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WORKERS STORM
HISTORY'’S STAGE

May 1st, 1980--a mighty twister tore through the political landscape of the U.S.

For analysis of the importance of May Day 1980 see

Statement by
Bob Avakian,
Chairman of the

What lessons can we draw from
the great, history making May
First 19807 And now what do
we do?

First we must see clearly
what happened. On that day a
qualitative leap forward was
taken in the development of
a revolutionary proletarian
movement in this country--taking
its place in the ranks of class

Central Commitiee, RCP

"A Great Leap on May 1st"

DETROIT MAY 1ST 1980

tfansforming it forever. From New York,

Washington D.C. and Atlanta to Portland, Seattle, Oakland and L.A., and cities in between--from coast to coast people
saw a new force emerging — class conscious, revolutionary workers, taking to the streets in unity with their
brothers and sisters world wide. Hundreds of thousands perhaps even millions were watching, waiting to see if

May Day 1980 would happen here, and it did. As one man sitting in a restaurant in L.A. said, jumping up as the
demonstration went by, "It's the workers! They said they would march and they did! They did! They did!"

on page 3

conscious workers international-
ly. A force of revolutionary
workers, determined to see the
battle through, bas arisen at
a time when this imperialist
system is in big trouble, and
is preparing for war and when
unprecedented revolutionary
opportunities lie ahead. With

" May First our ability to seize

these opportunities has jumped
ahead.

The aftermath of this event
-—the excited, inspired and

” Continued on page 8
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150,000 RWs
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- DISTRIBUTE

This week, hot on the heels of May lst, 1980, the time is
now to seize the time, and take another leap forward with the
distribution of 150,000 copies of the special, double,-Red Flag
Edition of the Revolutionary Worker. This newspaper, the voice
of the Revolutionary Communist Party is the main weapon of the
class-conscious revolutionaries today in preparing for the armed
seizure cf power when a revolutionary situation ripens. And as
Chairman Bob Avakian pointed out in the statement in the RW,

No. 49, May lst--Dare to Join Those Forging the Future, "What

we do from now forward, focused immediately on May lst will be
of tremendous importance in deciding whether we are able to
seize this opportunity when it arises." At this time, the dis-
tribution of the 150,000 RW's is key to building off the great
leap taken on May 1st, and waging the fierce battle against the
bourgeocisie on the-summation of May 1st, 1980, it's significance
and where do we go from here. The revolutionary forces have to
muster our strength and go into the streets armed with this news-
paper and get into the hands of all people who are hungry to
read the truth about May lst, 1980. The Revolutionary Worker

has been the main weapon in waging the battle for Mav lst it-
self and all those who stepped forward to pick up tiie Red Flag,
who marched in the streets, who defended May lst 1980 from at-
tack, who "wanted.to do something"” and did it, must now take up
the task of getting this paper into the hands of many, many
thousands more. Literally millions of people have had their heads
turned by May 1lst 1980 and the revolutionary hopes and thoughts
of many have been stirred. There is a basis for greatly expand-
ing the regular distribution of the RW--This 150,000 effort is

a special effort but it's not just-a one-shot deal!

In the aftermath of May 1st, what has been revealed is that
there were literally thousands of people beyond the numbers who
took to the streets, who "wanted to do something on May Day" and
did. And there were many thousands more who watched and waited
gﬁ?iously for the news, looking to see what the revolutionary
workers would do. Now it is crucial for all those who acted in
solidarity with May lst 1980 to step forward and be counted, to
write.to the Revolutionary Worker and tell us what you did and
why. This is very necessary so that an assessment can be made

SEATTLE——MAY DAY MARCH PASSES SHEET METAL SHOP.

of the breadth and depth of the revolutionary movement it is ne-
cessary so that the class-conscious forces can better assess
their strength, their allies and prepare for revolution. Each
issue in the weeks ahead we'll be printing these other reports
on May Day.

We have already received some reports and from these we
know that the current information is only the tip of the ice-
berg. But the reports that we have received reveal the. profound
effect of May 1lst on revolutionary-minded workers and revolu-
tionary elements throughout society. One woman in Cincinnati put
it Yike this, "There is something strange about your organiza-
tion. It makes you want to do things that you don't want to. I
would have had to fight them (referring to reactionary counter-
demonstrators on May Day) and I would have risked it all, to
prevent those people from doing-anything to you." And what
people have to grasp is what is making them do things and who
is knocking at the door. As Bob Avakian said, "In the period
ahead, someone is gonna come knocking on your door. You're not

gonna be able to stick your head under your pillow and pretend

" it's not there, you're not gonna be able to escape with dope or

alecohol or tranquilizers or any of this stuff people try to use
to get through the day one way or another. They are gonna come
knocking on your door, the capitalists are gonna come knocking.
The class-conscious among the proletariat--the class in this
country that doesn't have a stake in this system, no real inter-
est except to rise up and overthrow it--it's class conscious
forces are gonna be there knocking on your door. And we're not
gonna quit knocking until you, until millions and millions like
you, come out from the confines that the'capitalists try to force
us all into and march onto the stage of history to stay."

Now is the time for all those who heard May 1lst 1980 knock-
ing on their door and stepped outside to take a stand to start
knocking on some other people's doors and wake them up to what
class of people is going down, and what class is rising up. Seize
the day, get 150,000 Revolutionary Workers into every pocket of
resistance in this imperialist rat trap. Become ‘a Co—con;pirator
right now.

MAY 1st ERUPTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

The following reports from some cities around the country
about the dramatic and historic Revolutionary May Day events
held on May First itself and in the days immediately following
it are based on still only partial knowledge of all that went
down and the far reaching effects these bold actions had. Never-
theless, these initial reports not only vividly shew the pro-
found impact of the revolutionary blows delivered on May lst,
1980 as the working class took the political stage as never
before in this country. They also indicate the inexhaustible
revolutionary potential of the masses of working class and op-
pressed people in this country, the very heart of the U.S. im-
perialist empire. .

Thousands of workers and others oppressed by the U.5. bour-
geoisie in 16 cities across the country chanted as one, clear-
ly declaring their intentions and uncompromising stand:

Join with the workers of other
lands.

Let's take history into our hands

May Day 1980

Red, White and Blue
We spit on you

You stand for plunder
You'll go under!

National Oppression and all the
system's trash

Is what the working class must -
stand up and smash

May Day 1980

Revolution-Right on Time
Bob Avakian's got the line
Wake Up, Break Out

May Day 1980

In the face of over 70 arrests in L.A. alone, in the face of
beatings, tortures, and the planned police execution of Comrade
Damian Garcia--and in the face of open threats of more of the
same from the ruling class's mouthpiece and hit-men--May First,
1980 burst forth defiantly and joyously on the streets of L.A.
By the start of the Lrief rally'at MacArthur Park there could be
no doubt that neither the party of the proletariat nor its ad-
vanced section would allow May Day to be stopped. Chants rang

Continued on page 7
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A great and historic step
was taken on May 1st 1980. Pow-
erful political demonstrations
exploded onto the scene to mark
May Day in the major cities
of the United States. Who would
have expected it from a working
class that was supposed to be
so infatuated with what's in
front of its nose that the best
it was capable of was perhaps
to run a 1little faster after
a piece of cheese in a maze.
This was <dindeed something new
and different. In Los Angeles,
hundreds of workers, Black,
white and Chicano braving police
attacks and arrests, marching
through the downtown area and
garment district to the cheers
of thousands of bystanders.
In Detroit a similar situation
in which the march was broken
up only to be reconstituted
with 6 people forming a new
leadership core, 4 of whom had
never been involved in any kind
of demonstration like this be-
fore. People rose to the occa-
sion because the working class
was rising to new heights. In
Oakland, California, a Black
worker brought friends out to
act as a security squad when
he learned that the KKK might
attack. The youth were inspired
as well-—and inspired others.
School breakouts in the San
Francisco Bay Area and Detroit.
In Portland a 14 year old youth

proudly marching, red banner
in hand, at the head of the
demonstration, swearing that
no one was going to stop it.
"I guess," he said, "I'm one
of those who all through my

life have had a vision of a
better world." :

The ruling class,
tried to discredit ik,
ignore it. Even  where these
marches were painted as "small
and insignificant," such “irre-
levant® demonstrations somehow
made. it onto the front page
and the 6:00 news. No doubt,
the newscasters gulped hard,
maybe choking a bit, when they
recited the 1list of countries
where revolutionary May Day
demonstrations were held: Tur-
key, Iran, El Salvador, Chile,
reports of armed clashes with
the authorities. But then came
the unexpected: "May day demon-
strations erupt in violence
in the United States." Wait
was that right, the United
States? To gquote the dean of
anchor-lackeys, "That's the
way it is." And that's the way
it's going to be. Because the
class conscious section of the
working class ' has climbed into
the political ring and is going
to stay there; the ' ante has
been upped and it's a fight
to the end, to the overthrow
of this decaying system and

though they
couldn't

the complete abolition of class-—
; |
. / 5

THE SCIENCE OF
! REVOLUTION

eS.

