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Imperialists Aim to Stop Revolution

As we go to press, reports on the cur
rent situation in El Salvador are still
very sketchy and there will undoubtedly
be many new developments in the com
ing days. In the next issue of the
Revolutionary Worker we will have a
more thorough article.

On Monday, October 15, El Salvador
president Carlos Humberto Romero
was deposed by a military coup d'etat
led by two army colonels—Col. Jaime
Abdul Gutierrez and Col. Adolfo Ar-

noldo Majano. He flew out of the
country in a Guatemalan air force

plane, reportedly on his way to Miami.
For some time it had become more

and more clear that Romero, a
U.S.-backed dictator, was a major
stumbling block in the strategy of
"democratic opening" that the U.S.
government has used to try to defuse

Mao Defendants' Court Appearance Results:

Major Battle Shapes Up
For Nov. Hearings

the time bomb of mass revolutionary
struggle in El Salvador. (See RW #20
"Will El Salvador Be Next?").
The U.S. has summed up the pro

blems they had in Iran and Nicaragua
with backing thoroughly isolated
leaders like Romero and are desperately
trying to take steps to rectify the situa
tion. A key part of this strategy in El
Salvador Is to hold new presidential
elections in March, 1980 in an attempt
to promote the illusion that real change
is possible through peaceful electoral
reform—the ballot, not the bullet—and
win over certain sections of the popula
tion to backing a pro-U.S. government.
Romero had to go because he was

thoroughly hated and exposed to the
masses of people in El Salvador. He
was growing more and more isolated
every day even from sections of the
population that could potentially be
won to support a U.S.-backed ruler in
the country. Romero was opposed to
the U.S. plan for new presidential elec
tions in -1980 and it's not hard to see

why, since any election with any
pretense to "democracy" at all would
result in his ouster. A farce similar to
his elections in 1977 would not be

politically feasible this time. That elec
tion had come through wholesale fraud
which included the counting of mail
ballots from peasants who had been
dead for years. It was Romero who
commanded the army troops who open
ed fire on a demonstration protesting
the election, killing over 200 people.
One of the first actions of the leaders

Continued on page 16

Wednesday, October 17th was to
have been a "routine" status hearing in
the case of Bob Avakian and the 16
other Mao Tsetung defendants. It was
not. While the railroad is still moving,
at least the sound of grinding gears
could be heard coming from courtroom
No. 6 in the superior courthouse in
Washington DC. When the one hour
hearing was finished, a new trial date
was set—February 4th, 1980. But of
more short run significance, a major
hearing to deal with the key defense
motion to dismiss all the indictments,
has been set for November 19th of this
year. Nov. 19 now becomes the next
major round in the legal arena in the
fight to entirely derail this railroad and
free all 17 defendants.
This defense victory in winning a new

trial date and setting this crucial pre-
trial hiring were the culmination of a
tit-for-tat legal battle that had gone on
in the preceding weeks. During this
period, defense attorneys had filed still
more legal documents, firing still more
political and legal ammunition at the
government's position that this is a
routine "criminal" trial. In the final
days before the status hearing, the
government came out for the first time
openly revealing that their case has all
along been entirely on a political foun
dation, and that its main target is and
always has been Bob Avakian. In a pre-
trial government statement, they said:
"The government's theory is that
Avakian's speech [at a press conference
four days before the demonstration]
and the activity and statement at the
church are admissable against all of the
defendants because they were in fur
therance of a joint enterprise in which
all defendants were involved." This is

Criminal subpoena to Jimmy Carter from the
Mao Tsetung Defendants. Others were served

on the heads of the State Department, FBI, Se
cret Service and other government officials.
They demanded files, tapes and other mater

ial proving surveillance and plotting by
the government against the

RCP and the January
JtBih demonstratlorm

Nov. ISth Rally in D.C. see page 14


