
Actions 
Combat 
Capitalists'_ 
Election 
Of tensive 

The elections 76 roadshow spectacular is touring 
every nook and cranny of the country, as the capitalist 
ruling class tries to get people to cast their ·vote of con­
fidence in the system no matter which candidate they 
choose. But as the candidates have tried to ,carry their 
poison to the people in the TV debates and through per· 
sonal appearances at factories, schools and elsewhere, 
organized forces of the working class have been there 
to expose the capi_talist interests the election farce serves 
and to advance the real interests.of the working class. 

The bourgeoisie's election campaign has had to be 
even more widely promoted this year than usual because 
so much of their political and economic system has be­
come exposed to people in the last few years. This 
capitalist political offensive is being met by a political 
campaign of the working class, which will culminate in 
mass demonstrations on election day, November 2. 
These demonstrations and other actions are being callea 
nationally by the Unemployed Workers Organizing 
Committee (UWOC). joined locally by other organiza· 
tions under the slogan "Politicians Fight for$$ Inter· 
ests-We Must Fight for Our Own!" and demandillg 
"Jobs, Not Hot Air!" 

The Debates 

THe main gimmick in the capitalists' electoral arsen· 
al this year has been the TV debates, which have been it 
all but force-fed to people by the elimin11tion of all 
other national TV programming and the tremendous 
amount of publicity that they've been surrounded with. 
These debates, explained .one bourgeois newspaper, 
"hopefully might stir public interest at a time when 
participation in the political process is discouragingly 
low." But in fact workers and others have seized on 
these debates as a good time to fig~t for another kind 
of interest altogether. At the first two, the slogans 
rang out loud and clear, even though the TV and news­
papers tried to ignore them. 

On the night of the first Ford-Carter debate in Phila­
delphia on "domestic issues," 300 workers, veterans, 
students and youth demonstrated outside, and the 
chant "Democrats, Republicans, We Don't Cafe-:- We 
Want Jobs, Not Hot Air I" filled the streets. While 
inside the hall Ford and Carter were busy calling each 
other liars and generally proving that the only impor­
tant difference between them was who they thought 
should live in the White House, the demonstrators out· 
side were putting out the stand of the working class, 
"We Won't Get Stepped On By the Elephant or Kicked 
by the Donkey ." Speakers pointed out that for all 
their publicized battles, both candidates;-like all poli· 
ticians, are really fighting to serve the interests of the 
rich owners and businessmen who run this country, 
and the people of this country have to fight against 
ttleir class for our own interests. 

The first debate failed to do as much as the capi­
talists had hoped, exactly because there was so little 
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Thousands of Ford workers saw their 76 contract as ·a way of fighting years of attlleks, Including proposed takeaways. 
The rank and file acted on this from the beginning to the end of the·,strike. (left) Walkout at Milpitas, Ca. Ford plant 
on night strike began. fright) AWUF demonstrators at union council meeting let the top officials know what the rank 
and file feels about the settlement being pushed on them. 

Despite Ford Sellout 

Auto Workers 
Advance Struggle 
The national Ford strike of 170,000 workers has 

been settled after four weeks although a number of 
local contract fights continue around the country. The­
focus of struggle in the auto industry now shifts to 
the other auto firms: Chrysler, General Motors and 

· AMC. 
AlthOU!f.h a sellout contract was finally forced 

- on the Ford strikers, significant gains were made in the 
battle of the rank and file to break the chains of the 
two headed monster: the auto companies and the UAW 
International leadership. Not only did the contract 
barely (and questionably) squeak through among Ford 
skilled tradesmen, who vote separately on the contract, 
but the 40% "no'' vote among production workers was 
one of the largest rejection votes in UAW history. 
These blows delivered to the Ford sellout seriously un­
dermine the momentum the International UAW hopes 
to bring to its attempts for similar sellouts at Chrysler, 
GM and AMC. 

By playing a very active role in exposing the Ford 
sellout and bringing out the real demands of the rank 
and file, Auto Workers United to Fight (AWUFl grew 
in influence from a loose amalgamation of chapters 
around the country into a significant social force in the 
auto industry, looked to more and more by thousands 
of auto workers during the strike as a nationwide cen· 
ter for pointing the way forward and leading the strug· 
gle against both the auto companies and the top offi· 
cials of the UAW. These gains are sure to have a big 
effect on the devefopment of future struggles in auto 
as well as an influence on struggles throughout the 
working class. 

Well into August it was clear that the capitalists 

were going all out to avoid a protracted strike in the 
auto industry when t~e contract expired on Septem­
ber 14. They knew both the power that a long term 
national auto strike could have in dealing a blow to 
their "economic recovery" (of profits) as well as the 
influence it could have on workers outside the C!Uto in· 
du~ry. According to the bourgeois press, auto workers 
were too highly paid and too contented, or at least 
too worried by recent layoffs, to go out on.strike. 

. In these efforts the bourgeoisie was aided by Leon· 
ard Woodcock and the rest of the UAW Executive 
Board. One UAW official referred to the early days of 
bargaining as "a love in." Woodcock himself stated 
that "there are no issues out there for our people to 
get emotional about." To justify their do-nothing 
stance the UAW bureaucracy spread the political line 
that auto workers were only asking for "their fair 
share, equity in the companies' huge profi~s"-in other 
words, the auto workers and the auto companies had 
a mutual interest in keeping profits high. Since ttiese 
profits have been increased through grinding speedup, 
job combinations, forced overtime, layoffs, etc., this 
political line laid the basis for the U'AW leadership avoid­
ing these real issues throughout the negotiations wttjle 
making phony demands primary. 

Takeaways 

. Confe~nc8 on lnter~iiOna1 I 

But It soon became clear that the Ford Motor Co., 
together with the other auto companies. was out to use 
the contract talks as a way to push through some out· 
rageous takeaways. Despite their overall profits rising 
in the last few quarters,. with cutthroat competition 
between them very intense, with more outlays neces· 
sary for automation and new model changeovers, their 
rate of profit was down. Ford proposed that the rank 
and file pay much of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
health costs, probationaries take a pay Cl!t of $1 an 
hour, the grievance procedure be changed to tighten 

Situation Nov.13 see p. 7 
up on the right to strike, and other attacks. 

During this time AWUF exposed the nature of the 
negotiations that were taking place. A national demon­
stration and conference were called, the third issue of 
a national newsletter and many local leaflets distributed, 
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1000 angry workersf docto~ and people from the C<?mmunity mobilized on Sept. 24 to demand the opening of North 
Centra( Bronx ~f:!SPttal. This str':1ggle has won a ma1or victory, forcing the city to agree to open NCB, and is 8 big ad­
vance m orgamzmg the mass resistance to the New York City cuts. 

Big 
Advance 
In.NYC 
Crisis 
Fight 
It is less than a year since President Ford signed the 

federal aid bill for New York City and giant headlines 
blared out "City Saved." But for the majority of peo­
ple in the Big Apple this "salvation" just means things 
are going to hell a little faster. As

0 

the attacks on the 
people of New York have snowballed, resistance has 
grown on many fronts, especially around health care. 
The recent battle to open a newly-built hospital in the 
Bronx, one of NYC's five boroughs, highlights the na­
ture of the struggle in the city today. 

The famous three year save-the-city plan Ford an­
nounced lasi Thanksgiving basically provided for three 
years of federal loans, to be repaid pronto. This "aid" 
rounded out an elaborate plan supposedly designed to 
end New York City's budget deficit (which was then· 
$700 million) and get the city back into the municipal 
bond mark.et which had been closed to it since March, 
1975, when the city's financial crisis began getting 
really severe. The city debt was refinanced so bond­
holders would have to wait a little longer for their pay- , 
ments, a far more pleasant prospect for them than out­
right default. The civil service u11.ion hacks connived 
with the city to "invest" millions of dollars of their 
members' pension money in practically worthless city 
securities. • 

Cutbacks at Heart of Plan 

But the foundation of this plan was budget cuts on 
a monster scale, cuts that are dealing a crushing blow 
to the quality of life for people in New York. In the 
last year 51 ,000 city workers have been laid off, a 
dozen firehouses padlocked, the bulk of the city's day-

, care centers shut down and cultural and recreational 
facilities cut back or dosed. 

Four main areas were singled out for attack: Tran­
sit, where fares were raised 15 cents and service cut 
back drastically; the City University system, where the 
open admissions. program won seven years ago was cut 
out and tuition imposed for the first time; the regular 
school system, where 10% of the schools have been 
shut down; and health care, where a third of the city's 
hospitals and over 50 clinics have been axed. 

Hardest hit by these attacks have been Black and 
Latin people who fought for years for victories like 
open admissions and clinics in t~e ghettoes, and who 
are the most dependent on the city's services. 

The scale and intensity of these attacks make it 
clear that New York City is the front line in the attempt 
by the capitalist class to solve the "crisis of the cities," 
which is just one symptom of the overall crisis in their 
rotting system. Over the years, the struggle of the 
working class and masses of people for a better life 
has wrung from the capitalists many concessions in the 
form of different services provided by the various 
levels of the government . Of course, as with any con-

cessions, the capitalists have tried to snatch back these 
services and, failing that, make the people themselves 
pay for them through higher taxes and speeding up 
civil service workers. 

Unleashing such massive attacks, the ruling class 
knew, would create plenty of new problems. And they 
have been as careful as possible in their approach to 
these. Day by day they chip away at services, a Cut· 
back here, a layoff there, a closing in some other 
borough, chip, chip, chip. When, as happened last 
spring, massive cuts simultaneously in many areas can­
not be avoided, they try to say ''Whew, that was rough, 
but we're still alive and now we're over the hump and 
everything's on the up and up from here:·· And of 
course the usual propaganda barrage about city spirit 
and sacrifice and so on is being run down by every 
paper, every politician, every public figure and also 
many athletes, entertainers and so on. 

Streamlined Rule \ . 

Along with this familiar hand-is-quicker-than-the­
eye method of attack, the capitalists have had to make 
some rather interesting adjustments in the very way 
they rule to try and push their program through. Local 
politicians, no matter how loyal to the ruling class, 
want re-election and are too sensitive to pressur.es from 
various interest groups. The City Council and the rest 
of the usual machinery for passing laws js too stow and 
inefficient. Early in the city crisis, N.Y. State set up 
the Emergency Financial Control Board (tFCB), made 
up of leading bankers, businessmen andtpoliticians. 
This Board streamlines capitalist administration in NYC 
by giving ordercS to the city government to Implement 
and serves as a form of struggle among the capitalists. 

For all its power, the EFCB has two giant headaches 
on its hands. One is that its brainchild, the three year 
save-New .York plan, is only digging the capitalists into 
a deeper hole. The first year of budget cuts has already 
post the city tens of millions of dollars in state and 
~ederal grants and matching funds because the program 
getting the grant or the funds being matched are gone. 
Layoffs and inflation have forced more people onto 
welfare. The budget deficit has kept on growing, and 
now tops the one billion dollar mark I The cuts so far 
haven't done the job and ECFB spokesmen say "The 
worst is yet to come." They refuse to report their 
plans for the coming year, except to say the budget 
cuts for years two and three of the plan will be 5 times 
what they were for the first year and that the only, way 
to judge what this will mean is on the basis of the at­
tacks so far! Even if some miracle succeeds in balan­
cing the city budget by late 1978, the fact is that not 
only will they tear the city apart in doing it but that, 
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balanced budget or not, no bank is going to sink even 
small change into NYC bonds from now on anyway. 

Mass Resistance 

T~ other problem facing the EFCB-not to mention 
the class they belong to and are working so. hard to res­
cue-is the masses of peo-ple. The attacks so far have 
met widespread resistance from people in New York. 
They have occupied firehouses, daycare centers, health 
facilities and libraries to keep them open. They have 
marched, petitioned, demonstrated, gone on rent strike. 
Ev~ry week, fresh attacks bring hundreds of. people 
into battle. Although the struggle so far has been spon­
taneous, scattered (tending to focus on one or another 
particular issue), and has suffered many setbacks, the 
fact is that conditions for more powerful, organized 
and sustained struggle in New York City are ripening. ' 

This is all the more true because of the degree to 
which "leaders" like politicians, trade unicm officials, 
ministers and other "community spokesmen': have 
lied, doubletalked and in the end gone along with at­
tack after attack on the living standards of the people. 
Their appeals to rely on the political process are going 
to ring even hollower as the people are to be battered 
by assaults five times as intense and wide ranging as 
those they have already suffered. 

People in New York City are very conscious of the 
questions they face : What is happening here? Whose 
fault is it? Can anything be done? How can we fight? 
The situation is ripe for the working class to take up 
the struggle around the city crisis in a big way

0

, to unite 
with other sections of the people under attack and to 
aim the struggle sharply against the ruling class whose 
crisis it is. 

August Hospital Strike 

This is the direction in which the struggle in NYC 
has been moving. August saw the first major walkout 
by city workers since the sanitation strike of 1975. 
When 1300 new hospital layoffs were announced, 
18,000 hospital workers citywide hit the bricks. Doc­
tors and nurses rallied to their sides; workers from 
other industries and pe~plefrom the communities 
around the ~ospitals joined the picket lines. The 
militant strikers were picking up momentum until the 
leaders of their union, District Council 37 (DC37) of 
the American Federation of State, County and Munici­
pal Employees (AFSCME) pulled the rug by "saving" 
the jobs-at the expense of giving up the $450 cost of 
living allowance the workers had coming! 

Despite this sellout, the strike was overall a victory. 
Not only did it block a major round of layoffs, but it 
pointed the road ahead, showing that the crisis C8l1 be 
fought successfully by uniting broad numbers of peo­
ple behind the working class around demands that 
speak for the interests of the masses and hit at the real 
enemy. 

NY-NJ United Workers Organization 

The New York-New Jersey United Workers Organ­
ization (UWO) has been discussing and fighting the city 
crisis since the UWO was formed by rank and file groups 
and individuals in different industries early this year. 
The group exists to 1.ake up key battles of the workers 
as well as those of other sections of the people and 
build them into broad campaigns of the working class. 

The UWO summed up from studying and analyzing 
the situation, taking active part in battles like the 
DC37 strike, and taking the question of the crisis to 
fellow workers in the shops that the attacks on health 
care were the key issue to build at the present time. It 
effects broad numbers of people sharply. Furthermore, 
it is a sharp and shocking exposure of t~e EFCB and 
the ruling class who are more than willing to let people 
suffer and die for lack of medical attention when it is 
diotated by their economic and political interests. 

The attacks on health care in New York have been 
sharpest in the Bronx. Over the last year and a half, 
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~lass Struggle Key Link 

ChineSe le Will C8rry0ut 
's Line, Continue Revolution 

With the death of Mao Tsetung and its aftermath. 
and Or) the basis of reading the special supplement on 
his contributions in last month's Revolution (and the 

·supplement in The Worker newspapers across the coun· 
try), many workers and other people have raised the 
question: what will happen_now in China, with Mao 
gone will the revolution continue? 

We can only answer that we are confident that the 
Chinese people, who suffered so greatly under the old 
society and who have struggled so heroically, with the 
leadership of Mao Tsefung and the Chinese Commun­
ist Party, to overthrow their exploiters and oppressors 
and to create a new socialist society under working 
class rule, will-guided by Mao's line and teachings­
carry forward their great revolutionary struggle and de· 
feat one after another the attempts to prevent their 
further advance and drag them back to the old society. 

But, some people have asked, what guarantee is 
there that the revolution will not be turned around, 
as happened in the Soviet Union? The answer is that 

,, there is and can be no absolute guarantee of this kind, 
because, as Mao himself repeatedly emphasized in lead­
ing the revalution in China, and pointing the way for· 
ward for workers and oppressed people around the 
world, even in a socialist society such as China today 
there are still classes and class struggle, there is still the 
basis for bourgeois forces to seize power from the work­
ing class" and for capitalism to be restored. 

Socialist revolution is bound to-triumph and com­
munism-a society without class differences-is bound 
to be achieved, not only in China, but throughout the 
world. But, along the road, there can be reverses and 
temporary setbacks, even after the working class has 
overthrown the old exploiters and established its own 
rule, the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The basis for preventing capitalist restoration is for 
the working class led by its Party to constantly raise 
tts level of consciousness of the science of revolution 
-Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought-in the 
course of struggle against the forces of capitalism and 
to unite the broad masses of people to continue mak­
ing revolution to eliminate, step by step, the inequali­
ties and other things left over from capitalist society 
which provide the breeding ground for capitalists to 
arise and the potential for capitalism to be restored. 

This~s the direction that Mao gave in leading the 
Chinese people's revolutfon down to his dying breath 
and ~ich has led them to victory after victory in de· 
fending and consolidating their rule, building socialism 
and beating back attempts to reverse the revolution. 
Within the past two years he pointed out that, while 
in the main socialist forms of ownership had been esta­
blished in China, "Our coµntry at present practices a 
commodity system, the wage system is unequal, too, 
as in the eight-grade wage scale, and so forth. Under 
the dictatorship of the proletariat such things can only 
be restricted. Therefore if people like Lin Piao come 
to power, it will be quite easy for them to rig up the 
capitalist system. That is why we should do more read­
ing of Marxist-Leninist works." 

Here Mao was summarizing crucial lessons for the 
working class. Lin Piao himself, a former leader of the 
Chinese Communist Party and state who became a com- -
plete traitor to the revolution, was already gone from 
the scene, having died In a plane crash while fleeing to 
the Soviet Union, after his treachery, including an at­
tempt to assassinate Mao, had been uncovered and de­
feated. But, despite the fact that Lio Piao was dead, 
Mao, applying exactly the opposite method of the 
bourgeoisie, went beyo9d merely dealing with a plot 
and led the mas54!s in going deeply into tJ'le line of Lin 
Piao, recognizing its revisionist nature and developing 
a mass campaign to criticize and oppose it at its roots. 

Mao speaks of "people like Lin Piao." Who are such 
people? They are those who emerge within the Com· 
munist Party and sociaJist state, especially at its top 
levels, who take their positions of leadership as the 
basis for pushing their own private interests and try to 
use them as the basis for restoring capitalism, which is 
based on the private accumulation 'by a small handful 
of the wealth produced socially by the masses of work­
ing people. 

Bourgeois Right 

But why, as Mao stresses, would it be quite easy for 
such people to rig up the capitalist system if they come 
to power? Because, as he points out, the commodity 
system, wage differentials, and what is called "bour­
geois right" still exist under socialism. 

This means that the communist principle of "from 
each according to his ability , to each according to his 

needs" is not and cannot be yet realized; instead the 
guiding principle is "from each according to his ability, 
to each according to his work." 

And further 1 money is and must be used to exchange 
commodities. Although workers are no longer forced 
to sell their labor power and no one lives by exploiting 
the labor power of others, workers.are still paid wages 
with which they must buy the means of life-food, 
clothing, etc., as well as entertainment and so on. And 
workers with greater skill and knowledge must still be 
paid higher wages than those with less skill and know- . 
ledge. 

More, even where wages are equal, two different 
people have different sized families, different numbers 
of people in the family working, and so on, so that 
"equal pay" results in actual inequality. 

In addition, in the countryside in China, socialist 
ownership does not, in the main, take the form of state 
ownership, but collective ownership by groups of 
peasants, organized into communes. These communes 
sell products to the state, and income is divided among 
the different peasants according to their work, and 
some other standards. Here, too, commodity relations 
and exchange through money continue to exist. 

As Mao states, all this can only be restricted-and 
not fully eliminated-unctsr socialism. Its final elimin­
ation will only come with the achievement of com111un· 
ism. 

In fact, as Mao also pointed out, "Lenin spoke of 
building a bourgeois state without capitalists to safe­
guard bourgeois right. We ourselves have built just 
such a state." This, in fact, is exactly what the pro­
letarian state, the dictatorship of the working class, 
is. Mao, and Lenin, refet to it as a "bourgeois state 
without capitalists" because, on the one hand it is a 
state controlled by the masses of workers, not by the 
capitalist exploiters; on the other hand, however, the 
fact that a state is still necessary indicates that there 
is still a need to suppress.a part ot society-though, 
again, in the case of the proletarian state, as opposed 
to all other, previous forms of states, it is the majority 
of working people wflo suppress the minority of 
would-be exploiters, to prevent the restoration of a 
system of exploitation. 

But it is also a "bourgeois state without capitalists," 
I 

because forms and relations which chara~terize capi-
talism-such as commodity relations and bourgeois 
right-still exist and are administered by state institu­
tions, and along with this there, are still the "three 
great differences" in society: between mental and 
manual work, between workers and peasants and bef­
ween town and countryside. 

Basis oJ Class Struggle 

These differences and inequatities, sores and scars 
on society left over from capitalism, all provide the 
basis for class differences, for capitalist forces to be 
created, and for capitalism to be restored. What out-

. look to take toward all this, and what policies to adopt 
to deal with this situation, is and will remain for some 
time, the focus of sharp struggle within China, and all . 
socialist countries. In essence this is a class struggle, 
a struggle between the working class in power and the 
forces of capitalism within socialist society itself. 

The line of the working class in this situation is to . 
restrict the differences, and inequalities, the operation 
of the commodity system and bourgeois right, to re­
duce them, step by step, in order to finally eliminate 
them. The line of the bourgeoisie is to give full sway 
to these differences and inequalities, to expand the 
sphere of operation of the commodity system, bour­
geois right, etc. But, of course, since the socialist sys­
tem has been established and the hatred of the masses 
for capitalism, and their determination not to be drag­
ged back to It, are seared deep and the need to advance 
toward communism is increasingly deeply grasped by 
ever broader sections of the people, bourgeois forces 
under these circumstances cover their line with claims 
that it will help speed up the process of building so­
cialism and achieving copimunism. This means that 
the clas~ruggle underjsocialism is not only sharper 
than under capitalism15ince the bourgeoisie is fighting 
to restore its rule and system of exploitation and pre­
vent its elimination as'a class-but is also more compli­
cated. 

The history of China, since the founding of the 
People's Republic in 1949, has been a history shaped 
exactly by such acute and complex struggles. With the 
founding of the People's Republic, the Imperialists, 
feudal landlords and bureaucrat-capitalists (capitalists 
who used the state to accumulate capital to exploit 

,I 
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workers) who plundered old China were defeated. 
But immediately the question was sharply posed: which 
road will China now take, the road of socialism, or 
the capitalist road7 

There were many. including people within the 
Chinese Communist Party itself, who had joined the 
revolution in its first stage, before the liberation of the 
country, and fought to overthrow the old order, be­
cause it left no room for them to develop their own 
fortunes. For them, the revolution had now gone far 
enough; the old exploiters were overthrown, and it 
was their tum to set themselves up, "in business." 

