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international Workers Day. Some pco-
ple who knew no language but English,
and without leaflets, just broke into
song—the fneernationale, anthem of
the international working class—and
workers bought buttons, with a few
short words like ““This is good. . .right
.. .international working class.”

There were wide gaps in sales, with.a
few peopie selling 30 or more buttons in
an hour on a transit (rain, and almost
the same number of Revolutionary
Worker newspapers, while other peo-
ple, in almost identical conditions, sold
anc or 1wo. It was a matter of line.

Where Bob Avakian'’s namc or pic-
ture was brought out in some places, il
sharpened up the revolutionary stakes
involved in Button Day, and sales shot
up. In one place, a banner with his pic-
wire went up and intensc. discussion
broke out about his case and the mean-
ing of this action.

in some places, this was complctely
ar largely liguidated—substituting in-
dead some much more narrow and
flon-revolutionary ‘‘concern.’” In Battle
Creck, Michigan, where there had been
a sharp confrontation between cops and
the Black community and May Day was
becoming known and embraced, Bul-
ipn Day organizers got up a picket line
at the police station on the 27th and the
rap that was given did not even mention
Bobh Avakian or urge people to buy bui-
s,

These were not ‘‘accidents” in the
main, but the products of a political
line—a non-revolutionary political line
that is ducking out and even jumping
put in the face of the revolutionary
potential for May Ist.

In area after area across the country,
sharp struggle with the enemy is bring-
ing forward the advanced, revolu-
tionary comrades within the Party and
the new advanced among the masses Lo
do battle against theé bourgeoisie, right
over thewheads of the backward if
necessdry. Those that have begun 1o

. come forward have Sensed that there
are«hiose in the Party who grasp and
upheld Chairman Bob Avakian’s
revalutionary line, including on May
Day,vand that thére are those who do
nol. These masses are correct in- what

. they setise. :

ThigfParty is not geing to allow the
backward to suffocate the force of the
adyameed coming - forward. It is high

210 pull out all stops and ride over
Ihc‘!;{'M[ and sabotage cluttering the
path: The réglutionary line is there (o
grasp; the peint 1§ to grasp and not run
away from it. - :
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The Revolution is Being
Baitled Out Now

The heart of the revolutionary line
and policy on May Day is clear. May
Day is a major step in revolution, here
and around the world. Revolution docs
a0t come out of nowhere. What we do
ioday can be crucial. Lenin put it this
way: ““The revolution itself must not by
any means be regarded as a single act
.. .but as a series of more or less powcer-
ful outbreaks rapidly alternating with
periods of more or less intense calm.”
As Bob Avakian put it in his New
Year's article in the RW, “The work we
do now, the battles, especially the ma-
for political battles, we wage now can
be crucial not only at hitting back,
politically, at the enemy, and not simp-
ly as general preparation, but beyond
that perhaps in deciding the outcome
whenever the conditions for revolution
do ripen. ... This emphasizes, again,
that all we are doing now is or must be,
precisely preparation for when the con-
ditions do ripen and that (in line with
the statement by Lenin referred to just
above) our actions are, in another

“sense, a parl, a very important part, of
the whole process of revolution and
have a greal deal to do with victory or
defeat when there is a qualitative leap in
the situation.”

This is why May Ist is crucial. It is a
political action, but it is like a major

Continued on page 20
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Button Day

Continued from page 19

early campaign in a liberation war.
There is no ‘“back to normal’’ possible.
May Ist will make a real difference.
Once most people from the basic
masses really see this, they embrace
May Day all the more firmly. But some

.people, a handful, even if they become

puffed up for a time, understand this
very well and are driven to wildly op-
pose May Day.

That is why one question that is
before us now is, whose Party is this? Is
this the Party of the revolutionary pro-
letariat, or is it a resting place for those
who feel they have something to save—
some stake in keeping this section of the
masses down? Today these two forces
are struggling,

This is not a matter of some people’s
intentions, but of political line. It shows
itself in a hundred ways, and did so in
the struggle for Button Day. In one case
in Atlanta, for example, a student call-
ed the May Day Committee to say that
she had heard of Button Day, wanted to
buy a button for herself, and that her
friends wanted some too, but they
wouldn’t e able to afford them until
Friday. The organizer, dragged back by
the influence of a non-revolutionary
political line, said only “OK—get it
together on Friday. Fortunately,
another revolutionary heard of this and
visited the woman, who took 25 buttons
immediately on consignment to be paid
back at the end of the week.

