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evolutionary Communist

Youth Brigade Founded !

On November 19 and 20 a new organization was
born in the small university town of Champaign, Hi-
nois—the Revolutionary Communist Youth Brigade.
More than 600 young men and women plus several
dozen observers registered and took part in the con-
vention, despite the fact that it had to be postponed
and moved several times after authorities had banned
it from the Kent State campus and Ohio generally.

They came from the neighborhoods of more than
fifteen cities and from almost 70 campuses from New
England to Hawaii. Most had been members of the
Revolutionary Student Brigade or of one of the local
Youth In Action and other youth groups. Others had
recently come. forward and been working with these
organizations in such battles as Kent State. For some,
advance organizing for the convention itself had been
their first contact. But over the weekend something
new and greater than the sum of its parts was created—
a national organization with its roots in the most im-
portant struggles of youth today, an organization whose
communist character had been greatly deepened and
consolidated in the course of the weekend.

The convention to form a communist youth orga-
nization began dramatically. The members of the Pre-
sidium which had overseen the building of the conven-
tion mounted the stage as a massive twenty by thirty
foot banner descended majestically behind them.
Above a bald graphic of hundreds of people in strug-

gle, it proclaimed the theme of the convention, “The Fu-

Continued on page 15
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On the weekend of November 19, over 600 youths from around the country enthusiastically undertook the historic

step of creating a national young communist organization.

000 Battle SAVAK, Cops

Anger Explodes As
Shah Visits Carter

On November 15th and 16th, 5000 Iranians, other
foreign students and Americans demonstrated outside
the White House to denounce the Shah of Iran and his
latest visit to the U.S. In the largest and most violent
demonstration in Washington, D.C. since the height of
the Vietnam War, a mercenary group of pro-Shah dem-
onstrators was routed, and fighting broke out on the
White House lawn itself. Millions of TV viewers across
the country and the world, including Iran, were treated
to the sight of Jimmy Carter and the Shah standing side
by side, weeping and rubbing their eyes as tear gas orig-
inally thrown by the police to try to stop the protestors
came back across the White House lawn.

In San Francisco, 1500 people marched against the

Shah from the Federal Building to the Iranian Consul-
ate.

These massive demonstrations turned the Shah's U.S.

visit into just exactly the opposite of what he and the
U.S. capitalist ruling class had wanted it to be. Carter
and the Shah had planned their public meeting in order
to increase the Shah's prestige in lran and create public
opinion in the U.S. favorable to the deals that these
masters of these two countries are cooking up.

The Shah and the U.S. government had tried to ob-
struct the anti-Shah protests, and failing that, to stage
a pro-Shah rally that would allow the bourgeoisie to
hide the fact that the outcry against the Shah represent-
ed the feelings of the vast majority of people in Iran.
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But by the time the two days of demonstrations werz
over, the words ““Shah’” and “dictator’* were synony-
mous for an enormous number of Americans who had
known practically nothing about Iran before.

Jimmy “human rights’’ Carter had been seen by mil-
lions shaking hands with the Shah while the words
““Shah is a fascist butcher, down with the Shah** were
heard in the background. All this helped to bring the
ties between the U.S. ruling class and the Shah and the
whole question of what the U.S. is doing in the world
much more sharply before the American people.

In fact, underscoring the point that the Shah is the
desnised enemy of the Iranian people, on November 16,
4000 students went up against the cops and troops
in Teheran, the capital of Iran, protesting the arrests of
anti-Shah activists and supporting the demonstrations
going on at that moment in Washington.

The Shah has come to Washington to visit every
American president since 1853, when the CIA toppled
an Iranian government that had nationalized the U.S.
oil companies’ holdings there. But this was clearly no
routine trip. |t was crucial both for the Shah (who
faces growing opposition in Iran) and for the U.S. rul-
ing class (for whom Iran’s oil and strategic Middle East
location on the Gulf is becoming more important than
ever). This situation is the context for the political bat-
tle that took place around the Shah's visit.

Continued on page 13
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Revolutionary Potential . .

Veterans a Key

Force in Class War

On Federal Veterans Day, October 24, President Car-
ter attended a ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery.
Amid waving flags and military officials he said that the
American people owed a "'debt of gratitude'’ to the Viet-
nam era veterans because they served in an “unpopular
war,”’ and that Vietnam veterans “'have not been appre-
ciated enough.”

To listen to Carter the main problem facing veterans
is that the war in Vietnam was unpopular. This is sim-
ply turning the truth upside down and blaming the Amer-
ican people for problems the bourgeoisie creates.

Veterans are an important force in society—a fact
recognized by the bourgeoisie as well. Especially the
8.1 million Vietnam era veterans. These vets, and many
others, have experienced a part of the imperialist sys-
tem that others have not—being dragged off to fight
and die to protect the empire of the capitalists. The
bulk of veterans are from the working class and return
to the working class when they get home, and they play
an important role—either positive or negative—in shaping
the attitudes of the workers and masses generally around
questions of war, foreign policy and even the overall na-
ture of the society. The bourgeoisie seeks to organize
veterans around the flag and into troops of reaction un-
der the leadership of organizations like the American
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. But being
forced to do the dirty work of the imperialists, as in Viet-
nam, coupled with being cast aside on return makes
veterans more capable of being organized as an important
force on the working class side of the struggle.

Decaying Conditions

Recent Labor Department statistichuote the unem-
ployment rate for younger Vietnam era veterans (age 20-
24) at nearly 18%. For Black veterans the figures near
40%. The overall rate is officially slightly over the na-
tional average of 7% but these figures are misleading be-
cause they do not take into account the thousands of
veterans and other workers who are not included in the
statistics because they no longer are eligible for unem-
ployment compensation. Government job! training pro-
" grams for vets have been a sham—low paying, dead-end

jobs—with a high turnover as companies fired the vet
to hire another vet in order to continue receiving wage
subsidies.

With the employment situation so bad it’s no won-
der that veterans apply for benefits in one form or
another, whether on the Gl Bill, home loans or disabil-
ity payments. And here wide-ranging cuts have come
down. In May of 1976, the Cold War Gl Bill ended
without extension—stranding over 400,000 veterans
in schools with no more educational benefits. In Janu-
ary of 1977, the GI Bill was radically altered for new
military recruits. These wanting the G| Bill upon dis-
charge will have to pay between $50 and $75 a month
from their military salary towards future use of the Bill.
The Veterans Administration (VA) is hoping that not
many will apply.

Along with each attack a small increase has been
made, bringing the monthly amount a veteran with a
wife and two kids may receive to about $420. (The
average Vietnam era veteran is between 28-29 years
of age and has a wife and two children.) The Vietnam
era Gl Bill has 33% of the buying power of the Gl
Bill after World War 2, which paid all tuition, books
and supplies, and gave a monthly living allowance. The
Vietnam era Gl Bill only gives the flat monthly sum to
cover all costs. The reason for the difference is to be
found in the position of U.S. imperialism—after WW2
it was the world’s number one irnperialist power and
had need for skilled and college trained technicians
and was in a position to pay for them, today it is recoil-
ing from its defeat in Vietnam and is sinking deeper into
economic crisis.

Restrictions on the GI Bill have been increasing.
\leterans must maintain a '‘C"” average in their majors
and meet strict attendance requirements or be counsel-
ed into other courses or be dropped from the Bill’s cov-
erage.

Disahility pensions for veterans are systematically
being reviewed and reduced. Many veterans inflicted

with service-connected disabilities affecting their abil-
ity to work are being cut to nothirng or to 10% disabil-
ity rating that amounts to $41 a menth, Hospitals and
healtheare are being cut too. Hospital staffs are reduc-
ed, endangering patients. In one notorious case in Chi-
cago, a man was “lost” in an elevator for 26 hours and
died several days later. There are even plans in Washing-
ton, D.C. to do away with veterans hospitals altogether.

