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Everywhere the Modern
Overlords Loolc They Must
See the Unmistakable Sights
and Hear the Unmistakable
Sounds of...
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Atlanta—Down,Down,Down
with the Old Order on May 1st
The bodies of two more Black males

crisis and headed toward war draws the

were found last week in Atlanta. Joseph
Bell, 15, was pulled from the waters of

noose of oppression tighter still. Our

South River on Easter Sunday; Michael
Mclntosh was found in the Chattahoo-

chee River one day later. Two in one

week. Two more lives snatched away at

the hands of depraved killers. And what

rulers are trying to bludgeon and ter
rorize the masses of people into submis
sion, not only because this is the legacy
of this country, but especially because

have come to righteously connect the
crimes against Black people in Atlanta
to the crimes of. U.S. imperialism
around the world. There are profound,
revolutionary stirrings. In this situation,
it would be a damn shame to let May l.st
pass, without the masses in Atlanta, ris

of what they fear in the future. The
enemy is viciously lashing out. But their

ing up, red flags in hand, standing

By far more visible is the open fist of
the state. With every murder comes

stepped up repression, stepped up lies
and slander, stepped up preparation for

very

the

shoulder to shoulder with the pro

response from the masses of people to

was found last year, an ear and

these actions, testify to the powerful
revolutionary potential among Black
people, and the vast significance of the
struggle against national oppression in

letariat and oppressed peoples around
the world, declaring their determination
that together we're going to put an end
to this madness once and for all, and
for all niankind. And wouldn't eyes

the revolutionary movement in the U.S.

light up and spirits soar from Brixton to

already met silent deaths when an enor
mous explosion ripped through a day

Beyond the city, and even beyond the

Tehran to El Salvador to Calcutta if

care center in Bowen Homes, an over

U.S., Atlanta invokes hatred, anger,
outrage. Thousands have marched.
Perhaps millions in the U.S. have open

Atlanta broke some heavy chains on
that day.

boiler

Mclntosh

was castra

ted—like others, it is widely believed.
Atlanta has become a testimony to

the whole experience of the masses of
Black people in this country since its

origins. Capitalism, imperialism,
breeds national oppression, concen
trated so sharply now in Atlanta. Im

perialism wracked with international

Atlanta, and

real political power, the killers strike.

barbaric mutilation is evident this time?

that Michael

in

manner impossible without the protec
tion and encouragement of those with

In the case of Angel Taylor, whose body

a lip had been cut off. Now, it is likely

actions

in this city. Behind the scenes, and in a

ly displayed some form of protest, a
ribbon or a patch. Many among these

Lines Drawn

The system is fighting on two fronts

the future on the part of our rulers. At
every turning point in the past months'
history of Atlanta, the lines have been
more sharply drawn. As early as Oc
tober, 1980, ten Black youths had

whelmingly Black housing project. A
had

blown

up—four

Black

children and one teacher were killed. It
was later learned that the boiler's safety
Continued on page 24
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Some Places Where the

Unmistakable Sights & Sounds
of May 1st
Will be
Seen
& Heard

v\daN • pW

,u.

e daN
\0
\t\'

.!p.a\^r»vcV.

ses

\oo^

>e\es-....^eveV

\^os

' .yxe^

\.\>e
\o

A9

\W°'

de^®
,c\i® oM®*
.lYN©

X\^■^

\>e®^
AS^

®^ A Vrve \o
^ c^^ \0t
aa<i,

'ho<^ , wft acea

o^ v'P® ®

_v,oa\

„,<.">'"CVrX''«''"
"
vAaN
\V>®

50,000 RWs on May 1st
Even as proletarians take up many diverse forms of revolutionary
struggle on May 1st, the Revolutionary Worker w\\\ again be the heail
of the matter. The Revolutionary Communist Party is calling on all
those revolutionary elements, fighting with heads up and eyes tq the
future, to assist in meeting the goal of distributing 50,000 copies of
the next issue—the May 1st Revolutionary Worker—on May 1st and
to persist in the week following to push the distribution of the May 1st
issue of the RW well over the 100,000 mark, and find the ways to for
ward ail sales and donation money to the RW.
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Whafs Wrong With Impatience in the
Service of the Intemotionai Proietoriat?
Thefollowing are some further excerptsfrom a tet
ter written by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the RCP, in response to a letter he re

the imperialist system, headed by the U.S. This can be
seen in "Long Live the Victory... when it says that,

It must also become the.military and technical center

of the world revolution." (See AwNo. 90, p. 31)

"General Line Proposal" of the Chinese Communist
Party but also around the line put forward in particu
lar in "Long Live the Victory of People's War," writ
ten by Lin Biao in 1965. In my opinion, the strategic
orientation expressed in that article by Lin Biao was

"The struggles waged by the different peoples against
U.S. imperialism reinforce each other and merge into a
torrential world-wide tide of opposition to U.S. im
perialism
Everything is divisible. And so is this col
ossus of U.S. imperialism. It can be split up and
defeated. The peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin America
and other regions can destroy it piece by piece
Viet
nam is the most convincing current example of a victim
of aggression defeating U.S. imperialism by a people's
war
All revolutionary people will learn to wage peo
ple's war against U.S. imperialism and its
lackeys
U.S. imperialism like a mad bull dashing

also that of Mao himself at that time, at least in basic

from place to place, will finally be burned to ashes in

made many mistakes. Every day he hoped that a Euro

terms—and with its strengths and weaknesses (and

hopefully we have gotten beyond the tendency that

the blazing fires of the people's wars it has provoked by
its own actions." (Peking, Foreign Language Press

pean revolution would arrive, but it did not arrive.
There are many ups and downs and it had still not ar

ceived. For previous excerpts from

Chairman

Avakian's letter see RW Nos. 95 and 96(March 6, 13).
The-comrade's letter is correct, I think, when it says,

in referring to "a tremendous revolutionary upsurge
on a world scale" in the 1960s, that there was "an in
ternational trend" that formed up around not only the

Exactly because it is impossible to make revolution

without reaching for what is impossible (according to
conventional wisdom, even among most communists

at the given time), the leaders of the international pro
letariat have (inevitably, I think) overestirriated- the
possibilities of proletarian revolution—or more

specifically, the possibility of spreading advances in
ternationally—especially during periods of revolu

tionary upsurge. To quote Mao again, once more in

response to revisionist criticism as^the struggle around
the Great Leap Forward came to a head in China (in
1959): "If you want to talk about haste, Marx also

marred the international communist movement for

1966 edition, pp. 56, 58)

rived when he died. It only arrived in Lenin's time.

quite awhile of saying that once someone, like Lin
Biao for example, turned out to be a renegade in the
end, then everything he ever said or did must be

Reading over statements such as these now it seems
fairly clear that they reflect the kind of (general and

Wasn't this a case of impatience? Wasn't this petitbourgeois fanaticism? (XX interjected: 'Lenin said
that conditions were ripe for world revolution, but it

painted as entirely bad and he must never again be
mentioned in the same breath with genuine revolution

that they overestimated and treated somewhat
mechanically the possibility of reproducing

aries and especially genuinely great Marxist-Leninist

throughout the "third world" the experience of the

would fail. When he realized that it was the first prole

leaders like Mao).

Vietnamese people's war of liberation against U.S. im

particular) errors referred to above, and specifically

did not come. *) ...When the Paris Commune rose up

he [Marx] supported it, although he reckoned that it

My point here is not to attempt any kind of

perialism (leaving aside the ultimate betrayal by revi

thorough analysis of the line represented by "Long
Live the Victory of People's War" (though that is
something that should be done as part of a broader

sionists in the commanding positions of the Viet

tarian dictatorship, he thought it would be a good
thing even if it only lasted three months. If we assess it
from an economic point of view, it was not worth

namese party). But what of it? Why is that such a terri

while.

ble thing? In fact to paraphrase Mao(who once wrote

The interjection of XX (whoever that may be) was

and deeper summation of the experience of the inter

that excesses are inevitable in righting a wrong or else

national communist movement in general and of so

also correct: Lenin did think that the world revolution
would advance much farther than it did in the after
math of the October Revolution in Russia, with the

cialist countries in relation to the international struggle

the wrong cannot be righted), if impossible goals are
not struggled for in supporting and promoting revolu

in particular); nor am I going to try here to analyze the

tion, then revolution will not succeed and possible ad

larger question the comrade has raised in this part of

vances will not be made. It is far better to commit such
errors than to miss or even throw away (or still worse

his letter: the relationship between this period of the
1960s, with its tremendous upsurge, especially of na
tional liberation struggles in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, and the development of the current interna

tional conjuncture with its accelerating developments
toward world war and revolution, since that has been

(Schram, p. 146)

latter acting as a spur and catalyst. Unfortunately,
there has been too little(and not too much)of the "im

sabotage, consciously or unconsciously) the oppor

patience" and "petty bourgeois fanaticism" displayed
by Marx, Lenin and Mao (perhaps if there had been

tunity for such revolutionary victories and advances.
To quote Mao directly, in response to criticism of the

even if they did not reach quite as far as the victories

revolutionaries in China during the Great Leap For
ward "for 'craving greatness and success, being impa

envisioned by the great leaders of the international
proletariat at various times).
The importance of all this is precisely that we are

more then much greater gains could have been made,

gone into more fully elsewhere (see, for example, the
recently published excerpts from the Party's latest

tient for quick results, scorning the past and putting
blind faith in the future.' This is just what the pro

once again approaching a historic conjuncture whose

Central Commtiiee meeting \n RW Nos. 98 and 99)

letariat is like! Any class 'craves greatness and

and will be dealt with in depth in America in Decline.
What I do want to touch on briefly here is the charac
terization in the comrade's letter of the line of "Long

success'. Should we rather 'crave pettiness and
failure'?" {Mao Tsetung Unrehearsed, Schram, p.

outcome will affect things on a world scale for decades
to come, actually holding perhaps unprecedented op

Live the Victory...":"at least the current spiral if not

If Mao apparently overestimated what would be
achieved by such national liberation struggles in that
period, he was certainly correct in recognizing them as
the force striking the most powerful blows against the

the world revolution would be resolved by the accumu

lated weight of national liberation struggles."
This basic position (and I think the letter more or less
correctly characterizes it) suffered to a certain degree, in

in particular to attempt to single out on a world scale a
principal enemy at every point (a basic approach which

imperialist system and in insisting—in opposition to
the treachery of the Soviet revisionists especially—that
they must be given full support. And, Mao (in the face
of powerful opposition within China and especially
among the leadership of the Chinese Communist Par
ty) was willing to and did put China on the line as a

was correct and crucial for the victory of the Chinese
revolution but which cannot be applied in the same way

these national liberation struggles in particular. It was

my opinion, from a tendency in Mao's orientation to
mistakenly (or one-sidedly) project the experience of a
revolution like the one in China onto a world scale, and

to the world as a whole). But more specifically, this

position represents getting carried away a bit with the
truly earth-shaking victories being achieved in that
period by national liberation struggles rising up against

portunities for advance, not only in the colonial and
dependent countries, where contradictions are now

1-20)

bastion and base area for the world revolution and

not empty rhetoric, but Mao's determined stand,
straight up against revisionist traitors (inside and out
side China), when he said in 1967 that "China should
not only be the political center of the world revolution.

especially acute and struggle rapidly intensifying, but
also in the imperialist countries themselves, including
the U.S. where the real possibility for proletarian

revolution may well arise for the first time, at least in
many, many years. By daring to reach "beyond our
reach" and by making an all-sided and deep-going
summation of the advances led by those before us who
have also dared to do so, as well as the mistakes and

setbacks, perhaps the international proletariat will be
able, as everything goes up for grabs, to seize crucial
parts of the world and bring about a new great leap
forward in the world revolution toward the goal of
communism. Certainly it is "greatness and success" of
this kind, and not the "pettiness and failure" of
reformism, that we must strive for.
□
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What

Kind ol spring for Cabrini Giaen?

Al Smith had just settled down for a

response to some tenants who demand

uar "Pflbrini'G''®®'' DidfY

quiet evening of watching television
with his two sons and his daughter.
Suddenly .the door to his apartment
flew open and Al found himself looking
down the barrel of a shotgun. ''Every
body freeze!"shouted several police
men. "Get up against the wall and put
your hands over your head!" While one

ed to know the meaning of this crap:

cop kept the shotgun trained on the
family the other three rampaged

—A 65-year-old resident and sponsor
for many years of the only volunteer
teen program in the projects was served
notice because his grandson was charged
with possession of a small amount of
marijuana while on CHA premises.

asses whipped. One Vietnam vet living
in Cabrini told a reporter, "They may

—A mother of six children has re
ceived notice of eviction because two of

have a general on the ground, but the
artillery is in the air."

her children, now living in foster
homes, had had some previous trouble
with the police.

People are growing more outraged
over the state of siege at Cabrini each
day. The more charges that Cabrini has
been turned into a "police state" sur
face from the residents, the harder the
media has worked to paint these people

through the apartment. They dumped
the contents of the dresser drawers on

the floor, threw the mattresses off the

bed and tore up everything. Meanwhile
more cops were called in for reinforce
ments, including a policewoman, whose

job was to humiliate Al's daughter by
thoroughly searching her and even forc

ing her to spread her buttocks. The cops
seized Al's rifle even though he had all

the necessary documents to show it was
legally owned. The pigs ripped an At
lanta ribbon off his chest. Al demanded

to know if the cops had a search war
rant."We don't need one," they laugh
ed.

This gestapo-style raid took place re

cently at Cabrini-Oreen, Chicago's
Near North Side housing project inhab

ited by nearly 15,000 Black people.
Since Cabrini was virtually invaded by
the cops five weeks ago with none other
than Mayor Jane Byrne herself leading
the charge, raids of this kind are just
one of the terror tactics being used to
drive the residents out of Cabrini-

—A woman who has lived in Cabrini

Mayor Jane

.r,ooked out the ri'indow (and)

for 24 years was given notice because a
man whom she says does not live with
her and who is unrelated to her, was ar

rested for being "near a gun" on the
street and gave her address as his resi
dence.

—The mother of a teen-age boy, kill
ed earlier this year, is being evicted

because her son was alleged to associate
with a person on the South Side who is
an alleged gang member there.
At least 100 people have contacted
Tranquility House about their eviction
notices according to attorney Arthur
Rhine, and probably many, many more

mind. •
Green. The place has been turned into
an armed fortress to protect the city's
commander-in-chief from enemy forces
—her neighbors, that is. It is here that

some of the angriest people in Cabrini
can be found. An elaborate security ap
paratus carefully screens all visitors.
They also search even the grocery bags
of women coming in from shopping.
The open-air corridors covered with a

as a handful of "troublemakers" as

prison-like grill, which serve as the

compared to the overwhelming majori
ty who just love the "crime-free" atmo

playgrounds for the little children, are
now off limits. Chicago cops and

sphere.

Byrne's personal security force patrol

The very same day that police lieute
nant Rizzi hailed in a newspaper the

the building constantly, keeping the

have received them. Rhine said that all
five cases in which tenants have de

"new spirit of harmony" between cops
and residents, this rosy picture of the

move. On top of this, there are more
evictions slated for this building than

manded a hearing before the CHA have

the common offense committed by

happy Cabrini natives was punctured
by an angry demonstration of 100 peo
ple, including 20 from Cabrini, right on
Byrne's doorstep. "We've got a police

many of these hundred families is that
they have teen-age sons. And of course,

"We're all scared to lie down and go to

had their notices dropped because of
the totally flimsy charges. It seems that

state here," a Cabrini woman charged.

watchful eye of Big Brother over every
perhaps any other, making it crystal
clear that the real object of Byrne's

highly praised clean-up campaign is to
sweep Black people out of CabriniGreen altogether.
When this same group. Concerned
Citizens of Cabrini, announced their

who could be more "anti-social"—if

sleep because we don't know if the po
lice will come," she said, referring to

his apartment two other times this year,

not downright defiant—toward Jane
Byrne and the capitalist class that

and this is not an uncommon occur

stands behind her? Can anybody still be

in a search-and-destroy type sweep

Byrne decided to take the offensive. On

rence. Shortly after the assault on his

so foolish as to believe that what is go

home Al received a notice of termina

ing on in Cabrini-Green is about "crime

through the vacant apartments. In
many ways this demonstration served as
an icebreaker, forcing some rays of
truth to filter through the media's solid
wail of favorable propaganda concern
ing Byrne's moves against Cabrini. And
since this point ever widening and deep
ening cracks have appeared in the care
fully polished image of the Mayor sur
rounded by an adoring flock of Cabrii i
residents. Even the president of Ja .e
Byrne's building, interviewed on » BS
local news, was emboldened to the
point of publicly condemning the gesta

April 15, three days before the march,
she announced a "gala Easter festival"

Green. Al Smith (not his real name)
said that the cops forced their way into

tion of tenancy for April 30 along with

prevention"? That it has nothing at all

scores of other Cabrini residents.

to do with what is going on to Black
people in Atlanta? Nothing to do with

Since making the highly publicized
announcement that she would tempora

intensified national oppression? No

rily reside in Cabrini-Green, Jane Byrne
has openly advertised her intention to

thing to do with our rulers' desperate
need to keep the oppressed, proletarian

evict 800 families, or 3500 people, from

people in this country "under control"
as they prepare for a world war which

the projects. This constitutes one-

quarter of all Cabrini residents. The re

will not only be immensely destructive,

cent wave of termination notices is

but will" find them immensely weaken

merely the first step iji implementing

ed? Anyone who does see all this can
then also see the urgency and potential
worldwide impact of class-conscious ac
tion on May 1st, 1981 by people from
Cabrini-Green—pushing back this vi
cious oppression, even for a day, and

this vicious plan.

No one knows how many April 30
termination notices have actually been

sent out. The Chicago Housing Author

ity (CHA)refuses to divulge this infor
mation, and the media has virtually
blacked out any news of it. This itself is
a perverse sort of admission of the
weakness of the position of the ruling
class, its fear that the masses will upset
the apple cart. All this is to intention
ally keep people in the dark and in a
state of confusion in order to prevent

resistance to these possible evictions

from growing. While the notice of ter
mination is only the first step in the
eviction process, the CHA is banking
on the fact that many people will be
scared into moving by April 30 for fear

of having all their possessions tossed in
to the street. Residents report that a few

people have moved already exactly for
this reason. While the tenants are legal

ly entitled to a CHA hearing and a jury
trial if they request it, the CHA has a
bag full of tricks which they pull out to
evict thousands of public housing resi
dents every year.

The utterly false and ridiculous char
ges being concocted to throw people out

taking history into their hands.

Byrne is not counting on outright

ple was only too evident. Hundreds of

has acted as an informal headquarters

cops, including a mounted patrol, a
motorcycle brigade, paddy wagons and

for the full-scale assault being perpe

squad cars ringed this supposedly joy

trated against the people of Cabrini-

ous celebration. "I went there to have

cop. They even had cops in clown suits
and dressed up as Easter bunnies fol

sraids and stop-and-frisk harassment.
No identification, curfew violation,

lowing you around," she said. Fun was
not the theme of the day.
As the demonstration of about 30

truancy from school, loitering, disor
derly conduct—all of these catch-all

people showed up on the fringes of the
carnival, the pigs went wild. In a calcu

laws are being used as a dragnet to

lated attack they seized the bullhorn

sweep the youth off the streets and
dump them in the police station. 360
people have been arrested, and untold
thousands stopped and harassed, since
Byrne announced her crackdown on
"gang violence" March 19. Byrne re
cently set aside one million dollars to
deploy an even more massive force by,
you guessed it, May 1st.
But again, even as they heap on tons
of police and repression, what stands
out is not only the viciousness, but even

from a woman leading the march. Then
the cops singled out some of the men
demonstrators, especially leaders, and
four or five of them jumped on one

man, wrestling him to the ground and
pushing his face in the dirt while they
clamped the handcuffs on. This was
quickly done on the edge of the crowd.
As hundreds began to gather the police

quickly stopped arrests and beatings,
and the wagons split with the arrested.
Five men were hauled off. As Revolu

more their underlying weakness. De

business district, the Loop. One notice

tioned in an earlier RW article. Mayor

fanfare the hiring of the former top

pose." According to Tranquility
House, a local community group fight
ing the evictions, this is the CHA's

fear of the authorities in bringing toge
ther this crowd of several thousand peo

paign of repression, search-and-seizure

charges that the tenant "possessed
quantities of firearms" and "conspired

tions is "creating or maintaining a
threat to the health and/or safety of
other tenants with an antisocial pur

going down at Cabrini with a sugary

coating of free jelly beans, free pop,
peanuts and Easter eggs for the children
was dubbed an "Easter Spiritual Festi
val." It was billed as joyous occasion to
bridge the dividing line between the two
main gangs at Cabrini and dispel the
fear of gang-related crime. But the real

out of Cabrini. She has ordered her

threateningly close to Chicago's central

pose." Besides this sort of weapon
charges, the general reason for the evic

to be held exactly at the same time as

the planned demonstration this sicken
ing attempt to cover over the dirty shit

storm troopers to step up their cam

raid, and then quickly retreat. As men

ith others...with an anti-social pur

ing carried out.
Byrne's building at 1160 N. Sedgwick

plans to hold a second demonstration
on April 18 to denounce the evictions,

fun with my kids," said a mother of
four. "But every fourth person was a

centration of Black people located

bourgeoisie is to disperse this high con

po-style illegal searches continually be

evictions alone to clear Black people

spite the fanfare, the swarms of uni
formed police usually stay outside the
buildings. They generally dare invade
only in groups to make some kind of

of Cabrini show just how desperate the

the dawn raid by 150 cops on March 29

tionary Worker agitators entered into
the carnival and exposed the viciousness
of this attack, linking it with the forci
ble eviction 6f the tenants, many youth

stepped forward to take red flags and
hold them high. 100 people pinned red
ribbons on. In response to some back

Byrne recently announced with great

ward who jumped up to attack all this,
a woman from Cabrini stepped forward

general of the Green Berets in Vietnam
to head "public safety" for the Chicago
Housing Authority. Not only is this re
minding people about how the ruling

Anybody still foolish enough to

class sees the masses of Black people as

believe the police in Cabrini Green

the enemy, it has also stirred more than
a fe'i to remember what happened last
time the imperialists sent the Green Be
rets against an enemy. They got their

to do some agitation of her own. "This
is a disgusting cover-up," she said,
have anything to do with combat

ting crime is probably foolish
enough to believe in the Easter
bunny.

•

pointing to the carnival rides and
games. "This is a police state. People
are over here starving and they're giving
us an 'incredible edible egg roll.'

They're trying to give us jejjy beans! 1
Conliniied on page 25
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SPECTRE OF BRIXTON STALKS
IMPERIAL MUMMIES
Though the rebellion by black and

white youth that rocked Brixton, En
gland has been declared by the authori
ties to be officially ended, it is clear that
such outbreaks in Britain are far from
over and that the Shockwaves continue

to reverberate outward from south

- ;,v'

Londoi^ spreading to the "outcast"
strata in other parts of the city and
beyond and causing increasing panic

ai?4irrE

among Britain's rulers and a veritable

tidal wave of concern among the bour
geoisie internationally. The dis
turbances in Brixton have apparently
ebbed, at least for the moment. But as

late as Friday, April 17, nearly a full
week after the rebellion began, CBS
News briefly reported-continuing clash

es in Brixton between youths and po
lice—something which indicates this re
volt was no flash in the pan and reveals a

high degree of political consciousness
on the part of those involved who were

anxious and determined to see it spread.
And if the British bourgeoisie thought
they could rest easy, their sighs of relief
quickly turned to gasps as fresh
upheavals against the police broke out
on Monday, April 20 in what was de

scribed as "the worst night of rioting in
Britain's history."

This time the flashpoint was north
London in an area called Einsbury Park

eight miles from Brbtton. Hundreds of
West Indian youth began pulling up
railings at a fairgrounds, hurling bricks
at the cops, and burning police cars.
Though the cops retaliated with more
than 70 arrests, when they moved in

behind riot shields to disperse the
youths they were, as in Brixton, on the
receiving end of the righteous anger of
the masses. "The police were kicked
and battered," declared one witness.