Their line and outlook, their class nature, was well 
described by Lenin, who wrote, "As for those who look 
1lt the victory over the capitalists in the way that the 
petty proprietors look at it-:'they grabbed, let me have 
a go too'-indeed, every one of them is the source of 
a new generation of bourgeois." And, in fact, while 
the-old exploiting classes do pose a real threat to so­
cialism, especially in its first years of existence, in so­
cialist society it is the new bourgeoisie who constitute 
the greatest danger-after all the old exploiters are 
generally well known and deeply hated by the masses, 
while the new bourgeoisie ·are generally me!llbers of 
the revolutionary party in power. 

In China these people resisted the socialist trans­
formation of ownership. But, again, they covered 
themselves by pointing to the fact that the socialist 
transformation of ownership had to be accomplished 
step by step, and could not be done in one stroke. In 
China, at tbat time, while the means of production 
formerly owned by the imperialists, landlords and 
bureaucrat-capitalists were immediately confiscated, 
it was necessary to phase out ownership by smaller ca­
pitalists in the cities over a period of years and to deve­
lop collective ownership among the peasants in the 
countryside step by step, leading the masses of peasants 
to advance from one stage to the next. The capitalist 
forces at that time, especially the new bourgeoisie with­
in the Communist Party and government, came up 
with "theories" about how capitalism is necessary and 
"exploitation is a merit." In short, they wanted, to ex­
pand, not restrict, capitalist ownership. 

Through sharp struggle, throughout society and 
within the Communist Party, these particular "capital­
ist roaders," as they came to be called, were defeated. 
By 1956, socialist ownership had, in the main, been 
established, in both town and countryside-although, 
in tpe countryside socialist forms of ownership were 
still at a primitive stage of development. 

Ongoing Struggle Between Two Roads 

But, due to the legacy of domination and exploita­
tion by imperialism, feudalism ~nd bureaucrat-capital­
ism, China's economy remained still relatively back­
ward, with a low level of machinery and technology. 
Again, at this point, in the late 1960s, sharp struggle 
broke out, especially within the Party and state, about 
the roaa forward for developing China's economy . 
Once again, this was a struggle between the socialist 
road and the capitalist road, but now it was notlover 
preserving private ownership in exactly the same way 
as before. 

The capitalist roaders insisted that the Chinese peo­
ple could not develop the economy mainly through 
their own efforts, that they had to go slow in soci<ilist 
construction and rely on foreign countries for machin­
ery and technology and that, in the countryside in 
particular, development of higher forms of socialist 
o~nership would have to wait until industry-relyin!F 
on foreign "aid,:' which really meant plunder by for­
eign capitalists-could provide them with the basis for 
mechanization. 

At the same time they pushed the line in military 
affairs, not of relying on the political cons~iousness of 
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China ... 
Continued from Page 3 
the soldiers anc masses of people as the decisive factor 
and not on the strategy of people's war to defeat ag­
gressors, which had won liberation in China in the first 
place, but on weaponry as the decisive factor and on 
the organization of the armed forces along essentially 
the same lines of structure and command as bourgeois 
armies. While it has been important to modernize 
China's weaponry' the kind of armed forces they want­
ed to build would have required a distortion of the 
economy and also reliance on foreign countries for 
military hardware. In fact these people pushed de­
per>dence on the Soviet Union in particular at the very 
time it was trying to bring China under its domination. 

Once again, through sharp struggle, these capitalist 
roaders were defeated, despite the fact that in the years 
1959·61 China suffered serious natural disasters and 
the sabotage of the capitalist roaders in power in the 
Sovi'lt IJ'lb:-i, 1.ed ~Y Khrushchev, who withdrew assis­
tance-even blueprints for uncompleted factories­
when China refused to accept Soviet domination. And 
the result of this struggle was that the Chinese people 
overcam~ these obstacles and not only prevented capi­
talist rcstorstion !Jut made great leaps in the develop­
ment of their economy. 

Through all these struggles, it was Mao Tsetung who 
led the masses of Chinese people in defeating the capital· 
ist roaders and advancing in socialist revolution and so­
cialist construction. The Party was also strengthened. 
But, despite the great adyances, China's economy was 
still at the developing stage, and for this and other rea­
sons indicated earlier, the basis for bourgeois forces 
to arise within socialist society still existed. 

In fact, these bourgeois forces, headed b.y Liu Shao­
chi, then President of the People's Republi¢ and se­
cond-ranking member of the Communist Party, had 
succeeded in gaining a powerful foothold in the social­
ist state and a powerful apparatus within the Commun­
ist Party. 

With these positions, they worked to t urn the Party · 
and state into a basis for capitalist restoration. In parti­
cular, in the sphere of culture, they kept portraying on 
the stage representatives of the exploiting classes and 
promoting the outlook of the exploiters in every way 
they could. 

Among the Party members and government employ­
ees they pushed the poisonous idea that they should 
"work hard" so as to advance themselves. They tried 
to camouflage this with talk about combining public 
and private interests, which actually meant that the 
thing to do was to appear to work for the public in­
t erest in order to advance personal interest. 

Among the masses they pushed bonuses, piece-work 
and capitalist-iype rules and regulations of work, with 
the aim of getting the workers to compete amor.ig them­
selves and forcing them to produce, not in the interests 
of the working class to advance society, but for the 
benefit of administrators and managers who were given 
control over the enter;:>rises. All this, they said, would 
"develop prpduction," which, according_ to them was 
the key to building socialism and achieving communism. 
In fact, what it came down to was production for the 
benefit of these bourgeois forces. 

Obviously, by this ti me, in the ,early 1960s, the situ­
ation had become very serious. As Mao was to sum up 
later, "From my observations, I am afraid that in a 
fairly large majority of factories-I don't mean all or 
the overwhelming majority-leadership was not in the 
hands of real Marxists and tile masses of workers. Not 
that there were no good people in the leadership of 
the factories. There were ... But they followed t hat 
line of Liu Shao-chi's, just resorting to material incen­
tive, tJutting profit in command and, instead of pro­
moting proletarian iJQlitics, handing out bonuses, and 
so forth." In short, working class rule and socialism 
were in real danger of being destroyed from within. 

Cultural Revolulion 

During this period Mao and other revolutionary 
leaders worked to develop the means to mobilize the 
masses themselves to defeat these capitalist policies 
and to hit back at the capitalist roaders who promoted 
them. Finally, in 1966, such a form was developed­
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, called 
that because it began and had much of its focus around 
the question of revolutionizing cultur~, to sweep off 
the stage the representatives of the exploiting classes 
and their reactionary outJook and to replace them with 
figures and works of art and culture that put forward 
representatives of the working class and the masse~ 
themselves struggling not only to overthrow the old 
exploiters but to continue the revolution to defeat new­
ly arising bourgeois forces and root out the basis for 
capitalism. 

In a period of three years-1966-1969-the Cultural 
Revolution was waged in the form of great mass strug­
gles, involving hundreds of millions of people. Com­
pared to all previous struggles in new China, the Cul-
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tural Revolution was much more massive, widespread, 
much more sharply battled out and also much more 
complex. 

But through the course of this, the masses, led by 
Mao Tsetung, not only smashed the bourgeois head­
quarters of Liu Shao-chi in the Party and government, 
but made many new advances, not only In raising their 
consciousness, but in actually transforming relations 
and institutions in society, and in pushing forward pro­
duction. Political struggle, class struggle, was more 
and more clearly understoo~ to be the decisive factor 
in building socialism. 

Mao summed up the correct relationship between 
politics and economics, between fighting against capital­
ism and capitalist relations on the one hand and carry­
ing forward production on the other, in the slogan, 
"grasp revolution, promote production." This sum­
marized the great lesson that it is only by continuing 
the struggle to revolutionize society in all. spheres that 
the productive forces of society can be liberated; it was 
a concentration of the great truth expressed by Marx 
100 years earlier: "the greatest productive power is the 
revolutionary class itself:" 

This was a great blow against the capitalist roaders, 
who said that class struggle was unne~essary any longer 
in China, that it was "dying out," afld that the main 
task was to develop the productive'forces-by which 
they meant machinery and technology, negating the 

' fact that it is the working people themselves who create 
• these means of production in the first place and that 

what holds back their further development at this 
stage of history is not lack of hard work by the workers, 
but the fetters of capitalist relations. -

Through the Cultural Revolution many aspects of 
capitalist relations and remnants of the old exploiting 
society were dealt heavy blows-though they were not 
and could not be completely eliminated yet. Not only 
was culture transformed' to serve the working class in 
carrying forward the revolution, but bonuses and other 
"material incentives" (bribes to,get workers to competE• 
with each other) were struck down in many places and 
wage rates were simplified and wage differentials narrow­
ed. 
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uct'ive labor part of the Year was greatly strenth­
ened. The educational system was completely trans­
formed, putting the emphasis on linking theory with 
practice, study with-productive labor; and educated 
youth (the equivalent of high school graduates in this · 
country) were sentto work, especially in the country­
side, or into the People's Liberation Army, which also 
engaged in productive labor as well as military training. 

Engineers and other technical workers, cultural 
workers, doctors and others also began to take part in 
productive labor, together with the masses, whi le en· 
gineers, technicians, medical workers, cultural workers, 
were developed from among the masses themselves. 
With their consciousness raised through the stor~ of 
struggle in the Cultural Revolution, large numbers of 
workers repeatedly volunteered to do extra work with­
out pay-to help develop more backward areas, advance 
society and support revolution worldwide. 

Socialist New Things 

All these victories won through the Cultural Revolu­
tion, these policies and relations which reflected the 
further revolutionizing of society and the people, came 
to be called "socialist new things." They struck at the 
differences and inequalities left over from the old so­
ciety. fur<ther restricted bourgeois right and the opera­
tion of the commodity system, and dug away at the 
soil breeding capitalist forces. They were enthusiasti­
cally embraced by the masses of people. 

But, of course, they were .also hated and sabotaged 
whenever p0ssible by bourgeois forces, who saw the 
soil of capitalism, which had given rise to them in the 
first place, being dug up. They tried, in one form or ano­
ther to protect their "estates" of capitalist soil. And 
such bourgeois forces continued to arise, because al­
though some of the soil engendering them had been 
dug up, not all of it was, or could be. 

For this reason, Mao summed.up that, just as the 
Cultural Revolution "is absolutely necessary and most 
timely for consolidating the dictatorship of the pre>' a­
tariat, preventing capitalist restorat ion and building 
socialism," still "the present Great Proletarian Cultural 
Rev<'h1tion is only t he first; there will inevitably be 
many more in the future." 

Such revolutions would be necessary for a long 
time, Mao said, exactly because, as he recently em­
phasized once again, the basis for capitalist roaders 
to emerge in the leadership of the Communist Party is 
still there, and will be for a long time. Sure enough, , 
after the mass upsurge of the Cultural Revolution and 
even with the many victories, the "socialist new things," 
achieved through it, new bourgeois headquarters arose 
again within the Communist Party Central Committee. 

Lin Piao 

I 
Riding t~e crest of mass struggle, and the revolution-

ary rofe played by the People's liberation Army (PLA) 
during the high tide of that struggle, Lin Piao, then 
Defense Minister, t ried to use his position and the PLA 
as a power base to establish himself as head of the 
government, a position he hoped to use to strengthen 
an apparatus loyal to him to oppose Mao's leadership, 
to oppose the continuation of the revolution and to 
restore capitalism. 

Of course, because of Mao's immense popularity 
and deep respect among the masses of people, Lin out· 
did everyone else in declaring loyalty to Mao, but he 

Continued on Page 16 
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UMWA Convention 

Hacks Feud, 
Attack Rank& File 

The rank and file has always fought to build tnis 
Union and make it a ·fighting organization. But still it 
is run by this handful of self-5eekers backed up by the 
companies and government. They spend their hours 
hatching schemes for controlling the rank and file 
and waging the endless war over which hack will get 
his fingers into which pie . .. The time is coming for us 
to stop this sordid game [played] at our expense. This 
International Convention gives us a good opportun/ty. 
We must boldly expose these traitors to the rank and 
file for what they are. And we must unite to break all 
chains on the rank and file-from an open letter to the 
rank and file from the Miners Right to Strike Committee. 

The 47th Convention of the United Mine Workers of 
America was held in Cincinnati in the last week of 
September. Both rank and file miners and high union 
officials had a big stake in the outcome of this event. 
The top leadership of the UMWA viewed it as a chance 
to step up their efforts to put an end to the militant 
struggle of the rank and file. 

Since his elections, Miller, who rode to power on the 
back of a rank and file reform movement which smashed 
the grip of the old Boyle machine, has since been con· 
fronted with a massive upsurge of struggle coming from 
the ranks. There have been more than 4,355 strikes 
since the '74 contract was signed, including two major 
wildcats against the use of court injunqtions and for 
the riijht to strike that shut down the bulk of the na· 
tion's coalfields for several weeks each. From the 
momsnt he got elected, Miller's efforts have been direct­
ed to sabotaging and smashing the ·rank and file move· 
ment which he rode to power. The union hacks hoped 
to come out of the convention with a new collection 
of handcuffs and muzzles for the rank and file. 

The convention proceedings themselves were mark· 
ed by a series of attacks on mine workers from the lead· 
ership and by infighting between Arnold Miller and 
other union bureaucrats contending over who could best 
put the screws to the continuing struggle in the coal­
fields. But the voice of the rank and file was also 
strongly felt on some major issues· inside the conven­
tion. And there were many miners who weren't about 
to let the union officials pull of their shenanigans 
uncontested. 

While they billed the convention as "the voice of 
the rank and file," the International hacks did every­
thing they could to stop rank and file participation. 
Deleg!tes went to the convention not knowing what 
the agenda was and committee members were not al-

6 
lowed to tell anyone what had been or what was going 
to be discussed. 

Miller's 10 Point Program. 

Miller was not about to let his 10 point program to 
stop wildcats, ~ thoroughly rotten scheme adopted 
by the International Executive Board after the Bl.ack 
Lung strike in March, come under attack at the con· 
vention. But a test of it came up in the form of a strug· 
gle over a resolution putting forward one of tile points. 
When Miller tried to get through a constitutional amend· 
ment to hit rank and file miners who "foment or lead 
a strike which endangers the welfare and integrity of 
the organization" with suspensions and fines, he got a 
taste of the anger the masses of mine workers feel about 

.,.,, his anti-wildcat measures . . 
The hall exploded with outrage and not one dele­

gate responded to Miller's repeated call for a second. 
This was a real victory for the rank and file who have 
witnessed over the past year what a blatant attack ~his 
suspension/expulsion threat is. "It would have torn 
the union apart," was a strong sentiment. Some didn't 
openly back it for fear of what the rank and file would 
do to them when they ~ot home. Many more honestly 
saw it for what it was. 

Miller's forces were able to block several resolutions 
from getting to the floor which called for the lifting 
of the suspensions leveled several months ago by the 
I EB against two members of the Miners Right to Strike 
Committee who had played leading roles in the Black 
Lung strike. 

Another major conventjon struggle was around mak­
ing the right to strike a contract demand. The wi Id cat 
of 120,000 miners in August against the companies' use 
of court injunctions and for the right to strike made 
clear the determination of miners to fight for this right. 
Even Miller and other I EB members were forced to 

to cut any substance out of this and turn it against 
the rank and file. Union vice-president Trbovich an­
nounced that he supports the right to strike because 
it woutd mean less strikes and charged that "these 
strikes are destroying our union. 

Right to Strike Committee Demonstrates 

On the third day of the convention members and 
supporters of the Miners Right to Strike Committee de­
monstrated outside the convention to expose the attacks 
being leveled by Miller and the union leadership and to 
focus attention on the rank and file demands. These 
demonstrators carried with them the feelings of thou­
sands of miners about company attacks, lousy pensions, 
injunctions, Black Lung benefit denials and sellout 
leadership. 

They carried banners and slogans reading "Break 
the chains on the rank and file-abolish the IEB's 10 
point program!" "We won't settle for crumbs-15 years 
for Black Lung benefits," "Drop the suspensions," 
"The UMWA is a fighting union-not a company union," 
"Build a strike fund for '77," "No suspensions, expul· 
sions or pulling locals' charters," "Make the companies 
drop all the lawsuits and fines," and "We demand the 
right to strike in the contract and the constitution." 
The struggle against Miller's 10 point anti-wildcat pro· 
gram and for the right to strike were the key issues · 
raised by the Committee before and at the convention. 

The factional fighting and power plays in the union 
leadership between the Miller forces and the Trbovich· 
Patterson faction took up much of the convention 
proceedings, but amounted to a fight between two 
packs of dogs. It served to eover~a political attack 
directed at the struggle of militant rank and file mines. 

One form this took was an orgy of re~·baiting open­
ed up when Trbovich charged that Miller's administra­
tion was "infjltratedn and dominated b.y communists. 
Miller quickly upped the'ante by denouncing commun­
ists and .blaming the struggle in the union on "outside" 
communist agitators, and reitetated how he had been 
trying to put an end to this struggle. Both sides used 
the red-baiting to lump together several reporters and 
salesmen hawking newspapers from several self-pro­
claimed "communist" organizations whom they pro· 
a!eded to throw oUt of the convention with militant 
rank and file non-communist miners and genuine com· 
munist miners, attempting to direct at "these people" 
the anger felt by mine workers at the constant attack~ 
from the companies and the sellout union leadership. 
The thrust of this attacl<was not so much aimed at 
communists as it was at the recent powerful struggles 
of the rank and file. 

They used the red-baiting to try and direct attention 
away from the real struggles facing the rank and file 
and their own sellout role. They call every honest fight· 
er for the rank and file a communist. This is the same 

.... 

Pa!te 5 

broken record that the bourgeoisie's agents in the 
unions play every time workers take the fight against 
the companies into their own hands. 

Of course these attacks are also used to slander com­
munists in the union, playing on the oc~an of anti­
communist propaganda the bourgeoisie pours out 
daily. But at the same time that they attempt to spread 
fear and confusion about communists "out to destroy 
the union," they pump hard at their own efforts to 
push the miners' struggle safely into the channels of 
lobbying and relying on political "friends of labor" and 
the political process. This came down to trying to tie 
the UMWA to the tail of the Democratic donkey by 
promoting Jimmy Carter as the answer to all problems. 

Carter Billed as Savior 

The hacks were also successful in their effort to 
' insert the Coal Miners Political Action Committee 
(COMPAC) into the Constitution as the official vehicle 
for miner's political action and increase the COMPAC 
assessment from $5.20 to $7 .00. This is a slap in the 
face to the rank and file, some of whom have seen 
COMPAC more and more for what it is-an organization 
which devotes the bulk of its money and energy to lead­
ing the rank and file down the endless road to nowhere 
of lobbying Congre~ and tailing after vario~s ambitious 
rep1esentatives of the class of capitalists. . 

In fact the angry sentiment against politicians was 
so strong at the convention that after a campaign 
speech for Jimmy Carter and the Democrats by UAW 
vice president Irving Bluestone, delegates made it plain 
they didn't want_ to hear any of this. Most delegates 
stayed away from a banquet for Democratic vice·pre­
sidential candidate Mondale and West Virginia Demo­
cratic candidate for g9vernor John D. "Jay" Rockefelle1 
IV, despite the offer of free food and drink. 

The UMWA top officials' anti·communist crusade 
and their promotion of the Democratic Party are two 
aspects of the same policy. Their concern is not keep· 
ing out "outside" political influences, which is impos­
sible as miners are part of society as a whole. They 
are trying to promote bourgeois politics, sometimes by 
portraying working class politics-the politics of class 
struggle-as something alien to the miners' struggle, 
other,times by claiming that tne only way !O make ad· 

· vances is to rely on the "friends of labor" in the capi­
talist government. 

All in all, many strong resolutions were approved 
at the convention for the upcoming contract-from 
equalizing pensions to dental and other health care 
demands, to the demand for the right to strike. But 
passing resolutions is not the same as winning demands. 
And just as the reason these resolutions got through in 
the convention at all was because of the struggle of 
the rank and file, the demands will be won by the strug­
gle between the miners and the companies and by 
breaking the chains with which the union officials at­
tempt to bind workers in this struggle. 

The conventio11 was also the opening salvoes of the 
dog fight between Miller and Trbovich and other close· 
ly allied forces for the presidency of the UMWA. 

As the Miner's Right to Strike Committee open 
· letter put it: "In every issue that confronts the Miners' 

Union, we must ask: What will strengthen our organi­
~tion and our ability to unite in struggle?' AnCI what 
will disarm us, leave us passive, chained to courts and 
politicians? ... Everybody knows we need unity. But 
we can either 'unite' on our knees, begging for mercy, 

-- or we can build FIGHTING UNITY, on our feet, the 
only kind that ~rings victory." • 

e 

talk about going for a "limited right to strike" as a con­
tract demand at the same time as they were trying to 
break t his summer's strike, although the specific word­
ing was not worked out . 

Of course the hacks immediately set 1o finding ways 
Th• ct»/~ trY to chain wo'*ers to thtl mlnn and the union hacks stand relldy •t hand to offer them new locks 
and handcuffs. Mineworkers have shown they will not lay down to efforts to strangle their abi lity to fight back. 
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On October 6, Thailand's ruling class and U.S. im· 
perialism resorted to their monµuthless nak~d form 
of rule in Thaifand to shore up their greatly weakened 
position in Southeast Asia. Police and military units, 
armed and financed by the U.S., in a coordinated and 
calculated attaok together wit_h their organized reac· 
tionary supporters, brutally.suppressed student demon­
strators at Thammasat University in Bangkok. They 
moved on the university. which has been a hot spot of 
struggle in the country, with machine guns, grenades 
and anti·tank weapons, killing 39, including several by 
hanging and burning, and arrested 1700. The military 
in seizing power abolished the constitution, national 
assembly and all democratic rights, imposed press cen­
sorship, began a nationwide sweep to round up all 
firearms and suspected revolutionaries and converted 
the courts into military tribunals to sentence the 3000 
arrested nationally and thereby ended a three-year at­
tempt to rule under the cover of bourgeois democracy. 