And there is question of the nearly 600,000 veterans

with less than henorable discharges, who receive nothing

in most cases, no VA benefits at all. Most of these bad
discharges were the result of resisting the military or the
war in some form or another.

“Healing the Wounds’*

When bourgeois politicians speak about “healing the
wounds” of the Vietnam War, they mean only ending
the struggle and consciousness directed against their class
stemming from the war. They mean for the masses of
people to forget lessons that were learned about their im-
perialist system and reunite undei their rule;so that they
can ‘“‘continue to function for the national interest,"’
meaning their imperialist interests around the world
and especially in preparing for another world war.

VVAW
Actions:

To Hell
With Your
Nat’l Honor!

Veterans Day has always been a day for the U.S. rul-
ing class to try to pump up national chauvinism and
build public opinion for their policies of aggression and
war. In most cities, the American Legion and Veterans
of Foreign Wars or other traditional veterans groups,
who function as faithful mouthpieces for the rich, went
out on Main Street. Even the fact that these reactionary
hack leaders claim to speak fpr all vets creates an angry
response from veterans.

But this year these organizaticns did not have the
whole show to themselves. The Vietnam Veterans
Against the War (VVAW) in eight major cities used
Veterans Day as an epportunity to fly directly in the
face of the reactionaries. The high degree of support
these demonstrations received from people who saw
them brought out clearly the powerful force organized
veterans can be in combatting the bourgeoisie, especial-
ly their chauvinist war propaganda.

VVAW organized demonstrations under the slogan,
“To Hell With Your National Honor, We Won't Be Used
Again.”” This slogan goes directly up against the efforts
of the capitalists to use veterans to support imperialist

The VVVAW contingent stole the show: at the San Francisco Veterans Day Parade, to the delight of the spectators and
the dismay of the brass and politicians at the reviewing stand. g
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In'May 19756, Schlesinger, then Defense Secretary,
reviewing U.S. world military posture vis-a-vis the So-
viet Union, gave as his main concern not Soviet con-
verted forces strength or equal nuclear power but the
willingness of the American people to “rouse themselves
for a national effort” to stop the Soviet Union and not
“allow the international situation to deteriorate’ further.

The U.S. ruling class needs to put the Vietnam war
behind them because many political lessons about the
nature of the imperialist system and of the class struggle
can be summed up from the perceptual experiences of
that period: the “credibility gap'’; the daily revelations
of governmental lies and tricks; the gestapo fashion in
which this anti-people’s war was fought by the U.S., side;
the body counts; the burning down of villages; the re-
locating of whole districts into “'strategic hamlets’’; the
destruction of food producing capacity in the defolia-
tion operations; the atrocities, bombings and hundreds
of thousands of casualties caused by the imperialists.

And then there-were the confrontations and divisions
that it brought to the “homefront—the shooting down
of students at Kent State and Jackson State, the police
attacks at every major demonstration, and the millions
that this war brought into the streets in political struggle.

And we cannot forget the break in “'discipline’’ that
the war brought into the military machine itself—troops
refusing to go on patrol, the “fragging’’ of officers, the
sabotage on U.S. warships (the aircraft carrier USS Con-
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war preparations and reaction right down the line.

V VAW raised the need for jobs and decent benefits, but
the main thrust of their agitation was directed against
the principal way Veterans Day was being used. VVAW
stressed their slogan, “Fight the Rich, Not Their Wars,"”
and countered the Legion’s position of “IKeep Our Canal
in Panama’” with the line “U.S. Out of Panama.” In
some cities VAW was particularly successful in raising
the whole question of the third world war in the making
between the U.S. and the social-imperialist USSR.

The biggest action was the one in San Francisco, an
account of which is reprinted below, courtesy of the
Veteran, newspaper of VVAW. Some of the other high-
lights included:

—A 68 year old widow who threw her husband's
honorable World War 2 discharge papers into a reflect-
ing pool as part of the Milwaukee VVAW chapters ac-
tion during an American Legion ceremony.

—In New York, VVAW united with 50 veterans stag-
ing a demonstration spontaneously at the Veterans Ad-
ministration to rename the building the “Tomb of the
Unknown Veteran.' :

—|n Chicago vets came from far ends of the city, .
dressed in military uniforms, when they heard on the
radio that VV AW was planning to burn discharge papers
in Chicago's “Eternal Flame,” and challenge the Amer-
ican Legion ceremony. '

From the Veteran:

Just the other day we talked to a couple of Vietnam
combat vets. They were mad because we'd all been
through Hell over there for the rich man, and now we
were getting screwed by the rich man’s system. Now,
we were about to pass in front of the Reviewing Stand
of the Veterans Day Parade. We were organized and
disciplined, and angry at the way they try to use vets
on Veterans Day to glorify war. We carried our banner
proclaiming: ““To Hell With Their National Honar—We
Won't Be Used Again!* :

Suddenly the crowd burst into applause, then into
cheering! A group of kids raised their fists, chanting:
“Hell No, We Wen't Gol”" A photographer ran to tell

Continued on page 14
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Miners Struggle
At a Crossroads

Struggle has raged sharply in the coalfields, par-
ticularly in Appalachia, for ten years. The stakes
have risen steadily as the company owners and the
coal miners have fought toe-to-toe. The capitalists
are desperately hunting ways to crush the miners
wildeat strike movement. To them, itis the major
obstacle in their coalfield push for higher profits.

And the miners, who have held their own for years,
persisting in their strike movement to beat back
company attacks, are looking for ways to strengthen
their struggle and are searching for new understanding
to couriter these constant attacks. This war between
the coal owners and miners is now focusing around
the contract which expires December 6.

This struggle has great importance outside the coal-
fields., Many workers have watched the miners’ strikes
carefully. The upsurge gives inspiration and hope to
many. And it has taught important lessons on how to
fight, on who are our friends and who are our enemies.

The active forces of the working class have built new
organizations to carry forward this fight. With the form-
ation of organizations like the Miners® Right To Strike
Committee (MRTSC) and the National United Work-
ers Organization (NUWO), our class can more conscious-
ly set about rallying its forces, spreading the news and
fanning the sparks of struggle. The NUWO has taken
up a campaign of class-wide support for the miners in -
their contract battle.

The capitalists, out to survive a major crisis, need to
wring even more wealth out of the working class, and
they desperately need a stable and loyal workforce.
They can‘t afford to have their “Energy Program
disrupted. in a key industry. But there is more than
just dollars and cents involved. The miners’ struggle
is a political danger to the capitalists. Their *“domino
theory’’ has truth to it. They can’t allow thousands of
workers to fight back, breaking laose from the chains
of the union misleaders. The capitalists hate to see
their courts defied, or workers freed from jail by mas-
sive strikes. :

Not'enly is the struggle a terrible obstacle in their
coalfield plans, it is echoing throughout the working
class, and threatening to spark new struggles else-
where. So crushing the miners is high on the agenda of
the whole capitalists class. And likewise it is import-
ant for all workers to defend this movement, to learn
from it, to help it develop and advance as part of devel-
oping and advancing the class struggle overall, The
miners are on the front lines at this point, exchanging
some of the heaviest fire back and forth with the cap-
italists. But it is the same battle against the same class
enemy confronted by every worker in every industry.
The working class cannot allow this battle being waged
by the miners to be isolated or crushed.

The Upsurge and lts Background

Many people ask, “How did the upsurge break out?
Where did it come from?*' and “What are the lessons that
that can be learned and applied by workers elsewhere?”

First off, the miners’ strike movement did not de-
velop because of some mysterious quality posessed only |
by coal miners. Bourgeois romantics try hard to pic-
ture miners as a “‘breed apart.” But in fact, the strug-
gle grew out of the oppression which coal miners share
in-common with all workers under the thumb of the
rich. The working class is driven down. ripped off and
sold out. And it is inevitable that people will not put
up with this without fighting back. The miners’ wild-
cats broke out with fury in the late sixties.