"They were kicked like sacks along the
toad." Among the eight "coppers"
who ended up in the hospital were two
Scot/and Yard officers in charge of the

police operation, nursing a broken nose
and broken ribs, respectively. Ten miles
away at the fairgrounds on Haling
Common, another 300 black youth

clashed with police. And on England's
coast, crowds of more black youth

fought running battles with the cops in
no less than five coastal resorts, result

ing in 153 arrests in an area ranging
from Southend to the town of Scarsbo-

rough 200 miles north in Yorkshire. So
much for the British magazine The
Economises premature post mortem on
the Brixton rebellion: "This remains

Above—Police cower behind a wall of plastic shields. Below—A similar scene from a different angle.
police stations and saturated British

including the massive police operation

troops with a constant barrage of firebombings as Northern Ireland moved
back toward the brink of open warfare.

of the week before in which 1000 blacks

the British grace, to avert drama, to
defuse anger, to dodge the crunch"!

in support of IRA hunger striker Bobby
Sands, who was recently elected to the

It seems that the British imperialists

British Parliament while in prison and

are neither defusing much anger nor
dodging the crunch too well these days.
Not only are they being shaken by

is demanding recognition of imprisoned
IRA members as political prisoners.

While details of the latest revolts in

arrested. These types of "sweeps" have
been conducted on a regular basis in

When two men were run over and killed

side Britain have been widely suppress

Brixton, all supposedly to combat Brix-

growing revolts within the"home coun
try," but in the "colonies" as well. In

by a British Army jeep during demon

ed by the bourgeois media except for

ton's high crime rate. This one, called

Swamp '81 (it was unclear whether this

Northern Ireland, thousands battled the

strations in Londonderry in commemo
ration of the 1916 "Easter Uprising"

only the briefest mention of more (you

guessed it!) "racial violence," more in

term referred to the large numbers of

British occupiers in the streets of Bel

against British rule, hundreds of youth

formation has come to light on some of

fast and Londonderry for over a week

launched furious hit-and-run attacks on

the real causes of the Brixton rebellion.

police used in the.operation or to their
Conlinued on page 18

were stopped and searched and over 150

mm mm
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New Tape— Now Available

Bob Avaklan Speaks on
May 1st, 1981
A Short Excerpt from the Tape:

Can we in fact get the majority of people to unite for revolution? Yes we can. But we arn't going to get them all
at one time, and more than that we ain't going to wait until we got'em all at one time together before we talk, and

more than talk, before we act together with millions of people to make revolution. I've got a question. What's wrong
with taking power with a minority of people? So long as we're talking about millions and millions and millions, with
the class-conscious proletarians at the head,so long as we're talking about millions and millions of people, what's
wrong with starting with a minority? And then winning over the majority? If you look at the Russian Revolution
vvhen It succeeded in 1917, and if you look at the Chinese Revolution through its more than 20 years of struggle, un
til it finally won nationwide political power in China in 1949, it started out with a minority of people rising up and
seizing power in one form or another. In Russia they seized it first in a few cities and then they went on and took
over the rest of the country, defeating the armed forces of the reactionaries on the battlefield. And in a different

form, but fundamentally the same way, they did the same thing in China. And when it comes down to it, what's
wrong if that's what we do here? What's wrong, if millions of people become pblltlcally conscious and strike when
the objective conditions have become most ripe, establish a revolutionary regime, bring forward their revolutionary
programme—which shows you the Importance of the programme being brought forward now by the vanguard party
In this country, the Revolutionary Communist Party—and on that basis and in the thick of the struggle, win over the
majority of people who hate this system, but who don't believe that it Is possible to have anything better, anything
higher, that it's possible to rid themselves of this daily grind and hell of degradation, but who will come forward

when they see, eventually, not a tiny handful, but millions strong enough to strike the first blows and rise up and
proclaim a new revolutionary regime, actually holding power in parts of the country; what's wrong if we then go for
ward to win over the majority and conquer power and defeat the reactionaries thoroughly throughout the whole
deal?

Now that doesn't mean that now is the time to jump up and try to run out all bad, helter-skelter, and try to do
something which can't be done yet. Now it's hard, it's hard not to become totally Impatient. In fact we should be
Impatient. We shouldn't be tolerant of this system and all the crimes it brings down, not only on us, but on people
throughout the whole world. We shouldn't have an ounce of patience for us or for people throughout the world hav
ing to live under this system, but we've got to have what we might call revolutionary patience and perseverance.

We've got to do the necessary kind of political work; and we've got to prepare ourselves and bring forward millions
of more people, and politically train them and educate them in the course of and in the thick of struggle, In the
course of and in the thick of political activity, in order to prepare to strike when the time is right, and not too
prematurely and not too late. It's hard to be patient and the point is not to sit by with our arms folded and let them
just whip up on us and let them continue to drive us down further and let them break us apart In such a way that we
can never rise up even when conditions do ripen. The point is to actively prepare and to actively struggle to prepare

to be in a position for when the time does ripen and when the conditions are ready so that we can rise up with the
class-conscious force at the head, win over millions and then go ahead to win over the majority and actually carry
through the revolution all the way....

And while on every day, on every occasion, in every situation where the oppressed rise up in struggle the red
flag must be raised up in their midst and put into their hands and waved defiantly in the face of the enemy as we go
forward, at the same time, May 1 st each year is a concentration of this. It is a time when together with our oppress
ed brothers and sisters of our proletarian class throughout the world we stride forward defiantly together and pro
claim the communist future and proclaim the future of the proletarian revolution and the ultimate elimination of all
classes and ail exploitation throughout the world. And this, in a certain way, in miniature, is also an opportunity
and an obligation that we cannot miss or avoid. Because if we're going to be prepared as things sharpen up, as they
are stretched to the limit, when things, as the Party's Programme says, do indeed go up for grabs, not just in this
country, but throughout the world, if we're going to be prepared for that then we've got to be politically active now.
We've got to be rallying the forces. We've got to be welding those who do hate this shit into a class-conscious poli
tical force...And in the swirl, and the complexity, and the confusion and the chaos of the situation when things do

really ripen up toward a revolutionary situation and when the whole deaf does go on the line and things are really up
for grabs, at that point it's too late to come running out with the red flag and raise up the banner of the international
proletariat. ,.If we wait 'til then, if we wait 'til everything is on the line, to begin creating public opinion, to begin
rallying forward and training the advanced, to take further leaps in welding those who hate this shit into a classconscious force, it'll be too late and we'll miss, even throw away, the opportunity and yet again another generation
of people will have to suffer unnecessarily or more than necessary under the horrors of this system, the daily hor
rors and face once again the monstrosity of an even more destructive world war. So if we don't take action now, If
we let the opportunities that confront us today and that we're faced with and that we can seize today, especially a
concentrated one like May Ist, the day of celebration of revolutionary struggle of the international proletariat, if we
let that go by without raising up that banner, without taking initiative, without taking history more boldly and more

fully into our hands, without finding the ways to break out and break free on an even broader and deeper scale. If we
don't bring forward especially the youth, then...

But not only the youth, because let the old people not be far behind, let them catch up with the youth. But let the
youth be out there to the forefront because we know that they have been and they will be. Let them be bold and dar
ing, let them come out on May 1st, let them challenge everything that's old and rotten, decadent and decrepit in
this system. Let them raise up the banner and let the old people not be far behind, let them race to catch up with the
youth to bring their experience and their whole lifetime of hatred for this system onto the political stage. Let's raise
up our heads. Let's look to the far horizon. Let's see the opportunities shaping up, not just the horrors, but the real
chance of perhaps putting an end to a system which creates such endless horrors and such terrible monstrosities.
Let's raise up the banner of our class. Let's be on the political stage In an even greater way than the historic occa
sion of May 1st 1980. Let May 1st be a further leap and even more developed preparation for the time when we can
rise up, win over and bring forward finally the forces of the masses of people, make revolution and march forward
together with the whole international proletariat, having taken a great step toward its final emancipation but not

stopping until together with the proletariat and oppressed masses throughout the world we have finally achieved
that goal.
30 Minute Cassette

$2.50

Available from the Revolutionary Communist Party (see address on pg. 2) or from the follow
ing bookstores:
Cambridge: Revolution Books,
233 Mass. Ave., 01239,
617-492-9016
Detroit: Revolution Books,
5744 Woodward Ave., 48202,
313-872-2286

Chicago: Revolution Books,
2525 N. Lincoln.

312-528-5353

Honolulu: Revolution Books,

923 N.King St., 96817,
808-845-2733

San Francisco: Everybody's
Bookstore,
17 Brenham Place, 94108,
415-781-4989

Los Angeles: Revolution Books,
2597 W. Pico Blvd., 90006,
213-384-3856

Seattle: Revolution Books,
1828 Broadway, 98122,
206-323-9222

Washington D.C.: Revolution Books,
2438 18th St. NW,20009
202-265-1969

New York City: Revolution Books,
16 E. 18th St., 10003,
212-243-8638
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Call to RW Readers to Testify In
Connection with Bob Avakian's Demand

for Political Refugee Status in France
Astounding though it may be, some people are unable—or unwilling—to recognize that the much advertised democracy
in the United States is in reality no more than a big joke. This problem will have an important bearing on the procedure involv
ing Bob Avakian's demand for political refugee status in France. Already in the initial stages of this process it has been said
that political persecution has not been proved—that it has not been established that the difficulties encountered with the
authorities of his country of origin (the U.S.) were of political origin, in the sense of the Geneva Convention. As this case now

moves into the next and more decisive phase, the RW'is calling on its readers to provide from their own experience, and to help
organize on a grand scale, information and evidence which will clearly demonstrate two basic facts:

1. That the U.S. ruling class (which has been responsible for the war in Vietnam, Pinochet in Chile, the Shah of Iran, South
Africa. El Salvador and on and on) in fact exercises a vicious repressive dictatorship within the U.S. as well.

2. That, in particular, through its various government agencies(and in cooperation with various "private" reactionary forces)
it is carrying out systematic and increasing repression aimed against revolutionaries in the U.S. and specifically against the
RCP and its Chairman Bob Avakian-.

This is a chance to testify about the so-called "democracy
the United States and its true meaning for oppressed and

99

tn

class-conscious people
Statements that illustrate the above two points should be written down and, if at fl//possible, notarized*(A notary does
not have to somehow approve or verify what you wrote; they are only certifying that you are the perso'n who is signing the
statement.) These statements should then be handed over to the local Committee to Free the Mao Tsetung Defendants in your
area, or if that is not possible, be mailed directly to the National Office of the Committee(P.O. Box 6422"T" Street Station,

Washi.ngion, D.C. 20009). If necessary, statements can also be handed over to a regular RW distributor. The kind of
statements needed are those pertaining to such things as firings and harassment, frameups, brutality, threats, murder, etc. at

the hands of police or government agents and especially as these incidents relate to Revolutionary Communist Party members
and sympathizers (including people who sell the R W)and above all as they relate to Bob Avakian. There is a certain amount of
urgency about collecting these statements, and the bulk of them should be in the hands of the National Office of the Commit

tee before May First. Please note if your statement could also be used (with or without signature)for publication in the Revolu
tionary Worker.
* (This can be done in many cities at banks, currency exchanges, and many other small business offices).

_ \

Testimony on Political Persecution
The following are two pieces of the

the jail cops, was about Bob Avakian.

1980. The attached complaint filed

secutor stated in open court that the

testimony that has begun to come in to

For several hours we were continually
bombarded with questions about Bob

against DamiSn Garcia in the Municipal

Avakian, interspersed with the usual

identical to the charges filed against the
five other defendants.

testimony ofall kinds shouldcontinueto

threats and boasts of the cops. Ques
tions like, "All you see on the northside
is Bob Avakian, Bob Avakian. Do you
think anyone on the northside gives a

pamphlet was in fact published and
distributed by the San Antonio Police
Department. I believe this was a
deliberate government attempt to pre

he sent.

shit about Bob Avakian?" "When is

the National Office of the Committee
to Free the Mao Tsetung Defendants.
These are in response to the call issued
around Boh Avakian's demand for

political refugee status in France. More

Sfalemenl of 2 People in Houston
On November 4, 1980, the eve of the

election of the imperial pre.sidency, we
were arrested in a Houston nightclub
where a concert by the musical group

this Bob Avakian coming to Houston?
Where is he now?" "Are you Bob
Avakian's old lady?" "All over the
northside it's free Travis Morales, free
Bob Avakian, free Dami^n Garcia. Oh,

you can't free Dami^n Garcia, can you.

Court No. 2 of San Antonio, Texas, is

The attached "Motion for Discovery
of Arrest and Conviction Reports of

Witnesses" was granted by Judge Ben
jamin N. Samples before the trials
began on June 17, 1980. In response to
the judge's order the State prosecutor
furnished

me

with

the

attached

phoiostalic copies of intelligence

judice the jurors against my clients,
which in fact resulted in the jurors

voting unanimously to convict all the
defendants and to.assess them the maxi
mum punishment.

During the 6-day course of this trial,
my clients and 1 were followed by San
Antonio police vehicles, including

reports maintained by the San Antonio

helicopters, and at one point during the

Police Department on the defendants.

trial recess, Sgt. P. Buske and other of

Gang of Four was taking place. We were

He's dead." The statements were not

The attached anti-communist pam

ficers blocked ,the courtroom doors,

charged with criminal trespass, the both

coming, as might be expected, from

phlet entitled San Antonio Known As

turned off the lights in the courtroom,

of us had bought tickets for the concert.
For one of us, this is the twelfth arrest by

"intelligence" (Red Squad) cops, but
from uniformed patrol division cops,

"Red Riot Scene?" was distributed in

and prevented myself and my clients

the public hallways of the courthouse

from leaving the courtroom in an at

the Houston police department in 1980,
for the other the eighth. On our previous

and jail officers. Each of the dozen or
so cops who brought up Bob Avakian's
name mispronounced it exactly the
same way, indicating that they had been

during the jury trial by members of the

tempt to frighten and intimidate us.

San Antonio Police Department, and
was read by members of the actual jury.

Under these conditions, it was impossi

Although Judge Samples denied the

in this case.

arrests we had faced the typical array of

threats, abuse, and intimidation at

tempts, from having large calibre hand
guns held at our heads and highpowered
rifles pointed at our stomachs; beatings;
our car ransacked, stolen, and kept for
months by the police (twice); interroga
tions for things like auto theft (of our
own car); accusations of plotting the

briefed about the Chairman of the

defendants' motion for mistrial on the

RCP. The knowledge (and fear) of Bob

grounds of government misconduct in

Avakian, and

tended to prejudice the jury, the pro

whom it was announced, "Here's the
commie," etc. Most of these arrests oc
curred in the building for the demonstra

tions on May Isi 1980, and all of them

uncompromising

stand for revolution he represents, is
clearly widespread in the ranks of the
Houston police department.
Joe Sullivan and Abigail Bayer
8th of April 1981

murder of police; lengthy drives through

the countryside while being told "We
ought to kill people like you"; being
locked up with clearly demented or ex
tremely reactionary, racist prisoners, to

the

Affidavit Glen Van Slyke
Texas

My name is Glen Van Slyke, and I am

March and April of 1980, I represented

Revolutionary Worker ax\d the literature
of the Revolutionary Communist Party.

Dami^n Garcia, a member of the
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

unfolded

The night of November 4th, events
somewhat differently,
though. After being attacked by the

and five other supporters of the RCP
who were charged with violating section

police, we were handcuffed and held in

42.01 (a)(2) of the Texas penal code
(Disorderly Conduct By Making An Of

a room for several hours before beinti
taken to the police station. The ovei-

fensive Gesture Or Display Which
lends To Incite An Immediate Breach

riding concern of the two uniformed
cops who held us then, as well as

Of The Peace) for raising a red flag
over the Alamo national historic shrine
in San Antonio, Texas on March 20th

and

Defend

...I
an attorney licensed to practice law
before the Supreme Court of the state
of Texas. In that capacity, during

look place while we were distributing the

another who later joined them,

ble for my clients to receive a fair trial

Nlay

1st, internal

7th day of April 1981
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Can Anyone Say

Geography is Key in
Revoiutionary
*'t .

Contributions?
The recent demand for political
refugee status in France by RCP Chair

Marxism-Leninism, Mao

Tsetung

world for so many years.
Among other things, this has meant

Party and Chairman Avakian's role, it
is significant to note that the last public

world

scale, using

the science of

man Bob Avakian has focused up

Thought—the science of revolution—to

fighting to build a true Leninist party

speech he gave was November 18, 1979

several important questions for the

gain an all-sided picture of all develop

revolutionary masses. His decision to
demand refugee status at this time was

ments in society, and nature, and based

based on the wisdom of What Is To Be
Done?, which had to be rescued from

on "this analysis to develop a general

the dusty shelves where it had apparent

in Washington, D.C. Could anyone say
that the impact of his leadership has
been lessened since then? "Coming

made based on a scientific, all-sided

battle plan of action. Revisionists and ^

analysis of not only the objective

traitors to the working class throughout
history and today, adopting the outlook
of the bourgeoisie, have trampled on
the revolutionary aspiratioris of the
proletariat and have opposed the
historic task of the proletariat, and the

ly been put by the great majority of the
communist leaders (with the most
notable exception of Mao) in favor of

developments in the world, not only the
necessity of the, imperialists, but also,
taking all that into account, the
challenges that confront the masses in

the coming period and the urgent tasks
of the communist leadership of the
masses.

What is the significance of the fact
that the Chairman of the RCP has been
forced into exile? What will this mean

for the Party and its ability to continue
to lead the masses in this country for
ward in making revolution? How will

legacy of this suffocation and betrayal

is still pervasive. Only the kind of lead
ership that focuses the attention of the
masses on the cardinal questions of
society, from the broadest historical
sweep, can enable the proletariat to
play its historic role.

"Letter to a 'Black

day struggles of the workers and casting
down the proletarian revolution. This
has also meant rejecting-the notion that

material from the 1980 Central Com

the

most

basic

role

of communist

leaders is to be the organizers and tacti
cians of demonstrations and strikes,

the /?

speak in person, all have experienced

his leadership and in fact know him
quite well. Let's face it, how many of
the masses worldwide who followed

identify and pay attention to the major

leads. The Party, and particularly its

theoretical

leaders, fights to lead by bringing Marx-

ple? These are very important questions
that come from a very deep concern
that the leadership that people have

"burning questions of our movement." - ism together with the masses, challeng
Recognizing the truth that "without
ing the advanced to step forward and

come to respect and draw guidance
from not be turned into its opposite,
especially in just such a decade when
the revolutionary aspirations of the
masses of the oppressed are being
transformed into reality as the growing
revolutionary movement is taking shape
and gathering strength.
These questions also arise because
there is much bitter experience of seeing
revolutionary leaders emerge from the

the

revolutionary theory there can be no
revolutionary movement" he early on

applied himself above all to the task of
studying, developing, applying and pro
pagating that theory-the living science
of revolution-as a guide to change the

world. While paying close attention to
the practical developments in the
revolutionary movement, and to the
practical work of the Party, his most
important and decisive work has always
been in leading in the fundamental

cited just above ail occurred in thai
period. While most readers of
to meet with Bob Avakian or hear him

masses, "out of touch" with the peo

are

mittee meeting—just to name a few ma
jor things-have all been published
.since that date. The Parly's advances

Party members directly on the scene, do
give tactical leadership together with

ship of Bob Avakian is the ability to
that

Nationalist With

Communistic Inclinations'," and the

etc. While communists, particularly

Bob Avakian be able to lead from exile?
Won't he become isolated from the

questions

Behind," "Communists Are Rebels,"

the "mass working class parties" whose
main task became leading the day-to

the masses, this is not the fundamental
way they, or the Party as a whole,

What best characterizes the leader

From Behind to Make Revolution,"

"Crucial Questions in Coming from

• consciously take on the task of prepar

ing for the future, and to influence and
train millions through their understand
ing and their actions to be able to rise

up when the time is right.
For

this. Comrade

Avakian

has

always been attacked by opportunists
for refusing to be a "busy organizer"

have never had the opportunity

Mao's leadership ever got to shake his
hand?

Bob Avakian is the leader of a Party
which has spread its influence and roots

deeply among the masses, particularly
among the basic masses of proletarians
and oppressed, and which i.s able to sum

up the significant trends and
developments, the change in the mood
of the masses, and to assess the overall

political situation. For this reason the

like themselves—condescending to the

means exist for the Chairman to main

masses and narrowing down the revolu
tionary movement in a chase at the tail
of day to day events. "Where's your
practice?" they would squeal, when
Comrade Avakian's practice has always

tain close contact with the Party and the
ma.sses. This underscores the impor

tance of correspondence with the Party
press from all sections of the people on
all the major questions. Lenin wrote

been primarily the practice of leading
the Party in one revolutionary advance

in Russia:

struggle of the masses only to vanish only
too soon, either through outright murder

questions of ideological and political

at the hands of the capitalist state—like
Fred Hampton and Malcolm X—or by

method, he has led the Party in solving
many practical problems and has given
crucial leadership at a number of turn
ing points when the movement has

after another. Mao Tsetung's words

"1 was ever so glad to read your

from On Practice come to mind here:

report about the talk with the workers.

stood at a crossroads. This decisive

"vulgar 'practical men' respect ex

We receive such letters much too rarely.

leading role came sharply to the fore
when in 1976, after Mao's death, a revi

perience but

despise theory, and

They are really tremendously cheering.

therefore cannot have a comprehensive
view of an entire objective process, lack

Be sure to convey this to your workers

clear direction and long-range perspec

to us themselves, not just for the press,

tive, and are complacent over occa
sional successes and glimpses of truth.

lose touch with one another and for

throwing in the towel and renouncing
revolution, like Eldridge Cleaver, who
left the country as a revolutionary and
then returned as one of the biggest

bootlickers the capitalists have come up

line. On

this

basis and

with

this

questions hit right at the heart of a

sionist clique led by Deng Xiaoping
staged a coup d'etat, seized power from
the proletariat and villified Mao's

crucial point that has been and will con

closest comrades, the "Gang of Four."

tinue to be the focus of major struggle

Chairman Avakian took the lead and

in the international communist move

fought resolutely to correctly sum up

with yet.
But even more fundamentally, these

this letter from exile to a Party member

with our request that they should write
but to exchange ideas, so that we do not
mutual understanding. Personally 1 am.
particularly interested to know what the

ment—what is genuine communist

these events and their profound impli

If such persons direct a revolution, they
will lead it up a blind alley."
In the last period, especially with the

leadership?
The role of a leader can only be look

cations for the international communist

forging of a correct understanding of

movement—that upholding Mao's line

ed at in terms of where things are being
led, what kind of future is being strug

and

follow the current Chinese leaders in

gled for and what role the masses must

their betrayal of the proletariat was a

our central task—create public opinion,
seize power—and the deepening
analysis of the historic conjuncture
shaping up and the opportunities this

play in forging that future. As it is put

major line of demarcation between

puts on the agenda, tremendous advan

in these lines from the Internationale,

Marxism and revisionism. His under

ces have been made in the work and in

millions. Further strengthening the cen-

the anthem of the international pro

standing that these were in fact cardinal
questions that would in large part in

fluence of the Party. Not only the

irallty of the Party's press and its broad

tremendous leap in welding a class-con

dissemination, along with greatly ex

fluence the ability of the international

scious force on. May First 1980; not on

proletariat to advance in the historic

ly the leap represented in the battle to
build the conspiracy around the RW \o

panding the aspect of correspondence
and reports, is key to the Party's ability

letariat, "We want no condescending
saviors to rule us from a judgment hall.
We workers ask not for their favors, let
us consult for all. To make the thief

contributions

and

refusing

to

workers think of What Is To Be Done?
So far I have received no comments
from the workers."

