m s , m a te r i a l s ,  e t c  It Is  th e  d e m a n d s  
c e n te r in g  a ro u n d  t h e s e  I s s u e s  t h a t  h a v e  to  
b e  a d v a n c e d  In a d d i t io n  to  t h o s e  w h ic h  t e a 
c h e r s  a re  n o t a d v a n c in g  a t  a l l  b u t t h a t  r e f e r  
t o  th e  m o s t p r e s s in g  n e e d s  o f  p a r e n ts  an d  
w o rk e rs  In th e  co m m u n ity  P a re n ts  h a v e  to  
ta k e  th e  le a d  In r a i s in g  t h e s e  d e m a n d s  an d  
t e a c h e r s  m u s t b e  w on  o v e r  t o  su p p o r t th e s e  
d e m a n d s  "
( s e e  " S trik e  a g a in s t  la y  o ffs  a n d  b u d g e t 

c u t s 1 F ig h t fo r  d e c e n t  e d u c a t io n  i "

W e a g i ta t e d  in  "P or lo s  N in o s  m e e t in g s .  In sp o n ta -1-  
n e o u s  m e e tin g s  h e ld  e v e ry w h e re * _ o f  p a r e n ts  s e a r 
c h in g  fo r th e  c o r r e c t  a n s w e r  to  th e  p ro b lem  a n d  
w e n t s c h o o l  b y  s c h o o l ,  w h e re  la rg e  g a th e r in g s  o f 
p a r e n ts  d lc u s s e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  W e u rg e d  t e a c h e r s  
to  s u p p o r t th e  p a r e n ts  d e m a n d s  fo r b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n ,  
a n d  p a r e n ts  t o  su p p o r t th e  t e a c h e r s  r ig h t to  s tr ik e  
W e u p h o ld  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  th e  o n ly  c o r r e c t  s ta n d  to  t a k e  
a n d  th ro u g h  o u r p ro p a g a n d a  a n d  a g i t a t io n  w ork  w e 
w e re  a c tu a l ly  a b le  to  w in  o v e r  m an y  p a r e n ts  w hom  th e  
o p p o r tu n is t s  w e re  p u s h in g  to  b re a k  th e  p ic k e t  l i n e s ,  
s c a b  o r o p p o s e  th e  s t r ik e

T he "P or lo s  N in o s "  h a s  l o s t  a l l  r e m a in in g  su p p o rt 
am o n g  th e  m a s s e s  a n d  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t .  T h ere  h a v e  
b e e n  c e r ta in  a t te m p ts  to  r e v iv e  I t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  th e  
T r o t s k y l te s ,  b u t th e y  h a v e  f a i l e d  T h ey  a r e  now  try«- 
Ing t o  ru n  a  s l a t e  o f  c a n d id a te s  fo r  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  

e l e c t io n s  In M ay  a n d  r id e  on  th e  n a m e , p a s t  p r e s t ig e  
a n d  su p p o r t o f  th e  m a s s e s  fo r  "P or lo s  N in o s "  T h e ir  
s l a t e , c o m p o se d  m a in ly  o f o p p o r tu n is t s  a n d  l a c k e y s .
In n o  w a y  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  I n te r e s t s  o f th e  m u l t in a t io 
n a l  w o rk in g  c l a s s  co m m u n ity  o f th e  L o w er E a s t  S ide  
a n d  w e m u s t n o t su p p o r t It

