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COUNTRIES WANT INDEPENDENCE, NATIONS WANT LIBERATION, PEOPLE WANT REVOLUTION

Uprisings
Continue

AZANIA RAGES!

THE PEOPLE MAKE HISTORY : AZANIAN STUDENTS AND WORKERS rise u;
against the racist .regime of South Africa, demonstrating that
revolution is the main trend in the world today.

A TRIBUTE TO
MAO TSETUNG
OUR COMRADE HAS FALLEN

A TRIBUTE TO MAO TSETUNG
"What a torch of reason ceased to burn,
What a heart has ceased to beat!"
Mao Tsetung died on September 9,
1976 at the age of 82 He spent all of
his life at the service of the world’s
oppressed peoples. He died at his post
leading the Chinese people m defend
ing their socialist land against Teng
Hsiao Ping and others who attempted
to restore the rule of capitalist mis
ery to China. Mao personally led this
and wrote over twelve directives re
garding the course, the methods and
the objectives of the struggle.
Mao became a revolutionary when he
was a young university student. He par
ticipated actively in the May Lth Move
ment against the foreign imperialist
powers. Very soon, Mao learned about
Marxism and became an eager student of
its teachings. He wasted no time in
taking his knowledge into the Chinese
working class by leading a number of
mineworkers in a strike for their eco
nomic betterment and against imperial
ism.
It was m 1921 Mao helped to found
the Communist Party of China which
would grow from 70 to over 28million
members. It is not possible to detail
all of Chairman Mao's contributions to
Marxism - Leninism, but we would like
to mention some of his outstanding achievements.

correctly analyze the nature of the
Chinese revolution.Proceeding•from
Lenin's teachings on the struggle for
a revolutionary dictatorship of the
proletariat and the peasantry Mao de
veloped the theory of New Democratic
Revolution. This is a revolution aimed
at destroying the power of foreign im
perialism m oppressed, semi-feudal
and semi-colonial countries. It also
includes building a democratic state,
led by the working class but including
(Continued on page 2)

The flames of mass struggle have
swept across Azania as the Azanian
people deliver blow after blow at the
fascist and racist white minority rule
and it? apartheid policies (laws
designed to forcibly keep the Azanian people in slavery by restricting
their movement geographically,
socially, economically and politi
cally).
Ever since the uprising of
black students m the Soweto Township
of Johannesburg and the new upsurge
of the struggle m early August, the
most ferocious revolutionary storm
since the uprisings of 1960 has en- ;
gulfed most of Azania.
Fxchanging blow for blow with their
oppresors1
, the A z a m a n people are
fighting fiercely against the repre
ssive tactiss of the heavily-armed
police
The police have wantonly
killed hundred^''of Azanians and
wounded and arrested thousands more
in an all-out attempt to smash the
uprising.
But the Aaanians fight
on heroically m the face of guns,
tear gas, armored cars and helicop
ters, to stone and b u m the vehicles,
buildings and other symbols of
white minority rule.
The reactionary Vorster regime's
attempts to stop the massive rebellions
by toughening its police-state laws
have only served to strengthen tjib
determination of the Black masses to
fight.
In fact, as the mass struggle
intensifies the Black masses are
gaining the support of other sectors
of the population.
The massive demons
trations coupled with violent clashes
with the police have now spread into
the white communities. As this happens
Black workers working in the white
areas are joing the struggle, as well
as the more socially and economically
p n v e l e g e d mulattoes (persons of
mixed ancestry) and many whites who
are against apartheid.
For example,
over 200,000 Black workers living in
Soweto refused to go to work in
Johannesburg August 4.
Internationally, the struggle of
the Azanian people is receiving
worldwide support, especially from the
countries of the Third World. (TTie
Third World has placed the question
of apartheid on the agenda for next
session of the United Nations.) Around
the world, the white minority stands
condemned by the peoples of the world
for the atrocities it has and is com
mitting against the Azanian people.
Indded, the Azanian struggle against
oppression is joining forces with the
ever-stronger armed struggle of the
(Continued on page 2)
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Zimbabwe and Namibian people as part
of the main trend in the world today
REVOLUTION.
White minority rule in Azania has
been so badly shaken that the US has
been forced.to intervene directly m
order to protect its political and
economic interests. At the same
time, the US is contending with Soviet,
social-imperialism (socialism m words,
imperialism in deeds), which tries to
gain control over Africa by p e s m g as
the "natural ally" of the national
liberation movements.
The white minority in Azaniauhas i
long been a major bulwark of US impe
rialism in Africa, that is. euardian
of the investments which have reaped
billions of dollars in superprofits
for the American capitalist class.
Thus, US Secretary of State Kissin
ger has been sent on his "African
safari of shuttle diplomacy" in order
to find a "peaceful" solution to the
African "problem." After decades,
of supporting the apartheid regime
m Azania, the US has suddenly become
concerned about the "human rights"
of the Azanian people. Could this
really be true? Of course not1 ______

MAO

(Continued from page l)
all democratic and anti- imperialist
classes.
Such was the revolution lead by
Chairman Mao. Today this revolution
stands as a model for the entire Jru
World which is fighting for New Democ
racy from Colombia, to the Phillipmes,
to Zimbabwe.
Mao Tsetung led the Chinese people
against the Japanese imperialists in
the 1930's and 19^0's. The Japanese
were defeated. Mao Tsetung led the Chi
nese people m struggle against U.S.
imperialism and its puppet Chiang Kaishek. U.S.imperialism and Chaing Kaishek were defeated. At last' At last
the miserably poor Chinese masses had
lifted the weight of centuries of op
pression off their shoulders. And Mao
led these poorly armed find poorly equiped people to these wonderful victories
by simply relying on the Chinese work
ers and peasants.
Mao's life is a living confirmation
that Marxism-Leninism belongs to the
masses, means nothing without the mass
es. It does not belong to communists
alone. Communists cannot be Marxists
without the masses. Every victory of
the Chinese people is a tribute to
this simple but profound truth which
Mao grasped like few other Communists
m history have.
CONCRETE HANDLING OF CONTRADICTIONS
At a time when China's socialist
revolution was very young (1957) and
when many communists were confused about how to consolidate the new dic
tatorship of the working class, Mao
explained that class struggle was the
key link to the development of social
ism in China. He explained simply and
clearly that capitalists still existed
m China who wanted to smash socialism.
Mao wrote that the proletariat must
wage war against such elements, ON
EVERY FRONT (ideological, political,
philosophical, etc.). Otherwise, he
explained, they"will defeat the working
class by deceit and treachery. These
enemies represent no more than 5l of
the Chinese population Mao said.
Standing against them are the overwhelm
ing majority of the workers and peas
ants and intellectuals of China. With
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Kissinger^sslatest rounds of "shuttle
diplomacy" are nothing but a vain
attempt to stave off the final de
feat of US imperialism m southern Africa. The "concessions" announced
by the fascist and racist regimes of
Vorster and Smith that came after
the Kissinger visits confirm this
The Vorster regime believes that the
Azanian people will trade their aspi
rations for self-determination for
the promise of integration in sports.
Obviously, the Vorster regime is only
trying to pacify the Black masses and
confuse their mulatto and white sup
porters on the national front and to
bolster its image on the international
front, and thus safeguard the interests
of U..S. imperialism m southern Africa.
The Smith regime, which finds itself
under the guns of the national libera
tion movements was forced to "give in
to black majority rule" (as the bour
geois press triumphantly reported it),
BUT only if the national liberation
armies lay down their weapons and wait
for two years. These schemes are only
a ruse to fool and divide the African
peoples and their allies by giving rise
to illusions that African self-deter
mination can be achieved through peace
ful means. And that this manoeuver is
part of the US' increasing contention
with the Soviet Union m Africa as

m the rest of the world is seen m
Kissinger's statements that he is
hopeful that the groundwork has now
been laid for a "solution to the
African problem without the inter
vention of outside forces" (1 e. with
out allowing the US'social-impenalist
rivals to take its place as the "master"
of southern Africa).
But the Azanian pnd other African
peoples will not be fooled. This can
be seen by the anti-Kissinger demons
trations not only in southern Africa
but m Europe as well. The mass upsurge
of the Azanian people will continue to
rise as the armed struggle of the
other southern African peoples against
racist domination (behind which hides
US imperialism) gains momentum and de
velops in depth by firmly rejecting
every racist manoeuver for a "peaceful
solution and fighting against attempts
by the superpowers to redivide Africa
to suit their own imperialist aims,
rhe working class stands resolutely
opposed to all imperialist and socialimperialist attempts to split the unity
of the African peoples and of the na
tional liberation movements. We sup
port this heroic struggle and call upon
our African sisters and brothers to
strengthen their unity, hold fast
to their rifles and to march forward
to victory.

