





















































- On January 23 the Coast Guard
began ‘“‘tests’’ off the Northwestern tip
of Washington state which were to pro-
vide the pretext for future federal
regulations permitting oil supertankers
into. Washington's Puget Sound.

Coast Guard patrel boats and two heli- °

copters were on hand to make sure no-
body disrupted the proceedings, but to
no avail,

As the supertanker B.P. San Diego
and two accompanying tug boats began
the first day of tests, tiny inflatable
rafts manned by members of the Green
Peace Organization streaked towards
the tanker. The tugs backed off and the
tests came to an end while patrol boats
gave chase, helicopters hovering above.
By the end of the second day of tests, 12
people had been arrested and one had
eluded the Coast Guard, escaping into
Canadian waters. All 12 were charged
with felonies
$50,000 fine and 5 years in jail. The
Coast Guard had announced before the
tests began that they would throw the
book at anyone interfering, and the
heavy charges were no doubt intended
to intimidate those who in the future
might consider protesting these'plans to
bring supertankers into Puget Sound.

Green Peace is an environmental
group which opposes the supertankers’

because of the big danger of oil leaks as
well as the havoc the enormous ships
will wreak with the environment in
general. What particularly irked of-
ficials was that the protests served to
highlight the farcical nature of the coast
guard' tests. At one point in the test a
. tug attempted to bring the enormous
supertanker to a halt after it cut power
while traveling at 6 knots—half the nor-
mal cruising speed in the area. It took
29 minutes to stop the tanker which by
that time had traveled another 2.2 miles
and veered 22 degrees of course. This in
a channel which at places is only a mile
wide! At other points a tug ended up
pulting a large dent in the side of the
tanker when attempting to steer it onto
a new course, a line three inches thick
' snapped while trying to keep the tanker
on cburse, and a whole series of (ests
was cancélled when the tanker started
pulling a tug backwards through the
water.

Of course, none of the technical dif-
ficulties revealed by these tests and
brought to light of day by the actions of
protestors, is likely to convince the
authorities to relent in their efforts to
bring supertankers into Puget Sound.
Besides the various oil companies which
have oil refineries on Puget Sound and
stand to profit considerably if the larger
supertankers are allowed, the
bourgeoisie as a whole has compelling
reasons to expand the shipment of oil to
western Washington. At present the
U.S. lacks the refinery capacity on the
west coast to handle production from

the Alaskan oil fields. So oil from -

Alaska must be shipped through the
Panama Canal—a long and costly trip.
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And as rivalry between the U.S. and
Soviet Union: grows more intense; the
U.S. has a compelling necessity to find
more Secure ways to transport
petrolenm than a steady stream of
tankers crossing the high seas.

As a result, a number of different
ways of shipping oil from Puget Sound.
are being explored. One proposal is to
build® a pipeline that would run
underneath Puget Sound and continue
eastward to the midwest. A version of
this plan called the Northern Pier
Pipeline and backed by the likes of Get-
ty Oil, US Steel, Burlington Northern
Railway and Westinghouse, received
the official blessing of Jimmy Carter
over a year ago. But this projéct also
facés substantial opposition by Green
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Peace, many other environmental
organizations, and Indian Tribes whose
lands and fisheries could well be ruined
by spills from the pipeline. Financing
for such a huge undertaking is also a
problem.

So meanwhile, the U.S. has prepared
plans to bring the mammoth tankers in-
to Puget Sound' and expand existing
refineries in the area. A key part of this
is the Coast Guard’s moves to overturn
existing federal regulations which bar
supertankers from the Sound. And
while competing interests among the
ruling class are haggling over .the best
way (o bring 'Alaskan oil to " the
refineries, what ‘they clearly do not
want to see, and what particularly gets
them about the Green Peace protests, is

the direct challenge to laws, rules and
regulations designed to exclude ‘the
masses of people from having anything
to say about all this,

One sign of the furor kicked up by
the  Green Peace protests was the an-
nouncement, made by the U.S. attorney
in Seattle several days after the coast
guard had concluded the tests, that
felony charges- filed- against those -
disrupting the tests were being dropped
to misdemeanors. Attempts = of in-
timidation with threats of heavy
charges had backfired and, after a few
days of frantic consultations, federal
officials decided to back down in the
hope of diffusing thesituation. =
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Copies can be ordered in English, Spanish,
French and Danish from:

RCP Publications,
P.0. Box 3486, Merch. Mart,
Chicago, IL 60654

$1.00 plus .50 postage.
Bulk rates available.

A Call to RW Readers

The Revolutionary Worker
would like to print reader reac-
tions and comments on these
two recently published
documents. The following
note was just received:

In relationship to the communi-
que run in the 86th edition of the RW
(*To the Marxist-Leninists, the
Workers and the Oppressed of All
Countries”), I'myself feel that it is a
very inspiring act that revolutionary
organizations across the world have
given their utmost approval of the
question of internationalism,
because this is exactly what will be
needed to obliterate oppression and
exploitationacross the world. To all
these vanguard revolutionary
organizations, thank you for your
commitment to worldwide revolu-
tion.

Yours in commitment,
An ex-Black Panther

P.S. In view of the different crises
and situations occurring not only in.
the United States of Amerikkka but
across the world as people attempt
to throw off the yoke of imperialism,
wake up mentally and seize the
time.
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