An even more stark example of this
line struggle and the influence it can
have on holding back the masses was in
Youngstown, where the May Day
Brigade has become a major social
guestion. A May Day march was
scheduled there for this Monday, but
someone thought that not that many
buttons would be sold. With the first
hours, with much marching yet to go,
all these buttons were sold, with march-
ers taking the buttons off their shirts to
sell, 55 were sold, none were left.
Potential revolutionary hands were left
empty, allowed to drift away because of
this gross underestimation of the peo-
ple. Some of this was recouped later in
the week as 115 buttons were sold there
by Thursday. As it came out on Button
Day, some people occasionally do mili-
tant actions and assume no one will
come forward. According to this view,
the revolutionaries are just—at best—
lonely examples. These people don’t
believe there are many others who not
only hate the system, but want—even
demand—to be involved in political

struggle against it. Button Day showed

once again that this is so.
A Class-Conscious Section

The revolutionary line of our Party,
the one that provided the key to May
Day, recognizes that there is an ad-
vanced section of workers out there that
needs to be welded into a revolutionary
force. These workers, as Lenin once put
it, have their own ‘‘interests and re-
quirements.”” It is not the task of
revolutionaries to provide them with
some hatred which they supposedly lack
—as if there were some empty
wilderness out there, They do not lack
this at-all. It is. the task. of revolu-
tionaries to fulfill their “‘interests and

- requirements’’—to provide them with

the ability to act, to go over from in-
dividual hatred for the system into an
organized force, to sharpen their hatred
with scientific, revolutionary under-
standing, and clearly aim 1t at the
enemy.

.One example of this took place on a
public transit car in Chicago, where a
Mav Day organizer began agitating
against the red, white and blue bloody
rag of the imperialist rulers of this
country. At that point, up jumped a
le: ting backward fool, and one or two
otlliors, and they began singing “God
Bicss America.”” Few could even belicve
it. Some youth.in the back of the car
started lau_ghmg at these p'tlrlOllL dogs.
One woman in the car jumpcd up
herself and gave the finger right in the
fools’ singing faces.

Here indeed was a section of people
that had some real ‘‘interests and re-
quucmcms '_to be welded into a real
force against 1I] this. But unfortunately

this was not grasped cléarly. Instead of
turning to these advanced forces, mak-
ing clear how before them was the op-
portunity and necessity to really take on
all this backwardness of the system that
they hated, the opportunity was lost,
and one or two buttons at most were
sold. ‘

These questions and even sharper
ones were the ones being battled out in
one way or another during the week of
Button Day. The fact they were only
beginning to get clearly identified and
that the backward held sway to no small

degree held Button Day back to 10,000.

Some people were getting clearer and
clearer on the revolutionary line, and
others were opposing it. There are even
those in the Party who—in theory or
practice or both—believe May 1st itself
to be ‘‘idealistic,’’ ‘““unrealistic’’ and all
sorts of other nonsense. This view,
which they applied to Button Day, will

.not hold sway. It will be challenged.

The revolutionaries in the Party, and
those who are coming forward, are
clearer than ever that such people, if
left to their ways, would seek to under-
mine May Day—by sabotaging it or
simply by “‘going through the motions’’
—and then jumping out later with ‘I
told you so.”’ These revolutionaries are
firm that this will not be allowed, and

that it is time, and past time, to deflate

this puffed-up line.
Why This Struggle Now?

It is no surprise that this struggle
would erupt now. The fact that it has is
not just a matter of a few ideas that
suddenly popped up in some people’s
heads, or that they just ‘‘hate May
Day.” There are reasons why this is so.
This struggle is rooted in the objective
conditions that exist today in this coun-
try and the world, and the questions

‘that are posed by that. America—once

on top of the world capitalist dung heap

* —is truly in decline. Some feel they
- have some stake in it, and wish to cling

on to what will soon surely be a corpse
in history’s bone yard. Others, for
whom life has been intolerable and is
becoming more so, now see that they
have no stake at all in this system, no

“‘safe haven’’ in store, and they long

for the-coming opportunity to end this
madness called American society.

These two roads are clashing in socie-
ty, and—because of this—are sure to
clash inside the revolutionary ranks.
Just as the reactionary road is
historically doomed in society, so too
the Revolutionary Communist Party is
firm and clear that it will flop inside its
own ranks too, drowned out by the
surging tide of those who are deter-
mined to see May lst be a major step
toward revolution here.