That such political demonstra-
tions took place in the United
States, right here in the belly
of the beast, is a momentous
event. There can be little ques—
tion that millions throughout
the world who have resisted
the jackboot of U.S. imperialism
whether they be tin miners in
Bolivia or peasants in Kurdestan
will derive great inspiration
and assistance from these ac-
tions. But the urgency of weld-
ing together the advanced in
this country to become a force
to influence millions is only
a reflection of what invests

May Day with importance through-—

out the world. May Day actions
here and throughout the world
have taken place at a critical
juncture. A period of unprece-—
dented tumult and upheaval lies
ahead of us. As the Chairman
of our Central Committee, 'Bob
Avakian, explained in his New
Years article: "We are about
to enter the '80s. When we emer-
ge on -the other side, we and
the whole world will be drastic-
ally changed. For we are headed

into a decade different  from
the past, a decade where all
the basic contradictions in
the world will be increasing
with piercing - intensity. War
—world war——and revolution
are not distant words but loom-
ing ‘realities." May Day 1980

was exactly what the Chairman
of our Party said it would be
v _..an event of historic signi-
ficance...the greatest political
event in this country
years and decades." The deepen-
ing economic crisis and the
intensifying rivalry between
the two  superpowers propels
them +to redivide the world,
to pump new life into their

. dying system. And if revolution

doesn't prevent them from laun-
ching ‘such a war, then such
a war and the dislocations it
wreaks will create unparalleled
opportunities to strike crushing
and ‘perhaps decisive blows to
the rule to the U.S. imperial-
ists ar~ reactionaries else—
where. But whether such a possi-
bility is turned into actuality
depends on the subjective for-
ces—on the Jleadership of the
Party and the actions of the

advanced. The capitalists are
perfectly aware of their grow-
ing vulnerability. They are

by no means comfortable with
their '"consensus." Their ability
to toss out crumbs and cushions
is being undercut rapidly. The
shrillness and hysteria of their

patriotic appeals only reveals
their underlying weakness and
desperation. And right in the

midst of these howls is a thun-
dering force of revolutionary
workers and their allies saying
fuck this flag, declaring that
they will not go off to slaugh-
ter fellow workers to defend

-—whether to

since
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Great Leap on May Ist

this madness they call '"the
best of all worlds."
It was this force of class

conscious workers that was being
developed and steeled on May
Day. From start .to finish - the
advanced were put to a severe
test. It was veritable guerrilla
warfare in the plants. Revolu-
tionary Workers were infiltrated
into plants, bathroom walls
littered with grafitti and coun-
ter—grafitti. Fights broke out,
suspensions and firings were
now the order of the day. Fore-
men were reduced to slobbering
and laughable cheerleaders for
U.5. imperialism as they peddled
American flags like dope. The
initiative was" taken and reta-
ken. And . it was like this' in
every nook and cranny of society
that May Day penetrated—into
high schools, health clinics,
among artists, in the prisons
and military.
were wrestling with a decision
throw their Ilot
in with a doomed system or whe-
ther to lay hold of the revolu-
tionary possibilities of the
coming decade. And everywhere
a core emerging to “carry this
struggle out, to draw the lines
more sharply.

The. ruling class

recognized

the threat represented by May’

Day. Hundreds were: arrested,
peoples lives threatened. And
when Comrade Damian Garcia scal-
ed the walls of the Alamo, sym-—
bolizing this revolutionary
threat, it was as though the
gauntlet had been thrown down.
The red flag flying over this
sacred and crumbling shrine
to U.S. imperialism; shock waves
were sent to millidns throughout
the world. This Party and the
Jforce that it represented had
to be stopped. Comrade Garcia
was brutally murdered. . This
was to serve as a warning to
those who had rallied to the
banner of their Party; it was
a brazen attempt to bring ' this
Party to its knees.

But every attémpt to isolate
and frighten away May Day acti-
vists backfired. Comrade Gar-—
cia's murder only fired more
with, determination to take up

May Day. Out of the prisons
and high schools burst forth
messages of solidarity; many

who had never heard of Damiam
wept. when they learned of his
heroic act and resolved to honor
his memory through May Day.
And what more fitting tribute
than the outpouring of red flags
in cities across the country
on May Day. The capitalists
were lifting a rock to drop
it on their feet. How secure

can the capitalists feel when
they tell residents in a rat-
infested ' housing project that
they will be evicted if they
attend May Day rallies? What

have

effect can this possibly

PAMPHLET AVAILABLE NOW, BASED ON S00N TO BE PUBLISHED BOOK.
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‘pride burning

Tens of thousands:

on people who have virtually
nothing? What about those who
still swallow the lie that this
1s a free country, as police
surround their plants on the
morning of May 'Day to prevent
walkouts.

INTENSE BATTLE

It became more intense through-
out the day. Thousands ‘had to
brave police phalanxes and defy
the taunts - and provocations
of - organized reactionaries just
to join up with these marches.
In Los Angeles, a leaflet was
distributed by the police
threatening anyone’ who marched
with immediate arrest. So power-—
ful was the effect of this May
Day that thousands who did not
directly participate observed
it-haltingly, perhaps, sometimes
following the marches, yet’with
in their hearts.
This was a May Day so revolu-
tionary that thousands came
out to oppose it as well. But
why should this be a surprise?
It only revealed the depth and
breadth of what was happening.
It wasn't . enough that loyal
workers showed up for work.
They, too, had to be politically
activated. A big play was made
in the media about how workers'
opposed May Day. Suddenly® the
ruling class became so eager
to acknowledge-—almost patroni-
zingly——-the existence of the
working class. The irony,
though, could scarcely be con-
cealed. In Portland they trotted
out "unemployed machinists"
to take a stand against May
Day. "Now that will show them
dedicated and intel-
ligent our .workers are." In
Boston, workers in one plant
were given time off to demon-
strate against May Day. Not
enough showed up, however, and
some outsiders had to be import-

how 1loyal,

ed. Students were 1let out of
school so that some could be
whipped up by cops te attack

demonstrations. In Cincinnati,
jury duty was suspended so all
would have the opportunity to
demonstrate their patriotism.
Yet and still, it was precise-
ly when the lines were sharply
drawn that May Day took on its
greatest significance. It was
during these moments that the
initiative and heroism of the
masses was most 1in evidence.
New forces marching to the fore
to lead chants in the face of
police attacks. Pitched battles,
dispersal, regrouping, banners
held high, more joining
When the enemy lashed out and
issued its most hollow and cra-
ven appeals, people stepped
forward to defend May Day. One
Gray Panther (revolutionary
""senior citizen"” ) * demanded
to have a poster of Bob Avakian
in one march and at one point
put down his sign demanding
a bigger stick and charged
through the middle of some reac-—
tionaries to make way for the
demonstration. It wasn't a ques-—
tion of guts or a mere war of
What motivated people

in.

-nerves.
was an understanding of the
situation developing in . this
country and their role. They
were making common cause with
the oppressed throughout the
world. - .They understood that
something new was coming into
being in this country . and that

they had to blaze a path to
inspire and assist others. It
wasn't evenly or perfectly
grasped, but it was in this
highly charged atmosphere that
it became clear just who was
afraid of whom. Something new
and irresistible was arising,
as the demonstrators chanted
in~ the face of police attacks,
"Your pigs in blue, are nothing
new." It was embodied in the
Continued on p;ge 13



ferocity of the
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MAY DAY WORLDWIDE
Proletarian Internationalism

The demonstrations and actions
carried out by workers and op-
pressed people which shook impe-—
rialism and reactionary rulers
in many countries around the
world this May 1, 1980 reflect
a critical point in world his-
tory, a-point in which all the
basic contradictions of the
world are rapidly sharpening
and a new situation can be seen
coming into being. As the two
superpowers rush to line up
countries and whole continents
behind them in preparation for
what is their only possible
response to deepening economic
and political crisis, at the
same time opportunities for
revolution are also developing
rapidly in many countries. The
repression
against May Day demonstrations
this year and the stubborness
and determination with which
they were carried out despite

,this is a sign of the weakening

and desperate situation into
which ' the rulers are headed
and- of the increasingly excel-
lent situation faced by the
worldwide working class, a situ-—

ation marked by tremendous pos-'

sibilities for dramatic advan-
ces.

Clearly the May 1 actions
in Iran were among the most
significant, since at this time
this is where revolution has
hit hardest at the grip of impe-
rialism. In turn, Iran has been
a great inspiration to revolu-
tionary struggles all over the
world,
in this May Day. Turkey, where
imperialism's hold is in serious
crisis, was also the scene of
extremely significant and power-
ful May Day actions. Immigrant
workers from Turkey who have
been forced to work throughout
Europe because of imperialism's
squeeze on their country played

a very important role in impart-

ing revolutionary fervor to
May Day activities in France
and Germany and elsewhere. This
in itself is an example of the
fact that the working class
is one single class worldwide
with common revolutionary inter-—
ests along with those oppressed
by imperialism everywhere. (See
separate articles on May Day
in Iran and in Turkey.)

In fact, this year saw the
first May Day rioting in Western
Europe in many years, especially
in Northern European countries

which was also reflected

considered stable
as granite. Over 2000 people,
mainly youths, took the corona-
tion of Holland's new Queen
Beatrix as the occasion for
militant street fighting. This
action was spearheaded by squat-—
ters and others protesting the
fact that in this wealthy coun-
try many lack adequate or even
any housing--over 55,000 people
are on the waiting list in Am-
sterdam alone and the government
has vetoed public housing plans
because of the costs.

0Oslo, Norway was hit by the
worst rioting since WW2, as
2000 youths broke shop windows
and threw molotov cocktails
and stones at police. In Sweden,

for 90 years considered the
world's most perfect model of

until now

harmony between workers and
capitalists (due, to a large
part, to the success with which

Swedish
its way among bigger imperial-
ists), the country was rocked
by a national general strike

imperialism maneuvered

-which began the day after May

Day (May 1 is a legal holiday)
when nearly every major industry
shut down in response to an
employers' lockout of over
770,000 workers. Even Switzer—
land was hit by rioting youths
on May 1. All these actions
reflect not 'so much the work
of conscious revolutionary for-—
ces as the fact that even in
these countries,where the masses
were once said to be’comfortable
in their slavery, conditions
are becoming intolerable for
a very significant number of
people as the crisis which is
centered in the U.S. hits harder
and harder at its whole bloc.

In France, for the first time
in a generation the pro-Soviet
revisionists and the pro-U.S.
social democratic forces who
have - largely kept the French
working class in a stranglehold
were not able to pull off uni-

fied May Day demonstrations, )

mainly becausé_ of a sharp and
growing conflict over which
superpower to stand with. These

objective circumstances provided

a loosening of the revisionists'

hold. Revolutionary Marxist—
Laninist forces +<+toock part in
the wvarious May Day actions
involving tens of thousands
of workers in order to carry
out revolutionary agitation

and help create the conditions
for a different situation.

. selsheim,

"United Nations 2"

Statement from Stephen Yip

Our action at the UN Security Council was a political blow aimed
at the two superpowers—-the U.S. and the Soviet Union--who piously
and cynically talk about world peace while preparing feverishly
toward their armed contest for world domination. It was also a

call to all oppressed and working class people in the U.S. particu-
larly, and in the world generally, that the class conscious section

of the U.S. working class is mounting the political stage on May
Day 1980. We boldly proclaim to our rulers: Your gravediggers——
the working class——have arrived and will not be herded like sheep
to kill other slaves or be content to be cremated in a nuclear
holocaust for an imperialist world power. We will prepare for your

overthrow.