However, it is true that the struggle in the mines has
been particularly fierce and has grown over the past ten
years—now meeting setbacks, now surging forward
again. The reasons for this lie in some of the particulars
of the coal fields.

The class nature of American society has always stood
particularly exposed in the coal camps. Coal is not mined
in cities, in centers of commerce and population. Taking
advéntage of this, the capitalists built the coal camps, con-
sciously to be able to squeeze every drop of labor and prof-
it out of the workers they ruled. Everywhere in the U.S.,
capitalists are the rulers of sotiety, but in the mountain
coal camps—they just never bothered nitch to hide that
fact. In the coal camps, just like the famaus song “Which
Side Are You On?” lays it out, you are either a com-
pany man or a union man.

And the masses of workers remember well the times
when the mine owner was not just employer, but also
the loan shark, the gouging merchant and the landlord.
He didn’t just own the mines, but also the cops and
the gun thugs. The companies ran the political parties
openly; they picked the preachers and the teachers.

Through struggle these coal camps have changed some
in the last decades—but it is still obvious to many
workers that the nature of the coal companies has not
changed.

Joe Brennan, the head of the Bituminous Coal
Operator's Association (BCOA) and Arnold Miller,
president of the United Mine Workers (UMWA),
have announced a “New Era," a time to “forget the
hostilities of the past.”

But the memories and lessons are very much alive
and rekindled daily. Unionization in the coalfields
was a particularly bitter and bloody struggle. For
more than a century, rank and file miners organized
in secret and rose up, over and over again. The unions
were formed, smashed and then reestablished repeated-
ly. =

These experiences have not been dulled by diffu-
sion. Because there is hardly any other industry around
each generation of workers follows their fathers into
the mines.

r

No New Era

There isno “New Era.” And a great lesson lives on
among miners: if workers don‘t stick together life is
a living hell. In the unsafe conditions underground,

| the strength of the men literally can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. “If we ever let our
‘strength slip away, they'll drive us back down to the
way it was."

In the coalfields, the fifties were not a decade of
relative prosperity and occasional boom. The fifties
were a time of extreme hardship and economic slump
as coal lost huge markets to oil and natural gas. In this
situation, with miners laid off and strikes to stop pro-
duction'not so powerful again, the miners’ struggle
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went intoa deep lull as the tight dictatorship within
the UMWA quelled rank and file resistance to the
attacks.

The union leadership joined with the larger capital-
ist owners in wiping out the smaller coal companies
and firmly establishing monopoly control over coal
production and distribution. Grinding'attacks of
mechanization and layoffs hit the mines. From 1950
to 1960'approximately 300,000 miners (more than
2/3 of the workfarce!) were driven out of the mines
and into northern cities. This included a great number
of the Black miners.

The outrages mounted, Pensioners lived at starva-
tion levels on checks that had barely risen in twenty
years. Widows and the disabled miners were thrown
away like garbage, often with no benefits at all. Mech-
anized mining led to increased Black Lung and in-
juries as the push for production ground on.

The ‘60s were a time of turmoil throughout the
imperialist system. |t was the time of the Vietnam
war, the rising Black Liberation struggle, and the
mounting attacks on the people. Struggle was breaking
out in many places, on campuses, in the ghettos and
in the factories. It was a time when the rulers of this
country were more exposed than they had been in dec-
ades.

In the newly mechanized coalfields, the new cheap
cost of producing coal relative to other sources of ener-
gy caused the industry to pick up. Demand and pro-
duction and investment increased; but there was no
trickle-down effect for miners. In fact things kept
getting worse. But the rise brought thousands of new
miners into the pits. Many were Vietnam vets who,
having seen another ugly side of capitalism's face,
brought their broader experience and anger with them.

With coal again in demand, the feeling grew that
miners, again, had real power in stopping production. .
Anger fusec with the powerful solidarity among miners:
it broke through many of the chains held by the hacks,

It gave birth to revolt.

The Movement Grew Spontaneously

This movement was spontaneous. Miners united

‘and fought because they were being attacked and be-

trayed. But the movement was born with deep-seated
illusions. Even with their obvious hatred for the coal
company owners, workers are just starting to under-
stand what they are up against. And there is another
Continued on page 10

Redbaiting

Toward the end of November, as the December 6
United Mineworkers (UMWA) contract deadline was
approaching, the capitalists were continuing their
attempts to weaken the miners’ struggle.

Talk has been circulated by some coal executives,
floating various promises of sweet sounding econom-
ic packages in exchange for miners surrendering job
rights on a large scale and giving up the right to strike

“demand. In addition there have been threats attrib-
uted in the press to Barbara Maldaur, a spokesman
for the Health and Retirement Fund, that'if the min-
ers do strike, all funds for medical benetits will be gone
by the first week and benefits for pensioners by the
third week, until the end of the strike.

To go along with these attempts to weaken the min-
ers, and especially to hit at the rank and file organiza-*
tion which is crucial to carrying out a real contract
battle, the West Virginia press unleashed an orgy of
red-baiting. Beginning with an article in a Huntington
West Virginia paper, which quickly spread to papers
all over the area, the Miners Right to Strike Commit-
tee was labelled as being communist and, specifically,
“revelations’’ were printed tying it to the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party.

On November 21, the Committee released the fol-
lowing statement to the press:

““This is in response to a recent chain of stupid and
irresponsible bull which has been given great play in
the press. First we would like to make very clear
that the Miners Right to Strike Committee is not a
communist organization. The Committee is open
to all rank and file miners who unite with the pur-
pose of the Committee, that is it is open to all rank
and file miners who want to build a fighting organ-
ization in the interest of workers and against the com-
panies.

“But this has been made clear before and all the
hysterical charges have been made clear before: Why
all the fuss in the press now? Because the coal com-
panies who are backed up' by the so-called free press
are desperate to cram a rotten contract down the
throats of the miners. . They are doing everything they
can to railroad us and tie us down and are trying to

'~ Miners Committee
Responds To

|

Attacks

knock any obstacle out of the way. The rank and file
is getting organized and the Miners Right to Strike
Committee in particular is just that kind of obstacle
and to get it out of the way their bought and paid for
news media is bringing out the old red scare, to stop
miners from uniting to fight.

But what about this red scare, this menace, that
some penny ante reporter uncovered? The fact that
there are communists on the Right to Strike Commit-
tee has been widely known among the rank and file
for years. That doesn‘t make the Committee commu-
nist and it doesn‘t make all of its members commu-
nist. Like we said, some members are communists.
This is no sinister secret. [t is common knowledge.

If some chump from Huntington gets so damn ex-
cited at uncovering communists in the Miners Right
to Strike Committee we'd hate to see how hysterical
he gets upon discovering his own nose.

“The companies, their press, and Arnold Miller try
to make it look like the MRTSC is to blame for all the
trouble in the coalfields That's like being robbed and
then being arrested by the thief. The companies are
responsible for our troubles. The companies are the
anes who cut the black lung benefits to near zera. The
companies are the ones who cut our medical benefits.
The companies are the ones who tried to tie the hands
of the rank and file with court infunctions and out-
rageous fines. [t was the companies who violated our
job rights, safety rights, senjority rights. And it is
the companies along with the help of Arnold Miller
and other big shots at the top of our union that would
tie us down with the arbitration review board decision
108, which would gag us and try to stop any contin-
uing organization on the part of the rank and file.

“It’s the companies drive for more and more pro-
fit behind all of these things. And that goes on all the
time, communists or no communists, Right to Strike
Committee or no Right to Strike Committee, and the
rank and flle has got to fight these attacks. The big
red scare cannot stop us. Now is the time to overcome
these stupid divisions that the companies try to break
us with and unite to fight for no sellout in 1977. “

(Signed) Miners Right to Strike Committee
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Miner Cuts Song Of
Workers’ Struggle

One Spark Music has published a Country and West-
ern (C&W) single and it is excellent, in every way that
counts! The song is “Bloody Ludlow,’" written and
sung by O. V. Hirsch, a West Virginia coal miner.