T he u p co m in g  s c h o o l b o a rd  e l e c t io n s  p r e s e n t  no  r e a l  
a l t e r n a t iv e s  t o  th e  m a s s e s  In th e  L o w er E a s t  S ide  
T h ey  h a v e  g a in e d  e x p e r ie n c e  In th e  e l e c to r a l  p r o c e s s  
a n d  e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  a re  u n a b le  to  Id e n tify  th e  c l a s s  
b a s i s  o f  t h i s  p ro b le m , It Is b ec o m in g  e v id e n t  th a t  
th e r e  Is  g ro w in g  d is c o n te n t  w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l  d e m a 
g o g u e ry  a n d  la c k  o f s o lu t io n s  t h a t  It h a s  to  o f fe r  In 
r e g a rd s  to  t h e i r  p ro b lem s T h is  te n d e n c y  Is c o n c r e t i 
z e d  In th e  g ro w in g  a b s e n te e i s m  from  th e  e l e c t io n s  
fo r  lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd s  a n d  in  a  g ro w in g  g e n e ra l  
a p a th y  to w a rd  th e  w h o le  e l c to r a l  p r o c e s s  T h u s  our 
d u ty  i s  t o  t ra n s fo rm  th i s  d is c o n te n t ,  t o  u s e  It to  r a i s e  
th e  le v e l  o f r e v o lu t io n a ry  s tru g g le  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n  
o f th e  m a s s e s  W e m p s t e d u c a te  th e  m a s s e s  p o in t 
in g  o u t th e  ro o t c a u s e s  fo r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  p e rc e iv e d  
s u p e r f i c ia l ly  a t  t h i s  tim e  w e m u s t sh o w  th e  d i s c r i 
m in a to ry ,  c o rru p t a n d  lim ite d  e l e c to r a l  p r o c e s s  Is a 
l o g i c a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  o u tg ro w th  o f c a p l t a l l  
T h is  Is  w h y  w e  a re  u rg in g  a l l  p a r e n ts  to  b o y c o t t  th e  
u p co m in g  e l e c t io n s  an d  a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  In te n s i fy  
o u r w o rk  In th e  p a r e n ts  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  th e  s c h o o l 
l e v e l  . W e m u st p u t’ In to  p r a c t ic e  th e  v e ry  
Im p o rtan t l e s s o n s  le a rn e d  from  sum m ing  u p  o u r e x 
p e r ie n c e  In th e  D is t r ic t  1 s tru g g le  to  r e ly  on  th e  a d 
v a n c e d  W e h a v e  u n d e r s to o d  th e  n e e d  to  h a v e  a  g u i 
d in g  l in e  on  th e  a d v a n c e d ,  to  b e  a b le  to  Id e n tify  th e  
a d v a n c e d ,  a n d  th ro u g h  c o r r e c t  t a c t i c s ,  t o  w in  o v e r  
t r a i n  a n d  c o n s o l id a te  th e m  In t h i s  m a n n e r  w e  w il l  
b e  f u lf i l l in g  o u r  t a s k s  to w a rd s  p a r ty  b u ild in g  
M ore a n d  m ore p a r e n ts  m u s t b ec o m e  In v o lv e d  In th e  
p a r e n ts  a s s o c i a t i o n s  W e m u s t tu rn  th e  p a r e n ts  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  in to  c o m b a tiv e  m a ss  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  Inn 
d e p e n d e n t  from  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  s t r u c tu re  of th e  
s c h o o l s .  T h e ir  t i e s  w ith  th e  p r in c ip a l ,  o r  o th e r  o f 
f i c i a l s  , w e a k e n  th e m , m ak e  th e m  a p p e n d a g e s  o f th e  
ru l in g  c l a s s ,  a n d  m u s t b e  s e v e r e d  I n s te a d  w e m u st 
tu rn  th e  p a r e n ts  a s s o c i a t i o n s  In to  a to o l  fo r  th e  s t r u g 
g le  fo r  th e  q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n  o f ou r c h i ld r e n  W ith  
s tro n g  p a r e n ts  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  g ro u p in g  c o n s c io u s  an d  
d e d ic a te d  p a r e n t s ,  th e  b a s i s  Is  l a id  fo r  h ig h e r  le v e l s  
o f  o rg a n iz a t io n  an d  s tru g g le  o f th e  m a s s e s  fo r c h a n 
n e l l in g  th e i r  r e v o lu t io n a ry  p o te n t ia l  to w a rd s  o u r u l t i 
m a te  a im  w h ic h  Is com m unism