Statement from Glenn Gan

Even though we were unable to be on the streets with all of you
on May 1, our minds and spirits were with you and all those who
marched throughout this country and the world. Our actions spoke
for millions here and around the world. We proudly held high the
red flag, in that den of superpower intrigue, for the proletariat
worldwide and in memory of Comrade Damian Garcia. Let our rulers
tremble for in their midst a growing revolutionary section of workers,

their gravediggers, are proudly casting off their chains and looking

to the bright future. Long live May Day. Long live the RCP. On

to proletarian revolution.

-

T

‘tionary

U.S.

In West Germany, too, where
there were official actions
sponsored by the reactionary
union federations, there was
a significant revolutionary
current. In Berlin, a prominent
union hack who called for sup-
port for the American hostages

in Iran was pelted with eggs.

and stinkballs from among the
crowd of 20,000 workers. In
Frankfurt, as well, the May
Day demonstration “took on .a
more revolutionary aspect be-—
cause of , the influence of the
5,000 workers from Turkey among
the 20,000 workers. Especially
significant was the demonstra-
tion of 600-700 people in Rus—
West Germany, the
home of the Opel car manufactu-—
ring company. For years revolu-
workers  from Turkey
have fought in the streets with
the "grey wolves," fascist para—
military organizations linked
to the Turkish government. The
West German government tried
to use this as an excuse to
outlaw May Day marches this
year, but it was forced to back
down when it became clear that
people would march anyway. This
action was organized by a coali-
tion including ATOF and ATIF
(the federations of workers
and of students from Turkey),
the American GI movement FighT-
bAck, the Afghanistan organiza-
tion GUAF and the Latin America
Committee, along with the parti-
cipation of Iranians. The enthu-
siastic marches took to the
streets to raise slogans against
U.S. and Soviet imperialism
in Iran and Afghanistan, and
against W. German imperialism
in Turkey and the ‘- repression
being unleashed against revolu-

_tionaries. Other May Day actions

involving 500 people each took
place in Munich and Hamburg.

Striking close to the heart
of U.S. imperialism's plans
and truly pointing to the fu-
ture, a broad coalition inclu-
ding the U.S. GI movement FighT-
bAck planned a May 3 march to
Army European Headquarters
in Heidelburg with the slogans
"U.S. Imperialism Hands Off
Iran, Send the Shah Back, No
U.S. Military Intervention in
Iran." " GI's in West Germany
have been responding to the
news of the building of revolu-
tionary May Day in the U.S.
Overpasses have been sprayed
with slogans such as "Down With
U.S.-Soviet War Moves" and "U.S.
Imperialism Out of Iran." May
Day posters and stickers have
appeared on walls inside U.S.
Army “bases in a number of ci-
ties, and GI's have been taking
piles of leaflets.

In Kabul, Afghanistan, 60
people were killed in May Day
marches directed .- against the
Soviet occupiers. There were
some ‘reports that many Afghani
puppet soldiers refused to shoot
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"lem fought TIsraeli

at demonstrators. In Ethiopia,
freedom fighters from the pro-
vince of Tigre marked . May Day
by a successful assault on the
Soviet-backed and Cuban-assisted
Ethiopian armed forces. Pales-
tinian demonstrators in Jerusa-
occupation
forces as the struggle heated

‘up there. Thousands of students

clashed with government security

-forces in South Korea, ‘as oppo-

sition to martial law erupted.
And in South Africda, where over
100,000 "colored" (non-white
or black) students along with
some black students have been
on strike for ‘several weeks
against discrimination in educa-
tion, the government formally
banned (with prison terms for
possession of) the Pink Floyd
album, "The Wall," whose title
song with its words "Teacher,
leave those  kids alone" has
become the anthem of the mili-
tant student movement. But 1200
teachers announced they would
join the student boycott-.

This year's May Day actions
in the revisionist-ruled coun-
tries were also significant
in many aspects. In China, where
the government has all but com-
pletely come out against Mao
Tsetung and everything that
was once revolutionary in this
country, May Day was promoted
as a spring festival; ‘a time
for picnics, Labor Day U.S.-
style. In the Soviet Union,
the usual formal government
May Day parades were marked
by a boycott of the ambassadors
of wvirtually the entire U.S.
bloc for the first time, sup-
posedly to protest the Afghanis-
tan invasion but in effect as
a show of political strength
by U.S. imperialism to rattle
in the-, Soviets' faces, a move

.just as aggressive as the usual

Soviet May Day display of mili-
tary hardware, and just as ex-
plicitly leading towards a vio-
lent confrontation.

Also important was - the way
the U.S. press handled May Day
this year. As usual, it focused
on the events in the revisionist
countries, particularly the
debacle of the exodus from Cuba,
to proclaim that May Day repre-
sented no alternative. In fact,
a, Chicago columnist explicitly
linked the flight from what
he called slavery in Cuba with
the RCP, USA's May Day actions
to ridicule the call for the

arousal of the slaves in the
U.S. But in fact, in the world
as well as in this country,

the events and situation on
May Day clearly brought out
the trouble the imperialists
are heading into and the more
and more apparent possibilities
that the world's working class
will be able to blast tremendous
holes in the imperialist chain
in the near future.

Revolutionary Communist Party,

November 18, Washington D.C.
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Direct from Tehran

‘““The Hands Of The Worker Are
The Pillar Of The Revolution?

One vyear has passed since
May Day demonstrations swept
through the streets of Tehran,
Iran in 1879—-demonstrations
which jolted the U.S. imperial-
ists who were already reeling
from the earthshaking blows
they had received only two
months earlier as a result of
the armed overthrow of their
lackey Shah. Even at that time,
it was clear that the Iranian
revolution, like any revolution,
would be a protracted process,
but at the same time one which
would draw forth the best of
the masses of people, one which
would call forth unrestrained
heroism and boldness of literal-
ly millions.

This was revolution--the ini-
tiative and energy of the masses
of people would peak and swell
and with each crest, would drive
the U.S. imperialists into a
wilder and wilder frenzy. It

Celebration In Streets

a frenzy from which they
have not, and will not recover.
They can react only as all dying
classes have reacted when con—
fronted with the forward march
of history——lashing out in dead-
ly and desperate fury.

And this has been the case.
The U.S. plotting continued.
The maneuvers mushroomed as
the imperialists moved into
position to once again sink
their fangs into the Iranian
people. But boom! The actions
of the U.S. imperialists were
torn to shreds, again and again
exposed through the militant
and determined struggle of their
enemies—-the people of Iran.
From the seizure of the U.S.
Embassy in Tehran in November
to the outpouring of anti-imper-—
ialist anger (and joy) after
the aborted U.S. "raid" two
weeks ago, the Iranian people
have gone straight up in the

Of Santiago, Chile

Chile's fascist General Augus-
to Pinochet had a particularly
grotesque way to celebrate May
Day--a dinner with "workers'
representatives," the govern—
ment-appointed head of the go-
vernment-run trade unions, no
doubt in honor of the fact that
they have been able to continue
gorging themselves on blood
imperialism feasts on
Chilean workers and peasants.

This dinner represented part
of Pinochet's plans to return
the country to "institutionali-

zation"-—that isy, to create
institutions which disguise
the fact that Chile's ruling

junta takes orders from Washing-—
ton and its authority rests
on tanks and torture chambers.
The government-created  trade
unions, which, by law, are sup-
posed to concern themselves
only with economic matters,
are an important aspect of those
efforts. These unions were al-
lowed to hold events May 1 in
local union halls while street

demonstrations were completely
forbidden.
Despite ferocious repression

and the fact that the mass move-
ment is only beginning to be
rebuilt ‘after being almost com-—
pletely wiped out when 30,000
were killed during the first
few months of the 1973 U.S.-
orchestrated coup, May Day was
definitely celebrated this year
in Chile. Army patrols in the
streets of Santiago made large
centralized demonstrations im-—
possible, but 300 people marched

_through a working class neigh-

borhood in the capital city.
thirty of them were arrested.
There were other actions across
the city, with about 50 more
arrests for® disorderly conduct
and endangering state security.
Three medical workers were char-
ged with attempting to subvert
the military and obtain arms-
—and the government must have
been worried about the troops,
aside -from the street
patrols the army was confined
to the barracks. Even a bishop
and two vicars returning from
a revolutionary workers meeting
were arrested and held at gun-
point.

In fact, the government was
so worried about the threat
to imperialist security repre-
sented by May Day that it even
banned all May 1 church masses
fearing that any gathering of

since

people could turn into a May
Day demonstration. A curfew
was imposed in Santiago and
the port city of Valparaiso.
In the months before May 1,
a bank robbery, a bomb blast
and the killing of a cop guard-
ing a monument to the 1973 fas-—
cist coup were used to creat
a crescendo of hysteria in the
press in an attempt to convince
Chile's middle class that the
total 1loss of political rights
was a small price to pay for
peace and stability. This was

accompanied by a round of ter- -

ror, especially in the weeks
before May Day in which a revo-—
Jutionary was killed. Then,
on April 29, 347 -people were
dragged out of their homes and

arrested, a move which did dam-—
age _the revolutidnary May 1
events.

In the 1last several years
May Day has become a test of
strength between the U.S.-back-
ed military junta and the mass
movement which is once again
gathering strength after seven
years of fascism. May 1 two
years ago saw the first street
demonstrations
brought Pinochet to power, as
demonstrators surging out of
Santiago's main cathedral caught
police unaware, and last year,
too, police were not able to
prevent a march by several hun—
dred demonstrators, although
they arrested many of them.
This year the junta was particu-
larly anxious to prove to its
American backers, especially
those forces in the U.S. ruling
class who seem to think that
the junta has become an embar-
rassment and a liability, that
it has indeed brought "social
peace'--the peace of the tomb-
——after the politically tumultu-—
ous years of the Allende govern-—
ment. This is why it was so
important to the junta to nip
May Day in the bud.

But although different in
form this year, May Day could
not be stopped. More, the gov-
ernment revealed more than it
prevented, because despite all
the talk about "institutional-
ization," the width and severity
of the repression directed a-
gainst May Day showed very
clearly the isolation and despe-
ration of the junta and its
masters, and the fact that real-
ly there is no institution which
can save them.