All we've got to say is, “Merle Haggard, =at your
heart out!"

Merle Haggard is best known to our readers for fiis
reactionary songs, ‘‘Walking on the Fighting Side of
Me'* and “Okie from Muskogee." But before he cut
these records (during the bigh tide of the 1960s antiwar

" movement) and since then, he has been known by C&W -

fans for some fairly progressive songs like “Mama's Hun-
gry Eyes,” “lrma Jackson’ and'many more. Most re-
cently he treated us to a little “slice of life** song called
“A Working Man Can‘t Get Nowhere Today."” -

Like Merle Haggard, Loretta Lynn, Dolly Parton
and Johnny Cash owe their popularity not only to their
great voices, but to the content of some of their songs,
like “Coal Miner’s Daughter,” “Coat of Many Colors,"
““Folsom Prison Blues,” and “Oney,'" all songs about
working and poor people, proud of what they are, not
ashamed. In fact, there has never been a great C&W
singer who hasn‘t done at least one song like this, ex-
cept maybe Hank Williams.

But O. V. Hirsch, with “Bloody Ludlow," shows
them all up. The reason is simple. The song is about
worlkers fighting back and winning. |t stands with the
working class 100% and doesn’t shilly-shally around.

There have been over 10 mine wars in the last 100
years history of this country, and one of the fiercest of
them all was at Ludlow, Colorado on April 20, 1914,
Easter Sunday. On that day a tent colony of evicted
striking miners, members of the United Mine Workers
of America, and their wives and their children, were
murdered, massacred, at the hands of J. D. Rockefeller
the First’s gun thugs and his'state militia. A monument
erected by the Ludlow miners is still maintained today.
Carved in stone are the figures of a miner and his wife
and at their feet lies their slain child. The inscription
reads, “Erected by the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica, to the memory of the men, women and little chil-
dren who died in freedom's cause, April 20, 1914."

The song is a ballad, a tribute to these working class
heroes. But it is more than a simple slice of life. There
is no self-pity inithe song, and no begging the master
for better treatment. The song says that the workers,
the survivers of the massacre, were undaunted. |t says
that they got themselves guns and fought back. It says
that J. D. Rockefeller was a coward, a rich bastard, with
faney clothes and fair hands and that his wealth and
power were based on the exploitation of the miners.

It says he not only owned the mines and land, but ran
the government of Colorado as well. And it says that
no matter what he threw at the miners, theirs was the
final victory. Over 60 years later, there is a song that
says, ““We’ll remember Bloody Ludlow as a miners’ vic-
tory ‘cause they fought back."

0. V. Hirsch sings his song with all the feeling, the
anger, determination and working class optimism that
the subject deserves. His distinct style is like nothing
else in C&W music, yet it is firmly based on this form
that was developed, as he says, “by working people
just plunkin® around.” The music was developed to
communicate the meaning of the song, and likewise
with his style of singing. And the synthesis is a simple
and straightforward and yet very profound, meaning-
ful style.

Furthermore, this song should prove once and for
all that the music the masses themselves create like
C&W, soul, rock ‘n’ roll, ete., can be infused with revo-
lutionary content. Specifically, there is nothing inher-
gntly reactionary in C&W music, as.a number of so-call-
ed experts, like the Guardian’s lrwin Silber, have main-
tained in the past.

There have been many great songs come down the
pike from the struggles of the working class and oppress-
ed people in this country. “Bloody Ludlow™ is right
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up there with the best of them, like “Joe Hill."" It builds

on that fine tradition, but is at the same time complete-
Iy new.

It is.an example of working class culture that stands
as an exposure of the insipid character of even the best
of current music on the airwaves, Merle and company.
included. It is a song that is an inspiration to fighta
against oppression.

Part of the Battle

As such, it couldn’t have been released at a better
time! Following closely on the heels of the 10-11 week
strike by 80,000 coal miners last summer against cut-
backs in medical benefits, negotiations are on between
the UMWA and the Bituminous Coal Operators Associa-

“And we'll remember Bloody Ludlow
As a miners’ victory,
‘Cause they fought back!”
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tion, with the contract expiring December 6, and a show-
down brewing. (See Revolution, November 1977 and
this issue, p. 3)

During the last contract, Loretta Lynn, much loved
by miners for her song “Coal Miner's Daughter,” put out
a reactionary anti-coal miner song, “They Don't Make
Men Like My Daddy Anymore.” The message was that
in the old days the men worked hard and were happy
being poor and now they want too much. This was a
direct attack on the struggle, and enraged coal miners.
The West Virginia bourgeoisie is already all over the TV
trying to create public opinion against the coal miners
and even played a jingle, ““Keep West Virginia Working'
at a University of West Virginia football game recently.
The more this record gets out to the people in all pos-
sible ways, the less the powers that be are going to like
it for it stands in opposition to this message directly,
and creates public opinion in favor of the miners.

Singers, artists, and others in cultural circles in the
country have contributed in one way or another to the
production and distribution of the record. In different
cities, plans are underway to get the record'into record
stores, on the radio stations, and so on.

_Local chapters of the National United Workers Or-
ganization will be selling the record in the shops as part
of their work to build solidarity with the miners, one
of their national campaigns. The record is also a fund
raiser for the Miners’ Right to Strike Committee, as
0. V. Hirsch has donated his share of the proceeds of
the sales on the record nationwide to them. The rest
goes to One Spark Music and the distributors, which
support groups like this.in putting out working class
music like this in the future.

Getting this record out broadly is not going to be:
easy. But increasingly there are people determined to
fight the bourgeoisie on this front, the cultural front,
too. This record, as a salvo on this front, shows the
tremendous potential of the working class to revo|u-
tionize all of society, including its superstructure. B

BLOODY LUDLOW, a7 33 1/3 rpm record by
0. V. Hirsch, a coal miner.
Flip Side: “Blood on the Tracks” by the
Chi-Town Fightin® Machine

Now available from
Banner Distributors
P.O. Box 417225
Chicago, 1L 60641

$2.00 post paid
$2.50 overseas

TheTraitor
Sadat
Crawls

To Israel

In the /nferno, the famous Italian poet Dante reserves
the lowest circles of hell for traitors. With his recent
trip to lsrael, Egyptian President Mohammed Anwar el-
Sadat has confirmed his reservation.

The visit itself was a betrayal of the people and the
nations of the Middle East and first and'foremost of the
Palestinian people, whose rights and just struggle Sadat
had repeatedly pledged himself to uphold. In fact, at
the very time Sadat was angling for his invitation in an
interview with Walter Cronkite, the bodies of over 100

men, women and children were being dug out of the rub-

ble of villages and Palestinian refugee camps in southern
Lebanon which had been subjected to bomb and rocket
attacks by Israeli planes.

Sadat’s deeds were matched only by hlS shameful
words, He said to the rulers of the Zionist settler state
which is built on land stolen by force of arms from the
Palestinian people, ‘‘We really and truly welcome you
to live among us in peace and security.’ He called for
justice for the Palestinian people, a goal which can be
accomplished only by the creation of a single, secular
(non-religious) state in Palestine controlled by the
masses, of all faiths. Not only did Sadat ignore this
goal, he also failed to mention the Palestinian Libera-
tion Organization, the recognized representatives of the
Palestinian people and a force bitterly hated by the
Zionists. >

Sadat’s move was in large part a grandstand play
designed to strengthen his own role in future Mideast
negotiations. The widespread antagonism it has arous-
ed not only amoeng the masses but the rulers of other
Arab nations suggests that it may well turn out to be
a nail'in his coffin. It was also aimed for home con-

sumption. Egypt is in economic chaos with the masses
desperately poor and increasingly discontented. Sadat

_hopes that his “world statesman’’ image and a false

“peace’’ with perhaps a few small concessions the Is-
raelis may toss him for his huge one will help him keep
the lid on at home.

