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THE THIRD PARTY VICTORY IN THE BRUNK

The United Stztzs and all of its politiczl bartias rockad with thsz
victory of A.L.P. candidate; Leo Isacson,in the 24th Congressional Distric

Inis exprsssion of ths American psople must have bzen receivad joyfully
all over the world as another factor for peace,

VWhat a wondsrful sight to see the working class gloating over a vie-
ry which puts Boss Flynn in political hock. And yet--and this is the
int of this editorial-- that victory is being squandered. It is being
uanderead by those CP leadsrs who ware cynical zbout victory, afraid of

befores the elzctions and even now. :
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The Republican, Democrat,’ Liberal, A.L.P., and Communist Parties and
:cson and Wallace all felt in common that Isaeson could not win. Demo-—

+t Propper would win. They are all prectical, sobar politicians who

not so nuive as to bs. swayed by the moods of tha pzople who thought
Isacson could win bescausz the 2 in 1 parties and their bipartisanship
exposed..
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The P.R., Club thought that Isacson would win--despitz the wat reg of
C.P. leadsrship--~bzcauss this neighborheod, whars we work(a solidly pro-
let_arian naighborhood of Negro, Jawish, Puerto Rican, Itclian, and Irish

workars) has made svidant its disgust with tha two-party systam. This was

2lso evident back in October 1946 whan the P.R. Club issuad it} S5.0.5. znd

was expellsd for such rsnegads-ideas-zs pushing a third party. Until now
third party gains in this area have been. chscked by ths so-called leadsrs
of ths workers. DNow, despite thsir leaders, the workars hava moved shzad.

The C,P. can now float a faw light words sbout the lessons of the
campalgn into its editorials, but it obswres the wacknass of ths campaign
and thus perpetuates thet weakness. During the elzaction campaign, & .
frontal attack on the Marshall Plan was avoided by concentrating on the
Palestins issue. Isacson did it openly; the perty encouragsd it quietly.
Nevertheless, out of the real. expariencas of the. canvassers (of course
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not of the CP leaders) ceme a genuinsly hopeful and spontaneols excite-

ment. This frightening upswurgs forced Flynn to throw. Mayor 0'Dwyer~-and
Eleanor--in to divert the excitement, The diversion failed because this
excitement reppesented a realization of. strength and thereby multiplied-
the activity which won the election, - ...

With the very shock of victory (55.5% of the total votel) Isacson
did the workers who won his election-a disservice. He proclaimed the
key to his victory the Palestine issue., This wasted and confused the
roal lesson, JIsacson!s analysis was adopted wholeheartedly by the major
parties as & vehicle for narrowing the base for the Bronx upsurge, Demo=
crat Propper even went so far as to suggest the administration!s posi-.
tlon on the Palestine issue as the obstacle to his success. O0f course,
the Palestine issue was a strong and valid part of the campaign but only
2 _part of a larger reason. Why did Flynn's Bronx desert both machines
and-give the -U.,S,-a-lessen of gregt valus for 1948? The people believed
that locally and nationally 2 thifd- party could win--and had to win to
prevent war in the world and fascism in 4% U.S. The people voted down
the Marshall Plan, the Taft-Hartley Law, WMT, the sabotcge of the UN,and
the Palestine betrayal. They voted--in & word-~for peace. That word to-
day is the program which has to include all the international and domes-
tic problems, but mist not be obscured by any one part of it., The con-~
scious voting for the Third Party as a weapon for peace must not bz ob-
scured by any one issue, - : : :

It is to the credit of the rank and file members of the CP and the
PCA. who worked herd in this election--as well as the Bronx garment work—
ers (in Dubinsky's union BUT NOT HIS POCKET) that they took matters into
their own hands,-forgot about thes limited excursion of a protest vote
and won, Thay began to see a. little of the dynamite in their strength--
the strength that reversed the disgrace of the last election when the
ALP cringed before Flynn offering support which was refused. If their .
leaders eould bear the disgrace because they are "respectableV, the work-
ers wouldn't, One would almost think that this example would teach the
CPUSA to trust the intelligence of the workers, to lead them. Instead
the CP not only didn't keep abreast of the workers-—it tailed misarably.
It expected a rise of ALP votes to about 30% of the total at the best—
and got 55.5%. el B LS 5

What a victory this would be if there were a real CP(and this is
somathing to think about for those expelled who think nothing can be done
until we have a real CP.) These people voted for working class power,
Nothing separates this iatelligsnce in the Bronx working class from em-
bracing Socialism, but the fact that the CP's rejection of Socialism hass
been supeyimposed on the people generally. ~The workers take a stride
forward and the CP squanders the advance and. influences other non—Comni-
nist leaders to squander alse, This is the real crime of thoe-CP.
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A LETTER

ON THE THIRD PARTY

LWie have recsived a copy of a letter sent to NCR by.
-2 Communist Party member from New York City. - We
consider this an excellent refutation of curra_nt
"leftist™ argumsnts zgainst the 3rd Party movement
in.the U.S..To date NCP has not reproduced this._/

. e s .Februafy-B; 1948
. Dear Comrade::: . . vir gV TR0 VST T T

I am sorry--that I have ‘taken so long to answer your good letter,
As you know I am-in-agreement with much of what NCP says. I think I
should point out at this-time that I also have certain areas of dis—
agreement with you. : Of thess probably the most important and by all
odds the most timely.concerns the proper role of real Communists in
the current, Third Party movement. ARG I

In order to delimit the area of disagreement in NCP's own terms
first let me say: -+ .~ - : a
: (1) - I know no other way to solve the problems of.the masses
than the revolutionary way (and I know that there is no other way) .
. (2) I xnow that these problems cannot be solved without 2 bona
fide CP. THAT though the workers do and will struggle without such a
CP that they cannoi struggle successfully without -it. _
- (3) I believe that the correct fundamental goal in this coun-
try is the-dictatorship of the working class. ' -

I agres that the renegacy and tailism of CPUSA which has per-
mitted liberal and petit-bourgeois groups to assume the hegemony of
the emerging coalition has created the danger that it may becoma an
anti-Communist third party as Dimitroff warned at the Seventh CI Con-
gress that it might. - (Danger or no, it is definitely not an anti-Com-.
munist party now as Wallace's Feb, 1 speech at Columbus plainly showeda)

It 1s further apparent that a CPUSA that tailed anti-Soviet-
esrs such as Mead et al for years can't be counted on for anything ex-
cept to try to ssll out the workers. -0f course not; the real job of
leadership to prevent a sell-out must be done by the Comradas who ars
daztermined that we must have a real CP, Small as we are in number, not
yet agresed altogether on program, and with a certain amount of Trotsky-
ite and adventurist chaff to slough off, we are nevertheless the only
ones who can do -this job, P Sk o,

I differ from NCP chiefly in that (1) I don't think we should
or dare wait until a sizeable bona fide CP is in being before starting
to work like hell for a Peoples' Front, but rather that thosz of ws who

-y
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want such a CP must start now from whers we are and build the bona.
fide CP by building the Peoples! Front; and (2) I am.convinced tnat
the "rope" of Lenin; i.e. the-advice that Lenin gave the incipient
Brivish Communist Party in 1921, applies fully to us in the present
situation. My reasons are as follows: ' -