BOYCOTT THE MAY SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIO N S'
BUILD INDEPENDENT PARENTS ASSOCIATIONS ' 

STOP NATIONAL OPPRESSION
FIGHT FOR QUALITY ED UCATIO N'

IN ETHIOPIA:

U.S.& RUSSIA 
COLLABORATE...
FASCIST ETHIOPIAN JUNTA SLAUGHTERS 

4, 000 PATRIOTS '

While Carter is busy preaching about "Human 
Rights", American supplied guns in the hands of 
the fascist Ethiopian Junta are daily used to slaugh
ter workers, peasants, progressive students and 
intellectuals.

Even according to conservative western estimates 
up to 4, 000 patriots were savagely butchered in 5 
weeks alone (BBC, April 2)

While Carter is busy preaching about "Hu
man Rights", American supplied guns in the hands 
of the fascist Ethiopian Junta are daily used'to 
slaughter workers, peasants, progressive students 
and intellectuals

Even according to conservative weotern 
estimates, up to 4, 000 Patriots were savagely but
chered in 5 weeks alone (BBC, April 2)

The strategic as well as economic impor
tance of Ethiopia to both U S imperialists and the 
Soviet modern revisionists is self-evident

In spite of the "Human Rights" demagogy, 
the u. S. imperialists are still the mam suppliers 
of arms to the Junta At the same time, U.S im
perialism backs the royalist EDU (so called Ethiopian 
Democratic Union) with the hope of prolonging its 
neo-colonial grip in one form or another

The Ethiopian Junta has bayonetted preg
nant women It has massacred thousands whose only 
crime is opposing fascist rule It is still waging a 
war of genocide against Eritrea Not only has it 
used all the tricks m the fascist handbook, but has 
also contributed some new ones

To cite some of its methods *forced feed
ing of mud mixed with urine ^mutilating of essential 
parts of the body such as tongues, fingers, breasts, 
sexual organs, etc * immersing prisoners into a 
barrel of heated oil *rape and forcing of snakes into 
womens ' sexual organs *mass arrest a mother with 
her 10-month old baby and a grandmother of 80 years 
old are among the over 10, 000 prisoners languishing 
in the junta's concentration camps

Just like the U.S imperialists, it is this 
same junta that the Soviet Union parades as "Social
ist" and "Marxist-Lenmist".

The junta is currently besieged by an un
precedented popular struggle That's why the pre
sent campaign of attrocities is specifically directed 
against the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Party 
(EPRP) — a party which is leading this massive op
position and which enjoys the support of the majority 
of the people WE CALL UPON ALL FREEDOM LO
VING PEOPLE TO JOIN US IN THE VIGIL AT THE 
U N We demand

—  Immediate stop to the house-to-house search 
and state of emergency'''

—  Immediate stop to toiture and summary 
executions I '

—  Immediate release of all democratic 
political prisoners ' ' '

U.S. and RUSSIA HANDS OFF ETHIOPIA' ''

. ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS UNION IN NORTHAMERICA
ETHIOPIAN WOMEN STUDY GROUP IN N A

DATE THURSDAY APRIL 14 - 11 A M 
until

FRIDAY APRIL 15 - 6 P M

IN FRONT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
1st AVE between 42nd & 43rd Sts

ORDER NOW  FROM LPR (ML) ' *

$1  00

SOVIET 
‘ S O C IA L- 
IMPERIALISM :

SAVAGE ENEMY OF THE 
REVOLUTION, SOCIALISM 
AND THE PEOPLES OF 
THE WHOLE WORLD

b e p r i n t s  t r o m  Albania Today* n o  i

I fu b l i  h o d  b y  T h o  L e a g u e  f o  P o l e t 'a  i a n  e v o l u t  o n  M L

$
f
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.. continued from page 10