One other reason for this step was service to U.S.
imperiaiism,'which has a huge stake in the continuation
of Mideast peace talks (aimed at a settlement burying
Palestine once and for all) as the best way to preserve
Israel as its staunchest outpost while extending its influ-
ence and control over the Arab countries. Sadat show-
ed his stand when Cronkite asked him how he could
get an invitation from Israeli Premier Begin and Sadat
answered, “Why not through our mutual friend, the
Americans?’* Jimmy Carter added an interesting foot-
note during the Shah’s visit when he mentioned that
Sadat calls him on the phone almost daily!

Both Sadat and Begin pushed for the convening of
a Geneva conference on the Mideast, a coanference in
which Palestinian interests will be given short shrift

" as they have already been largely bartered away in the

preliminary wheeling and dealing. The rulers of the
Soviet Union, who have been trying to score some
cheap points in the Arab world by trashing Sadat’s
visit, have been very careful not to say anything to
jeopardize Geneva. They just as much as the U.S. want
such a conference where the superpowers can throw
their weight around in efforts to strengthen their con-
trol over the nations of the area.

But a superpower-dominated Geneva conference,
like Sadat’s treacherous capitulation in Israel, will not
and cannot bring peace to the Middle East. The masses
of people there are determinad to struggle not only
until the:-land stolen by Israel in the 1967 war is return-
ed but until the Palestinian people win their fight to re-
gain their homeland, and until revoluticnary victory
over all forces of reaction. W
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This New York C.fty demonstration, like others thch took place in Seattle, San Francisco, Ch:caga and Birmingham
at the end of October and in early November, hit the government's offenswe around unempfoyment and built for
the “State of the Union” demonstration this winter.

Jobs Campaign Moves Forward ;

NUWO Leaders Meet

To Plan Strategy

At its founding convention, the National United
Workers Organization (NUWO) voted to take up, as its
first major campaign, the fight initiated by the Unem-
ployed Workers Organizing Committee (UWOC) to ex-
pose and beat back the present offensive the bourgeoi-
sie is mounting on unemployment insurance and around
unemployment in general. As part of this:fight, the
NUWO and UWOC held regional building demonstra-
tions on October 29 in Seattle, San Francisce, Chicago
and New York to get the word out about this attack
and build for a national demonstration in Washington,
D.C. at the time of Carter's State of the Union address.
In Nevember, at the first meeting of the National Steer-
ing Committee (NSC) of the NUWO since the organiza-
tion’s formation, the question of how to further build
this campaign was one of the main topics of discussion.

The NSC united that, faced with a major crisis, the
capitalists and their government with Carter as Presi-
dent are developing policies in regard to unemployment
that are an attempt to divide the working class, employ-
ed from unemployed, in order to lower wages and
break unions and worsen working conditions and the
standard of living in general. -

Exposing Carter

The NSC summed up that at this point most workers
do not yet perceive that a general attack is being launch-
ed on them by the capitalists. For example many peo-

~ ple think that Carter stinks, but often they feel that he

" is simply inept or too new at the office and that he
hasn’t done enough or had the time to. In this situation
the NSC set out as one of the tasks of the campaign the
broad exposure of Carter’s policies, his offensive on un-
employment, They agreed that it is not that Carter has
done too little or that he is inept or new in office, but
that he is, behind this cover, acting swiftly and purpose-
fully to implement policies in the interests of the capital-
ists in order to drive down wages and thereby to increase
their profits at the expense of the working class.
Through the campaign the general nature of this offen-
sive must be brought out.

The Steering Committee discussed the need to build
acenter of opposition to the general attack coming
down, and emphasized the need to focus this on Car-
ter’s particular policies at this time: 1) cuts in unem-
ployment benefits and 2) workfare plans for welfare
recipients and the unemployed.

Carter, since coming into office, has already cut un-
employment benefits by 26 weeks to the present maxi-
mum of 39 weeks (although in most states the most
that can presently be drawn is 26 weeks). Although
there are no specific plans to cut benefits further, Sec-
retary of Labor Marshall has been campaigning for only
16 weeks of unemployment benefits. Also most states
are moving to further restrict and attack unemploy-
ment compensation. The policies Carter is implement-
ing represent a systematic attempt by the bourgeoisie
to dismantle the unemployment insurance system. The
demand “Stop All Attacks on the Unemployment In-
surance System’” hits at this aspect of their attack.

Carter’s “welfare reform’’ bill hasnt been passed yet,
and even if it is passed won’t be implemented until
1981. But in essence this is the same policy which Car-
ter and Congress wrote into law last March as part of the
bill cutting unemployment benefits. This provision
forces the unemployed to accept any job offered them
that pays more than what they are making on unem-
ployment or lose their benefits. The heart of these “re-

forms' is to make welfare recipients and the unemploy-
ed work for their checks at minimum wages. This :
policy will give employers in both tne public and'private
sectors the option of replacing union workers earning
union wages with nonunion unemployed and welfare
recipients forced to work at nonunion wages.

The second demand of the campaign puts forward —

the demand. of the masses for jobs, but exposes the
way the bourgeoisie is trying to twist this in their favor,
“We Demand Jobs—Union Jobs at Union Wages.”

Gearing Up for D.C. Demo

In relation to this campaign, the second major point
discussed by the Steering Committee was around gearing
up for the Washington, D.C: demonstration on January
21. As the discussion brought out, the campaign against
Carter's offensive needs to be a protracted struggle, but
within'this struggle there are particular focal points, and
in January, Carter’s State of the Union address is a sharp
focus.

The whole purpose of the State of the Union mes-
sage will be for Carter to sum up his first year in office
and to map out his programs for the coming year. He
will be laying out what has been achieved and what
hasn’t, trying to mask his attacks on the masses of peo-
ple behind the image that he is a friend of working peo-
ple. Also at this time, George Meany and his like will
be playing the role of loyal opposition, and while claim-
ing to speak for workers, criticize Carter for “not doing
enough’’ and urging him to do more, despite the fact
the AFL-CIO refused, for example, to oppose Carter’s
unemployment bill last March. As the discussion
brought out, a national demonstration around this
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speech presents a big opportunity to expose what Car-
ter’s actual program has been, rip the cover off the AFL-
ClO leadership’s phony “‘opposition,’” while mobilizing
real opposition to his plans.

Two-Headed Monster.

The NSC united around the position that the cam-
paign must be directed against the “‘two-headed mon-
ster'’—the capitalist class represented by Carter and the
top union officials who handcuff the struggle of the
rank and file. With respect to the AFL-CIO Executive
Board, the campaign and demonstration should bring
out how they objectively side with the capitalists in
their attack and help cover for them. (See article on
the Humphrey-Hawkins bill on this page.) A general
resolution to be taken up and discussed in union meet-
ings was adopted containing three general points: 1)
that the local go on record against Carter's offensive;
2) that the local vote to support and build for the
January 21 demonstration; and 3) that the local take
a stand against and fight the AFL-CIO hierarchy on
this question.

The entire NSC united in emphasizing the impor-
tance of making the unions an important arena of strug-
gle in this campaign. But within this it stressed that its
goal in taking the struggle into the unions should not '
just be to get a resolution passed at a local meeting (al-
though this is important). The goal of getting the reso-
lution passed is not to have the local go on ‘‘record,” but
to use this resolution to majnly further mobilize the
rank and file and to generate more interest and activity
around the campaign.

To highlight the importance of this demonstration
and campaign, the NSC decided to put out a national
poster and button with'Washington, D.C. as the focus.
It also decided that every chapter of the NUWO should
take up this campaign as an important battle in the
coming period.,

CP(ML) Activity

At the present time with peoples perception of Car-
ter as a “do nothing’’ growing as his popularity sinks,
this campaign by the UWOC and NUWO can be an im-
portant step in exposing what Carter’s specific policies
have been and helping workers make breakthroughs in
their understanding of the class interests that Carter
serves.