the enemy we must be ruthless, and we
must draw the masses into the struggle
against them.
With the people on the other hand,
Mao taught us to use the method of ed
ucation, discussion and persuasion to
overcome all differences. Armed with
the knowledge the Chinese communists
and the Chinese people were to be
gin the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in 1966
This was a movement of 100's of
millions in which the Chinese'workers,
under Mao's personal leadership, kick
ed out fat cat bureaucrats m the
fctate and in the Chinese Communist Par
ty. These bureaucrats were either cap
italists or were turning into capiallsts. Fat with the power and pnviledges of their positions they began to
see themselves as being above the masses, better than the masses. This out
look inevitably leads to exploitation
of the masses.
Mao saw this, saw that it had led
to the restoration of capitalism m
the Soviet Union - and pointed it out
to the masses. The initiative and pow
er of a whole country were unleashed
and the plot of the new capitalists
were smashed as the ordinary laborer
and farmer of China fought to defend
socialism.
This revolution inspired hatred m
every capitalist, every reactionary
and every exploiter m the world. They
could.not stand to see the workers ex
ercise political power. But it brought
tears of joy to the billions of suf
fering humanity who watched with anti
cipation as their class brothers and
sisters of China snatched the capital
ists by the scuff of the neck and
threw them in the trash. Here in the
U.S. the Cultural Revolution was a
bombshell inspiring particularly the
revolutionary students and revolution
ary nationalists.
We shall never forget those heroic
Black Panthers who handed out Mao's
Red Book to the enthusiastic masses
in the Black Ghettos. We shall never
forget the enthusiasm for Marxism cre
ated among the revolutionaries of this
country by the Chinese Revolution of
1966. And Mao led this. This simple,
self-sacrificing revolutionary taught
us the meaning of relying on the masses.
And the world will never be the same.

In the late 1950's the capitalists
of the Soviet Union assumed control of
the Communist Party of the S.U. From
that position they began restoring
capitalism and they soon turned the
workers of the USSR into wage slaves.
Today the USSR is a fascist state,
trying its best to promote a world
war. Few communists realized what was
going on when Khrushchov seized control
of the CPSU. But Mao did. From the be
ginning Mao realized that the capital
ists were taking power m the Soviet
Union . Mao exposed them to the world.
Going against a huge tide of re
visionism Mao pointed the finger at
Khrushchov and said, "The man is a cap
italist and a liar. He talks Marxism,
but practices revisionism" (Capital- *
ism with a Marxist Disguise). A shock
ed" and skeptical world could not be
lieve it. But very soon Mao's words
rang like a clap of thunder as the
social-imperialist tanks rumbled in
to Chezchoslovakia.
Mao never stopped exposing the revisonists. Study their experience, he
taught us, or we will follow their
trail. Mao showed how these traitors
had abandoned every principle of Marx
ism-Leninism. They substituted the
nationalism of the imperialists for
the internationalism of the working
class. They preached reliance on the
capitalists rather then class struggle
against them. They tried to make us
believe that we could take power
peacefully from an enemy armed with
everything from tanks to atomic weap ons and which has used them all to
defend capitalism.
The revisionists tried to tell us
that we don't need a party of the
working class to achieve socialism",
but that we can have a"party of the
whole people" (le, exploiters and
exploited). The revisionists told
us that the working class did not need
to defend socialism with its own dic
tatorship over the capitalists, rath
er they claimed that we could defend
socialism m unity with these new
capitalists.
Lies, all lies! Mao said. And he
was right. Today an anguished world
watches the glorious Soviet people
being crushed by a fascist dictator
ship- the victiae of every lie and
deception of the revisionists. But

MAO EXPOSES THE REVISIONISTS

(Continued on p.5)

MOLDERS STRIKE VICTORY

2"«l PART

IMPORTANT LESSONS

(editor's note In part I of this ar'ticle we explained what occurred dur
ing the 9 week strike of the Inter
national Union of Holders and Allied
Workers, local 164 in Northern Cali
fornia In this concluding section we
would like to further develop our
views on the strategic significance
of a correct understanding of the na
tional question for proletarian revo
lution m this country, the opportun
ism of the RCP and the CPUSA; the
question of revolutionary tactics,
and lastly the question of the train
ing of cadres and advanced workers.)
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NATIONAL
QUESTION
We have written m the pages of our
newspaper and in various other of our
printed materials about the crucial
significance of the national question
for the socialist revolution. Ours
is an extremely heterogeneous working
class, composed of workers from an
oppressor nation (the Anglo-American
workers), and workers from either
oppressed nations (Afro-Americans,
Chicanos, Puerto Ricans), or national
minorities This class is not united
-- there exists many divisions within
it, (national divisions, age divi
sions, skill and unskilled divisions,
divisions of the sexes, etc) But none
of the divisions is as sharp, as
deeply rooted historically or as cru
cial to the ruling class as the na
tional divisions. For this reason
they have developed a system of poli
tical, social and economic privileges
for the workers of the oppressor na
tion (a system based on the denial
of political, social and economic
equality to the oppressed nationality
workers). Combined with this is the
presence within the working class of
a labor aristocracy and a set of so
cial props whose function is to de
velop and maintain the divisions
within the class -- mainly through
the spread of the poisonous ideology
of national chauvinism, racism and
reformism At the same time we have,
always held that the key to revolu
tion m this country is a fighting
alliance of the working class and the
movements of^the oppressed nationali
ties Seen m this historical and
strategic perspective it becomes clear
that a crucial part of our work m
the factories and trade unions must
be to forge the unity of the working
class (oppressor nation workers and
oppressed nationality workers), based
on a thoroughgoing fight by all of
the workers for the democratic rights
of their oppressed class brothers and
sisters Without winning the entire
class, and especially the Anglo-Amer
ican workers to this stand, all talk
about revolution is essentially idle
talk For this reason, and primarily
for this reason, the stand taken by
the masses of the Holders during the
course of their strike was of strate
gic significance for the class In
the course of a bitter and complex
struggle, the Molders gained an under
standing CONCRETELY of the national
question as it reflected itself m
the oppression of the Black, Mexicano
and Portuguese workers m their local
And not only did they UNDERSTAND this
question, but they ACTED UPON THIS
UNDERSTANDING In so doing they had
to fight down to the wire with the
social props who fought with every

("Continued on n . 81
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STWIk ING HOLDERS and supporters picket union headquarters
protesting the trial of the local's leaders.

BATTLE
AT
WESTERN
YARN
More Than 200 Workers On Strike

Over 2C0 of our working class bro
thers and sisters from the Western
Yarn textile factory in Los Angeles,
California went on strike on Sept.13.
They are members of the Teamsters Un
ion and are striking after facing
years of brutal class, national and
women's oppression. The overwhelming
majority of the workers are Mexican
women. In addition to striking for
higher wages (top wage for unskilled
work is currently $2.70 an hour) and
various other economic demands, the
workers are demanding full equality
of languages. The majority of workers
are Spanish speaking yet the company
has steadfastly refused to translate
its notices into Spanish, as well as
denying skill job training to anyone
who cannot speak fluent English. The
workers are also demanding that the
Teamster leadership translate their
contract into Spanish. The workers
demand an immediate end to the abuse
of women workers by the supervisors -

many of whom DEMAND sexual favors
from the women. The workers of Western
Yarn are demanding equality of lang
uages, equality of people, and they
are demanding an end to discrimina
tion against women.
Both the capitalist owners of Wes
tern Yarn and the Teamster leadership
oppose the strike. The union bureau
crats have refused to sancton the
strike. The workers have defied both
the rich and their puppets and are
walking the picket lines. Communists
are working m direct support of the
workers and have played an active
role in- helping the workers formulate
their demands and to organize their
struggle. It is the duty of all com
munists and class conscious workers
to support this struggle. These hero
ic workers are showing in deeds what
the working class is made of. They
are not striking just for a few pen
nies more in wages, but for much more
(Continued on p.6)

On August 14, 1975, DeWayne "Waheeb" Williams, a 26 year old Black
student at California State Univer
sity at Northridge, and a veteran
activist in the Afro-American strug
gle, and his companion George Hicks
were returning from a flower shop m
Northridge, California. As they ap
proached their apartment building
members of the Los Angeles Police
Department who had been following
them jumped out of their cars with
their weapons drawn and ready to
fire. Within minutes another 25 arm
ed cops arrived on the scene, while
a police helicopter- circled overhead.
The cops were "responding" to a call,
which later turned out to be wrong,
that "two Black men with guns" were
standing outside of the apartment
building. While "Waheeb" was sur
rounded by a ring of cops, and with
his neighbors watching,several of
the cops began to beat him up —
pounding so hard that the impact of
the blows and of "Waheeb's" body did