We are not playing a “‘game’’ or call-
ing a calm “‘protest’’—politely begging

about our conditions—we are holding -

International Workers Day. Gone must
be.all remnants of ‘“‘fail safe’’ think-
ing—holding back “‘so as not to lose so
much.”’ Instead, our orientation is thal
spelled out recently by the Chairman:
““If you’'re afraid of losing what you’ve
got—and this goes for state power (00
—then how can you be a revolution-
ary.”’ This Party is prepared to risk a
lot to win a lot. We will not emerge on
the other side of May Ist with every
aspect of the Party intact as it is now.

One of the new forces that we know
of who came forward to be on the May
Day Brigades came forward with the
belief that ‘‘we will make revolution on
May Ist.”’ This, of course, is not what
we are out to do, and our task now is
not to aim to mobilize the sizeable sec-
tion of the class that will be necessary to
do that. But the basic spirit and attitude
of that new person is infinitely
preferable to the ‘‘we won’t really do
it’’ sentiment—spoken or unspoken—
that lurks in the corners. The role of
revolutionary science is then to temper
and sharpen this basic spirit—not (o
douse it.

In the four weeks that remain unti
May Day, our orientation is the one set
out back in the original May Day
Manifesto “We must come from
behind, catch up to the gathering
momentum and march to the head of it,
enabling the revolutionary movement
and the conscious understanding of
millions of people to take a leap for-
ward, to" keep pace with the rapidly
changing times. And we mus( do this

- ']

now, for if we do not we may very well
miss the tremendous possnbllmes that
lie ahead.”’

One result of Button Day is that
many more people much more con-

.sciousty share that orientation. Revolu-

tionary masses, it is true, face many dif-
ficulties. But it is their Party andetheir
future. And what they have going for
them—even more today—is that they
dare to think "and do, they dare to
dauntlessly go forward, to break with
the old. This is powerful indeed, and
the Party is determmed to lead it for-
ward,

Part of leadmg this forward means
carrying the struggle forward, to deflate
and defeat those who insist on holding
back the tide. A line like this has to be
defeated in a struggle, it cannot be
defeated in practice alone. But even
more important now, it cannot really be
defeated except through practice, and
the struggle for May Ist must go ahead
at a far faster rate. It must not be
dragged back. The basis is there even
more firmly than before to do this.

Red Ii‘lag-——lnterhalinnale

As a major step to May l1st, the Party
and the National May Day Committee
are calling for Thursday, April 24, one
week before May Ist, to be Red Flag-
Internationale Day. This will be a day
when all those who want May Day will
come into action—50,000 red flags will
fly as a declaration and a signal of what
lies a week ahead. It will be a day when
those same people will flex their muscle
—and all rise together at 1:55 P.M. in

the East, 12:55 Central time, 11:55
A.M. Mountain time, 10:55 in the
West, and 7:55 in Hawaii—and join
their voices in defiant singing of the In-
ternationale—the anthem of the inter-
national working class. It will be a day,
and the beginning of a last week, in
which things will begin to rip, when
others—friend and foe alike—really
begin to get the sense that ““these people
are serious!’’ about May Ist; and peo-
ple will let this be known in a thousand
ways.

It will not only be the Party that will
begin making these red flags; garment
workers must begin doing it. Rolls of
cloth will be brought into the plants,
housing projects and schools,  as the
masses themselves take a” hand. This
will really begin ‘to :set the stage for
breaking out on May Ist.

The conditions are there. The Party’s
new Draft Programme and Constitu-
tion is there to help raise the sights of
the revolutionary fighters. This newspa-
per, the Revolutionary- Worker, is com-
ing out every week full of fresh new am-
munition in this May Day struggle
against enemies of all kinds. Button
Day has set off a new stage. There are
four weeks left until May Day. This
means both that the time is urgent, and
yet there is plenty of time if we seize it.
The revolutionary forces are rising and
the forces of backwardness will not be
allowed to take the day. May Ist will
win out.

*“The spring thunder resounds, urg-
ing me to march to the battle field.””

Coming Next Week Special issue of the Revolutionary Worker

Featuring a major statement by Bob Avakian, Chairman
of the Central Committee of the RCP, USA. A personal
statement by Comrade Avakian calling people forward to

May 1st.

We will be making a special effort to’ distribute this next
issue of the newspaper, to sell 75,000 copies of this
issue—up from our new run of 50,000. We call on all
revolutionary-minded people, all who value Chairman
Avakian’s revolutionary leadership, to join in this special

distribution effort.