In contrast, the campaign by the Communist Party
(Marxist-Leninist) (CP[ML]) and the National Fight
Back Organization, which is planning a march in Wash-
ington in February for “Jobs or Income™ will serve the
capitalists by further covering over what their specific
policies for unempioyment are. The demand of the
masses for jobs should and must be taken up and built
as well as the demand for income for all periods of un-
employment. But just to raise the demand “'Jobs or
Income” in the present situation while failing to draw
the line on what the capitalists are trying to do around
unemployment can only lead people unarmed into
their ambush.

The bourgeoisie is trying to twist the demand of
the masses for jobs into its opposite, into an attack on
the masses. Carter says he is for jobs, even calling his
welfare reform bill “Better Jobs and Income," exactly
so he can promote his forced slave labor programs. This
is why the present focus of the struggle around unem-
ployment must be "“Stop the Attacks on Unemployment
Insurancel’’ and “We Demand Jobs—Union Jobs at
Union Wages!"" m

New
Humphrey-
Hawkins
Bill Worse

Than Nothing

Mid-November saw a compromise between the House,

Senate and the Carter administration on the Humphrey-

Hawkins “Full Employment and Balanced Growth Act.”

This compromise probably clears the way for the bill's
passage next year, although there is still opposition from
some sections of the bourgeoisie.

The bill has been changed since it was first proposed
last year, when its contents were made a plank of the
Democratic Party election year platform. Specific pro-
visions for jobs, including one explicitly making the
federal government an “employer of last resort’ at
“the prevailing wage,” have been-cut entirely. What
remains of the Humphrey-Hawkins bill is a bag of

promises: for “‘full employment,” “'balanced growth,”
“price stability,” etc., etc. It's a wonderful lot of
smoke but no fire—there is not a single job created

or a dollar to be spent in the whole damn thing.

In fact, the chopped and channeled Full Employ-
ment and Balanced Growth Act is nothing more than
a retread of the 1946 Federal Full Employment Act,
with one major difference. In 1946 full employment
was defined, logically enough, as 0% unemployment.
In 1977 full employment is defined as 4% unemploy-
ment. This, in a way, sums up the bourgeoisie’s prog-
ress in their bombastically declared war on unemploy-
ment.

What, exactly, is the current incarnation of the
Humphrey-Hawkins bill and why are the labor states-
men from George Meany on down whooping it up
over it? :

Big Changes.in Bill

Unlike the earlier version (see Revolution, July 15,
1976) this model does not contain the controversial
quarantee that every American has a right to a job.
Even though such a right would be totally ridiculous—
capitalism notonly can't provide full employment
but full employment isn't even good for capitalism—
the politicians felt that, in the final analysis, such a
promise might end up being inflammatory. Lawmak-
ers feared the prospect of tens of thousands of unems-
ployed workers taking action to demand their legally
recognized “right."’

Unlike the earlier version, the current bill'drops the
pretense of government planning in the economic life

Continued on page 15
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Old Age Under Capitalism
Crisis Endangers
Social Security

For millions of Americans retirement after years of
labor means impoverishment. Millions more live with
the fear that serious illness will strip them of what little
savings or the home they have scrimped to accumulate
over the years. Stories of elderly men and women freez-
ing in their homes because they cannot afford utility
bills, or shoplifting margerine and bread for survival
dramatize the situation of a large number of the 33 mil-
lion retired people in the U.S. today.

American workers are supposedly insured against
the day when they no longer earn a wage. Social S2a11-
rity is supposed to provide income for retirement. |t
was won in 1935 through the mass struggles of the work-
ing class. But while it was a real concession to the de-
mands raised by workers in the midst of the depression,
Social Security has never been anywhere near adequate.
Now people are being told that the whole Social Securi-
ty program is faced with bankruptey. In a few years,
say officials, it will not even be able to meet the meager
payments which retired workers are supposed to get.

Social Security in Trouble

In 1976 Social Security taxes totaled more than $70
billion, but this amount fell over $4 billion short of the
amount paid out in benefits. The deficit was made up
by dipping into the $30 billion surplus that had accumu-
lated in past years. Everyone is saying that at this rate,
unless something is done, the surplus will be exhausted
by the early 1980s, payments will continue to be great-
er than income and there won't be any benefits for
workers who have paid in during their working lives,

The common understanding, fostered by the bour-
geoisie, is that workers invest in their social security
pensions during their working lives. In fact, it does not
worlk this way. The way the Social Security program
was set up, those now working support the retired
through the deductions from their paychecks. Asa
result, the bankruptey of the Social Security system is
a reflection of the economic stagnation and crisis of U.S.”
capitalism. §

In the last 10 years the number of people reaching
retirement age has increased at almost twice the rate
as the size of the workforce. This stagnation of employ-
ment is a clear example of the moribund nature of the
imperialist system, the fact that overall it holds back
and distorts the development of the productive forces
in opposition to the needs of society. The millions of
people unemployed, the youth unable to enter the
workforce because there are no jobs to be found, mean
that the number of incomes subject to Social Security
tax is not increasing at a rate adequate to meet the num-
ber of people eligible to receive income from Social Secu-
rity. Not only does this system of financing Social Secu-
rity endanger benefits, it is set up in a\way to pit the em-
ployed against the elderly.

Carter and Congress have numerous schemes cooked
up to put money into Social Security and avoid its im-
mediate bankruptcy. They can be summed up quite
simply: people will have to pay more Social Security
tax—that is accept a cut in living standards. At present
employees are taxed 5.85% on all wages and salaries up
to $16,500. In addition, employers pay a payroll tax of
5.85% on these same incomes. From the beginning So-
cial Security has been a regressive tax which hits the
poor and workers the hardest. There has always been
a ceiling on the taxable income. This means that a work-
er earning $7000 a year pays 5.85% of his income to
Social Security while a fat cat bringing in $70,000 pays
about 1%. Someone receiving $100,000 or even $1 mil-
lion a year pays almost the same dollar amount to So-
cial Security tax as a working class couple whose com-
bined income might total $16,500 per year. While the
current proposals on Social Security call for raising the
ceiling, this patch up attempt on a very rotten setup
will only have the effect of increasing the tax burden
on workers and sections of the petty-bourgeoisie.

This arrangement is said to be a 50/60 sharing of the
costs of Social Security between employees and em-
ployers. In fact, it is the labor of the working class
which creates all the surplus value out of which comes
wages workers are paid and all the money that is put
into social programs like Social Security. For the capital-
ists it is a simple equation. The less they have to pay
in wages and outlays for these sociai programs, like
Social Security, the greater amount of surplus value
that can be converted into profits. [tis in the direct
interest of the capitalists, particularly in time of eco-
nomic erisis, to squeeze pensions, Social Security bene-
fits, unemployment insurance and other social programs
fought for by the working class, as low as possible.

This is one of the reasons, for example,}_why they -

have suddenly become so solicitous of the right of peb-
ple to continue working after age 65. The longer people
work, the less that will have to be paid out in Social Se-
curity and other pension benefits. They try to dress

this up by lamenting the fact that people are forced'to
retire into enforced idleness while they still have many
productive years left. They have floated “trial balloons"
about raising the eligibility age for Social Security to

68 for men.

At Congressional hearings around the ending of man-
datory retirement age they have trotted out the likes of
John Wayne to say that he is over sixty-five, but can and
wants to continue working. Of course it is ridiculous
to say that a man or woman's ability to contribute pro-
ductively to society ends at 65. And under socialism
it is entirely possible for the elderly to play an important
role in society. But under capitalism, when a worker's
productive powers weaken, he or she is thrown out on
the slag heap like a piece of old macliinery, and replac-
ed with younger, stronger hands. If workers would just
die at 65, or even 45, that would be just fine with the
capitalists, provided they had new sources of labor to
replenish worn-out and slower workers with. Work them
to death is the motto in practice of the capitalist class.
Even today, while the organization and struggle of the
working class has forced some improvements in working
conditions, the average number of years a steel worker,
for example, lives after the retirement age of 65 is less
than five.