Tehran,

since the CIA:

a

May 5,

face of the so-called
powerful nation on earth."

At the May Day rally in Chica-
go an Iranian, speaker spoke
to the importance of showing
the rest of the world that there
are revolutlonarles here in
the U.S. He said that people
here had taken a bold step.
That they'd done what they set
out to do on May 1. He also
spoke of the people marching
in Iran at the same time and
of the twists and turns of the
struggle there today.

The following report is from
a RW correspondent who was in
Iran during the recent U.S.
"raid" and for the May Day de-
monstrations in Tehran today.

"most

Iran. Very significant
on this May Day is the role
of the politically conscious
workers. Contradictions exist
on the left——-with some forces
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seeking to cave into imperial-
ism, both of the U.S. and the
Soviets. Worker's Councils——
mass  political organizations
of workers——had demanded. that
the left unite on May Day and
further that the central focus
be around the continuing strug-
gle over the U.S. Embassy. About
12,000 people took part 4in, this

action, although two organiza-
tions, the Fedayeen and the
Mujahadeen, pulled out at the

last minute.

A leaflet issued by the Union
of Iranian Communists hit the
key battle lines now in Iran:
It demanded that all ties to

the U.S. be severed; that the
Worker's Councils be defended
and the peasant's struggles

be safeguarded, and the right
to self-determination of nation-
alities 'in Iran. The UIC con-

demned all compromise with im-
Continued on page 13

May Day Defies Tanks
And Troops In Turkey

Economic chaos, political
crisis and the increasing subor—
dination of the Turkish govern-—
ment to the dictates of the
U.S5. in the contest of moves
toward world war set the stage
for extremely sharp May Day
battles in Turkey this year.
The banning of May Day marches
and a 24 hour curfew clamped
down on most major cities did
not prevent May Day actions
that at times included direct
combat against the armed forces.

Helicopters and tanks attemp-
ted to keep everyone in their
houses in Istanbul. Police and
army troops searched all_vehi-
cles coming into the city. Simi-
lar measures were taken in near-—
ly every other major city in
the country. In these major

cities there were what Turkish

revolutionaries call 'pirate”
demonstrations—--that is, hit-
and-run actions where people

appear by the thousands at in-
tersections, demonstrate brief-
ly, disperse and then reappear
elsewhere.

On the eve of May 1, 50 people
were attacked and three killed
by the military in Istanbul
while putting up May Day post-
ers. On the - day itself, when
people arrived at the tradition-
al May Day march site in that
city, they found it occupied
by troops playing martial music.
“The demonstrators were forced
to disperse, but they met in
vacant lots throughout Istanbul
to continue revolutionarv acti-

Continued on page l4

MAY 1st, 1980 PORTLAND,ORE. TURKISH STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
OREGON HOLDS SIGN WHICH READS "LONG LIVE THE FIRST OF MAY-WORKERS
AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF ALL COUNTRIES UNITE!."
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This poem was written by a 40 year old Black man in the Atlanta
€ity jail. Tt was written on a brown paper bay,’ just after he recei-
ved the special supplement of the Revolutionary Worker on the mur—
der of Damian Garcia® The poem was the first poem he had written
in -5 years. It was read at May 1st rallies in cities across the

country:

Damian Garcia is dead
But in his death I came alive

Every day we are murdered bit by bit
I am 40 years old

A veteran, and a Black man

My brother has been murdered
Cold-blooded, gangster scum death
I'm running out of patience

Damian Garcia is dead
But in his death I came alive

He held the blood—-red flag as his own blood flowed
I never knew I had a flag

Until Damian Garcia died

Rage is nothing new to me

And T've seen death before

But I'm 40 years old and running out of patience

R

S

Damian Garcia is Dead
- But in His Death 1| l:ame Alive

DAMIAN GARCIA,SECOND FROM RIGHT, AND OTHER MAY DAY BRIGADE MEMBERS TALK TO PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS IN L.A.
0

Damian Garcia is dead
What you gonna do?

I'm gonna take his place, motherfuckers

And if you slit my throat and open my belly
I was dying anyway bit by bit

I lost an eye in the army, got shot in the back by a pig
I'm 40 years old, run out of patience

Ready for Revolution

Damian Garcia is dead

But in his death I came alive

Pass me a red flag

Hand me a gun

And when the time comes and we all ready
I'll be one with the millions

And I'll whisper to myself

This one's for you, Damian

'Cause in your death I came alive

o

" REVISIONISTS CAW
OVER MURDER OF COMMUNIST

What is rewvisionism? While was deeply committed to
not having exclusive rights working class struggle", Whlle
to it, the CPML has been practi- from beginning to end they pain-
cing it for some time. But now ted this heroic martyr of the
they. have stooped to new depths international proletariat, a
of depravity to provide us with member of the Revolutionary
yet another example of their Communist Party, as a '"dupe"
endless ability to teach genu- of the RCP. They went even fur-
ine revolutionaries by their ther than the bourgeois press

negative example. when they characterized his
In The Call, May 5, 1980, murder as a just reaction of
they join the crows' chorus '"local people", of "community

of the bourgeoisie's press, youths fed up with their (refer-
the L.A. Police Department, ring to the May Day Brigade-
every opportunist group in the ——RW) harassment."

country, not to mention the In their futile attempt to
KKK and the Nazis, in declaring buttress up this attack of
that Comrade Damian Garcia was theirs, the CPML resort to the
"killed by the residents" of most thinly veiled demagogy.

the Pico-Aliso housing project. They have actually outdone them-—
This should in no way be a selves this time.

surprise to anyone who is aware They quote a high school youth

of the 1line and practice of saying, in reference to the

the CPML. What is astonishing May Day Brigade, "They would
is the fact that this time they talk about the Alamo, world

have so thoroughly and callous- war, and the stealing of Mexican
ly exposed themselves. They, land. They played on our Chicano
scurvey lapdogs of the rich pride. But there must be another
that they aspire to be, hypocri- way." We plead GUILTY! with

tically described Comrade Damian two exceptions. First, we do
Garcia "as an individual who not play, and we think it is

a fine thing if the national is doing. According to these
pride that exists among the scum sucking pigs calling them-
Chicano people is unleashed selves revolutionaries, this
against the chauvinism the bour-— is proof of "ultra-left antics"
geoisie unleashes on the oppres-— on the part of the RCP. Evident-
sed nationalities. Second, there ly the CPML thinks that calling
is no other way. And while this on the masses to overthrow their
sister is thinking this question oppressors, unleashing the mas-
over, the CPML has already an- ses to struggle for the eman-
swered it. It is an historic cipation of all mankind, should
feature of revisionism to answer be possible without incurring
this question with the lie that the wrath of these oppressors.
the slaves can easilv, painless- Perhaps they do not realize
ly and S}OWIY rid themselves in their frenzy to assist (or
of oppression. hide behind) every social demo-
And what should "communists' crat and reformist in their
be doing, according to the CPML task of trying to keep the anger
they  should be "...linking of the people safely bottled
their ideas to the demands of_ up in pie-in-the-sky schemes,
the community." Of course, these that the pigs are out here in
demands, according to the CPML the streets, including in Pico-
then, must have nothing to do Aliso, shooting the masses down
with world war, the stealing every day. Or perhaps they rea-
of Mexican land, the Alamo, lize it all too well and they
or Chicano pride. . want to stay as far away from
And then, they quote a 10 it as they can.
year old saying "Everytime they 0f course the CPML does not
come, the police come." It is want any talk of world war,
evidently a great source of and certainly not in places
pride to the CPML that the pigs
don't give a damn what CPML Continued on page 14



Er upts Continued from page 2
out: Damian did not die in vain; We have nothing to lose and

a world to gain; pick up the Red Flag. A Chicano youth in his
20's: "I came here knowing there would be a lot of police and no
perms»t, but sometimes yvou got to put your ass on the line...it's
history we're making now." A Salvadorean worker: "It's a bia
day because Yankee imperialism is going down. There are demon-
strations all over the world. This demonstration was organized
by the RCP. It's very good." The march whose ranks swelled to
500 at its height had a large turnout of Chicano, Latino and
Black people. )

The bourgeoisie was determined to prevent this march from
happening or bust it up after it got underway. Above all they
wanted to keep the masses of people away from and out of the
march. Hundreds of riot-clad pigs were on hand from the beginn-
ing. They made no bones about their intentions which were open-
1y declared from the beginning. "Don't dare march or we will beat
you, arrest you, or kill you like we did to Damian Garcia. One
of these thugs was placed on the street corner at the rally site,
passing out leaflets in English and Spanish to those who had come,
warning them of the dire consequences to be faced by anyone caught
marching in the street; or failing to obey all traffic signals. By
. the time everyone had left the rally site, a joyous sea of red
proudly filled the street with many more following along the
route and lining the sidewalk on the other side of the street.

By the time the march had reached within two blocks of the
bridge leading to downtown L.A., it was obvious to everyone, in-
cluding the ruling class, that if it made it all the way, it was
sure to:.take a leap in both size and internationalist character,
linking up with the workers in garment shops, most of whom are
Spanish speaking women. At this point, the L.A.P.D. Metro Sguad,
the bourgeoisie's trained experts in smashing demonstrations,
blocked the street and sidewalk from three sides. Absurdly claiming

"flagrant violations of traffic laws" the chief ordered his jack-
boots to "break their ranks so we can make arrests) But the
march continued right up to the end of the police lines, still
chanting loudly. Red flags were staring these stormtroopers right
in the face. Many began to pull back, clearly freaked out by the
determination of the marchers to carry. through to victory, while
their commander, pushed them back for.the attack. They finally wad-
ed into the march slinging their billy clubs, beating and arrest-
ing all those they could get. Reporters on the scene said the po-
lice had told them they were going to arrest everyone in the march.
28 were actually arrested on fabricated charges ranging from "fail-
ure to disperse"” to "assault" on a pig with a deadly weapon. 9 re—
volutionaries were sent to the hospital from the beatings--natu-
rally, they were theones facing the heaviest trumped up charges.