Chinese Edition

Subscribe Now! _
One Year (Chinese edition): $12

Introductory Special:

(both Chinese and English edmons)

One Year: $16

Available through:
Everybody’s Bookstore,
17 Brenham PI.,
of

Revolution Books, -

San Francisco, CA 94108

16 E. 18th 5t., New York, NY 10003

Bulk Rates Available
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Enclosedis $ - for . subscription(s), . Chinese only;:.
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Holy Water

Continued from page 12

The new Zimbabwean: Minister of
Labor took to the radio to tell everyone
to go back to work. In effect he argued
that they should not try to take matters
into their own hands, that their leaders
would make things better for them in
due time and that the main thing now
was (o keep the economy running—the
white settler-controlled economy.
Mugabe himself has made a guiding
principle of his new government the
least possible disruption of the white
settler and imperialist interests, promis-
ing gradual change sometime off in the
future. There will certainly have to be
some changes. Everyone, including the
British and the U.S., realize that. The
people will not long tolerate living in
the old way. In his effarts to deal with

these demands, without breaking the

economic power or expropriating the
vast holdings of the imperialists (65%
of Rhodesian industry, with the bulk of
the rest held by white settlers), Mugabe
will ““have some help from friends,”’
reports Newsweek. ‘*“The U.S., Britain
and other western governments in-
dicated willingness to help with such
priority items as- public health and
agricutural development.”” You might
even say that the imperialists are eager
and anxious to get their hands decper
into Zimbabwe, this time under the
guise of aiding the people and their new
government. And the Soviet im-
perialists are right there also, using
whatever leverage they have through
the liberation organizations.

Workers Viewpoint has cooked up a
raggedy ““Marxist’’> thcoretlical
justification for Mugabe’s conciliation
and capitulation with the white setiler
military forces and political and
egconomic structure. ‘‘Chairman Mao
himself entered three united fronts dur-
ing the Chinese national liberation
struggle,”” they argue. ‘*Mao contin-
uously emphasized the need for and the
relationship between the three magic
weapons: the communist party, armed
struggle and the united front."” They
might also add that Mao himself warn-
¢d against the reactionaries who would

_use his words to defeat what he stood

for.

¥es, Mao put forward the necessity
of entering united fronts in the struggle
against imperialism, a united front of
the working class and the masses of
people with those forces who objective-
ly opposed imperialist domination. As
he said in On New Democracy, **No
matter what classes, parties or in-
dividuals in an oppressed nation join
the revolution, and no matter whether
they themselves arc conscious of the
point and understand it, so long as they
oppose imperialism, their revolution
becomes part of the proletarian socialist
world revolution, and they become its
allies.”” :

But what argument is the Workers
Viewpoint making? That by uniting
with the military leader of the
imperialist-backed white settler regime
in Rhodesia, ZANU is enterinyg an anti-
imperialist united front? That by tem
porizing and conciliating with the im-
perialists themselves, Mugabe has
entered a united front with the im-
perialists and their lackeys against im-
perialism? Come on! In their efforts to
justify ZANU's settlement with the im-
perialists and white settlers by raising
the ““three magic weapons,” Workers
Viewpoint manages only to slice up its
own arguments.

Objectively, Mugabe and the top lea-
dership of ZANU, along with Joshpa
Nkomo and ZAPU, represcnt an aspir-
ing national bourgeoisic. The class
forces they represent are able, up to a
point, to play an ohjccni_vely anti-
imperialist role, as they did in the long
guerrilla struggle against Smith and the
British. But they are not able o carry
this struggle through to completion or
victory. They do not see the power _ot
the masses united in struggle as prin-
cipal. Rather, they see themselves as
“caviors'’ of the masses. And natural-
ly, they believe that once they them-
selves arc in power, or sharc powcr,
then the intercsts of the masses will be
served. History has time and again
debunked this. In fact; once they are in
powcr, or in this cas¢, to get inlo

power, they rely not on the masses of
people, but on wheeling and dealing
with the imperialists, what Workers
_Vf‘ewpuin{ calls “‘outmaneuvering’’ the
imperialists. But in the realm of the
wh?e_ling and dealing of bourgeois
politics, the Mugabes are late-comers
and outclassed. They use the struggle of
the masses as leverage for their own ad-
vancement and end up dragging the
country into neo-colonialism.