The coup is a setback for the Thai people 11nd their 
struggle against U.S. imperiali.sm, wiping out the gains 
won in the 1973 uprising that toppled military rule 
and won democratic rights and other concessions. 
Thailand's rulers and their U.S. backers were acting out 
of desperation in the face of the Thai people's growing 
struggle and the changing situation in Southeast Asia. 
Since 1932 when the absolute rule of the monarchy 
was overthrown tfy the military. Thailand has been 
most ly ruled by a serit s of military dictators who re­
placed each other in powe r every few years through 
coups. While Thailand has never been a direct colony 
of any imperial ist country . this small handful of mili· 
tary rt.1le rs has always sold themselves in neo·colonial 
fashion to the principal imperialist power in the area, 
offering up t he country's rich resources and labor force 
to the imperialists' plunder and exploitation in return 
for the enforced protect ion of their rule. 

Tool of U.S. Imperialism / 

Thai land since the late 1950s has been a strong 
right arm ofjhe U.S. in Southeast Asia. It served as 
the main base of operations for t he U.S. air war over 
Indochina wit h B-52 squadrons and over 50,000 U.S. 
troops stationed there whil!? Thai military units fought 
against the liberation fo rces in Laos and south Vietnam. 
But the Thai people resisted the.plunder of their coun­
t ry and strongly opposed the use of it as a base to 
bomb their neighbors. Throughout the '59s and '60s, 
small guerrilla forces fighting in the impoverished coun· 
t ryside of north and northeast Thailand and on the 
southern border with Malaysia were growing in strength 
and support. Finally in October 1973, the widespread 
corruption and suffering of the masses of people erupt­
ed in popular uprisings in Bangkok, spearheaded by 
demonstrations of tens of thousands of students against 
the government's service to the U.S. imperialists, and 
forced the overthrow of the military dictatorship of 
General Thanom who fled the country. 

Thailand shows the effects of imperialist rule. The 
urban conditions are the worst in Southeast Asia. 
Workers in Bangkok are forced to live in squalid slums 
in areas of the city which were and still are swamps. 
Textile workers, the largest manufacturing group of 
workers, slave in factories largely owned by Japanese, 
U.S. and European companies for 8' an hour. ;n the 
countryside millions of fal'mers are landless, tied to a 
feudal landlord system, crushed by taxes, debts and 
farm prices kept low by government decree. 

Under the three years of civilian rule, the basic con· 
di t ions and class relations in Thailand remained the 
same, nonetheless, it was a period of great advance in 
the Thai people's struggle. The masses were able to 
take advantage of the possibilities for open and legal 
organizing as well as the changing situation as a result 
of U.S. imperial ism's crushing d~feat in neighboring 
Indochina. 

After 1973, for t he first-ti me, mass struggles of ur· 
ban workers, peasants and st udents broke out which 
broadened t remendously t he scope and organized for· 
ccs within the movement for national democratic revo· 
lution. labor unions were fo rmed for the first time 
rn year< agitating around increased wages and better 
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Africans responded enthusiastically In Soweto to the news of rejection of Kissinger's Rhodesia plan. 

\ 
~ 

Kissinger flhocJesla 
. SChe111e.Attacked 

The U.S. imperialists have.been loudly trumpetin9' 
Secretary of State Kissinger's recent trip to southern 
Africa for negotiations with John Vorster of South Af· 
rica and Ian Smith, head of the white settler regime in 
Rhodesia as proof of their "morality" and commitment 
to majority rule in southern Africa. But this su~den 
change of policy on the part of the U.S. imperialists 
was nothing more than a transparent effort to hang on 
to their political and economic domination of the area 
in the face of the inevitable defeat and overthrow of 
these white minority regimes. 

The results of Kissinger's "sabotage shuttle" were 
immediately called out for what they were and rejeeted 
by the liberation forces of the people of Zimbabwe. 
They vowed to continue the armed struggle, not just 
to drive out the white ruling class, but to end the ex­
ploitation of the Zimbabwean people. In addition, the 
presidents-Of the black African states of Tanzania, 
Mozambique, Botswana, Zambia and Angola also re­
jected the Kissinger proposals, saying that the "pro· 
posals outlined by the illegal and racist regime .. .if · 
accepted, would be tantamount to lega:izing the colo· 
nialist and racist structures of power." 
~ The goal of the U.S. efforts was to ( 1) Strengthen 
the hand of the Smith regime by ending the revolution­
ary armed struggle being,wagep by the Zimbawean peo­
ole and the removal of international economic sanctions 
against the Rhodesian government; (2) Insure th-at any 
black majority government that comes to power in 
!Zimbabwe would be pliable to the

1

interests of the 
(r.iestern imperialists; (3) Buy time for the beleaguered 
apartheid government of South Africa; and (4) combat 
growing Soviet influ!lnce throughout the area. 

According to Kissinger's plan a transition govern­
ment would be set up immediately to draft a new con­
stitution and direct the transition to majority rule 
within -two years. This "council of state," as it w~ 
to be called, would have 50% black and 509() white 
membership. But a provision requiring a 2/3 vote to 
pass any provisions insured white control. The chair· 
man of the council would be a white appointed by the 
Smith regime, as would the key ministeries of Defense 
and Law and Order, the police powers of the state. As 
part of the plan, the U.S. and Britain and other west­
ern impe~ialist governments would inject large amounts 
of capital to stimulate the failing Rhodesian economy, 
to the benefit of the Rhodesian ruling class and foreign 
investors. 

In return for the Smith regime's "compliance" with 
these proposals, all countries were to lift their econo· 
mic boycott of Rhodesia (never honored by the U.S. 
anyway). Most importantly, the imperialists wpuld 
guarantee that the military struggle against the Smith 
regime would be stopped immediately. 

Smith quickly announced that his regime would go 
along with the Kissinger plan, knowing full well thaJ 
the leaders of the Zimbabwe~ peoples' struggle would 
never agree to such an ugly charade. The Rhodesian 
ruling class recognized chat ik was politically difficult 
for the U.S. and Britain to lontinue to give open sup! 
port as long ~s they refused to agree to majority rule. 
But here was a way they could say . in effect, we agree 
to majo rity rule in two years, but these Africans won't 
go c1long with a reasonable plan . So we expect the U.S. 
and Britain to support us militarily and economically 
against attacks f1 om the liberation fo rces. According 

to Smith, Kissinger gave his "guarantee" of exactly 
th~ . 

The U.S. policymakers see the unlikelihood of 
achieving their maximum gcuil, the preservation of the 
status quo. They are willing to jettison Smith and his 
regime, if tliey can insure. that they will be able to con­
trol a new black government in Zimbabwe-pro-Western 
and anti-communist they describe it. The Kissinger 
scheme certainly would have guaranteed such a govern· 
ment. But the much heralded "agreement" was never 
even agreed to by the parties concerned-it was an i(!'l­
perialist ploy. At least the U.S. hoped it would serve 
to temporarily defuse the situation, enhance its role as 
the powerbroker in the area, and lead to some settle­
ment based on a modified form of these proposals.that 
would still accomplish the same thing. 

The latest development came when the British an· 
nounced that they are convening a conference in 
Geneva to bring all the parties together and hammer 
out a solution from scratch, but certainly to be based 
on the two year timetable, some form of coalition 
government and, the Western imperialis1s hope, an im· 
mediate end to armed struggle. 

The Soviets, who are making a big push to replace 
the U.S. as the dominant imperialist power in southern 
Africa, have denounced the Kissinger proposals. The 
Soviets don't want to be frozen out of the imperialist 
maneuvering going on and do not want a settlement 
that would leave the U.S. in the saddle. They are mak· 
ing noises about supporting the "armed struggle" in 
Zimbabwe, but this is clearly, only an attempt to advnn­
ce their own imperialist interests. 

But to a certain extent the Soviet intentions have 
been already exposed through their activities in Angola. 
Spokesmen for Zimbabwean liberation forces have re­
iterated that the liberation of their nation can only 
come as a result,of the armed struggle of the Zimbab- \ 
wean people. / 

It is possible that representative of the liberation 
force\ will participate in these negotiations. It is cer- _ 
tain some opportunists who want to advance them­
selves on the basis of the people's struggle will be there. 
But the liberation forces have also made it clear that 
any negotiations will be carried out on the basis of the 
continued· armed struggle to defeat the reactionary, 
settler regime:. • 

// 

\ 

\ 
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Nov.13, New York City 

Confe 
Broad support for the Conference on the I nterna­

tional Situation, War, Revolution and the Interna­
tionalist Tasks of the American People, scheduled for 
New York City on November 13, is rapidly growing. 
A C3ll has been endorsed by some 40 organizations 
and individuals and is being circulated to further 
broaden the base of the conference. 

Responding to requests to make it easier for some 
groups to participate, the three lines that the confer­
ence was structured around were changed to four. 
The first line was divided into two. Both lines, a·s 
before, view U.S. imperialism as the overwhelming 
main enemy of the peoples of the world but now t he 
conference committee recognizes two lines: first, t he 
view that the Soviet Union is a progressive forl:e and 
natural ally of the peoples of the world; and s~cond, 
that the Soviet Union is a reactionary, oppressive, 
much lesser imperialist power. 

The other two lines around which the conference 
is organized ren:.iain unchanged. One is that the con­
tention between the two superpowers is heating up 
and pusbing things toward world war while prospects 
for revolution are increasing, and inside the U.S. the 
mail"I blow should be directed agai nst U.S. imperial­
ism, while opposing it and social imperialism on a . 
world scale. The other is that the contention bet­
ween the two superpowers is the chief determinant 
of events, while the factors for revolution are also 
growing, and that the USSR Ts variously the main 
danger. the main enemy. the most dangerous; etc .• 
and should be the focus of the main blow of the 
peoples' struggles around the world, while opposing 
U.S. imperialism. 

Many more forces are now anxiousLto participate. 
but several problems exist. In particular some for­
ces, out of narrow organizational interests, refuse to 
participate and discourage others from doing so. 
Several smaller groups are waiting tor t:1ese forces to 
move and are encouraging them to participate so that 
this crucial, life and death issue can be broadly dis­
cussed. The sponsors of the conference are firmly 
united on moving forward at this point, building off 
the advances that have already been made and pro­
viding every opportunity for further particioation. 
In this way the conference will happen, despite ef­
forts by those who place their own interests before 
the clarifying of these issues to prevent it. 

The staff of the conference will be putting out a 
brochure-a spectrum of views reflecting the different 
lines and will be shortly putting out a list of speak­
ers, workshops, participants, the structure-of the 
evening debate, etc. 8 

Thailand ..• 
Continued from Page 6 
wanese imperialists who came and invested in Thailand 
with the cooperation of the ruling class and tyrants to 
exploit us and make us slaves." With urban unemploy­
ment over 10% since 1973, the fi rst strike wave in de­
cades swept Bangkok, involving 850 strikes and 200,000 
workers in 1973-74, winning wage increases. Farmers' 
groups were formed in most provinces, seizing land, 
attacking landlords and tax collectors and demanding 
higher rice prices. A national Farmers Pederation of 
Thailand was formed. Students organized school by 
school and united nationally in the Nationai Student 
Center of Thailand, demonstrating by th~ thousands 
and going out systematically to build ties with workers 
and farmers. The people's war within Thailand conti­
nued to move forward, led by the Communist Party of 
Thailand. This guerrilla activity has to date touched 
30 of Thailand's 71 provinces and succeedeQ in libera­
ting over 2000 villages and over one million (out of 
Thailand's 40 million) people. 

The main foundation of Thai foreign policy since 
the end of World War 2- close military. political and 
economic collaboration with U.S. imperialism-was 
severely shaken by the total defeat of the U.S. in Indo­
china and the struggle of the Thai people. Touched off 
by the Mayaguez incident, when Thai bases were used 
to stage attacks on Cambodia, demonstrations fired the 
people's resentment at the U.S. presence and succeeded 
in kicking the U.S. military, out. Throughout the sum­
mer of 1975 the 27 ,000 U.S. combat troops and B·52s 
began to be pulled out and by July 1976 all U.S. com-­
bat troops were out of Thailand for the first time since 
1962. Although several hundred American advisors 
and technicians remained to train Thai troops and man 
major communication installations, formal American 
use of Thai bases is today denied. 

In the face of the mass struggle at home and the 
changing international situation , the Thai government 
had to take some measures to lessen its dependence on 
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on lnt'I SitLmlion 
Call to a Conference on t~ International 
Situation, War, Revolution aAd -the 
Internationalist Tasks of. the American PeOple 
What's going on around the world? Where does the threat of war come fro m? What is the role of the U.S. 

and the USSR? Of China? Of Cuba? And what are the duties of the American people jn the international 
struggle against imperialism and oppression? 

These are not idle questions confronting only a few. They arise directly from the real events around the wor.ld . 
that are shaping the history of the 1970s. And just as those events affect the lives of millions so the actions 
of the millions affect the course of events. 

~ebate over these issues is raging. It could not be otherwise. In the pages of newspapers, in the statements and 
actions of gro_ups and organizations, in the evermore serious discussions among the masses of American people. 
. Thes~ are hfe and_ death questions. The world is iri great turmoil, the contradictions are sharpening on all con­
~1ne~ts, in a~I ceuntnes. The very forces who t hrough struggle stood together against the U.S. ruling class' war 
in Vietnam in the 1960s now debate, putting forward different analyses, different answers, different directions 
for action and struggle. And now, just as then, the actions of the people can make a crucial d ifference in the 
struggle worldwide. 

There is an urgent need to both sharpen and broaden the debate-to put the different views and ideas and 
trends squarely and clearly before the greatest number of people. 
.../This conference on t he international situation can be a big step in t hat d irection. Through panels, work­
shops, speeches and debates the struggle cao go on in an open and lively manner that will surely attract great 
numbers of people concerned with these issues. probably thousands. That is how we are building this confer­
ence-to clarify and focus questions, to sharpen differences and pose answers and directions for all of us to wres­
t le with. It is not a conference only of academics o r experts or only of Marxist-Leninists or only of veteran activ­
ists. It is not a conference that will strive to come up with a "working unity" or to build a permanent coalition. 

The Committee for the conference is working to make this conference a success: a conference like this 
needs to be very well o rganized, publicized and built for, in o rder to mal<e the greatest advances. 

We call on yoll to join us in building t his conference and debating these burning issues. -
In the spirit-Of active internationalism and lively struggle, 

Aijaz Ahmad; James Aronson; Richard J . Barnet, Institute for Policy. Studies• ; Ella Bone; Blacks,in Solidarity with South 
African Llbera,tion (BISSALI; James Caldwell; Rick Clemmons, People Incorporated • ; Professor Nancy Chance; Professor 
Norman Chance, Anthropoly Del)artment, University of Connecticut•; Romir Chanerjee; Charles Cpe; Faculty Action; 
Professor Richard Falk. Center of International Studies, Princeton University • ; Faye Glasser; Harold Glasser; David Gordon, 
New School for Social Research, Economics Department• ; Group of Khmer Residents in America; Tom Grunsfeld; William 
Hinton; Indian Peoples Association of North America (1.P.A.N.A.l; Iranian Student Association; Clark Kissinger; League 
of Revolutionary Black Workers; Bill Livant, Department'of Psychology, University of Saskatchewan, Regine• ; Linea Roja 
Movimiento Revolucionario 14 de Junio; Tapson Mawere, Chief North American Representative, Zimbabwe African Nation· 
al Union (ZANU); Medical Committee fDr Human Rights (MCHRI; Professor Seymour Melman, Columbia University•; Na­
tional Conference of Black Lawyers; National Lawyers Guild, Hofstra Chapter; Professor Sam Naumoff, A=ciate Director, 
Centre for East Asian Studies, McGill University • ; Revolutionary Communist Party; Revolutionary Student Brigade; Carole 
Rosen; Sadu Sadanand; Professor and Mrs. E. San Juan; Mark Selden; Bob Snow; Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAWI;· 
Professor George Wald. Biologist, Harvard University, Nobel Prize winner• ; Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU). 
• for identification only 

9 AM Session: Cathedral of St. John the Divine, Amsterdam Avenue at 111th Street 
Afternoon Panels: 116th Street and Broadway, Col umbia University 
7:30 Evening Debate: Hunter College Audit9rium, 69th Street at Park 
(for more informat ion call 212-568-7346) 

and control by U.S. imperialism. Thailand established 
diplomatic relations wjth the Democratic People's Re­
public of Korea, t he People's Republic Qf China a~d 
Cambodia, and reopened its borders with Laos. 

But even while yains were being won in struggle 
since 1973, U.S. imperialism and its lackeys in t he Thai 
ruling class have been busy preparing to turn things a­
round. The U.S. faces greater difficulties because of ­
the rising struggle of the people of the world and the 
increased and bitter competition with their imperialist 
rival, the USSR. Indochina vCas a major defeat and has 
cost them dearly in every nation in Southeast Asia. 
Revolution is on the rise, not only in Thailanct, but 
Malaysia and the Philippines as well. These countries 
have made moves to lessen economic, diplomatic and 
military dependence on the U.S. The Soviet navy is 
increasingly active and Russian economic cartels have 
begun challenging and beating tf1e U.S. and her all ies 
in banking, raw material purchases and shippin_g con­
tracts throughout the region. Under the civilian regime 
the government opened beginning economic and -diplo­
matic ties with the USSR. 

( 
U.S. Seeks to Recoup Losses 

U.S. imperialism has unleashed a determined cam­
paign to recoup the losses they've suffered in recent 
'years. playing on the very real fears of the Southeast 
Asian ruling classes of their own people in order to 
reestablish a common capitalist alliance. The U.S. is 
determined to concede no nation. no market, no peo­
ple in their scramble to maintain hegemOJ1Y. They tell 
the rulers of Southeast Asia, "Your only choice to stick­
ing with us, on our terms, is the revolutionary wrath of 
your own people." Thailand is a case in point. 

The Thai' army is 1:~,000 men strong and backed 
by $1 billion in U.S. ar s and equipment. While mili­
tary aid continues at si nificant levels today. including 
16 new F-5 jets, this f rce is nowhere near the shield 
for the Thai ruling cla~s that the direct U.S. milit ary 
presen2e has been for 14 years. With liberated Indo­
china on its borders and with the armed forces of the 
Thai national liberation struggle increasingly successful, 
defending territory and shooting down government 
planes; with the str'uggles of the masses at a high tide 
and deep links being forged between the student, work­
er and peasant movements; and with Thai land's econo· 

my in a shambles because of the worldwide depression, 
the military and most of the ruling class saw no 'future 
for themselves or their class in an independent neutral 
Thailand. 

Throughout 1974 and '75 several larg_e; militant and 
armed groups were formed to "defend the nation, 
monarchy and religion." Navapol and the Red Guars 
(wild buffalo), an adult and youth organizatioo of 
50,000 and 25,000 members respectively, w13re formed 
with members of the military police, vocational schools 
and unemployed: They Increasingly attacked and as­
sassinated student, worker and fa rmer activists, killing 
34 in the election campajgn of 1975, and ~ought to 
realign the government. But the civilian rule of the 
last iew years has gone from one political crisis to ano­
ther with the government largely powerless to do more 
than sit out the current conflict. The decision to seize 
power was made back in January 1976 by the military 
(no doubt with U.S. knowledge), but they waited to 
set things up and organize for a coordinated and power­
ful assault. ln late summer of 1976 they smuggled 
General Thanom, who led the last military governrient, 
back into the country disguised as a Buddhist monk, 
knowing th'is would be met with student demonstra­
t ions. Then on October 6, the military and t~eir groups 
moved, smashed the students, deposed the government, 
and in the name of order and good of the country, 
seized power. 

The U.S. ruling class responded with relief. One day 
of horror pictures of hanging and burned Thai students 
and then relief that things were back to normal. The 
New York Times' final analysis was that the indecision 
and lack of control of the last three years was over and 
corruption could now be "channeled in a more orderly 
manner that businessmefl can count on." U.S. imper­
ialism is back in the saddle in a much mor,e open. direct 
way. 

But history is not a spinning wheel and try as they 
might the U.S. and Thai ruling classes cannot turn 
things back to 1973 or 1963. History has moved for· 
ward in Thailand and the..struggle of the Thai people 
is rooted cit a much deeper and firmer level today. This 
bloody maneuver by U.S. imperialism is both desperate 
and a death knell for their system's hold on the Thai 
people. The struggle continues in many forms and 
will surely break out stronger and hotter in the days 
to come. 8 
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"/stood and looked at the Soldiers and Sailors Mon­
ument. Then I looked up at the Terminal Tower-at 
that Castle of Capitalism-and I knew what I had to 
do . .. The barrel of my shotgun was stuffed with a/I 
the letters I've written to change the system for vets." 

In these words,,,Ashby Leach, a 30 year-old VietnarA 
veteran, described his decision to take over the Chesa­
peake and Ohio Railroad (Chessie) offices in the Ter­
minal Tower Building in Cleveland. His situation, like 
t hat of thousands of other vets, called for drastic ac­
tion . He had served as an army medic and had been 
awarded the Purple Heart. He had seen first hand the 
hypocrisy of a system which preached freedom and 
democracy but which threw away young men's lives 
for the holy cause of profits. Following his army ser· 
vice he became an apprentice mechanic at Chessie and 
found out what kind of "gratitude" awaits vets. 

Five Year Battle 

Under the GI Bill, veterans in such apprentice pro­
grams are allowed to get VA assistance during job train 
ing. The VA pays the difference between what an ap­
prentice is paid and journeyman wages. When Ashby 
demanded that Chessie honor the G I Bill and give him 
these benefits they refused. Thus began a five year 
battle between Ashby and the Chessie System that re· 
suited in the takeover of the Terminal Tower offices 
of the company in Cleveland last month. 

At one point, he and his wife held a demonstration 
in their hometown of Huntington, W. Va., in front of 
a hotel where an executive of the Chessie System was 
staying. The Chessie official came out to talk with 
Ashby and promised him his G I Bill benefits if he at· 
tended College. Ashby tool< a leave of absence to en­
roll in a vocational education program and then tried 
to get his o ld job back. Chessie refused to give it to 
him. Chessie's policy towards veterans is "like a gob 
of spit ... They gave me the shaft just like they were 
giving the Vietnam vets the shaft," Ashby stated. 

I Hotel 
Eviction 
·aattle 
Heats Up. 