But the vicious lashing out only served to bring more people
forward, including a number who joined the march during the at-
tack. Some new-born agitators were created as people who had been
watching the march jumped in to defend May Day and fight the po-
lice; one of these got arrested. Others began chanting, "The whole
world ‘is watching," and when some reporters tried to interview the
head pig thev were besieged by people demanding that they put them
on the air to tell the real story.

Those arrested, many of them covered with bloed, continued to
sing the Internationale and loudly proclaimed the working class's
arrival. When they finally got them all into a large police bus,
the officer-in-charge began to gloat, "looks like we smashed your
march didn't we?" Suddenly the police radio began to blare with a
frantic message--"It looks like the march is now heading up for
Grand Central Market" (in the heart of downtown L.A. where many
Latino workers shop). The pigs in the police bus quickly shut up
as it became clear what happened--the majority of the march had
regrouped during the attack taking various maneuvers, and con-
tinued on towards its destination.

How had this happened? How had the march: been able to with-
stand a planned police charge, suffer some casualties, yet con-
tinue on to prove to the world that capitalism's gravediggers had
arrived, right in the heart of downtown L.2.? Many people who only
weeks ago had never heard of the Revolutionary May Day Brigade or
had just recently began reading the Revolutionary Worker, moved
up from the rear to the forefront of the march. Youth struggled
with those older workers who were tiring to keep going. Another :
young marcher declared, “This is the most powerful uplifting thing
to the spirit-~ that has ever happened in my whole life...because
we know that there is a force that's gonna stand up and be men--
-no, be men and women--and that's gonna carry this all the way
through."

That was the message that made it through to the downtown
area. Thousands were there watching and had obviously been an-
_tieipating this day. A large number of these stepped forward
to cross in front of rows of pig cars to take bundles of the
RW to distribute. Two taxicabs filled with 8 wLatino workers
each, pulled over and the passengers jumped out and into the
" march. There was cheering on the sidewalk of the garment dist-
rict as the march approcached, with fists and red pieces of ma-
terial flying out of the windows of many garment factories.

At the end of the march in downtown L.A., there was a short
militant rally. Pigs swarmed all over the place during the rally
threatening to attack. But no one could see the speaker of

the rally, they could hear him. The march then "vanished" as
those who had taken the streets to march on May lst, 1980,
melted into the mass of people. They fanned out throughout

the city taking out the message of the victorious arrival of

the proletariat onto the political stage.

Everywhere they went, the marchers found people buzzing
about May Day, and running up to talk to them. In Nickerson
Gardens, a houéing project of the-Black ghetto, people rushed
out of their houses, telling the revolutionaries they had call-
ed the jail to demand the release of the marchers. Twenty five
more red flags and 200 copies of the special edition of the RW
was grabbed up on the spot. At Roosevelt High School, near the
projects of East L.A. where Damian Garcia was murdered, it seem-
ed that everyone had snapped wide awake. Those who came to May
bDay were jubilant about the victory, while others were running
up saying, "We saw you. We stayed home from school that day."

All over L.A., the May Day march was being discussed and
debated. Perhaps the impact of this march on tens and hundreds
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of thousands throughout the area was best summed up by one work-
er who was sitting in a restaurant as the march went downtown.
He immediately jumped up and yelled out, "Its the workers! They
said they would march and they did! They did! They did!"

New York.

In the wake of the dramatic and powerful actipn at the United
Nations the night before that dominated the front pages of the
May 1 issues of the New York newspapers, two hundred people ‘in-
cluding many Black and Puerto Rican people and many foreign-
born workers rallied in Union Square. These workers and more
like them around the country, were showing by their actions
the international stand of the proletariat--members of an Inter-
national class no matter.where they were. A significant number
of garment workers attended and many more took the day off.

A Dominican worker gives the following account:

"On May Day I went to the garment center in New York City
to meet with a friend and to struggle with fellow workers not
to go to work that day. I think a big section of the workers
didn't go to work," he said, stating that roughly 300 to his
knowledge stayed away for all or part of the work dayf A large
group of workers (at one point exceeding 100) "gathered at 35th
St. and 8th Avenue (the heart of NY's garment district--RW) on
the morning of May lst, and struggled over May Day and the need
to take a stand by staying off the job." This went on for 3 hours,
in the mornlng.

At the rally statements were given by a revalutionary stu-
dent from Turkey, the Committee for Direct Action at Seabrook,
The Movimiento Popular Demicano (MPD), the Nationalist Party of
Puerto Rico (PNP), and the RCP. Then the march began as 80
people marched toward the lower East side picking up people as
they went. The cops virtually surrounded the march which grew
to 150 attempting to prevent people joining. Pigs on motorcy-
cles, on horseback, and in squad cars surrounded the march at-
tacking it several times and dragging pecople into cop cars and
beating them up. Despite this, significant numbers continued to
join the march. Red flags were left flying from lampposts, win-
dows and rooftops. At the court where the UN 2 were being ar-
raigned the cops blocked the path of the march and called for
reinforcements. 2 busload of pigs preceeded the march from this
point to its destination on Wall Street.

But for all their threats and vicious intimidation tactlcs
the pigs had failed to stop the march or dull its impact, only
helping to sharpen up the battle. On Saturday, following May 1,
May Day activists went into the lower East Side. Numerous small
rallies were held, one reaching 100 people as the masses gather-
ed to debate the significance of the demonstration and why the
police were so bent on keeping people from joining. Shock waves
continue to reverberate through New York and New Jersey.

San Francisco.

"Come out, break free, into your hands take history." --
1,000 people, chants resounding through the streets of Oak-
land, drawn together by the strength of the revolutionary
working class, on May lst.

For the whole week before May Day, the rulers in tthe Bay
Area used their power trying ‘to pull people away. Two people
were viciously beaten by the Oakland cops on their way to the
memorial meeting for Damian Garcia. In the Mission District,
after hundreds gathered to eulogize Damian, cops cruised the
area, driving up sidewalks, slamming people up against the
wall, ripping red flags off light poles and storefronts.

But that week, and especially on May lst, the question of
just who is isolated and in enemy territory was very clear.

In the factories a virtual guerrilla war over the red flags
was being waged. In one shop two workers (who had never been
active before) got suspended for flying the red flags. New
ways were quickly invented. Every time a foreman would walk
by, out would come red flags to wipe their sweating brows--
once again, in your face, bourgeoisie.

San Francisco Bus company inspectors were instructed to
visit the homes of every Muni driver who called in sick on May
lst, and dismissals were prepared for drivers who flew red flags
on their buses. Still, more than a few Muni drlvers marched
proudly in the ranks of the mar&h May 1.

Over 100 Latino workers from the San Francisco Mission Dis-
trict, where the struggle had been especially sharp, stepped
onto the May lst stage. Other foreign-born workers from garment
and other sweatshops were there. One worker organized six co-
workers from Standard 0il as well as his family to -the march
after getting a May Day manifesto.

Workers and students from Iran, the Middle East, Ethiopia

"and more joined with their class brothers and sisters on the

streets of Oakland.

The Bay Area May Day action drew in broad social forces as
well. The power of the revolutionary political line and the ma-
terial force of workers which gathered around this line had a
profound impact on people from all walks of life.

All but one of the clinics in the Fruitvale area of Oakland
closed for May lst. A contingent of clergy marched with their
stated purpose,. "to prevent a police riot." The Oakland Femin-
ist Women's Health Center marched with t-shirts proclaiming,

"We are the Masses/We intend to kick asses." A very sizeable
contingent of cultural workers filled out the ranks.

A 13-year-old student from Roosevelt Junior High School,
had gone to school earlier that morning and walked out with
some friends. Most of the school had left ‘because of May Day,
she said, as she pointed out more of her classmates. In the
face of warnings from the teachers, truant officers at the rally
site, and police, she now stood with a red flag in hand at
San Antonio Park. In fact one-third of the march was youth from
the oppressed nationalities. So frightened.of the impact of May
Day on these "fuck authority" youth, they told kids at Fremont
High School (where the May Day Brigades had been) that they
could have May lst off--because they were "afraid of the May Day
people were going to bomb the schools." Continued‘on page 8
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A group of Latino youth, inspired by the February visit of
the May Day Brigade, marched as they are known to hundreds in
the Bay Area, the Cholo brigade. An entire low rider club join-
ed. "The red is bold. How do I feel about the red, white and
blue? I don't," he'said echoing the sentiments of his 30 friends.

As the march moved out, along its flanks blocking both car
and foot traffic from nearing the march, squads of riot equip-
ped pigs hovered--in the air, on motorcycles and on foot. As
the march grew rapidly, the radio reports continued to put out
that "only 200 had showed up." Faced with 1,000 marchers jammihg
the streets of Oakland, they finally acquiesed to a figure of
400; again, hoping to keep people from coming to join--this time
by demoralizing them by a picture of a small turnout. But again
failure. Dozens of people displaying red flags bought early
that week along the route.

The final stop on the march was the Oakland Induction Cen-
ter (Draft Center). The sight of pitched battles during the '
1960s it was now the attention of the working class that was
being turned towards it. Changing the route suddenly, and push-
ing through demoralized tac squads, the march stopped at the
door. As an on-the-spot rally was being held, the walls were
quickly decorated with proletarian art. How fitting that, along
with the righteous action taken against the war-mongering su-
perpowers in the UN Security Council the night before, that the
working class would put its mark on their war preparations. In
the streets of Oakland, a significant section of revolutionary
workers, along witH their allies, seized history into their
hands on May Day, and took another step closer to revolution.