Underlying Workers Viewpoint’s
distortion of the reality of develop-
ments in Zimbabwe today is their own
thinly disguised embrace of the *‘3
worlds™ theory, made an international
“‘strategic concept” by the Chinese revi-
sionists after Mao’s death. This
“theory’” is not based on advancing the
interests of world revolution, but is bas-
ed on sacrificing support for revolu--
tionary struggles with the justification
of uniting countries against the “main
danger’” of the Soviet Union. Because
the “‘three worlds™ strategy of the
Chinese is a recipe for capitulation, it
has found ardent supporters in many
countries throughout the world among
those self-styled ‘*“Marxists’’ anxious (o
grab hold of any justification for
capitulatling to their own bourgeoisie.
They have found this “‘theory’ a handy
Justification for ignoring and in fact op-
posing the genuine struggles for na-
tional liberation in the countries of
Asia, Africa and Latin America, or for
jumping in to say right on, right on,
you’ve won, you've won, stop fighting,
when the U.S. imperialists or their allies
find a way to temporarily cool lhings
out.

This same capitulation to U.S. im-
perialism is seen in the Workers’ View-
point (and CPML, and the rest)
analysis of developments ir Iran. While
protesting that U.S. imperialism - re-
mains the main enemy of the Iranian
people, Workers' Viewpoint argues that
the Iranians should drop their demand
for the return of the Shah and conciliate
with the U.S. because *‘the Soviet inva-
sion. (of Afghanistan) changed the
balance of forces facing the Iranian
people,’’ and they go on to argue that
the Iranian people cannot and should
not ‘“take on both superpowers at the
same time.” (i.c. take on the Soviets,
not the U.S.) ;

In defending Iranian president Bani-
Sadr’s attempts to conciliate with the
U.S. (efforts alrcady challenged and
rebuffed on several occasians by the
militant students and revolutionaries)
constructs the same dream world argu-
ment that they have with Mugabe and-
ZANU in Zimbabwe: Since victory has
already been won against U.S. im-
perialism, any dcals 'or compromises
made with these imperialists arce just
fine, particularly if it clears the decks
for opposing the Soviets. It's no coin-
cidence that these are (he same
arguments made by the U.S. im-
perialists themsclves. As it is for the
Chinese, this three world’s theory is
nothing more than a raggedy excuse lor
colluding and capitulating (o U.S. im-
perialism, The people of the ““third
world’' must unite with the pcople of
western Europe and Japan (who must
in turn unite with their own capitalists)
and the unite with the U.S. imperialists
to take on the Soviels.

In the end, Woarkers Viewpoint is
reduced to the pathctic argument that
“even if a right-wing coup comes, who
speaks for Zimbabwe is settled. Now
with even more legitimacy and authori-
ty, ZANU has the right to organizc the
resources of the government and of the
country.” With the settlement, ZANU
has been able to “‘gain worldwide and
domestic legitimacy and support for
their military fight’’ (which, of course,
they have abandoned). But in whose
eyes arc they supposedly seceking
legitimacy? ZANU always claimed, and
rightly so, that they had legitimacy in
the eyes of the masses of Zimbabwean
people, a legitimacy gained in seven
years of armed struggle against the
Smith regime. They certainly had
legitimacy in the eyces of revolutionaries
and other progressive pcople who sup-
port the liberation of Zimbabwe from
minority rule and imperialist domina-
tion. What Workers Viewpoin! mcans
is now they havé legitimacy in the eyes
of the imperialists and in “diplomatic
circles.”” But that legitimacy came not
because of the clection wvictory, but
because they -agreed te  play ball.
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Presumably Workers Viewpoint would
have also argued that the people of
China, led by Mao and the Chinese
Communist Party, -should not have
driven Chiang Kai-shek and the
Kuomintang off the mainland, but
entered into a coalition government
with them in 1949 so that they could
have had legitimacy in the eyes of the
imperialists.

The principal aspect of Workers
Viewpoint’s defense of Mugabe and
ZANU’s capitulation is their own will-
ingness to conciliate with and cover for
U.S. imperialism. But there is also a
secondary, and no less disgusting,
aspect of their antics: their own efforts
to gain ‘‘legitimacy’ by trying to
capitalize on the spontaneous sentiments
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There are thousands of brothers and |
sisters behind bars who have refused
to be beaten down and corrupted in the
dungeons of the capitalist class; who
thirst for and need the Revolutionary

Worker.

This weapon of revolution continues

to pass through the hands of many
times the number of prisoners who
subscribe to It at present. These pri-

soners are fast becoming a part of the

Revolutionary Worker Network Con-

spiracy behind the prison walls—grow-

ing numbers of prisoners who are

writing to us requesting subscriptions

to the Revolutionary Worker.

If you are planning a subscription to
the Revolutionary Worker for yourself
or a friend, donate the cost of a second
one-year subscription to a prisoner and

receive an 8-page supplement - “The
Thunder. . . and the Storm Begins,”

featuring scenes of the February insur-

rection in Iran that swept the Shah
from his Peacock Throne.

