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Last week a committee of the United
Nations World Health Organization ap-
proved a proposed code that would ban
the worldwide promotion and advertis-
ing of infant formulas that discourage
breast feeding. The code was over-
whelmingly passed by a vote of 93 to 3.
Two of the three countries that voted
against it, Chad and Bengladesh, stated
that they did not oppose the code itself
but cast negative votes to protest the
early cutoff of debate apparently
because they wanted even stronger
measures, That left only one country
that had openly opposed any limitation
on the peddling of infant formula—you
guessed it, the United States. According
to the U.S. representative to the UN,
Gerald Helman, the U.S. strongly sup-
ports breast feeding but objects to
prescribing ‘‘a rigid set of rules ap-
plicable to companies, health workers
and the health care system in all parts of
the world."’

Indeed, the pious concern of the U.S.
imperialists for the health of people all
over the world is really quite: touching
and also quite well known—particularly
around the question of supplying infant
formula to the developing countries.
When infant formula sales dropped
after the post WW 11 “‘baby boom’ in
the U.S., the American-based com-
panies like Abbott, Bristol Meyers and
American Home Products that
manufacture this stuff quickly expand-
ed their operations into Africa, Asia
and Latin America, where they
developed a thriving multi-million
dollar business. Industry represen-
tatives regularly descend like vultures
on hospitals; clinics and maternity
wards in these countries, pushing infant
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formula like dope. A wvast array of
glowing literature falsely proclaiming
the benefits of expensive breastmilk
substitutes and adorned with pictures
depicting rosy-cheeked mothers with
smiling healthy babies is passed out,
along with plenty of free samples. Once
a mother starts using the formula, her
milk dries up and she and her child are
“hooked”’ for the duration, whether
she can afford it or not.

While there are legitimate uses for in-
fant formula (such as when a mother’s
breast milk is insufficient) and' it ap-
parently is not so hazardous in the
richer, more well-off nations, the
detrimental effects of unnecessarily us-
ing breast milk substitutes in the less
developed countries have been exten-
sively documented and are widely
known—so widely known, in fact, that
there has been an international boycott
of Nestle’s, the Swiss-based kingpin of
the infant formula industry, for the last
four years, in opposition_to its criminal
activities in marketing its formula
worldwide. Lacking the various
nutrients and antibodies providing im-
mune protection that come with breast
milk, formula-fed babies are more
highly susceptible to inféction, chronic
diarrhea, malnutrition and a host of
fatal diseases. And in the developing
nations—long stunted, impoverished
and maintained in an enforced state of
backwardness by the imperialists—this
susceptability is, of course, greatly
magnified. The high rate of illiteracy
means that women who use the formula
are less likely to be able to prepare it
properly according to the instructions
on the label; formula must be mixed
with impure water; it is difficult to
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sterilize the bottles; mothers are often
forced to dilute the formula to make it
go further, etc., etc.

Along with this, there is the fact that
these'mothers are generally malnourish-
ed themselves living as they do under
conditions of imperialist domination
and that their breast milk may therefore
be lacking in adequate nourishment for
their child anyway. This leaves them all
the more vulnerable to the unfounded
claims of companies like Nestle that:
‘“‘Pelargon. babies enjoy a steady,
healthy growth and a resistance to in-
fection close to that of breast fed
babies. ..’ It is estimated that infant
formula is responsible for literally
millions of cases each year of early in-
Sfant malnutrition and death from infec-
tion, starvation and a variely of
diseases in these countries. It is no
mystery why the infant formula com-
panies are known throughout the world
as ‘“‘the baby killers.”

But this popular appellation does not
greatly concern the International Coun-
cil of Infant Food Industries, which
represents the 14 western and Japanese
conglomerates that have carved up 85%
of the market for baby foods in the
developing countries. What does con-
cern them is that the proposed WHO
code is too “‘inflexible’’—even though
it is purely a cosmetic move that would
not prohibit them from selling infant
formula anywhere  they please, only
from advertising it in such a way as to
“‘interfere’’ with breast feeding. But
even this ridiculous pretense of *‘regula-
tion’” is not feeble enough for the
American infant formula companies
who: have been particularly well-
organized in their efforts to oppose it.

Last January, former Secretary of
State William Rogers, ‘'now a paid lob-

byist for American Home Products,:

spoke to the incoming Reagan ad-
ministration about supporting the in-
dustry’s position. Subsequently,

' Reagan nominated Ernest Lefever (who

is, we might add, appropriately named)
as Assistant Secretary of State for
Human Rights after he publicly admit-
ted accepting $25,000 from Nestle’s and
was in the midst of coordinating a
private campaign against various
church groups that have been opposing
the infant formula companies. Then in
March, executives of Bristol Meyers,
Abbot/Ross Labs and American Home
Products began a two week series of
visits to federal officials and members
of Congress to urge that the U.S. op-
pose adoption of the code—no doubt
handing out further copious sums of
money in the process.

