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MASTERS OF
TORTURE HOWL

“CRUELTY”

The 52 American hostages were final-
ly locked up inside the U.S. Military
Hospital at Wiesbaden, West Germany
and were now *‘free’” to savor their first
taste of *‘liberation.’” Viewing the scene
from the New York CBS studios,
newsman Dan Rather, who throughout
the evening's coverage of the hostage
transfer had performed every hysterical
propaganda stunt short of breaking out
into a chorus of “‘God Bless America,"’
turned to Richard Queen, a former
hostage who was released by the Iran-
ians last year due to a medical condition
and who was in the studio to provide
“‘color commentary " and identify his
pals as they got off the plane. Rather,
his voice choking with carefully
rehearsed rage, asked Queen if he
didn’t Yearn for revenge against
Iran—some act of punitive retaliation

in repayment for their ‘‘horrible-

ordeal.”” On top of Dan’s torture
stories, lifted straight from the movie
The Deerhunter, it was a calculated call
1o a rabid patriotic frenzy.

"The ball was in Queen’s court; all
America (or at least CBS’s rating slice)
waited for Queen's angry plea for

retribution. But no; instead Queen, ina -

quiet tone, explained that
to take such action at this time would
only be regarded worldwide as ‘‘a cheap
shot.”” He went on to point to the
broader, strategic interests of the U.S.
imperialists in the area—the ‘‘oil
straights’” of Hormuz, the unity of
[ran, insuring that the Soviets couldn’t
get their claws into her. So here it
was—a call to “‘enfightened imperialist
rabidity.’ Whip it up, but remember,
the main enemy of U.S. imperialism to-
day is not Iran, but the Soviets. Hitting
Iran is ‘‘a cheap shot’'; get ready for
the big shot—world war with the
Soviets.

The two-edged theme of this well-
worked out Rather/Queen duet was
echoed in theipress in the days that have
followed—calls to strike back, coupled
with calls to *‘channel’’ this whipped up
rage into the overall strategic interests
of U.S. imperialism. Every story they
leak, every editorial they write serves an
overall purpese—the purpose of U.S.
imperialist domination, not only in
iran, but worldwide. The civilized pose
of the ‘“‘restrained victim’' (it’s irrele-

vant, of course, that the U.S. was
responsible for tens of thousands of
deaths and decades of oppression in
Iran) is just as much a part of U.S. war
preparations as is the blood-lust cries of
“to arms.’" After all, you can’t just say
**go out and fight and die and kill for
U.S. imperialism’'’—you have to give
them some *‘just and civilized* reason
to do so. All this doesn’t mean the U.S;
has abandoned plans to crush and
teivilize! Iran for imperialism. Quite
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Salvadoran Guerillas Step Up Offensive,
Hold Territory

After a 48-hour lull, the fighting
against the U.S. puppet junta in El Sal-
vador exploded once again on Wednes-
day, January 21, when opposition forces
launched an attack on government
troops in the area of San Vicente Volca-
no, about 25 miles east of the capital ci-
ty of San Salvador. This area was the
scene of a highly publicized search and
destroy mission, combined with a mass-
ive aerial bombardment, by forces of
the Salvadoran junta just two weeks
earlier—afterwards the U.S. puppet go-
vernment loudly proclaimed that it had
completely wiped out the guerrillas in
the area. As we go o press, no new
claims about this area have been forth-
coming from the bloodsoaked rulers of
El Salvador, but it is known that phone
communications have been severed be-
tween San Salvador and 35 other towns

throughout _the country, and that
20,000 striking teachers have refused to
go back to work despite alternating
threats and pleas from the junta.

The new round of fighting makes
clear that the offensive of the Farabun-
do Marti Liberation Front (FMLN)—
the unified command of four Salva-
doran guerrilla groups plus the pro-
Soviet revisionist Salvadoran ‘‘Com-
munist’’ Party (PCS)—that began on
January 10 is far from over, despite the
ear-wearying obligatory boasts of
“total victory” from José Napoleon
Duarte, the junta’s president. In fact,
earlier in the week, the FMLN had an-
nounced that it controlled virtually all

of the countryside in the northern and.'

eastern parts of the country, as well as
eight towns in Cabanas province, four
in Chalatenango, and two in La Paz,

)

and the provincial capitals of Chalete-
nango, San Miguel, San Vicente, and
Santa. Ana. Forces were withdrawn
from some of the cities and towns after
the junta began a massive aerial bom-
bardment of the civilian populations,
undoubtedly using’ ‘‘non-lethal’’ U.S.
military aid to carry it out, especially
concentrating their fire on the rebel-
lious peasants of Zacatecoluea, La Paz,
San Esteban, and San Vicente. But go-
vernment troops have been unable to
regain control or even travel in much of
the countryside, and all the highways
connecting Chalatenango province with
Usulutan and San Vicente are con-
trolled by the guerrillas. And seven
towns within the province of San Salva-
dor itself, surrounding the capital, were
controlled for two days before the
EMLN forces pulled back temporarily.

During the past week, the State Dept.
announced that it was rushing another
$5 million in military aid to the Salva-
doran junta, the second such announce-
ment in a five-day time span. This time,

they didn’t even bother with any bogus
blusterings about the “‘peaceful’’ intent
of their weaponry. The U.S. aid includ-
ed M-16 rifles and ammunition, gre-

.nade launchers and four more Huey

Bell helicopter gunships, like the ones
they used in Vietnam.

The media dutifully cooperated in the
cynicalfJ step-up of U.S. claims that
“foreign involvement in El Salvador™
(sic— R W) has necessitated their escala-
tions, with headlines in the New York
Times like “Flow of Arms to Rebels
Given as Reason for Aid."" What these
claims of foreign involvement amount
o are charges of a ‘*Nicaraguan inva-
sion'' of El Salvador and an *‘influx of
Soviet and Cuban military aid.'" While
there undoubtedly have been some Soviet
and Cuban arms going into the country,
this hasn’t amounted to all that much
and isn't a new development. In fact,
most of the weapons being used by the
guerrillas are of U.S. origin. The Soviet
Union has been relying mainly on the
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