First as to NCP!s contention that we must build a bona fide CP
befors we can build a real Paoples! Front, I should like to raise the
following points: - : :

(1) As far os the bona fide CP is concerned we are at just about
the same stage as the British Communists were in 1921 when Lenin gave
them his advice. They had "four (all weak and some of them very, very
weak) parties and groups" which were not agrazed on program. Hs ad-
vised them "to unite on the basis of thes principles of the Third In-
ternational.and of obligatory participation in Parliament® (Refusal
to participate in Parliament was the leftist tsendency at that time, as
refusal to promots-a Paoples? Front except under just the right con--
ditions is the prevailing "left™ deviation.-M4.) and then-to form a-
bloc with the Labour Party-to help bring . that party to power. (All my
Lenin g.uotes are from the Little Lenin Library Edition of WLEFT WINGY
CDMMUNIS?: AN INFANTILE DISORDER; Section IX, WLeft Wing" Communism in
England, ‘

To the formation of this bloe or front Lenin interposed just one
firm condition: that "the CP retain ¢omplete liberty to cerry on
agitation, propaganda and politicel activity.. Without the latter con-
dition no such bloc should be concluded, for that would bz an act of
betrayal.n g

(2) I velieve Lenin's advice zpplies equally tou us today, i.e. to
real Communists outside CPUSA and to those inside who are willing to
mzke the break. We should unite at once on the basis of the princi-
ples of the Third Internationzl, the Cominform Manifesto, and of the
Peoples! T ront as outlined for the fmerican Party by tha Seventh CI
Congress (and consistently sabotaged by CPUSA). We should cement our
unity by the correct application of these principles to the Wallaca
candidacy, and to the building of a permansnt Third Party whose hege~

- mony we must prepare to assume. S : T

Obviously in supporting Wallace'!s Third Party or any other Lenin's
condition that the CP must retain full liberty to continue its inde- .
pendant role, to agitate, criticize, etc. has to be met. We will have
no part of an anti-Communist party. - : ~

(3) By correctly supporting this Third Party,thus strengthening
its oppositicn to the Marshall Plan and anti-Soviet war-mongering,
while also threatening it with the "rope", we will have an unequalled
chance to talk to workers who poisonad by. the red hysteria would not
otharwise listen to us. We can thus explain Socialism and the workers
- government to them and make rapid stridass in building & mass bona fide

CP. :
' We must convince the masses of the carrectnsss of our theory by
teking a leading part in the fight for their immediate political and
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economic demands,-demands which are being-put forward, even if some-
what inadaquately by Wallace. . : _

(4) TIMETABLE TO FASCISM, - Marshall Tito in his spesch to the
Second Congress of the Peoplas! Front of Jugoslavia (Sept. 7, 1947)
said: "We are again in need of-a fierce and-stubborn struggle against
reaction and fascism:"® It sesems plain tc ms, but apparantly not e- .

gqually so to NCP, that the master-strategists of Amsricen imperialism
are planning to clap-down an- American- Brand -of fascism on us, and that
in the not distant future. The preliminary moves have bsen made or
are under way:. the  incitements of the un-American Committee, the loy-
alty checks, the Taft-Hartley-crackdowns, the -reactionary-unity of the
ma jor parties-and-tha NAM, and the mounting crescende of. rad-baiting 4
and anti-Sovist hysteria.:. Reaction:is:preparing”der tagl: The 'big -
push, -if ths imperialist!s: timetable is not-upset by. tha resistance .
of the masses, will comegy as-in Hitlar!s-case.and Mussolini's; on.the
hzels of a major economic--crisis when:millions of unsmploysd; torn -
loose from their economic’ and. political.moerings, ars ready:to.grasp.
at any dema.gogic SETPAWL 28w ai 3w T SLE melalr =it S B

It is no accident’that.both mejor-parties have conspired: togsther,
cach tha while blaming-the cother, tO0- dasstrcy all such chacks and con-
trols as might mitigate the violence of - tha cuming aconomic debaclae;

We are in a race against tims; we dare not risk waiting till 1950
or more likely 1952 to start building the Pesoples! Frent which alone
can disrupt the cleverly conceivad plens of the imperialists.for Amer-~
ican fascism as a prelude to their attack on the Soviet Union. We -
nsed such- a .party in 1948,-later may be. too late. A= o :

-~ S0 much. for the question of the timing of a third party. Then.
the question may be raised that Henderson, Sncwden and McDonzld were
nominally*a coalition with the forces he leads,. Certainly not if we
bglieve what Dimitroff told us at ths Seventh CI Congress and Tito re-
affirmed in his September speech. Tito said: "Many psople think to-
day that Pesoples! Fronts are something. obsolete., somathing super-
fluous at . this siage. of development;.but this is wrong.": And. again
"A new danger of war may therafore arise if w2 are not. vigilant; if:
we fail to draw conclusions from theirecent past, and do not take.en-
ergetic nesasures against all war-mongers; if all the democratic forces
not only in evary individual country (My emphasis-W/. ) but in ths
whole world do-not unite tc conduct the most. ensrgetic struggle

against the war-mongaers and for peaca,! : S

Under Amarican conditions therafoure the elemants from which the
coalltivn must be formed cunsist of a2ll anti-fascists who prove the
sincerity of their opposition to tha imperialist war-mongsars by re-
fusing to red-bait American Communists or ths Sovizst Unicn.

_ Despite his vacillations it would be straining at a gnat to pre-
tend that Wallace does not qualify at this time. Furthermors fragasn-
tary polls of worker opinion so far-availabls-indicete that far and
away , the greatest part of his support comes from the low incume groups

% (omission)Marxists while Walloce is not. Doas thot mean that we
-should not sntar into
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(industrial workers and glmost csrtcinly also from ths poor farmers).
Thesz ar= thas classes from whicin & mass Peoples! Coclition must be re-
cruited; it would be-the shesrest folly for us-to rafuse to support
the only lewdzr in whom. they have-confidence, even clthough w2 cannot
fully shere- that confidance. . To do so.could only astrunge us from the
me.Ss25 «nd seriously. ninder the formection-of cny Pesoplss! Front, as
well as prevent us-from using tha-fight. to build that front as a ladder
to recruit the more:advanced:workers:into a.real CP,

Thus I disagree with .NCP-{ 5 Jan. !48 ) that to support. Wallace
because:rfailure:to-do.so would-be unpopular with-the masses is oppor-
tunist.. ~Inthis Chicago:speech-Wallace put forward a program which cor-
responds.- prettyrclosely with-the needs:of the-masses for struggle a~--
gainst: the imperialist war-mongers and Marshall-planners as well as for
their: immediate:economic-needs.: . Our.chief fear is that he may nat stick
to that program.:zcAlso we want:socialism:and-Wallace has illusions a~
bout "progressive:capitalism,. . But under comparable conditions Lenin
advised support of Snowden and Henderson. Certainly they were no less
demagogues and liars than Wallace. On ths contrary they pretended to
want. socialism;:but not of course- in thelr lifetimes, and used their
Fabian-pretensions to justify their esvery sell-out to British Imperial-
ism. . Wallace is more homest and theresfors evan if weak and vacillating

less dangerous.