The eight year fight against eviction of the residents 
of the International Hotel in San Francisco's Chinatown­
ManilatoWn coAtinues to intensify (see art icle in the 
August 15, 1976 issue-of Revolution). On September 
3 the California State Supreme Court denied the ten· 
ants a delay of the eviction order issued earlier by a 
San Francisco judge pending the appeal of that decree. 
Then on September 22. a focal judge ordered the evic­
tion enforced by the beginning of December. 

These latest moves have only firmed up the resolve 
of the tenants, mainly retired workers, and their sup­
porters to redouble their efforts, take the offensive and 
hit hard again and again until the authorities withdraw 
the eviction order. They have taken out their fight, 
reaching hundreds of thousands of wockers, people 
of oppressed nationalities and others throughout the 
Bay Area and have-gained broad support. 

After the September 3 Supreme Court decision, 
people active in the I-Hotel struggle held a meeting to 
map out plans. A tenant of a nearby hotel asked rhe­
torically, "Well, what are we going to do, move or 
fight?" The answer was strong and clear: fight! This 
fighting spirit of the 70 and 80 year-old residents of 
the l·Hotel and their supporters in response to every 
threat by the capitalists has been a tremendous inspir­
ation to many . It has mobilized thousands to their 
side and it symbolizes the growi'ng strength of the work· 
ing class being built through this and many other bat· 
rles. 

Hundreds have signed up for a phone tree to be 
alerted if the capitalists try to go through with the 
eviction threat. A rally on September 12 was attended 
by over 500 people, including res!dents froin nearby 
hotels and workers from different industries. Signs of 
5olidari1 y read: "Postal workers stand with the Inter-
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For 5 years Ashby continued his fight for his rights 
as a veteran. After innumerable visits, 500 letters to 
various company and government officials protesting 
this kind of treatment, still nothing was done. (On 
August 4 he wrote to each and every member of Con· 
gress regarding this situation .) His visits and letters 
were all ignored. Yet on no account would he sit still. 
On August 26, he took over the Chessie offices. " There 
was nothing else I could do, no where else to turn and 
nobody who would listen," he said later. Mill ions saw 
it on nationwide TV and, finally, Chessie officials 
agreed to meet his demands. Outside the Terminal 
Tower, thousands of people gathered-many raising 
clenched fists and cheering. Ashby Leach had made 
a statement that not just vets, but everyone who's been 
messed over and pushed around by the system could 
take as their own. 

Many of Ashby's friends had died on the battlefield. 
Others, returning to the states, their lives ruined, turn­
ed to dope and crime. But most came back and were 
hit by the harsh real ities of life under capitalism a n·d 
many began seeing that they had a battle to wage' right 
here at home, whether it be in the factories, unemploy­
ment Lines, schools or VA hospitals. Vietnam veterans 
became active opponents of U.S. involvement in Viet · 
nam. Organizations like Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War developed to defend the rights of vets and oppose 
new threats and acts of war by the rulers of this coun­
try. More and more vets joined up with other forces 
and sections of t he population to fight all the abuse 
heaped on us by the system. It was in t his spirit t hat 
Ashby acted. 

No sooner had he surrendered to the police than 
Chessie went back on its promises. The media made 
him out to be a lunatic. The police now allege that he 
harmed several hostages. The courts have indicted him 
on 16 counts and his bail has been set at $450,000. 
But Leach hurt no one. His demands-that Chessie 
extend all benefits of the GI bill to its vets and that 
past employees who have b~n cheated of these bene· 
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fits be reimbursed-are just demands. And t his is 
exactly what the b ig corporations like Chessie and 
their hired politicians and administrators can't stand­
that their fi lthy lies and promises have been exposed. 

What happen~d to Ashby Leach, the abuses he got 
from Chessie and from the whole system, are typical 
of what's happened to vets in this count ry as the G I 
Bill comes under attack, and thousands of vets are 
denied benefits one way or another. 

Defend Ashby Leach 

This is exactly why the ruling class came down so 
heavy on Ashby-they want to turn his positive exam­
ple of fighting back into a negative one-that if you 
stand up against t he system, you'll get crushed. And 
this is why it's all t he more important fo r the veterans 
movement, and t he whole working class, to take up 
Ashby's defense. A movement must be built to free 
Ashby Leach that will further expose the abuse of 
vets, build o n the fighting spirit he showed in Chessie 
headquarters, and fight like hell to keep him out of 
jail. Such a struggle to defend Ashby Leach can be 
important in developing the organized, collective strug­
gle of veterans. 

On September 16, 25 vets and supporters' demon· 
strated in downtown Cleveland, at the site of the take­
over, demanding freedom for Ashby;.extend and ex· 
pand the µ 1 Bill, and t hat Chessie honor the promises 
made to veterans tbey agreed to during the takeover. 
II) spite of a pouring rain, the picket got an enthusias­
tic response from hundreds of passerbys, wh(! voiced 
their support, and asked for extra leaflets to give_to 
friends and co-workers. On the ottier hand, Chessie 
executives were extremely uptight, summoning a dc:gen 
cops to the scane and threatening vets with arrest 
when they tri~d to speak with them. The picket was 
also strongly attacked on local T V. It's clear that'the 
capitalist class would like everyone to forget Ashby 
Leach and the fight for veterans benefits. 

Vietnam Veterans Against the War, a national f ight-' 
ing veterans organization, plans to make..a real fight 
out of this case. A petition drive is in the works, along 
with plans to pack t he courtroom on the first day of 
.the trial. By taking up this campaign, veterans ~n 
strengthen the movement for decent benefits, and at 
the same time, expose and weaken the capitalist class. 

As Ashby told a member of VVAW: " I have stood 
up not only for the veterans, but the people.as a whole, 

- and I am ~~fident the people will stand up for me."• 

The capitalists don't give a damn if the residents of the /-Hotel have a place to five or not-they want their "right" to 
suck profits out of this valuable real estate. But tfie hotel residents say to hell with your profits, and thousands of 
peo"ple have rallied to support their stru'1!}1e. 

national Hotel," "Muni workers support International 
Hotel." Garment, electronics, warehouse and hospital 
workers were represented along with youth and stu­
dents. A dozen farmworkers d rove several hours from 
Salinas to attend the rally . . 

Mass leafletting, mini·rallies and postering has been 
intensified all over Chinatown and throughout San 
Francisco. On one occasion I-Hotel supporters caught 
one of the people that Four Seas Corporation had 
hired to go around and tear down the posters. Passers­
by stopped and jojned in yelling at him.and forced 
him to aumit who had hired him. 

- Heavy pressure has been applied to several directors 
of Four Seas Corp. who have businesses in Chinatown. 
Picketlines have been set up in front of a store owned­
by one of them. On one occasion shoppers stopped 
and stood next to the door of his store, telling would­
be shoppers to boycott. Others have joined the line. 

In one incident, an o lder woman, obviously annoyed 
by the picketing as she picked through ginger piled 
next to the door, asked, "What's wrong? I always shop 
here." A 30 year resident of the hotel explained, 
"The owner of this store is trying to kick us out. 
We're boycotting his store until they withdraw the 
eyiction order. You know how much rent is going up 
and the rich keep tearing down what's left of low rent 
housing. Where are we suprf:.sed to live?" As the wo­
man threw the ginger down she said, "That's not right-
1 really didn't know." Ove~whelmingly the response 
to the boycott was "Yeah/ the rich think they can 
kick us aro ond like garbage. Boycott them! Make 
them hurt!" 

Demonstrations have also hit the home of another 
director of Four Seas and the home o f S.F. Sheriff 
Hongisto who is in charge o f carry ing out the eviction 
order. When carter and Ford came to town fo r their 

second debate, I-Hotel Sl!PPOrters joined with others 
who ·had been demonstrating outside the debate under 
the slogan "Politicians Fight for $$ Interests, We Must 
Fight for Our Own." Then they and others went'to a 
meeting hall to·confront the sheriff who slinked away­
muttering things like ~'Have faith in the Mayor." 

On several occasiOns they have confronted Mayor 
Moscone who has tried to defuse and sidetrack the 
struggle through phony schemes and lies, making it 
clear to him that tenants weren't being taken in and 
that they knew their victory would be won through 
struggle, not by relying on elected officials. 

On October 12, an I-Hotel contingent marched in 
the San Francisco Columbus Day parade to publicize 
the fight. They were given enthusiastic support from 
people along the parade route. , · 

The fight to save the I-Hotel and the Victory Buil- \ 
ding has become a broad issue throughout the Bay 
Area . The leaflets, petitions, car caravans, and demon­
strations have laid bare the root of the rot of the whole 
system and aroused the anger and fight of thousands by 
agitating around the fact that the capitalists and their 
flunkies would throw retired workers out in the street 
in order to make higher profit out of another parking 
lot or high rise building. 

The stakes in the I-Hotel battle have become high 
indeed and were reflected at a recent court hearing 
about the case. A lawyer for the sheriff's department 
pleaded with the judge, "We need as much time as pos­
sible to prepare. This is going to be diffi cult." Th is 
same judge who fu tilely ordered tenants out last May, 
nervously granted the delay saying, "if there is any 
trouble in this eviction, there could be an 'insurrection 
all over the city." Residents of the I-Ho tel and others 
throughout the Bay Area have been battl ing for years­
they will not back down now. • 

.' 
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Farmworkers have always advane«J through militant struggle. But the UFW leadership's message In the recent con­
vention was not.to b.uild on this, but to put their hopes on a peanut grower. 

Hold '76 Election COnvention 

UFW Leaders-Chart 
.... 

Dead·End Course 
On September 5 the United Farmworkers Wnion 

held its first "political endorsement" convention in 
Fresno, California. It featured a host of politicians 
like State Senator Altorre and U.S. Senator Alan Cran­
ston, along with several guest hacks from other unions. 
But t he spotlight was reserved for the Georgia peanut 
grower Jimmy Carter, who addressed the convention 
by telephone. He assured the farmworkers attending 
the convention, who have fought tooth and nail for 
10 years against the class he represents, that he was 
with them, and !>llpported Proposition 14, the farm· 
worker union election initiative. 

No doubt Carter let loose with quite a ri>ar of laugh­
ter after he hung up the phone. After all, he built a 
fortune squeezing wealth out of the labor of farmwork­
ers on his peanut plantation. He pays the workers ac­
cording to their "merit" which to all capitalists means 
as fllttle as possible (he pays less than even California 
growerst. And, of course, he has done nothing to fur­
ther ullionization among "his" workers. 

The capitalist press made a big deal out of the 'con­
vention's endorsement of Jimmy Carter for president. 
But for many of ttie disgusted farmworker delegates 
themselves, other fcu:mworkers who watched the con· 
vention, and many who never bothered to come-it was 
a complete farce. 

The show's script was written well in advance with 
farmworkers not allowed to play a single part except 
to clap at the appropriate times. In.many of the ranch­
es that sent delegates from the Salinas Valley, turnout 
was light at meetings to select delegates. This is signi­
ficant in light of the fact that farmworkers have con­
sistently turned out in large numbers when they have 
seen the importance. Workers were told very little 
about the convention at all. 

The furthest thing from the convention was the dis­
cussion of th~ problems of farmworkers themselves. 
The workers were assured that at the convention there 
would be microphones on the floor to use-but1his 
turned out to be a-lie, since farmworkers were not even 
allowed to ask questions, or talk about anything. 

Of the 1·, 100 delegates at the eon vent ion somewhere 
around half were non·worker volunteers from the cities, 
appointed union officials (since in the t.lFW none are 
elected), legal staff delegates, etc. The resolutions com· 
mittee, which nominated certain candidates to b~ voted 
on by the delegates, was selected by the union leader­
ship. No real discussion or vote ever took place on any­
thing. As one delegate from the Salinas Valley put it, 
"Why did they bother to send us here? The union 
could have saved a lot of money by just having the exe-
cutive board endorse Carter and the rest." ,, 

Proposition 14 

The farce in Fresno was meant to lend the prestige 
farmworkers have among millions, due to their coura· 
geous and determined struggles over the years, to the 
capitalist election circus which is losing its ratings a­
mong the American people. In return, the UFW leader­
ship is to get the support of the Democratic Party for 
Proposit ion 14, an improved version of the Agriculture 
Labor Relations Act which was passed last year. 

The ALRA is t he expression, in law, of what farm-

f 

workers had won in fact from the bourgeoisie on the 
battlefields throughout California's agricultural areas, 
where rising up tens of thousands strong they defended 
successfully the right to organize. Though the ALRA 
accomplished what the bourgeoisie hoped it would, 
taking struggles out of the fields and confining them 
in legal battles, the growers would like to feel they can 
beat unionization. For this reason growers have tried 
to sabotage many provisions of the law (including 
blocking funding for the Board supposed to enforce 
it) and are opposing Proposition 14 which wauld give 
union organizers legal access to the fields, make the 
firing of workers helping to bring in the union an of· 
tense punishable by fine, etc. Still, with their aim of 
usjng the law to tangle all struggle in legal clauses of 
their legal system, many in the ruling class are not ter­
ribly worried at?out it. That's why Carter, a grower 
himself, can support it. 

The ALRA gave farmworkers the legal right to vote 
in elections to decide which union they wanted. In 
the six months in which elections were held (between 
August 175 and January '76) farmworkers voted in 
large majority for the UFW under whose banner they 
had fought to organize. 

The top UFW leadership saw in the ALRA the 
chance to realize their dream-to become leaders of 
a bigtime union. Overnight they forgot nearly every­
thing the rank and file had been fighting for, sa'Ve one, 
contracts. To prove to the bourgeoisie that they coLld 
be trusted with the "responsibility" of running a union 
of thousands of farmworkers, the UFW leadership set 
about to squash-all rynk and file militancy, strikes, etc. 
and prove that they, rather than the Teamsters who 
had originally come into the fields to smash unionizing, 
could put an end to the strikes, and bring "peace" to 
the fields. 

lnterharvest Sellout 

Key to suppressing the initiative of the rank and file 
and proving themselves as genuine hacks was the sellout 
of the lnterharvest contract last year. lnterharvest is 
the second largest lettuce company in California. Let­
tuce is the stronghold of organized farmworkers. Inter­
harvest has had a UFW contract since the general strike 

/ 

in the Salinas fields of 1970. The 1970 strike won1 U FW 
contracts in several large ranches and significant improve­
ments for farmworkers throughout the Salinas Valley. 
Since then the growers have been forced to grant work· 
ers under Teamster contract somewhat higher wages, 
to try to diffuse the struggle. 

Last year, at the height of the activity around the 
' union elections, worker' at lnterharvest voted 98% in 

favor of the UFW cont'1uing to represent them. The 
workers felt their strerlgth and unity and were ready 
to take on the compa?y in a battle that could have 
challenged wage levels throughout the industry and 
would have received broad support from workers in 
other industries. 

In various meetings and discussions, some informally 
pulled together by the workers on their crews, demands 
were formulated, including a minimum of $3.50 an 
hour, overtime pay, protection against mechanization, 
a reopener clause, etc. 
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Only lipservice was paid to the weapon of the strike 
on the part of UFW officials. In fact no preparations 
were ever made for a strike. Instead union officials fried 
to turn things upside down claiming the rank and file 
wouldn't stick together more than a week of striking, 
and that a strike would hurt the elections to be held 
in other ranches under the terms of the ARLA, since 
workers wouldn't vote for a union that would lead 
them to strike! As a result, the union leadership suc­
ceeded in preventing a strike and forcing a mighty 
lousy contract down the workers' throats. 

New Teamster Tactic 

The growers were beaten in their attempt to defeat 
unionism in the fields. They have fallen back on a stra· 
tegy of keeping farmworkers divided between two 
unions. The Teamsters, through years of scabbing and 
strike l;>Usting, have earned' the deep hatred of farm· 
workers, and in the election campaign lost a lot of 
Q_round. The sellout of the lnterharvest contract gave 
them an opening to try and recoup some of their losses. 
Trying to put on a new "militant" image the Teamsters 
of late have initiated some strikes, at least one of them, 
in Delano,· hard fought. While in some cases growers 
have given in to granting higher wages than those under 
UFW contracts (fr1 some cases as much as 6-10% higher) 
because they prefer the Teamsters, in other cases the 
growers have resisted. In at least two occasions the 
ALRA has been used to declar~ strikes illegal much to 
the satisfaction of the growers. Commenting on the 
ALRA action against the Delano strike, an editorial in 
!he San Francisco Chronicle noted that the law was 
working. 

Now that the UFW leadership has securely wedded 
themselves to the Democratic Party machinery, much 
as the AFL-CIO has been for years, their message to the 
workers is that victory is at hand, that the struggle is 
nearly over. As one official put it at the convention, 
we've got pretty much what we want, now we must 
get ""friendly" politicians elected to defend what we 
have gained. In other words, stop fighting and put 
your future in the hands of the bourgeoisie. 

The realities of life as they are have torn some rather 
large holes in this scenario. Even with the recent in· 
creases in wages over the past year, wages have not 
kept up with rising prices. In fact in some jobs, im· 
proved techniques have <!,ecreased the amou!lt of work, 
hours have been reduced and take home pay is down. 
The disastrous condition of the Mexican economy has 
forced thousands more North in search of work. Jobs 
are harder and harder to find and the harassment from 
the immigration police is a daily affair. 

Lettuce growers, facing increased competition and 
declining profits are rushing towards mechanization 
which would wipe out thousands of jobs. The daily 
harassment on the job increases as the growers conti­
nue to try and whittle away the gains of the past and 
demoralize the workers. This, in the face of the sell· 
out policies of the UFW leadership, has given rise to 
increasing widespread anger among farmworkers, and 
a growing realization of the need to organize to turn 
things around. A growing number of wo~kers are reali­
zing the necessity of uniting the rank and tile to smash 
through the barriers the bourgeoisie is attempting to 
erect in their p~ath.• 

Ju st Released 
New China, 33 1 /3 recording by Prairie Fire 
containing two songs We are Your Friends and 
('Jew China. $1.50 

Break the Chains: A lil/.ely collection of soruis com· 
posed and sung by Prairie Fire.· Recorded live. 
These are fighting songs. They come out of the 
dally sweat aDd struggle of working ~en and wo· 
ITICI] ............................................................. $4.95 

Order from: ONE SPARK MUSIC 
P.O. Box 34214 
San Francisco CA 94134 

Bulk rates available 

Enclose SO for postage and handling for one, .20 on each 
additional album. California residents add 6% sales tax, 
All records shipped 4th class unless otherwise requested . 
Please 11repay all orrte.rs. 
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"T-Shirt Day" at Detroit's Ford Rouge plant. Workeri' in auto plants around the country wore AWUF 'Wo sellout m 
'76" T-shirts as part of pre-strike organizing to put out real demands and expose Woodcock's "more days off" shuck. 

· issues and build a sense of unity and purpose around 
the rank and file's real demands. These activities helped 
spark discussions on the picket lines and overall re­

Auto •.• 
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and members of AWUF agitated broadly in their plan~. 

Bourgeois propaganda to the contrary, there was 
much rank and file anger, although mainly scattered 
and unsystematized, around both the real attacks that 
have been coming down in the plants over the last 
three years and the fact that Ford wanted to intensi­
fy these attacks under the new contract. Knowing 
they couldn't get over on the rank and file by contin­
uing "peaceful negotiations" under these conditions, 
the UAW Executive Board changed its tune a little and 
eventually called a strike. 

But given their political outlook the strike, to them, 
was not really conceived primarily as a weapon to hurt 
Ford Motor Co., let alone advance the overall workers' 
struggle, but as a weapon to force a settlement through 
on the rank and file as quickly as possible. They knew 
t.hat Ford had stockpiled enougl'\ cars to last 4 to 5 
weeks. They counted on 4 to 5 weeks of striking with­
out a clear focus, without preparation and with bills 
piling up and mouths to feed, as the way to get auto 
workers back to work, glad to get a paycheck again. 

But to the rank and file the strike represented a riral 
opportunity. The strike helped bring forth a lot of 
anger over the abuses of the last three years and be­
yond . Most workers, including many who had been 
apprehenaive about a strike before, agreed that now 
was the time to hit back at t he company, to fight against 
the worsening conditions including the new attacks 
proposed by Ford, and to win some real demands. 

Fully aware of how workers' consciousness can 
be sharpened in a strike, the UAW International did 
all it could to dampen the spirit, spreading confusion 
and demoralization. While workers walked off the job 
angry over wages, speedup, forced overtime, etc.-Wood­
cock moved quickly to dispel any notion that the · 
strike was concerned with those things. In the first 
days of the strike he put more emphasis than before 
on the "shorter worktime demand," sending out letters 
to that effect to each local . Around a plan which only 
called for a few more days off, the International, along 
with the media, blew up iheir .efforts to mythic pro­
portions. Winning this, the grand scheme went, was 
t,he answer to more jobs and an historic advance to­
wards the four day workweek-a "trailblazing step" that 
would set a precedent to be followed by other unions. 

But while the media plugged -this "visionary plan~' 

all tiley could, it was met with little enthusiasm and 
much disbelief by the auto rank and file. Here the In­
ternational was again planning an "historic advance" 
as they did against forced overtime in the '73 con· 
tract. But many remembered the "advance" then 
amounted to "limiting" the company to an outrageous 
54-58 hour week, following which the International 
failed to fight at all around forced overtime for the 
next three years. This, along with the officials' refusal 
to give even lip service to many of the most pressing 
demands of auto workers, made all the hoopla over 
short workweek sound hollow indeed. AWUF con­
tinually worked to sharpen up the oontradiction 
around this-and other phony demands of the Interna­
tional vs. the real demands of the rank and file. 

In contract bulletins distributed nat ionwide and es­
pecially through an "Open letter to Leonard Wood­
cock and Ken Bannon," AWUF worked to articulate 
the real sentiments and anger of the rank and file. In 
these bulletins, distributed in the tens of thousands, 
along with press conferences, radio, press and TV co­
verage in many cities, AWUF helped to sharpen up the 

ceived enthusiastic support. 
By putting out a correct line and program, and then 

by persisting in organizing around it while at the same 
time exposing the union officials' program, AWUF was 
able to begin to focus and direct much of the anger of 
the masses against the two headed monster of the com­
pany and the union hacks. Through repeated exper-

- ience, summed up in AWUF leaflets and bulletins, more 
and more people began to see whose line and program 
would lead things forward against the real enemy and 
whose would lead things into an ambush. 

