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Call to May 1st

TAKE HISTORY
'INTO OUR
. HANDS?

It is time to prepare the coming May First actions. It
is time the sparks that flew from last year’s activity
(and have flown as well from a thousand other sources
since) be spread into wide-ranging outbreaks of
political struggle by the revolutionary proletariat on
May [, 1981. There could not be-a better time than
now for such proletarian revolutionary and interna-
tionalist actions. From Atlanta to El Salvador to
Poland, the world is showing ever more vividly and
clearly the utter rottenness and utter criminality of the
imperialist system—and the vast potential for revolu-
tionary struggle against it. And the depraved filth that
is the American Dream becomes even more obviously
hideous as it is acted out in its dying years by the likes
of Ronald Reagan. :

The actions of May First must be what the present
world situation demands. They must be as imposing as
possible. It is especially important that in this country,
one of the great and rotting bastions of international
reaction, they be imposing not only in their strong and
defiant character, but in the class consciousness, the
internationalism, displayed by those who mount the
stage of struggle that day: Proletarians so radical they
want to fight all oppression—not only their own, but
oppression everywhere that imperialism stretches its
claws; proletarians so radical they want to fight for the
worldwide elimination of classes, of any vestige of the
oppression of man by man. The bold actions of those
who do now understand the world in this way will have
impact far beyond their numbers. They will snap many
others awake in this country and they will bring joy to
millions and millions internationally, encouraging
them to step up their part of the struggle as weil.

The situation today is already revealing the impor-
tance of such a class-conscious section. As events pull
tens and hundreds of thousands into some form of
motion, wiping the sleep from many eyes, the all-
around activity of a section which is clear in its vision
and bold and flexible in its activity will have a power-
ful effect—not only on the immediate struggles, but
even more in showing people the common imperialist
cause and the common proletarian revolutionary solu-
tion of all these injustices. Now. imagine the future, a
situation where both world war and the possibility for
revolutions are being conjured up, when millions here
are being pulled into motion. But you don’t have to
just imagine it, because this is precisely what is shaping
up before us in the decade ahead. In that situation, the
existence and work of this growing section of class-
conscious proletarians may well make the difference
between victory and defeat—between a great contribu-
tion in this country to the world revolution and a far
smaller one. And this is precisely what May First is all
about—preparation for revolution.

In this we have much to learn from the May First ac-
tions of last year. Around the world, no matter how
difficult the conditions, class-conscious proletarians
devised the ways to appropriately celebrate May 1. In
Turkey, with many cities under 24 hour curfew and the
red flag banned, people hit the streets in what revolu-
tionaries call “pirate’’ demonstrations, where people
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