Again NCP speaks of confusing "thes enthusizsm of certain trade .
union officials with tha views of the working class", and also that the
frisks" of not supporting "Wallace do not.seem to have deterred a majo-

rity of high trade union officials from baing markedly anti-Wallace. so
it can't be quite as 'risky! as it sesms." Surely NCP does not want to
pretend (no matter how low our opinion. of CPUSA trade-union pie-cards)
that the. AF of L, Brotherhood and CIO unions opposing Wallace are more.
responsive to their members! nazds and wishes than the unions which
support hlmuizooon, S 30 qrnmara : : £

.The impressive undercurrent of support among workers despite the
opposition of certainly 90% of the top union.leadership, the paralyz-
ing traditional two-party straight-jacket, and the certainly that he
carmot be elected in 1948 shows how hard the masses are bucking theair
anti-Wallaca leaders.. : St il ; ;

I think we have to be caraful not to denounce and oppose gvery-
thing CPUSA does merely bacause they are wrong 95% of tha time. Thers
is plenty about their handling of the Peoplas! Front since 1935 and the
Wallace candidacy in particular to criticize and to spare, even for
those of us who believe we should give him real but conditional support,

Coming back again to the "rope" NCP (5 Jan. 48) says:. "The most
powerful of the erronsous arguments.(for supporting Wallaca).is a very
subtle one and consists —- of a counterfeit (Original emphasis) "rope
of Lenin". You say that CPUSA has been-talking about it for ysars Yand
the essential point of {it) they miss entirely®. Yes, they havs mis-
‘used the "rope" tactic to perpestrate a horrendeus hoax on American (and
particulary New York) worksrs. They have supported somz of the mangisst

-
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tripe in the American political scene as NUI' suys: ¥iiith a 'rope’? Kot
at all. They just support him - period,® NCP is justifiably pretty
mad about  this, and so am I, -

What NCP has proved here howaver is not that thz "rope" 1s a count-
erfeit, but that CPUSA has passed off tactics which bear no real re-
lationship to Lenin's advice as bsing in fact ths real "rope", and in
so doing has caused-.grava injury to the worksrs. But NCP, I.take it,
is not offaring its recommendations to CPUSA, ths Browderites or to any
othar groups whose secret ambitions are to s2ll tha workars down the
river while appearing to adhers to classical Marxism-Leninism. "It is
telling what. in its opinion rzal Communists should do.

What right.-then does NCP have to assume that, because the counter—
feit "rope! used by designing opportunists.is.a fraud, that Lenin's .
tactic correctly applied by real Communists would also be counterfeit
and a fraud? -As a matter of fact Lenin.wasn!t just guessing that the
tactic would -work.  He.was suggasting an agresment of British Commun-
ists with the Labour Party such "“as %for fiftean ysars-1903-17) the
Russian Bolsheviks insistesd on-and secwurad in-relation to the Russian
Hendersons and Snowdens, 1.8. the Mensheviks." 3 '

If CPUSA hopalessly perverts the "rope" by giving unconditional sup-—
port-to anti-worker candidatas: and parties, NCP is also guilty of dis-
torting it. It says (17 Nov. 47) that "the 'rope! still has a few good
hangs left in-it". But here and-.elsewhere you maka2 it clear that while
you are rather keen to spring the trap on Henry (using thea occasion of
course to spread Communist propaganda. if possible), you hope this can
be accomplished without contributing to his political strength or to
tha _t of his party. = .- ; _

Well it just can't be dong. The Prope" is a much subtler tactic
thoa that. It . consists of o .number of cleosesly intar-related and in-
separabls 2lemsnts, all of which are either described or implied by
Lenin:-

(1) Real political support for thz coalition in ordar to elect .its
candidates (or to force them to take power in case they ara reluctant).
4s Lenin pointed out, this is an absolute condition if the Urope! is
to b2 used succassfully:-mAt the present time the British Communists
very often find it herd to approach the massas and even to get thenm to
listen to them., (He couldn!t have hit the na il on the head hetter had
he been writing of USA-1943-W.) If I as a Communist come out ané call
upon the workers to vote for the Hendersons against Lloyd George taey
will certainly listen to me." - Read Wallace for Henderson. XYes they
will listen to us and everything else starts from there,

(2) Vearning the masses that the coalitiun's lsadesrship because of
its class composition will possibly or almost-.csrtainly betray them
glther pefore or after their assumptiovn of power.

(3) Bducating and propagandizing the more advancad workers to the
nead for the dictatorship of the workers and poor farmers, and thus
recrulting them into a buna fide CP.

(4) By virtue of raising the political level of the workers (points
2 and-3 above) furcing the weak lsadarship of thes coalition te carry
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out its pledges to the masszas  and to tzke a correct course or to stond
nopelessly exposzd to the workers as traitors with the consequence thot
the workers lecrning from this experience will turn to the CP for lesad-
ership and tcke stote power as a workars and formers government..

Thus the Propel properly cuarried out can cct as a deterrent or
praventive as well as o Yeure',. A Wellace whose shilly-shallying, vac-
illations and anti-Scviet tendsncies are thoroughly cnd continucusly
exposed to his followers by nis supporters and whose slightest gesture
in the dirzction of the Mershcll-Plam-is-dasndounced from within his own
renks is guing to think twice bsfore he betrays tha workars..

; - I 'must.-apologize for bsloboring my point ot such langth, but it
seems-tc-me that Lenin's advice: to .the British.Communists in 1921 is of
pscullar value to us teday.. We (the bona fide CPars) like them ore
weak, disunited and ideologically unsure of our course. We too have
not as yet geined the confidence of the masses, who now accept as lead-
ers man wa have good resason-to distrust.. Ths tectic detailed by Lengn
is designed to goin the hegemony of tha-viorksrs! movement for the Com-
munists under these admittedly difficult conditions. In my opinion we
cannot afford to ignore it. :

We should therefore use this opportunity to achieve ideoclogical
and -organizational unity, and to build our real CP, through our zchieve
ments in welding o permanent People!s Front of which we.must in due
course ossume the leadership, . T

& couple of further observotions may perhaps be pertinent, Of.all
the betrayals of which the CPUSA hos been gullty, its actions with re-
gard to the Marshall Plan hove been just about the worst. The refusal
of the CPUSA. to offilicte with the Cominform, orgonized primarily to
coordinate the fight cgoinst the Marshall Plon, and perticularly the
craven excuse offered for the refluscl showed the workers of Europe that
the CPUSA is unwilling to stand and fight {on any issus that is, except
for pie-card jobs.) While ths DW was givimng mild lipservice. to the
Cominform's Monifesto, the CP wmbneers were wnonimously supporting the
Marshall Rlen at CIO convantions all ovar the-country,-in.the ncme of
unity. Unity with.the imperizlists and their labor stoogass that is,
and a knife in the back for ths workers of the world, Amsrica includad.