AWUF Grows 

With this growing understanding a lot of workers 
have come forward, during the strike especially, saying 
"This is exactly the way I feel. Jt's time we did some­
thing about this mess. I want to join up with this." 
AWUF's Detroit telephone number received hundreds 
of calls in the fo ur wee~s of the strike. From these 
calls and other contacts AWUF expanded its work to 
other plants by jofriing with these workers to. leaflet 
their plants. By paying attention to deepening and 
expanding its 011J3nizat ion during its nine month exis­
tence they have grown from a couple of chapters to 
22today. 

The UAW leadership exposed its line even further 
through its actions during the strike. They made no 
attempt to shut Ford down tight. 

But early in the strike the International was dealt 
a sharp setback at Local 245 which they had ordered 
to continue working. There hundreds of skilled work­
ers from other locals, along with many production 
workers, set up picket lines supported by Local 245 
members, which forced the Local Execut1ve Board to 
call the complex out on strike. 

In many such cases the rank and file took the ini· 
tiative in the union aod through their own actions set 
up 24 hour pickets in opposition to the lntemational's 
order and fought to keep out outside contractors, fore­
men and saiaried personnel. 

1 nese actions represented an uphill fight by Ford 
workers throughout the strike to show the company - . . 

This pamphlet lays out a battle plan for ~uto 
workers. and points to the method (or bui ld­
ing today's struggle against the auto compan­
ies and their dass and breaking the handcuffs 
of the union officials. It contains an exciting 
concise history of the great struggles to union· 
ize the auto industrv, including an analysis of 
the rote of the old Communist Party, USA.· 
44 pa9es ~5c 

AUTO AND THE WORKERS MOVEMENT 
Learning from the Proud Past to Fight for a 
Brighter Future, by the Revolutionary Com­
munist PartY, USA. 
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and the International that "we aren't going to just 
passively sit this out." The significance of these actions 
lay not only in the material damage they threatened 
to the company but in raising questions for larger num­
bers of workers and in sharpening the contradiction 
between what it meant to wage a real vs. a phony 
strike. And while the International sought to keep 
everything safe, limiting picket duty to a handful go­
ing through the motions, actions where the rank and 
file took the initiative gave them a real sense of its 
power and experience in collective struggle . 

The biggest blow to Ford and the International 
UAW was dealt during the ratification procedure. The 
strike was beginning to send shock waves out to the 
centers of high finance. The stock market itself was 
affected-when it seemed the workers might stay out 
the market fe ll sharply, when the contract was approved 
it spurted ahead 16 points the next day. Shutduwns 
and slowdowns were fast approaching in the steel, glass 
and parts plants feeding into auto. (About one out of 
six jobs In U.S. manufacturing Is auto related.) Anxious 
to get the thing over as fast as possible the entire rul-
ing class went into action to get the Ford rank and 
file to approve the tentative agreement reached bet· 
ween Woodcock and Ford. 

The media especially was cranked up for the hard 
sell. Workers around the country heard about the 
"historic breakthrough" of auto worker~-what they 
claimed to be 13 (actually only 8) more days off spread 
over three years. In some places the press attempted 
to divide auto workers off from the rest of the work­
ing class by spreading fear about coming layoffs if the 
strike continued. TV cameras zoomed in OQ any Ford 
striker who said he wanted to go back to work. CBS 
natlanal news carried an interview with a rank and file 
striker who told about how great the contract was­
only it turned o"Ut this "rank and file striker" was Mike 
Rinaldi, President of Local 600, Ford's largest local 
~t the Rouge complex. Any resistance admitted to 
was portrayed as skilled workers fighting because "their 
special demands were not being adClressed"-o!l>POSi· 
tion among production was not shown. For example, 
when AWUF held a picket line of mostly production 
workers at the UAW's National Ford Council meeting 
t he Detroit stations put forth the demonstration as an 
example of a skilled trades protest. · 

Backed 
1

by the might otmonopoly capital, the In­
ternational UAW tried to railroad the contract >through 
in record time. They sent their slickest talking Inter­
national reps to whitewash the contract in quickly 
called ratification meetings. They called for a vote so 
fast in many places that thousands didn't even know 
about it or hadn't had time to familiarize themselves 
with the details of the package. Then to top it off, in 
many places in the country they padded the vote. At 
Locals 400 and 900 in the Detroit area officials refused · 
to check off names as people voted and many voted 
several times. At the Ford, Mahwah, New Jersey local 
more people voted yes than even voted. 

Resist Sellout 

But Clespite this railroad, and in sonie cases-because 
of it, many rank and file Ford workers fought back. 
The sentiment of many was, we are out for s0mething, 
let's not go back in with nothing. Previous experience 
in the contract struggle of '73 and in day!to-day strug­
gles in the plants had taught many to smell a rat when 
the International talked about how "great" the settle­
ment was: 

AWUF systematized this sentiment and built a strong 
vote no movement. By putting out leaflets overnight, 
agitating to thousands of strikers at food stamp· offices 
and centers where strike benefit s were being distributed 
and calling a demonstration at the meeting of the Na· 
tional Fo rd Council, AWUF put out its line broadly. 
Even before the final touches were on the sellout 
AWUF had exposed many of the details and calle~ on 
Ford workers to prepare to vote it down. Contract 
Bulletin No. 3, distributed nationally, ripped the mask 
off the tentative agreement: Cost of living (COLA) 
money was to be diverted from active workers' pay- ' 
checks to give $600 to retirees-but retirees got no 
COLA on'their J)ensions ana Ford pajd nothing; a 
pitiful wage increase p'tus only 11 cents new money 
the first year; 13 more days off over three years but 
5 less paid Christmas holidays over three years; reduc­
tion of overtime restrictions which wauld lead to more 
forced overtime. 

Bulletin No. 3 then went on: 
"Did we go on strike for this bullshit? NO! 
"We face speedup. Job overload and job elimina­

t ion. Forced overtime. Harassment. Ford's takeaways 
for the contract. That's why the rank and file wanted 
to hit Ford with this strike. Now, just as our strike is 
starting to cut into Ford's stockpile and really threaten 
their profits-now Woodcock te lls us we should go 
back to work. Just when our power is really starting· 
to shake Fords up, Woodcock tells us this is the best 
we can do. It's not. This contract stinks. It doesn't 
begin to deal with many of our most important pro­
blems. In many ways it's an attack. It deserves ta be 
voted down, down, down. 

"Fellow Ford workers. This strike has meant many 
hardships fo r us and our families. Continuation of the 

Continued on Page 11 

\ 

' 



Octo&.r 15, 1976 

Auto ••• 
Continued from Page 10 
strike will mean further sacrifices. But there is no way 
in hell we can let them drive us back to work until we 
see real changes in these rotten conditions we've slaved 
under." 

The bulletin ended by laying out the real demands 
around which the rank and file needed to gain improve­
ments before going back to work. 

A Focus for Anger 

The arguments raised by AWUF for continuing the 
strike became the topic for discussion everywhere, giv­
ing focus to the anger of thousands. So powerful was 
the effect of some of the leaflets that one of them be­
came a topic of discussion at the bargaining table on 
the last day of negotiations, with Woodcock holding 
up the talks for over an hour until he was informed 
AWUF was only "a small rump group." It turned out 
that he was the ass though, because he didn't under­
stand that a small group speaking to the real sentiments 
of the masses can organize and lead big battles. 

This is exactly what happened. The vote of skilled 
tradesmen had been expected to be close but the final 
margin of just 489 votes out of 17 ,000 votes cast (and 
this was obtained through vote manipulation) was so 
close that spokesmen from the International openly 
admitted that "we are in trouble" the day before the 
final vote was tabulated. But the real surprise to them 
was the 40% no vote among production workers. In 
fact, momentum actually grew for a unified prod_uction 
and skiffed rejection and by the last day of voting nine 
locals rejected the contract. Up to then only two locals 

REVOLUTION 

had voted rejection. 
In some places around the country the anger of the 

rank and file couldn't be bottled up any longer. At 
Local 863, Ford Sharonville (Cincinnati) workers voted 
the contract .down 2074 to 184 for production and · 
519 to 125 for trades. As the International rep tried 
to hard sell the contract at a ratification meeting rank 
and file workers in disgust stood up in the aisles and 
tore up copies of the proposed agreement. 

At Local 600, Ford Rouge in the Detroit area, 
workers at the power plant walked off the job for the 
first time in 34 years, the day after the ratification 
vore. (They had been working throughout the strike.) 
They stayed out several days in opposition to the f n­
ternational, the company, and whoever else wanted to 
try to force them back in, threatening to keep the 
whole complex closed. 1 

At Ford l'\l!ilpitas (near San Jose), local 560, the 
International sent a representative who told the meet­
ing tha~ the strike was over, before everyone had even 
voted. People got so mad they simply ~alked out' on 
the guy and production voted the cohtract down. 

All this lays the basis for further advances in auto. 
For one thing the experience of this strike has taught 
many auto workers about the need for closer unity to 
be built between skilled tradesmen and production 
workers. The strong no vote among skilled trades (also 
true in '73 when Ford's tradesmen voted the contract 
down but had their veto nullified) reflects the fact that 
they were better organized and more mobilized during 
the strike than production workers-a development 
which has grown sharper over the last few years. For 
example it was mainly the force of hundreds of trades­
men that shut down Local 245 in the Detroit area, a 
skilled trades unit, and tradesmen were very act.ive in 
organizing the no vote in rQany locals. 
• This movement of tradesmen represents a real threat 
to the bourgeoisie and they did all they 1:9uld during 
the strike to channel it into a narrow craft union direc­
tion. The bourgeois press talked about how the trades 
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Contract Struggle 
Hot on the heels of the sellout contract at Ford, 

the UAW International leadership is pushing ahead to 
make a deal with the companies in the agriculturaJ 
implements industry. Just as in auto, the UAW is mak­
ing the focus of its demands "getting more jobs by get· 

tr ting more""days off." In fact, the UAW pioneered its 
L "shprt workweek" shuck in the agricultural implements 

t industry in 1973 with a plan that gave a little extra · . 
time off for perfect attendance-welcomed by the com­
panies as an absentee controJ plan. 

' 

Contracts expired on October l and workers at 
John Deere Co., the target company for the UAW ne­
got iations, walked off the job. Workers have had it 
with the bosses' practices of outside contracting, tab-
ling of grievances, constant re-timing of jobs, attacks 
on job classifications, speedup, forced overtime and 
the barrage of t akeaway proposals put out by the com­
pay for this contract, aimed at hard fought gains that 
have been won in past years. 

International Harvester offered a proposal that 
would give a wage increase of 34 to 43 cents the first 
year and 3% in the second and third year. The com· 
pany's proposal for more time off is linked to a plan 

, to start hiring part-timers who would not be covered 
by seniority or other union benefits. 

As usual, the UAW leadership is atternPting to keep 
the rank and file in the dark about the union's demands 
and the progress of the negotiations and is making every 
eff9rt t o keep a lid on rank and file strike militancy. 

~ . h . h Meanwhile the companies are stepping up t eir arass-
ment of workers, for example, the firing of several 
20 plus year employees at Harvester in the Chicago 
area, in order to pile up grievances which they hope to 
trade off for union concessions in the local negotiations. : 

But the rank and file determination to fight js there, 
as was demonstrated by a one day wildcat at the East 
Moline, Illinois Harvester plant on October 13 and by ~1 . 
the Waterloo, Iowa Deere plant where workers tookk on 

1 the union officials' refusal to build an effective stri e. 
The union leadership had refused to keep pickets up 

on the weekends and kept them manned for only 
12 hours during the day. Of course tile company was 
moving goods in and out freely during the time when 
no pickets were up. After the workers themselves set 
up a voluntary 24 hour picket they decided to push 
the hacks. Sixty workers charged into th9 local presi­
dent's office of the Iowa plant and told him that they 
could never shut the company down unless the union 
set up 24 hour pickets. When the president tried to 
hide behind the excuse that the committeemen were 
running the strike, the Cvorkers stormed into a commit­
teeman meeting. The pommitteemen put up all sorts 
of excuses to why they couldn't get up a twenty-four 
hour p"cket. But the workers said "we are going to 
have the pickets up 24 hours and that's all there is to 
it." The committeemen and the International reps 
present had no choice but to agree. 8 

were angry about being dominated by the majority in 
the UAW (production workers) and emphasized the de­
mands of some UAW skilled trades hacks for separate · 
representation. The agents of the bourgeoisie tried hard 
to split trades and production using the tradesmen's ve­
to power over the whole contract as a storm center of 
controversy. While production workers were told that 
tradesmen are greedy and just out for themselves, trades­
men were told that production workers are satisfied, 
foolish and too hungry to think for themselves and, 
given this, that the trades' best bet was to be concern-
ed only with themselves and to rely on their veto power. 
With their skill and higher pay there is a basis for this 
narrow craft outlook tp get over among tradesmen. 

However, both skilled and production accumulated 
rich experience in the Ford strike which can be the basis 
for further unity. AWUF tried to join actions initiated 
by tradesmen and, under the slogan "skilled and produc­
tion unite," direct them away from narrow craft demands. 

They spoke at meetings and helped build th·e demon­
strations called by the lntemational Skilled Trades Coun­
cil (ISTC), while at the same time struggling against the 
narrow craft outlook and opportunism of its leaders. · 
When skilled workers walked out at the Rouge power 
plant, AWUF went to the picket lines and helped build 
that struggle as far as it would go. Many tradesmen re­
sponded by helping to pass out AWUF- leaflets. 

These activities, combined with the 40% no vote and 
the fact that there is a growing rank and file movement 
among production workers, have had ~significant influ­
ence on many tradesmen. By continuing to build a com­
mon struggle against the two-headed monster and strug­
gling against both the narrow craft outlook of tradesmen 

and the outlook among production workers that trades­
men are just out for themselves, these advances can be 
some of the most important corning out of the strike. 

There is also the basis for further advances at GM. 
Chrysler and AMC when the contract comes up there. 
AWUF has put out a national broadsheet, summing up 
the Ford strike for all ~uto workers, and calling for con­
tinuing and intensifying the battle at the other compan­
ies. With word on the sellout that came-down at Ford 
spreading, the battered ship may sink under the blows 
of these other auto workers when the international tries 
to sail it through there. 

The International knows this and has been telling these 
other workers that their contract is a closed question, 
that they can exp~ct no more than the "concessions" 
won at Ford. Combined with this they spread the threat 
that a strike at these other companies could run into 
Christmas• vacation, with the workers losing th~ir Christ· 
mas holiday pay. 

But many auto workers a lready feel there is no way 
in hell t hat they sho uld be bound by t he rott.en terms 
of the Ford settlement-a settlement which itself takes 
away five paid days at Christmas over three years. This 
is something they have to live under for the next three 
years and many aren't going to let it be railroaded 
through without one heck of a fight. 

Local 599 at GM, Buick in Flint, Michigan and the 
local at Chrysler's Twinsbur.9 (Cleveland) _Stamping 
plant have already come out officially against the Ford 
settlement. The rank and file at GM Sterling Stamping 
(Detroit area) forced their local to ·take a stand against 
the terms of the Ford contract and.at GM Hydramatic 
(Detroit area) the rank and file passed AWl;JF's demands 
after the Ford settlement. And on October 10 at Local 
140, Chrysler's Dodge Truck in the. Detroit area, AWUF 
organized a large rank and file turnout which forced 
through a resolution denouncing the Ford settlement as 
a sellout. Afterwards the local officials, uptigtit about 
this action, jumped a number of workers. Obviously 
they are afraid workers at Chrysler and the other com­
panies will learn too much about this contract. 

Around the country workers in many GM, Chrysler 
and AMC plants wore armbands supporting the Ford 
strikers and are passing petitions denouncing the Ford 
settlement, 

Sinking the sellout at these other companies is not 
going to be easy though, with the International and the 
entire ruling class proving in the Ford settlement that. 
they will go all out to get a yes vote by hook or by 
crook. It is important for the rank and file at the_se 
other plants to get organized to vote no: preparing to 
create enough of a movement, where .Possible, to stop 
the vote from being stolen. At the same time people 
must be prepared to seize the initiative from the Inter· 
national during this vote no movement, force a strike 
if necessary, and make it a real strike which wins some 
of the real demands of the rank and file. 

The gains made so far in these '76 auto contract 
struggles, if consolidated, have a significance for the 
entire working class. The struggle shows that it Is pos­
sible to fight the two-headed monster, even when one 
head is as entrenched and "centralized" as the UAW 
top officials, and make significant headway. Of course, 
the bourgeoisie sees the cracks developing in its armor 
and is sure to counter-attack, where it can get away with 
it, with firings, strong arm tactics, and stepped up red­
baiting. The I UE gangster attack at GM, Frigidaire in 
Dayton, Ohio (see Aug. 15 and Oct. 1, 1976 Revolu­
tion) certainly proves this. But the struggle of auto 
workers, like the entire working class, is growing in 
the face of the capitalist crisis and with a leadership 
which unites all who can be united against the real 
enemy, these difficulties, too, can surely be overcome• 
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RCPHolds 
Elections Forums 

The Revolutionary Communist Party is holding meet· 
ings in many areas ;iround the country in October and 
early November, to bring out its view on the meaning of 
the '76 elections to the working class in its struggle with 
the capitalist rulers. Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Cen­
tral Committe& of the RCP, is speaking on this impor­
tant question in a number of cities. So far, he spQ.l<.e in 
New York City to an audience of about 275 people on 
October 1 and in Milwaukee on October 17. 

In Milwaukee, the speech was preceded by a dinner. 
Over 175 people of all nationalities, mostly workers and 
working class youth, responded to the speech with loud 
applause and a lively question and answer session. 

Before election day comrade Avakian will speak in 
the following cities: -

Chicago, Saturday, October 23 
Detroit, Sunday, October 24 
Cincinnati, Thursday, October 28 
Cleveland, Saturday, October 30 
Los Angeles, Monday, November 1 
The times of the programs will generally be in the 

evenings. More specific information will be released in 
the local areas. The meetings held by the Party and 
these speeches are an important part of the battle 
around this year's elections. Below are a few excerpts 
from the speech in Milwaukee which highlight 
some of the points that will be made in all the upcom­
ing programs. 

" There are some differences between them. Let's 
look at how they argue it out. Carter gets up and says, 
'Ford is corrupt. He's tainted with Watergate, he doesn't 
care about the !)P.ople who are unemployed, he doesn't 
care if inflation is as high as it is. He's just going to let 

things go that way if it's needed to help big business.' 
And Carter's right. 

"And Ford gets up and says, 'Jimmy Carter is a liar. 
He's not going to create more jobs. All of his programs 
can't even be paid for, they're going to create more in· 
flation even if he tries to implement th~n:i. And he's a 
shuck and a fraud.' And Ford's right. 

"Because either way you turn either one of their pro· 
grams is only going to continue this system and continue 
to try to soften us up for more attacks. That's the na· 
ture of the whole setup." 

"******* 
"How can you represent capital and labor at the same 

time? How can you speak for the slavemaster and the 
slaves at the same time? Right there you know tbat 
they're liars. Anybody that gets up and says that they 
represent the slavemaster and the slave at the same time 
is a liar from the get go. And that's the first thing we've 
got to understand. We don't talk about representing 
the slaveowner and the slave. We represent the slaves 
and that's all there is to it. And we're determined that 
WJ? ain't going to be slaves no more. That's all there~ 
to it!" [Applause] · 

••••••• 
"Once we begin to understand what they're doing to 

us, we can see that this el~ction is not just a shuck, not 
just 'no solution.' It's an attack on us. It's an attempt 
to get us out acting for our slavemasters to give them a 
stamp of approval to keep us enslaved. They come along 
and say, 'You're going to have one of them anyway. You 
might as well vote because, even though neither one of 
them is any good, you're going to have one of them any· 
way.' 

While Carter and Ford filibilstered through the first debate in Philadelphia, 300 workers, ...ets, students and youth out· 
side expressed the sentiments of millions who are sick and tired of the donkey-elephant circus that leaves only a smelly 
residue 9fttJr the show is over. 

Elections ... 
Continued from Page 1 
·difference between the candidates that the whole thing 
was boring as hell . So with the second debate, in San 
Francisco, Carter and Ford really launched into each 
other a little more, slapping and thumping at each 
other. But for all the smoke there was little fire since 
their positi()ns were basically identical. Again, the real 
struggle was between the working class and its allies 
and the bourgeoisie. To build up for this action, UWOC 
held an afternoon rally at an unemployment center, 
followed by large-scale leafletting across the city, and a 
car caravan which included floats and a truckload full 
of workers and youth. 

in the flesh when they showed themselves among the 
people. When Carter came to glad-hand the morning 
shift at the Allis· Chalmers agricultural implements 
plant in Milwaukee one day, UWOC members and other. 
workers, unem~loyed and employed, were there to 
denounce him declaring "Victory Through Our Own 
Struggle, Not the Elections." 

Later, when vice:presidential hopeful Mond.ale came 
waltzing into Racine, Wisconsin to speak atthe Labor 
Center there, he was wearing a UAW jacket like Carter 
had before him. A speaker at the UWOC-led picket 
line ran down how the UAW leadership's sabotage of 
the Ford strike went hand in hand with their attempts 
to tie the working class to capitalist politicians. One 
union hack challenged the demonstrating workers, "If 
you're not for Ford or Carter, who are you for?" A 
picketer yelled back at him, "We're for the working 
class!" 

This was the message that came through when Carter 
visited Chicago. At a mainly Black church on Chicago's 
South Side, the Democratic Party machine pulled out 

' 

) 

October 16, 1976 

"They're telling us something and we should learn 
from it. What they're saying is, 'You're going to have 
exploitation anyway, have oppression anyway, you're 
going to be robbed and attacked and cheated and see 
your kids go without shoes, see health care cut back, 
we're going to have all that anyway no matter which 
man is elected.' And _they're telling the truth even 
though they're trying to tell a lie. We should learn 
from that truth. 'All they're saying is that as "long as 
we have capitalislJl we· will have exploitation and op· 
pression anyway so you might as well vote for it be· 
cause the real candidate is not Ford or Carter, the real 
candidate is their so-called free enterprise system, their 
actual system of wage slavery that we're being asked to 

, vote for." • • 
I 

all the stops to present Carter as the greatest friend of 
the Black and working people siQce Roosevelt. The 
50 or so people picketing outside, however, reached out 
to a big number of people iii the neighborhood to put 
the lie to the whole show. This was brought out strong· 
ly by an older Black worker who asked to use the mi· 
crophone, saying that he had been born in the ghetto 
and it was still the ghetto and no politician had ever 
changed that. Carter is a phony just like FDR was, he 
declared, and through the experience of two wars ana 
the depression he'd seen that all any politician cares 
about is lining the owners' pockets at the workers' ex· 
pense. 