So now the U.S. can claim the
distinguished honor of being the only
one in the World who, as a matter of
principle, refused to even pretend that
they are concerned about limiting the
vampire-like activities of the infant for-
mula companies that prey on the
children of the disposessed nations.
This stand was so blatant that even two
top officials of the notorious Agency
for International Development, which
coordinates the efforts of the U.S. im-
perialists to plunder the oppressed na-
tions announced they were resigning in
protest while cries of indignation went
up from a host of “liberal’’ imperialist
spokesmen like Teddy Kennedy, con-
cerned with the damage this will do to
the U.S. image in the international
community. But the U.S. vote stands,
After all, what’s a few million more
dead kids each year in those ‘‘other”
countries where the imperialists have
plundered and killed for decades
‘anyway, compared to American prin-
ciples and the millions of bucks they
might stand to/lose? Such is the insane
and inevitable logic of capitalism and
its underlying laws which dictate the ex-
traction of profits, -even if from the
mouths of babes. O
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South Africa’s “New” Relationship with U.S.

From Back-Door Mistress to Blushing Bride

On May 14 South African foreign
minister Roelof (Pik) Botha arrived in
the U.S. for two days of unprecedented
‘‘officially sanctioned” visits with
Secretary of State Haig and President
Reagan. Quoted in the South African
newspaper Die Beeld as possibly
becoming ‘‘one of the most important
discussions in which South Africa has
taken part since the Second World
War,” Botha's two days of “friendly
and cooperative meetings’’ marked the
culmination of the process of trans-
forming the reactionary apartheid
regime in South Africa from the back-
door mistress of U.S. imperialism into a
blushing bride in a publicly celebrated
marriage of convenience and necessity.
While the relationship between South
Africa and U.S. imperialism has always
been close, in the recent past it has been
shrouded in the fog of politically ne-
cessary, apparent standoffishness com-
bined with covert but wholehearted
support.

The process of ditching the fog of
standoffishness and openly and fla-
grantly embracing the South African
regime started to become evident earlier
this year.: In January, South Africa,
both looking out for the best possible
deal for itself and also sensing a shift in
the ranks of U.S. imperialism, canned
the highly touted Namibia negotiations,
stating that the call for a ceasefire was
premature and that South Africa was
no longer confident in the ability of the
United Nations to remain ‘‘impartial”’
as it supervised the transition to ‘‘inde-
pendence in Namibia.”” During these
negotiations and immediately after-
wards, South Africa unleashed a series
of heavy raids into Angola and Mozam-
bique, including one raid over two hun-
dred miles inside Angolan territory and
another on Maputo, the capital city of
Mozambique. None of this solicited
more than an ‘“‘unfortunate’ or “‘no

comment” from the U.S. imperialists.
In early March, during a televised inter-
view with U.S. imperialism’s official
newscaster, Walter Cronkite, Reagan
called for the open support of the
“friendly’’ nation of South Africa.

Never one to miss a cue, South Africa
quickly dispatched five of its top milita-
ry officials, including Lt. General P.W.
Van dan der Wesperhuizen, the South
African chief of military intelligence to
Washington. Over a period of six days
these ‘‘gentlemen’’ met ‘‘informally
and unofficially’’ with State Dept. offi-
cials and Congressmen, officials of the
Defense Intelligence Agency and the
National Security Council, and finally
with the U.S." UN ambassador Jeane
Kirpatrick. After six days of high level
meetings and speaking engagements
someone at the State Dept. ‘‘accidental-
ly discovered’” who these South African
gentlemen were and asked them to
leave. In what was undoubtedly a pur-
poseful and feeble excuse, the U.S. gov-
ernment claimed that they had abso-
lutely no idea who these people were,
that they had ‘‘misrepresented them-

~ selves on their visa application.”” The

utter absurdity of this excuse is high-
lighted by the fact that one of the visi-
tors, Admiral Willen du Plessis, was the
defense attaché at the South African
embassy in Washington, D.C. before he
was deported in April of 1979. In addi-
tion to this, the March 15 morning
newspapers prominently ran out the
presence and proper identification of
the South African military officials.
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Jeane Kirpatrick claims that when she
met with these people later on that same
afternoon she had absolutely no idea
who they were. Obviously their uni-
forms and decorations threw Miss Kir-
patrick off balance—she must: have
thought they were the doormen from
the Pretoria Hilton.

Following hot on the heels of the
South African military officials, Dirk
Mudge and other leaders of the Demo-
cratic Turnhalle Alliance (South
African puppet party in Namibia)
were warmly received in official Wash-
ington circles, so much so that on his
departure, Mudge could only ecstatical-
ly reply that he had received nothing
but ‘‘good vibrations” from U.S. offi-
cials.

A few weeks later the U.S. imperial-
ists announced that the first phase of
their Africa policy review was complet-
ed. On April 6, Chester Crocker, the
Assistant Secretary of State Designate
for African Affairs and the former
Africa expert at the Center for Strategic
and! International Studies, was dispatch-
ed on a ten-nation African tour. He is
the one. who helped author the in-
famous “‘Tar Baby Option’” paper with
Henry Kissinger (the National Security
memorandum that stated that ‘“‘white
rule’’ was a permanent fixture in south-
ern Africa). Crocker’s tour included
visits to Nigeria, the ‘‘front line'’ states
including Angola and Mozambique,
South Africa and finally a consultation
visit\ with the so-called ‘‘Contact group
of five’’ (the imperialist workteam

Mass Proletarian War Crimes Tribunals
.To Open in Los Angeles, May 29, 30, 31

The two principal areas of testimony in these

hearings will be:

* Central America, South America and

Mexico

* Internal expansion of U.S. imperialism,
past and present, focusing on the

oppressed nationalities.