Already through the Party press the
line of Bob Avakian has reached hun

dreds of thousands, and the influence
of that line has been felt by

from its cell, we must ourselves decide

Avakian, The Loss in China and the

broad struggle and debate over the

to remain in the vanguard, and will also
be a major way to overcome the dif
ficulties imposed, by the forced exile

our duty, we must decide and do it

Draft Party Programme and Constitu

status of our Chairman.

tion; but the important progress that
has been made in forging unity between

overlords, and demagogic blowhards

Revolutionary Legacy of Mao Tsetung
and Mao Tsetung'slmmortalContribu
tions are concentrated expression of
this and have contributed to the

this Party and other genuine,communist

man Avakian will be able to continue to
make such contributions while in exile,

that stand over the masses, regarding

theoretical advance of the movement

forces internationally with the publica

ought to learn a few things from the

them as miserable wretches who must

internationally.

be bribed, coddled and consoled—when

And even beyond this. Chairman
Avakian has led the Party in applying

tion of the Joint Communique of 13
Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organiza

disgorge his booty, to free the spirit
well." Of what use to the proletariat are

the pious social workers, bureaucratic

the task thai history has placed on the

agenda for the international proletariat
is nothing less than consciously
transforming the whole world—rising

up to eliminate all class distinctions and
t.ransform all society to a higher stage?
The task of communists, as the most

advanced, class-conscious forces, can

only be to place themselves at the
vanguard of that historic pro
cess—leading on the basis of a scientific
analysis of all the contradictions on a

times ahead has already proven quite
decisive. The two books by Chairman

100,(KX); not only the publication and

Those who question whether Chair

history of our class. As Bob Avakian

these immortal contributions to the

Principles for the Unity of Marxist-

said in his speech on November 18th,
1979, addressing the question of the
struggle to keep the bourgeoisie from

situation in the world today, analyzing
the historic conjuncture that is shaping

Leninists and for tlie Line of the Interna
tional Communist Movement"—

"Let':s look to a place like Russia where

—all these mark great strides for the in

ttiere was someone named Lenin. They
hounded him out of the country but he

up on a world scale, forging ahead in
charting the uncharterd course of mak
ing revolution in an advanced imperiali-st country, and breaking with the
remnants and legacy of revisionism
that, in the name of "conventional
communist wisdom," have suffocated
much of the proletariat around the

tions and the draft document "Basic

ternational proletariat. In all of this our

wiping out revolutionary leadership,

Parly's role has been decisively shaped
by Bob Avakian—again most fun

came back not only to haunt them but

damentally by further developing the

fills ihem with fear but finally led to
their overthrow—the class-conscious

political and ideological line of the Par, ty.

In looking at the recent history of the

10 raise up the real spectre that not only
working class and the masses of OpContinued on page 26

Page 10—Rewolutionary Worker—April 24, 1981

Mass Proletarian War Crimes

Tribunais Underway in
San Francisco
April 24 marks the opening of the
3-day San Francisco hearings of the
Crimes

Tribunals of U.S. imperialism—the

where the tribunal is scheduled.to open,

Mass

Proletarian

War

first of five sessions to be held in San

both among the masses and various

Francisco, L.A., Chicago, Atlanta and
New York. As the final days approach
there have been dramatic developments
in the broadness and depth of the im
pact of this call for massive exposure of

organizations there is excitement and

well as into the social movements, call

ing on these active In opposing im

perialism on one front to join the
overall battle through this tribunal.
From all the various social movements,

this tribunal is challenging and drawing
forward broad forces who see it as a

critical opportunity to counter the more
and more blatant crimes of U.S. im

perialism and its even, more criminal
preparations for the future world
showdown:

CHifiii rrll

being held of Central Americans to

WNC CACH KA5S C6v3.<5.-„

Cd CAC At.-H SF."

At one meeting where the tribunal

was proposed to a group representing

tribunal sharply challenged (he opposi
tion of one Cuban representative, who
looked for every way to oppose and red

>

^ ,

CIju

CHI a? PU

make a point of emphasizing the links

ha'to bo.vc.'

between the crimes of the U.S. in El
Salvador and its crimes in Iran, Viet

surprise readers of the RW, but they
have also attempted to thwart the par
ticipation of sorhe people by promoting

they have criticized various women for

participating in this blistering exposure
of imperialism, saying that they should
pay more attention to "women's
issues." According to the revisionists,
the world situation, imperialism, and
the cardinal political questions of the
day are of no concern to women. On a
number of occasions, revolutionary
women have taken this line head on,
and struggled fiercely "for others to

another student makes plans for a rally
at the school the day before the tribunal
opens.

—Foreign

born

step forward

to

ov a.

'•

n<«*(p
BlhH.
n.3CA3

VI BA fCHONG stfJc

voi 4VU «

-

CHias
V-W:.-.-

.frep

CAC

'- .s SEfl VOJ jRrJrfjjQ

BOO.KS 2^07 a

"

~

*1 vlv'.v .• sW
St-

rf. KCO 8170 •' —■i'.
T4

their narrow, economist and backward

Central American organizations and in

for a week to work on the tribunal while

Wdc"MY Ili

p-i.,

CAIIp.

90006 (ai3J384.335^

looking political line, which also comes
as no surprise. In at least one instance

to the tribunal in contacting refugees.

—Several high school students from a
local high school decide to leave school

T

001

tacks on the tribunal, which shouldn't

the tribunal.

.f'

...

3. *

tribunal. Not only have they carried out
the most snivelling anti-communist at

others in the anti-nuclear movement,

•r. SAK

sin ..o'lJp-nA

^ TRllcfc KHI Rdf ISAIf .

—Progressive clergy at the same event

struggling with them to participate in

Bi.ra.

® iStf oXVbhiJsJ ra-■
C0-C3 h6.

that they wanted to hear wore about the

driven to a frenzy by the spectre of the

life against imperialism, contributes $20

CUS AC NfuV

cfn/.v.c CUA FJKt'cv
■ -

VA hie":;

ment list, as though this was supposed
to frighten the people at the meeting.
Several others interrupted her to say

distribute

and immediately starts contacting many

be'bi;3c t6i cac

t:!",

cuV

next to seveal names on the endorse

rally for El Salvador, a Salvadoran

describes himself as working his whole

?a'j '
1 C'
"
.;

.5A-VH V.AO KB K.30A1

declaring the world proletariat "too
left," and writing the letters "RCP"

comes forward to take 1000 leaflets to

dividuals for potential testimony.
—A San Francisco MUNI driver who

.'..M

em UC-,2Cfr..;.

bait the sponsors of - the tribunal,

tion by revisionists and revisionistinfluenced organizations who have been

nam, etc., going on to encourage the
forming of coalitions, praising the ef
forts of the Berrigan brothers, etc. This
in addition to giving valuable assistance

sSng

Tlglf

several Central American organiza
tions, the excitement of many for this

continue to be much jockeying for posi

tribunal.

.

prepare their testimony.

—Following an Easter Sunday service

the opening of the

®

DE qu5c

tribunal. No doubt (here is and will

for

toa

struggle over the tribunal. Meetings are

U.S. imperialism. The call for the

tribunal is everyday reaching deeper
among the masses of proletarians as

AW su- •"i""

—In the Mission District, where the
greatest concentration of Central
Americans in the U.S. is located and

liberate themselves from this economist

clap trap and join the proletariat and
oppressed peoples of the world in the
struggle against imperialism. •
Nor is there any doubt that the im

perialists will not stand idly by while
this massive exposure of their crimes is

translate the call for the tribunal in

prepared. Already there has been bla

Arabic and other languages; graphics
are submitted by others inspired by the

tant and threatening activity in their

call translated i."tto Vietnamese.

classic COINTELPRO fashion. One ac

tive member of the committee returned

This tribunal is taking place now,
while there is a dramatic upsurge in the

to her office on campus after making a

mass struggle—around El Salvador,

pay phone call to the local tribunal of

Atlanta, and so on and one week before

fice telling where she would be. Ten
minutes afer returning to the office a

May

provocateur

Chiang Ching poster on the wall and
tearing up the papers on her desk. He

advanced forces to recognize their role
In drawing the political links between
these struggles, exposing the real nature
of the beast of U.S. imperialism and

split when she screamed, but the warn

strengthen at the same time the broad

ing message was unmistakable. More
such activity can be expected.

against it.

"street-person"

"wandered in" and began tearing up a

1st

International

Workers

Day—and is a crucial challenge to the

array of forces worldwide lined up
□

call.

—A Philippine support group calls the
tribunal office offering to testify.

—Richard Boyle, author of GIs In
Revolt diVid.Flower of the Dragon, who

has personally witnessed imperialism's

The schedule for the Bay Area Tribunal is the following—

crimes as he covered war stories from
Vietnam to Cambodia to Lebanon to

• Friday evening: Testimony concerning the Pacific Rim—Vietnam, the
Philippines, Korea, etc.

Nicaragua to El Salvador, is joining the
tribunal panel, offering the use of video

• Saturday afternoon and evening: Conclude the Pacific Rim testimony,
followed by testimony from Centra! America and Iran, bringing out the

tapes and thousands of photos taken in

common nature of U.S. crimes.

his work.

• Sunday afternoon will take up the whole area of nuclear weapons,

—The Atomic Bomb Survivors' Com

mittee agrees to testify and offers two
films—one on the Hiroshima bombing
itself and another on the life of a sur

vivor who eventually died of cancer.
—Survivors of the firebombing of

1

from Hiroshima to the neutron-bomb, with testimony from survivors, as

well as from those engaged In research exposing and opposing im
perialism's use and future plans.

• Sunday night will be the'concluding session, until the tribunal
reconvenes in L.A. after May 1st.

Dresden, Germany in World War 2,
Stanford

Lutheran

Pastor Manford

Bahmann, Vietnam veterans' lawyer
Howard De Nike, who defended GIs

accused of fragging officers in Viet
nam, and Nancy Hormache, prominent

San Francisco Bay Area Tribunal
Friday, April 24, 7-11 p.m.

Saturday, April 25, Noon-5 p.m., 7-11 p.m.
Sunday, April 26. 1-5 p.m.,'7-11 p.m.

attorney and supporter of the Iranian

At the Women's Building

revolution, among others agree to join

3543 18th Street. San Francisco

the panel.

For further information call (415) 444-7664

^5

—Phil Wheaton, Director of EPICA

(Ecumenical Program for InterAmerican Communication and Action)
and member of the National Advisory
Committee of CISPES (Committee in

The next Tribunal will be held In Los Angeles. To participate in the
tribunais contact: The National Office at 2625 E. Third Street, Long Beach,

-VI'

California 90814 (213) 439-4985

Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador) endorses the tribunal and will
sit on the national panel in as many
cities as possible.
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As we go 10 press ihe UN 2, Steve Yip

are." bui they would give no informa

and Glenn Gan, jailed on March 9
while their case awaits an appeal deci
sion by the Supreme Court, are being
moved to separate prisons—one in

tion. Daniel Berrigan, who is facing a
long jail term for his role in the anti-war

Gov't Moves

action of the Atlantic Life Community
at the General Electric nuclear warhead

California, one in Connecticut. It's far

plant in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania,

from a coincidence that this latest at

tried to reach the wardefi three limes,

tack comes only 8 days before the an
revolutionary fighters at the United Na
tions. April 30, 1980, the eve of May
Day, red paint splattered over the

representatives of the two superpowers,
Ihe chant "Down

With

another supporter reported trying to get

to Isolate

niversary of the action of these two

through 5 times.

Other prisoners at MCC have spoken
to the UN 2 about this not being a
routine transfer and expressed concern
because often the process of

UN 2

U.S.-Soviet

War Moves—Our Flag is Red not Red,

"shipping" prisoners

over

long

distances is used as a way to intensify

White and Blue!" echoed in the UN

harassment against them. It is not

Security Council chambers as the red

unheard of for a prisoner to be enroute

flag was raised. Since last May the war

for m.onths, being held up.in prisons

With Prison

moves of both the U.S. and Soviet

Union have intensified. Not only this
but worldwide literally millions have
come into motion against the im

across the country.
All this underscores the fact that this
is a serious attack—a vindictive attack
aimed at two revolutionaries whose ac

Transfer

perialists.
This latest move by the government

tions and firm stand continue to enrage

the imperialists. Even with these two
fighters behind prison bars, the govern

against these two fighters represents a
serious and calculated attack—a further

lashing out against the UN 2 who were
railroaded through the courts on heavy

Glenn Gan were served official papers.

and

had

even

drawn

international

Wednesday morning at 4 a.m., Steve

coverage—and that it was too con

and very political charges for their ac
tions exposing the imperialists. The
Metropolitan Correctional Center
(MCC), where the UN 2 are presently
being held, is a maximum security

was moved to Danbury, Connecticut.
Glenn may be moved at any moment.
At a meeting
on April 1st, just

troversial to the institution which is

located in the same city that the action
occurred." The response of the two to

what was behind all this was made
clear. A Mr. Brachman, the "case

this despicable "deal" was as strong as

management coordinator" at MCQ
called the UN 2 to "discuss" their re

2 is far from routine. Official procedure

quest to remain there and offered them

the

is that prisoners are supposed to be

a "deal." He told them they could re
main at MCC if they agreed not to

prisons.
When word came of the move, one
lower prison official who inquired as to

holding block and

transfers occur

served designation papers months or
red. Both Steve Yip and Glenn Gan

"organize the inmates." This proposed
"agreement" was a straight-up attempt

were transferred to a floor where the

to threaten the UN 2 into politically

prisoners who have already received

capitulating. The UN 2 reported on this
meeting: "They (the prison authorities)

days at least before they are transfer

designation papers are moved—before

two

revolutionaries

to

ing to threaten them into agreeing "not

to organize the inmates."

□

I Jolni
Joint Communique of 13 Marxist-t-Lenlnlst

|

other

the reason for the move, was told,

"This comes from higher up than even
the prison warden." A lieutenant ad
mitted

"the

decision

was

made

■ Parties
Parti and Organizations. Autumn,

1980.
Publisfied in Chinese, Danish, English, Farsi,
French, German, Italian, Sinhalese, Spanish

and Tamil"

$1.00 plus C.50 postage

in

they were told anything about their

made it clear that we were 'leaders' on

Washington." As soon as supporters of

transfer. On Monday, April 20. Steve

the outside—carrying flags and leading

the UN 2 heard of this latest maneuver

Yip was brought a cardboard box to
pack his things in and was told that he
was being moved. Tuesday, he and

marches—that it had been natural for

they began calling the prison in protest.

us to help organize and lead the

One reporter from a radio station was
told, "Yes, we know who the UN 2

prisoners—that the case was big news

ends of the country after desperately try

when they raised the red flag in the
Security Council chambers. The
government then set about to transfer

there often. But the transfer of the UN

ment fears them and what they stand for

to the point of moving them to opposite

May 1st Statement from UN2
perialists, these two superpowers

worldwide.

April 30th will mark one year as red
flags flew in the UN Security Council.

prepare to plunge mankind into yet

Though today we are incarcerated in

On that da^, we proudly carried the ban

another world war. But just because

one of U.S. imperialism's dungeons, the

ner of the international working class

they may start it, doesn't mean it can

desperateness of our rulers to jail us for

only end with victory for either im

our actions brings to mind something
Comrade Fred Hampton said before the

into that den of superpower intrigue

and proclaimed to the oppressed peo
ple of the world that right here in the
belly of the beast of U.S. imperialism, a

perialist. Already growing numbers of
people are being jolted awake by the
very workings of this life-sucking

class-conscious section of workers and

system. Since last year, we have seen

that class worldwide on May First, In

tremendous upsurge in the struggles of
the people, from Atlanta, to El Salvador

ternational Workers Day.

to Poland. It is in this context that our

oppressed would be joining ranks with

jail a revolutionary but you can't jail
revolution!" It is with this understand

ing that we will continue to do
everything possible, even here in
prison, to further forge the class-con

leaves both imperialist superpowers,
the U.S. and Soviet Union, less and less
room to maneuver. No longer able to
hold on to their blood-soaked empires,

scious section and to work unceasingly
to seize the tremendous opportunities

by frenzied cries for patriotism and

that lie ahead in this decade—the

battered by the struggles of the op

to stand for the interests of our class, to

with U.S.-Soviet War Moves, Down With

work to bring this system down and

the Old Order and Fight to Bring Alive

fight for the elimination of all exploi

the New!

pressed, from Iran to El Salvador, and
even here like Miami, and at the same

time being challenged by their rival im

actions on May First will make a pro

-

ruling class murdered him—"You can

found difference. To be whipped around

The deepening crisis of imperialism

JMfl

chauvinism, to line up as cannonfodder

possibilities for revolution worldwide.

behind one or the other superpower, or

Pick up thered flag on May First, Down

tation and oppression, not only here but

The UN 2

d»i

Available from RCP Pubfications,
P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mai

Chicago, IL. 60654
(Bulk Rates Avail

draft document from the Revolutionary Communist Party of Chile and the Revolutionary

Communist Party, USA for discussion in the international communist movement and within
their respective Parties. The document was submitted to the autumn 1980 international con
ference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and organizations, which held that, "on the whole, the text
is a positive contribution

If You Can't Get Hold of the Red,
White and Blue. . .

toward the elaboration of a

correct general line for the in
ternational communist move

ment. With this perspective,
the text should be circulated

Ronald Warfield stood before the

judge at a hearing for parole violation

ty jail and had been forced to go to
work at an icehou.se. There his fingers

in Baltimore. Suddenly, to the shock developed frostbite, painfully burning
and dismay of this judicial mummy, his fingerprints off. The pompous
Warfield set the Maryland State flag judge refused to "process" Warfield

his prints healed and grew back.
afire In order to suppress this dis until
respectful Black man and whip some Obviously they were sure enough of
humility into him, seven guards jumped Warfield's identity to bust him and

Warfield and beat him until he had a hold him, but now it was a fine oppor
seizure He is currently being dented tunity to further screw the brother
medication and a cell—he is made to around.

sleep in a prison hallway and is not
allowed visitors. And why did Warlield

When the judge ordered Warfield
back to the city jail, and presumably to

judge for "processing." He had been

of the judge and set the flag on fire,

the icehouse job that mutilated his
reduce the flag to a pile of ashes?
Warfield was brought before the fingers in the first place, Ronald War-

awailing his hearing in the Baltimore ci

field defiantly stood up right in the face

i i

and discussed not only in the
ranks of those organizations
who have signed this com
munique, but throughout the
ranks of the international com

munist movement."

Available in English, French
and Spanish

S2.00 plus $.50 postage
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M Haig Explains U.S."Human Rights" Policy

Our Dictators Are Better than Their Dictators
Being expert at Imperialist
doublethink has always been a require
ment for those who speak for and

practical matter, our national interest

develop U.S. foreign policy, but the

hostile to our common aspirations."
Since the masses of many countries

current world situation—and the rapid
ly declining U.S. fortunes—are deman

ding some new developments in this

requires for us to resist those who
would extinguish those ideals and are
around the world have expressed a cer
tain desire to "extinguish" the ideals of
U.S. imperialist domination, and more

sphere. In this context, Secretary of
State General Alexander Haig rode his
white horse into a March 31st meeting

than a little "hostility" to its aspira
tions of maintaining same, achieving

of the Trilateral Commission to deliver

the U.S.' national interests has not ex

difference. "Unlike the Soviets, we are
not going to deprive people of their
dignity and choice. (That's why we let
them freely and with great dignity,
choose the fascist junta in El
Salvador—/? WO. Nonetheless, we are
not prepared to see the world remade by
others hostile to our deepened convic
tions, convictions held by civilized

allowed to live through their participa
tion in this particular "political solu
tion"—or another one that would be
very similar to it. However, this is con

tingent on some very important con
siderations, notably what role these
forces

see

for

themselves

in

the

worldwide "human rights" battle.
Thus Haig makes the point, "When

societies everywhere. Our resistance to
this aggression and our assistance to its

rights, we must weigh not only the in

dealing with the violation of individual

an important speech on "Human

actly been smooth-going of late. In

victims constitutes a defense of human

ternational repercussions—does the

Rights and American Interests." The

fact, this was the source of the old ver

rights that is at the very basis of our

regime help or hinder international ag

Trilateral' Commission is a Rocke

sion of "human rights," which in addi
tion to making the most of Soviet "to
talitarianism" also included publicly

foreign policy and our national in

gression—but also the domestic pro

terests." In other words, any who are
hostile to "civilized" America will get
the full benefit of our "human rights"

cess—totalitarian or authoritarian—not

feller-fed Western imperialist policy
development club

which

includes

monopoly capitalists and their politi
cians and Strangelovian academics
from the U.S., western Europe and
Japan—it is clear from the excerpts of
the general's speech, recently reprinted

criticizing certain pro-U.S. regimes,
while continuing to back them more

especially because there is a mad scram

clandestinely. This was done in order to

ble to face off with the Soviets and any
upsetting of the U.S. applecart cannot

same time, justify all this under the

bring larger sections of the widespread
opposition to those regimes under U.S.
influence and limit the maneuverings of
the Soviets among these opposition
forces. However, this approach has not
been too successful, especially in the
face of the growing economic crisis con
fronting the U.S., and its resulting in

in the New York Times, that these

gentlemen are very uptight. The pro
blem is this: how do they escalate their
imperialist crimes and preparations for
much more on a world scale, and at the

be tolerated.

Thus, "human rights" means "antiSoviet"—a fine definition and one

which will undoubtedly be applied more
and more as the world situation heats

only the record of those in power but
the record and program of those in op
position." In other words, if those op
position forces who formerly were in
the junta agreed to abandon their
alliance

with

"totalitarian

ism"—represented by the pro-Soviet
forces in the opposition, especially the
Salvadoran Communist Party—as well
as making clear they will support what

thoritarian" regimes will necessarily

ever advances the U.S. position in El
Salvador, they may not have their "in

up. And of course, more and more "au

guise of "humanitarianism"? This is

ability to "stabilize" the situation in

also be in order, since this is often the

dividual rights violated." Maybe, they

indeed a difficult problem, and their

these countries and bring things more

nervousness is especially focused on the

under U.S. control.

only way to keep the U.S. in absolute
control of the neo-colonial govern

an right" to be U.S. lackeys once again.

current situation in El Salvador, where

criminal role is having some serious
repercussions for their overall prepar
ations for the big showdown with their

This was the case in El Salvador,
where after previously backing the
latest incarnation of a SO-year military
dictatorship, the U.S. tried to institute a
cosmetic "human rights" coup, replac

equally criminal rivals in the Soviet

ing the isolated General Romero with

parts. It should be our objective to hold

the U.S. war effort, he has reassured

Union. After all, worldwide support for
such an effort is not so easy to achieve
when millions recognize the true nature

two U.S.-trained officers and a number

forth ourselves as a model worthy of
imitation as that change occurs and to
help the evolution of authoritarian

them, that just as in El Salvador,

the widespread exposure of the U.S.'

of the beasts they are being called on to
sacrifice their all for. However, General

Haig has come riding to the rescue with
a slightly new and improved way of

looking at this whole problem of
"human rights."
The heart of this new approach is
publicly recognizing that, yes, Virginia,

of "reform" politicians formerly not in
the government. However, the masses
continued to rise up while the
U.S.-backed murder (know in some

day is the advance of "the most funda

quarters as "human rights violations")

(through the eyes of the New York

increased, driving some of the forces in

Times or any other U.S. imperialist rag,
of course). It is changing in that very
direction; Jose Napoleon Duarte, the
junta's president, is a positive reformer
par excellance. All those nasty killings
and massacres were simply slight ex
cesses by Duarte's troops while earning
their boy scout merit badges in counter-

mental human right—freedom from
terrorism." However, there still re
mains the danger that many people
throughout the world will not be able to
tell the profound differences between
"authoritarianism"(U.S. puppets) and
"totalitarianism" (Soviet puppets). In
fact, they may very well opt for a third

the government (most notably many
Christian Democrats and the social-

democrats) out of the government and

into oppo.sition once again; and this has
led 10 far greater Soviet influence over

and brutal military dictatorships loyal

pro-Soviet Salvadoran Communist Par
ty (PCS) and a number of pro-Cuban

elections next year, saying that anyone

contention with the Soviets has been on

can participate if they just lay down
their weapons. And furthermore, some

destroyed by the advancing struggle of
the masses of people aimed at freeing

the rise worldwide. A very dangerous

of the opposition forces may be actually

all mankind.

guerrilla organizations. Thus, the U.S.

totalitarian and authoritarian regimes.
The totalitarian model unfortunately

has been faced with a rapidly deterior
ating position in El Salvador, while its

draws upon the resources of modern
technology to impose its will on all
aspects of a citizen's behavior. The
totalitarian regimes tend to be in
we represent and

change
"The authoritarian regime usually
stems from a lack of political or

the U.S. Thus, the U.S.' "ideals"—the
it—are what separate the two. Unfor

tunately, bourgeois democracy—the

Certainly, everyone can tell the dif

form of ruling class dictatorship that

ference between these two vastly dif
ferent types of political systems. For ex

in neo-colonies. Haig calls this, "The

ample, the junta in El Salvador, which

limit to what we can or should do to

is an "authoritarian regime" and there

transform other cultures, customs and
institutions." That is, they've already
transformed them into absolute pup

by its forces. Unlike "totalitarian
regimes," the junta cannot draw on
"modern technology to impose its
will," and therefore must rely on an
cient devices such as napalm, electronic

exists in the U.S.—cannot be tolerated

pets to rule with an iron hand, but any
lessening of this grip may have serious
consequences.