$250 damage to a neighbor's car.
Williams suffered head and face cuts,
bruises, broken teeth and possible
back and neck injuries. All of the
neighbors testified to the un pro
voked nature of this brutal attack
and yet Williams was convicted of
assaulting an officer and resisting
arrest! During the course of his
"trial" the judge, David J. Aisenson
badgered and harrassed Waheeb's wit
nesses, and before sentencing him to
a jail term and three years proba
tion, called him a bigot ('.).
Attacks of this type, especially
on Afro-Americans, are nothing new.
They are a daily feature of capital
ism. But they are increasing in both
severity and frequency as the capi
talists political and economic cris
is gets deeper and deeper. It is the
task of communists and all class-con
scious workers to take a clear stand
against these attacks, to rouse the
working class against them, to stand
(Continued on p.6)
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AOPPORTUNISM
LETTER
TO
THE
0.
L.
ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

We received a copy of the following
letter addressed to the October Lea
gue well over a month ago. The Octo
ber league has refused to answer the
criticisms in the letter. We unite
with the thrust of the criticism
contained in the letter and we be
lieve that it is our duty to publish
it in order to show HOW in fact, the
October League responds to criticisms
from the masses. Secondly, we be
lieve that the letter contributes
some understanding of the issue of
whether revolution is the main trend
in the world today or not. We en
courage our readers to share their
views on this most important ques
tion, as well as on any other topics
of interest to our movement. ,
June 25, 1976
Dear Friends,
v
We have just finished reading the
interview with October League chair
man, Michael Klonsky, on the inter
national situation in the Call dated
5/31/76. In this interview he states:
"A few years ago, it was correct
to say that 'revolution is the
main trend in the world today*.
Now this statement is no longer
complete or applicable to the pre
sent conditions„ Today BOTH the
factors for war and revolution are
developing together. By saying
that both factors are developing
together, we are clearly empha
sizing the growing danger of a
war. In this way, we take note of
the changes since 1970 and help
people get prepared."
While we agree that the factors for
both war and revolution are increas
ing and that the people must get
prepared for war, we disagree that
the statement 'revolution is the

m a m trdnd in the world today' is no
longer complete or applicable. Revo
lution is_ the m a m trend in the
world today and will continue to be
so long as we are m the era of im
perialism and proletarian revolution.
War is the objective situation in
which revolution may occur n,n the
future and has occurred in the past.
As the Chinese comrades say, "No
matter if war gives rise to revolu
tion or revolution prevents war, the
future is bright because in either
case
revolution will inevitably
occur /'Again emphasizing that people
are moving history forward toward
revolution and that revolution is
indeed the main trend m the world,
in spite df the imperialists' at
tempts to reverse this irresistable
historical trend.
This analysis was confirmed by a
Changing Times comrade's recent dis
cussion m China with a representa
tive of the Foreign Ministry. The
Chinese comrade backed up the analy
sis that 'revolution is the m a m
trend in the world todaly' by point
ing to the increasing unity within
the Third world and between the Se
cond and Third worlds in their strug
gles against imperialism, colonial
ism and hegemonism, and in their
struggles for national defense, sov
ereignty and for a new international
economic order.

When emphasizing the danger of
World War and the m a m danger being
from the Soviet Union, the Chinese
comrade pointed out that the Soviet
Social-Imperialists are meeting with
more and more resistance from the
Middle East and all of the Third
World_. Due to the crimes of the Soviet Union, their true colors have

Letter
From
Farah
Workers
EXPOSE CHAUVINISM OF REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY
The following letter was received
by the Revolutionary Cause from the
workers of the Farah Manufacturing
Company m El paso, Texas. These
workers from the heartland of the
southwest were involved, many of
them as leadership, in the bitter
two year Farah Strike which they won
m 197*+. This victory marked a blow
against imperialist national oppres
sion of the Chicano people, and was
a signal victory for the entire
working class in that an oppressed
section of their class won the right
to unionize m an area kept forcibly
unorganized for years. This letter
was signed by 17 workers — all of
them were active m the strike.
For several years we have been
calling attention to the opportunism
and national chauvinism of the "Re
volutionary Communist Party", (even
when it was still known as the Re
volutionary Union). We have tried to
shown how this chauvinism flows from
their whole view (their line) of the
national question in the era of im
perialism — their complete liquida
tion of that question. Their line,
their chauvinism, can only mean dis
unity for the working class — no
matter how hard they YELL for unity,
and declare it to be an accomplished
fact. Their stand aids only our ene
my. We think that this letter from
the Farah Workers is a revealing ex
posure of the truth of what we have
been saying, and goes to show that
social-props will sometimes even don
the cloak of "communism".
4
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COMPANERAS Y COMPANEROS.
We are a group of former Farah
strikers, who were independently
more ACTIVE from the Union leader
ship. We sought the help of all
groups regardless of their political
beliefs. Which in return, caused us
to be called "radicals or red baited"
by the Union bureaucrats. Neverthe
less, we established ourselves as
leaders m the strike. We maintain
many contacts with the workers move
ment, which the Union was very strong
ly opposed to. When any of these
groups needed any information about
our struggle, all they had to do was
contact our group.
When different organizations or
groups involved in the working class
struggle wanted speakers about the
Farah struggle they contacted our
group. This was very hard, of course,
because of the Union's policy m op
position to our independent'activi
ties . During the course of our strug
gle we sent out information such as
photographs taken m the early walk
out of the Farah plants taken by the
workers themselves. Also we sent home
made movies of the actual walkout. We
also sent out information of how the
company was using its influence to
provoke mass arrests, injunctions
against us by the police and judges.
We organized a strikers relief fund
independent from the Union officials.
This fund helped out strikers with
their payments on their rent and
utilities, also for the emergency
medical bills that were piling up-.

been exposed, and their policies
have been shown to be bankrupt. The
comrade said that the continued ex
pansion of either superpower will
only meet with continued resistance.
Furthermore, we would point to
Premier Hua Kuo-Feng's speech in Pe
king Review §23 where he states'
The Third World people's united
struggles against imperialism-and
hegemonism has surged forward like
a sweeping tide. The two superpow
ers have found the going tougher
and tougher. 'Wind and thunder are
stirring, flags and banners are
flying wherever men live."
In fact, Peking Review in general
continues to point to the increasing
unity and revolutionary struggles of
the world's people in opposing all7'
plans the two superpowers try to
push.
The essence of Klonsky's statement
is that Revolution is not the main
trend, and that war and revolution
are two equal and contending trends
m the world today. This is seeing
what is transitory, world war, and
equating it with what is the rising
aspect, the enduring aspect of this ,
period, revolution. This would say
that the workers and oppressed peo
ples of the world are on the defen
sive and not m the position to take
up the attack on imperialism and
Soviet Social-Imperialism. The Octo
ber League cadis for retreat when
the peoples of the world are advanc
ing. The consequence of this pessi
mistic line is the call for the Uni
ted Front Against Fascism.
In this pre-party period it is im
perative to have clarity on politi
cal line. Please clarify the posi
tion of the October League on this
aspect of the international situa
tion. We would expect that this
letter will be printed and answered
in the pages of the Call.
In Struggle,
Changing Times Bookstore
Some of the other sources that we
gave were also films of the other
people that were struggling for so
cial justice here m El Paso.
During the course of our struggle
we enforced the idea that the Chi
cano striker especially the women,
should participate and take the lead
ership of the Union, because of
course, almost 8 5 # of the strikers
were women. Our group started to
participate m alot of cold hard
ships that were taking place during
the time of the strike. Some of the
activities were "police brutality",
the l6th of September Independence
March, protest marches against the
oppressive, housing conditions in
our barrios. Also the March m Com
memoration of the Chicano Moratorium
of L.A. in which "Ruben Salazar", a
former El Pasoan reporter was mur
dered. Throughout the strike we have
always tried to raise the political
consciousness of the strikers by
linking up our struggle with the
struggle of the workers, oppressed
nationalities and students All these
things we did were something new m
El Paso. Worker demonstrating along
side student and community organi
zers .
We belive m giving credit and
credit is due to the RU (RCP), For
setting up Farah Strike Support Committies. They maintained the flow of
information about our struggle for
22 long months. Also they sent money
to the Farah Distress Fund. The fund
which was controlled by the strikers
themselves. They also sponsered spe
aking tours for Farah Strikers th
roughout the country. But we would
(Continued ofi^ pr. 61

