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Reprint of
AN OPEN LZTTER TO PaRTY MEMBERS

I have baon 2xpellad from tha Party. 8c that the record will be per-
raetly elaar, it is thoe scecund tiua. Back in 1940 I wos exp:slled for
criticizing th: Quzens County Lloadzorship; this time for critiecizing tha
Haticnal loadership. The first tiue I was expelled I folt mixed-up and
gullty and isolotad nmys:2l1f froum 2ll the comrodas I knaw. Todey
understonding is much better; I at least undarstond that isclating ny-
s2lf will nut do tha Party cny goud, nor thz causs of Sociclisnm any
goud, nor will it dou wys21f cny goud fur thot matter. This tine I do
not intend to have saetarian charceters, lacking in any Morxist, human
undarstanding, go orcwd busily to ny frisnds, bring them up on charges
for associating with me, ond adviss ccquointances thot I an an anamy of
the working class.

My first cnd most =ffoctive step, I beliesve, is tu circulatz ths
statement which was the basis uf my expulsiun. It is o sketchy stote-
ment; it touches on certain facts, mckes very little attempt tou elabo-
rats on their tremendous impliccotions.

There ore many more foets which are not yet statad here...but they
will b2..Th2 process of axposing the corruption da2stroying cur move-
ment cannot bz stopped despite incidents such as follows: -When o com-
rads raissd tha puint that criticisus of the Porty lzadsrship, which
hav: been roisad by an honest and sincers Cummunist, Froncis franklin,

should be onswerad...this was the democratic reply sha reczivad -1Itd
liks to stand you p2uplz up cgainst the wall and shoot you down,."

How did it happen, this sxpulsion? I wasn't in any conspirccy. I
wasn't in any faction. For somz tims I had ba2n discussing my dissatis-
faction with the absencz of the ide2a of Sceiclism from our approach. I
f2lt you cuuldn't separate gur lonz term goal from our immadiote acti—
vities. If you-did you no longer -had -2 -long term goal. I was dissotis-
fied with various incidents which were occurring cn a National scale.

I £21t the lack of clarity in cur Porty work. I discussad these matters
wvith cowrades in my own Ravenswood Club as well as with nany other
friends in the Party. Most of them had griovances of thoir own., A few
agraed with me ccmpletaly. Some rzuained silant. Thera was onz girl,
formerly the President of cur Rovenswood Club, who had mony grievances.
How honest she was then I don't know. But she turned out to bes very
Gishonest indsad. a :

Early in February I decided to write up a statamant of uy criticisms
and subnit it to my Club for the ba2ginning of & pre-Conva:ntion discus-
Sion. When you read in my statament sbout the postponzd Convantions of
last year you will understand why I fz2l that early pre-Convention dis-~
cussions ars vitally necessary. I showed it to a friznd of nine, a
comrade from the Bronx, and he wrote me a long analysis containing many
criticisms of my articlz but agrseing at lzast to ths extant that he
suggestad I should make it mildar in its tone. Baforz I recaived his
reply I showed it to a couple of frisnds in Astoria to get their rac-
tion. -The wifz rcuarksd to this offect:-'You'lrsa going to g2t yourszlf
expelled again.! (Her uncounscious testinony that you can't criticize
our Party's leadership and romain in thoa Party is o sad commantary on
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the low l2vel to vhich the understanding of Coumunist democracy has
fzllsn in owr Party.) The husband advisad very strongly ageinst uy
moltdng tha statansnt, (I shcula lik: to aud that sincz my expulsion his
wif2 has alrsady dz2clared tu at lsost una friend of minz that I mads- :
enti-Senitic statenents tuo ysars ago.) Since these comrades reacted
this way I decidad to moaify iy  stat2iment as much as I could without
changing the content anc I watared it down considerably.. Later, during
my wtrizl' our Astoric Sectien Organizer "B uwads much cf this phrass.
Onsz of uy wajor crimss, I prosuma. Astoria Saction Organizer is, I be-
lisve, the office to which "B" was nsvar slsctod.

A faw days bafors the Club wme2:ting I went to visit the Ex-Presidant
nRit of ¢ur Club,ientioned beofore, and having forgotta:n uy statement I
went through the various peints from memory. I stated to her that I
aidn't know whethsr or not she agreed with m2 but I would liks to s:z2
her prassent at th2 na2zt Club ma2ting. Sha3 agreed with scuie points and
disagraed with others. ©Shz told mo ths story of how, bacause she dis-
agreed with thz lsadership just apout one we:k before the Duclos lstter
shz was about to b2 brought up un chargss. (Tha samz leadarship is, as
we all should know, in powar today and illzagally sco, factionally ex-
palling all who disagr22.) M“a" was 2spa2cially incensad over one in-
cident which, while not direetly rslatad to my expulsion, 1llustrates
what is ccndonzd in thes Party today, in contrast tu what is conaamnad,
namely avary effort to craate a truly damocratic Marxist nuvament of
ocour Party. "R" told m2 ths story about "M", a ccmrads nsgver active in
our Club as long as I énuld reaumembar. Sh2 was given a grand sand-off
by our CLub and the Astoria Section. The cccasion was the dzsparture of
her fauily and harself to California. Her husband had besn an official
in a trade union and one of the firms with which h2 had nesgotiated
thought so highly of him that they had giv:n him an exscutive job on
thz West Coast. The ¥"Comraae" is evidently in "good standing".