This is especially true in the current
situation, because a certain rival will try
to take advantage of any cracks. Haig
points out: "At the same time, we con
front another aspect of reality. The
Soviet Union and its allies—countries

sensors in the field, helicopter gunships,

that reject our concept of human

infra-red night vision scopes, and
M-16s. At any rate, its "authoritarian
ism" only comes from a "lack of

rights—continue to enlarge their
military power and seem increasingly
inclined to use their arms to advance

political and economic development"—
which, contrary to pro-Soviet

their cause." Now here is a clear cut

"totalitarianism," not only is not

the U.S. concept of "human rights," as

hostile to what the U.S. represents, but

practiced in El Salvador, Guatemala,
Chile, Argentina, etc. preferring Soviet
concepts as practiced in Afghanistan,

is in fact a direct result of what the U.S.

represents, having been busily produc
ing coffee, cotton, sugar cane and
especially superprofits for the U.S. for
many years, keeping El Salvador in U.S.

PAMPHLETS BY
BOB AVAKIAN

ference between the Soviet Union and

only a few politically sensitive areas."

about.17,000) who have been murdered

□

quires certain adjustments in the old

reserves for itself absolute authority in

ing a fascist dictatorship as evidenced
by a small number of people (only

scoutmasters. Why he's even called for

"human rights" ploy.
Adjustments certainly, but not total
abandonment of "human rights"
rhetoric. After all, there must be a dif

"blessings of liberty" as Haig puts

has absolute authority in the politicalUy
sensitive areas necessary for maintain

insurgency under the guidance of U.S.

situation for the U.S., and one that re

economic development and customarily

fore worthy of U.S. maintenance, only

alternative in the coming period. In
other words the imperialists' "fun
damental human right" to exploit and
oppress throughout the world might get

to their Soviet rivals. As Haig points
out: "We should distinguish between

all

of increased U.S. military escalations,

and worry about the consequences of

governments toward a more democratic

the whole coalition which includes the

hostile to

think that "human rights" is acasuality

form." Why, just look at El Salvador

military dictatorships loyal to the U.S.

ideologically resistant to political

itarian" governments; according to
Haig, "Such regimes are more likely to
change than their totalitarian counter

Thus, General Haig has solved the
problem. To those imperialists who

"human rights" is still with us with cer
tain adjustments of course. In fact, the
guiding line for U.S. foreign policy to

there is a difference between brutal

tolerant at home and abroad, actively

ment—if not the situation. But there is
another characteristic of these "author

will be allowed to exercise their "hum

distinction. The Soviet Union rejects

Poland, etc. and is increasingly using its

i

OF SPECIAL
SIGNIFICANCE
FOR MAY DAY
Coming from Behind to Moke Revolution.
Originally printed as a supplement to the Revolutionary
Worker under the title "Is Revolution Really Possible This
Decade and What Does May 1st Have to Do with It?"
$1.00
How Can We Apologize for Taking
History Into Our Hands?
Excerpts from 1979 Cleveland speech 1980. 28 p.
Combined English/Spanish edition.

$0.50

This System Is Doomed
Let's Finish It Off!

Speech at May Day Rally, May 5,1979 In Washington, D.C. In
cludes historic call for revolutionary May Day demonstrations
on May 1st, 1980.90 min. cassette tape
$6.00

America,part of what the U.S. con

expanding military power. This is total
ly unlike the U.S., which is obviously
cutting back on its military might and
refusing to bring any of it to bear in El

siders its "own backyard."

Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala,

Mart, Chicago, IL. 60654. Include $.50 postage for each

not to mention the Persian Gulf or the

item ordered.

hands in the strategic area of Central

Of course, all this is very much a part
of the U.S.' vast concern for "human

rights," which just naturally flows
from the fact that, as Haig points out,

"We want a world hospitable to our

society and our common ideals. As a

rest of the world. (What's a few

helicopter gunships, advisors,
AWACS, aircraft carriers, nukes, etc.
among friends, anyway.)

But wait, there still may be a basic

Order from: RCP Publications, P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise
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Reprinted from Mass Line

Calicut, India: A Daring Example of People's Justice
The People's Cultural Forum ,(PCF]
had conducted an elaborate enquiry of
the inhuman system of compulsory
bribes and corruption in the Medical
College at Calicut. In a long report
printed and widely distributed they
published their findings and even nam

ed the few doctors who were engaged in
bargaining the life of patients. Many in
cidents of death were caused by mere

hundreds of people and just outside the

policemen, were admitted to hospital

gates of Calicut Medical College. The
situation seethed with high spirits and

and six PCF-RSU cadres with bruises
and cuts.

The issue created a commotion in the

the PCF activists had even to take care

of the criminal not being physically
assaulted by the people. The poor^
destitutes who came to Medical College
for treatment were so enraged at this
cruel retired army doctor that they tried
to beat him down. He was "garlanded"

can be a poUticgl meaning to 'liberated
territory,'in the sense of areas where
theformerly suppressed political energy

whole state. People everywhere express

of the masses, their activism, their
search for revolutionary ideas and

ed deep pleasure at the venture. In con

theory is able to blossom..."

sternation, the other corrupt are trying
to incite trouble, and trying to put up

These two articles from the Indian
Marxist-Leninist newspaper Mass Line

the old "law and order problem'! into

describe what is happening in another

the forefront—in vain.

situation, a country where the revolu

negligence or conscious evading of duty

with ribbons, on which, "I am K.M.

by such doctors. Some doctors do bleed

flag in command.'' This describes an

sums for surgery or important and
urgent treatement. They had also ap

George, the corrupt doctor. Please
forgive me, I will not repeat it" was
scribbled on it. After reading out the

charge sheet and giving time for him to

cesses, wherever people have seized

preciated house surgeons, nurses and

speak, the court closed. The doctor

power or are preparing to seize it. The

country-wide basis, but where there is

such doctors who were very nice in their

confessed of his criminal attitude in a

call for May I. I98I in the March 27

still the question of building up to and
preparing that stage, and most impor
tantly, the same basic principle of
unleashing the political energy of the

the poor white by demanding large

tion against the comprador (imperialist"Break oui, break free, put the red

important part of all revolutionary pro

tied) capitalists and landlords and

against imperialist.xlomination can pro
ceed through theformation ofliberated
areas before stale power is seized on a

conduct and who followed the oath of

weak tone. He was pardoned and let

RW talked about "politically liberating

service.

off.

some territoryfor the day."The article

The people took out a large
demonstration. Afterwards the police

continues. "Of course we are aware
that in countries like the U.S. the

masses.

tried to stop the demonstration and ar

revolutionary struggle cannot develop

development of "People's Courts" in

rest some PCF-RSU [Revolutionary

in a way that liberated territories are
established and maintained while the

the Slate of Kerala in South India, in
cluding the city of Calicut mentioned in

country as a whole is under the rule of
the bourgeoisie. In advanced imperialist

the above article.

An

action committee was formed

against this widespread corruption and
ancillary committees were formed in
and around ten kms. [6 miles] of the
Medical College. After wide propagan
da, creating public opinion, they decid
ed to strike.

And strike they did on March 23rd. A

notorious "physician" named George,
the head of Orthopedics, was put to
trial by the people's court in front of

Students Union] cadres. People resisted

the police attempt and a scuffle follow
ed. A strong contingent of police force
appeared on the scene and they severely
lathicharged a small section of people.

These

articles

describe

the

countries such as this, the revolution

[Lathis are long hardwood spear-like

must proceed along the path of insur
rection followed by civil war. But short

sticks used by police.] In the melee ten

of this, and in a modified way, there

People's
Court

Correspondence on May 1st

"People's

court"

and

"popular'

justice" have become words to sym
bolize a new upsurge amor^g the people
in Kerala. The initiative of the masses is

The Tigray
Struggle
and Its
International

Aspeas

holidays" whose main purpose were to
extoll the fake history of individual
monarchists, fascists and feudalists,

negating that the masses are makers of

history, has declared three important
events to be celebrated nationwide and
have been intact in the liberated areas

of Tigray hitherto.
These three events are: a) the historic
day, the Tigray people started their pro

most northern nation of Ethiooia. It
borders Eritrea in the north rnd north

VICTORY TO THE MASSES!

LONG LIVE INTERNATIONALISM!

Union of Tigreans in North America

tracted armed struggle (February 18,
1975), b) May 1st—May Day, c) March
8th—International Working Women's
Day.
By this, we can clearly see that the

struggle of the people of Tigray is part
Tigray Is an oppressed an 1 exploited

The poster attached to this letter is a
vivid example of how enthusiastically
May Day 1980 was celebrated in the
liberated areas of Tigray. The TPLF and
the Tigray masses have already started
an all-round preparation to celebrate
May Day 1981 on a greater scale.

For further correspondence, see
page 16.

and parcel of the international proletar
ian struggle.

let

loose

under

the

leadership

of

Marxist-Leninists to create a new no

tion of justice, totally and wholly dif
ferent in content and form from that we
see dramatized in the douriroom of the
country.

The organized power of the masses

who grasped this new concept of justice
has developed into a movement, both to
attack and annihilate the born enemies

of the people, and aI.so to handle the
contradictions among the people. Con
tradictions between people and enemies
are solved antagonistically and the con
tradictions among people are handled
non-aniagonistically.

As revolutionary mass work deepens
Continued on page 26

east and the Sudan in the west.

The people of Tigray have been en
gaged in an armed struggle for national
self-determination and liberation for the

A.

past 6 years. The 5 million Tigray people
under the correct leadership of the
Tigray People's Liberation Front(TPLF),
heroically defeating the different veiled
national and class enemies that tried to

arrest and hinder the Ethiopian revolu

tion in general, and the just struggle of
Tigray in particular, are now in a show
down

with the Soviet-backed fascist

junta of Ethiopia.

Imperialism being the root cause of
national oppression and exploitation, it
becomes necessary and decisive for
any genuine front or a party to teach the
broad masses the true face, character
istics and manifestations of interna

tional imperialism.
Understanding this fundamental con

cept, the TPLF is arming its fighters
and the people with the working class
ideology which is an important weapon
to assure victory. The TPLF has many a
■> time disclosed that "-national struggle
is the tactics and class struggle its ob
jectives."

The TPLF, abolishing the "national

Tigray—A May Day celebration in

fci

5

the liberated area, May 1, 1980.
Some of these celebrations were

quite large, including one attended
by 30,000 people.
The main slogans from the ban
ners in the crowd and around the

back of the amphitheatre read:

1} The world will fall into the
hands of the proletariat.

2) Workers and oppressed
people of the world unite.

3) May 1st is our holiday!

4) Down with imperialism,
the source of reaction.

5) Down with the Soviet
backed fascist Ethiopian
junta.

«

5^
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Spirit of Damian Garcia Lives On

Red Flag in Command on
Alamo Once Again
■
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At 10:25 a.m., on April 22, the one
year anniversary of the political

quickly pulled its raggedy act together

as.sassination

soon after the red

of

comrade

Damian

Garcia, the red flag once again com
manded (he azure sky above (he Alamo.

Inspired by the powerful image of the
red flag of the international proletariat
raised by Damian and two other

The

so-called

"objective" • press

flag ascended.

Originally the story went out over the
AP wires only to disappear from sight

chers reached the courtyard

where

Damian had been murdered, they stop
ped. All the balconies facing the court

yard were filled with people watching,
while on the ground the youth of the

awhile later. One San Antonio rock sta

projects continued to struggle over

tion reported the action one hour and
then played dumb the next. Still others
continued reporting it throughout the
day without, of course, any connection
to May Day 1981. Obviously last year's
action being joyously received around
the world among the oppressed was a

whether to keep the posters or tear them

starvation." whil.e the red flag flew on

ment to chativinism and reaction. For
at least a half an hour the crimson bat

lesson they dared not report.

the very spot where agents of the im

tle Hag flew as authorities tried in vain
to reach it. Finally, with the aid of a
long ladder, they succeeded in taking
the red flag down from its proud pin

authorities, no arrests were made. As

members of the Revolutionary May

Day Brigade last year, and vowing to
carry forward the spirit of Damian as
well, class-conscious proletarians struck
decisively at the imperialists' monu

nacle.

Conspicuous by their absence on thi.s
day, neither the Texas rag nor (he red,
white and blue flew over the Alamo.

Authorities

blamed

the

rain,

Much

to

the

chagrin

of the

Mrs. Johnson, the manager of the

up. Then—a red flag was planted in the
ground, and the marchers began to sing
the Iniernutiona/e. Suddenly all the

arguing stopped—and all that could be
heard was "Ari.se, you prisoners of

perialists

had tried—and

failed—to

snuff out the spirit of Damian
Garcia—and the spirit of revolution.

Alamo whined, exasperated at the fact:
"Flow can you arrest someone when
they are not there? They were just there
and gone." But the red flag over the
Alamo needed no one to linger on to ex
plain its significance.

San Ysidro, California—Tijuana, Baja
California, Mexico. On Wednesday,

April 22. a banner was raised right over
the highway on the border between
Mexico and the U.S. The banner read:

but

"Never forget the red Hag over the Ala

numerous other flags flew from official
buildings in San Antonio. Even the

mo and Comrade Damian Garcia."

had compelled the authorities to hide
their sacred symbols. Last year's image
of the Texas flag biting the dust at the

Los Angeles. At 5 o'clock p.m.. classconscious proletarians from around the
city converged on the Pico-Aliso Hous
ing Projects. Included were a number

Detroit, Michigan. On Damian Garcia
Day a multinational team of women
entered the cafeteria of the Ford River

possibility of the red flag being raised

foot of the Alamo would've' been just

of Salvadorans and Nicaraguans cotnc

too much to stand again.

to honor the ineniory of their murdered

Rouge Plant at lunchiime on the after

Simultaneously with the lofting of
the red flag, bundles of the RWh'n bus

RCP comrade Damian Garcia. As they

noon shift boldly posting a red banner

stops and other areas of San Antonio,

marciied through the project, passing
out posters and leaflets, everywhere

and a picture of Damian Garcia. After
agitating for quite a while about

along with posters of Damian on the

there was turmoil and discussion. Some

Alamo and press statements announc

windows already displayed Damian
Garcia posters. Some young children
put posters of Damian and May Day

Damian Garcia Day and May First
while the Revolutionary H'orker was

American siudents,

posters up on a shopping can and look

sold , they were brutally attacked by
Dearborn police who dragged.them out.
They were followed however, by the en

upon hearing of the bold action in Sah

it to the head of the march—a Damian
Garcia float . Armbands were

tire cafeteria of workers angered at this
vicious attack. The workers followed

ing the action. In Austin, Texas, at the
University of Austin, Iranian. Palesti
nian and

Latin

Antonio, took up the RW, intensifying

the preparations for May First. Clearly
the revolutionary spirit of Damian vvas

inspiring many who had not known him
directly.

distributed, and some yi>uth began to

the police out to the parking lot. They

sirtiggle iwcr whether or not to wear
them. Red flags went up..mi! there was
eoniroiersy e\ei>wheic. W iicn the nuir-

did not return to their machines until
ten minutes alter their lunchbrcak wa.s
supposed to be over.-
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correspondence on Mou 1st
Haitian Revolutionary
As we look at the turmoil that exists

in the world today, we say that the
proletarian class worldwide struggles
for the first of May to be a day of erup
tions, of life, as storms for revolution.
Look at the acts planned by the revolu
tionary groups, acts that they
themselves have taken in the heart of

the capitalist United States of America
and in other countries like Turkey, for
example, when the masses defied
curfews in 24 towns to protest. Now,
this year we must organize ourselves
with the masses so that revolutionary
workers will march on the guts of the

and threats of reprisals mounted,so did
the agitation from the revolutionaries
present calling on the students to break

out. The stakes were coming into
sharper focus for many. A decisive turn
came when a young Chicana defiantly
walked through the gate, turned around
and physically pulled several of her
friends out by the hand, opening the
floodgate as probably over 100
students surged out behind them. They
marched triumphantly down the

blue rag. So May First, all around, do

got out and asked me what I was doing.

that, and if possible, put up a nice red
flag of the proletariat. The bourgeoisie

I said I was tearing off the sticker. He
told me I was violating some ordinance
about destroying public property. Then
he asked me if I was a member of any
group and why was I taking the sticker
down, i told him 1 always hated Hitler
and the fascist regimes he stood for

will understand the power of the people
if everywhere their rag goes down to the
gutter or turns to ashes. Ho!

Breakout By the Elderly on May Day
The elderly is one of the most

neglected elements of society, being
old is supposed an indication of conser

streets. Black, white and brown fists

vatism so who would bother struggling

held high. . .towards a junior high
school to pull out even more students.

with this element of society over deep

political questions, much less calling

This time the administrators decided

them into motion for advanced actions

they couldn't risk even opening the gate

on May Day. The RCYB would, that's

bourgeoisie and our flag will fly in all

on the 5 foot high fence surrounding the

who.

the corners of the country as well as in
other countries. It is time for us, the pro

school, it

letarian class, to know our mission, to

put it into action and to break this chain

the capitalists have put on our feet.
The first of May is a day of liberation

was locked

shut. Many

students were still in their classrooms

looking out the window as the march
approached. Then all hell broke loose:
as the school officials looked on in hor

Imagine if on May Day, certain classconscious veteranSvOf struggle were to
become for that day honorary members
of the RCYB. Why not look for
breakouts among senior citizens, those
whose hatred of the system has only in
tensified with finding themselves only

work 8 hours a day, for those who sell
their goods on the street, those who

ror, students bolted from the
classrooms and the school yard...as
first one, then two, then everywhere you
looked 13 and 14 year old kids were

work the land, those who labor; it's a

scaling the fence to join the march. The

of hard work, or confined to the life kill
ing boredom of an institution or their

whole crowd took off for the local

private homes.

Safeway store (then the target of a na-.

for all revolutionaries, for those who

day for us to show our power to the
bourgeoisie, a day to send a lesson to
those capitalists. A day to show that we
won't sleep—we are preparing for
revolution. The first of May marks a day
of the rebel and the guerrilla, revolu
tionary workers, a day to politically

turned out in the streets after decades

liberate some zones in the world, a day

knocked aside, the students turned the

that changes the color, the color red in

grape section into one huge wine press
as they stomped the scab produce all

This would obviously not take the
same form as breakouts at high
schools, factories, etc. where organiza
tion around the paper has gene on in a
much more collective way. Never
theless a section of the elderly raising
the red flag on May Day, abandoning
the routine of their daily lives and hit
ting the streets with the ftCY and RW

over the floor. The march took off for yet

could have a'jolting effect on society as

another high school and another
Safeway when the pigs closed in. The
cops did not have an easy time of it as
they were forced to scramble after
youth who took off in all different direc
tions, although as I recall they eventual
ly rounded up about 50 students on

a whole, especially on the enforcers of
all oppression, including ageism, the
bourgeoisie.
Finally as it's stated in one of the
May Day articles these class-conscious
voices would be standing for the
elimination of all class divisions, not
merely for better treatment at the hands
of their oppressors.

the soul of the world, a day that marks
the end of alt injustice, a day when the
capitalists stop selling my people to cut
the cane, a defeat for all the fat bour

geoisie. a day of tremors and thunder.
May Day: I am a cyclone, I uproot, I cut
down all rotten capitalist systems. Red

deeper than blood. The first of May. the

springtime of the workers, the hour of
the planting of the seeds, the hour of

tionwide boycott by farmworkers for
selling scab grapes) where the police
and the store were caught off guard and

unprepared. After a brief confrontation
at the door where the manager got

truancy charges. Later that day, even

the springtime of the workers, of the

many of the parents who were less than

blockade of the bourgeoisie worldwide,

enthusiastic about their kids' actions

the hour that the masses take their

gained some deeper insight into what

spear to combat these bastards.

the whole thing was about in the first

from a Haitian worker who has taken

part in revolutionary struggles in San
to Domingo
(translated by the RW;

Over the Wail
Dear RW,

The call for people to "Break Out,

Break Free, Put the Red Flag in Com
mand" and Take History Into Our

Hands on May 1st, 1981 brought to
mind a story that deserves retelling on
the eve of May Day, since 1 think it

definitely captures the spirit of this call.

place

and

respect

for

their

I think they're reacting because May
First is coming up apd they're wanting
to uphold their old line. That's why
they're scared and wanting to know if I
was a member of any group. May 3rd is
coming also and other outbreaks.are
coming up this summer. They want to
be sure that they're going to come out

on top, instead of us with our flag.
They're trying to poison the minds of
youth.

On April 30th, the Nazis are planning
a meeting in the Greensboro public
library. They're trying to push their line
to counter May the First, the very next

day. They know they're running and
they're scared that people are seeing
the truth. So they're upholding the
racist, fascist, capitalist system and

trying to keep the Blacks, Japanese,
Native Americans and all minorities
down.

My idea for May Day of putting down
the old and bringing up the new is burn

ing the old U.S. Constitution and
holding up our new Constitution of the
RCP. Everybody get out and struggle for
May Day and voice your outrage against
the U.S. government and raise the red
flag on May Third too.
A Co-conspirator in
Greensboro, North Carolina

Family, friends and class of Damidn
Garcia:

In the year since his murder he has
not been forgotten nor his killers

Greensboro

forgiven.
Yesterday as I was leaving the library
studying up for the War Crimes
Tribunal, I stopped when I saw a Nazi
sticker with a picture of Adolph Hitler

tions and outrage at the police rampage
forced them to eventually drop all the

on a light pole, so I was tearing it off. A

charges and reinstate the students who

marked police, car- stopped and a cop

His sacrifice stands as an example to

all of us to continue to fight for the end

of all oppression, to win the victories
his memory merits..
I share the sorrow of his loss, and
Continued on page 17

were suspended for walking out.)
The breakouts from the schools not

only rocked Richmond and surrounding
cities, but word of it spread and in
spired many others around the coun

try—that picture of youth of all na
tionalities breaking loose to dare to

September 16th is a traditional day to

seize the future, hardly "polite protest"

celebrate Mexico's independence, but

but instead what the times demanded
and at each crucial juncture that day it

what happened in Richmond. California

checked my I.D. Then he let me go, war
ning that I'd, "Better not let him catch
me doing it again."
-

On Damian

Seattle RCYB member inspired by
certain suggestions from a
Nicaraguan youth

"troublesome" offspring when, as they

were waiting to pick up their sons and
daughters from the police station, the
police threatened to arrest them too for
loitering and trespassing!!(By the way,
widespread support for the youth's ac

and that's still in existence. So he toid
me to stand next to the car while he

—

Revolutionary Musician

I am a woman musician and songwriter for the past 15 years, and in the last year

or so my songs started to get down politically, and after so many years of trying to
get heard above the ringing of the cash register I finally took aim:
2,000 messages from the freeway to the TV screen
Tell me how to look and always keep my act clean

that day in 1969 was hardly traditional.

was the advanced who were clearer in

1969—the revolutionary upsurge of the
'60s was reaching, a high point.
Demonstrations against U.S. im

vision and resolutely stepped through

the forbidden gates which decisively

perialism's aggression in Vietnam rock

enabling them to bust loose. Today the

ed the country and the struggle against

times are even more urgent, and the road

the national oppression of Black and

forward a lot clearer—the situation

Chicano people was in full swing. But at

When 1 first wrote this song the title was Mr. Patriarch, because as a woman I de

cries out for red flags to be raised as
the youth "go over the wall."
P.S. Another thing that happened that

veloped a righteous hatred for what I thought was the root cause of alj misery and
oppression of the people here and around the world. But through struggle I came to

Richmond high schools things had
been relatively dormant although the
students couldn't help but be affected

by the debate and struggle raging
throughout society. Not long before, the
-local papers had been filled with tales

of gang violence and fighting between
Black and Chicano students (which the

bourgeoisie was obviously anxious to

promote as the prevailing state of af
fairs in the schools).