AARNOLDPORTRAIT
OF
A
SOCIAL
PROP
MILLER - CAPITALIST STOOGE
Thousands of coal miners from Ohio
and West Virginia walked out of the
fields July 19 on strike against the
continued intervention of the capi
talist federal courts into their
struggle with the mine owners. As
they fight to maintain decent wages
and job security, and to force the
mine owners to develop a comprehen
sive safety program m the mines,
the federal judiciary consistently
enters the disputes only to decide
cases m favor of the owners
The
miners find .themselves fined and
"found m contempt" for striking for
their just demands. These courts
which lay claim to "judicial fair
ness" and "objectivity" are nothing
more than tools of the capitalist
class -- an integral part of the ca
pitalist state apparatus Appoint
ments to the federal bench are, in
fact, based on how well the appointee
has served the capitalists m his or
her past positions.
By mid-August miners from Indiana,
Illinois, Pennsylvania, Kentucky
had joined the wildcat Over 120,000
miners picketed with no strike bene
fits and defied threats (by the "dis
tinguished" Jurists on the federal
bench) of fines totaling $300,000.
The miners finally returned to work
after forcing the courts to drop the
fines, but without forcing the mineowners and the leadership of the
United Mine Workers to sit down and
negotiate this issue. The lack
erf support for their strike from UMW
leadership caused many mmeworhers
to waver, and to finally end the
strike without winning all their
demands. But you can be sure the
mmeowners will think twice before
going to court again
In the middle of this intensive
class struggle stood the United Mine
Workers President Arnold Miller. This
con man swept into office a few years
ago by LYING to the miners. Miller
at the time of his election, made
grandiose promises to the miners. He
promised to "fight for their inter
ests", and that he would make the
UMW a "democratic union" Then to
show that "he meant business" he sold
off the limosine fleet of the pre
vious bureaucrat-crooks and lowered
a few salaries. These cute little
tactics were "all show and no go".
One year later Miller FORCED on the
mineworkers a contract which over 40%
of the miners didn't want.' And now,
faced with the wildcat strike, "Mr.
Democracy" stands condemned by what
he said in an effort to stop the wild
cat"I think its important for all UMW
members to understand that the
continuation of this strike will
not serve the goals they seek,
but will likely harm them. I call
on and direct all local unions to
return to work on the next avail
able shift" (Los Angeles Times,
July, 1976).
Very interesting.
120,000 miners
m eight states are willing to sac
rifice wages and benefits for over
a month, not to speak of those "mili
tants" whom the company
will no
doubt try to fire. Yet Miller, that
"champion of democracy", directs them
to return to work because they can
not achieve the "goals they seek" by
means of a strike. And just how does
Mr. Miller suppose that the working
class has achieved any of its gains-by appealing to the "human instincts"

On August 1 m Charleston, tv-,va.,
a meeting was held to vote on whether
or not to continue the strike. UMW
president Arnold Miller (left) argued
with strikers, cajoling them to go
back to work, and then adjourned the
meeting before a vote could be taken.
At right- Brookside women jailed by
Harlan County judge.
of the capitalist perhaps? In fact
it's taken bitter strike after bitter
strike (not excluding armed clashes
in the course of those strikes) to win
the eight hour working day, the right
to unionize, the right to strike, etc,
etc. But Miller would rather solve
class conflicts peacefully, "at the
top", through chummy discussions be
tween him and his capitalist cousins—
where the vital interests of the miners
can be "bargained" for like cattle on
the hoof.

Within the working class these social
props, such as Miller, are generally
recruited from the aristocracy of labor—
the most highly paid sector of our class,
those most removed from our daily suf
fering and struggle. Within the nation
al movements they are generally recruit
ed from the intelligentsia, who are also
those most removed from the daily want,
misery, and oppression of their peoples.

PULL OUT THE PROPS!

It is a simple fact of life that our
revolution will not take place without
MILLER IS A SOCIAL PROP
the unmasking of all the soical props m
Arnold Miller is a member of that stra all "walks of life"--from Miller to
tum of society which is bribed by the cap-Meany, from Julian Bond to Cesar Chavez.
Let us watch carefully our class brothers
italist class to lead the oppressed
masses AWAY from revolution and into the from the UMW— let us learn from the les
lap of class collaboration. These people sons of their struggle, applying what
we learn to our historic revolutionary
are called social props-- that is, they
tasks of smashing once and for all the
are "leaders" with some influence among
rotten
system of capitalism.
the masses, who "prop up" the crumbling
capitalist system by preaching illusions
about it, that it can be "made to work",
that the answer to capitalist ills is
(Continued from p.2)
to "Buy American", or "deport illegal
now the world knows the truth because
aliens", etc, etc. With its surplus
Mao
had the guts to stand up and
billions stolen mostly from their "cap
speak
it’
.
ital investments" m the Third World
We
shall
never forget him. His ex
countries, the capitalist class buys
ample
and
his
teachings are a new
these puppets (at salaries from 5 to 10
and
everlasting
development of our
times that of the average worker). So,
science,
Marxism-Leninism.
Mao Tsealong with their military props (armed
tung
Thought
belongs
to
us,
just as
forces, police, jails, etc), they have
Mao
belongs
to
us.
Death
can
never
these social props to maintain their
take
this
away
from
ust
"paradise" of corruption, unemployment,
national oppression, drugs, crime, and
MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT WILL LIVE FOREVER'
PROFIT.
ALL GLORY TO COMRADE MAO TSETUNG'.

MAO

FAN THE FLAMES!!
FOR A REVOLUTIONARY POSITION ON THE CHICANO NATIONAL QUESTION!
AFTER DECADES OF OPPORTUNISM ON THIS
MOST VITAL OF QUESTIONS, A MARXISTLENINIST POSITION HAS FINALLY BEEN DEV
ELOPED! THIS PAMPHLET PROVIDES A
CLEAR ANALYSIS, OF THE HISTORY OF DEV
ELOPMENT OF AN OPPRESSED CHICANO NATION
AND EXPLAINS CLEARLY WHY IT IS THE DUTY
OF COMMUNISTS TO UPHOLD THE RIGHT OF
THAT NATION TO SELF-DETERMINATION —
ITS RIGHT TO POLITICAL SECESSION!

BY THE AUGUST 29th MOVEMENT (M-L)
P.O. BOX 32026
90032
L A. CA

[ p r i c e : $2.50J
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(Cofntinued from page 3)
forthrightly for the right of the
peoples armed self-defense against
police terrorism, as well as for the
full democratic rights of all op
pressed nationalities. Those inter
ested in finding out more about the
case of Waheeb Williams and of con
tributing to his legal defense (whi
ch is very expensive), can write to:
•

>

DeWayne "Waheeb" Williams
Legal Defense Fund
c/o Pan African Studies Department
California State University, Northridge
l8lll Nordhoff Street
„
Northndge, California 9132U
INTERVIEW:
ATM What is the current status of
your case’
WW. I'm m the process of appealing
the case. At this point I'm trying
to organize a base in' the community,
I'm trying to organize support ar
ound my case, how it ties into the
overall protracted struggle that's
going on in America. I've circulated
petitions to get support for my
cause Anyone can tie m the two be
tween my individual incident and
things that happen m America every
day with Black people.
ATM. Maybe you can talk a little bit
about some of the other police mur
ders that have occurred m Southern
California recently.
WW- Well at present my defense com
mittee has become part of a coali
tion called C.A.P.A., the Coalition
Against Police Abuse. And it was
formed basically out of defense com
mittees who are involved in some way,
form or fashion with murders and in
justices that have been committed
against non-white people by the mem
bers of the Los Angeles Police De
partment. There's the Betty ScottSmith Committee whose chief co-ordmator's sister was killed by the
California Highway Patrol. There's
the Timothy Grandpre Committee — he
was shot on the freeway by an off
duty Los Angeles' police officer who
claimed that Grandpre "tried to run
him off the road". There are witness
es who contradict his story, and
judging from the story told by the
cops at my trial, I totally agree
with the witnesses who stated that
he was just blatantly murdered.
There's the Jimmy Blando Defense Com
mittee. Jimmy Blando was gunned down
in the Pico area. He was shot four
times while the cops were chasing
him and the officer emptied his gun
on him and another officer stood
over him while him was bleeding to
death, reloaded his gun and shot him
six more times. He was shot twelve
or thirteen times. There's the Barry
Evans Committee from Pacoima, work
ing with a community organization
called People United. Barry Evans
was a IT year old Black brother who
was shot three times m the back by
two Los Angeles police department ,
officers. There's the Ted Collins
Defense Committee. Ted Collins alledgedly committed suicide in the
Los Angeles County Jail. There's
been six alledged suicides in the
County Jail in the last six months
I believe — all of them Black.
ATM. People talk alot about fascism.
Do you see this as evidence that it
is developing?
WW Yes, because you see it if you
ever look at history. In school I
studied the speeches of Adolf Hitler,
and some of his practices. In the