Students Take l:Jp Campaign 

The candidates ar;id their bigshot defenders have al· 
so met strong opposition in their campus attempts to 
try to draw students into their con game. At the Uni· 
versity of Illinois at Champaign, the Revolutionary 
Student Brigade, student organization of the RCP, 

' challenged a local Democratic city councilman and the 
"register to vote" crowd to a debate. In fton~ of about . 
150 students, the claims that students should put their 
faith and hopes for change on the power of the ballot 
box were torn to shreds. Later, when Mondale came 
around: thousands of students made things so hot for 
him that he had to leave early. When he launched into 
his usual vague promises about giving people jobs, the 
hall erupted into chants of "How? How? l:iow?" until 
he·finally r~treated. • 

In ~ddition tolhese direct confrontations, the cam· 
paign has been going out widely on a day to ~ay basis. 
UWOC elections' posters are beginning to spring up. 
In many areas, there has been street comer agitation, , 
combined with leafletting, and the campaign is being 
taken into the plants and built there as a real issue. In 
this, a national UWOC leaflet and button with the slo· 
gan, all building toward the election day demonstrations, 
have been very helpful in uniting with the distrust and 
disgust that the masses have towards the election farce 
and building, through concrete actions, the political , 
independence of the working class. All out November 

2nd! • 
This Ford-Carter debate about foreign policy show· 

ed how the whole ruling class !.ees the need to step up 
their contention and preparations for war with the 
Soviet Union. Members of Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War, who have already seen what imperialist war 
means, spoke to the rally outside to denounce the dan· 
ger of war and the criminal maneuvers of the U.S. im· 
perialists to prop up their interests in South Africa and 
elsewhere. 

·AllOut NoK~2! 
But the bourgeoisie's attempts to pull the electoral 

wool over the masses' eyes aren't confined to the TV 
screen, and the campaign by the working class to expose 
the sham of bourgeois elections and bring forward the 
interests of the working class took on the candidates 



.. 

E.Europe 
Andthe-
Great 
Liberators 

One oi the finest moments in tile seconCl-ford/Carter 
debate came when Jerry claimed that the countries of 
Eastern Europe were not dominated by the USSR. Car· 
ter's eyes lit up like pinbail wizard and he pounced on 
the statement, declaring that the opposite was true and 
that he stood for the liberation oHhose countries from 
the Soviet yoke. Ford, either realizing he't:l said some­
thing awfully stupid or maybe just slow on the uptake, 
claimed that what he really meant was that the people 
there-singling \)Ut Yugoslavia, Poland and Rumania­
still longed for fr,eedom and that they resisted Soviet 
domination. 

For several weeks following the going was rough on 
the Eastem Europe issue. Carter charged around on a 
white Jiorse carrying a torch as the _liberator of oppres· 
sed peoples as Ford lamely tried to insist he'd always 
been in favor of liberating Eastern Europe and iftat's 
what he'd been talking about in the first place. Why, 
Ford stammered, as his aides whipi)ed out old xeroxes 
of "Captive Nation Day" speeches, he'd even been to 
Poland and had a chance to talk to the people! Finally 
though, Ford was forcedto admit what had been clear 
to everyone all along-he'd stuck his foot about two­
thirds of the way down his pipes. 

Of course, most of Eastem Europe is dominated by 
the Soviet Union-certainly Poland. As social-imperia­
lists they have put together an empire there and are 
benefitting quite nicely from the labor, of the workers. _ 
But then the U.S. has an empire too. 

What if Ford had slipped Puerto Rico in there with 
Poland. Then what7 Would Carter have claimect that 
he'd always been for the liberation of Poland and Puer­
to Rico 7 Now that would have been news I Lucky for 
Jerry the Vietnam War wasn't still on. Maybe he would 

' have dragged out more "liberation" stories to explain 
why the government was flying 8-52 carpet bombing 
raids. 

Well, anyway, it's good to see that the next president, 
whoever he is, is all fired up for liberating the whole 
wide world. Only, it's going to be real news to blaeks 
in U.S. supported racist South Africa, or to the people 
in Taiwan and Korea who have U.S. troops stationed 
all around or to the Palestinians who see all those U.S. 
weapons pouring tnto Israel. • 

Both candidates are really serious about all this "lib­
eration" jazz, though. Leaving aside arguments about a 
billion here or a billion there, they both want to spend 
tens of billions of dollars to get ready for the next war 
which would undottbtedly be fought in the name of 
"liberation" by both superpowers-each seeking to lie­
erate the countries and peoples under the domination 
of the other and establish their own economic, politi­
cal and military control. • . 
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CP & SWP Election Campaigns 

Fresh Paint On 
'Democracy' Facade 

Besides the election show in the main ring between 
Jimmy Carter and Jerry Ford there are numerous other 
minor parties running candidates for election. Two of 
them the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA and the 
Socialist Worker:; Party (SWP), claim ta' be for the 
workers and oppressed people and claim to be revolu- -
tionary, socialist and communist. They have succeeded 
in getting themselves on the ballot in many states and 
they. are campaigning as the "real alternative" to t he 
two main capitalist parties, the Democrats and the Re­
publicans. 

The CPUSA and the SWP are faking their campaigns 
to the factory gates, to the neighborhoods and onto 
the campuses. They have bought time on TV for polf · 
tical messages. They are getting free time on TV to re· 
;ply fo editorials and are popping up in the news as 
they file a flurfy of court suits, demanding to be treat· 
ed equally with the Democrats and the Republicans. 
More people have heard the politi.cal message of these 
two parties this year than any in recent memory. 

But these election campaigns, like the parties that 
spawned them, are not revolutionary, ~ocialist or com­
munist. Not only are they not the "real alternative'' 
for the workeFs and oppressed people, t hey are actually 
attempting to further shaekle the peqple to the trap ot 
bourgeois democracy, to the n.1le of the exploiters. 

Both pal'ities are working the· same side of the street. 
Both "expose" the premises of Carter and the Qemo· 
~ats at every turn and then elaborate a pr;ogram that 
will "really deliver" for the masses, a gift from the 
"real party of the workers." 

A "Vote With Clout" 

The CPUSA asks, "Would you vote for your boss 
to ee shop steward? Then why vote for his eandidate 
for public office?" But why vote for Gus Hall, the 
CPlJSA's presidential candidate, who has a snowball's 
chance of hitting tile White Hot.lse? The GPlJSA's 
strategy does not foresee winning•a major elaction 
right now. So,'they say, casting a vote for Gus Hall is 
casting a "vote witn clout." 

Roughly, this means that the more voters pull Gus's 
lever, the more scared the bourgeojsie, and especially 
the more "liberal" of them in the Democratic Party, 
will get. Out of stone cold fear of this vote, the capi­
talists will sudden1¥ for~t their own class interests and 
begin dishing out all sorts of goodies to the people. 
l'he capitalists who have defended their regime a hun­
d f d times with bullet and.bomb will be put to trigbt 
b~ the terrific force of paper' ballots. Jarvis 'fyner, 
Hdll's running mate, summed this up in saying, "If the 
bo;urgeoisie spehds millions to stop communism in 
lta'ly, Portugal, Chile, Angola, etc., a big Communist 
vote will make them spend millions in the U.S. on the 
c:it\es." 

The CPUSA lays out an election program with far 
mcire Javish promises than Fritz Mondale would have 
ever dreamed: jobs for all, massive s~cial service pro­
grams, an end to racism and injustice, and peace and dis-

Capitalists.'De&perate 
Deceitvs. Workers' 
GrowingStuggle 

The real political struggle of the election 
year is not the phony choice they offer 
of picking between two brands of poison. 

.It is the struggle of the working class to 
beat back these attacks and forge its own 
future. 

16 cents 

armament. 
The program the ~mmunist Party, USA is running 

is "a people's anti-monopoly coalition," "a new legal 
framework," and detente with t he Soviet Union. 

Thaheart of the program-and what it promises 
will really deliver the goods to the people-is.the "peo· 
"pie's anti-monopoly coalition." ~ts- poficy is to "lessen 
the burdens on working peoji>le by compelling shifts 
in sufplus value from monopoly to working people 
through governmental budgets and at the point of p~o­
duction .... " An example of this is cutting the military 
budget by 80% and funnelling the money saved into so­
cial services. (What these "communists" want the U.S. 
govetnment to save the other 20% for is unclear, maybe · 
just enough to invade Mexico or shoot down demon­
strating wor·kers?) 

Why exactly are social services getting slashed and 
what could possibly "compel" the capitalists, short of 
revolution, to disarm themselves? 

:What the CPUSA "anti-monoP-Oly coalition" ignores 
-or more to the point, tfies to hide-are the laws of 
capitalism. First off, they imply tliati the cutting of 
social services in favor of big defense budgets is some 
kind of reversible ''policy." Money sunk int'o libraries, 
garl:iage colleetion and fire protection returns no pro-
fit for the majority of t he capitalist class. It is a fact 
that the capitalists are caught in a profit squeeze, they 
can't grab enough capital through "normal" means to 
fuel all the necessary new investment. New York City 
is just the sharpest example of what this capitql crisis 
means for cities-it's happening all over-as non,pro­

·ductive capital gets moved out and over into profit-mak· 
ing ventures. , · 

War & E>etente 

Lenin, whom ~he CPUSA claims to uphold, pointed 
out more tf\an 50 years ag9 that imperialis..m, with the 
relentless drive for jilrofit of competing great powers, 
always ebives towards war, independent 9f any "polic:y" 
on the part of this or that capitalist. :All the votes in 
the world never will get tne bourgeoisie to disarm. 
"fhe.CPIJSA program includes a big push for detente­
"world pe~ce.''-as if the capitalists can lay down their 
arms and be friends witli everybody. 

"A few yeaFS ago, at' big ·demon..strations,we sang 
the song 'All We Are Saying ls<iive Peace a Chance.' 
Well, now in this election year, we aFe again saying, 
'Give detente and' peace a chanee,' "says Gus Hall, 
CPUS~ candidate for President. The two superpowers, -
ttie U.S. and the USSR, are driven by the law,s of im­
perialism to constantlv reach out for more people to 
exploit and more markets to dumR, their- 'goods. ,Where 
one is on the offensive, th~ other"'delends and vice 
versa. This c;ontention~ often carried out under the 
banner of "detente," has led to armea clashes ey proxy 
in Angola, showdownS" over the Mideast, and covert 
political infighting as in Portugal. 

Instead of facing 'the truth-and arming the masses 
to understand this imperialist clash and itS--c1ass basis­
the CPUSA spreads lies ahCI illusions By upholding on 
the one liand the peaceloving, "socialist" SOviet Union 
and condemning on the other the vile, evil U.S. mili­
tary-industr1al complex which is preventing more en­
lightened imperialists in the U.S. from wholeheartedly 
embracing detente. If only the U.S. voters will tum 
back the boys from the military-industrial oomplex, 
then ~ace and 80«}() of the militar:y budget is our-sl 

The whole show serv.es both imperialist Bandits fine, 
a world where war or peace is a matter cif policy among 
reasonable men and where the Soviet l:Jnion is the so­
cialfSt inotherland1and so, by~definition, cannot be ag· 
gressive. But it's just not that way. 

· This.detente triek, this whole illusion pushed by the 
CPUSA, is·dangerous. Besides, o'f course, pimping off 
the deepfelt desires of millians for peace, the CPUSA 
serves up the slogan, "Oetente means jobs." This is 
only theflip sid~ of another equally deceitful and 
deadly bourgeois line, "War means jobs," put out. by 
Scoop.Jackson and his Bunch. 

Either line is poison for the working class, both 
mean more power in the hands of the bourgeoisie be· 
c:ause they line up the workiitg class right behind the 
capitalists, hoping and pressuring for salvation within 
the workings of their system. But neither the illusion 
oi detente nor t~e misery of war will cure unemploy­
ment, which is part and parcel of capitalism. Should 
workers be reduced to the useless task of weighing the 
number of jobs detente would supposedly mean com­
pared to a small war or maybe a world war? For the 
working class the task is to expose the s)lam of detente, 

Continued on Page 14 

' \ 



Page 14 

CP&SWP ... 
Continued from Page 13 

the real contention, the real drive to war and build up 
the working class st~uggle against war preparations, un­
employment and the real source of all these misei:ies­
the imperialist system. 

The CPUSA's "new legal framework" is one that 
would "outlaw all forms of racism and abolish &II anti· 
democratic and repressive laws." In fact, the whole 
history of the civil rights and Black liberation struggle 
of the l~st 20 years shows that the basis of the oppres­
sion of Black people is capitalist exploitation and, 
while the struggle has won some democratic rights, 
real equality is impossible under capitalism no matter 
what laws proclaiming formal "equality" are passed. 
And the CP's only purpose in raising this "legal frame­
work" is to hide this lesson, resurrect old fairy tales 
and use this "framework" to confine and squelch real 
struggle against national oppression. 

"Fulfill the Promise" 

Then comes the clincher of the CP's election cam­
paign. With the current pclitical system increasingly 
discredited after Watergate and a thousand other ex­
posures, up steps the CPUSA to pretty it up by posing 
as this system's revolutionary inheritors. "The ful­
fillment of the democratic promises of the Declaration 
of Independence," they say, "are still the unfinished 
business before the people." This then is supposed to 
be the revolutionary goal of "communists" and the 
historic task of the working class-to extend the exist· 
ing "democracy" to cover the workers and minorities 
as well as the capitalists. 

But the real question is the class question-of which 
class rules society. How is it possible to1speak of equal ­
ity and democracy when millions are forced to labor 
just to survive so a parasitic few can reap the fruits of 
this in immense wealth and power? Only on the basis 
of establishing the rule of the working class by over­
throwing the capitalist system and its class relations can 
the working class end all forms of oppression, practice 
its own democracy and exercise dictator~ip over the 
overthrown class of exploiters. . 

This is the real truth, pointed to by Watergate and 
a thousand other recent events where the face of the 
enemy has become clearer. This, of course, the CP 
will not bring out, but works overtime to hide by ped­
dling their view that the task of the working masses is 
not to make their own revolution, but to somehow 
finish the bourgeoisie's, begun 200 years ago and long 
since~over. To make exploitation and oppression, the 
heart arid soul of capitalism, more "fair" rather than 
do away with them. 

Along with all this goes the CP's slick TV commer· 
cial pitch to "put a worker in the White House" (pre­
sumable much better than Putting a peanut g~ower in 
the White House, Jimmy' Cartet's angle). And what 
would this worker do? Perhaps this was best expressed 

The CPUSA and ths SWP try to outdo Carter and the 
Democrats ;n offer;ng up election year prom;ses to 
"tile working man." But the hopes they hold out are 
false and all they amount to is glorifying the political 
setup of the present system of misery. Only through 
their own struggle can the workers wr;ng concessions 
from the capitaUst rulers and carry through to victory. 
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by Gus Hall himself on a recent Tomorrow show on 
TV: When he was asked if a communist president could 
work with a Republican-dominated Congress, Hall 
eagerly answered yes. Rockefeller, for example, will 
be relieved to hear that he can still have all of his blood­
su~king "rights" under the CP's revolutionary view of 
future society. All this just underscores that "putting 
a worker in the White House" has nothing to do with 
the working class taking political power. 

Somewhere-but not in their election literature for 
the masses, only in the party theoretical journal for 
fellow party members-the CPUSA finally 'fesses up: 
"No measures, however, short of socialism can com­
pletely eliminate ... the basic contradictions of capital· 
ism." But this evades the basic question-how to get 
there? A big vote for Gus? Really get the Democratic 
Party all freaked out? The point is the CPUSA does 
not lead the struggle forwa rd towards revolution, the 
only road to socialism. The CPUSA has covered up the 
class nature of bourgeois democracy. obscured class 
exploitation, twisted the-nature of the capitalists' laws 
and hidden the class content of the contention between 
the two imperialist superpowers. This is the net et.feet 
of their "communist" election program. · 

The CPUSA's concoction of "communism," though 
feeble today, is of great potential commercial value to 
the capitalists: With more and more misery each year's 
harvest, the masses demand that life not continue in 
the present way. The bourgeoisie must convince·the 
masses that such change can be won without revolu­
tion, without overthrowing bourgeois rule. This ser­
vice the CPUSA willingly provides. 

"Put Socialism on the Ballot" 

In a time when "our democracy" is getting very 
frayed around the edges, we find a new push behind 
the Socialist Workers·Party (SWP) and their "socialist 
alternative." And what is this "socialist alternative?" 
Makin_g this "democracy"-bourgeois democracy-work. 

This year. with Peter Camejo heading up their tic· 
ket, t he SWP is running its most extensive campaign 
ever, with candidates for all sorts of offices in 33 states. 
Just getting themselves on the ballot they claim is a 
big victory for the masses. In doing this they are "de­
fending the democratic rights of the majority" and 
"putting socialism on the ballot." Unlike the CPUSA 
whose main hope is to build its "clout" with the Demo· 
cratic Party and push them "leftward," the SWP enter­
tains hopes of winning a position here or there, if not 
this election year, maybe the next. 

The SWP has been getting a lot of coverage in the 
bourgeois press lately with their civil suit against the 
FBI spying on them. They hoge the publicity will 
overcome their lack of reputation among the masses. 
They are quite proud of their suit against the Feds. 
"History will record," they declare, "that the most im­
portant event of the bicentennial was not a bunch of 
ships sailing up the Hudson, but the defense of the ~· 
Bill of Rights by the SWP, whicn has mobilized public 
opinion and expored the FBI and government for what 
they have done." 

What the SWP is really all about can be learned by 
looking into their suit against' the government. The 
FBI had been spying on them for 35 years and had not 
found a single piece of evidence of an Illegal act. The 
SWP ljl/OTked hard to convince the government that 
there w~ nothing illegal about their party or its activ· 
ities. What was actually in question was whether the 
SWP was really a threat to the status quo. The SWP 
finally won. On September 14, the Attorney General 
of the U\S. ordered the FBI to ~ep its mitts off the 
SWP: They were no threat to capitalist rule, they were 
no danger. 

Which is it? Is socialism and working class revolu­
tion harmless and acceptable to the capitalists or is the 
SWP's "Socialism" a sharh, a lie, a trick? Of course, 
it is the latter. 

The heart of the SWP's election program is the 
" Bill of Rights for Working People." This would give 
people the right ta a job, to live in any neighborhood 
they wanted to live in, etc. eut just as the SWP forgets 
that ful~ employment was officially made govern-
ment policy in 1947, open housing in the mid-'60s, 
and so on. Obviously, it takes more than fine-sounding 
proclamations to bring about change, it takes struggle 
and ultimately revolution. 

Another fairy-tale illusion tile SWP promotes is the -
possibility of "letting the people vote in a referendum_,. 
before the country is dragged into any more wars." 
Elect'ing "peace candidate" Lyndon Johnson in '64 
showed that the American people d idn't want to go to . 
war in Vietnam but that hardly made a "difference to 
either LBJ or t he bourgeois rulers he represented. The 
capitalists tried to make an example out of the Viet­
namese liberation struggle, to drown it in blood and 
"persuade" other opifessed people not to rise up. To 
say a referendum wo~ld make it otherwise, is to try 
to turn history upsi~ down. 

Much of the SW~s program boils.down to petty­
bourgeois appeals for "democracy" in the abstract, 
democracy for everyone, including, it seems, for t he 
oppressors as well as the oppressed. The SWP so loves 
the bourgeoisie's democracy they've demanded it be 
extended to Nazis organizing on campuses. When the 
scholarly Professor Shockley tours the country to speak 
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about how Blacks and other minorities are genetically 
inferior, the SWP demands that no one interfere with 
his right to speak! They have even attacked the Revol­
utionary Student Brigade, the RCP's student group, 
for shutting

1
down this reactionary dog. 

Playing to people's desire for real change, the SWP 
says all this will only be possible "if the government 
itself passes completely into the hands of the majority 
-the masses of working people." 

The State 

What the SWP's stinking opportunism has in common 
with the CPUSA is a total abandonment of the Lenin· 
ist analysis of the state. " ... the liberation of the op· 
pressed class is impossible not only without a violent 
revolution, but also w;thout the destruction of the 
apparatus of state power, which was created by-ihe 
ruling class ... " (Lenin, State and Revolution, FLP, 
p. 9, emlilhasis in original) , 

This points to the real role of the campaigns of both 
the SWP and the CPUSA. It comes to more than simply 
the sum total of their ineffectiveness and the pocket­
ful of illusions with which they litter up the scene. 
Their real effect is to be a kind of advanced guard for 
the bourgeoisie, f illing a breach the capitalists and 
their " regular" pol_iticians cannot fi ll-putting a "com­
munist" and "socialist" label on some increasingly 
discredited political snakeoil, fixing up what is unfix­
able, the capitalists' political system. The CPUSA and 
the SWP prop up the very illusions the bourgeoisie pro· 
motes among the masses by portraying lne state ap­
paratus-the .gover-nment, the· legal frami!work, etc.-
as som·e· kind of neutral "high ground." Hight now, 
the capitalists occupy that high ground but the masses 
must sei~e every opportunity to advance their struggle 
and prepare for the opportunity to push them off and 
seize the heights for themselves. 

But "the state is an organ of class rule, an organ of 
oppression of one class by another; its aim is the crea­
tion of :Order' which legalises and perpetuates this 
oppression .. . A democratic republic is the best pos­
sible political shell for capitalism .. .it establishes power 
so securely, so firmly ttiat no change, either of persons, 
of institutions, or of parties in the bourgeois-democra­
tic republic can shake it." (Lenin. State and Revolu· 
tion, F LP, pp. 8 ahd 15-16, emphasis in original) 

What Lenin is driving at is that the whole state ap­
paratus, the army. police, courts of law, bureaucracy, 
etc., was created by the bourgeaisie to serve the bour­
geoisie. That state apparatus is ultimately defended by 
the guns of the army. In-spite of illusions spread by 
the CP and SWP to the contrary, is there any real reason 
to believe that the U.S. ruling class, who have over­
thrown many a legally constituted government overseas, 
would sit still and let some "socialists" legislate away 
the bourgeoisie in their own backyard without resorr­
ing to the same violent methods? 