$12 for a one-year subscription
Make checks payable to
RCP Publications

Send to:
Revolutionary Worker

Prisoner Subs P.O. Box 3486,
Chicago, IL 60654
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among many Black people in the U.S. tor
continued support for ZANU, and by
playing up to reformist and reactionary

Black nationalists who don’t real-

ly care if a government or party or in-
dividual is anti-imperialist, only that
they be black and in power. Hence their
silly and sad attempts to paint the RCP
as racist for daring to criticize black

leaders and organization in Zimbabwe.

These games they play only emphasize

the fact that they really do not give a
damn whether the people of Zimbabwe
are in the process of winning genuine
liberation from imperialism and the
white Rhodesian reactionaries or not.
Once again, the Workers Viewpoini,
like their fellow revisionists. and
pseudo-revolutionaries, have gone out
of their way to disorient and disarm the
masses. No wonder they liké Mugabe so
much. [l
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In last week’s issue of the RW, the article on page 4 reporting on the interna-
tional meeting in Paris to support the struggle to keep Bob Avqklap and thv; Mao
Defendants free contained incorrect names of two of the organizations that
helped organize the meeting or sent messages. One is a group.in France, the
Mearxist-Leninist Communis! Organization Proletarian Way, and the other-is a -

Marxist-Leninist organization in Tunisia, Eck-Choola.
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Continued from page 14

so transformed the character of that struggle.

Today, as analyzed, there are real reasons that the
U.S. working class is mainly a sleeping giant. The
backward elements put a lot of pressure on the more
advanced. For many in the working class there has
not been the experience of sustained and militant
political struggle like that which others went through
in the 1960s, and there are still some crumbs to grab
hold of and protect, some straws to grasp at. This,
however, is not the total picture, even today. There
are tens, even hundreds of thousands right now,
within the working class, whe not only wish for a
drastic change in their lives but are convinced that
this system has got to go; .tens, hundreds of
thousands who are open to the idea of revolution
and who can be welded into a potent force which
can activate the rest of the working class as the con-
ditions ripen and can influence untold masses
beyond their numbers. This is not the same working
class of the 1950s. It contains significant elements
with broader experiences: Vietnam veterans whose
eyes were opened by a war of plunder, those among
the youth who rebelled against the system, women
who have arisen against their restrictéd and oppress-
ed condition, and most of all large numbers of
revolutionary-minded people from -among the op-
pressed nationalities.

The ingredients of a mass movement in this coun-
try are these stirrings in the working class, the other
movements and struggles which are like tributaries
into the working class, and the convulsions that will
rock this system with the aggravation of the
economic crisis and the moves towards war. There is
something else. That is the existence of a revolu-
tionary vanguard, of a party which is armed with a
correct understanding of the international and
domestic situation and where developments are
heading, which is capable of summing up the ex-
periences of the masses and organizing and leading
the armed onslaught against the bourgeoisie. A party
cannot create a revolutionary situation; yet prepar-
ing for and utilizing the opportunities presented by
such a situation requires this political leadership.
When the contradictions accumulating reach such-a

point, then even the most minor flare-ups form part
- of a larger struggle. They take on an added

significance when the system is vulnerable to a fron-
tal assault, and because of this, and in conjunction
with the leadership of the working class’s vanguard,
many such struggles will go over to the political
realm —this is what happened in Iran among the oil
workers.

But it would be wrong-and naive to suppose that
there will be a‘smooth development of things such
that the working class and its vanguard will neatly
gather the strength to take on the bourgeoisie-as
everything else falls in place. As the authority of the

bourgeoisie breaks down, powerful forces will be
unleashed throughout society. Uprisings and tor-
rents of resistance involving different sections of the
population and with dynamics of their own will be
more the order of the day. Movements and struggles
concentrated, perhaps, among some of the oppress-
ed nationalities or in various regions of the country
and in which other organized forces, with programs
of their own, command the respect and allegiance of
substantial numbers of people, will, ne doubt, arise.

Under these complicated conditions the working

class and its vanguard must seek a basis of unity with
such forces while maintaining its independence and
without ceasing to fight resolutely for leadership in
the overall struggl»e and without compromising the
basic interests of the masses.