early part of May we had a demon
stration at the Los Angeles Police
Commission — the Glass House. The
Police Commission showed their "sym
pathy" with us and they made the
statement that "we don't want any
killings, we don't want anyone kill
ed, we don'i want anyone hurt." You
know, empty statements like that.
Hitler made similar empty declara
tions about treatment towards the
Jews. Publicly the police killings
are "not condoned", but there has
been no effort by the Commission to
try and stop these daily police atro
cities .
ATM: It seems like this is becoming
a real nation-wide phenomena. Have
you been following some of the
things that have been happening’
WW. Oh yes, daily there are reports
of attacks against Black people and
non-white people. We see this es
calating because imperialism is be
ing driven out of Africa, is being
driven out of Asia and Latin America
— they are having a harder time ex
ternally oppressing anyone, so op
pression is more and more coming in
ward and is mounting as the imperial
ists see themselves being threatened
by struggles of oppressed peoples.
So they lash out m a reactionary
form with brutal oppression. Of cour
se this is nothing new to Black peo
ple ; Black people have always been
dealt with m the most brutal manner
because we have always been an op
pressed group in this country. First
overtly as slaves, and now covertly
as slaves — and anyone knows-that
when you have a slave in captivity,
he seeks freedom, he strikes out and
he's trying to get free by any means
necessary. So its the nature of any
one who is trying to oppress you to
try and keep you down by any means
necessary — no holes barred.
ATM Do you think this trend of re
sistance against oppression is part
of a world wide phenomena?
WW Oh yeah, because you see capi
talism is based on a few benefittmg
from the work of many. For a long
time the world was ignorant. Well
this is part of one way of staying
on top, of keeping the masses con
fused, so they don't know what's
happening. And the people are waking
up all over the world. They want-in
dependence, they want freedom.And
as people become aware of freedom
and what that means, the capitalists
become aware of the fact they no
longer can oppress people as they,
did during the last century, and I
would say the first half of this cen
tury up to the year I was born, 1950.
In 1950 much of Africa was still sub
jugated, now most of it is free. Up
until 19b9 China was divided into
various colonial factions until Mao
and the Chinese people dealt with
that. India, the second biggest
country in the world was up until
19^T-^8, a British colony. IndoChina was once controlled by France,
and then the U.S. No longer. So I
see the Chicano struggles and the
Black struggle as being paramount m
the overall struggle for eventual
proletarian victory, which is inevit
able — because the proletariat forms
the backbone of capitalism and once
the backbone of capitalism is broken,
it no longer has anything to sustain
itself with and they cease to exist.
ATM. It seems from what you're say-1
m g that mass action, mass support is
the key to victory m your case.
WW. In this society you got to have
one of two things either a lot of
money, or a lot of people behind you.
Right now I'm trying to educate'peo
ple about my situation and how it
encompasses the Black struggle be-

IK YARN

!(Continued from page 3)

important-demands. Many of them recog
nize both the significance of their
demands and the protracted struggle
that will be required to win them.
Many are already becoming aware
that only socialist revolution will
finally end all exploitation and op
pression of the working class, the op
pressed nationalites and women.
The road ahead is full of sacri
fice and struggle
for the workers
of Western Yarn. They are getting no
strike benefits and need all the fi
nancial support that they can get.
Send your contributions to P.0. Box
5^927, Los Angeles, Calif. 9005^. Also
send them messages of support and sol
idarity. Also, popularize this histor
ic strike in your plant and trade un
ion. Let us show our whole class the
dedication, the spirit of sacrifice,
the capacity for leadership of the
sisters and brothers of Western Yarn.
Long live their struggle'. Long live
the struggle of the working class'.

FARAH

from page 4 )
(Continued
Co

also like to thank the other people
and groups who participated in the
support, communities and from other
support communities throughout the
U S.A. We also thank the people who
walked the Farah Boycott picket lin
es supporting us regardless of which
organization was sponsoring the event.
Throughout those 22 long and sac
rificing months, the idea of making
a film became popular. The RU (RCP)
told our group that some film company
wanted to make a movie about our
struggle. It was during the summer
of '73 that some people who the RU
said were the Single Spark Film Com
pany, came to El Paso to shoot some
film. We provided them with all the
interviews for the film and we glad
ly cooperated m making the arrange
ments for the film. We also provided
the film makers with housing for two
weeks. They stayed with the mother
of a member of our group of which
both were strikers. The majority of
the strikers were reluctant to ap
pear in the film because the Union
had said we shouldn't cooperate with
this group because they were going
to use us for their own benefits.
Nevertheless we worked hard to get
the cooperation of our fellow strik
ers to speak of their experiences m
the plant and of the strike. We work
ed hard on this project because mem
bers of our group, women and men
were told by members of the RU (RCP)
and the film company that we would
have a copy of the film for our
group to keep and show here m El
Paso. We were also proud to work on
this film because our struggle, unity,
suffering would be recorded and it
would be to the benefit of the Chi
cano working class and the working
class in general. This film could be
valuable m organizing the workers
into a strong rank and file group and
furthering the cause to make the Un
ion more democratic.
One of the parts of the movie that
fills the strikers with emotion and
brings memories of the long suffering
is the part which shows the actual
walkout. This part was filmed by two
strikers with their movie cameras.
These two films were given to the RU
(RCP) and later converted from 8mm
(continued on p.8)
cause anyone who knows anything about
the Black struggle knows that this
type of thing has been going on for
just too long.

AUGUST29th MOVEMENT (M-L)
HOLDS 2ndCONGRESSHISTORIC OCCASION
Recently the August 29th Movement
(Marxist-Leninist) held its Second
Congress. We believe that this occured at a crucial juncture for the rev
olutionary movement. Internationally
the danger of war has significantly
increased since the time of our 197^
Unity Congress
This has extremely serious impli
cations for Communists who wish to
lead revolutionary struggle against
such a war. At the same time, commu
nists must intensify all efforts to
develop the work and apparatus nec
essary to be able to turn such a war
into a civil war. While the two sup
erpowers- hone their weapons of war,
the m a m trend of revolution contin
ues to advance as the rising class
and national struggles throughout the
world continue to shatter the very
foundations of imperialism (we refer
comrades to the article "Revolution
Can Prevent War" Revolutionary Cause
#6), and particularly those of the
U.S. and the USSR.
At home the economic crisis con
tinues despite the clamor of the cap
italist economists about "recovery",
and this crisis has sparked off a
wave of struggle within the working
class and national movements. Mean
while, within the antirevisionist
Communist movement, the chief standard
bearer of right opportunism, the Oc
tober League, is preparing to declare
itself a party - trying to cover its
tracks with a few "feints to the left"
but standing firm on a theoretical
and practical program of opportunism.
From the "left" the new Puerto Ri
can Revolutionary Workers Organiza
tion and the Revolutionary Workers
League have picked up the tattered
banner of "left" opportunism and have
succeeded m reducing the once proud
PRRWO to a raving sect, while destroy
ing in the process the principled and
high level of unity which it had with
ATM.
It was at precisely this historic
juncture m which we convened our
2nd conress. Our Congress adopted a
report by the Central Committee on
the current world and national situa
tion and the situation within the
Communist movement, as well as study
ing and approving a review of our
past two years of development. The
Congress unanimously repudiated the
"left" deviation which had developed
in ATM, affirmed at a higher level
of understanding, party-building as
the central task and political line
as the key link to party-building.
Significantly, the Congress, on
the basis of a careful summation of
the history of party-building m the
U.S. over the past several years,
laid out the correct line that party
building, like our revolution itself,
will be a protracted process in the
U.S. The most important part of this
process is the TESTING of the politi
cal line m practice.
It is this testing of views, of
stated unities, m the crucible of
mass struggle which will allow us to
develop the solid basis of program
matic unity. This component must be
taken into account and made a central
part of any real viable plan for par
ty building. Such a component dis
tinguishes us right off the bat from
the get-rich-quick schemes of the
"left" and right opportunists. In
future issues of REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE

we will quote from the Congress doc
uments which speak to this question.
But the most outstanding achieve
ment of our Congress was its adoption
of the first Marxist-Lenmist posi
tion on the Chicano National Question
tion. This resolution is of historic
importance--both -in the struggle
for the party and the struggle for
revolution.
It represents a precise analysis
of the development of the Chicano
people’s struggle, their development
as an oppressed nation with the right
to political secession. The resolu
tion also defines concretely the bas
ic demands of that movement and the
tasks of communists. We reprint below
some excerpts from that historic doc
ument.