A national call for student walkouts

on Sept. 16 had been issued from a
Chicano youth conference. That morn

ing. when members of the Revolu
tionary Union(one of the main organiza

galvanized others who were wavering,

same year in one of the Richmond high
schools captures some of the same

spirit. On May 1st, a major "Free Huey"
rally was scheduled. A group of Black
students at the school organized
themselves to attend but their ride
didn't show, and they were stranded on
the school lawn. Not wanting to lose

out altogether, they decided to hold
their own rally on the spot, proceeded

to pull down the American flag and burn
it. It

must have been quite im

pressive—as it was later reported in the
press that a teacher who was watching

tions to later form the RCP) and of the
Black Panther Party arrived at the

from his classroom window had a heart

school, they were unsure what exactly

flames!

would go down—there were a few

attack when he saw the flag to up in

students at the school besides the
revolutionaries who had been actively

building for that day. but what about
the others? In the school yard were hun

dreds of undecided students milling
about behind a fence where the only

opening was a gate surrounded by
teachers and deans, pencils poised to
write down the name of any "inmate"
who dared to escape. As the tension

Naiive American

Having been involved for a number of
years with AIM (American Indian
Movement—RkV), it was always effec
tive to lower and trash to the gutter

(where it belongs) the red. white and

What do you want me to think, Mr. Patriot?
All I can say is it slinks Mr. Patriot.

You intimidate, humiliate, domesticate, and then you confiscate

You try to make me believe that I need your approval
When ail I really need is your swift removal.

understand that Mr. Patriarch is Mr. Patriot first and foremost. My hatred for patriar

chy developed to a fine point because to be a woman in this society means living in a
state of siege—the terror of rape, domestic violence, and the thousands of ways that
women are told to shut up and stay on their backs with our legs spread. But women

are coming awake with the realization that every act of violence against women is a
political act and these acts are becoming more widespread not less and many of us
have the scars to prove it. And it isn't only women being terrorized. People of every col
or, sex and age are being raped daily by the Imperialist rulers of this country. So ttie
question is what are we going to do about it. How do we achieve a society, a world
that is not based on exploitation and oppression? Some people will say there must be
a peaceful solution, a way to reason with the pigs that run this country. Well the fact Is
this country is moving towards war with the Soviet Imperialists. Right at this moment,
the two Imperiaiist Superpowers fight over and through the oppressed nations, using
the blood of millions to cover their moves towards war. I don't believe we can "reason
with rulers who seriously and cooly consider the slaughter of millions overnight as a
viable solution to their political and territorial differences. Nuclear war /s on the
horizon This is the concrete situation. Asking the Imperialists to stop the slaughter is

like asking a toad to quit catching flies. Yet Imperialism is decaying even now and it s
my belief that this process must be assisted in any way possible—
That is why May Day is vital to this process. That is why the red flag will be raised in
this city and slogans will be painted, shouted, chanted and hurled at the cringing
bourgeoisie. Already the RCYB here has begun this process and some of us are
preparing a surprise for the porno-kings who sell humiliation and degradation and
human flesh and call it free enterprise. As more and more women become unleashed
in this struggle to bring down this system, the bourgeoisie stands trembling in their
bloody boots. And they should tremble for their defeat comes closer by the hour.
A Revolutionary Musician
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Send May 1st Reports Right Away!
Conliniti'd from page 16
take special care to ensure his memory

Everywhere the red flag is raised on May 1st 1981, and every

and fighting spirit aren't forgotten by
my boys, the future he died for.

where readers of the Revolutionary Worker must take up the serious
task of immediately reporting on all the events of the day, in every ci
ty and in every sphere of society. This is a crucial part of preparing
for revolution, enabling the Party and the masses to sum up the deep

Long Live the Spirit of Oamian!
Carry the Red Flag Forward!
B.J.

chords struck among the proletariat and oppressed and the broad
impact throughout society of May 1st, and, in doing so, deepen our
assessment of the strength and influence of the revolutionary move
ment. The accounts of May 1st—as we saw in the historic battle of
May 1st 1980—will not only enable us to assess the situation, but
also will further enable the proletariat to intensify our work of
creating broad revolutionary public opinion, inspiring hundreds of
thousands more with the news and significance of May 1st 1961,
reported in our revolutionary press. So it is the duty of every classconscious fighter to sharpen their eyes and ears, and send written
reports, tapes, and photographs right away to the Revolutionary
Worker. Because of the great importance of such news of May 1st
actions in various countries in developing the international move
ment of the proletariat, foreign born workers and students and all
others who are in contact with the revolutionary struggle in other
countries should also try to get reports on May 1st demonstrations
and actions internationally. These reports, even if they are brief,
should be sent to the RW immediately after May 1. In the days and
weeks following May 1st, we will continue to publish further reports

Houston, Texas

Nicaraguan
In the land of lakes and volcanos, the
land of Tarillo and Sandino, there was a
dictator, the Father of the Somoza

"dynasty.' since the 1940s. Somoza

Garcia, trying to curry favor with the
workers, granted

the

Work

Codes

{Codigo de Trabajo) in demagogic form,
laws which seldom worked in favor of

our fellow class workers: Somoza's

scales of justice always tilted towards
the capitalist. This, plus all the social
injustices, led our brothers to close
ranks, demonstrating in strikes and
other protests.

May Day was a day which the work
ing class greeted with much happiness
in massive rallies in every province in
Nicaragua;
in
Managua —the
capital —we marched through the
streets carrying signs with political and
economic slogans, everything suc

and more detailed information and we would like to receive informa

tion, including photos, news clippings, both from the revolutionary
and bourgeois press, cultural materials from other countries, and so
on. Send all reports, tapes, photos and clippings to the Revolu
tionary Worker, Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Illinois 60654.
Or, deliver them to the RCP in your local area (See addresses page
2). Bear in mind that the Post Office is part of the bourgeois state ap
paratus when writing reports and selecting photographs.

cessful, the whole working class was
pleased, but

the

yankee

puppet,

Somoza Garcia, was not happy liecause
the

revolutionary

workers

demonstrated. Reprisals, prison, tor

tures, deportations and more were
unleashed against the leaders of the
proletariat, demonstrations were legal
ly banned. In public and legal form, the
CGT (General

Confederation

of

Workers), which joined together unions
and some companies of the Somoza

family and of Somoza himself, and the
state employees, were forced to par
ticipate in the "great" gathering of fvlay
Day, where Somoza and his lackeys

distorted the essence of May Day with

For Their Freedom!

Nicaragua triumphed. El Salvador,
North America with the RCP will follow.
Fraternal and Revolutionary Greetings

from a Nicaraguan in L.A.
(Translated by the RW)

demagogic rhetoric. The uncompromised, the free and revolutionary workers,

Down with the Language Barrier

political and righteous organizations,
One day we took a May Day poster,

the picture was all about; she decided
to get the RW and struggle with her
brother, who knows more English, to

REVOLUTION! The imperialist dogs are
trying now to stuff the lives of our

read it with her.

children into the dead skins of our
ancestors: or as our leader said In

By this time all people had posters,
some had RWs and May First had

wine into old wineskins."

definitely blasted through the language
barrier. We still need the RW in a lot of

languages, but May Day and the red
flag has meaning for the oppressed

Palestine, 33 A.D. "'Vou cannot put new
What we are doing, is to serve notice
that the Community New Covenant, our

organization, will stand resolutely in

federation of Independent Workers),
those of Marxist leanings and student

with a Vietnamese translation hand

worldwide; it's the flag of interna

written across it, to a project where

tionalism. It reminded me of what one

organizations didn't tremble

80% of the residents are from Laos.

Black man had said earlier in the week,

the ranks of the vanguard of revolu
tionary struggle, we will make every
aspect of our lives an act of revolution,
we refuse to equate ourselves with the

Cambodia and Vietnam.
■
We'd been there once before with

"When people raise their heads above

oppression perpetrated by capitalism,

the water it can be. sepn from across the

Chinese RWs and stirred up a lot of
controversy over the red' flag and
Chiang Ching."

ocean, as far away as the Far East." '

we refuse to recognize its claim upon
us, we look to the building of revolu
tionary future in a world free of exploita
tion and domination, a world of peace
and fraternity, a world which we will

together with the CGTI (General Con

before

Somoza's military dogs who blocked all
demonstrations, trying to break them

up at gunpoint, by shootings, tear gas_
and other tactics taught and directed

by the yankees, the Enemy of Humani
ty. Did they succeed? No. As they
dispersed one group, twelve more ap
peared. because the workers were train
ed by Orientacion Popular, a guiding

newspaper and defender of the people
(sold clandestinely). The struggle, the
desire for freedom grew every day,
some fell, others were born into the life

This time there were two of us with

papers and posters. It was like walking
into a village in another country, people

hanging out around the outside talking.
People started coming around us and
one translated the May Day poster. Kids

of insurrection and in later years into
the FSLN, which due to its actions

were asking us for posters and red
flags. Some of the kids, learning
"English as a second language" in the
project schools, became a crucial part

became the vanguard of all the people,

of the scene as translators as well as

achieving complete triumph on July 19,
1979, a day when the sun of freedom
shone.

May Day, 1980: music, parades,
firework bombs and rockets (that ex

pressed life and happiness, not U.S.
bombs and rockets, which represent

death and grief). The people marched
without fear nor caution, a free people

demonstrating their desire to build a
new country, a new Marxist society, at
whatever cost, a socialist society. We

fight for

it

l ike

our

brother

participants.
One Black youth explained how she
and her family fight against the an

tagonism stirred up against these immi
grants for supposedly stealing jobs,

Revolutionary Christian

fight for. May Day '81 is but a signal, to
all, that the potential exists for an

RW & RCP:

outline how I feel about the revolu

explosion, that will herald the end of
capitalism and imperialism, and the
vanguard of revolutionary socialism

tionary struggle, the ultimate goal of

shall be the victors. Many will perish,

I feel it is imperative that I should

liberation from oppression, and its
significance to May Day '81. I have
heard of last year's May Day demos,
and found it to be a great leap forward
In the struggle to educate the masses,
but it must not stop there. May Day
should be repeated everyday, to serve
notice to the ruling class, that the peo-,

victims of their own errors, others may
fall in

the hard

battle ahead, new

fighters and leaders will emerge in the
heat of the revolutionary struggle. But

the people,shall WIN! '
We. the Community New Covenant,re

nounce the system of oppression, cor

ruption, exploitation of capitalism, we
are to be dedicated and immersed in the

welfare dollars. She said, "These are

pie have had enough of their outrages
perpetrated in hypocrisy and deceit. It

my friends" and went on to say how she

Is now time to let the Imperialists know

revolutionary struggle, we exist to be a
servant and "midwife" of the process of

teaches them English and in turn they

they shall not crush the People's

liberation and the overthrow of the op

are teaching her Laotian and Viet

Revolution, and they shall not be the

pressive order of capitalism, we exist

namese. Her mother and grandmother
took bundles of papers and posters too.

victors. The oppressed peoples and na

not for ourselves, but to serve the revolu

tions must not pin their hopes for

tion. May Day -81 shall be noted, it shall

A Laotian was trying to figure out
how to translate the May Day Poster in

will also win,

to his language. She asked. "Is this

because when the people decide to be
free, they take it. at whatever cost.

sant?" Through trying to explain he was

Salvadoreans, who

A co-conspirator

man (on the poster) a soldier or a pea

revolution and liberation on the "sen-

be seen and felt throughout the world,

sibleness" of imperialism

from the U.S. to El .Salvador, from
Russia, to Poland, from the smallest

and its

lackeys. The oppressed will only
triumph by strengthening their unity
and persevering in the struggle. We

hamlet, to the largest metropolitan
centers in the nations. SEIZE THE DAY.
CRUSH THE SICKNESS THAT INFECTS
OUR WORLD. LIBERATION IS OUR

Comrades of North America, the

a worker wearing a hardhat, not a

must seize the day to break with

struggle is hard, the conditions and way
of struggle are different here, but
nothing can stop the battle in the heart

helmet, we learned that these people

capitalism, which is a structure of sin.

weremainly from the Laotian highlands

A united and co-ordinated resistance

where communal farming and sharing
the land was a way of life and that men
in Laos were mainly either peasants or

to exploitation and domination must be

Liberation or Death!

forged. May Day '81 is only a beginning.
War and oppression have a long history

Your Comrade & Brother

soldiers. We got two posters translated,

in human affairs. They cannot be over

Streets United as One Class—Proletar
ians—Political ly" Led by One

one for the project and one to take to
other areas of the city to further build

'81 can serve as a vehicle to educate

Newspaper— Obrero Revolucionario
and Led by One Party^-the Revolu
tionary Communist Party. In this way
and only in this way. will we end this

for May First. Another woman was look
ing at the back of the RW No. 100 trying

the people to make revolution.
America is imagined to be the land of

to understand the caption about the

liberty, it is hard for

Red Flag poster so popular during the

realize they have surrendered their free

Iranian insurrection. I tried to explain

dom to generals, corporate pigs, CIA,

"Iran," suddenly her whole face lit up'
and she exclaimed, "Shah!" and
started telling everyone else there what

etc. But that is our situation, a yoke has

of the CAPITALIST BEAST where you
were born, or where we live.

May Day, 1981; Everyone to the

decade with freedom's sun at our door.

Long Live May Day! Long Live the
Revoiuiionary Worker\ Long Live the
RCP! Long Live Those Who Truly Fight

come except through struggle. May Day

americans "to

been placed upon the people, a yoke
that shall be broken by only-one thing:

GOAL, REVOLUTION IS OUR TOOL.

M.G-

Community New Covenant
Detroit
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BRIXTON
Conlinucd from pa};e 5
opinion of the Brixton community),
was to be the most well organized effort
to date. Hundreds of specially picked
cops with a knowledge of the Railton
Road area—now dubbed "the front

is often asked, on both sides of the ra

lines" by the rebel youth in Brixton—
were deployed in plainclothes and given
license to jack up anyone in sight. A
special helicopter was even brought in
to flush "suspects" from a children's
playground. Police in unmarked cars

swooped through the community, leap
ing out, as one account put it, "in a
style learned from American TV se

rials," cursing and shoving people up
against the wall.

that still larger sections of the masses
will join the fray as things develop and

citizen of the United Kingdom and Co

misfortunes?" This letter was fun the

all the underlying contradictions of im

lonies dominated by the British impe

same day as the Times editorialized: "It

rialists. (See letter from Britain on page

cial divide, why the blacks are not more
like the Jews or any other wave of im

perialism intensify.
The struggle of the oppressed nation
alities in Britain has become a spark
bringing broader ranks into the strug

migrants this country has absorbed.

gle. This upsurge flies in the face ofthe

One big reason is their attitude toward

British rulers' wave of intensified na

and to turn more readily to crime, and

self-help... we suggest that if the blacks
organized, politically and economical
ly, with the determination shown by
those who have come before them they
would make more headway than by a
score of riots."

How much more naked, we might ask,

tional oppression against those they

zens of the "remaining colonies"; and
3) British Overseas, for the heo-colonial

for decades throughout Britain. They
have run out their most openly reac
tionary elements like MP (Member of

"subjects," i.e., Asians from East Afri
ca, Malay Chinese and other groups.
Unfortunately for the British rulers,

Parliament) Enoch Powell and the Na

what is on the rise in Britain as shown

tional Front (a counterpart of the Ku

by the rebellion in Brixton and the up
risings in its wake is that the propertyless proletarians are increasingly less

All this is, of course, very revealing,

can the British rulers and their Times

Klux Klan) to call for the enforced

mouthpieces get? They have even gone

deportation from England of all non-

so far as to invent a new definition of a
race riot to accommodate some of the

white immigrants—Africans, West In
dians, Pakistanis, Indians, etc. Along

embarrassing facts about what went

with this has been stepped-up armed
reactionary violence against immigrant

been patting themselves on the back
and providing some exposure of their
U.S. allies in the process by whining
that a similar upheaval in the U.S.
would have been dealt with "by con

trolled gunfire at selected targets" (as
.one former British police chief put it).
Trying to play down the British bour
geoisie's troubles, he added, "Those

down in Brixton—in particular, the fact

during the upheaval to a place only a
few hundred yards from the Brixton po

not a race riot is to play wishfully with
words. There are more ways than one
of identifying a racial conflict. It does
not need to pit whites against blacks,

there had been marked "retaliation by

lice station where he encountered blacks

far-right political groups: the local Hin
du center in my constituency (Edge
Hill, an Indian community—/? HO was

and whites preparing to battle with the
police. Escorted back to the street by
one youth, he later wrote, "The young

but can just as effectively be created by
blacks against the police. Although

attacked with petrol bombs; the Sikh
temple gutted; one Indian restaurant

lad whose face I shall never forget said
this before he let go of my hands:

some whites joined in the looting, with

also suffered an arson attack."

out the Brixton blacks—arid their col

Presently before Parliament is the
new British Nationality Bill (known as
the Who-is-British Law), which would

'There's going to be a big big lot more,
just tell'em that. We ain't kidding.'" It
is this spectre that is haunting the rulers

of deprivation specifically as a racial
group—the Brixton riot would not have

iow "modern" and "enlighten

ed" iritish police methods are, howew

IS indicated for one by the "sus"

It is interesting to note the absurd

lengths to which the bourgeoisie will go
in order to distort the real significance
of what occurred in Brixton. It is indi

cative of their attempts to paper over

the profound political and economic
crisis of imperialism generally, and of
the death-bound nature of British capi

tually unlimited powers of stop and

law—is somewhat out of fashion this

talism in particular, that is increasingly
threatened by, as one British commen
tator explained, "outbreaks of violence
emanating from the 'new poor,' redun

year since the government has made

dant workers and the unemployed."

noises about repealing it. So instead,
the cops have used the more "modern"

While unemployment among black

Metropolitan Police Act of 1839, which
empowers them "to stop, search and

is also a hefty 20% for whites who also
live in the multiracial community—low

detain...any person who may be rea
sonably suspected of having or convey

er working-class, young squatters for
merly from more affluent areas and
desperate for housing, even some

grancy Act of 1824—the original "sus"

lower-level

include "having a bulge in his jeans

number of whom were arrested in the
rebellion. A worried article in last

more than a foil for the reality of stripeshirted police goon squads who roam
the streets in disguise, beating people at
will. He described the experience of a

photographer who was standing near
the Brixton police station during the re
bellion when "through a line of police
men surrounding the station walked a

group of about 15 men dressed in jeans,
casual shirts and jackets. One had a

pickaxe handle, some had rubber tubes,
and I saw a piece of chain about 18
inches long. 'What's that bloody rab
ble?' asked one of the uniformed of

ficers. A colleague replied, 'It's OK.
They're ours.'"
Meanwhile in what the British press

wishfully referred to as "The After
math," the bourgeoisie has stepped up

Send the

Revolutionary

youth in Brixton is a whopping 4097o, it

ing in any manner anything stolen."
Reasonable grounds for such suspicion

pocket," etc. And amid the reams of pi
ty in the British press deploring the
plight of the "poor, defenseless and illequipped bobbies" (pictured crouching
passively behind riot shields), one re
porter revealed how this image is little

white

Message of the
Voice of the
.'Vc

professionals, a

week's Economist put it in this (typical
ly racist) way: "Police methods for cop
ing with crime have provided most
young people in the area, including lawabiding and bedraggled-looking whites,
with a perpetual grievance against po
licemen....Black people, because of

-*rr

their appearance, are outstandingly lia
ble to be humiliated in this way...(but)

r

one of the revelations of the Brixton
riots has been the extent to which young

white people share the blacks' antipolice anger, and are ready to push it to
the point of fighting
The first inci
dents involved blacks only. They were

soon joined by young unemployed
whites, and the last and worst riots of
rampage were fairly multi-racial."
What comes through here, besides

There are thousands of brothers and

sisters behind bars who have refused to
be beaten down and corrupted in the

dungeons of the capitalist class; who
thirst for and need the Revolutionary
Worker.

This weapon of revolution continues

to pass through the hands of many

the profound disdain not only for the
oppressed nationalities but also for the
"bedraggled" white masses, is undis
guised alarm-ringing at the potential

the Revolutionary-Worker Network Con

that lies in the combination of these

spiracy behind the prison walls—grow

times the number of prisoners who
subscribe to it at present. These

prisoners are fast becoming a part of

its media assault designed to portray the

ing numbers of prisoners who are

Brixton rebellion as a "racial incident."

tion of their mutual class interests—

writing to us requestion subscriptions

The London Times, for example, print

more and more characterized by multi
national unity and struggle—all of

to the Revolutionary Worker.

attribute the rising of West Indians

If you are planning a subscription to

which adds up to unknown tons of

the Revolutionary Worker tor yourself or

social TNT that is beginning to explode

one-year subscription to a prisoner and

a friend, donate the cost of a second

against systematic and vicious oppres

in the imperial faces of Britain's rulers.

sion at the hands of the British ruling
class as the innate senseless violence of
a race of subhumans who deserve what
ever abuse is heaped upon them. Take,

As the London Daily Telegraph put it:
"Someone will no doubt try to establish
a causal relationship between the

Thunder. . . and the Storm Begins,"

money supply and the Molotov cocktail

from his Peacock Throne.

for example, the following, which typi
fies some of the "theories" of why the
rebellion started: "Given the attitude of

many young West Indians to the police,
their apparently low threshold before
violence (!), the immediate cause is not
the important cause....Must we not
recognize a specifically ethnic factor
which predisposes West Indian youth—
either through things uniquely done to

them or through their own upbringing
—to reject police and other authority

Revoiutionary
Communist Party
Crashing
through the
Prison Walls.

"lower strata" and the growing realiza

ed a barrage of letters spewing forth ra
cial stereotypes and slanders, trying to

'□

of Britain.

occurred."

(suspicion) laws used as a basis for vir
search. The most common one, the Va

the account of one Indian freelance

journalist who was taken blindfolded

Times that after the upheaval in Brixton

lective sense of repression, of injustice,

Ju

they are with who is on what side of the
police lines. Notable in this light was

communities. One liberal member of
Parliament revealed in the London

might ponder what the New Standard
reckoned was the 'worst incident' of

concerned with "Who-is-British" than

that large numbers of white youth took
part in the rebellion:"To say that what
happened in Brixton last weekend was

who think south London rates a place
in the international violence league

Sunday night (i.e. a policeman shot by a
youth with an airgun)...New York
should be so lucky."(You know the im
perialists are in trouble when they start
compp'mg notes in such a fashion.)

19) This is to be replaced with three

different citizenship classifications for
the British empire: 1) British, for those
with the right to live in England; 2)
British Dependent Territories, for citi

have smashed down and superexploited

considering the inordinate amount of
boasting by the British ruling class
about how rheir police are so "enlight
ened" and use only the most "modern
democratic methods." Indeed, in the
wake of Brixton, the British rulers have

abolish the present single category of

to look to outside causes for their own

But if it were the case that unem

ployment and deprivation in a direct
and literal sense cause violence (i.e.

rebellion—/? HO then it would also be

necessary to explain why Liverpool or
Newcastle, for example, are not in a
state of insurrection." However, what
Britain's rulers fear if things continue

the way they are going is precisely that
decaying, working class cities with high
unemployment like Liverpool and New
castle may well explode, and even more

receive an 8-page supplement "The
featuring scenes of the February
insurrection in Iran that swept the Shah

$20 for a one-year subscription
Make checks payable to:
RCP PUBLICATIONS
Send to:
RW Prisoner Subs
P.O. Box 3466

Chicago, IL 60654
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British Comrade Writes on

Background of Brixton
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
against this racist law, introduced by
Home Secretary William Whitelaw
(yes!), with 50,000 people marching in
protest, but the media largely ignored
it

'yop

The intensifying state racism from
the 1960s onwards has proved to be a
fertile breeding ground for. fascist

f

groups. There are now a number of fas

cist organisations, the major ones being
the National Front and the openly Hit

RRC.st
i.fvw

lerite

British

Movement....These

degenerates managed to build up some
support in the late 1960s and early

t

1970s when some tens of thousands of

refugee Asians from Kenya and Uganda
came to Britain. They have preyed on
fears about jobs and housing in the face
of rapidly rising unemployment and an
intensifying housing shortage, and have

i

engaged in terroristic attacks on black

people, including many firebombings

1

and murders. By the mid-1970s the Na

tional Front was beginning to gain sig
nificant votes in local elections, and in
various parts of the country mostly

white radicals set up anti-racist and ,
anti-fascist committees to combat the
fascists

• ■

By around 1977 the Labour Party
leaders were becoming very alarmed at

their loss of support to the National
Front in local elections. The SWF (the
Trotskyist Socialist Workers Par

Derr\onstratior\ in Nottingham
shortly before the rebellion in Brixton.
The following contains the major
portions of a letter to the RW from a
member of the Nottingham Communist
Croup in Britain. It was written imme

diately after the outbreak in Brixton to
explain some of the background of the
situation.

workers into Britain

was possible

dwindling support among the skilled

because they had British citizenship as
subjects of the now renamed British

labour aristocracy, who tend to be
among the more racist sections of the

Commonwealth (sic). The West Indians
in particular had been subjected to
generations of imperialist indoctrina
tion to the effect that they were the

great emphasis on immigration con

"children" of the "mother country"

working class, and so also they place

ty—HO obligingly stepped in by, in co

operation with Labour leaders, setting up
a national campaign called the Anti-Nazi
League. By the use of_expensive news
paper adverts and stunts such as rock

concerts this campaign did succeed in
mobilising hundreds of thousands of
people. However, it largely ignored
state racism and attacked the fascists as

trols.