Taking all this into account, it's clear that to cast a 
vote for Gus Hall o r Peter Camejo is not even a protest 
vote, it is only a sign to the bourgeoisie that their ser­
vants are doing-their jobs well in prettifying up their 
system. 

Th~ elections are an important arena for struggle 
between the working class and the exploiters and can­
not be ignored. The tasks of communist!> around elec­
tions are the same whether or not the Party actually 
fields a slate of candidates. V .I. l.!enin and the Bol­
sheviks participated in elections in Czarist Russia suc­
cessfully and were able to advance t he workers' cause. 
The lessons Lenin summed up apply to the working 
class struggle today and also are a good yardsticl< by 
which to judge which class t h'e CPUSA and SWP serve. 

"Even' in the most democratic bourgeois state the 
oppressed masses at every step encounter the crying 
contradiction between the formal equality proclaimed 
by t he 'democracy' of the capitalists and the thousands 
of real limitations and subterfuges which turn 'the pro· 
letarians into wage slaves. It is precisely this contra­
diction that is opening the eyes of the masses to the 
rottenness, mendacity and hypocrisy of capitalism. It 
is this contradiction that the agitators and propagan­
dists of Socialism are constantly exposing to thelmasses, 
in order to prepare them for revolution!" (Lenin, The 
Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky, 
FLP,-p. 24, emphasis ih original) 

Millions of Americans are disgusted with the pre­
sent political setup. There is a growing feeling that 
the two main parties, the Democrats and Republicans, 
are owned lock, stock and barrel by the rich and can't 
really serve the masses. It is an excellent time for ex· 
posing the farce of bourgeois democracy and raise the 
correct feelings of the masses to a solid class under­
standing of the system. And it is for this reason that 
the CP and SWP election campaigns are all the more 
treacherous. They obscure the rule of the handful of 
exploiters and hold up the illusion of progress, even 
socialism, coming from the bourgeois political process. 

The questions the masses have about the presel)t 
system must be answered truthfully. exposing the 
class relations, oppressed and oppressors. exploiters 
and exploited, that lay at the root of all misery. The 
struggle of the masses must not be channeled back into 
the system but must be broken out of those bonds, to 
aim towards the day when the working class will rise up 
and lead the masses forward to socialist revolution.• 
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REVOLUTION 

Chicago's Southwest Side 

'chind the Conflict 
In Marquette Park 

In recent months a neighborhood in Chicago has 
been t he scene of fighting in the streets, rock throwing, 
Black and white people at each other's throats: July 17. 
1000 whites, mainly youths gather in Marquette Park, 
many throw rocks at Black marchers. August 19, the 
Martin Luther King Movement declares its intention to 
march again, daring another incident to take place. Aug­
ust 20, the American Nazi Party say they will have a 
countermarch. August 21, 2000 whites gather on West­
ern Avenue to keep Blacks out. Off duty policemen are 
discovered to be involved in the attack on Blacks. 

All of this has taken place in Marquette Park, a white 
largely working class neighborhood on Chicago's South­
west side. Chicago, even more than most U.S. big cities, 
is strictly segregated. Boundaries of school districts 
have been consistently redrawn as neighborhoods 
change, to keep the schools segregated. The bourgeoisie 
has been abte to enforce a pattern of segregation aod 
re-segregation. Many neighborhoods have "changed," 
that is, gone from virtually all white to virtually all 
Black in short periods of time as banks have followed 
the policy of redlining. The real estate vultures sweep 
down on areas promoting panic selling and "steering" 
Black families into areas slated for the expansion of the 
Black ghettoes. As the neighborhoods have gone from 
white to Black, all the features of nation\jl oppression 
have foHowed-greater crime, deterioration of social 
services, rapid deterioration of housing, etc. Naturally 
this type of situation le3ds to tremendous hardship and 
suffering· for all concerned while the capitalists rake in 
profit hand over fi:;t. It also magnifies the social an­
tagonisms that national oppression creates. 

The Nazis, reactionary scum, say that if Blacks move 
into the neighborhood they will bring with them run­
.down houses, unsafe streets-a decaying community. 
The Martin Luther King Movement (MLKM), marching 
under banners of open housing, decent schools and no· 
segregation-legitimate demands touching real concerns 
of Black people-point the finger of blame at white peo­
pl~ . 

The reactionaries promote the notion that the FHA 
(Federal Housing Authofity) protects the Blacks and 
gives them a good deal. In fact, the FHA is a vulture 
that preys mostly on Blacks, but also on any other peo­
ple it can get its claws into, and exists to insure profits 
for capitalists. 

The Nazis put out that it's Black people that are the 
cause of ~e deterioration of the neighborhood.s. In 
actuality, this deterioration begins before the first 
Blacks move in. It is a product of systematic destruc­
tion by the financial institutions and government. The 
people who live in tho5e neighborhoods, as well as 
those who move in, are the vi~ims. 

To the vast majority of people, th!s country seems 
to be going to hell. The cities are falling apart, schools 
closing down, sociai services cut back. Unemployment 
is high. Working conditions and w~ are being attack­
ed. Crime is on the rise. For people of all nationalities 
.it's a struggle just to survive. In this situation people 
are getting very angry, and the capitalist rulers of this 
country-whose system is the cause of all these prob­
lems-are trying to get the people to fight each other 
for the crumbs, to blame each other for the misery we 
face. 

The capitalists look for hot spots like Marquette 
Park, where the racial tension they foster has been high 
in recent years, to set the fuse and ignite the people in 
open combat-white against Black. They want to con­
vince us that we can never unite to fight the common 
problems we face; they want to make us feel that the 
only way to keep from being pushed under is to figbt 
each other. 

What is really goirig on? Who's really to blame? 
Can anything be done besides Blacks and whites 
fighting each other? Can we really unite? These are 
questions asked by many people. 

The people in Marquette Park don't want to see 
their neighbort\ood go downhill like they've seen happen 
in other communities. It's only been a few years since 
West Englewood, the community next to Marquette 
Park, went down and people next door see the hand-
writing on t he wall. , 

West Englewood is a clear example of enforced 
deterioration. Between 1 ~70 and 1973 the western part 
of t he area turned from a majority white to mainly 
Black- 3200 homes changed hands in three years. Now 
t he housing t here is falling apart; the. unemployment 
rate and welfare rate is much higher; crime is worse. 
Jt has the third highest number of foreclosures In the 
city. . 

Who is to blame for this7 The Black people who live 

there? No. The white working people oJ Marquette 
Park? No. The capitalists are responsible. These 
Draculas in top hats and their city planners map out 
areas af th~ city for speculation, ravage the neighbor­
hood to meet their schemes, make a killing and leave the 
people to suffer the consequences. 

The one thing the capitalists are interested in is profit. 
When it comes to housing and our neighborhoods, they 
are not concerned about pro'liding decent homes for 
the masses of people, but about financial speculating. 

West Englewood was a neighborhood where many 
people had paid off their mortgages, and in recent 
yeaQ_ they mainly needed loans for home repairs. 
But the capitalist vampires need to tap a main artery like 
a 30-year mortgage, not a measly little blood vessel like 
home improvement loans. So they look to more l~ra­
tive areas of investment like the suburbs and the lake­
front-new blood, new mortgages-and cut way back on, 
pr even deny, loans to the older neighborhoods. 

This is redlining, and in West Englewood, an older 
neighborhood where home repairs are necessary to pre­
vent rapid deterioration, it was like the kiss of death. 
As the neighborhood began to deteriorate, those people 
who could afford to moved out. And as the "for sale" 
signs went up, the real estate and banking vultures 
swooped down to make a killing. 

It was when deterioration had already begun to set in 
that the area was opened up to Black homebuyers. The 
capitalists keep Blacks and whites segregated, and keep 
Blacks living in even worse condition than white people 
for their own purposes. 

While they present it as "inevitable racial differences" 
that.we can't live together, in fact they have systemati­
cally built up this inequality to make more profits and 
keep the people fighting among ourselves for the 
crumbs. In West Englewood, they used panic peddling 
among the whites, hounding the white homeowners with 
stories of how they woultl lose all the mone,y they Put 
into their houses if they didn't sell right away forcil)g 
people into selling dirt cheap to the mortgage bankers. 
They even hired Black gangs to terrorize people and 
commit crimes to "prove" to the white people that their 
community was no longer safe to live in. 

FHA Preys on Homeowne~s 

The Blacks who moved in were offered FHA mort­
gages. A popular myth that FHA puts out is that their 
loans are to benefit low-income people, to help them 
buy a- house. But what it really is is _one m.o.re way 
to prey on the people, particularly Black people, in 
order for the capitalists to rake in more profits. 

Houses sold on FHA loans are supposed to meet 
certain regulations, but the mortgage banker is the one 
who guarantees that the house is in good condition. 
The mortgage banker, however, is interested in only 
one thing-making money. He. doesn't care if the 
furnace is on the skids or the wiring is about to go. So 
he will sell a house in any condition he can get away 
with. 

This wouldn't be good business if it wasn't for the 
fact that the government guarantees payment to the 
banker if the person who buys the house can't make 
payment for whatever reason. So it's actually in the 
interest of the real estate and mortgage bankers for the 
house to tum over many time!. It's in their interest 
to sell a house that the buyer can't afford to fix up, 
that he abandons. They can foreclose on hfm, evict 
him, collect from the government and start all over 
again. 

This is what is happening in West Englewood. In 
April 1976, there were 338 mortgages facing foreclosure 
there. And this turnover is what the capitalists are aim­
ing for in Marquette Park, now a stable communitv 
with a large percentage of paid-up mortgages. Mar­
quette Park is already redlined, and the houses on the 
eastern border between the Penn Central tracks and 
Western Avenue that have been sold to Blacks are 
FHA mortgaged. 

To speed this process along and to add even more 
to their profits, the savings~nd loans in the ar~a (led 
by Talman Federal Savings nd loan) along with the 
government have targeted est Englewood for "reha­

. bilitation." These jackals clean up by forcing deter-
ioration on a neighborhodd and then do it again by 
"rehabilita Ing" the same community. 

For profit these bloodsuckers look at the people 
of Marquette Park as just so many bodies to be 
moved out of the way. The masses of Black people 
a:-e just so many bodies to be picked up and hurled 
into Marquette Park, seemingly at ~he white people 
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there. And overall, everyone's living conditions are 
•relentlessly driven dawn. 

This is the situation that the capitalists have 
created for the sake of their profits and are now try­
ing to use to drive a bigger wedge betvyeen the . 
masses of Black and white people. They are trying to 
blame the people as the cause of their own misery. 

At their bidding in doing this are a group of 
political sewer rats, the Nazis. The Nllzis have 
been able, by seizing on some real concerns that 
people have, to organize a number of people in 
the last year, mainly youth. They have been ac­
tive in firebombing the cars of some Black people 
in the area and generaliy terrorizing Blacks who 
move into the neighborhood or even venture into 
the park. 

These scum take real things that happen to people 
like deteriorating neighborhoods and crime, and 
twist them around and pervert them to lay the blame 
on Blacks. They build up and strengthen the poison­
ous idea that Blacks are inferior to whites and that 
segregation and the oppression .of Blacks will solve 
the problem white people face. They (like their idol 
Adolph Hitler in Germany) are nothing but tools 
of the capitalist exploiters and vicious enemies of 
all workers, Black and white. 

Martin Luther King Movement 

Also at work in pointing the blame in the wrong 
direction is the Martin Luther King Movement. They 
try to take advantage of the real and just demands 
Black people have-Gecent housing, decent schools, 
and the right to live and go where they !i>ltiase". But 
the leaders of the Martin Luther King Movement 
have not aimed the struggle at the capttalist rul ing 
class, instead they target the masses of white work­
ing people as the enemy. Furthermore, they make 
no serious challenge to the whole system of de facto 
segregation and offer no program to light it, inrtead 
simply talkin.g about the right of Blacks to move in: 
to Marquette Park, without any plan of how to fight 
for this important democratic right without it being 
made meaningless, as the bourgeoisie institutes the 
whole pattern of block busting ghetto-ization which 
would leave Marquette: Park in the same conditions 
as the neibhborhoods most Black people are forced 
to live in now. , 

The leaders of the Martin Luther King Movement 
realize that they have no following among the people 
now, and right before Labor Day weekend announc­
ed that they were not going to.hold.any more mar­
ches to Marquette Pal'k until January " They said they 
are now concentrating on the question of crime. How­
ever. the change of direction is most likely an effort 
to get more of a following, build on people's hatred 
of the Nazis and their terror, and make a bigger 
comeback. 

The capitalists are trying to use these forces and 
the struggle in Marquette ·Park as a direct attack on 
the working class and masses of people. The major­
ity of people in the Marquette Park area are not out 
there throwing rocks. Many of them see that the pro­
blem has to do with the real estate and financial in­
terests, but they see no clear solution. The 'idea a· 
rises: we can;t fight th~ banks and real est'ate, but .we 
can keep the Blacks fr.om moving in, and that will 
hold off the deterioration of the neighborhood. 

United Struggle Necessary 

Other plans have been promoted to try to pres­
sure real estate companies and savings and loans to 
fund ''buffer zones" between Marquette Park and 
the West Englewood community. But all these plans 
for preserving Marquette Park will remain a harmful 
illusion unless the fight to defeat segregation in hous­
ing is taken ul)'and the special problems facing the 
masses of Black people in the area are addressed as 
part of developing .a united struggle. It is neither 
just nor beneficial to any section of the working 
class to maintain segregated housing. · . 

...The banks and the rest of the capitalist class act 
only out of one concern-their profits. Driven by 
this aim they will continue to try to play both sides 
of the fence, playing off Black against white and 
laughing all the way to their vaults. Tfle only way to 
avoid being ruined separately is a program of united 
struggle that is aimed at the capitalist class and the 
whole way they profit by ruining neighborhoods and 
enforcing segregation. 

The working class has to look at the problem square­
ly and see that although the capitalists try to hide be· 
hind many different disg!Jises, whenever we dig into the 
problems that confront us, we find their ugly face. It 
may be difficult but the fight must be taken on for 
decent housing and neighborhoods; for equality, parti· 
cularly In this case, to smash segregation in housing 
and the extortion of higher rents, taxes, prices, credit 
and insurance rates in the minority communities; and 
the fight against foreclosures, evictions and reposses­
sions. It is only by uniting, Black and white together 
in this f ight and building strength through it that it 
will be possible to begin to turn back their attacks and 
strike at the many chains they try to bind the workers 
in. • 
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Rec:ent la~ing of Olina's first 50,()(X}-ton oil tank~r: By taking initiative Into their own hands and practicing self 
re/Janee Clunese workers have accomplished many dungs so-called experts said could not be done. Such achievements 
have greatly increased through the raging mass political struggles of the Cultural Revolution. 
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China ... 
Continued from Page 4 ' 
tried to tum Mao into a harmless idol, while opposing 
the revolutionary line tbat Mao had formulated and 
fought for. 

This tactic is nothing new in the history of the re· 
volutionary movement. More than 60 year's ago, Lenin 
pointed out that, as Marx's analysis and the revolu· 
tionary science he founded were more and more proved 
to be correct, "This makes it necessary to fight against 
tiim hypocritically, not1o oppose the principles of 
Marxism openly, but to µrelend to accept it and at 
the same time to emasculate it by sophistry, to trans· 
form Marxism into a holy 'icon' that is harmless for 
the bourgeoisie." 

This is exactly what Lin Piao tried to do, saying 
that learning a few quotations from Mao-or better 
yet, just memorizing them-was good enough, and that 
the masses did not need to really study Mao's works, 

• or the writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, that, 
in short, they did not need to grasp the science of re· 
volution. 

With ~his device Lin Piao did succeed for a while in 
'fooling many people. He even held sway for a time in 
. the Party's Central Committee. But <!S the struggle de­
veloped, led by Mao, Lin Piao's camouflage wore thin 
and he became extremely isolated. 

Behind all this lay Lin Pi~o's line, which was essen· 
tially the same as that of 'Liu Shao-chi-that the-task 
was not to make revolution, but simply to "develop 
production," that the workers should stop waging the 
class struggle and just produce more-profit-for Lin 
Piao and his bourgeois clique. 

Lin Piao, while pretending to support the Cultural 
Revolution, and even parading around as a great lead­

,er of it, actuall·,i opposed its great achievements and 
slandered the "socialist new things" it produced. It 
was because of this rotten line, and the practice and 
eventually the desperate actions it led him to, that (in 
Piao, like other ringleaders of the bourgeoisie within 
the Party before him, suffered complete defeat. All 
ttiis struggle resulted in still further political strengthen· 
ing of-the working class and the Party. 

Teng Hsiao-f)ing 

But, again, the conditions, the soil, that gave rise to 
people like Lin Piao and Liu Shao-chi, that made it pos· 
sible for them to emerge in leading positions of the 
Party and state, have not yet been eliminated, and can· 
not be for a long time. This became very clear within 
the last year, when Mao once again led the Commun· 
ist Party and the masses of Chinese people in struggle 
against Teng Hsiao-ping, and the handful of capitalist 
roaders gathered around him in the Party and state 
leadership. 

Before the Cultural Revolution Teng had been a 
leading member of the Party's Central Committee and 
the state and for some time had been a leader, together 
with Liu Shao-chi, of a bourgeois headquarters. Dur· 
ing the Cultural Revolution he was exposed and criti· 
cized and forced out of his positions by the masses. 

But, Teng was a person with experience in admini· 
stration, in economic planning, military affairs, etc. 
Under the conditions of socialism, where the contradic· 
tion between mental and manual labor, as well as the 
other d ifferences and inequalities referred to earlier 

still exist, people with such experience are necessary­
and they can serve the masses in building socialism, it 
they take up the outlook and carry out the line of the 
working class. 

After he had been criticized and removed from office 
during the Cultural Revolutinn, Teng later made a self· 

· criticism and pledged himself to uphold the achieve· 
ments of the Cultural Revolution, support the "social:. 
ist new things" and work for the interests of tfl!l work· 
ing class in transforming society. On this basis, and 
in accordance with Mao's policy of unitinR with all 
those who can be won to stand with and servhhe 
working class in making revolution, Teng was returned 
to top positions in the Party and state. 

But, once having assumed tliese positionS', Teng 
again tried to use them to put over basically the same 
policies he had promoted before, together with Liu 
Shao-chi-"material incentives," forget about class 
struggle and just "develop production," restore the old 
educiltional system to produce "experts" with no real 
knowledge of proletarian politics or production, etc. 

As before his aim was to restore capitalism, and as 
an important part of this he also slandered and opposed 
revolutionary works of art and culture that were the 
fruits of the Cultural Revolution and the continuing 
class struggle. 

But, through the high tide of the Cultural Revolution 
and other struggles against capitalist roaders and t heir 
policies since then, the masses of Chinese people had 
considerably raised their consciousness, their ai..iliti ' 
to recognize and their determination to fight against 
the bourgeoisie. So, while flagrantly promoting policies 
that would restore capi'talism, Teng, and those who , 
followed his line, tried to suit their capitalist program 
to the present stage of socialist revolution and social· 
ist construction. 

In the first years of the People's Republic, when 
the question was replacing private ownership with 
socialist forms of ownership, capitalist roaders like 
Teng had been a leading force in opposing this step. 
But now, with socialist forms of ownership in the main 
established, Teng tried to promote capitalist ownership 
not through advocating a return to individual forms of 
ownership, but through turning socialist collective own· 
ership into collective ownership serving a clique of 
bureaucrat-capitalists, whom Teng wanted to promote 
into leadership of the state and various ministries of 
the economy. 

Form and Content of Ownership 

This is exactly how the Soviet revisionists have re­
stored capitalism in that country, and a crucial lesson 
that Mao summed up from that experience is that the 
key question is not whether or not the form of owner· 
ship is collective, or state ownership, but who controls 
the state and who controls the collective ownership..! 
the bourgeoisie or the working class. ' 

Teng Hsiao·ping's line and a£tions are another proof 
of the fact ti)at, once ;.larxism has been taken up by 
the masses, and still more once the stage of socialism 
has been reached, bourg~is forces that arise must and will 
will pursue their aims in he name and disguise of 'Marx· 
ism and building socialis, . 

The particular form that this took, as exposed by the 
latest struggle against Teng Hsiao·ping, is that he tried to 
misuse three guidlines-or directives-formulated by Mao 
in a way to oppose the class struggle of the working 
class against the bourgeoisie, and in particular to oppose 
the campaign led by Mao to study the theory of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. This campaign called 
particular attention to the question of bourgeois 
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right and the need to restrict it, along with the three 
great differences and other remnants of exploiting so­
ciety . 

'!11? th~ee directives for":'ulated by Mao for buildin!l, 
soc1ahsm in the present period were on: studying the 
theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat and com· 
batting and preventing revisionism; promoting unity 
and stability; and pushing the national ~conomy for­
ward. 

But Mao had stressed that the main question was 
class struggle. Teng, on the other hand, put forward 
the line of "taking the three directives as the key link," 
raising several things on an "equal" level and not dis· 
tinguishing which was principal. With this he hoped to 
push the main thing, class struggle, into the background 
-or more accurately, push the struggle of the prole· 
tariat against the bourgeoisie into the background and 
actually bring to the fore the struggle of the bourgeoisie 
to overthrow the dicatatorship 0f the proletariat and 
restore capitalism. 

"Productive Forces" Line 

He did this under the cover of promoting produc­
tion and "modernization," howling that the economy 
was in a mess and trying to whip up a "hurricane" of 
production to blow away class struggle by the prole· 
tariat against the bourgeoisie. As with Liu Shao-chi 
and Lin Piao, this was the same line of "develop the 
productive forces," negating the crucial question of 

. which class holds state power and controls. the means 
of prod1..1ction, and negating the need to oo~tinue the 
revolution against the bourgeoisie, and to restriCt and 
step by step root Ol{f capitalist relations of production, 
still •surviving under socialism, in order to further liber· 
ate the productive forces and emancipate mankind. 