ON THE REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE OF THE
CHICANO PEOPLE
There is no force on earth which
can conquer a people who are fighting
for their freedom from oppression.
The Chicano people are just such a
people — tempered over the decades
m the flames of their revolutionary
freedom struggle. In our own time we
have seen the courage, strength, de
termination and will to freedom of
the Chicano masses, displayed in the
stormy decade of the 6 0 's and up un
til the present.
....the Chicano people are again an s m g like an armed and angry Phoen
ix from the ashes of the "fire that
refused to die" in order to fight un
til victory for their right to selfsr
determination.
What remains the same ( m the cur
rent phase of the struggle) is the
basis of the revolutionary national
movement — the severe national oppres
sion of the Chicano people, the deni
al of their basic democratic rights .
Like the 60's the movement will again
involve every oppressed class and
strata of the Chicano people — the
workers, the campesmos, the students',the intellectuals, the youth, the wo
men , etc. What will make this movement
different will be its even broader
scope and depth. In addition the rev
olutionary Chicano proletariat is
more and more fulfilling its historic
mission as leader of all the Oppres
sed.
This class, in unity with all Ame n c a n workers, is now in a position
assumed in the 6 0 ’s by the students.
In any case the revolutionary leaders
of the Chicano people have learned
the bitter lessons of the past decade
— particularly the sad result of
following the path of reformism. They
have learned — m the factories, m
the fields, m the mountains of the

southwest, on the campuses, and m the
jails — that only an armed Chicano
people can win liberation from imper
ialism.
The intensified repression of cur
rent’ years gives this new upsurge the
potentiality for national rebellionfor an armed revolt of the people in
the southwest. It is the duty, the
obligation, of every communist, every
Chicano revolutionary, to prepare for
this onslaught, to win, in the course
of their everyday struggles, the
leadership of this movement. The
deaths of the Chicano patriots must
not have occured m vain. Their blood
must wipe away all illusions of the
people that their struggle can occur
peacefully, within the confines of the
system which robs them and attacks
every aspect of their national identi
ty. Let that innocent blood act like
a wind upon a fire — fanning the sp
ark of our revolution into a conflag
ration which engulf the southwest
with the mass rebellion of the Chicano people.
...We live m an era of storms and
revolutions. The watchwords of the
world’s peoples are "independence,
liberation and revolution." Since the
end of the 2nd imperialist world war
the numerous countries of the Third
World have risen up m fury against
their former colonial and imperialist
masters. The last two years has seen
the peoples of Vuet Nam, Cambodia, La
os, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and other
countries win their liberation m the
furnace of peoples war. At the same
time the fires of revolution are scorch
ing the imperialist empires as the
peoples of Zimbabwe, Azania and Nami
bia stand on the threshold of libera
tion .
Elsewhere the masses of East Timor,
the Phillipmes, Thailand, and in La
tin America are engulfing their imper
ialist masters in the smothering em
brace of revolutionary struggle.
Standing against this mightly cur
rent are the two corrupt watchdogs of
capitalist reaction — the imperialist
U.S. and the social-imperialist Soviet
Union. These two bulwarks of oppress
ion, while girding themselves for a
world war with the winner becoming the
supreme master of national plunder, are
rushing about the world m a frenzy,
attempting by hook or by crook to
douse the flames of the national lib
eration movements
Set against this violent panorama
of wars and revolutions is the national
movement of the Chicano people This
movement is a component part of the
world revolutionary movement. It der
ives its significance both from its
century-long history of armed struggle
and mass upsurge, and from the fact
that it is directed squarely against
U S. imperialism from within the very
heart of that monster.
... As Communists we stand for the in
terests of the revolutionary working
class. This class supports any and ev
ery movement which tends to weaken im
perialism. The Chicano movement does
more than "tend" to weaken imperialism,
it stands ready to drive a stake throu
gh the heart of U.S. imperialism.
A movement with such a history of strug
gle, with a rapidly growing working
class, with a campesmo movement with
such revolutionary traditions, stands
as the direct ally of the U.S. working
(Continued on p
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of administering executive, legisla
tive and judicial authority. It is
presently the U.S. imperialists who
control this power, the Anglo-Ameri
can capitalists and land-owners. ...
ONLY if the Chicano people lift the
burden of imperialism off their back,
to the point of determining for them
selves their national relationship
with all other governments will it
win real sqlf-determmation. Being
that the U.S. imperialists rely, ul
timately, on military force to pre
serve its rule we must demand that
all U.S imperialist armed forces be
removed from the Southwest.
(E) The full democratic rights of
all native Americans in the southwest
must be upheld and fought for, includ
ing the right to self-determination
where it is applicable. They must be
guranteed the complete right to all
their lands and full water rights for
them.
(5) Full democratic rights for all
Chicanos. This is our m a m demand m
areas of Chicano concentration (or
wherever Chicanos reside and are de
nied their rights) outside the South
west .
....Comrades, this resolution is our
battle cry, our declaration of WAR
against the U.S. imperialists! It is
up to us to make it a living realityto give it life by integrating its
truth and direction with the histor
ic revolutionary struggle of the Chi
cano people. LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE
OF THE CHICANO NATION! THE RIGHT TO
POLITICAL SECESSION FOR THE CHICANO
NATION! FULL DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS FOR
ALL CHICANOS! THE FIRES OF REVOLUTION
ARE BURNING, FAN THE FLAMES'. WORKERS
AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE WORLD
UNITE!

(roughly from S. Colorado to New Mex
ico through to south Texas and S. Ar
izona and possibly the southeastern
part of Southern California), combin
(Continued from p.7)
ing into counties huge areas of ter
class in its struggle for proletarian
ritory, much of it sparsely inhabited
revolution. It is clear that the na
by Chicanos and Native Americans, with
tional movement and the working class
the metropolitan centers which have
movement are already "linked" - they
large Anglo majorities. To make ef
are linked m the sense that every blow
fective the possibility of the Chi
by the Chicano people against imperial
cano people putting their right to
ism brings the proletariat a step clos
political secession into force it is
er to its goal of socialist revolution.
required to unite into one govern
Therefore, we must FAN THE FLAMES of
mental unit all areas of the South
the Chicano revolution, support it,
west where Chicanos constitute a ma
and strive to give it the consistent
jority of the popilation. This is to
and determined revolutionary leadership
ensure the effective democratic ex
that it demands from us.
ercise of their right to self-deter
mination.
THE BASIC DEMANDS OF THE CHICANO MOVE
(3)
Right to Political Secession
MENT
(self-determination). This is our
....The root cause of the oppression
central demand m the Chicano liber
of the Chicano people is the loss of
ation struggle m the Southwest. In
land, its control by the Angloorder to gurantee a revolutionary di
American imperialists. Control of the
rection
.for this movement and in or
land gives them also control over the
der
to
harness
the vast revolution
timber, the agriculture and the miner
ary
potential
of
the Chicano masses
al wealth of the sourthwest. Economic
we must raise this demand in opposi
aontrol and political control go hand
tion to all bourgeois integrationist
in hand. Utilizing their political pow
schemes which preach that "hard work"
er they have been able to systemati
or
bourgeois "education" can win Chi
cally wrest more and more land from the
canos
equality.
Chicano campesino through an oppressive
....We
must also struggle against
system of taxes, their power of eminent
calls
for"Chicano
Socialism". This
domain, etc., (this m addition to out
cover
for
narrow,
cultural
national
right violence and robbery of the lands,
ism
tries
to
accomodate
the
striving
as well as squeezing many small farmers
of
the
Chicano
people
towards
social
out through control of water, timber
ism
with
reformism
and
cultural
na
and grazing rights.) In turn, with the
tionalism.
wealth gained from the land, the opp
No, against all this, as well as
ressors can expand and strengthen their
against
those chauvinists who would
political rule which finds its expres
deny
freedom
to the Chicano people
sion m the denial of democratic rights
because
it
would
"split the working
to the Chicano people. To end this vi
class"
(!),
we
must
call for the com
cious system we must raise the follow
plete
and
unequivocal
right of the
ing demands m the SouthwestChicano people in the southwest to
(1) Expropriation of the land and all
exercise political control of their
natural resources of the Anglo-American
territory,
as well as to decide upon
capitalists as well as all those belong
the
relation
between their territory
ing to the federal and state governments.
and other nations, including the U.S.
(2) State unity of the Southwest.
The right to self-determination means
To maintain their rule, the capital
that the Chicano majority m its uists have systematically gerrymandernited territory exercises the right
. ed the areas of Chicano majority________