Under the conditions of capitalist production, workers

- look forward to being freed from the necessity of going

back into the plant or crawling down the mine shaft
every day. People certainly miss participating in pro-
ductive labor and the friendship and comradery of fel-
low workers, but not the life-stealing compulsion to
work faster, the harassment of bosses, being exploited to
make some parasite rich. But few workers are ever

freed from that necessity. They are forced to retire

and live at a greatly reduced standard of living. With

this the case, many would, if'they could, continue work-
ing past 65. There should be no mandatary retirement
age, but there should be no need for workers to work
past 60 or 65 in order to live a decent and comfortable
life if and when they retire. When the capitalists talk

ot allowing the elderly the ““freedom’’ to work past 65, .
they are talking about the typical capitalist freedom to
work for them or starve. As the Programme of the RCP
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Youngstown, Ohio, where the recent shutdown of
Youngstown Sheet and Tube threw 5000 people out
of work, rang with the chants and shouts of marching
workers and the applause of onlookers October 26, as
about 100 steel workers marched through the down-
town area.

“\We Built the Mill, We Built the Town, We Won't
Let Lykes Shut Us Down'* was their powerful chant
of defiance to the steel mill owné’rs. Three:-quarters of
these steel workers and their families were Youngstown
Sheet and Tube employees, including those laid off
from the nearby Campbell Works and some of the few
still working there, and workers from other mills own-
ed by Youngstown Sheet and Tube. Others joined in
as the march moved down the streets.

Organized by the Fight for Every Job Committee,

a local group initiated only a few weeks before by the
Steelworker newspaper, the action served as the first
step in building a campaign to fight the shutdown of
the mill. (See Revolution, November 1977) The de-
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states, the proletariat supports an end to forced retire-
ment, but with plans and benefits making possible ear-
lier retirement at livable income.

Disgustingly Low Benefits

Social Security benefits in 1976 averaged $218 per
month or $2616 per year. In that same year the official
government poverty line for a single person was $2500
per year. But fully a third of those receiving Social Se-
curity benefits actually got only $1600 and more than
half received less than the $2616 average. What this adds
up to is starkly clear: unless a retired worker has anoth-
er source of income he or she faces misery and poverty.

The capitalists and their spokesmen in government
argue-that Social Security was only meant to supple-
ment other retirement income from investments, prop-
erties and other pensions. |t is a ridiculous hoax. Few
but the wealthy can afford to save or invest during their
working years. And the fact is that only one-sixth of
individuals and only one-third of married couples have
retirement income from any other source than Social
Security. According to government statistics, one out
of every six older people is officially classified as poor.
Among elderly Blacks, 36% are below the poverty line.

The same dismal picture emerges from a look at the
setup of Medicare which was added to Social Security
in 1965. This is supposed to cushion the retired from
crushing medical costs, Buteven with Medicare a pro-
longediillness can wipe out the income of the elderly,
unless they are covered under some other health insur-
ance plan in addition to Medicare. Most are not.‘The
portion of hospital expenses that must be paid by the
elderly themselves under Medicare has increased 53%
over the increases in Social Security benefits out of
which they have to pay these costs.

When retired workers do take full- or part-time jobs to
make ends meet, they are hit again. For every $2 they
earn over $250 per month or $3000 a year, they lose
$1 of Social Security benefits. This of course only ap- «
plies to wages and salaries. |t does not apply to the in-
terest and returns the rich get from their stocks and
bonds and other investments.

It is a heinous crime that millions of old people in
the U.S. are forced into a life of poverty and degrada-
tion under the rule of capital. But the capitalists turn
right around and try to put the working class into the
situation of having to choose between the needs of the
retired for decent benefits and a lowering of the living
standards of the employed through increased taxes. But
either option is worse. The stand of the working class
is to support the struggles and fights of the elderly for
livable income, including higher pensions and Social
Security benefits and decent health care and medical
benefits. At the same time every effort by the capital-
ists to saddle the employed with the burdens of their
economic crisis and to further drive down living condi-
tions must be fought. The bankruptey of Sacial Secu-
rity, and the added burden it is bringing both to the re-
tired and to the employed, is another telling example
of the bankruptcy of imperialism.

P SN R o o

bs Fight
mands of this campaign are-to reopen the mill, give
those laid off the Supplemental Unemployment Bene-
fits and medical benefits due them, and no cutbacks
in education and other services in Youngstown'due to
the shutdown.

As one of the half dozen Youngstown workers who
addressed the march said, ““Up till now its been the
politicians, the union officials and the company who
said what was what. This is the first time that the
workers are speaking for themselves.”

Two weeks later, about 20 workers from the shut-
down mill were halted by police as they tried to barge
into company offices to present their demands. Among
other actions planned to carry through on this battle,
the Fight for Every Job Committee is now building to
pack a special city council meeting to discuss the shut-
down, in order to confront the company representa-
tives who will be there and demand that the council
endorse the workers’ demands. B
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McBride Sellout Shut Down :

2000 Marchin
Mesabi Mine Strike

On Sunday, Noevember 6, striking iron ore miners,
more than 2000 strong, marched through the streets
of Virginia, Minnesota—a mining town in the Mesabi
Iron Ore Range. Their strike against the steel corpora-
tions 100 days old and heading to be the longest strike
in the history of the United Steelworkers of America,
the miners rallied and heard strike leaders call for con-
tinued resistance and struggle acainst the companies.

While the miners have the mines locked up tight,
this hasn’t been enough. The press and media, controlled
by the monopolies, have tried to black out news of the
strike nationally. In Minnesota and Michigan, where the
strike is mainly taking place, the media has attacked
the strike, saying that the strikers are wrecking the econ-
omy and making the “public’’ suffer. At the same time
the steel companies are trying to promote divisions be-
tween the strikers and the steel workers working in the
mills by pointing the finger at the strikers for possible
future layoffs. =<3

Some steel companies in District 31 (the Chicago-
Gary area—a district heavily affected by the strike) have
been negotiating to import iron ore from South America.
While the companies have been carrying on a massive
propaganda campaign about how imports are threaten-
ing workers’ jobs, this scab importation of ore has
shown their concern has nothing to do with'jobs for
workers, but solely with their profits.

It was for these reasons that the iron ore miners have
recently gone on the offensive, and the November 6
rally was seen as a big part of that. The march followed
the same route as striking iron ore miners in 1916, who
marched under the banners of the revolutionary Indus-
trial Workers of the World (IWW) against the murder
of fellow strikers by the steel companies. The words
“Remember 1916!"" were written on the signs carried
by some of today’s strikers, along with “We Are Stron-
ger Than Steel,”” “Equalize Wage Disparity Now'* and
other slogans.

MecBride's Sellout Fails

Lloyd McBride, president of the United Steelworkers
Intarnaticnal, was there for that march. But instead of

being there to lend support for the strike, he was there
to personally deliver a sellout agreement he had just
negotiated with the companies. While McBride tried to
trumpet the virtues of this sellout, saying how it repre- -
sented “. , . substantial movement on the part of the
companies,” the miners completely rejected the deal
within 24 hours after they heard it.

The 16,000 iron ore miners have been out since Au-
gust 1 against mines owned or controlled by the steel
corporations. Although they are covered by the same
Basic Steel Agreement as the USWA members in the
steel mills, the miners make 65¢ to 85¢ an hour less due
to the difference in incentive rates. Their main demands
are for pay parity with the rest of Basic Steel, and
around safety conditions and the harassment they are
subjected to at the hands of the steel companies.  The
issues around health and safety are especially sharp
around the ore processing plants where the workers
often get silicosis (grey lung). There are now over
1200 unresolved grievances pending against the com-
panies, and the miners are tired of being treated like
dirt.