The Morshall Ploen is the most critical issus in ths world today.
Viallece 1s opposing th2 Marshall Plen, with rassrvotions, but still 0p=
posing it., Thz only way workers in Americc in spite of their mislsad-
ers, con show. théair brothers from Brest to Stalingrad that thay do have
some support in this couniry for thair fight against Americon imperiol-
lsm 1is to vote for Wallace. Workers of the Vorld Unite, the men 58ySe
For this reason alone I contend, to undo some of ths domags from the
CPUSA's cowcrdly shannanigons, we would -havs to zet cut and roll up thes
vote for Wallace if he were Baelzebub hims.lf, which with 21l due dafar-
ence to NCP, he is nol. And the fact that the CPUSA now hoppens to be
tailing Viallece dossn't alter our obligotion in the slightest..

-Finally, I think that favorcble editorial aond othar comment zbout
Wallace in the Soviet press during the past yezar, both bafore and since
he beceme an avowed candidote, is not without significance. It would
be noive to suggest that Soviet informetion s to the American political



spark

scena is less than adequate, or that the opinions expressed are only
casual. Neither, it is fairly apparent, ares they diplomatic statements
or agitational slogans which, if we are to avoid Browder'!s error, we
must needs reinterpret. ~Certainly, the S.U, isn't going-to give us a
bum steer in a matter which is equally vital to them. No, I think it is
their honest opinion that with all his weaknesses Wallace is the best
candidate available, and that we will do well to support him, with the
"pope! - in all of its aspects to be sure, and to build around him a pow-
~ erful.permanent People'!s Coalition against the imperialist drive to
fascism-and war. They have been known to be right,

P.S., Since writing the above I have engaged in a friendly exchange
of correspondence with-NCP. -'I told them that I believe a full Marxist
discussion of this issue by Comrades who want a real CP 1is wurgently
nesded at this time; that my pwrpose in writing was to provoke such a
discussion. . NCP replied however- (25 Pebruary) that they have "neither
the means nor the desire to issue-a 'forum! sort of publication, owr -
purpose belng to-propagate what the Commitfee believes to be Bolshevik
views and to refute what the Committes beliesves to b2 non or anti-Bol-
shevik views," “Certainly -NCP is fully within its rights in this stand.
In an earlier-communication I told NCP of a request from ancther group
(SPARK) to use my letter in case NCP did not.' While NCP did not reply
directly to this point, they gave their implicit consent: PThere is no
noticeable lack at present of publications that welcoms what we regard

" as mistaken views." ;
- — W,

COMMUNISTS N NMU

.: [/We are reproducing in full the initial statement of the Mari-
; i -8 C i P from "FORE !N AFTY, Feb,,
1948, ‘Vie -consider this-the-first-ecorrect Communist statement to.
- appear in the- midst- of the great confusion-in-the-National Mari-
5ime Undom, /iy . Boss &5 Muis SR ey . : L
Dear Conrades: s
 This ‘is the beginning of:a Maritime News Letter whose purpose will
be-to.assist in the fight to develop real Communist activity in owr
industry and .in the United States, and to.develop a program of action
basad upon the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 8tolin, dedicated
to the struggle for Socialism,

Because of the-opportunist role of the present leadership of the
CPUSA, (specifically, the waterfront leadarship) and the resulting con-
fusion to all workers, bona~fide Communist theory and activity has be-
come a pressing necessity. In the maritime industry, the opportunism
and careerism of the present.CP leadership have been disastrous to the
class—-consciousness of the Maritime worker and ruinous  to maritime re-—
lations. Nones - of the present problems of tha unions of the industry
can bz resolved in any part to the satisfaction of the real interests
of the workers until the core of all thaess problems, the character of
the CP, is properly resolved. It is a political fantasy to balieve that
the unionst! problems can be solved in the real intsrest of the workers
without a »eal Communist Party giving militant leadership. Anything
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short of militant CP leadership of the working class results in what
we witness todays: confusion, splits and the resurgence of right-wing
activity in the United States. - G ot . 5

. Therafore, it is the responsibility of all sincere Communists,
whether cwrently CP. members, expelled, dropped or resigned Communists,
to bulld a real CP in the U, S. To do this NMU Communists can start ..
in their own union -= and immediatelyl 'This is why some of us have
started a simple, "old fashioned", Communist unit — and for these four

1. 'We must fight the Imperialist preparation for war abroad and steps
toward Fascism' at home.in order to assist the struggling Peoplefs -
Democracies throughout the world and to preserve owr owm Democracy.

....... v

é; We who believe in a socialist U.S.A. in our time are going to work
for it e I S el DN o

4» ~We know that none of thess three can be achieved unless we build an
independant and real Communist Party. B .

- . Bs you read this, face a few sour facts: Consider the various
fruits - peddled as Communist policy in the NMU by the CP leadership,
well-intentioned CP rank and filers snd. expelled Commumists., Analyze
your own recent record in the NMU., . Just. how Communist has it been.
Have you, too, bean "liberated" from.the old principled Communist ideas
and attitudes and are you now a sensible, practical machine characterp?
Is-the once solid Communist core in you dead —= or. -only "withering awayt
at the moment. Are you an ersatz "loyal® CP hack, or..on . the other hand,
has the CP's degensration angered you so-much that your goal has become
the destrugtion of the CPUSA, rather than the building of: a real CPUSA?
Or ~-are you-at the moment making thetransition-to respectable liberal-
ism. If none of this fits, perhaps you are Uromantically enough® a .
disillusioned Communist, or perhaps what Lenin called the "sniveller®.,
Think it all over from the beginning and decide where you stand, IL--

will make the difference for a long time to comg. -

- Many Communists hold the illusion that the building of a real CP
can be accomplished orly:through the complete destruction of the _
present CP at any cost.  They nurture the false idea that the real CP
they desire-will -rise.from the ashes, " They have fallen -into the trap
of such "logic! by assisting in the growth of the Rank and File Caucus
in the NMU, believing that this was the only vehicle from which to -
fight an entrenched opportunistic mechine. Too many honest seamen enjoy
membership in the Caucus only as a result of. their rejection of the
present CP leadership and their awareness of its many obvious errors.
While grievances against the CP leadership are valid and correct, these
seamen, who are not in principle anti-communist, are facéd with the
contradiction betwesn, on the one hand, their awareness of the CP's
opportunism, and on the other hand, their unawareness of the dangers
of "Communist red-baiting", cooperation with Trotskyites and other
wrecking elements within the Rank and File Caucus. Therefore, we feel
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that asny Comnurdsts in the Caucus are dupliecating the same practiices
they fought in the party.

WE WHO DESIRE TO WORK TOWARES THE DEVELOPMENT OF A REAL
COMMUNIST PARTY ON THE.WATERFRONT, REJECT EQUALLY THE
OPPORTUNIST POLICIZS OF THE PRESENT CP WATERFRONT LEADER-
SHIP AND THE ANTI-WORKING CLASS CRIENTATION OF THE RANK
AND FILE CAUCUS,. S ; ol . e

Before a Communist attempts solutions, he should really investi-=
gate the problems facing him. The basic analysis and 'sclution for _
this period is contained in the Manifesto cf the recent conference- of
the 9 Communist Parties in Belgrade.  WE SUBSCHIBE TO THAT MANIFESTO. -
(In the next weeks we will cdrculate this and related material to the -
Communists in the NMU) : !