Chicago, 3:00 p.m.: Three hundred in the street battling with
‘the cops for State Street, the main downtown mall, as hundreds
looked on. Throngs had been on the sidewalk watching,-many sup-
porting the march. Significant numbers of them--marchers and
some onlookers—-had taken off work. The marchers dispersed, re-
grouped in two groups, joined together and marched again on
State. They were heading for an assembly point, soon to head
back in groups to the city's plants, housing projects, schools,
to continue the day's battle. Meanwhile, the ruling class, even
as they were using their press to spread the line that all this
was "not’ significant" was showing by its actions that they knew
what was going on was very significant indeed. May Day had been
put squarely on the map in Chicago, hundreds of thousands were
listening and those that were taking it up were not backing down.
This was the march that the pigs had bragged for weeks was
not going to happen. "You ain't gonna be marching on May Day"
was tauntingly hurled at many of the 60 organizers arrested here
in the weeks leading up to the First of May. Only the day be-
fore nigs told 4 revolutionaries they arrested, "We have our
own May Day Brigade. We're gonna deal w%;h you." Forced to back
down on their scheme to bust most of the organizers for "crimes"
like selling the Revolutionary Worker newspaper on a sidewalk
and then giving them May lst court dates (16 people were given

-

May 1 dates before the authorities were forced tod change them), th
Pigs took to direct intimidation of those people coming forward to

build for May Day. At Robert Taylor Homes, the largest ‘hous! .y.
project in the country, an apartment where a meeting of resi-
dents to discuss May Day was to be held was taken over by a
roomful of not-so-undercover cops. A few hours later the head
of these projects personally went door-to-door reading an offi-
cial statement that anyone who went to the Dalev Plaza or took
up the Revolutionary Worker would be evicted.

At Brach's candy plant on April 30, company hacks had pro-
vided American flags for the workers, but only 30 workers agreed
to wear them in a plant of over 2700 workers. Today, May 1 since
6 a.m., the company literally surrounded the plant with secur-
ity guards. A number of workers from Brach's came to the march.
According to the pigs who busted people on the-march, police
had been stationed in the plant the night before in preparation
for any possible trouble on May Day itself. It was learned the
next day that eight workers at the plant had attempted to orga-
nize a breakout on the morning of May lst as they walked out to
join hands with their class brothers and sisters worldwide on
this histobric day.

May Day was here and the march was definitely happening. At®
five minutes after 11 a.m. a group of about 50 demonstrators had
arrived at the plaza holding high their red flags and chanting.
Already the bourgeois press was attempting to sum it up as a
failure. They were out to discourage people from coming. Through-
out the city, struggle continued to rage for those still waver-
ing to pick up the gauntlet, shake off their cynicism and final-
ly do it. The crowd at Daley Plaza continued to grow steadily as
people joined in ones and twos. A busload of foreign-born and
Rlack people unloaded several blocks away formed up, unfurled
red flags and marched to the site.

250-300 people had joined the picket line as the rally be-
gan. Several hundred others stopped to listen to the RCP spokes-
man. A mémbe; of the Iranian Student Association also spoke at
the rally. ]

As the march began to move out, fired with a sense of his-
tory in the making, the struggle to openly join the revolu-
tionary section who had taken the stage, continued for those
who stood by. A young office worker who had refused to go to
work today, stood visibly debating which road to step onto:

"I don't quite fit in but I'll stand by and I guess I'm par-
ticipating in my own way, I didn't go to work and people at work
have been talking about it and I guess they know row how I

feel about it."

Those whose feet had taken to the streets on this day knew
why they had come. "I'm a revolutionary. I cut school and my
job to come down from Zion (30 miles away)," said a young white
woman. "I gave up $3 an hour today so other people would do it
too." "It's time for a change,"” a Black worker said. "I got an
RW and came off it. This is gonna opén up a lot of people's
eves to what's going on." "It's us against them." screamed a
Black youth as he ran to catch up. He pSinted to a group of
flag-wavers standing next to the pigs.

—

The march surged down Michigan Avenue and around the Loop,
many who had taken the day off marching along on the side-
walk. As the demonstrators turned to march down State Street
they were blocked by police who moved in busting seven and-bru-
tally beating a white youth. The crowd was temporarily dis-
persed but the determination of the marchers did not stop
after mounting history's stage led them to stand firm. They
re-fqrmed their ranks and continued to march down State Street,
took the Daley Plaza again for another rousing rally and head-
ed back to the factories, neighborhoods and streets to continue

the May Day battle.

Washington D.C."

. Where Bob Avakian and the Mao Tsetung Defendants still face
a possible new trial on charges.totaling 241 years.

The march, starting with 100 people, quickly picked up steam
as it passed through the l4th Street area, home of the righfeous
rebellion of 1968. Even as motorcycle cops hemmed in both sides
of the demonstration, people broke through to double the size
of the march.  The sidewalks were crowded with people, many who
took an active stand with May Day. An older worker, a Korean vet
and prisoner of war, explained "When I saw that demonstration
I was with it. Some guys on the corner were talking about stop-
ping you guys. I told them they'd have to go through me first...
What I.learned from the POW camp and when I came back was that:

my enemy was right here....

Another think I learned is that

freedom has got to be fought for--it don't come bloodless.
That's what I knew was going on in that demonstration. Working
people here have got to grab their freedom and can't let no

fool motherfuckers stop them."

Two Latin workers who joined the march said their boss,'a
plumbing contractor was ranting and raving about May Day. "What
do you have to gain from marching?" he asked them. "The libera-
tion of all mankind and our self respect," they replied.

In the few days since May lst, it, quickly become apparent
what a powerful influence the demonstration had broadly among
the masses of people and especially in the working class. In
work places, housing projects and schools there had been fierce
debate on May First over whether to join the march. A telephone

* worker had come to the assembly point on the morning of May Day,
but then went to work: "I couldn't not go on to work," he said,
"I just wasn't ready. I've been thinking about it, I've been
following it. I saw Bob Avakian on TV--he was on time. I even
watched the news about it. Everybody at work knew about it. Some
were for it, some were against it. We all thought and talked
about it all day. By the end of the day all of us that were for
it were kicking ourselves in the ass. If we had gone we could
have, if everybody who felt like us had come, we could have .
swelled our ranks to a hundred thousand."

Dozens of others who appeared to just be a random crowd on
the sidewalk were workers who had made a conscious decision to
come. Seven workers from one federal agehcy walked for blocks

on the sidewalk beside the march.

"We took off work,'" one told

the RW on Saturdaiz "We've been talking about it for a while,

we have read all your literature. We knew we had to do it. We
joined the march for a while and when the pigs tried to break

it up, we thought it was over so we left. But I waited and wait-
ed to hear the news on TV that night. We had to know. Every-
body in my department feels the same."

Detroit.

First thing in the morning, May Day agitators went from ma-
chine to mathine calling on the workers at the Ford River Rouge
plant to bust out. Later 150 people marched down Woodward Ave-
nue in Detroit. A recently fired River Rouge worker drove his
car at the front of the march. The march had a tremendous ef-
fect. It was a battle every inch of the wav as the pigs sur-
rounded the march. At one point, they charged, swooping down on
horseback, beating and arresting twenty. These swine thought

Continued on page 14

- Statement

Continued from page 1
further awakened response of
many, many thousands shows that
we could have even done better.
And this means that we have
to sum up the lessons of this
event, especially how serious
its impact really was, how ser-
ious the class conscious workers
took it, how sharply it was
taken by ,the enemy. s
Resorting to murder is taking
it seriously. Stationing pigs

-—armed government enforcers
——inside a plant is taking it
seriously. They took it that

way because they realize the
trouble they are in and that
they are heading . toward a lot
more. With their actions our

_ ruling class and its enforcers

,raised the stakes and, it is
true, held some people back,
for a timé, who would have step-

ped forward. But on the other

hand and far more importantly
for the future, the many who
did step forward in the face

of all this--their steps became
all the more significant and
revolutionary.

These moves by our rulers
are like giant rocks they have
dropped on their own feet, a
self-exposure of their class
rule and of their nature. But

beyénd this, the seriousness
with which they took May First
is teaching material about the
situation and real potential
that exists today.

On May First, we grasped and
acted on this potential and
the ruling class' serious re-
sponse, but we could have grasp-
ed and acted on it even more.
Because of this we were not
able to break through as much
as we need to in leading people
that day to break out of work,
break out of school--which is
how we knew we'd have to do
it in order to fully meet the
quantitative requirement we
set for these May First actions.
We will be more prepared in
the future-—-more resolute, more
energetic, more aggressive.

What we must sum up and sum
up clearly from all this is
exactly how important all this
has been--the seriousness of
the situation our rulers are
in, the great revolutionary
opportunities that lie before
us. We must learn this and apply
it right now and thereby really
take yet another leap forward
from here.

Bob Avakian
Chairman of the
Central Committee

Revolutionary Communist Party,
USA
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PARTICIPANT IN LOS .
ANGELES MAY 1ST DE- 1
MONSTRATION DEFIANTLY
HOLDS UP DAMIAN GAR-
CIA PLACARD TOWARDS
COPS AS THEY ATTACK
THE REAR OF THE
MARCH.

PARTICIPANTE EN MANT—
FESTACION DEL PRIMERO
DE MAYO EN” LOS ANGE—
LES DESAFIANTEMENTE
MANTIENE EN ALTO
UN CARTEL DE DAMIAN
GARCIA FRENTE A LOS
POLICIAS QUIENES

= ATACAN LA RETAGUARDIA'
- DE LA MARCHA.

T de mayo, 1980

SECCION FOTOGRAFICA ESPECIAL DEL OBRERO REVOLUCIONARIO
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CLEVELAND—-MAY DAY PROGRAM IN PUBLIC SQUARE. : CLEVELAND--PROGRAMA DEL PRIMERO DE MAYO EN PLAZA PUBLICA
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SEATTLE--DEBATE EN LA ESCUELA SECUNDARIA GARFIELD, POCO ANTES

SEATTLE—DEBATE AT GARFIELD HIGH, SHORTLY BEFORE
DE COMENZAR LA MARCHA DEL PRIMERO DE MAYO

MAY DAY MARCH BEGAN.
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hatred for inequality, discrimi-—
nation and all oppression, oppo-
sing the two superpowers and
character and spirit of these their war preparations. And
demonstrations. A small but marching at the head of all
significant section of the work- this was a Party which did not
ing class along with its allies flinch, did not compromise,
was emboldened to act conscious— did not back down in the face
ly and decisively. The rules, of difficulty and threats.

authority and teeth of the enemy Many no doubt looked on with

LEAP

Continued from page 3

were no longer so sacred or astonishment and some trepida-
ferocious. Can we make revolu- tion, but their respect and
tion in this country? To those confidence grew. It was one

who participated in May Day,
it not only became more realis-

reason that people held back
but couldn't ignore it. They

tic, but more urgent. Not be- ywanted May Day to succeed, but
cause they would do it by them- weren't sure, weren't quite
selves, but because they saw, convinced, weren't willing to
at least in a beginning kind take that step. In the days
of way, the impact their force following the march, the heat

could have on others. Why else was still on, arrests continued,
would a striking worker in “but in many communities and
Cleveland stand sentry to pro- plants people approached May
tect a red flag planted on a Day organizers to congratulate
company fence while doing picket them, regretting not being there
duty on May Day or an unemployed and asking for red flags. It
worker from the Northwest stuff was as though they were saying

mailboxes with Revolutionary apologetically "how much longer
Workers until 2:00 a.m. when can we let these backward push

us around." If they didn't come
out into the streets, they

. started coming off the fence.
Another question remains to
be answered. May Day was power—

he was arrested? Why did so
many show up for May Day with
homemade red flags?