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE 

DOMINICAN PEOPLE

M U N I S T  F O R U M

Phis month we commemorate the 12th anniversary of 
the glorious insurrection of April 1965 The popular 
m asses in Santo Domingo proved in these heroic 
deeds that they are willing and capable of struggling 
for their freedom That the Yankee im perialists and 
their puppet government in Santo Domingo will be 
defeated that the m asses, arms in hand,wlll extend 
revolutionary justice to these ehnchmen of their 
people

The struggle of the Dominican people against their 
principal enemy, Yankee Imperialism continues 
This struggle is part of the world-wide proletarian 
revolution It is part of that irresistible trend of h is 
tory which is Revolution. It is part of the struggle 
of the Third World which is dealing blow after blow 
to  Yankee imperialism and Soviet socialim perialism , 
and all reaction

In demarcating the forces of the people, the masses 
with the proletariat and its ML Party as vanguard, 
from those of the enemy, headed by yankee imperia
lism , the Dominican revolutionaries must be vigi
lant against the enemy dressed in "red ' who strives 
to  infiltrate the revolutionary forces in order to  un
dermine it from within Such enemy is International 
revisionism headed by Sovidt social imperialism 
These revisionists have a foothold in the Dominican 
Republic through the traiterous and counterrevolution
ary Dominican Communist Party, whom the Domi
nican people will justly  punish as lackeys of impe
rialism

The struggle of the Dominican people for national 
liberation and socialism  will be victorious to  the 
extent that it rely on the struggle of the m asses 
(in a w orker-peasant alliance), unite all patriotic 
forces against the principal enemy (Yankee-Balaguer 
dictatorship) and based on its own strength take 
the road of protracted war and New Democratic Re
volution, guided by their party and with the invin
cible weapon of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE DOMINICAN PEOPLE '

SUPPORT M-L PRESS I

APRIL 24 UNITY COMMITTEE
TO CELEBRATE GLORIOUS APRIL INSURRECTION

SUNDAY

A P R I L  24
COMMEMORATION OF THE 12th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE APRIL INSURRECTION 
11 A.M. - CAR CARAVAN FROM

138th ST. & BROADWAY 
2 P.M. - RALLY

SPONSOR APRIL 24 UNITY COMMITTEE

THURSDAY

A P R I L  2 8
PICKET IN FRONT OF THE U.N.

FIRST AVE & 42nd ST 
4 - 6  P.M.

TO DENOUNCE THE YANKEE INVASION 
OF APRIL 28, 1965

SPONSOR APRIL 24 UNITY COMMITTEE

ORDER FROM

LEAGUE FOR PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION (M-L) 
P O Box 513 TRIBORO STATION 
NEW YORK NEW YORK 10035

SUNDAY

M A Y  1

CELEBRATE 

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS' DAY

3  P . M .  -  P . M .

P . S .  161  -  A U D IT O R IU M

4 9 9  W . 1 3 3  S T .  B E T .  A M STER DA M  &  C O N V E N T A V E .  

(A C R O S S  C IT Y  C O L L E G E )

INTERNATIONAL MAYDAY COMMITTE

10th  S treet Bookshop 
2 2 4  E. 10 S t.

te l.  4 7 3 -8 7 3 6 j 

Ion. - S a t. l -6 p m "

composed of cadres , other Marxist-Leninists, as 
well as advanced and intermediate workers, and 
rank and file caucuses or workers’ committees that 
group together any worker that is in disposition to 
struggle for a democratic union, against national 
oppression, women's oppression, etc All these 
forms of organization allow us to make out of every 
factory a fortress for communism.