. The conference found the world split into two camps.- The Imper-—
lalist, anti-democratic camp, led by the U.S.Ai; has as its purpose -
~the crushing of democracy and progress-all over the world, the revival
of Fascism, and the subjugation of the whole world to the U.S. The .
anti-imperialist, democratic camp, led by the Soviet Union, has as its
purpose the blocking of imperialist aims, war and fascism, and the

strengthening of democracy all over the world. : i

This "planned" war is not inevitable. There is a. great gap be—
tween. imperialist desire for war and-their ability to implement their
war plans., It becomes the responsibility of the American working class
to the workers.of the world to frustrate these "ambitions -of ‘Wall St.
Defense of their own interests as American workers is coincident with
the defense.of the interests of the workers ofc the world,

American Communists have a special role as Comzunists
within the -Agrassor Nation to.thwart.these plans of . .
Ameriecan Imperialismye - v r.van: At E 4 e midee g s s

Ve know that before the U.S.A. can seriously-embark-upon =z third
world war zgainst the demcracies of the world,- she must first destroy - -
all demceratic rights and institutions of the -American workers. Fascism
in the U.S.A, is the prerequisite for war against the Soviet Union.
Fascism is the frantic "sclution" of Wall St. in-this period of the
sharpening of the universal crisis of Capitalism and the strengthening -
of world democracy and Socialism, ic : L5 M -

The working class must be prepared for leadership in this crisis,
Therefore, our program in the NMU must be to sSmash the Marshall Plan
for the domination of the world; to smash the Taft-Hartley Law without
legalistic illusions of compromise; to refuse to load and sail ships
destined for imperialist use. We can do -this successfully if we don't
fall into the error of underestimeting the strength of the American A
working class or the democratic forces of the world, or of the NMU.

We can do this if we take a lesson from the Australian longshoremen and
the Canadian seamen who stopped all shipment of cargoes destined for
Dutch imperialist use against the Indonesian people.
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--West Coast lcongshoremen refused to load ships destined fwo intervention
against the Soviet Union. Remember -- Frisco longshoremen who refused
to load ships destined for Japansse imperialist expansion. i

Mass militant action to enlist public support for the Peoples of
China, Greece and Indonesia must be obtained. This, the present lead-
ership of the CP has cmsistently failed to do., We point to their no~
torious failure to rally support for the French working class in its
recent crisis, leaving the French workers completely unsupported, For-
tunately the valiant efforts of Communist and non-Communist crew mem-
bers of 2 ships docked in Marsellles left these French workers not en-
tirely .unailded. The NMU is in a key position to militantly gusrantee
in eloquent actions the national sovereignty cf the European nations .
threatened by the Marshall Plan. . bard o b E _ na 3

The prevention of Fascism in America is the prevention of another
world war, . There is only.one way that Communists can effectively plan
this fight against Fascism and Imperialism, and that is through the ap-
plication of the.People!s Front.in the USA, To understand this clearly,
NMU Communists shculd carefully study Dmitroff!s"United Front Against:
Fascism! (Heport to the 7th Congress of the C.I.), the Manifestc and the
organ of the Cominform .(¥For A Lasting Peace, For A Pesople!s Demccracy™)
and Tito!s rec¢ent report-to the Peoplefs Front in Yugoslavia, An im- ---
portant polnt ma.de by Tito was that the People's Front was nct obsolete,
as some Communists have.recently decided, but mére valuable than.ever.- -

Dmitroff said in his report that the application of the People!s Front
in the U,S.A. should be —-an anti-fascist, anti-imperialist, nén-red-.
baiting third party. Today we have the beginnings of a 3rd party in
America, whose crientation is-anti-fascist and anti-imperialist. Luck-=
ily, due to bad judgement on the part of the anti-3rd party forces, who
decided to kill a 3rd party by leaving it en masse, we have also a non-
red~baiting 3rd party.  Although the program of this party: is a correct
one, there are subtle dangers involved,. The 3rd party is too nuch a
Waliace party, a one man party. It still.harbors shame-faced illusions
about.possibilities din- the Bemocratic Party. Despite repeated warnings
from. i1ts own members that the success of a genuine third party nust=-
rely basically on organized labor, the CP leadership in all the dis= .-
cussion on a 3rd party, haa-relieé on public statements,.and.the pres-.
tige ‘of %leaders" instead of the organization of a2 membership 3rd party.
NMU Communists should. work for the 3rd party. and for.clerity-on the
Third Party problem., They should not be misled by the previous CPUSA
"prematurity” double~talk on the 3rd party in America, which resulted
in its current tailing after Wallace. The guarantes of a correct 3rd
party in America, which will nct be sold out in the course of -the elec-
tion campaign, is a real Comnunist core working for a 3rd party now.

. On the 3rd party question-~or any other question--we are faced with
the cmfusion produced by a. phony CP. There is no Communist Party in the
USA today., The party which bankrupted.that name is-an-opportunist,
social—-democratic party, whose leadership misleads the American working
class from within. Nowhere has the CPUSA leadership (and specifically
the Waterfront Leadership) better exposed its unprincipled deals znd.-
job secwrity than in the-NMU, Here the worst manifestations of oppor—
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tuaism show clearly -- from.ecomomism and tailism to open degeneracy
and gangsterism. Its .main strength has been based not on a real Gom-
munist program in the interests of the seawmen and workers generally,
but on how many Comnunists {in name only) it could elect to office.,
Its whole apparatus has been devoted to perpetuzting in office people

. Whose main interest in Commwunism has been and still is "Job Secwrity".
Gorrect Communist leadership should not be the building.and perpetua-
»tion of an intricate "pie-card® apparatus. Instead, responsible Com-

« munists must project correct policy and thereby earn the respaect and
trust of non-Communist and Communist rank and filers alike,

' The revision of Marxist theory to fit the opportunist line of the
present CP leadership has resulted in mass expulsions from the CP '
nationally. In the NMU this has resulted in expulsion and mass de—
moralization -—and created the present split in the union. The day .is
not far off when the present CRUSA leademship will have to answer to
the warkers for assisting in the formulation of the red-baiting reso-
lution at the National CIO Convention of.1946; for its vote against the
Veto at the N.Y¥. State CIO Convention of 1947; for voting far and even
participating in formulating the resolution on the Marshall Plan at
the 1947 National CIO Convention. The main weapon of the leadership
of the CPUSA against any militant working-class lsadership, both within
ard without the party, was and still remains slander, character assas-—
sination and rumor-spreading, The complete supression of criticism and
democracy within the party has resulted in the building of a monumental
and bwreaucratic mehine, _ '

The U.S.A. neéds a real Communist Party -~ one which would not ba.
afraid to affiliate with a Communist Information Bureau because of Wall
Street'!s reaction or because its ranx. opportunism would be exposed in
an interrational body. The U,S.A, nez2ds an anti-opportunist party which
could have only one consideration ——to lead correctly regardless of the
"repressions® involved. ‘It would be = party-which-stood and fought for
Socialism in-owr time. This is the party that we Commumists in the NMU
have to build, It can best be buils by the coordinated work of Com~

- nunists in the CPUSA, expelled, dropped and resigned Communists.