What effect did all this have
on broader sections of the work-
ing class and others? To be fully and profoundly reclaimed
sure the returns are hardly —put on the map—-by the class
in and the impact will be felt —conscious section of ,the prole-
for a long time to come. But, tariat. So why is it that de-
‘quite obviously, May Day raised
the question of revolution in tative step forward, May Day
a powerful way—proletarian did not fully achieve its quan-

revolution. A truck driver from titative goals? We had called
Cincinnati jumped into the for 10,000 in the streets na-
march: ™"The reason I joined tionwide and the total fell

the march is I'm tired of being
a closet case, because every-

short. Simply put, the bourgeoci-
sie realized the potential im-

thing this revolution stands pact of May Day in the present
" for I've been thinking for situation of crisis and impen—
years." ' For untold millions, ding war. It turned out that

the real cause of their problems the ' stakes were a lot higher
.and the only way out of this than even we recognized, and

nightmare was driven home, al- only a relatively smaller number
most with a vengeance. Here were ready to:pay that price
some of their fellow workers now. Of course all along we

were not going to work, not knew and we said that there
looking for a job, not looking would be repression, even mur-—
for some peace of mind or es- der. But even still we under-
cape, but looking to the future. estimated the degree to which

Youth faced with a 1life-time the bourgeocisie would sum up
of unemployment, drugs or army the May Day threat and act
fatigues carrying red flags. —upping the ante. Even under
Wake up! Wake up! A Black worker these circumstances, the goals
from L.A. put it this way: "I were not unattainable, but to

see this as a statement from achieve them would have meant
the class conscious proletariat doing things extremely well-
speaking in our own interests. -—-both tactically and political-
The working class is waking ly.

up, strengthening and building Arrests were routine in unem-
a new society." It became ap- ployment offices, youth were
parent what this working class paid-—even given candy and bub-
was made of (the bourgeois media ble gum cards by cops in the

had to admit that these were neighborhoods, the Nazis were
workers—even if they were bellowing, and beyond this the
"half-crazed"); workers of the wall of social pressure, which
oppressed nationalities, vete- is felt acutely in the shops,
rans, immigrant workers and was fortified by the bourgeoi-
with them youth, foreign stu- sie. And to drive the point
dents, professionals. The dif- home, in a city like Youngstown
ferent strengths of the U.S. (read: ghostown) the mayor

working class came into sharper threatens to call out the na-

relief. Here were immigrant tional guard while sensational—
workers, for example, driven istic stories of the "violence-
from their homelands by imper- prone" RCP are splashed across
ialism, typically subjected the pages of newspapers in Oak-—

land and Atlanta. The bourgeoi-
sie was so determined to quash
this that at one plant in Chi-
cago, Brach., Ppolice were sta-
tioned inside as of 4:00 a.m.

to the most grinding conditions
of exploitation in this country,
hounded, and yet .dedicated to
building a class conscious move—
ment in a country where many !
workers are poisoned with chau- on the morning of May Day to
vinist ideology. The fact that prevent a walk-out. Now this
the San Francisco Mime Troupe, is not the ordinary precaution
several noted Black poets, and taken by such a plant. But this
William Kuntsler to name a few, was an extraordinary battle.
endorsed May Day indicated not What did the murder of Damian
total agreement with May Day represent if not that the stakes
but a recognition of the emer- had been raised. Given the si-
ging strength *of the working tuation, then, the turnout  for
class and that it was the force May Day, though quantitatively

to be reckoned with, along with' below our target, marked an
its party, if one were serious important leap forward. In
about revolution. And by the fact, the stand taken by those
same token the involvement of who did come forward in the

these forces lent strength to face of this onslaught becomes

May Day. all the more significant. In
May Day was held under the other words, there were real
banner of the international objective factors which influen-

working class, thousands declar- ced the numbers who participa-
ing their support for the Iran- ted in May Day--there was more
ian revolution, declaring their involved than simply not showing
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IRAN

Continued from page 5

perialism and condemned Soviet
aggression in Afghanistan.
During the march, Islamic
forces attempted to drive a
wedge between the workers and
the revolutionary students.
They attempted to play on back-

ward sentiments telling the
workers, for example, that the
students are "godless" and
should be opposed. But this

little plot flopped; in general,
the workers only closed ranks
furthr-gr. The Tehran march could
not reach its destination due
to disruption. A rally was held
midway in the street and
a statement was issued which
was signed by 32 Worker's Coun-
cils in factories in Tehran
and throughout Northern Iran.
This statement was a declara-
tion of the workers' plans to
deepen and broaden the struggle
against imperialism. In particu-
lar, it sharply denounced the
recent U.S. "raid" stating that
this act of aggression exposes
U.S. agents inside Iran. The
statement by the Worker's Coun-
cils also called for a cessation

of attacks on the K council by
the government, demanding that
the former SAVAK agents be clea-
ned out of the factories. Fur-
ther, the statement demanded
equality for women.

The proletarian international-
ist character of ‘the Tehran
May Day march was demonstrated
by a slogan raised in the state-
ment from the Worker's Councils:
"Iranian Workers and Workers
of the World Unite——Victory
to the Anti-imperialist Strug-
gle!" The May 1st Message by
the Central Committee of the
Revolutionary Communist Party,
USA to the Union of Iranian
Communists was distributed
broadly by the UIC in newspapers

and leaflets. (see Pg.2 second sec.)

Compared to May Day last year,
it was smaller ' numerically.
But politically conscious work—
ers made up 90% of the demon-
stration—a big difference from
last year. Above all, May Day
in Tehran illustrates the fact
that through the twists and
turns of the Iranian revolution,
a revolutionary working class
is being forged which will lead
the struggle in Iran to final
victory.

spite this great leap and quali--
_tremely serious,
" for even bolder, more creative,
- skillful and decisive

; Day

up for work or going to school.

Was the goal therefore unreal-
istic? No it was not. Exactly
because the situation was ex-
the necessity

tactics
and leadership grew. Were signi-
ficantly larger numbers of work-
ers to come out to May Day,
more '"'breakouts" would had to
have materialized——in the
schools and plants. Most of
the  workers who came out to
May Day did. so, in the main,
as individuals, although some
did walk out while others mobil-—
ized fellow workers to come
to the marches. There was tre-
mendous anticipation and tension
in the plants that had -been

targeted by the May Day bri-
gades. It was not uncommon for
workers to be waiting outside,
trying to decide what to do.
In several plants abortive at-
tempts were made to organize
walkouts, but the effect was
electrifying nonetheless in
many instances.

In other situations, an ini-
tially unfavorable balance of
forces tended to overwhelm the
conscious forces. In some cases,
the advanced wanted to break
through some of these obstacles,
but the means to do this under
temporarily adverse conditions
were not developed and perserve-
red in by Party forces. More
determined action, paying clo-
ser political and tactical at-
tention to the developing situa-
tion could have swung the out-
come in certain instances in
favor of the advanced on May
Day. This is a lesson to be
more deeply summed up, but still
there were major obstacles that
would have been necessary to
overcome even had the approach
been more intune with the ser-—
iousness of the situation.

For every plant where actions
were planned out but did not
fully succeed, there were others
where  people on their own took
action, took a stand for May
Day, if only by staying home
from work ® or struggling with
others to do the same. There
are, undoubtedly, many such
actions of which the Party is
unaware and will ‘learn about
in the coming weeks. What May
demonstrated, therefore,
was not the absolute 1limit,
the boundary past which anything
else is impossible, but the
enormous potential for revo-
lutionary activity in this per-
iod. It demonstrated how ripe
the conditions really are and
how deep runs the hatred of

\

millions for this system. And
it revealed just how seriously
the bourgeoisie views the pros-
pect of revolution in this coun-
try. The advanced can indeed
be galvanized and the interme-
diate awakened, but, again,
on the basis of bold and deci-
sive leadership.

The political climate in this
country will never be the same.
The 1line of 1least resistance
is no longer the highest that
the working class can aspire
to. Revolution is no longer
the exclusive activity of work-—
ers in other countries. In a
country 1like this it is not
possible to make and continue
making revolution without imbu-
ing the masses with and con-
cretely training them in inter-

nationalism. There can be no
underestimating the place of
the red flag in this May Day
campaign and into the future.
The red flag was embraced by
tens of thousands of workers,
and for many more it became
synonymous with resistance.

There was no halfstepping with

this flag. It was raised in
opposition to the red, white
and blue. The strains of the
Internationale resounded in

plants, schools and communities.
A display of this kind of inter-
nationalism has never been seen
before in this country's history
and it has left its mark. Here
were thousands® sympathizing
not with CIA hostages, but their
captors and the heroic struggle
of the Iranian people! 5

What did May Day prove? The
capabilities of the class con-
scious sSection of the working
class. May Day was a concentra-—
ted expression of this strength,
but it was just the tip of the

iceberg. The tremors and rever—
berations, the explosion of
political energy and awareness

have transformed the 1lives of
tens of thousands. To submit,
robot-like to the ruling class
is the last thing on these peo-
ples minds. But May Day was
also preparation for the future.
A more solid core was forged
to lead the millions forward
when .the conditions ripen to-
wards revolution. May Day opened
a new page of history in this
country. To the millions

throughout the world fighting

U.S.
asked where are
tionary workers
States, the answer has been
sounded, "We are one, part of
the worldwide struggle and de-
termined to make the most power-—
ful contribution to it——by fin-
ishing this monster off."

imperialism but who have
the revolu-
of the United
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Erupts

they'd achieved of busting up May Day--but they were wrong. Al-
though the march was temporarily dispersed forces gathered the
ranks tegether and marched triumphantly into downtown.