Teng, and those who followed his line, tried to play, 
once again, on the fact that China's economy, though 
it has made tremendous strides since the liberation of 
the country in 1949, is still not highly developed. This 
bourgeois headquarters tried, as !hose before it in China, 
to take advantage of any difficulties in developing the 
economy, to appeal to and promote narrow, selfish in· 
terests among the masses, and play on contradictions 
among them~for example between workers and pea· 
sants ar;id between Workers with different s.kills and 
wage levels-to set them up for a capitalist restoration. 

Teng also wanted to sell out China's resources and 
people for foreign technology and machinery .... in other 
words! reduce China to a dependency or colony once 
again. 

Along with this Teng pushed a policy of "rectifica­
tion" of the Party, which meant driving out proletarian 
revolutionaries, including those who had come to the 
fore during the Cultural Revolution, and bring-
ing back into the Party, and into leading posts, 
revisionists and degenerates of all kinds who had justly 
been cast down by the masses during the Cultural Re­
volution, who were still unrepentant and who wanted 
to "settle scores" with the masses and their revolution· 

/" 
ary leaders. In addition he tried to stir up people who 
had been criticized during the Cultural Revolution, but 
still had leadin'g positions, to oppose and ~everse the 
advances made through the Cultural Revolution. He 
also tried to sabotage Mao's line of training millions of 
successors to carry forward the revolution. 

In thinly hidden form, Teng slandered the Cultural 
Revolution and many of its achievements as "ult'ra· 
leftism." While there was "ultra-leftism" that came up 
and interferred with the Cultural Revolution at ~imes, 
the real fact was that Teng Hsiao-ping· was a rightist who 
represented the bourgeoisie in attacking the Cultural 
Revolution and the continuing struggle of the prole· 
tariat. To cover himself on this point, Teng tried to 
reverse the correct summation of Lin Piao, claimin.g 
that he was an "ultra-leftist." While Lin Piao and his 
gang did carry out certain "ultra-~eft" phrasemongering 
and actions, the main form of Lin's line was, as Mao 
summed up, rightist like Teng's. 

Along with this Teng pushed the common policy of 
all those who put forward the "theory of the produc­
tive forces," that developing production itself woulld 
revolutionize productive relations, revolutionize the 
Par-ty and the masses, thus opposing and reversing Mao's 
correct line, "grasp 'revolution, promote production." 

But just as Teng Hsiao-ping was riding high, at the · 
beginning of this year, Mao Tsetung once again led the 
Chinese people in exposing and fighting against his 
bourgeois line and headquarter.s. Blasting away at 
Teng's line and inspiring the masses to struggle against 
it, Mao sharply and emphatically stated, "What 'taking 
the three directives as the key link'I Stability and unity 
do not mean writing off class struggle; class struggle 
is the key link and everything else hinges on it." 

This, of course, did not mean that Mao regarded 
the other directives, or stability and unity in particu· 
lar, as unimportant. But, where there are classes there 
will be class struggle, and the unity and stability of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist economy 
can never be absolute. The bourgeoisie will always 
try to disrupt and destroy them and the masses must 
always wage struggle against the capitalist-roaders, or 
the "unity and stability" that will be achieved will be 
that of restored capitalism- which, of course, cannot 
achieve "unity and stability" at all. 

Continued on Pago 17 
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One o f the big salvoes in this battle against Teng's 
line was the publishing on New Year's Day this year of 
two poems, originally written by Mao in 1965, on the 
eve of the Cultural Revolution. In these poems Mao 
forcefully d escribed how the Chinese people had trans­
formed their country through hard and heroic struggle, 
and d rew the ins?iring conclusion: "Nothing is hard 
in this world/ If you daTe to scale the heights." 

He pointedly ridiculed the pitiful outlook of revi­
sionists- people like Khrushchev with his talk of "gou­
lash communism"-who were terrified by the struggle 
raging throughout the world between the revolution· 
ary peoples and the reactionary forces. Using the form 
of a dialo gue betweeR two birds, with the sparrow in 
the role of the revisionists, one of these poems des· 
cribes how "A s;>arrow in his bush is scared stiff," 
whining that" ' This is one hell of a mess!/ Oh I want 
to flit and fly away ... To a jewelled palace in elfland's 
hills ... There'll be plenty to eat,/ Potatoes piping hot/ 
With beef thrown in.' "To this the other bird, putting 
forward t he outlook of the proletariat, replies, " 'Stop 
your windy nonsense!/ look you, the world is being 
turned upside down.'" 

These lines and the poems generally, were a sharp 
attack on the revisionists and their "theory of the pro­
ductive forces"-what the people want and need is not 
revolution to liberate themselves and the productive 
forces but just production with the promise of "plenty 
to eat"- in other words that the masses of people are 
backward, are only good to work as slaves, can only 
think about the most narrow and short-sighted personal 
interests and certainly cannot transform society through 
class struggle. The publication of these poems struck 
deep at Teng Hsiao-ping's attempt to rally reactionary 
forces, promote backward sentiments and play on con­
tradictions among the masses; and it acted as a rallying 
call for the masses, summing up powerfully their own 
experience that through great struggle comes great ad­
vance and out of great turmoil and upheaval comes 
greater unity for the cause of revolution. 

Mao has stressed that it is crucial to "Practice Marx­
ism, and not revisionism; unite, and don't split; be open 
and above board, and don't intrigue and conspire." 
But the first of these-practice Marxism, not revisionism 
-is the key. What Mao is stressing here is not blind 
obedience to authority but adherence to a correct line, 
and unity based on that. 

If Marxism is not practiced, if the proletariat in 
power does not grasp Marxism and apply it to fighting 
against the bourgeoisie, the!) the bourgeoisie, the re· 
vionists wit hin the Party in particular, will not only 
resort t o splitting and conspiracies, according to their 
nature, but they will succeed in splitting the ranks of 
the masses and conspiring to restore capitalism. This 
is another way of saying that class struggle is the key 
link and everything else hinges on it. 

Mao also made clear, once again, the class· basis of 
revfsionists like Teng Hsiao-ping and how the capitalist­
roaders, at each stage of the socialist revolution, jump 
cut and use different means at 'different stages to op­
pose the forward march of the masses. ''With the so­
cialist revolution they themselves come under fire. At 
tile time of the co-operative transfo,rmation of agricill­
ture there were people in the Party who opposed it, 
and when it comes to criticizing bourgeois right, they 
resent it. You are making the socialist revolution, and 
yet don't know where the bourgeoisie is. It is right 

REVOLUTION 

Workers at Taching Oilfield meet and denounce Teng Hsiao­
ping's attempt to deny and-bury the key /Ink in mdkfng revo­
lution and advancing society-class struggle against the bour­
geoisi11. By carrying out the correct political line and relying 
on their own efforts Taching workers created a giant oilfield 
and made a great contribution to making China what "author­
ities" said it would never be-basically self-sufficient in oil. 

in tJ1e Communist Party-those in power taking the 
capitalist road. The capitalist roaders are still on the 
capitalist road." 
--With. the guidance of Mao's line and teachings, the 
Chinese people were able to recognize the line and p0-
licies of the capitalist roaders, headed this time by 
Teng Hsiao-ping, and to beat back their attempts at 
reversing the achievements of the Cultural Revolution 
and restoring capitalism. But this defeat of Teng Hsiao­
ping and the blow directed against the bourgeoisie in 
this struggle does not mean that the bourgeoisie has 
been eliminated, that their attempts to reverse-things 
have ended, and certainly not that the struggle against 
the conditions and relations that give rise to the bour­
geoisie and_the emergence of capitalist roaders within 

ll the Party can be ended. 
, ~ 

Long and Historic Task 

In fact, this struggle must go on now and will go on 
for many generations, perhaps even hundreds of years, 
until in China-and throughout the world-the soil 
engendering capitalism and the bourgeoisie is completely 
dug up and communism finally achieved. 

The bourgeoisie, when it was on the rise and staging 
revolution against the feudal system, suffered tem-

' porary defeats and setbacks. In the countries that 
are capitalist today, it took the bourgeoisie a consid· 

People's liberation A rmy men study and discuss why the dictatorship of the proletariat is essential. This important 
campaign initiated by Mao Tsetung is an important struggle to further advance the understanding and mastery of 
the working class of society and to combat capitalist roaden;. 
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erable period of time to consolidate its rule and esta­
blish the capitalist system. This is an historical fact. 

The proletariat-which, unlike the bourgeoisie and 
all other exploiting classes, aims not at substituting 
the rule of one exploiting minority for another, one 
system of exploitation for another, but at establishing 
for the first time in history the rule of the majority, 
the working people, and eliminating all exploitation 
and class differences-is bound to suffer setbacks and 
reverses alon~ the road to achieving communism world 
wide, and is certain to have to carry out its struggle 

· tar more thoroughly and for a much greater ti me than 
any previous rising class in history. But its final vic­
tory and the ultimate achievement of communism.is 
also certain; the key to this is the continuation of the 
class struggle until classes have been finally eliminated. 

This was a great lesson that Mao Tsetung had sum· 
med up and which he led the masses of people in China 
-and throughout ttle world-in grasping as a crucial 
weapon in their struggle. This was the line he formu­
lated for continuing the revolution under the dictator· 
ship of the protetariat and the course he charted for 
advancing to the eventual realization of the great goal 
of communism. 

Mao also understood that there could be reverses 
and temporary setbacks. But more than that, basing 
himself on, applyin,g and developing Marxism, he un· 
derstood and led hundreds of millions to understand 
that, even if such setbacks occur, tney cannot r.everse 
the forward march of history or prever;it the proletariat, 
the driying force in history at this stage in mankind's 
development, from continuing to make revolution. 

As Mao summed up from the history of ehina, "In 
China, since the overthrow of the empetO'r In 1911, no 
reactionary has been able to stay in power long. The 
one who ruled longest (Chiang Kai-shek) did.so for 

only 20 years, but he, too, fell once the people rose 
in revolt .. .If the Right stages an ant.i·Communist 
coup d'etat in China, I am sure they will know no peace 
either and their rule will most probably be short-lived, 
because it will not be tolerated by the revolutionaries, 

... who represent the interests of the people making up 
more than 90 per cent of the population." 

And the history of the Chinese revolution, in parti­
cular in the la$t 27 years, since the founding of the 
People' Republic, with the great struggles of the Chin­
ese people! guided by Mao's line, to continue the revo­
lution and prevent capitalist restoration, make It clear 
that It will not ha.easy for any Rightists to seize and 
consolidate power and restore the old society. 

The tremendous revolutionary struggles of the 
Chinese i:>eople, ~nd i.n particulai;the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution, have tempered millions and millions 
of the masses in China. Through these struggles they 
have greatly raised their abil ity to recognize genuine 
Marxism and expose sham Marxism, to expose and 
combat revisionism, disguised as Marxism, and to even­
tually see through any tricks and ploys and defeat, one 
after the other, capita! ist roaders who emerge at the 
top level of the Communist Party itself and attempt 
to carry out the policies of capitalist restoration. 

- line Decisive. 

As Chou' En-lai said in his report t o the 10th Con· 
gress of the Chinese Communist Party, "Chairman Mao 
teaches us that 'the correctness or incorrectness of the 
ideological and political line decides everything.' If 
one's line is incorrect, one's downfall is inevitable, even 
with the control of the central, local and army leader­
ship. If one's line is torrect, even if one has not a sin­
gle soldier at first, there will be soldiers, and even if 
there is no political power, political power will be gain· 
ed. This is borne out by the historical experience of 
our Party and by that of the international communist 
movement since the time of Marx. Lin Piao wanted to 
'have everYthing under his command and everything at 
his disposal/but he ended up in having nothing under 
his command and nothing at his disposal. The crux 
of t he matter is line. This is an irrefutable truth." 

We are confident that the Chinese people, guided by 
the revolutionary line of Mao Tsetung, through all the 
twists and turns, will: continue to make revolution un­
der the dicatorship of the proletariat; continue to 
carry out the campaign to study the theory of the dic­
tatorship of the proletariat and combat and prevent 
revisionism; continue and deepen the stru~gle against 
the reactionary line and policies of Teng Hsiao-ping 
and al I other capitalist roaders; continue to uphold, 
consolidate and build on the great achievements of t he 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revoluti<tn, defend and ex­
pand the " socialist new things" and restrict bourgeois 
right and the other soil engendering capitalism; and 
continue to grasp, ever more deeply, in the course of 
struggle, the correct line charted by Mao to advance in 
making socialist revolution, continue to support the 
world revolutionary movement and, together with t he 
people of the world, eventually achieve the goal of 
communism. 

We are co nfident that, fo llowing Mao's line and prac· 
ticing Marxism in opposition to revisionism, the Chinese 
people w ill build even greater uni ty aro und the cause 
of carrying forward the socialist revolution and con· 
t inuing to build so cialist China as a great bastio n of 
s trength and a bright ray of light for workers and op­
pressed people throughout the world. • 



• 

Pal!e 18 

NYC ... 
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three of the"' four municipal hospitals there were shut 
down, Fordham, Morrisania and the old Lincoln. A 
new $210 million Lincoln Hospital had been built to 
replace the old one, notorious as the "butcherhouse 
of the Bronx" and scene of intense struggle by workers 
and the community for decent health care in the late 
1960s and early '70s. But the new Lincoln has only 
been half opened and draws more patients than ever 
because of the other closings. Overcrowding in wards, 
understaffing, long waits in the ern.ergency room and 
deaths from lack of attention and distance from the hos­
pital have been the result. 

North Central Bronx Hospital 

But none of this was necessary. The city had built 
a brand new $110 million hospital, North Central 
Bronx (NCB). to serve the Morrisania and Fordham 
areas. But the .Emergency Financial Control Board re­
fused to permit it to be opened. "Not enough money 
in the budget," they proclaimed, even though the hos­
pital was fully staffed by workers, nurses and doctors 
(transferred from the closed hospitals) who had readied 
it for opening and now stood all day with nothing to 
do! 

The New York-New Jersey United Workers Organi· 
zation entered the battle in the beginning of Septem­
ber. It called a picket line and rally to coihcide with 
a press conference NCB doctors had called to express 
their outrage that the hospital wasn't open. 250 work· 
ers and staff came out-all raising one loud demand, 
Open NCB Now I The Battle of NCB was on. 

The rally started the whole hospital 'buzzing. The 
workers inside took advantage of being there 8 hours 
a day with no work to do to discuss the issues involved 
in the hospital being open or clo5ed. They met in small 
groups for hours to figure out how to get it opened­
why was it closed, what were the politicians and union 
chiefs doing? Members of the UWO came every day 
and took part. In short, NCB was a hotbed of anger 
and of political debate and discussion. 

The union, DC37, wasn't saying much, and was do­
ing nothing to organize the workers. The workers, the 
UWO, and.Jilospital professionals took up the fight and 
started to spread it. That weekend, a car caravan took 
the word out throughout the Bronx, telling people 
about the battle and calling on the community to join 
in. The workers set another demonstration for in front 
of the hospital in the middle of the week. This cam­
paign spoke not only to the needs of the people, but 
to their desire to somehow take on the city crisis. 

By the day of the demonstration, the hospital was 
ready to explode and the struggle had spread through· 
out the Bronx. The NCB fight was front page news in 
New York's papers. Every day more of the diritY1truth -
came out. The EFCB was planning on selling NCB to 
a private hospital-in fact, it had been built right next 
to private Montefiore Hospital with that idea in mind. 
The people of the Bronx would lose a city hospital even 
if the new building opened. 

Support grew like wildfire. Workers and doctors at 
other city hospitals began to look at NCB as their bat· 
tie. Petitions in the community wl!re filled as soon as 
they hit the streets. Politicians and poverty pimps 
scrambled to get on board the bandwagon after being 
silent for months. Even the hospital administration had 
to sign up to Open NCB. Pressure on the EFCB and the 
state and city government was building every day. 

1000 March 

The demonstration was big with over 1000 people, 
many from the Fordham and Morrisania communities. 
The streets rang out ~ith chants of "Open NCB!" as the 
march wound its way through the streets around the 
hospital. This was the most powerful showing so far, 
and as one.marcher said, "If the EFCB didn't know by 
now, we say that this hospital is going to be open." 

At this high point of struggle, the question of how 
to move forward was a big one. Workers and doctors 
from NCB, the UWO, the Medical Cammittee for Hu· 
man Rights (MCHR). and other forces stepped up their 
discussions and plans. The struggle to open NCB was 
growing into a full battle against the EFCB and their 
plans to drive down services in New York. 

For one thing, the trick of opening the hospital 
only to sell it to a private hospital had to be answered. 
This became even clearer as the city fathers announced 
that two more city hospitc1ls, with over 1000 beds, were 
going to be closed. There could be no question that 
the bankers and their pals in government were out to 
destroy the whole city hospital system, to cut out to· 
tally a vitally needed service, and further drive down 
the quality of life in New York. From small discl!IS· 
sions and mass meetings all through the hospital, a new 
demand grew-Open NCB As a City Hospital. NCB work· 
ers began to link up with workers at Lincoln and go 
to other city hospitals with the news of their battle. 

.... 
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·:open NCB as a public hospital, no Ifs, and~ or buts" rang in the stree;~ demonstrators took the battle against pub­
/Jc health cutbacks to the door of the NY City Emergency Finance .Control Board. 

Doctors and other st"8ff spread the word citywide 
through MCH R leafletting and bulletins. A victory at 
NCB could be a big push back against the whole attack 
on health care. 

The battle had been dealing some blows to the 
enemy, but the EFCB was standing firm. The workers 
and others in the battle began to get deeper into the 
questions-who is the EFCB? Why is the city crisis 
happening? Will Jimmy Carter and the Democrats 
solve the problem like the union says? In the course 
of struggling around questions like these some people 
began to see that the real solution to the crisis hitting 
everyone was in building up the struggle of the work- • 
ing class united with the masses of people and aimed 
straight at the class of bankers and bosses responsible 
for it. 

The next week there were more demonstrations and 
car caravans, but they were smaller than the week be· 
fore. Some people were losing hope, as the struggle 
seemed headed fo r defeat. After the 1000-strong march, 
what more could be done to make the point? 

At this low point, the union misleaders jumped in 
to try and put a lid on the struggle and take the initia­
tive out of the hands of the workers and change the 
terms on which the battle was being waged. The rank 
and file, organizing the battle and aiming it against 
the EFCB and the class they serve, was a real threat to 
the union leaders who had been leading the workers 
down the dead-end road of sacrifice too long. 

The union hacks announced they had a "secret plan" 
to open the hospital. They told everybody to sit tight 
and wait .for further instructions before taking action. 
And they said the workers should only listen to them 
and nobody else. 

Workers Mi!P Out Action 

The entire hospital staff held a mass meeting. They 
demanded action now, not later. As for this "wait for 
instruction(' stuff, if they had done that in the first 
place, they never would have gotten anywhere. But 
what kind of action should they take? The masses 

were at. They had fought in the recent hospital strike 
and many other battles, and knew that it would be 
disastrous to sit sti II and let things slip away. A battle 
has to go forward, to keep pushing at the enemy. The 
group united to form a permanent committee, the 
NCB Action Committee, to mobilize the workers and 
their allies, regain the lost momentum and push for­
ward to victory. 

Demonstration at EFCB 

The Action Committee issued a call for a demon­
stration at the EFGB offices in Manhattan for the end 
of that week, and then went through the hospital or­
ganizing for it. At the ~ame time, they linked up with 
all forces who were for opening NCB as a city hospital 
to join in the demonstration. And they went to the 
press and TV and told them to oover the actjons, be· 
cause news was going to be made right then and there .. 
As one worker said; "We are not going to the EFCB to 
beg or to let them know we need a hospital. They al· 
ready know that. We are going to put it to them 
straight. 'This hospital will open as a city _hospital." 

Momentum picked up again. DC 37 was pushed to 
support~the demonstration and promised to rent buses 
for NCB and other hospitals. 

Workers and staff started building for the EFCB 
demonstration-painting signs and' banners, djstribut· 
ing leaflets to the community. The UWO put out a 
leaflet to workers in shops and factories around the city 
to build further support for the Battle of NCB. 

/ wanted to go right to the door of the E FCB and get 

The day of the EFCB demqnstration was rainy and 
cold. But the hundreds of marchers heated things up. 
Chanting "Steal Our Hospitals? No Way~ [viake the 
Bankers and the Bosses Pay," the demonstrators point· 
ed their fingers straight at the killers responsible for 
the hospital closings and the whole city crlSis. A huge 
picket line marched with high spirits and blocked the 
whole street. And the rally showed the broad support 
the struggle had won. Hospital workers, doctors, UWO 
and MCHR members and community people, and, feel· 
ing the heat, union leaders, clergymen and even the 
head of the City Health and Hospital Corporation-all 
demanded that NCB be opened as a city hospital and 
fast. A group of leaders went in to negotiate, but the 
strength and organization of the workers united with 
the staff and the community had alre.ady set'the terms 
of the negotiation straight-no ifs, buts o r why nots, 
just tell us when. 

the hospital open. Marching around the block wouldn't 
do the job, or going through the community just pass­
ing the word. 

A group of workers and staff together wiJh members 
of the UWO and MCH R met to sum up where thi~gs 
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Big Victory \ 

As a result everybody from the city to the EFCB to 
the state have agreed North Central Bronx Hospital 
will be opened soon. But this victory, like the jobs 
saved in the hospital strike, is only the lesser part pf 
what was won. The NCB Action Committee talked 
about the broader effects of the battle in their state· 
ment tQ. the EFCB: 

"This fight has been an insgiration to millions. 
We've proved that we don't have to sacrifice a thing to 
pay for the city crisis. We've shown that we can unite ... 
an~ that we can win, too .. .We're going to continue 
and to organize ourselv~s and fight. Let's make this 
just the first Gf many blows that we throw, as we build 
our fight for a better life." 

There is no doubt but that the ruling class will try 
to snatch back this victory, aided by politicians and 
other opportunists who jumped into the fray as it 
neared victory. 

All their effor1s, however, cannot wipe out the vie· 
tory that was already won or stop the fight to have 
NCB open as a city hospital. And they cannot stop 
this victory from serving as a springboard for the Uni· 
ted Workers Organization and for the people of New 
York City to take on the other threatened hospital 
closings and build a powerful movement against all 
the hundreds of attacks the desperate capitalists are 
preparing to save their hides at the expense of the mass­
es of people. • 
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