Because we Communists, who helped.build the NMU, now have the re-
Sponslbility of saving it, we have to clear the confusion of incorrect
policles and attitudes.: We have to devalop an independent role and
tail behind no man or caucus. We have to prove in this key union what
has to be proven all over the U.S.A.

For this reason, we are setting up "house! - a Communist unit. Ouwr
intentions are simply these: present a correct. independent Communist
position in the NMU; find and recruit the right guys who are going to
build a real Communist core in the NMU and .a real CP in the US; distri-~
bute the literature needed for understanding today's problems, including
the Cominform Organ, New Times and Marxist classics. We have to start
study classes; we have to.work in conjunction with 211 other principled
groups in the U.S.&. working tc build a real CP. We will do now, with
modest beginning, what we should have done long ago in the NMU, And we
will analyze ruthlessly all past "Connumist" errors, ;

Therefore, we ask you to coﬁsider whefe you stand. If you are
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with us, we want you to help us implemsnt our intent .ions. By the next
issue we will be set up 07'1njzwt3ﬁnh111 with a P0. Box — ete,, throush
wnich you will be able 'to contast us.. . if you dissgree with us. on cer -
tein points, we urge you to anDG vour &1sa~raamonu, and yovr rcactiens
so that we can carry on & sys% tic COdﬁLﬂlut discussion which wiil

result in the most valuable rc+i*0t“0n of Commmists, In any cass, face
the issues. squhrely and decide whather you are o Commumist or *ct,f_If
you are, there is no obshacie in ths way. of our. common work for a real
CP and a ‘clear Communist poiicy in the NUU supportac DOL only by aLl 7
Communists,’ bLt by the NLU ﬂ““cuund_filp. ' _

We have been able to mention only the essential polnts, and very
briefly,” Even within thess limits, we have only at*emp 2d” to-project .
a corract Commuist policy" without detailed proof. ~This is a good =
starting poiﬁt fori-all of us:to enter the diocussion. We expect to hear
from you soen,’ and we expect to wo*k With you.__j“

*f‘FOR THE FIGHT,AGAINST IMPbRIALISM, FﬁSCISM AND WAR!
bOR A STRONG NMU GUAHANTEED BY A REAL*COMMUNIST COREI

-

"FOR A.REAL COMMUNIST‘PARTE IN THE USA.IN 19481

FOR SOCTALIEM IN OUR Tmmz'
: ' ’ i Comradely yoursy
Maritime Commlttee for a Communlst Party

%%%%%‘_
zsPARK asks you to read very’carefully tha followipg
PROVOC&TEUR—ING comment on FORE IN AFT by, NCP Raport_ﬁ

MORm EVIDENCE- OF RISING FERMENT IN' THE LABOR JOVEmENT AND OF ‘EFFORLS
of CPUSA apparatus to "handle" the situation ina tnow" way is the’ ig-.
suance. among NMU members and others in the New York City araa.of a new

Ublngtlon, Fore'n Aft t-—a. very salty title culculau d, no dowt, to.
appeal to nmany-Joialy-Tars, -

The Maritim= .Committese For A Communist Party, otherwise unidenti-
fled,. is’ uhe publlshar. Tha-publication has’ as. yet gilven no address.-

- The politicul line proclaimed by this new manifesto is oppqrtunist'
of ths "Centrist" variety and, except in its call for adhsrence. to tne
CoﬁmquSu Information Bureau, exhibits no substantial diffsrences fro
the proclaimed (as distinct from practiced) line of CPUSA.. Many nice
things  are said.about Socialism, but there.is strict silenczs as to.the
one thing that differentiates pseudo-Ysocialist! parties and Trotskyite
partles from bona fide Communist Parties, namely, the fundamental strqn
tegic goal, the dlctatnrshlp of the’ proletarﬁat.

Numerous  other grave and fashionable errors are made., Thé'fight-
against fascism is split away from the fight against eapitalism. ho“k-
ers are wged to fight “to preserve our own democracy," which falsifi
the state of existing conditions here and implies a ?sght to praservg,
the existing bourgeois-dictatorship.



Sharply opposing (naturally) what it calls "destruction® of CRUSA
the manifesto impliss that CPUSA.could be destroyed, which 1s untrue.

Undsr capitalism, CPUSA can no more b2 destroya2d than the Second
International, or the Socialist party, or the varlous Trotskyite parties
can be destroyed, inmasmuch as destruction of the influence of any af-. these
would be contrary to the interests of ths big bourgsoisie and of its
hangers—on in the apparzatuses-of theses outfits.

The menifasto suggests that imparialist war can bz avoided without
getting rid of capitalism. It describss the Wallacs movement as “non-.
radbaiting," whereas Wallace in-fact put his tolsrant attitude toward
CPUSA pracisely -on the basis of CPUSA's rapudiation.of thz rsvoluticnary
goal, It talks-much of %Wa rzal CP progrzm" .but, having skipped the can-
tral itam, is unable to say what a real CP.progrom is. ) :

~-Internzl evidaence cnd swrownding circﬁmStancas suggest that a sub-
stantial ond somewhat hungry sagmant of CPUSA apparatus has concludad
that it cannot erush the movemsnt for a psw, Bolshavik CP in this country,
and that therefors it must try othar, subtler.mecsurase.

A_note from SPARK: NCP's Recipe for Slander

............ . e P TP S T S B S N S -

NCP, which boasts of its abstinence from polemic, nevertheless indulges.
in slander promiscuously, .Using slonder as greasy as the stuff issued -
by the CP's National Committes, it attacks three publicatlons which stand
for the application of the People's Front in the U.S.A. First, SPARK;
then, Harrison Georget!s.book ®Crisis in .the CPUSAM; and now, Fore 'n Aft.
Its formerly open anki-People's. Front policy has-had to go. underground-
since the formation of the Cominform. . Its attacks on Communists. who are
trying to work in the light of the Cominform Manifesto are based on the
following technique.i .(1)It accuses the publicatiun of being a tool of the
CPUSA bureauvcracy within-the expslled movement——and on the basis of such
latrine.-gossip as %internal svidence and surrounding circumstances®.

(2) In order to hide its own rajection of the fight agalnst war and fas—
cism.through a 3rd perty in '48, it attempts to restrict all discussion
to the dictatorship of the proletariat and brazenly insists that a pub—
lication which believes in the dictatorship of tha proletariat does note
(3) It accuses the publication of separating the fight against faséism
from the fight against capitalism in order to.disguise its own rejects.:
ion of the need to fight for the praservation of buurgeois democracy
while fighting for Socialism.: (4) It demonds identification and specific
data (as a smear technique) of-groups which must maintain a certain le-
vel of %security® in their-work--for a time. (5)- It always. misrepresents
tha ideas of the publicatior, always paraphrasss, never gquotes (take Dow—
ling!s word or be damned)--2ll- this with a chronic dyspeptic sophistry.
NCP grants no forum for discussion of problzms vital to the Communist
movement in the U.S. Its slander is in effect an ztbtack on the ideass
exmressed in every issue of NEW TIMES or tha COMINFORM ORGAN. Dowling
thinks that brushing a few strokes of varnish on Comrade Stalin is a
mystical formula against exposure as a dangerous demagog and provocatsur
in the expelled movement, Stelin, himself, once did a "job%.on-these--.-
who cloak their venom in %I om a Stalinite®,NCP's attack on FORE !N AFT
is. a great service to our-movement—in exposing.the character of NCP.