What is more, most of the white "ra
dical" elements, revisionists and Trotskyists, have spared no effort in trying
to cover up for Labour Party racism. In
the part of Nottingham where the writer

"Nazis" and implied that this was not
"British." Thus one form of reactionchauvinism—was used to attack other
forms—racism and fascism. Further

HERE TO STAY, HERE TO FIGHT!

Britain. However, the fate that awaited

The anti-police riots in Brixton,
South London, are just the latest in a

long series of clashes between black

them was to become the most oppressed
substratum of the working class, openly
discriminated against in jobs, housing
and in public places such as dance hails

Member of Parliament is a millionaire

ing" influence on the character of mo
bilisations against fascist marches

people here and the British state. For

and public houses. The first generation

property speculator who made his for

through areas where blacks live. On one

years, relations between the police and

tune by driving out poor tenants, often

the various black communities situated

of immigrants were more willing than
their children to put up with a certain

in some large British cities—London,

amount of discrimination and. preju

Birmingham, Leicester, Nottingham,
etc.—have become increasingly hos

dice. Their perspective often was that
they were only here on a temporary

tile

basis and when they had saved some

Anglo-Rhodesian

notorious occasion when 100,000 peo
ple attended a rock concert organised
by the ANL in Brixton, the fascist Na
tional Front was marching through
Brick Lane, another area of London
with a Bengali community, on the same

Precisely because Britain was the first
and for a long time the major modern
imperialist power, racism is deeply

money they would return home. "I'm

only temporarily domiciled here" was
an expression one often heard. In fact,

around saying, when asked about black
people, "You know my policy—send

embedded in British society. For nearly

few black immigrants have ever man

protest has ever come from the refor

two hundred years a stream of racist
filth has poured forth in the form of
books, newspaper stories, films, TV
"comedy," etc. A thousand "epics of
the Empire" portrayed the oppressed
peoples in the colonies of the British
Empire as half-witted simpletons
and/or evil, treacherous savages. This

aged, given low wages and sporadic em
ployment, to save up enough to return

Labour Party.

home. As for the second generation,

mostly from here, they know no other
country and thus the militant slogan
now increasingly heard; "Here to stay,

here to fight!" And as recent events

of this article lives, the sitting Labour

black, from decaying inner city dwell
ings in London and then converting
them into luxury flats. This racist creep
(one"of his many businesses is called

Securities) goes

them back." Yet barely a murmur of

mist left, either inside or outside the
Ever since 1962 more people have
been leaving Britain than the number
who enter. Yet the bourgeois politicians
and media try to pretend the opposite is

was petering out and corhpetition be

the case. They try to conjure up an im
age of Britain as being like an overload
ed lifeboat, in danger of sinking if a few
more people scramble aboard. Of

ticularly crude example being the film

tween white and black workers for jobs

course, we should not fall into the trap

Zulu made back in the 1960s. Virtually

and housing began to intensify. The
bourgeois politicians were quick to re
spond by trying to whip up racist senti

to keep out black but not white immi
grants was passed by the then Conser

of playing the numbers game in com
batting racism. The problem is racism
and imperialism and not the number of
people in the country who happen to be
black, brown, etc. However, to place
the matter in perspective, it is worth
pointing out that there are only about 2
million black people in Britain (about
3.5% of the total population), of whom

vative government

about half were born here. What is

sort of racist indoctrination has per
sisted in the neo-colonial era, a par

all the film consisted of waves of Zulu

warriors being massacred by British
soldiers. More recently, in the 1970s
there was an outburst of "Irish jokes,"

show, they mean it!
By the early 1960s the post-war boom

ments. They began to talk about "an
uncontrollable flood of black immi

all of them based on the proposition

grants" into Britain, and in 1962 the

that the Irish are stupid. Clearly this
was a response to the Irish people's
renewed struggle against British im
perialism.
However, it is only during the period

first of a whole series of laws designed

since World War II that sizable num

bers of black people have come to live
in Britain. This was brought about by

Since that time the two major bour

geois parties, Conservative and Labour,
have vigorously conducted a Dutch auc
tion to see who can put in the lowest bid

the labour shortage caused by the post

on the race issue. In 1968 a Labour

war economic boom....For example,

government further tightened restric

more, while there are areas where these
national minorities tend to be concen

trated, for example Asians in Southhall, London and West Indians in Brix
ton, there are no predominantly black
ghettos such as Harlem in the U.S.A.
Nonetheless, the bourgeois politicians

London Transport, who owns the fami

tions on the entry of black immigrants,

liar red buses and underground trains,

and the succeeding Conservative go

devise ever more ingenious ways of at

sent recruiting teams out to the West In

vernment closed some gaps with further

dies. From the late 1940s nearly up to
the 1960s thousands of people desperate

legislation in 1971. The role of the

tacking the civil rights of black people.
The last Labour government was about

social-democratic Labour Party has

to introduce a new Nationality Act to

been particularly disgusting. On the one
hand, the majority of black people have
voted Labour (rather like blacks tend to

effectively deprive blacks in the British

for work as a lesult of the underdevel-

opment of their countries caused by

British imperialism came to Britain,
where, they found employment in the

lowest paid, least skilled and desirable
jobs that indigenous workers could now
avoid. The entry of these immigrant

Commonwealth countries of British ci

racist noises. But on the other hand,

tizenship status. In 1979 this govern
ment was replaced by the present Con
servative one and they are about to pass
similar legislation. Last week in Lon

they are desperate to retain their

don there was a massive demonstration

vote Democratic in America),-and so

Labour politicians make some anti-

more, the ANL exercised a "restrain

day. Upon hearing this the concert
crowd wanted to go and oppose the fas
cists. However, the ANL leaders as
sured the crowd that this was already in
hand, even though it was not. As a re

sult, the fascist march was virtually un
opposed. In the 1979 General Election
the National Front received an insignificani

vote

Almost

imme-

diately the ANL disappeared, having

served its real purpose of saving La
bour's electoral bacon as opposed to

carrying on the sustained struggle
against racism and fascism.
During the last two years the fascists,
disappointed with their electoral fail
ure, have turned to open terrorism di
rected against blacks and white radi
cals. In particular, they have had some
success in recruiting disaffected, unem

ployed white youth. Kids wandering
around wearing swastikas and giving
"Sieg Heil!" salutes are now a fairly
common sight. But the fascists have not
got it all their own way. As in Brixton
this week, in St. Paul's, Bristol last year

the people, mostly black youth but also
together with a noticeable number of
white teenagers, chased the police off
the streets. Although not yet at a very

politically conscious level, the class
struggle among young workers in Bri
tain is intensifying. Will the fascists suc
ceed in splitting the working class along
racial lines or will the younger genera

tion of emerging militants rise to a
higher level of class consciousness and
lead a broad, united movement against
the forces of bourgeois reaction? Per

haps, In some ways on the surface of
things past events offer little encourageConlinued on page 26
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Preparing for Future Clampdowns

Presidential Pardon Bestowed

on Convicted FBI Bag-Men
When two former top officials of the

thing it symbolizes, and who fight to rid

FBI, W. Mark Felt and Edward Miller,

ihc vNorld of iis slinking corpse. Flien,

The Reagan pardon was right in line

to promote the bourgeoisie's contention

were convicted last November of con

with the whole thrust of the Felt-Miller
trial which ended with their conviction

that there are "nominal criminal cases"

ducting warrantless burglaries ("black
bag jobs") of the homes of friends and
relatives of suspected radical fugitives,

mocking the sham prosecution of Felt
and Miller which the government had
conducted, the President -makes it

in early November on charges of "con

and there are "foreign intelligence
cases" in which the pretense of legal

perfectly clear that the Director of the

spiracy to deprive citizens of their civil

restrictions should be waived and "no

it was obvious even then that the go

FBI, the Attorney General and the Pre

rights" for their role in a series of bur

holds barred" attacks unleashed. This,

vernment was not about to send its own

sident were fully aware of the illegal ac
tivity, encouraged and authorized it,

glaries on apartments of friends and re

mind you, from the same gang of hypo

latives of the Weather Underground.

and looked forward to its results.

(The Weatherman organization, which
formed during the mass upsurge of the

crites and imperialists who operate the
biggest crew of secret agents, spies, ter
rorists, assassins, and mad bombers the
world has ever seen. . .

cops to jail. And in granting the two top
burglars full and unconditional presi
dential pardons last week, Ronald Rea
gan acted to underscore this fact and to
hail the former agents for carrying out
the jobs for which they were hired.
Even further, in issuing a public state-

"Four years ago, thousands of draft
evaders and others who violated the Se

'60s, despaired of the possibility of pro

lective Service laws were uncondition

letarian revolution in the U.S. and, out

ally pardoned by my predecessors,"

raged by the crimes of U.S. imperial
ism, advocated a strategy of excitative

Reagan went on. "America was gene

meni, Reagan concentrated and was an

rous to those who refused to serve their

extension of the brazen reaction which
has characterized the trial of Felt and

country in the Vietnam war. We can be
no less generous to two men who acted
on high principle to bring an end to the

Miller from the beginning. Far from be
ing a concession to public outrage over
the COINTELPRO activity of the FBI,
the conduct of the trial and ensuing par

don and praise have been an integral
part of a wider ruling class campaign to
reverse the popular verdict against the

100%."

terrorism that was threatening our na

tion." What Reagan is doing here is
more than lamenting the fact that the
"traitors" got pardoned while poor
suffering FBI dogs like Felt and Miller
have been abused. The main message is

terror in support of the national libera
tion struggles.)

During the 7-1 /2 week trial, the bour
geoisie went to great lengths in their at
tempts to lay the basis to further un
leash their state security agencies, run

this question of international unity was

And with all these attem'pts to pre

pare the way for stronger police mea
sures in the coming period, it is not sur
prising that the name of Bob Avakian
was dropped into the testimony along
with repeated assertions that the Revo
lutionary Union (the organization
which led in forming the RCP) was a
creation of a "Chinese Communist es

ning out their "foreign agents and ter

pionage agent" and was linked with in

rorists" scenario and stressing the need

ternational terrorism. For example, a

for tough government powers, especial
ly during war time. None other than

stipulation introduced into evidence in

Richard Nixon and five former Attor

the trial read: "It was also in April,
1970 that the Revolutionary Union re

'70s (repressive activities which the go

simple and clear: "You who challenged
us in the past were lucky, we were 'ge

ney Generals testified, all recounting

ceived an invitation from the Black

vernment has continued to pursue and

nerous' and let you off easy, but not

the fact that at the time of the FBI

perfect), and to strengthen their repres
sive apparatus in preparation to lash
out even more viciously in the period
ahead against those who represent the
revolutionary future, painting them as
"agents of international terrorism."

this time—now our dogs will have their
day." There was, of course, no gene
rosity involved in the bourgeoisie's de
cision to pardon draft resisters four
years ago. This was a decision based on
the political necessity that they faced
coming off a period of massive opposi
tion to their imperialist war in which the
nature of their system stood starkly ex
posed. And it is precisely the desperate
necessity that they now face with world
war looming and the possibility of their
whole set-up going up for grabs that is
compelling them to further strengthen

burglaries, "the country was at war"

Panther Party to send four to six indi
viduals as part of a group led by Clea
ver, who had previously been in contact

police actions during the '60s and early

"America was at war in 1972," said

Reagan in his pardon statement, and
"Messrs. Felt and Miller followed pro

cedures they believed essential to keep
the Director of the FBI, the Attorney
General and the President of the United
States advised of the activities of hostile

foreign powers and their collaborators
in this country." Here Reagan not only

and besieged by those who were "en

couraging the enemy." Nixon cried
- crocodile tears about having to write
letters to the parents of those whom he

with Robert Avakian, to North Korea

for training." Here the obvious gratui
tous reference to Bob Avakian—one of

many such "references" to individuals
—is intended to build step by step the

sent to be killed in Vietnam. And ignor

ing the fact that the U.S. dropped more
tons of bombs on Vietnam than were

basis for justifying past government

dropped in all of World War 2, Nixon
instead complained that 23 people had
been killed by bombs in the U.S. during
th^ same period!
Pursuing the point that the political

surveillance on revolutionaries and in

opposition of the masses to imperialism

creased hounding in the future.
Another feature of the Felt-Miller

trial was its use as a means of perfecting
new legal techniques for future political
trials. Totally new procedures were em
ployed whereby all the evidence was

a carte blanche authorization to commit

Felt-Miller trial was a part.
The content of the President's mess

can only be the work of spies and fo
reign agents, day after day of testimo
ny, much of it outright lies, was drag

any outrage-but then goes on to brand

age was certainly not lost on former

ged out to support the contention. Yet

handed two copies of documents, one

those who stood with the just struggles
of the people of Vietnam, Cambodia
and other countries subject to attack
and domination by U.S. imperialism as

FBI associate director Felt, who, grin

the "evidence" itself was a profound

ning like a Cheshire cat at a press con
ference in his lawyer's office, described

testament to the popular opposition to

imperialism and the desire to reach out

the pardons as having "tremendous
symbolic value." "This is going to be
the biggest shot in the arm for the intel

in solidarity with the oppressed peoples
of the world. At one point one witness
was even asked, "What does 'solidari

the original and the other heavily cen
sored. They could use the original to
"refresh their memory" (about what
not to say), but only the censored ver
sion was made a part of the public
record. Attorneys were actually in

ligence community for a long time," he

ty' mean? Is this a frequently used word

structed to lead the winesses in order

said. His sidekick Miller spelled it out

in communist jargon?" The answer:
"Yes, it is. It means unity, common

that security might not be compromised
by an "unexpected answer." The va

dons would erase any reluctance that . purpose."
The sinister purpose of even raising

rious government domestic spying pro-

raises the conduct of imperialist war as

"spies" and "collaborators" with fo

reign powers—words with very pointed
implications about the framework in
which the ruling class intends to
aim

their

attacks on those who

stand in opposition to the red, white
and blue of U.S. imperialism and every-

Aftermath of
New
About a week after the shooting of

their repressive apparatus of which the

even more plainly, saying that the par

Twists in Government Script
rooms for civic-minded maids to dis

tacks on the revolutionary movement
and the masses under the threadbare

cover of "fighting terrorism."

"theory" of what lay behind the assas

room, in addition to letters announcing
X's drawn

vestigation." At least for the time be

through his face."
If this did not arouse the vigilance of

ing, the ruling class in general is con

"no particular reason" for the delay in

cerned to avoid any investigation that

the hotel maid, the legend he had writ

might further expose to scrutiny the

the announcement. Reagan's statement
of pardon praised the two FBI men, W.

ten under each photograph: "Targeted

facts and the circumstantial evidence

Mark Felt and Edward Miller, in terms

sination attempt. That "theory" was a

his assassination plot, were found

pot-boiler: Reagan, his would-be assas
sin, and "Taxi-Driver" star Jodie Foster
tangled in what could be blurbed as "a

"several magazine photographs of

chorus of calls for a "full-scale in

identical to that ascribed by the govern

was announced that Reagan had par
doned two FBI officials who had been

convicted of authorizing illegal breakins directed against movement activists
in the early 1970s. The pardon was sign
ed four days before Reagan was shot;
Administration spokesmen could offer

Despite this most recent ploy, we
have, of course, not seen any frenzied

the Secret Service has apprehended a
"leftist" who was pursuing a plot almost

Continued on page 22

Reagah Shooting:

up with an imaginative twist on their

bizarre triangle of love and murder."
The latest spin-off is the revelation that

chambers. Witnesses on the stand were

agents might have to "do their jobs

cover and report to the Secret Service.
For example, in Richardson's hotel

President Reagan, the government came

screened in advance by the judge in his

President

Reagan

with

for Death"—undoubtedly did.
Richardson's "letter" is transparent

pointing to Hinckley's probable links to

manifestly intended to draw "lessons

elements in the ruling class desirous of

for today".

In this context, the belated effort to

Richardson and Richardson with a

bumping off Reagan, or that might br,ing further such evidence to light. While

create a blurry tie-in between the assas

COINTELPRO-style caricature of the

the Secret Service busies itself with

sination and the "left" fits in as just one

"left." The letter, according to the

manufacturing evidence of "leftist

23-year-old unemployed man, iden

Times, was addressed "To the Fascist

assassination plots," the whole govern

ing out blatant attacks under the cynical

tified as Edward Michael Richardson,
at the Port Authority Bus Terminal in
Manhattan. The Service charged

Powers"; the released excerpts were
said to read, "1 depart now for

ment has already made quite explicitly
clear that a full-dress inquiry to look in

cover of "fighting terrorism." The par
don, and the statements by Reagan and

Washington, D.C., to bring to comple
tion Hinckley's reality... .Ultimately,
Ronald Reagan will be shot to death

to the Reagan shooting is "totally un
necessary," and that the whole tragic
incident should Just be forgotten. It is
possible that further maneuvering

ment to John W. Hinckley, Jr., the trig-

ly designed to link Hinckley with

german in the Reagan shooting.
On April 7lh. the Secret Service an
nounced that they had arrested a

Richardson with "threatening the life
of the President." According to the
New York Times account, agents had

tracked Richardson from a hotel in
New Haven, Connecticut (the same

hotel Hinckley used last fall during his
courtship-by-mail with Jodie Foster).
The cha.se began, we are told, when a
hotel maid found a letter "in which
Richard.son allegedly promised to com

plete the assassination of President
Reagan attempted last week."
Richardson, authorities assert, was

also obses.sed with—guess who?—Ms.
Foster. He also shared with John W.

Hinckley, Jr. the convenient habit of
leaving written accounts of his plot.s
and motivations lying around in hotel

and the country turned to the
'left.'...If I cannot get at the Presi

dent, I am prepared to slay some other
prominent 'Right Wing' political
figure..." It was signed "Edward
Richardson,.Inter. Peoples Court."

This latest development, it is plain,
was engineered from start to finish by
the bourgeoisie's own operatives to kick
more dirt over the trail that leads

straight to the real source of inspiration
for the Reagan hit: the bloody in
fighting within the U.S. ruling class
itself. But beyond this, it is one further
facet of their general campaign to

create public opinion for e.scalating at

within their ranks will change this, but

for now, the bourgeoisie is concerned

with" projecting an outward image of
unity and harmony.

But the government is also using its
own miasma of lies for what they might

be worth in its rapidly developing pro

gram to further unleash their whole
repressive apparatus. The Secret Service
and the FBI have proclaimed that the

a.ssassination attempt proves they need

"broad and sweeping new investigative
powers" to enable them to carry out
their lofty mis.sion of "protecting the
life of the President." On April 15th, it

more transparent justification for carry

the FBI defendants hailing and, in.

essence calling for an escalation of
COINTELPRO-type programs them
selves demonstrate further fear and
weakness. The bourgeoisie knows it can

not circumvent ma.ss opposition to its

rule by "peaceful, democratic, and

legal" means. In short, they are afraid of
the masses, and acutely concerned with

the growing revolutionary sentiments
and the growing strength of the masses'
revolutionary leadership. The ruling
class is more and more forced to openly
brandish the club, to try to intimidate
and terrorize. But this only further ex

poses their own blood-spattered couitlenancc. The ugly face of imperialism is
something that their ludicrous lies can
not even begin to conceal.
U
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The Day the Workers
Pulled the Switch
Detroit. Late July 1973. The workers
at Chrysler's Jefferson Avenue assem

the last straw. Two workers in particu
lar, who had been strongly influenced

settlement with management." Hours

rnasses would support this move, would

later the International rep emerged to

defend it because the workers grasped,

by the revolutionary upsurge of the '60s

announce to the workers that their de

the stakes Involved and it gave them an

and early '70s, were determined to take
the opportunity to break out of the dai

mand that Woolsey be fired had been
agreed to. The workers didn't buy it.

opportunity to step forward around

ly-worsening grind. After work one

"Black, you're a company man," shot
back one worker. "And we're hip to the

bly plant had plenty on their minds.
Chrysler, already the smallest of the Big
3, was beginning to hit the skids. Its
plants, concentrated in Detroit's inner
city, were the oldest and most danger
ous in the industry—and employed the
largest number of Black workers. In the
streets outside, Detroit police had re

would do. Early the next morning they
talked to two other workers, who began
to spread the word to those who could

cently shot down two Black youths in

be trusted.

cold blood, for a total of 15 police mur
ders in two years. Watergate was in the
news, and before long the last U.S. sol

At 6:00 a.m. on July 24, Isaac Short
er and Larry Carter left their work sta

timidly approach the crowd of angry
workers with a written statement in his

fect on the city of Detroit. It was the

hand to fire Woolsey and make no re
prisals did the workers begin to unfasten
the cables and clamps. When the cage
was finally opened, Chrysler's wage

talk of the town. At two other Chrysler
plants in the city, workers were unques

would throw thousands of auto workers

tions on the Jefferson Avenue plant as
sembly line. They walked into the plant
power cage, secured the door behind
them, pulled the main power switch and
shut down the entire plant. Immediately
several workers surrounded the cage.
Others began picking up cables, clamps
and chains to secure the cage better.
Plant protection guards came to the
scene, took one look at the supporters,

and others out onto the streets, was yet

and

to hit.

Meanwhile, a shop steward began to

diers in Vietnam would be scrambling
for a helicopter ride out of Saigon. Al

ready, hundreds of thousands of Viet
nam vets had returned, many to backbreaking jobs in plants like Jefferson
Avenue. Business was as usual, with
UAW officials consumed in contract

negotiations. The *74 recession, which

One of the most recent outrages in
the Jefferson Avenue plant was the ac

tions of a newly hired Chrysler slave-

driver—supervisor Tom Woolsey.
Woolsey especially delighted in making
racist taunts in the metal shop, where
280 of 300 workers were Black. Two

night, they planned out what they

turned

tail

toward

the

office.

plead and whine, "You'll get fired."
The company brought in arc welders
to cut the cable. As they forced their
way through the crowd. Shorter put his
hands around the cable. There was a

moment of hesitation, then a shout

International."

For 13 hours the struggle raged and
the plant remained at a standstill. Only
after a Chrysler official was forced to

slaves triumphantly streamed out of the

plant, Carter and Shorter on their shoul
ders.
At the time of this action and in re

calling it in the years since, there are

some people who called this an isolated
act, individualistic, adventurist and
other such stuff. But the whole story in
fact proves the opposite. In the first

place, there was advance planning and
discussion, as has been pointed out. But
that is not even the main point. The ac
tion of the two men in taking over the
power cage galvanized the sentiments of

their class interests. And wh.ile, in this
case, the action was around a very spe
cific demand, it represented something
much broader to the masses of people
and in fact inspired others far beyond
the confines of the Jefferson Avenue

Assembly Plant.

The takeover had an electrifying ef

tionably inspired by the action and took
some action of their own. Two weeks

later at Detroit Forge, after a worker
had-his arm crushed in a conveyor,
workers wildcatted for two days. At the
Mack Avenue stamping plant, a twoday plant sit-down strike was followed
by a wildcat. The strike was broken on
ly when a "flying squadron" of 1000
UAW officials armed with clubs was

sent in to put it down.
The impact of Carter's and Shorter's
action was felt and remembered around

the country as well. Several months
later at a cafeteria table in Cincinnati,
in the heat of an argument between an

masses

older Black woman and another worker

hands and we'll torch you!" The welder

themselves to act in a way that they had

over whether or not people would ever

backed off.

not done or maybe even thought possi

rise up and fight, the Black woman

ble before. The fact that one of the two

reached into her wallet and pulled out a

fused to turn it in. Now the plant was

All kinds of supervisors were sent in
to try to make the workers leave from

put his hands around the cable first in

filled with an air of tension. Some mut

around the cage, but they refused to

defiance of the company's torch objec

folded-up newspaper clipping. She
opened the article headlined "Two

weeks before, a number of workers had
gotten together a petition to have Wool
sey fired. The union officials had re

came from

the crowd—"Torch

his

the

masses and

aroused

the

tered that "it wouldn't have done any

budge. UAW officials arrived and scur

tively demonstrated that they had confi

Angry Workers Shut Chrysler Plant"

good anyway"; others felt that it was

ried behind closed doors to "negotiated

dence that in one way or another, the

and waved it in the other's face.
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Miami Youth Faces Death

Penalty For Rebellion
On April 13, jury selection began in
the Miami trial of Nathaniel Lane, a

« 19-year-old Black youth charged with
three counts of first-degree murder.

fourth defendant was acquitted, seem

ingly as arbitrarily as the others were
convicted.