MOLDERS

(Continued from p.3)
ounce of their energy to maintain the
class divisions, to fan the flames of
chauvinism and to chain the skilled
Anglo workers (in particular) to
their narrowest craft interests (cf.
Revolutionary Cause #7)
The workers came to this understand
ing IN SPITE of the Communist Party
of the USA which NEVER ONCE raised
this question in any more than a ble
eding heart liberal manner, and NEVER
ONCE organized the struggle against
national oppression m the local The
CPUSA has dragged the proud name of
communism through the mud -- a name
which stands first of all for proletanan-internationalism -- they did
everything in their power to oppose
ATM's work m the local, including
our exposures of the imperialist so
cial props, which they referred to as
"Maoist bullshit". Not only did these
traitors fail to raise the national
question or work for the interests of
the oppressed nationality workers -they actually tried to sabotage the
strike -- agreeing right along with
the trade union'bureaucrats to post
pone the strike for two weeks, to
"concede" the most important demands.
Finally, the CP outdid itself near
the end of the strike when they plead
ed with the workers to quickly settle
before the strike "becomes political".
Fortunately, the strike had already
"become political" as the workers
learned that the capitalist class was
their enemy, that the capitalist class
8 -- REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE

a unity indispensable to our revolution,
they consciously and actively sided with
the trade union bureaucrats
And those
bureaucrats fought every demand for the
equality of the nationalities
By siding
with them who does the CPUSA serve, the
workers or the capitalists7 And because
they have some influence among some work
ers they help to keep the capitalists m
power by keeping those workers on the side
of capital. They help to "prop up" cap
italism
But this is only one small ex
ample of the role they play
While the CPUSA had little influence on
the working class and oppressed national
ity upsurges of the 1960’s, they have
started to grow as more and more people
become open to the ideas -Of communism.
(Continued on Page 9)
group knowing anything about it.
When we heard about the RU visiting
6) our members, at first we said maybe
they are trying to show our members
how to organize our group better.
But we started to hear complaints
from our members that the RU members
were ordering them to do things they
didn't want to do. For example cal
ling meetings without the leaders
being present, trying to get members
to sell their papers at the unemploy
ment lines, pushing our members to
read material that they could not
understand. Which caused a women mem
ber to say that the RU was trying to
shove things down our throats. Our
members also asked in a meeting of
our group if the RU was here to take
over our group.
Our group was a very closed one.
We worked hard with all our members
trying to understand each other.
Even after the strike was over we

was the source of national -oppression,
that the capitalist class bribed the
social props who bartered with their in
terests. And these are precisely the
lessons which communists must drive home
over and over again to the working class
if we are to have a socialist revolution
m this country
While the work m the
Molders actually constitutes only a be
ginning to the work there, the strike
lays a solid political foundation for al|
future organizing m the local, and the
political LESSONS of the strike are of
crucial importance for the entire working
class movement.
But why do we call the Communist Party
of the USA social props'7
Here m a con
crete struggle for the UNITY of our class,

FARAH

I f i l i a l ■( C o n t in u ed f r o m page
for the Farah strike film. These two
strikers were very reluctant to part
with their home movies. They told us
that we didn't need anybody from the
outside to make a movie about our
struggle, that we could make one
ourselves. But our group convinced
them that this movie was going to be
a l6mm film and besides that, we .
didn't have the money or the know-how
to make a l6mm film. Only after that
we told them that this group, the RU,
had promised us a copy of the film so
that we could continue to organize
the strikers into a strong rank and
file did they part with their films.
There was a good working relation
between RU and our group, up until
the time the RU started to send their
people down to El Paso to stay. They
started to visit our people in our
group without the leaders of the

(C o n tin u ed on page 1 0 ):
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They act as mouthpieces for the soc
ial-imperialists of the Soviet Union
who call their brand of capitalism
"socialism", and who call their bloody
intervention in Angola "proletarian
internationalism". And the CPUSA spre
ads these LIES everywhere they can,
disguising the fascist and warmonger
ing essence of the USSR. They have
made some headway m the Afro-American
Chicano, and Puerto Rican movements
by fronting off the revisionist Com
munist Party of Cuba and the Puerto
Rican Socialist Party. In some trade
unions, like the Hospital Workers #
1199 m New York, the International
Longshoreman and the Warehousemen's
Union on the W. coast, and in the United Steelworkers m the midwest the
revisionists have a steadily growing
influence. They do not yet have the
power or influence of the trade union
bureaucrats but they are rising, es
pecially as people turn to socialism
for an answer to their misery. We
must smash them NOW, at every turn
We must expose them as the fifth column of the USSR and a social prop
of the U.S. capitalist" class.
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY -REFORMISM IN ACTION
Fortunately for all of us, the
working class judges revolutionaries
not merely by what they say, but
mostly by what they DCh The Revolu
tionary Communist Party talks a lot
about revolution, the unity of the
class, and so forth and so on. They
even refer to themselves modestly as
the vanguard of the revolutionary
proletariat But the vanguard of
this revolution had better under
stand the national question if it
wants to lead a revolution in this
country. As we explained m part I
of this article -- the RCP carried
on no propaganda or agitational work
m regard to the national oppression
m 164, nor did they organize at all
around this question. What we would
like to talk about here is the re
formist tactics of the RCP, and how
these tactics can temporarily con
fuse the working class unless their
essence is exposed hy communists By
revolutionary tactics we mean (gen
erally) mass actions which go beyond
the boundaries of bourgeois legality
connected to the struggle for demo
cratic rights, for self-determina
tion for the oppressed nations and
for socialism (We are talking here
about the key questions of our revo
lution, such actions must obviously
be connected to other important po
litical question^ such as the strug
gle against a world war of the su
perpowers ) These actions -- mass
strikes, political strikes, street
actions, military actions, etc
do not constitute revolutionary
tactics m and of themselves What
gives them their meaning, their po
litical significance, is when they
are undertaken as part of the strug
gle for democratic rights, for selfdetermination and socialism. Taken
alone, for example, a militant strike
may never go- beyond the boundaries
of simple trade unionism, even though
during the course of that strike the
workers may defy the bourgeois laws,
beat up scabs, do mass picketing m
defiance of court injunctions, etc
And this is exactly the muddle of
the RCP Because they have histori
cally been slaves to trade unionism,
have never broken with that ideology

-- they confuse militant trade union
ism with revolution' That is why
they always work so hard during a
strike for the mass actions, the
chanting picket lines, the mass de
monstrations, etc In and of them
selves there is nothing wrong with
these things; m fact we would work
to develop many of these same forms
of struggle What is different is
that we accompany the organization
of these actions with political
agitation and propaganda And it is
here where the RCP completely ex
poses their opportunism, their es
sential reformism, and their failure
to break the chains of bourgeois
ideology. But lets take a represen
tative example of the type of'"poli
tical" agitation done by the RCP
during the strike
"The union leadership did their
level best to cut down our rank
and file feelings (sic!) and keep
us out of their hair., (they then
explain how the bureaucrats manip
ulated the strike vote and the re
sistance of the rank and file -ed ) With this victory one brother
said it for all of us. ’Now you
either get behind us or get out of
the way.'" (Bay Area Worker, March
1976)
Now this explains NOTHING to the
workers -- neither imperialism, its
bribery of the social props, the na
tional question -- NOTHING And yet
the workers may act upon this "agi
tation" — even going beyond the
bounds of bourgeois legality. Mili
tant trade unionism, reformism -nothing more. As long as such ac
tions are not combined with politi
cal agitation and propaganda which
explains imperialism, its bribery,
the national question, the necessity
for socialism, etc,, they cannot
come under the heading of revolution
ary tactics, for revolutionary tac
tics are determined first of all by
the political content. And that is
why it was significant when the "
workers defied the state and the so
cial props m this strike with mass
actions -- because communists had
done their political duty and given
political context and content to
those actions
The RCP believes that ATM is "nar
row nationalist", that we "overem
phasize" the national question But
we have shown that a grasp of this
question is key to our revolution,
and was, in fact, the key to work m
the Molder's Union. The line of the
RCP led them to the complete neglect
of this question m the strike
Whose interest do they serve with
such a line’ What unity can be forg
ed with such a line7 Can there be a
revolution m this country without
the unity of the workers of all na
tionalities7 Can there be a revolu
tion without an alliance between the
working class and oppressed nation
ality movements?
We think the answers afe obvious.
THE TRAINING OF CADRE AND THE
ADVANCED

would like to share some lessons
that we have learned (particularly
m the Molders strike):
1 Like the building of the party
itself, the training of party cadres
is a long and protracted process.
These cadres will not be trained
overnight. A failure to understand
this will lead to demoralization and
pessimism. Our failure to do this
training consistently and correctly
with our advanced and middle strata
contacts often led to their tailing
the course of-events m the strike,
rather than giving class conscious
leadership to them.
2 That while propaganda and the
study of Marxism-Leninism are cru
cial to this task of training, they
certainly are not enough to t r a m
PARTY cadres. These cadres must not
only learn theory, but also HOW TO
organize m the factories and trade
unions, HOW TO work in legal, il
legal and semi-legal forms of organ
ization, HOW TO organize legal and
illegal forms of struggle, they must
learn to master techniques of secrecy,
how to develop secret methods for
the distribution of their propaganda
and agitation, military training,
etc., etc In addition many of them
must also become agitators or propa
gandists, skills not acquired over
night And these are just some of
the things that revolutionary cadres
must learn (master is a better word)
if they want to earn the title of
cadre as characterized by comrade
Dimitroff -- "Able to find their
bearings independently" A failure
to understand the enormity and com
plexity of our task will lead to the
creation of a party unable to func
tion under all conditions, m all
the twists and turns of the struggle.
This strike forced us to have to
deal with these questions and we
realized that we too have a long way
to go in the training of our cadre
and the advanced.
3 This training takes place in the
course of struggle and m no other
way -- and we do not mean only pole
mical struggle (the way in which the
new PRRWO trains its cadres), but
the mass struggles of the class.
4. We also oppose training which
takes place divorced from MarxismLeninism. Such is the training of
the RCP and the October League, who
would have us believe that we build
COMMUNIST cadres by merely immersing
them in the mass struggle If this
training is not connected up at
every step with Marxist-Leninist
theory it is meaningless, the train
ing of militant economists. We fail
ed to stress this enough with our
advanced and intermediate contacts
who needed particular clarity on the
national question and the role of
communists m strikes and it limited
the political mass impact of their
work
(Continued on p.10)