...............................




DISCUSSION ONew——
Harrison George's "Crisis in the C.P.U.S.A.®

JSPARK invites discussion of Harrison Gzorge's important book. In
-this issue, we are printing the first part of our review, The se-
cond part, -dedling with organizational problems and factionalisnm
will appear in the larch SPARK. . SPARK!'s very erratic typewriter
(blaming a typewriter, by the way, is no more a. passing-sf-the-
buck .than waiting ‘for a depressjon to create a real Communist
Party in this country) owes Comrade George an apology. After we.-
had endorsed George'!s.book very definitely, the tvpewriter infil-
trated with:s "This book. will help bring.chaos out-of the -confusion

- in some CP minds."™ Obviously, we-had meant "order out of the con-
fusion®./ O rirteRd 8D I-o 3 Eren: : 5 v

- The honored title -"EXPELLED" -has been bestowed on Harrison George——
without the dignified.ceremonies. This award merits extra attention in
that despite his stztus as a CP leader, George has taken a princinled
detour from the .well-worn nuddy ruts of American CP leadership and has,
instead;asserted himself as a-Communist.” We are certain that this Marx—
ist detour from the established opportunist ruts will in 1948 become the
main road for Amsrican Communists.,

George's fight against bureaucracy and opportunism in the CPUSA is.
consistent ‘'with a long Communist record. Since his recent activity has
been confined to the west coast and sinca he is unknown to many of the
newer members of the CP, it is in order. to'mention his background brief-
ly. . {(In-his own words)i.,.I have been a. wage worker since the age of
- 14, joined the Socialist Party in 1910, the. Industrial Workers of the
World in 1914, and, a political prisoner for opposing imperialist war
in 1917, joined the Communist Party from Leavenworth Penitentiary in
September, 1919, as aicharter membar; helped start .the Daily Worker in
1924, and for over eight ysars was Editor-in-Chief of the Daily People's
World in San Francisco, -resigning. from Associate Editorship on July 1,-
1946, .bscause of heart trouble, which incapacitates me for full time
party activitys..® s 3 e . : g

‘Iheg PR Club whole-heartaedly endorses this book despite some disa-
gresments. -Disagrezment on the best-methods of -implementing our agres—
ments in no way contradicts our sndorsement. We.also.feel.it important
ror -Comrades in the U.S. to andorss what thev think is correckt--not just
sit back and watch . what happens.. In owur limited -space; -we- cannot rchash
the contents, Instead--and we fe:l it is.more important--we are attemp-
ting to spread the ."Crisis". We have had some success with over 300 of
thesa, - We would have batter results if those who agree with the book
would help us distribute it. o i

We will take the book at its word--a thasis for preconvention dis-
cussion.- .In our discussion we will try to indicate the scope of the
book, discuss certain aspects of the Third Party question and faction-
alism, ' George traces the birth and development of opportunism in the
CPUSA. through to its present degensracy in the complete capturs of the
CP by an opportunist.faction.¥* Hz gives ample -proof in Californiz of the

%Raad.Férgus MeKaan'!s FCammunism Versus Opportﬁnism“. @'$l from PR Club.

- =



complete bursaucracy which engineered all the phases of this. opportunism.
Although George deals with many errors, he stresses the main errors of
right opportunism. - He explains the rights and duties of Communists ac--
cording to the established principles of rz2al Communist Parties: democra-
tic centralism, regular democratic conventions and elections. If the
consiitutional angle is overemphasized, it is not the most serious over-
emphasis, considering that the CP membership is ignorant of its most ele-

mentary rights.

. The "Crisis" is written with a careful realization of the overwhelm-
ing problems facing us. It is written with a. conviction founded on the
power of people; it is not written with an impotence foundzd on the "ob-
jective™, Uinevitable" "forces .of history" minus the people. The "Crisis®
is an'invhluable disinfectant for that disillusionment which waits.for
the h stages and forcss sitting on Kautsky's ground floor to
right- the wrongs -done - hy the zs;er;ch stogggs ag fa;cgs 51tting on

Fostar’s ninth floor.

-

The bu1lding of a real CP is threataned by all the pltfalls of our
past,.  This is especlally so because we hava only begun to analyze the
utter confusion of CPUSA history--a "top secret!" in the CP itself. To
such ' neaded research, George has made a good contribution. The "Crisis®
containg: brief but valuable discussions of our earlisr trends towards
opportunism and away from the 7th Congress of the C.I. It is also impor-
ta_nt-—for political and not for galloping-gossip reasons--to indicate
the shady backgrownds of some cf our ¥basloved!" leaders. -This shock-wor-
thy meterial, designed to loosen the roots of rank and file blind follow-
ing, . includes Stalin's denunciation of Foster for his factionalism and
cooperation with disguised Trotskyites in the CPUSA of 1929, the horrible
story of Elizabeth Gurley Flynn's removal  in the I.W.W. for a shameless
deal which saent innocent iron werkers to jJail, and Schneiderman's (chief
liquidator of the California CP) record of expulsion from the Yeung Com—
munist-League as a Trotskyite and the subsequent burial of this fact.
George gives a good account of the Machinists strike in San Francisco
that led to the expulsion of unionists by Harvey Brown and the expulsion
of Communists from tha party by the CP bureaucracy. -Harrison Gourge
traces his own mess with the CP bureaucracy during this period, the at-
tempt to use hlm against the machinists and against Vern Smlth who defan-
ded them, and the later gangup on George himself,

Most of the book deals w1th the People's Frunt. Comrade'George
analyzes the California CP!'s coalition deals in the scenery of the Ken-
ney-Paulay-deals. He traces the quiet beglnnlngs of Browder's switch
from the People!s Front--the Third Party in the U.S. (In Jume 1946, Brow-
der was writing in terms of the People s Front; by Dec. 1946, Bruwder
was perverting what he had said in June.) George discusses Thlrd Party
movements in ths period 1930-1946, the decisions of the 7th World Cong-~
ress of the C,I. in detail, a_nd ths CPUSA's misrepresentations of the
Dimitroff spesech of F bruary 1946 and of the New Democracies in general.