* |In addition there will be testimony from
veterans and testimony on the question of
scientific research for U.S. imperialism.

The tfibunal encourages all those who are
unable to participate directly to send written
or taped testimony, photos and films to the
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around Namibia, consisting of the
U.S., France, Britain, West Germany
and Canada which authored the UN
plan for ‘‘Namibian independence’’).
The substance of Crocker’s visit has
been reported to have been laying out
the ‘‘new?’’ U.S. policy in Africa, parti-
cularly with regard to U.S. relations to
South Africa and the question of the
settlement with Namibia.

Within a few weeks of Crocker’s re-
turn, South' African Foreign Minister
Botha was officially received and wel-
comed at the State Dept. and the White
Houser: Coming off these meetings,
U.S. imperialism and the South Afri-
cans announced that there was a new
spirit of cooperation and climate of
hopefulness in matters concerning
southern Africa. According to U.S.
spokesmen, it's time to recognize that
there is ‘‘a limit on the U.S. capacity to
use negative pressure’’ in relation to
South Africa and the region as a whole,
In other words, ‘‘It’s time to shed the
baggage, get rid of the obstacles created
by the useless anachronism of public
disapproval of South Africa and get
down to the real business at hand,”

Securing the Area for War

This new face for U.S. policy in
southern Africa is embodied in what
has euphemistically been labeled ‘‘con-
structive engagement’’—the policy
sired and developed by none other than
Chester Crocker himself, In the winter
1980/81 issue of Foreign Affairs Ches-
ter Crocker describes ‘‘constructive en-
gagement’® as a multi-faceted, active,
flexible and realistic strategy for achiey-
ing U.S. goals in southern Africa and
combatting any Soviet gains or influen-
ces in the area. As the bottom line,
Crocker states that: ‘‘Constructive en-
gagement in the region as a whole is the

Continued on page 16
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New Programme and

New Constitution of the
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

Just published—
May 1, 1981

These documents contain basic principles and
general guidelines for the struggle all the way to
worldwide classless society, communism. But
from this perspective they are written especially
with the immediate situation in mind. This is a bat-
tle plan fora period in which great challenges and
great revolutionary possibilities are on the order of
the day in this country and the whole world.

These documents have been weapons in
preparation since March 1980. At that time they
were published as drafts for discussion and have
been widely circulated. They have since been the
subject of debate and discussion both within the
Party and more broadly in the pages of the
Revolutionary Worker. This process
included comments and criticisms from
comrades.internationally as well. In
this way, the drafts have been greatly
strengthened, particularly in their proletarian inter-
nationalist character. Now, having been approved
by the Central Committee of the Party, the final
versions have been made public.

These are documents whose vision is worldwide
and lofty, and at the same time which pose im-
mediate challenges and give our Party’s basic
answer to the urgent situation facing the people of
the whole world, including the masses of this coun-
try. Not only are the problems addressed, but so
too are the basic solutions offered by the road of
proletarian revolution.

With the publication of these documents, our
Party calls on people to take them up and invites
individuals and groups broadly to engage in
serious discussion with us about them. Write us,
meet with us—unite with us to carry them out.

New Programme and
New Constitution of the

Revolutionary Communist
Party, USA.

$3.00 (include $.50 postage)
RCP Publications,

P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise
Mart, Chicago, IL. 50654

BAlso published as a separate pamphlet
New Constitution |

Contains a section on the General Line of the RCP, USA and 11 Articles

Wh t d 't mean : the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA. _
a OeS ’ Those who join the Party should be fearless in the face of
e 3 the enemy and dedicated in the cause of the proletariat. They
to IO'n the should expect and be prepared for persecution, imprisonment
and murder at the hands of the enemy, and not a soft job, a

R Iut" nar Communist comfortable position and a career. But beyond that, they must

eVO - O y be guided by the largeness of mind characteristic of the pro-

9 ' 2 letariat, study energetically and actively apply the science of

Pafty USA @ Marxism-Leninism and be prepared to go against any tide that

J is opposed to Marxism-Leninism, be vanguard fighters among

: the masses and be ready to take up any post, fulfill any task

S g that serves the revolution, not only in the particular country but

from the New Constitution I internationally. The Party must be: made up of people whose

Article lives are.devoted to the revolutionary struggle of the interna-

Any proletarian or any other person involved in the revolu- tional proletariat and the achievement of its historic mission:

tionary struggle who accepts the %onstitution of the f’arty, IS worldwide communism.

committed to working actively in a Party organization, to carry- i :

inog out the Party's dgcisions{and to observing Party discipline New Constitution available separately

and paying Party membership dues, may become a member of $.75 (include $.50 postage)