Resistencia
PO LITICAL ORGAN O F

Everyone these days talks about
party building, the fusion of the
working class movement with social
ism, the building of the vanguard,
etc. An important part of this task
is the training of the future party
cadres from among the present mem
bers of communist organizations and
from among the advanced and middle
strata of the class. While we do not
intend m this article to go into a
long discussion on this question we
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5. The proper training of future
party cadres must be one of the bas
es of unity of communist organiza
tions struggling for the party.
OUR ERRORS
Comrades, we do not pretend that
our work in the Molders Union is
without errors -- both right and
"left" errors. Nor do we claim that
our work is completed m that union
--“it is really barely beginning
All we have done thus far is help to
create a solid foundation for our
work. We must now build upon this
foundation and turn that local (and
eventually the union itself) into a
stronghold of communism. But let's
talk a little about our most impor
tant errors in the work
Our main errors m this strike
were right errors Although we did
do broad propaganda on the questions
of class struggle, national oppression and the social props of lmperi-

I M i n i I [Continued from p. 8)
felt we were a strong group. Even
though we won the strike, the company
continued, even now, to try and
break our Union. The company fired
the most militant leaders in our
group and has layed off many members
of the Union. Also the company has
cut our wages because we cannot meet
the high quotas. This caused some
members of our group to become de
moralized. But what made it even
worse was when we found out that we
were not going to get a copy of our
film. We also found out, to our sur
prise, that the RU was promoting
their organization m the film. This
was never agreed upon. It caused our
members to say that this movie was
to be about our strike, we never
agreed to make a movie promoting
the RU (RCP).
It has been over a year since the
film was finished. We have made ef
forts to obtain a copy of the film
from the RU (RCP) members in El Paso.
They told us they don't know any
thing about it and the fight is be
tween the film company (Single Spark
Film Company) and our group. We ask
ed them how can this be when in the
film all they do is promote the RU
(RCP). We asked if we could buy a
copy of the film and they told us
that the RU was not going to sell it
to just any group. So our group told
the RU (RCP) and one of the film
makers m San Francisco, that we
withdrew our permission for them to
use our interviews and the actual
films of the walkout. We appeal to
the honest elements in the RU (RCP)
to try and correct the wrong that
has been done. If you have been led
to believe that we are members of
any political group well, we are
not. At present we maintain our in
dependence within the working class
movement. Ourrgroup is still active.
We work under.; the name of "Unidad
Para Siempre'h. Our goals include
working to build a strong rank and
file movement for a democratic union
and to educate Chicano workers of
our proud history of resistance to
exploitation. Also to teach Chicano
working class history.
Our demands to the RU (RCP) and
the Single Spark Film Company are to
correct the film to the way it was
originally agreed upon and also an
official response from the RU (RCP)
leadership.
We appeal to all groups in the
10
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alism, we did not carry on this work
on the questions of socialism and
the party. We feared that we would
get 1,isolated" if we raised these
questions. We were tailing the ideas
of the most politically backward
workers Why did we do this?
1 We were m the process of rooting
out the "left” deviation m ATM,
particularly our isolation from mass
struggle We overreacted and went to
the right. Lacking the correct poli
tical training it is easy for inex
perienced cadres (which ours were)
to fall .into these errors
2) Although the majority of our ca
dres come from the working class,
many of them are young and are new to
working class organizing A number of
the comrades from the area of the strike are from intellectual back
grounds, and many of the comrades
from working class backgrounds spent
some time as college students. These
social roots contributed to the loss
of bearings which occured m the
strike, as well as the weak class
stand concerning red-baiting and
raising the questions of socialism
and the proletarian party.
3) Although our history as revolu
tionary nationalists provided the ba
sis for our "left" deviation to de
velop, our early history as commun
ists was marked by economism and the
belittling of theory, and was bound
to have its impact, especially m the
face of inexperience and the lack of
the correct cadre training.
We can only root out our errors by
first seeking the historical and so
cial conditions which give rise to
them. Secondly, we must systematical
ly TRAIN our cadres to carry out
their tasks as communists -- HOW to
raise the questions of socialism and
the Party and HOW to organize the
struggle so that the masses learn
from their own experience of the ne
cessity for their communist party and
for socialist revolution. Lacking
this training, our youth and inexper
ience, in combination with our "turn"
from the "left", our history and so
cial conditions were almost bound to
lead to some type of right errors in
our work ,
,
,.
A second crucial right error com
mitted during the strike was our
failure to do consistent and allsided exposure of the RCP. A failure
to do this left many workers (parti
cularly the least politically developed) seeing no major differences

between ourselves and the RCP We
both claimed to be communists, we
both advocated mass actions, we both
worked hard in the day to day strug
gles of the workers, we both talked
"politics". We started to do this
exposure at the beginning of the
strike but we backed off when some
workers initially saw this as "divi
sive" But we should not have tailed
after these sentiments (misguided
sentiments for unity) -- but should
have intensified our political work
to expose these opportunists so that
the unity of the class is based not
upon sentiment but upon the solid
foundation of political understanding
of their historical tasks. And with
their chauvinism and economism, the
RCP sure as hell gave us enough rope
to hang them with. And of course, we
will m all our future work Our
error flowed from conciliationism
(our fear of appearing "divisive")
which inevitably leads to right op
portunism if it is not recognized,
checked and rooted out just as it
led to nghtism in this strike. We
must always take a firm stand against
all opportunism
Finally, we must seriously criti
cize ourselves for falling prey to
the worst sort of red-baitinp m re
gard to the Workers Viewpoint Organ
ization. In their newspaper they
criticize us for siding with a hand
ful of backward workers who ran them
off from a mass gathering because
they were selling "communist liter
ature". We did not strugglp against
these incorrect ideas, but in fact
united with the workers in throwing '
out the W O . We incorrectly denied
that we did this at a public forum
m Los Angeles and we were wrong m
doing so without a thorough investi
gation of the facts. This action
does not characterize our work during
the strike, but m fact stands out
as an exception (We did not do this
m other occasions, for instance.)
That however, does not excuse the
error In fact it was our policy to
oppose the distribution of the W O
leaflets because THEY HAD DONE AB
SOLUTELY NO WORK DURING THE STRIKE.
This too is incorrect, they must
chiefly be exposed on their linel
This was not, however, how it was
explained to the workers and as a
result we tailed the red-baiters.
The error flows from an erroneous
view on the part of our cadre on
how to fight opportunism. The cadre
was aware of our view that W O is a
right opportunist organization, and
believed that his actions constituted
"fighting opportunism" The blame
must fall on leadership as leader
ship is responsible both for the po
litical clarity of its cadres and
their TRAINING m fighting oppor
tunism, as well as how to deal with
situations like the one described
above.
SUMMARY

working class, Chicano and student
movements to help us obtain our
right to our recorded struggle (Film).
We appeal to you to put pressure on
the RU (RCP) in your local area and
to get other people involved to ex
pose this wrong and to demand a res
ponse from the RU (RCP) leaders to
our two demands.
It is bad enough that we as a na
tional minority have been exploited
and deceived by the boss and poli
ticians. But it is even worse when
it is done to us' by people who call
themselves REVOLUTIONARIES.

Comrades, we think that the Molder's strike holds important lessons
for party building and for our revo
lution. It has shown us m practice
the importance of an understanding
of the national question for our
work— It. has shown us that the train
ing of party cadres is a complex and
protracted task -- a key aspect of
party building. It has taught us
important lessons m the struggle
against opportunism, and against our
own right and "left" errors. Finally,
it helped to show the truth and cor
rectness of our general line, as
well as to bring out the weaknesses
in that line.