The decisive question for the future is whether the
working class can raise its head above the petty and
mundane and grasp its historic. role. That there will
be turmoil in society is undeniable; where it will go
depends in large measure on the capacity of the
working class to take independent action in the
broadest interests of society, that is, revolutionary
action. The dialectic that has been etched out here is
that already the conditions faced by people along
with the social and political strains in society have
sparked struggle and raised big questions in people’s
minds. Yet, what has been experienced is nothing

. compared with what lies ahead; war and a more

cataclysmic decline in the economy. Is the situation,
then, one of a waiting game? No, because the actions
of the advanced sections of the working class can
act as a lightning rod, as it were, to the rest of the
working class and point the way forward to the
diverse strata whose rumblings can be felt. The ac-
tions and stand taken by the advanced will right now
call into question and sharpen the struggle within
the ranks of the working class around the illusions

and, yes, the rot and reaction which some still cling_

to. The class-conscious minority can accelerate— un-
der the leadership of the Party—the tempo of
development which will see millions awaken and
thirst for change when a sharp and sudden turn in
daily existence takes place. To go into: the
maelstrom of controversy and emotion around lran,
for example, to uphold the revolutionary interests of
the international working class in support of that
struggle, is not only to help make it possible for
those who are confused and misled to break with

such reaction and unleash those whom the ruling -

class would want to intimidate and demoralize, but
to temper and train the advanced for a time when
society will be rent by far more intense social con-
fllct-and even then the majority may anmally be
“on the wrong side.”

The possibility of revolution in the United States
cannot-be ascertained from'the existing level of
struggle in this country—or the existing objective
situation. It is based on what is’ developing
throughout the world. The fragility of the imperialist
bloc headed up by the United States and the extraor-
dinary attempts to induce a war hysteria are an

economic and political barometer of the objective

~ weakness of the rulmg, class; it is far from being

down and out, but it is extremely desperate. There
are seeds of the future in the current battles of the

~working class and other sections of the people: more

important is what the future holds in store and how
to prepare through these battles for it.

The particular position of U.S. imperialism in the
world, a source of unprecedented strength in the
past, is now, in dialectical relation, pressing in on it.
Here in the United States we are dealing with the
prospect of mass unemployment, the possibility of
territory being ““seized” by the “enemy,” of the ter-
ror of war and the ruling class which must resort to
vastly repressive means here at home to prosecute it.
The ruling class must take a different road with
respect to the masses than what it has taken in the
post-war period and ‘even since the downturn of
1974-75. All those things which were ' taken for
granted, that there would be gas at a pump, that
schools would be open to send children to— they are

“not so certain any more, and so'there are riots and

near-riots over such things as the gas shortage. The
spreading insecurity of life, the bottom falling out
for millions, with a shutdown here, a credit squeeze
there, such that there is no longer even a job for
millions (a lousy job, but a job nonetheless, and
maybe a Superbowl as entertainment); the disloca-
tions of war—all this will wrench people’s lives and
intensify the disorder in society. Right here in the
United States. The ruling class has on more than one
occasion referred to the cities with their huge con-
centrations of poor as “time -bombs” ready to go off;
not a few officials have worried just about what
would happen if for some reason welfare checks
were cut off. The same ruling class bent every effort
to beat back and 'smooth over the contagion of
anger among the more strategic sections of the in-
dustrial proletariat in 1974-75. They have expressed
great concern over the response of the youth to the
draft and the influence of Vietnam-era veterans.

The United States may well turn out to be a place
where the chain snaps in the coming conflagration,
given the accumulation of all these contradictions.
Whether it actually turns out to be the case or not, it
is this possibility which the class-conscious section
of the working class and revolutionary fighters must
prepare for. It is to prepare to scale the heights of
history.
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do with armed working class revolu-
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Continued from page 3

the Mexican workers who had just
crossed the border to see if they would
get hired today. In the first streaks of
daylight the silhouette of an airplane
could be seen swoopmg low, looking_
for “‘illegals’”. Sitting on the side of the
road, like a pale green snake, was the
Migra van awaiting orders. As we spoke
with them we found a deep hatred for
U.S. .imperialism among most of the
workers in the parking lot. There were