Of all these forms, the most important is the fac
tory nucleus It is this form which in the last ana
lysis guarantees that the line of the party (today - 
of the Marxist-Leninist organization or collective) 
is implemented in the shops. However, only those 
who know of factory nucleus because they have 
read it in a book will mechanically say that the way 
to develop work in a factory is by first developing 
a factory nucleus, then the co re and finally the 
rank and file caucus We agree with the Marxist - 
Leninist Collective in that this is not a mechanical 
question of first one then the other, independent of 
conditions

In practice this varies from factory to factory To 
build a factory nucleus, we need to have a certain 
amount of cadres in the same factory So, if we 
begin with the factory nucleus we would have to 
build it by placing the necessary cadres in every 
factory we are to work in What happens if there 
is only one or two cadres working in a factory?
What happens if there is only one contact ? In these 
cases, which are the rule rather than the exception 
in this period of gathering forces, we first develop 
the core which has as its aims the creation of a rank 
and file caucus, development of communist work 
within the factory , preparation of shop newsletters, 
the development of a study circle, etc (There 
are cases in which the rank and file caucus already 
exists previous to our work in the factory, m 
which case we would incorporate the core, as 
soon a s it is formed into the caucus) Our work 
within the core, within the rank and file caucus 
and within the study circle, as well as the com
munist propaganda and agitation that we put out 
in the factory allows us to develop, win, train and 
consolidate the advanced workers that will event
ually make up our factory nucleus

What is important, we repeat, is that the develop
ment of factory nuclei is a task for the present 
moment, not for after the party is formed In 
fact, only by organizing ourselves along the lines 
of factory nuclei, by implementing democratic- 
centralism and by practising criticism-self-cnti- 
cism in our organizations in this pre-party period, 
will we be able to fulfill our central task the 
building of a Marxist-Lemnist Communist Party 
in the U S

Further more, we differ with the views of the 
Marxist-Lemnist Collective on (1) the composi
tion of the cores which is limited by the MLC to 
Marxist-Leninists and "advanced workers who have 
been won to communism" LPR-ML includes inter
mediate workers in the cores it develops , as well 
as advanced workers who are not communists (2)the 
basis of unity in the core and that "there has to 
be unity at least on the following fundamental ques
tions of Marxism-Leninism recognition of the 
need for proletarian revolution by armed struggle, 
the role of the party, the role of the state, the 
character of national oppression under capitalism 
We believe this is too general a way m which to 
define the type of unity that has to exist among 
different organizations, collectives or individuals 
in order to carry out joint practice Struggling 

.against the tendency to establish unity exclusively 
on these terms,we pointed out in our position

Let s establish first what we don t mean Members 
of the core do not have to agree with every position 
qf our organization That would be equivalent (com
plete unity) to placing non-organization members 
under the democratic centralism (which In practice 
would turn out to be only centralism) of the organi
zation! This would be In fact^ an error Neither 
do we mean unity on a series of general formulations 
or abstractions (Fundamental unity Is determined 
not only In terms of Issues but more Importantly In 

terms of how we achieve this unity, how we deepen 
It and how it Is manifested in our common revolution
ary practice Thus, core members not only have unity 
with the line of the organization on key questions - 
e g need-for a Party proletarian revolution, armed 
struggle, role ‘of the state etc -  but also they have 
been tested In practice In terms of their disposition 
to (ap straggle for that line, (b) participate In its 
further development (through 1 Implementation of 
the line and sum-up of the work * 2 study of Marx
ism-Leninism Mao Tse-tung thought and 3 criticism 
and self-crtlclsm ) In a nutshell, members of our 
cores are individuals that have been tested in the 
heat of the class struggle^ Individuals that come 
forward In different struggles that are led by our 
cores This ^fundamental unity will be tested not 
only by the propaganda carried out with them on a 
one to one basis but also by the stand and view
point they show towards our propaganda and agitation 
as well as towards the mass work we are Involved 
In Recruitment to the core is then based on whether 
In practice they show in fact that fundamental urlty 
with the line of the organization (Each core should 
discuss this question based on particular examples 
of Individuals that the core Is in contact with or re
lating to In order to deepen our understanding 
of this But remember that unity that has not been 
tested is no unity )
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Overall we it as positive that other comrades are 
taking up the question of building cores and urge 
honest Marxist-Leninists to continue this work and 
to continue to use the Communist Forum to develop 
the discussion on this and other important matters.
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