Following the convictions of Lightsey

continue to come under sharp attack.
In the two weeks prior to Nathaniel
Lane's trial, two more Black youth in
Miami were viciously murdered by the

degree murder.

pective jurors. One* Black woman from

on

and the Capers brothers, rage swept the

police. One 17-year-old youth was gun

murder charges stemming from the

city. The authorities dropped second-

Miami rebellion of last May. The state

degree murder charges against Lonnie

ned down by two white pigs as he sat at
a bus stop. His funeral was on the open
ing day of Lane's trial.
Another 16-year-old Black youth was

This

is

the

last

scheduled

trial

is demanding the death penalty. The
Miami Herald got right to the point: the
newspaper called the proceedings, not a
trial, but a sentencing. Already, eight
other randomly arrested Black youth
have seen their day in court on murder

Bradley and Sam Williams for lack of
evidence.

But

this

contradiction

es

caped few. The only "evidence" they
had against Bradley and Williams in the

first place was the planned testimony of

Inside the courthouse, jury selection

began. An atmosphere of tension stifled
the small courtroom packed with pros
Liberty City had a high blood pressure

attack and had to leave. At one point,
Lane stood up, interrupting the proce

dure, demanding to speak. The judge,

murdered in jail. The official police

prosecutor and jurors were whisked

story was that the youth died from a sei
zure, a story blasted by his mother:

recalled a scene last February, when, at

from the room by bailiffs, who clearly

Not surprisingly, not a single suspect

body: he had been severely beaten.

his conviction, Samuel Lightsey had
lunged toward the prosecutor, scream
ing, "1 hope you die!"

has been arrested for the murder of any

"There were several bumps on his head,
his bottom lip was busted and two front

The jury selection process resumed
once again the next day, but was stop

the same blind woman which had led to

"He has no history whatsoever of sei

charges of the same four white men kill
ed in an incident on May 17. Mario Goderich, the judge in all the cases, slam

the conviction of McCullough.

zures." She went

med down maximum sentences on all

of the 13 Black people killed during the

those Convicted. He now presides over

rebellion at the hands of the police and
carloads of reactionary whites who

on to describe his

teeth were missing." He had made a

ped short when the defense attorney

frantic call to his family the night
before, begging them to get him out of

slammed his file shut and stormed back

objections to his questions. Mothers of

"painstaking search for a witness" to

jail, saying the police were trying to
force hirh to take drugs. The youth was

frame the Black youth—mostly a fruit

moved out of the cell he shared with

is legally blind. Another youth was ac

less effort-while they let it be known

quitted in that case—the blind witness

Samuel Lightsey only hours before he
was killed. Both these police murders

was convicted of three counts of sec

they aren't even looking for the mur
dering white.s. Judge Goderich put
things preci.sely in this context in the
sentencing of Lightsey and the Capers

ond-degree murder. The only evidence

brothers: "Racial disturbances cannot

Citizens Coalition

against him was a "confession" ex
tracted at the police station after the
youth had been terrorized by cops.

be excused. In a country like the United
Stales. . .this.type of violence cannot be

(CCRJ) held a demonstration on the
Metro Justice steps that drew 100 parti

were threatened with physical removal
from the court when they applauded the
defense attorney's fury. One of them
snapped at the bailiff, "Don't you put
your hands on me!" Again the shaken
prospective jurors were taken from the
courtroom. This time. Judge Goderich
dismissed the whole group of jurors,
and later he set April 20 as the next day

allowed."

The six-month series of murder trials

would be sentenced as a juvenile-

has only added fuel to the smoldering

cipants over the 2-hour picket. People
coming in and out of the courthouse
joined in the line. Chants of "McDuf-

of jury selection.

Lightsey was later offered a deal that he

sands of people in Miami and around

Nathaniel Lane's trial.

In

December, James McCullough,

18, was convicted and given the maxi
mum 15-year sentence for manslaughter
on evidence provided by a witness who
w could not identify him.

In February, Samuel Lightsey, 17,

roamed the area, shooting into the
crowds. Police have bragged about their

have been played down by the press as

Lane's trial gets under way.
On the first day of jury selection, the
for Racial Justice

to the defense table, furious at all the
several Black youth already convicted

The life-and-deaih terms of this trial
of the Miami rebellion are clear to thou

meaning he would only serve four years

fire left from the May rebellion. While

in prison—if he would testify against

consciously aimed to smash the spirit of

fie's Dead, Cops Go Free, That's What
the Rich Call Democracy," and "Free

Nathaniel Lane. He refused. In March,

rebellion and to raise the stakes for any

Nathaniel Lane and All Political Pri

pull out any and all tricks they can in

he was sentenced to the, maximum of
three life sentences, to run consecutive

rebellious youth who harbor such ideas
today, the trials have instead height
ened the anger. A recent Miami Herald
survey reported, "While only about
15^70 of Liberty City residents, overall,

soners"

courthouse

vent to frame Nathaniel Lane, but they

walls. Cops scrambled to take pictures
of the angry crowd. Relatives of the
youth.who were murdered by the Miami
pigs during the rebellion joined, as did

will have a very difficult job of it. So
far the only witness they have is the

said it is necessary to fight in the streets,

Nathaniel Lane's family.

unreliable in that trial that the prose

counts of third-degree murder. The key

the group most likely to approve of

witness against the Capers brothers ad
mittedly could not positively identify

such violence is Black Liberty City
males under 21. Nearly 30% of them
said it is necessary to fight." The sur-

Lane's mother spoke bitterly to the
crowd about the police raid on her
house the night her son was arrested.
With shotguns drawn, the police had

cution was foreed to declare her an ad
verse witness in the middle of her testi

ly-

Leonard Capers, 21, and Lawrence

Capers, 25, co-defendants with Samuel
Lightsey, were both convicted on three

them. No wonder—they were not even

present at the incident. They were both
given the maximum of three 15-year
, sentences, to run consecutively. A

vey, of course, was aimed at galvaniz
ing support for stepped-up repression,
it is exactly these youth who especially

bench conferences between the attor

neys and the judge whose transcripts

should have never been prosecuted in

the first place, because they did what
was necessary then and even more
necessary now. Reagan's statement
termed their conviction as growing out

of "their good faith belief that their ac
tions were necessary to preserve the se

curity interests of our country. The

whole performance was in reality the
development of new legal mechanisms

with

for conducting secret trials itt«open
courtrooms.

never denied their actions, but, in fact,
came forward to acknowledge them

It was the government's conscious at
tempt to pull this off by using as defen
dants two FBI scum. The cooperation

And now they have been relieved.

plish the government's goals was in
sured by the fact that all the players

records demonstrate that they acted not

criminal

intent

They

in New York City. Upon their convic

dropped entirely.

Even the conviction of Felt and Mill
er was turned by the ruling class to its
own interests. Felt and Miller were sud

denly portrayed as "martyrs" who
stepped forward to take the rap for

others—good soldiers made victims.
But more importantly, loyal dogs who

court that issues warrants behind closed

doors for wiretapping. It includes the

proposed new rewrite of Executive Or

leaked to the bourgeois media displayed
what the administration terms a "posi
tive" orientation, whereby previous
statements limiting action are to be re

placed by statements authorizing ac
tion. And it includes the creation of the

new Congressional Subcommittee on
Internal Security and Terrorism.) All
these steps are indeed desperate and vi
cious preparations for a future which
the U.S. imperialists view with great
fear and alarm.

□

der 12036, which now governs domestic

ther with the announcement of the par

ed of a crime—with many years of loyal

FBI director L. Patrick Gray were

includes the Foreign Intelligence Sur
veillance Act which creates a secret

covert actions. (The proposed new text

Singing the same tune, an editorial

tended," said the Times. "Mr. Felt and
Mr. Miller were high ranking FBI offi

token fines, and charges against former

ening and extending their powers in the
guise of reform and legal constraint. It

mony. No doubt prosecutor Kaye will
once again apologize for his lack of evi
dence. And once again the purpose of
this whole wave of vengeful trials and
sentences will be exposed.
□

appeared in the New York Times toge

the Justice Dept. which was simulta

tion, Felt and Miller were given only

Charters for the FBI and CIA, broad

Capers brothers. This woman was so

publicly in order to relieve their subor
dinate agents from criminal actions."

don. "They deserved the executive cle

neously defending Felt and Miller in a
civil suit growing out of the burglaries

throwing rocks." He was immediately

charged with three counts of first-

same woman who testified against the

have

were on the same team—the federal

judge, the former top FBI officials and

taken her son "for questioning about

picture includes the new proposed

were then sealed by court order. The

between all parties needed to accom

the

clearing the decks for the heavy times
ahead for U.S. imperialism. This wider

CoRlinued from page 20

continuing covert actions in the open
courtroom. And finally, hours and
hours of the trial consisted of huddled

off

the cosmetic changes instituted in the
wake of the last major upsurge, and

FBI Bag-Men
grams were assigned code names by the
judge in order not to spill the beans on

echoed

the country. The authorities will surely

mency President Reagan has now ex
cials—indeed, the highest ever convict

^

.=1 aG

and otherwise unblemished national

service. Apparently in recognition of
this, a federal judge let them off with
light fines last Christmas. Now the Pre
sident's pardon just about wraps up this
tragic episode."
Far from being an isolated episode,
the Felt-Miller trial and the Presidential

pardon with oakleaf clusters which fol

lowed are but a part of a far wider pic
ture of government actions repealing

aNO
1981
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ndence
Cosmos phenomenon and many ques
tions raised in and by this series. While
masses of people in a fresh and lively
way.

"While there are definite weaknesses

and limits to Sagan's philosophy, it
cannot be denied that the results of his

and

efforts have been overwhelmingly posi

important and hot topic, the purpose of

tive and his series has raised many pro
found and extremely important scienti
fic and philosophical questions among
the masses ofpeople including the class-

limited to simply passing a verdict on it,
but more importantly must delve into
the whole wide range of questions it has

norant to be concerned about anything
but the most narro w and mundane pur

conscious forces in society. Not only

raised.''

suits and, on lop ofthat, just love being

questions that have been raised signifi
cant in their own right, they have a di
rect and profound relationship to the

for science and philosophy that can ad
vance man's understanding of nature

Recently the Revolutionary Worker
(HW No. 93) ran a letter from a reader

on Car!Sagan '5 Cosmos series and call
edfor correspondence on the series and
the scientific and philosophical ques
tions it raised. That call read in part:

"Millions of people across the coun

try and around the world watched Carl
Sagan's Cosmos series on TV and hun
dreds of thousands are reading his book
by the same title. The great interest in
this series itself stands as vivid and irre
futable evidence that among the masses
ofpeople there is an inexhuastible thirst

there is much debate and differing opin
ions about how to evaluate Sagan and
his work—is it positive and progres
sive? Or is it basically just bourgeois

and himself (conscious nature). The
very popularity of this show blows
holes in the arguments ceaselessly run
out by the bourgeoisie that the masses

of people are simply too dumb and ig

kept in the dark about such questions as
the nature of the universe. Carl Sagan
has himself realized that this is a pre

posterous lie and dedicated himself to
stimulate even more of a thirst for sci
ence and to bring a generally materialist
understanding of the cosmos to the

are the scientific and philosophical

class struggle. In the interest of sharp
ening up debate over these questions

wrong?—and

while

tfte

RW

welcomes a variety of opinions on this
wrangling around Cosmos cannot be

The letter below was written in re

sponse to this call and is being printed
as part offurthering the struggle and
debate called for in the pages of the
RW. The RW does not necessarily agree
with everything in the letter nor do we

and advancing the struggle in the area

intend to limit the scope of the debate

of science and philosophy, the RW is
opening up its pages for debate on the

to the questions raised in it.

On The Question of Chance and Necessity, On the Errors of Positivism and Determinism
In his consideration of the limitations

gave rise to it, and so on and so on in an

But the problem with this argument is

of Sagan's materialism, the author of

endless concatenation. But even this

the letter in issue No. 99 makes a seri

that the universe is infinite, therefore
there can be no "first cause"—only an

ous error. He equates order with neces
sity, and, consequently, draws the un

picture is incomplete since it leaves out
the extremely important interaction be

endless chain (in both directions) of

tween the brain/mind system and the

cause and effect. Moreover, precisely

founded conclusion that chance in the

environment. Indeed, it is not even pos

universe is principal over necessity.
One of the characteristics of positi

sible to speak of a brain/mind
"system" without taking into account

because, at any given level of matter,
the interplay of causalities is so complex

vism is that it declares that chance is

that which is external to the mind.

principal over necessity, or even that
necessity does not exist at all. It fails to

Marxists believe in the primacy of ne

that none determines the result, it is

possible to speak of laws appropriate to

even randomness occurs through the

operation of laws. That every phenom

that the author of the letter in No. 99,

mines the result. Does this go against
the dialectical understanding that, in

while making a number of valuable

every contradiction, there are principal

points, unwittingly errs in the direction
of positivism. Interestingly enough,
many in our ranks who oppose his line,
do so from a position of determinism.

and secondary aspects? No. Because

even in what cyberneticists call isolated
closed systems (which exist only ap

What follows below is a consideration

of the weaknesses of both these posi

of time, in nature), the interaction bet
ween the principal and secondary

tions.

aspects is such that the result is not de

either

the

existence

or

proximately, and for very short periods

termined by the principal aspect alone.
Determinists usually counter this by

Necessity is principal in the universe

precisely (or, in part) because disorder
is principal. The more organized (order
ly) a system becomes, the less predicta
ble it becomes, hence the greater is the

saying that, true, the interaction of cau
salities may often be complex, but all

(and this is by no means impossible)
that, for a specific epoch in the develop
ment of the universe, the law of the

but which are not reducible to any one

tion of time. Within this limited sphere,

or a number of those laws.

this

Necessity is primary in the sense that
enon in the universe is governed by laws
means that necessity is, in a certain
sense, absolute. But no one law is abso

lute—certainly not for all space and
time. Independently of man's cognition
of them, all laws of nature suffer from
one or all of the following limitations:

1) they only apply to a specific level of
matter, or to events above a specific
period of duration (for example, even
so hoary a law as the conservation of
energy has been shown to not hold true
for events whose duration is below a

law

would be absolute.

Its ab

soluteness would not depend either on
man observing every situation within
which the law operates, nor on how

sophisticated his understanding of this
law is at any given point. The situation

is totally different with the law of the
conservation of mass. It has no claim to

absoluteness whatsoever. It not only
does not hold true on the microscopic

level, it does not hold true on the
macroscopic level either. The only
reason this bastardization of reality can
sometimes be of use is because man

need not always concern himself in the
macrocosm with microscopic disap
pearances of mass.
Man will never know the universe ab

of a deeper causality—that, for in
stance, the laws (say, in the case of con

for a specific period in the development
of the universe (there is increasing'evi

solutely,

sciousness) governing the behavior of

dence that even the most "basic laws"
and forces of nature are historically
conditioned—that is, they evolved and

his ability to observe it (which are not
static), but also because there are no ab

only made their appearance at a specific
stage in the universe's expansion); and
3) that under certain conditions, laws

which

arena within which randomness can

environment are reducible to

fects the organization of that which

ness of a "law" into its objective and
subjective components. Let us assume

certain minimum); 2) they only apply

play its part. A complex system like
self-regulating system—one in which
the cause (the brain) gives rise to an ef
fect (consciousness) which, in turn, af

terference of other laws.
We must divide the lack of absolute

these causalities are merely expressions

the brain and the behavior of the

brain/mind is what cyberneticists call a

conditions,

conservation of energy holds true for all

ties are intertwined that none deter

of

some

events above a certain minimum dura

denial

knowability of objective reality. I feel

under

'■pounded of other laws at lower levels,'

obviously closely related to positivism's

grasp that chance can only be under

but,

photons deviate from this due to the in

that level of matter, which are com-

cessity, but they do not believe that cau
sality exists in a deterministic form
(cause A gives effect B). What is called
chance is that in which so many causali

stood in relation to its opposite. This is

light,

more

basic laws underlying both. Indeed,

they go so far as to say that all laws
(and "forces")in the universe (however
impermanent) are merely manifesta
tions of one big law (and "force").

can be superceded by other laws. It is a

law that photons travel at the speed of

not

only

because

of the

physical limitations that are placed on
solute laws for all time and space to

all

the

phenomena

of the

universe can be reduced.
R.H.
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Atlanta—Downg Down^ Down with
the Old Order on May 1st
Continued from page 1
switch had been tampered with. It was

lion" was launched, highlighted by

gel away. The car sped off, but an

also learned that two white men were

Reagan's donation of $1.5 million. This

angry Black crowd caught up with it

Of the Bat Patrol, Time magazine

seen at the location six hours before the

and more federal money has been chan-.

one block away. Two cars of armed

shrieked: "Vigilantes!" Meanwhile the

explosion. The authorities—Atlanta's
Black politicians—scrambled to con

vince people that this was an accident,
that there was nothing behind it, that
there

was no

possibility of racial

motivation. They flatly stated that there

neied through a federal task force,

Black men began chasing the whites'

headed by a former chief of the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administra

car, shooting at the tires. The.whites

air waves and T.V. screens across the
country were filled with stories of the

were finally caught. The police arrived

so-called "survivalists,',' reactionary

tion, a federal agency set up in the '60.s to

Just in time—to rescue the whites. The

white groups and organizations, armed

nationally coordinate local police
department efforts against urban upris

cops hurled racist slanders at Black

to the teeth-the rotten to the core

witnesses and descended on a 50-year-

social base of the imperialists, prepar
ing

strongholds against the, revolutionary
onslaught of the masses' yet'to come.

would be no investigation.
Two months earlier, a group of
parents of murdered and missing youth
had called a press conference, denounc

ings. Several hundred thousand dollars

old Black man. He was arresfed and

are slated for the purchase of armed

charged

police helicopters, like those used dur
ing the Miami and Chattanooga

ing the authorities for ignoring the child

rebellions.

discharging a firearm within the city,
and carrying a pistol without a license.
You don't need a license to kidnap

murders. The now famous Special Task
Hangman & The Priest

with

aggravated

assault,

den after the Bowen Homes explosion
had sent a wave of anger through the ci
ty, the cops shifted into gear, using the

priest: they need the hangman to put
down the protests of the oppressed and
they need the priest to console the op

This basic conflict was repeated again
and again all over Atlanta and erupted

pressed, to carry on about how
somewhere, sometime, maybe not on
this earth, they will be relieved of their

on a more intense level at the end of

began, a ploy which the authorities
openly admitted was designed to calm
things down. Within a week, 800 police
flooded Black neighborhoods. A
curfew against youth was ordered. By
March the cops had brought in over
1,500 on curfew violations. Roadblocks
were set up and all this was further
beefed up with the arrival of 100 State

and do any damn thing to undermine
their revolutionary spirit, destroy their

revolutionary determination, and keep
them from taking revolutionary action.
Atlanta has had its fill of this sort of

stuff. They've dragged in fortune tellers
and soothsayers, palm readers and

mystics, psychics and psychotics, and
every starched white collar and refor

mountain

Aah, but this is "survivalism." When

the oppre.ssed take' up arms—that's

lurid

As Lenin once said, all oppressor
classes need the hangman and the

suffering, to reconcile them to class rule

their

Atlanta were conviently surrounded by
stories "exposing" the abuse of Black

active until October. Then, all of a sud

The much publicized "weekend sear
ches" for bodies of missing youth

defend

vigilanteism—get it? Press accounts of

Atlanta cops. Still, though, it stayed in

murders as a cover. In reality, they

to

Black children in Atlanta—only to stop
it. Later, at the station the witnesses to
all this were harassed, the Black man
booked. No charges were filed on the
whites, they simply walked out.

Force was hurriedly assembled by the

feared an explosion of a different type.

spewed forth in unlimited quantities.

March. The masses of people taking
things into their own hands drove the
authorities into a frenzy. A couple of
blocks from the Techwood housing
project, graffiti appeared declaring that
the next victim would be abducted from

Techwood. The following night, some

residents of the project and some Black
political activists announced the forma
tion of the Bat Patrols; youth armed
with bats and adults armed with guns

children by their parents. The point was
hard to miss. The press readily reported
tales

of

a

"homosexual

ring"—and a Black one at that—and its
"suspected connections" with the kill
ings. The suggestion was even made
that some of the Black youth had chok
ed to death in the midst of a homosex
ual act.

Then,just two weeks ago, came some
disgusting—but revealing—statements
from the FBI. Director William
Webster stated that four of the murders
had

been

"solved." "There

is

no

evidence that I can find of racism. It

could just as well be a preference for
Blacks as a predjudice against them."
Later, a Georgia FBI agent said that the

Highway Patrol units. The police had
finally taken action—against the

mist disguised as a brother-on-t heblock they could find. But the

would begin patrolling the project. 60
cops and a SWAT team were sent in,
occupying the project on the first day of

people!

bourgeoisie don't need to read tea

the patrol.

had all ben killed by their parents

Something else happened on that
same day. The sister of a man named

becau.se they were "nuisances." Tell us,
can these statements be taken in any

Dollars began pouring into Atlanta,
earmarked for the police. A massive

leaves to know about what's killing the
children of Atlanta. They're experts on

fundraising drive for this "investiga-

killing oppressed people. And they

Red Flag Flies
Over Georgia
State Capitol

Eddie Duncan, both Techwood resi

other way than as an open declaration

don't need a crystal ball to read the
future—because it's what's shaping up
in the world that's drawing the noose

dents, phoned the Task Force and report
ed her brother missing. The cops ignored

to the murderers that the road is clear,

this woman, refusing to add Eddie's

tighter and tighter in Atlanta, and
they're doing everything in their power
to make sure they're on the loose end of
the rope when things go up for grabs.

name to the list. Two weeks later, Eddie

tion" will be pointed anywhere besides
where it belongs? Anyone who has wor

The murders continued; from the ten

bodies found through October to the 21
bodies found by mid-March. Anger

Atlanta Flash

As we go to press, the RH'has learn
ed that the red flag has been raised at
^ the Slate Capitol in Atlanta, Georgia.
The United States', and the state of

Georgia's flags were thrown to the

ground. Two revolutionary proletarians
have been charged with three counts

'each; misuse of the national flag,
misuse of the state flag and criminal

trespass. They are being held on $3,000
bail each. The comrades are being

booked on only one charge at a time.
They are to be put through the whole
harassing booking process and bail

four children referred to by Webster

seethed, the authorities grew more ex

posed, few escaped the conclusion that
not only were these murders aimed
squarely and consciously at the masses
of Black people, but that they were be

ing encouraged if not directly organized
by

powerful interests.

At

best,

Atlanta's Black power structure was

bowing to a higher authority.

People began to arm themselves all
over Atlanta. In one incident, on March

6, people in an all-Black neighborhood
captured two white men who were seen

trying to coax Black children into their
car. Two women yelled to the kids to

Duncan's body was found: the
murderers had lived up to their promi.se.