some who actually believed that the

U.S. assisted Mexico by being in their
country, or others who sought explana-
tions for all the misery by looking up to
heaven—but they were in the minority.
As we talked about the plans for
demonstrations for Thursday, May lIst,
Revolutionary May Day, the workers
began to gather around and listen in-
tently. ““It would inspire us and give the
Mexican people hope to make revolu-
tion if you did it in the U.S.,” said the
van driver. ‘‘Even if you were unsuc-
cessful it would inspire us to rise up,”
he added as 12 other heads nodded
agreement. The question on many
workers’ minds -as the conversations
continued was, how would they get up
to Los Angeles, 120 miles away, to join
the May 1st march? These workers like
many others we talked to were very
heartened and also shocked to find
revolutionary communists inside the
U.S. But there was somethmg else
behind their desire to march in the
demonstrations on Thursday, May lst.
In Mexico, May Day is “officially’’
celebrated and has been bastardized in-
to something like Labor Day (Dia de
Trabajadores—Day of the Workers).
Its - revolutionary heart has been
ruthlessly gouged out so now the most
" radical demand is for ““more democracy
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for the workers’” (translation: more
voice in the government for the union
leaders). The workers we talked to had
no idea of May Day as a revolutionary
day because in Mexico it is not.” We
talked to a man from Spain who now
lives in Tijuana. His first year in Mex-
ico he said he went into the streets on
May Ist with great anticipation of see-
ing May Day in Mexico. “What I saw
was busloads of workers pulling up and
as they unloaded there was a union of-
ficial taking roll call. If the workers are
ngt there they get fined and suspended
for 5 to 7 days. After the roll call,
whenever the workers get the chance,
they would disappear into the crowd,”’
he told us.

“It is used to cover things up,”
Ramon explained. ‘‘May Ist is taken
advantage of by the government and
union leaders to talk tough. On May
2nd it is all forgotten.”’

““There are big parades and speeches
at the municipal palace. All the unions,
(in Mexico there are 3 main ones spon-
sored by the government), talk about
better salaries and how we have to wait
for things to get better. It is not against
the government and it is not a revolu-
tionary day. It should be,”” ends Raoul.

Primero de Mayo, the First of May,
has been twisted into a very valuable
safety valve for the Mexican ruling class
in channeling the desire for revolution

‘into a reformist, meat and potatoes,

trade-unionist dead end. It is a day that
celebrates wage slavery under the reins
of U.S. imperialism and is promoted by
the politicians and trade union hacks of
Mexico’s bourgeoisie. In fact, the pro-
paganda for the First of May celebra-
tions is sent to all trade unions by the
federal government in Mexico City two

- weeks in advance. It’s a very well or-

chestrated show, or as Raoul put it, ““it’s

_a big parade for better condmons and
_higher wages with a splash of red
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thrown in.”’

But has it always been like that? The
reason that the Mexican government
had to take over May Day and was not
able just to do away with it altogether
has to do with the Mexican people’s
strong tradition of fighting for freedom
and the simmering cauldron of political
dissent that is Mexico today. On
November 11th, 1911, in commemora-
tion of the hanging execution of the 4
Haymarket martyrs, Ricardo Flores
Magon, leader of the Partido Liberal
Mexicano (PLM), gave a speech calling
on the Mexican workers to give up the
idea of peaceful change and begin pick-
ing up the gun. ““Strikes have gone out
of fashion,’’ “‘Long live expropriation,
Long Live the Red Flag. Violence has

‘long been the right of the bourgeoisie.

Violence must become the right of the
oppressed. . . Liberty is not won on
our knees, it is won on our feet. Return-
ing blow for blow, wound for wound,
death for death, humiliation for
humiliation, and punishment for
punishment. Let there be blood flowing
in torrents—that is the price of liber-
ty...”’ And he called on all workers to
hear this message that comes from the
graves of those killed in Haymarket
Square in Chicago.

Magon spoke the language of inter-
nationalism. After he was exiled from
Mexico in 1904 he joined up with the
IWW (Industriall Workers of the
World) in the U.S. and at one point
they joined together to form the Pro-
letarian Army which seized, by force of
arms, Tijuana and Ensenada in Baja,
California. Magon was later jailed by
the U.S. government and murdered by
them in prison.

Today’s May Day in Mexico, with its
fancy Ianguage about class struggle and
with its union leaders talking about
“unity and proletarian emancipation’’

on some of their posters, has nothing to - -

_tion. With its splash of red thrown in to

blind the working class, and with its
union nicknames like, ‘‘Alba Roja’’
(Red Dawn) it is nothing more than
“‘white unions’’ parading beneath the -

crimson flag. Workers have even had -

the Internationale stolen from them and
it is not to be heard at the official May
Day. :
But on this May 1st, workers in Mex-
ico and around the world will be in-
spired and heartened that right in the
belly of the beast there is a section of -
the working class and others who are
raising the red flag for real on May 1st
and preparing for revolution. “If they
know May Day is going on, led by the
RCP,’’ Raoul told us, summing up the
feelings of millions oppressed by the
U.S., ‘‘all over the world, but especially
in Latin America where their chains are
tighter on us, there will be rejmclng 20E]