At one local high school 300 youths gathered to check out
the march. Some reactionary youth attacked the demonstration
while others tried to break through police lines to join it.

30 students marched along on the sidewalk beside the main body
of the march. The cops ran frantically in front of the students
and using heavy intimidation tactics, turned them back. One
Black youth was arrested for running to join the demonstration.
At a junior high school a few teachers had been building for
May Day and estimate that 80 students would walkout. Hundreds
of office and clerical workers jammed one intersection to watch
the march.

Initial reports are that a number of workers took off work.
At one plant for example, a worker estimates that twenty younger
workers stayed out and came down to the march. A Black woman com-
mented on the march--"There was a lot of trouble. Oh, but its
the kind of trouble I like..."

Continued from page 8

Atlanta

Fifty people marched in Atlanta assembling at a downtown
park and marching through the downtown area. 125 cops and as-
sorted reactionaries accompanied the march intimidating peo-
ple from joining and even physically prevented people from doing
so. But the march was watched with keen interest by hundreds of
people who gathered in the area. After the march reached its
destination, it was decided to go out and do it again rather
than just end it right there. At the end of the second time
around the cops arrested all of the cars of people on the march,
so the marchers re-formed and marched out of downtown to a bus
stop. - g

After doing a lot of agitation people boarded a bus follow-
ed by the press and the police. The pigs discussed plans to im-
pound the entire bus as pecople gathered around the bus where
struggle and debate raged among 200 people until the pigs let
the bus go being content to arrest people as they got off the
bus near the revolutionary workers center in Atlanta. 14 were
arrested.

At the Atlanta City jail, red flags were hanging out of cell-
windows including a huge red tablecloth with prisoners giving
the fist and chanting "May Day, May Day!" The slogan, "We won't
Work That Day Will You" had a rpal effect on May lst. Many who
didn't join the fray at the demonstration took that step at the
Southern Iron Company. There one worker who came to May Day had -
another worker who didn't, count the time cards in his depart-
ment to see how many stayed out of work. 25 were absent with 12
to 15 who most likely stayed out for May Day.

West Virginia

In the coalfields of West Virginia the bourgeoisie made a
very concentrated effort to mobilize every kind of reactionary
swamp dweller available to show up in Beckley to attack the May
Day march. A very large number of these flag-waving scum was
able to nrevent the march from getting off the ground. The con-
certed effort by.the ruling class and their servants of all
stripes to organize a large counter demonstration is an indi-
cation of just how seriously concerned they are about keeping
the masses of workers away from revolutionary politics. The
coal miners in this area are a tremendous potential source of
great strength to the working class as a whole and a constant
nightmare to the bourgeoisie that is determined to keep coal
miners chained or with their sights narrowed to economic strug-

Caw

Continued from page 6

national
Alamo., THEY DID NOT DARE!
But® make no mistake

. the CPML fears.
like -Pico-Aliso, because they Pate was
have long ago set for themselves ARt honspric= oo MayE a0
the task of calling on the mas— A dhias combra
ses to fight—and fight hard Sard
indeed—in this Soviet/U.S. ¢
slavemaster war for one of the
masters—in their case the U.S.
government which oppresses them
and peoples around the world
every single day.

They are actually so subjec-—
tive, so isolated from the mas-—
ses of people, that they think
the quotes they mustered in
their article from the masses gle.
in Pico-Aliso, such as "The It was for this Teason
RCP got some sympathy after the bourgeoisie
the stabbing, but why did they
return?"; and "they shouldn't
come in here, there's too much

of the state,

masses. This, indeed is
than the CPML

the masses will

der.

ting the red flag of the inter-
proletariat atop the

about
it. It is this red flag which
The red flag
raised by thousands
1980
carrying for-
in defiance of murder,
in the face of the armed power
the spectre of
the Red Flag flying permanent-—
ly atop the Alamo, .the spectre
of the armed revolution of the
more
can bear. For

put them and
their kind out of the business
of pimping off of their strug-

that
singled out
Comrade Damian Garcia for mur—
When it became clear that
Comrade Garcia was dying his

killing"; and "They were known
as the Red Flag people," stand
as examples of the correctness
of the CPML's line. Certainly
there is a _.social base in Pico-
Aliso for their 1line, but they
didn't quote those people in
their article. -.

There is one thing the CPML
js at present afraid to do.
They did not attack Comrade
Damian Garcia (or his comrade
Hayden Fisher who was wounded
by the same hit squad) for plan-

fellow comrades of the brigade
stood around him and sang the
Internationale. Damian Garcia
raised his fist, still grasping
his blood stained red flag,
and died. This is the stuff
the leaders of the proletariat
are made of.

We hope that the CPML sells
this issue of their paper espe-
cially in East L.A. All revolu-
tionary minded people who read
it there will surely come to
hate them deeply.

gle only in their black pits. In spite of this show of force
marchers stood up and proudly waved the red flags in tthe faces

of these neanderthals.

A large number of the anti-May Day forces were youth let
out of a downtown Catholic School. A legal observer's reac-
tion to this was: "What are these kids going to be thinking
whén they're laying in the trenches, thinking about what hap-
pened today, and wondering what the hell they were carrying

the red, white and blue for." .

Cleveland

A pitched battle raged in the streets of Cleveland as a hun-
dred demonstrators, marching 2 x 2 beat back 30 separate attacks
by reactionaries to fly the red flag on May 1lst.

The focus was definitely the red flag as the air resounded
with "We're proletarians, not Americans. Our flag is red, not
red white and blue". Stand with the Future Not with the Past
Raise the Red Flag of the Working Class ." The initially puffed-

- up reactionaries responded with such imaginative slogans as
"Our flag is red white and blue, USA, USA." Organized bv a hard-
core of Nazis and union officials these hundred thugs, some
wearing Teamster jackets, pretended to speak for’the working
class. In the face of staunch determination and sharp agita-
tion, one of this motley crew admitted, "Look, I'm paid to be
here." Some others dropped away, and towards the end of the -
march, several were half-way admitting defeat, with comments
like. "You guys got it together today but after today, well
then what are you going to do? We'll get you guys eventually."

Five rabid reactionaries were physically held back by sym-

pathetic people on the sidewalk.

One Black man, who originally was part of the caveman squad,
changed sides, and, at a press conference immediately after

the march, apoligized, saying,

"My eyes have been closed but

the march opened them and I understand much more clearly the
nature of the system and the working class..."

The local ruling class had mounted a major campaign to turn
public opinion against the May Day action and had unleashed
reactionaries for the express purpose of humiliating and crush-
'ing the marches. It boomeranged badly. As one Black worker des-
cribed the wvictorious May Day march: "this rally here May
Day showed that spirit that we have, you know, it shows the peo-
ple that they can't fuck us around. You know when they started
to come against us we didn't stop. We just kept fighting on,
marching through the bricks and bottles, the whole works. We
kept on steppin'. I believe we won a lot of believers and I
believe we'll win the whole thing..."

More on these demonstrations and reports on other demonstra-
tions we were unable to cover will follow in the next issues

of the Revolutionary Worker.

Turkey

Continued from page 5

vity. In Ankara, clashes with
the armed forces left at least
two dead and 10 wounded as pro-
testers marched in defiance
‘of the ban on May Day actions.

There were also major May
Day events in the smaller cities
and towns. Merchants closed
down their shops in support
of the actions day by day, and
the police checked 1ID's from
house to house all night long.
In the town of Mersinda in the
South, 50,000 marched, including
a very large number of people
who came here to demonstrate
because it was one of the few
places not yet under martial

“law and a May Day prohibition.
In the city of Antalya in south-
ern Turkey, according to early
reports, demonstrators
the armed units sent in against
them out of town.

There were also at least four
openly fascist demonstrations
organized by armed forces offi-
cers and civilian reactionaries
who raised slogans in defense
of Turkey's national flag and
against what they called "ter-
rorism"——which was rather ironic
since murder and terror is the
specialty of these unofficial
arms of Turkey's top flunkies
for foreign dimperialism. In
Tazmir, where many of the Ameri-
cans who serve as advisors to
torturers and' company executives
live, the Army was called out
to protect them against demon-
strators.

Setting the stakes for these
actions, beginning in January,
Turkey's pro-U.S. Demirel gov-
ernment responded to imminént
bankruptcy by opening the coun-
try even wider to U.S. and West-
ern European pillage in return
for a $3 billion loan from the
U.S.-dominated dnternational
Monetary Fund——a loan necessary
to pay off previous loans and
keep Turkey afloat in the finan-

chased’

cial web it is trapped in. Wages
were frozen, price controls
lifted, the currency devaluated
and the whole economy offered
up to foreign investors. In
addition, as the "loss" of Iran
to the U.S. and the approach
of a confrontation with the
Soviet Union made Turkey even
more important militarily to
the U.S. bloc, Demirel signed
new military treaties in an

attempt to replace the Shah
as U.S. imperialism's Mideast
blockhouse. All this was accom-

panied by new widespread mea-
sures against the revolutionary
movement including the extension
of martial law all over the

country.

Although May Day has been
legal in Turkey since 1976,
the ' government announced that

this year the May Day actions
would not be allowed to fly

the red flag. Later it tried
to ban them altogether. The
trade union -federation DISK,

backed down on its May Day plans
and held only one rally, which
attracted about 60,000 people.
DISK, whose leadership includes
the pro-Soviet revisionists
has played the role of using
the threat of fascism to win
the workers to putting their

faith in Demirel's '"liberal"
opposition, which is equally
pro—-imperialist and ruthless.

Many of the actions in 10 other
cities and 20 towns were led
by revolutionary forces, inclu-
ding the Communist Party of
Turkey (Marxist-Leninist) [TKP
(M-L)]. This represented a very
clear difference with the past
several May Days where the revi-
sionists had far tighter con-
trol. Faced with this interna-
tional and national situation,
mititary authorities have an-
nounced that if the civilian
government can't stop the oppo-
sition the armed forces will
do so--a statement representing
the sentiments of Turkey's high-
est level capitalists, landlords
and other forces tied to U.S.
imperialism.