We fesl that Gzaorge's discussicn of the People's Fromt in the U.S.
is corrects He makes a very important correction of the following weak
spot in Vern Smlth‘s Report:

"The bast thing for the Communists to do immediétély'is to go
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to the workers and farmers with a Communist program, and get scme closs
conscious members, When there are enough, then it will not be dAifficult
here, a2s it is not in Europes, to go to liberal and progressive parties,
to unions and other organizations, and make partnerships with them for
election purposes. Then they will agree with us on many things, for we
will have the votes.  Until then, coalition can cost too much, thougn
1f you can gat some of it without sacrificing fundamental principles

eand the chance to grow, it will not hurt.® ;

Of this statement, Harrison Georgs séys clearly and corfectly;

_ Yinhere Smith errs, or appears to err (since he had already said

that the Party !should participate! in a'Third Party!,providing it
isn't anti-Communist), is in his implication that no-electoral coali-

tions be entered into until there are what he calls 'enough' Commu~
nists so 'it- will not be difficult'., - : Logiane oY

- "Smith. evidently looked at the™fdifficulties' and how our Party
in Californiz succumbed to them because 1t did not really follow o
firm Bolshevik line., But the remedy is to correct the line, not to
dodge the difficulties. Lenin never avoided a coalition merely be--
cause there.- were a.few Bolsheviks. . This touch of 'leftism! in Smith's
statement clearly was a revulsion et the unprincipled arliamentarism

- practiced by the: Californie Communist Party in the 1946 elections.®

There is one important error made by George in his discussion of
the Third Party. This error elso, we feel, is a revulsion 2t Dennis*
cell (with CP liquidation in'mindffor “o. grass roots mass membership.or-
ganization!. Comrade George says .that the Party must:

- ",,.2,Clearly and explicitly define the task ahead as one of
the building of a Pesople's Front in the United States against war
and fascism, through the-coalition of workers and farmers by fader—
ations of organizations, and the immediats separation of zll pPoOsS—
sible forces of lebor from both political parties of the bourgecidel
(p.76. See also p.92-93) . st s -

Certainly, Comrade .George is correct in exposing the CPUSA:lecder—
ship's. liguidationism (elaborated on pages 92-93). But, as he peinted
out to. Comrade Smith, he should not confuse the CPUSA%s misusg with the
correct concepts., We think thot the membership concept of a Third Barty
in the U.5. is essential for the promotion of every requirement f_or &
corract Third Porty given by George in his book. It is true that in Eur-
opean countries a federatioh is inVOlved~-buﬁfﬁhere, Tito madzs some vay
important criticisms. In his recent report to the Pzoplets Front Cong-
ress in Yugoslavic, Tito emphasized the charcetsr of the-Psople!s Eront
as thelorganization of all progressive individuals®. He pointed-out the
wezknesses  in Peopla's Fronts in other countriss where the "People !'s
Fronts consistad of thg various partiss headed by leaders who were -not
only waverers but were reactionaries and traitors®. He warned against
a. "predominently formal charccter instecd of constituting z fighting
unity“- R ' - ‘

The unions, progressive organizations and minor stata parties which
would have to be the separata parts of a fadaroted third party are all
controlled fromthe top by a .consistently opportunist and often reacc
tionary leadership. The workers in these unions ean have little to say
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via their leaders (and 1sm’t this fvia leadarship" charmel exactly where:
the CP.leadership has misdirecied. Sa much mass pressure?). The many
good mass organizations which once 22X i

isted In the U.S. have long since

“been liguidated by the CP ananré out -of the picture, Unlike Europe

where many smell parties are involved in the fight against f£_ascism and
for national independence, we have two Wall St. parties. Also.—-very im-
portont--we have no Socialist Party (i.e. outside of the social-democrat
CPUSA) in the U.S., which weuld be an important consideration in a

People!s Front. Even such organizations. as PCA are controlled from the
top (with the help and handover by the CR). by such as Kenney. Those or—
ganlzations whose membership will be the: greatest strength in a Third.-

Party . cannot be represented .through their heads. i e DA

For the various.Third Party beginnings around the country, federa-
tion is. & - dangerous thing. -These are-tied-to- the old machines im their
areas. .Ihe most bockward of thése want a- federation which will fall -
apart the day after election. This will leave their members  free to...
drift back to the old machines, A membership Third Party is needed in
the U.S. exactly for the purpose of smashing the old affilia_tions of
its members. Isn't the purpose of a Third Party to smash the war pro- .
gram of the U.S.-government--but ot the same time to be 2 transition for
the most advanced elements in the Third Party to a. Communist Party?Con-
sider a member of the Kenney-led Third Party in Calif_ornia in a. federa—
ted set-up. Afser Nov., he is prey to Kenney's local plans. But if he
is part of o new nationcl membership party, he has new loyalties and re—
sponsibilities to it--not to zny renegede pert of it. As long 2s the
American worker has to worry over war and fascism he needs permonent .
orgenizations and not temporary election coalitions.

To help form a Third Party with separate state and nationzl or-
gonizations is logical, but to restrict the Third Perty to their fed-
eration is suicide, '

Another reason for a membership party is the freer atmosphere
(through direct perticipation) for thinking out new loyaltiess At this.
point, when we have to bulld-a. real CP, the fewer the old top parti-
¢ipation controls the better. As we sa2id in January SPARK ,"The correct
work invested in building 2 Third Party  with the best People in the -
U.5% can logicelly twurn into a valucble inventory for = real Commiumist
Party'! s recruits.™ It is a process of presanting the correct line to
the millions. who support the Third Perty ; it is 2. process of making
their powerful spontaneous movement & conscious one--without illusions
about progressive miracles under capptalism and zware of o211 the dan—
gers of sellout. '

One other point is involved--the problem of building someone.
elss!s party instead of tha CP, 2specially when there is no rsal CP,
Is 1% someone slse's party? Traditionally, it has been, but also,tra—
ditionally, with the wrong -progrem. At this time, in the U.S., it is an
anti-fascist, anti-war, non-redbziting party— —so it is owr party. The
problem is to keep it such a party. As we have said before, let's not
gzt tooMorderly". about what we do first, second, atc. There is always
too much to do at once for a Communist, Thare are a. lot mora people
avadlable to build a. Third Party than = Communist Poarty. The Communists
should not try to build a Third Party zlone; therafore they should not
pres_ent themselves with thz problem of ®how con I do both'. They should _
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not be afraid to trust non-party people-—-aspecially ai this poigt in the
. U.S. when you certainly cen't trust the leaders, including CP leaders.

Some of our friends have been wary 'of Harrison George'!s warning
that a. Third Porty can become a. fascist - party. His point is valid if e
appliad corractly. This warning must not damn the actuality on the ba-~ s
sis of possibilities. Today, .the Third Party has a correct position,
Vihere could the fascist danger come from? —-Frdm a continuation of our
past policy of handing over the organization to the most distant,re-—
spectzble machine operators who never- built it. If the Welshes and- the
Kingdans have sold out in troubled waters. for safer craft, so can the
Kenneys and the Wallaces. Only the presence of Communist vigilance and
an independent Communist role:; can safegucrd the Third Party against -
sellout. If the . »movement.rolls.-along in its present manner, it
will inevitably face the possibility of never materializing or of be-
ing switched. into Social-Democrat orbits and becoming a Marshall Plen
instrument.. Then we really have the possibilities of a fascist party.
on our hands, But, the possibilities. of a Third Party becoming a fascist
party*via:redbaiting should. no% be used against the present develop-—
ments. in the Third Party.. i i it . & . iis 2 . _ s

Aside from our point on Baderation, we feel that the explanation
of tge Pa%p%gis Erogtt(whi%haii mgst.og t%e boo$) %g.excellent. We %
WO certai e_interested in Comrade George's as on -
Velopments ln~¥h9 Third Party movement. - 8 b s cu?rent. :

_ : IREEEE -

[Merch SPARK will carry the rest of this discussion on the¥Crisist./
CRISIS IN THE C.P,U.S.A. by Harrison George.@$l from the PR Club or the
- , - author:Box 3135,Los Angeles 53,Californiz, .
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