One of the things that gives this strike special impor-

‘tance is the fact that strikes are banned in Basic Steel

under the terms of the Experimental Negotiating Agree-
ment (ENA) in which the union leadership has signed
away the right to strike until 1980. The iron ore min-
ers have gotten around this since their strike is formally
a strike around local issues, and not against the Basic
Steel Agreement itself. Nevertheless, it is the first strike
not confined to one plant in Basic Steel since 1959,

For this reason, the strike is about something felt
deeply by a great many steel workers, who've been told
for so long by the companies and the company men
who run the unions that a successful strike is impossible
in Basic Steel, and that, in fact, the workers and the
companies:share common interests which would only
be harmed by striking. For years, from the smallest
grievance to the biggest sellout contract, steel workers
have been told that they have no alternative but to
take whatever is given to them. As support is built
for the iron ore strike among other workers in Basic
Steel, the example of the miners—their refusal to accept
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the abuses all steel workers know so well, and their
strong and determined fight against the steel companies—
is touching on something deep in'the heart of many: steel
workers, something often buried_afld unspoken of for

a long time.

That's why McBride has been unable to openly move
to smash the strike—for instance, he went along with
authorizing it as a strike around local issues—ahd also
why he's tried so hard to stab it in the back. The pro-
posed agreement that McBride tried to get through was
an effort to split the ranks of the workers. The com-
panies offered a new incentive plan to only 75% of the
strikers. The 25% of the union membership not covered
by the proposed incentive plan would have their wages
cut by 20¢ an hour. And the planiwas not to go into
effect until November 1979, less than a year before the
expiration of the next national contract.

Joe Samargia, president of the largest local involved
in the strike, spoke to why the sellout offer was rejected.
“We've been out for over 100 days now, and we are go-
ing to stay out until we reach an agreement that will
cover 100 per cent of our membership. We won’t be

party to any agreement that splits our ranks."

As part of the new offensive, leaders of the strike
have begun to go out to other districts, going to plant
gates and union meetings, explaining the issues and im-
portance of the strike to fellow steel workers. The re-
cent tour of District 31 was successful at beginning to
counter the plans of the companies to pit the steel
workers against each other.

Support Growing

Following this Chicago-Gary tour, greater support for
the strike began to be built in that area. Several locals
pledged various amounts of money to be sent to the
strikers each month. Very successful gate collections
have been held at two locals so far with others expected
to take place this month. Already rank and file com-
mittees to support the miners have been formed in three
locals, although some local union heads who were forced
to give lip service to supporting the strike and to allow
the formation of the rank and file support committees
have tried to hold them back and even sabotage them.

On November 18, workers from U.S. Steel's South-
works and other mills in the area held a picket line out-
side U.S. Steel’s headquarters in Chicago to break
through the press blackout about the strike and build
support.

The battle of the miners on the iron ore ranges of
Minnesota and Michigan is being spread as a battlecry
throughout the whole steel industry. At a time when
mills and plants throughout the country are closing
down; a time when the steel companies have put out
a call to workers to line up pehind them and fight
against imports, the iron ore miners are showing through
their example the only real alternative open to the work-
ing class—not to collaborate with or surrender to the
capitalists, but to fight tooth and nail against them. |

ot
Defeat

For
I=Hotel

On November 8 a serious setback was suffered in the
campaign to reopen the International Hotel when a ballot
proposition calling for the city of San Francisco to pur-

chase the hotel and use it for low cost housing was defeat-

ed 107,000 to 52,000. The ballot proposition originally
appeared in the aftermath of the eviction of the tenants,
an attempt by members of the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors to cover their own complicity in that criminal
act, while at the same time hoping to get a “mandate”

to seal the fate of the hotel.

Like all elections in capitalist society, this one was a
stacked deck from the start. The power of capital came
out a hundred ways in the course of the hattle. The
major media mouthpieces of the bourgeoisie served their
masters well, editorializing against the ballot proposition
while making empty assurances of their intention to pro-
vide low cost housing. Four Seas Corporation itself
(which owns the hotel) conducted a high priced blitz at
the last minute with huge numbers of poesters and ad-
vertisements on all radio stations, raising the slogan,
“Prop. U Means U Pay."”

Perhaps most damaging was a statement issued by the

San Francisco controller which declared that purchasing
and renovating the |-Hotel would cost the homeowners:
of the city $2.5 million in additional property taxes.
This allegation was printed up and distributed to all the
voters in the voters’ handbook as “neutral fact” courtesy
of the bourgeois state. When some supporters of the
hotel tried to have this insidious move blocked in court,
pointing out that funds were available from other sources
and the estimate of the costs inflated, the court ruled it
had no “jurisdiction’” and that it was up to the control-
ler.

This move made it all the easier for the authorities to
present the terms of the struggle as a choice between two
bourgeois alternatives—tear down the I-Hotel or further
increase the burden on the people—and once the high
tide of mass struggle ebbed to a degree after the evic-
tion, there was a stronger pull on intermediate sections
of the people to be influenced by this bourgeois logic.

Once the initiative was on the ballot it was imperative
to fight for the largest yes vote possible. A Workers Com-
mittee Campaign for Proposition U was injtiated by the
Workers Committee to Fight for the |I-Hotel and Victory
Building, and the campaign committee went all-out to
mobilize around the ballot issue. 80,000 brochures were
distributed and 6000 posters in English, Spanish and Chi-
nese were plastered around the city. Support is strong
for the I-Hotel among class conscious and active workers
and many took part in the election battle. The labor
council and the major unions voted to endorse the prop-
osition. The campaign committee used the election
fight to continue to raise the issues of the |-Hotel, low
cost housing and the planned destructicn of Chinatown
to tens of thousands of people.

Of course, the section of people voting in the elec-
tion is by no means a fair sampling of the sentiment of
the people of San Francisco. The turnout for the elec-
tion was the lowest in 44 years and the |-Hotel proposi-
tion was lost amidst a list of over 100 candidates for the
Board of Supervisors and a whole host of propositions.
Plenty of people supported the I-Hotel but never heard
of Proposition U, A great many workers weren't even
registered to vote, understandably feeling it does no
good. A great many immigrant workers, themselves in
particular need of low cost housing and sympathetic to
the I-Hotel struggle, are ineligible to vote. In fact a

whole series of propositions went againstghe workers
of the city (for example repudiating contract demands)
by an even greater margin than the I-Hotel vote.

The fight around Proposition U was by no means a
total loss, however. The October issue of Revolution
pointed out ““getting it (Proposition U) on the ballot is
itself a concession to the tremendous struggle that has
been waged,’* while going on to point out that “the
city is now using this as an attack too. They intend to
paralyze struggle now and try to win a vote in order to
seal their authority to wipe out the building.”

The fact that the proposition was on the ballot
helped to block the authorities’ plans to demolish the
Hotel in the fall. |t showed that they had been politi-
cally isolated to the extent that they didn‘t dare carry
through with-their demolition plans without some sort
of fig leaf covering them.

The ability of the progressive forces to build support
for Proposition U was also severely hampered by the
treacherous activities of | Wor Kuen and a handful of
others who launched a sectarian attack on the Workers
Committee and the RCP immediately in the aftermath
of the eviction, then turned around and didn‘t lift a
finger in the whole election battlgz. The more openly \
bourgeois and reformist forces, centered around the
Northern California Alliance and the leadership of the
|I-Hotel Tenants Association, refused to participate in a
joint city-wide coalition to vote yes.on Proposition U.
The net effect of all this was to discourage many of the
thousands of people who had actively taken part in the)
fight to save the |-Hotel previously from participating
in the election battle.

Although the defeat of Proposition U was a setback,
the fight around the |-Hotel and low cost housing is not
over, A great many people in Chinatown and through-
out San Francisco see the hotel as the front line in the
battle to keep Chinatown and other neighborhoods from
being sacrificed to the lords of profit. The campaign is
continuing to free the 10 who were arrested at the de-
monstration that blocked the demolition of the building.
The Chinatown Tenants Organizing Committee (com-
posed of working class tenants and small business own-
ers) which grew out of the impetus of the I-Hotel fight
is stepping up its activities to fight against evictions and
for low cost housing in the area. W