Four men were arrested in Techwood

that the spearhead of the "investiga

ried about the lack of federal involve

ment in Atlanta can re.st easy—the feds
are definitely involved.
This,

and

the

actions

of

the

by cops trying to smash the patrols.
Charges ranged from "obstructing an
officer" to-yes—violation of an old

bourgeoisie in general, has served to

anti-Klan law prohibiting the display of

/)o//—the monthly newspaper of J.B.

firearms in public. One man was charg
ed with "inciting to riot" for leading 30

Stoner's National States' Rights Party,
and one of the most widely circulated

people in .surrounding a squad car car
rying Deputy Police Chief Eldrin Bell.
Upon the arrest of another patroler, 50
people marched through the project,

country—ran a series on "mising,
murdered, raped whites." One such ar

further unleash a reactionary social
base and lend it confidence. Thunder'

pieces of reactionary racist trash in the
ticle raised the question, "How many

then drove in a caravan to police head

niggers' lives arc worth the lives of one

quarters. Bats swinging, they marched
into the lobby chanting: "The cops and

white? Ten? 100? 1,000? 1 million? In
the wake of this article, lynchings have

the Klan work hand in hand!"

media attention over Atlanta at this

been reported in Mobile, Alabama and
Mississippi. In the wake of the Mobile
lynching, the Atlanta Voice (a local

time. Rabid lies and hysterical raniings

Continued on page 25

A leap seemed to occur in national

posting process three separate limes.
Inside the jail, a detective who refus

ed to give his name, threatened their
lives, "Speaking as a patriot, not as a

police officer, but as a citizen of the
United States, if I would have found

you I would have stomped you to
death." To each

other these pigs

m

boa.sted, "We need the Klan down here
like we did in North Carolina."
One of the revolutionaries arrested

on the capitol steps, an older white man
who is completely blind, released a
statement to the press; "As you receive
this letter, the red flag will already be

over the capitol—where the eyes of peo

ple all over the world can sec what has
been done. Red, while and blue
murderers—this is a day in remem

r^.

"1

brance of Damidn Garcia who you mur

dered on this day in 1980 after he put

the red flag up over the Alamo. There's

nothing that can stop the red flag from

going up—not here, not anywhere in
(he world...

"1 was born here, raised here. I'm

living here right now in the middle of
this child killing.. .the only cure that's

^ ever going to happen, to cure the child
murders, to cure the bloodthirsty, and
to cure the racism—the only way is
revolution."

In referring to May Day 1980, the
.statement said that day "will never be

forgotten because it was a turning point

n

from the old to the new world.. .1 went

up there in 1980." It concluded. "Now
it's 1981. I'm here and I'm ready." 1 !

Sign painted on an Atlanta highway.
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Black newspaper) rcporied thai reac

of

tionaries were driving through town

of May Day.

with nooses hanging from their car win

dows. Mobile police recently stayed a
Black youth with a shotgun blast in the
back and lynched two others in jail.

rcvolui ionarics

have

fanned

ihroughoiJi ihc cily, spreading iho word
On Easier .Sunday, at Bowen Ht>mes,

ty (AHA). A man who ideniified
himself as the director of the AHA
(which owns all the projects in Atlanta)
hurled even broader threats: "Those

tell the story of the arrests as well as lo
assure the newspaper that red flags and

literature were being safely guarded.
Earlier that same day, red flags flew
in many parts of the city, in the morn

a (cam of May First aeiivisi.s was ai-

residents of (his community who enter

lackcd from iw<> sides, and defended by

tain you at (heir homes will be informed
that their contract does not allow them

ing, 40 red flags were sold and distri

to engage in any activities that disrupt
this community. Political rnceiings and

Two month.s ago in Cincinnati, near

(he masses. The president of (he Tenani's- Associaiion and a couple of
goons demanded they leave, openly
ihreaiening violence, only lo be mcl by

rallies are not allowed." It has since

flying from garbage trucks, others
stuck on lunch pails. Still others were
discreetly carried inside the cab to be

ly 1,000 people attended a rally in pro
test of the Atlanta killings. A chant

(he fury of a group of residents. In the
face of these officials, one Black

been learned that the recent monthly

waved out the window later.

AHA newsletter contained the .same

There is a way out of the madness

broke out within the walls of the indoor

wide." This was deepened by a substan

ed the red Hag on the antenna, instead

tial section of the crowd: "It's not just

of running off May Day—the officials
were forced to leave. Shortly after
wards, the cops arrived. A group of
residents surrounded the police car and

threat of eviction to all the project
residents in the city who are coming in
to revolutionary political activity.
The degree to which this lackey's ad
vice was heeded was seen on April 22,

that has bred an Atlanta: rcvolmion-lcd

rally; "It's not just Atlanta, It's nation

worker pasted two May Day posters on
the doors of his pick-up truck and rais

struggle. The haired of people of all na

the anniversary of the police murder of
Damian Garcia. In the afternoon, a

tionalities has burst forth. The red flag
must be held defiantly aloft, pointing
the way forward for those who have

to small discussion groups of Black
workers and youth demanding to know

contingent marched into a project chan
ting: "Red, white and blue, you .stand
for plunder, you will go under." Pro
ject residents began pouring from their

in depth about Revolutionary May

homes,, many with clenched fists rai.sed

aside the imperialists, murdering reac
tionaries, their KKK, their Nazis, their

Pu.sh Them Aside

Atlanta. It's WorldwidcV' In rally after
rally across the country. El Salvador is
mentioned in the same breath as Atlan

ta.

Madness

around

the

in

Atlanta;

world.

On

madness

fhe

other

hand—struggle in Atlanta, struggle
around the world. Through both the
hideous acts of the enemy and the de
fiant resistance and growing consciou.sne.ss of the masses, the stage is clearly
set for May 1st.

Already. May Day is sweeping Atlan
ta itself. Two revolutionaries—one an

elderly white man who is blind—have
been arrested for raising the red flag
over the State Capitol building. Ranks

Cabrini
Green?

it was forced to leave as well. The vic
tory celebration that followed broke in

Day. One youth remarked at the discus
sion's end, "America never has been
my coutViry."
Two days later, officials threatened

people with criminal trespass charges if
they ever again attempted to sell the
RW—or even set foot on—properly
owned by the Atlanta Housing Authori

to

Blacks. Angered over reports that nine
Black youth had been murdered by po
lice on Friday, a group of 250 whites,
mainly from anti-war organizations,

with

besides

1st 1981, is the lime to lake a big step
toward ihi.s goal. Atlanta has also bred

already come into motion against all
ihi-s and for tho.se who.arc yet to do so.

On May Day in particular, let's push

cops, their politicians and their wliolc
slinking .set-up. Let's push them aside,

and rai.se the red flag in the spirit of the
proletarian revolutionary struggle to
end all oppression the world over.
I i

rebellious

peaceful march of 600 Black youths
several days later.

West Side ghetto. Also, Cabrini-Green,

cago Avenue where National Guard
troops were about to be dispatched to

The Chicago 21 Plan was created as
one aspect of the bourgeoisie's strategy
to put itself in the best situation milita
rily by surrounding the Loop with a po
litically stable, largely white, middleclass population, like a moat around a

with its close proximity to the Loop,

the West Side and Cabrini-Green. The

castle. Cabrini-Green and its Black resi

was regarded as especially threatening

guardsmen were ordered to advance

and a heavy amount of firepower from
police and National Guard troops was

against the demonstrators immediately.

dents definitely do not fit into this sce
nario. The bourgeoisie's necessity to
prepare for the crisis and war of the
'80s when they will be stretched to the
limit on a world scale" is what is setting
the stage for the frontal assault now be

April 1968 rebellions in Chicago is that
the ruling class went to great lengths to

protect the central business district, the

live in Jane Byrne's building and we
can't even stand on our ramp without

getting busted. This is a police state and
it's all so they can throw people out of

very quickly concentrated there.

constructed carnival atmosphere had

In a book entitled Confrontation:

completely disintegrated. The little kids

Violence and the Police the author, who

were throwing jelly beans at the cops'
horses. Shortly thereafter the whole
thing was completely closed down. Two
days later, in a clumsy attempt at a

is described as a "noted police scien
tist," warns of the vulnerability of the

graceful exit, Byrne announced that she
plans to move out of Cabrini but hastily

contend

by the cla.ss-con.scious proletariat. May

to

point that emerges in the various

Loop, even though mass outbreaks
were almost entirely confined to the

By 3:00 in the afternoon the carefully

A Black youth quickly called the

reports and studies issued to sum up the

Conilnued from page 4

here!"

high. Soon swarms of police—10 squad
cars, a wagon, and an unmarked car
carrying the head of the red
squad—broke up the scene. One man
spirited three revolutionaries into his
house: the cops busied in to make ar
rests. Seven people in all were arrested.

buted to city workers. Several were seen

decided to march to the armory on Chi

Several people were stabbed with
trench-knife-tipped rifles as they at

tempted to escape but found themselves
running straight into the arms of Chica
go police waiting to club them down. 25
demonstrators were arrested and the

central business dikrict: "The second

march was broken up. The commander

(sign of disenchantment) was an ex
tremely ugly, violent type of warning

later explained that "keeping Chicago

that some sectors of the minority com

brini-Green) open was crucial to us. It

Avenue (the southern boundary of Ca

added that she will return for an occa

munity are arousf^d, and aggressively

was the most direct route for any trou

sional visit.

so. These were the Carson Pirie Scott &

ble that might break out on the West

All across the city people are engag
ing in struggle and debate over what's
behind the siege of Cabrini-Green as the
despicable nature of the attacks is ex
posed more each day.

Co. department store fires of March 29,
1968, in Chicago's Loop. Four fires, all

Side."

With this unexpected obstruction eli

ing perpetrated against Cabrini.
In the continuing saga of her "Cabri
ni-Green Diary" printed daily in the
Sun-Times, Jane Byrne herself recently
made a rather brazen admission about
the new kind of clientele she would like

to bring into the projects: "While sit
ting near the window Sunday morning
having a cup of coffee, I heard someone
yelling, 'Hello, Mayor Byrne.' When I

looked out the window I saw three

on different floors, were set and caused

minated, the National Guard marched

millions in damage and tied up about

on the West Side and Cabrini-Green.

white joggers, all waving and blowing

400 firemen and 58 fire companies in

An article in the Sun-Times reveals that

kisses. Division St. has been a street

fighting the blazes. Hundreds of police
officers were committed to crowd con

a barrage of firepower was unleashed
before the sniping from Cabrini was

tral business district, was slated for

trol duties. It became clear that Friday

halted:

housing "redevelopment," the forcible
turnover of the population from Black
and Latino to mainly white, along with

that very small criminal acts could tie
up hundreds of city police and firemen
very easily. Such torching could be a
devastating strategy cunningly designed
to denude a pre-selected riot scene of
necessary police and fire coverage in the

people are afraid to drive on, much less
jog on. It was like seeing the first robin
in the spring." The first white, jogging
robin. A harbinger of things to come,

It is common knowledge that Cabri

ni, only a stone's throw from the cen

the rest of the inner city; this was plan

ned by the city's infamous Chicago 21
Plan unveiled in 1973. As stated two

weeks ago in the R W, progress has been
made in implementing this plan to the
point where Cabrini now stands as an
island ghetto nearly surrounded by a
sea of white affluence. It is well known

that Cabrini has long been coveted by
real estate developers whose only article
to turning the area into a profit gold

mine of white, high-income tenants has
been the poor Black people living there.
While the economic factor of profit
to be made is certainly operating with a
vengeance in the case of Cabrini-Green,

what has precipitated a virtual invasion
of the projects with none other than the
mayor herself leading the charge is
overriding political considerations. The
Chicago 21 Plan itself was primarily a

early hours."
When a demonstration of 600 Black

high school youth marched into the
Loop on April 5, 1968, the day follow
ing the assassination of Martin Luther

where they smashed out some windows.
The Report of the Chicago Riot Com

of page 3 of last week's issue should
have been, "There Could Be No Better
Time Than Now for the Proletarian and
Internationalist Actions of May 1st."

world into being, a world born through
revolutionary struggle to hasten impe
rialism into its grave. What would hap

pen if a section of people at CabriniGreen raised the red flag on May 1st

"'The police hit the door like a riot

and showed in various ways that they
were conscious not only of their own
oppression, but that it is a part of the

squad,' said Mrs. Stephen. 'One of the
boys opened the door and three police

like them around the world? "Jane

'

men rushed in with their guns drawn.

oppression and struggle of proletarians
Byrne would be frantic," laughed a
young woman whose family is targeted

as "extensive" and credits this for the
fact that there weren't more outbreaks.

bucks were here. I asked them "Where

tional guard just like they did in the

In fact, there was such a massive de

else should they be—home or on the
streets?" They searched the boys. They

'60s. But if the people here can show
them that we ain't gonna be treated this

wholesale rebellion'broke out on the

threw my mattress off the bed and

way any more, it would be worth it!".

West Side later that afternoon, the

searched the apartment.'"

mittee to Richard J. Daley briefly de

scribes the police presence in the Loop

report admits that the police were not

The headline for the article on the lop

"'Mrs. Mack, a neighbor, came over

determination to bring a whole new

One stood in the doorway holding a gun
on us. He had his finger on the trigger.
They wanted to know why the young

late '60s. Today, as the ruling class
faces even far worse prospects than
rebellions in the 1980s, they are serious

Correction

when the tender shoots of new life

spring up, it is the time to declare our

broke off from the march and headed
tion of State and Madison Streets,

the coming of spring means something
quite different. Not only is it the time

"'You don't try to see, mister, you
just hear. I've got five children and we
were on the floor," Mrs. Jennie Ste
phen told a reporter
'

bullet holes

for the heart of the Loop, the intersec

Jane hopes.
But to the international proletariat

would stop.

were about to come true. 100 youths

thorities that their worst nightmares

ployment of cops in the Loop that when

areas that are key to them. A striking

apartments and hoped the shooting

here because they started shooting up
her apartment. I don't know how many
times they shot but you can count the

King, it must have appeared to the au

political response to the dangers posed
by the mighty Black rebellions of the
ly moving to suppress, terrorize and •
even drive oppressed masses out of

"For about two hours Saturday mor

ning, most of the residents of the
20-story Cabrini Homes on the Near
North Side hugged the floors of their

"in sufficient numbers to cope with the
scale of civil disorders

"

Although actual damage done in the
Loop was very minimal and only a
small group was involved, the bour
geois media went wild over the per
ceived threat to the central business
district.

Rebellion broke out at Cabrini-Green

late in the afternoon of that April 5,
1968. On Saturday morning, April 6,

the police found they had another force

One man, (Ilurtis Jefrow, was mur

dered as he stuck his head outside his
door. The entire assault was blacked

out except for this one article.

The picture that emerges from these
reports and studies, sketchy as they are,
is that of a ruling class freaked out over

its vulnerability—including the tactical
vulnerability of Chicago's center, the
Loop. The reports show great alarm
over two relatively minor incursions in
to the Loop—first the department store

fires of March 29, 1968 and then the

for eviction. "She would call out the

federal troops, the police and the na
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ihcm and for us. The proletariat can

aims of the prolciariai for the sake of

internationalism—which

make tremendous advances—but it can

preserving the present legal organi/a-

do—I would continue to be the target

of mounting attacks, through the 'legal
machinery' and otherwise-, by the ruling

I

refuse to

also throw them away. "// is not so

iions...The

often that history places this form of

revolution was .sold for a mess of pot

struggle on the order of the day, but

tage—organizations permitted by the

then its significance is felt for decades

present police law." (Lenin, Collapse

class and its armed enforcers and
agents, and I would be forced to devote

pressed people." In fact Lenin wrote

to come." (Lenin. Collapse of the Se
cond International) During the first im

of the Second International)
Lenin, on the other hand, understood

my efforts more and more, during such
a decisive period, mainly to trying to

most of his major works while in ex
ile—including H'hat is To Be Done?

perialist world war, most of the parties

that Ihe democracy of capitalism is only
a thinly-veiled dictatorship and that

stay free of their murderous clutches

of the Second International betrayed

and Imperialism, ihe Highest Stage of
Capitalism—while paying close atten
tion to the revolutionary movement in
Russia. But even more importantly he

the

with

while the proletariat should make use of

attempts." Can anyone who has the

their own bourgeoisies and perpetrated
that war of plunder, while the
Bolsheviks in Russia, led by Lenin

slightest understanding of the nature of

paid close attention to the study and

(mainly in exile during this period), de

legal organization when and where it
can, that fundamentally the bourgeoisie
cannot tolerate the existence of a party
that seriously takes up the task of pro
viding revolutionary leadership to the
masses, preparing them for the seizure
of power.
In his statement announcing the de
mand for political refugee status in
France, Bob Avakian lists the many at

period in history when the real possibili
ty exists to decisively go up against im

Geography
Continued from pa^e9

proletariat

and

sided

further development of the science of

nounced this as the worst opportunism

Marxism and

and real capitulation and instead fought
for the defeat of their bourgeoisie and

based

himself on the

understanding that the struggle of the
proletariat takes place on. the world
stage, and that the basic principles upon
which that struggle can advance are
universal, despite the unevenness and
different stages of development of the
movement in any given country. Can
anyone say one's geography is the
determining factor in making such con

prepared the masses to rise up when the
situation ripened. Lenin pointed to the
long-term fascination of the oppor
tunist

German

party

with

seats in

parliament, positions in the trade
unions, and legal forms of organization
as the nemesis of the leaders of this par
ty when the outbreak of war brought
things to a head. 'The initiation of

proletariat's

right

to

tacks that have been launched against
the RCP and himself as its chairman, as
well as the experience in this country of

and

dodge

their

assassination

this system doubt the truth of this state
ment? And understanding this, how
could anyone who is serious about car

rying forward the struggle to make

revolution suggest that Bob Avakian
allow him.self to spend the bulk of his
time in such efforts—let alone to fall in

to their clutches—paritcularly in such a

perialism all over the world and to real
ly kick their ass? Such a crime would

threaten the whole world, but where

revolutionary activities would obvious
ly have led to the dissolution of these
legal organizations by the police, and

many more, are clear indications that if
I were to remain here in the U.S., and
unless I renounce my mo.st deeply-held

not be quickly forgotten by the mas.ses
who are today struggling to free the
world of imperialism nor by the future
proletarians who.se conditions of life
and struggle will be greatly determined
by the role that the communist leaders

revolutionary storms threaten the rule
of imperialism, the stakes are high for

the old party—from Legieh to Kautsky,

inclusively—sacrificed the revolutionary

principles and abandon the cause of
proletarian revolution and proletarian

able to make, in this decisive decade. 1 .1

tributions?

In such a period as is shaping up to
day, where not only crisis and war

full-scale a.ssaults against revolutionary

individuals and organizations, and
sums up; "All the.se things, among

play, and the contributions they are

People's Court
Conlinued from page 14

and strengthens, the reactionary nature

of government is further widely expo.s-

antisocial?" The people .sometimes
demanded strong punishment to be
given to the accu.sed. The party cadre

ed to the people. People lose their faith
in the present courts and legal system

explained the importance and nature of

once they grasp the class nature of this
machinery. They further understand

the court. He called upon the people to
take it up as a rectification campaign.

that this machinery is used to suppress

Transformation is possible for the ac

the people, that police, courts and ail

cused. We rnust not kill the patient, we

such are created and

must save him and cure his illness.

maintained to

perpetuate repression and exploitation.

The concern of the party and people

At such a lime revolutionary forces put

shown in the life of the antisocial made

forward Ihe need of a parallel justice.
The justice of the people, ability of the
masses to easily sort out right from

the old serious errors. He then and

wrong are all stressed.

Such popular courts are acclaimed by

him think. He vowed never to repeat
there pledged to live in

maximum

cooperation with the people. He further
appealed the people to help him

the

transform. Thus a problem that needed

establishing of political power, locally.

solving for the last many years ended.

Marxist-Leninists

in

relation

to

An effort, to let the initiative of the

Where the established court and police

people grow and make them capable of
handling organs of political power in
that area, is made in this way. The an
nihilation struggles [annihilation of
particularly hated tyranlsl in Kenichira
and Kanjiramchira last year are to be
viewed in this light. It becomes the task
of the people to resist the attempts of

failed, the people won.
It was interesting to note that a

the police etc. to break this. It is the
political power of the dominant classes
and thereby their very existence itself
that is questioned by this.
In the districts of Wynad and Allep-

py, the workers and masses threw out
the weight of Trade Union bosses from
their shoulders and dared to struggle,

manifesting this concept of popular
justice through popular pre.ssure ex
erted oh the employers to gain their
rights. They forcefully wrenched their
demands. Before the actual practi.sing
of such force, extensive propaganda is

done, mass work is launched and thus
the revolutionary workers were able to
rally broad masses around the issue.
Quintals [1(X) lb. sacksl of rice and

.sugar intended for ration, but sold in
the black market, was seized
distributed in various places.

and

But the people's court assembled at

Alleppy last month was entirely dif
ferent. Thai people's court was conven
ed to resolve the contradictions among

the people. The whole people in that
area took part in the proceedings. Some
elements were branded by the people
themselves as antisocials for their life of
the underworld. Some were ruffians,

acted as pawns for parties, consumed
alcohol, indulged in dice and threatened
or as.saulted anyone who would ques
tion them. It was a kind of "Dada" or

goonda [a hired thug often used by
landlords and capitalists) that they

were. These people reported themselves
in the court at an open place. Then they
were asked questions by the people.
Tho.se who suffered at the hands of

these goondas pointed fingers at them.
The tough sometimes breaks down cry
ing; sometimes painfully asks, "who
will marry my si.ster if you brand me

oppbe^ed peoples
'
, of
the wobld
UN
,
wmstM isw

Marxist-Leninist cadre too was sub

jected to court measures for his .sectar
ian errors in handling contradictions
among the people.
This trend of parallel jurisdiction is

growing. It is making the ruling classes
and parliamentary parties shudder at
the thought of tomorrow.
I I

Bacl<ground
of Brixton
Continued from page 19

ment. However, the school of expe

rience is a great teacher, and among
younger working people there is a grow
ing disaffection with the Labour Party,
and among the young blacks there is

growing rejection of the conciliationist
approach of an older generation of
black leaders.

In Britain, we are arriving at a crucial

conjuncture in the class struggle. The
growing crisis of imperialism is increas
ingly calling into question long estab
lished bourgeois habits of thought and

action among the masses. Material con
ditions dictate that they can no longer

live in the old complaisant way, and
also this means that the ruling class can

no longer rule in the old way either. The
monopolists increasingly have to resort
to the most openly brutal methods to

keep the people down. All of this places
a very heavy burden of responsibility on
the genuine Marxist-Leninist elements
still remaining in Britain. Can we show
the working masses of all races a gen
uine revolutionary way forward? Yes,
of course we can, if we unreservedly

and untiringly commit ourselves to the
rebuilding of the revolutionary move

ment and party under the guidance of
the accumulated wisdom of working

people in struggle everywhere, MarxismLeninism, Mao Tsetung Thought.
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Talk by Bob Avakian
Chairman of the Central Committee of the

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
This major analysis originaiiy appeared In the Revolutionary Worker,
issue no. 49, under the title of "Is Revolution Really Possible this Decade

and What does May First Have to Do with It?"
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Mao Tsetung's

Immortal Contributions
A summary of the essence of Mao's thought and teachings, which he
developed through the twists and turns of over 50 years of revolutionary
struggle.

by Bob Avakian

CHAPTERS ON:

• Revolution in Colonial Countries

at a time when everything he fought for, everything that inspired millions

• Revolutionary War and Military Line
• Political Economy, Economic Policy and Socialist Construction

about revolutionary China, is under fierce attack.

• Philosophy

This book delivers a powerful blow in defense of Mao's revolutionary line
It blasts the slander that Mao was an idle dreamer trying to Impose an
impractical vision on the world. No one knew better than he that there was

no straight line to liberation but that through continued struggle the world
would be won and remade by the people. "The ceaseless emergence and

• Culture and the Superstructure

• Continuing the Revolution Under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
• Conclusion: Mao Tsetung, The Greatest Revolutionary of Our Time

resolution of contradictions as against all notions of absoluteness and

stagnation. . this Mao grasped as the driving force in the development of
ail things. . and this understanding runs like a crimson path through Mao's
writings and actions."

$4.95 (paper) 342 pp.
$12.95 (cloth)

Available from RCP Publications,
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P.O. Box 3466, Merchandise Mart, Chicago,
Illinois 60654, or at bookstores in your area
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Everywhete the modern overlords look, they must see the

^

unmistdkdble sights end hesr the unmistekeble sounds of - 33
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May 1st
INTERNATIONAirWORKERS DAY
A May 1st in which we deciare our firm opposition to

Imperiaiism; A May 1st in which we boidiy take the stand of

[>own With

Old Order And

Fight To Bring
Aiive The New!
A May 1st in which we. . .
.,X'' J

Make A Living Force
Of Proietarian

internationaiismi
A May 1st in which we
BREAK OUT, BREAK FREE,

PUT THE RED FLAG IN COMMAND!
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