The night of ths Club m2:ting at which I intended to read my state-
ment I was too ill to attand. On the following Monday morning I ran
into "R" on the train.. Shs was quite friendly; nsvarthelzss she had a
. strangs attitude. I got the imprsssion that she had somathing on her
mind. The next day I rec2ivad a letter in th: mail. It was carslessly
szalad -in one spot about a sixtzenth of an inch in diametsr. The en-
velop2 had bz2zn usad bafors. It was discourtecusly addressed and dis-
courtzously signad. It cid not spzscify charges but advised that it wae
my responsibility to appear the next svening to face them. Thars was
an odor of things to cone.

On March 3rd, ths next =vening, I appsarsd fiftesen minutes =arly. The
trial startad, in typical middls class (non-prolstarian) fashion one
hour and¢ fifteen minutes later. And who was the witness? Nead you
gusss? The girl who had complainad to m2 of how, when she had disa-
greements and rsquired clarification, she was subjected to little pri-
vate factional infsrvisws "to straightsn hsr out®. This, I should lik=
to romerk, is th2 worse kind of factionalism. Vhen a cumradz has prob-
lems they should not be squslched. The problems of on2 arz the problems
of all. Yes, thz witness was "R", ex-President of thz Ravenswood Club,
long out of active service in har Club. She wade her charges. I had
made "stataments". ©Shz2 misquoted mz a little and wantioned several
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nings L have in ay report.

I read my statement, comrades, The rank and file comraces had
little to say. EBEut the Section ieadership (?) spat out its bile, nBn
G2iendad respset for his position as Section Organizar (2). He then
proce2dad with the wonstrous falsshoou tha¥a raferendum had bzen taksn
on the postponemeats of our Pariy Convention in July & Sepiember 1947
until the coming summer and he dellberately omfusad the mervers of my
ciub by stating that he himself had presidsd over such g veferendum
at an Astoriz Section Meeting, I domi+t thick a single meumber of my
club knew ebout the meeting he raferred to, If there had been such a
discussion and vote it did not constitute a referendun. And, as ambi-
tious as "BN is, the way Astoria goes, so not necessarily goes the nat-
ion, The National Bozod made the decision itself gfter the time for
the Convention had passed. And after the fait accompli Some c¢lubs dis~
cussed it. There-was no-referendum,. G ook

"Some" of my criticisms were true, he said, but...lilsz all "self-cri-
ticism! of late no specific criticism was admitted., (fcad Dennis! la-
test repcrt announcing thet Usome' mistokes have been made, that.the
+ine...even before a preconvention discussion...has been been fundamen-
tally corrscte..that he will not tolerate criticism frem those who woul s
explolt the mistakes. Denris in practical effsct makes NO self-criticisa
but bars all those who might make definite criticisms. This is always
the way of those who hold office by fraud. uarzist criticism must: be
specific or it has no meaning, cen then only be lip-service,)

"B further confused the meeting with some double-talk on there bedr:
no necessity for a Dictatorship of the Proletariat in the Eastern coun-
tries because the viclence: had already occured., If enything demonstrater
the smashing of institutions which maje up the bourgeois State it is
the very "violence! he refers to. He also pointed out that Capitalism
is now surrounded and I suppose at this point we might all just as well
go Yo sleep and await the morning of Socialism, -

(8]

This is{&ore than academic irteresst, I had to €0 on triczl and be ex~
pelled to find out the present position of the Party leadership on the
dilctatorship of the Prolstariat, but now I know, If I can only arouse
the curiosity of a few Comradass on this point..sand possibly on the na-
ture of the state...and surplus value., and what is our pressnt pesition
about being the consciousness of the workingclass..and yes..the class
struggle...perhaps we will all learn about other changes that have been
made. No doubt i1t will.cost.a few expulsions, :

My criticisms were evaded, distorted and ignored, VWhere I made a
ma jor criticism, the minor accent was placed on my criticlism and the me-
jor accent placsd -on my general cheracterisiics as a scoundrel, For ex--
ample, where I pointed out the simpls fact that we wers completely out
of the leadership in the Auto workers and the NeM.U., this was stoutly
denied. There was a bw'st of optimism for the future, an effectivs
answer to all criticisms, and I was squelched as a no-good so-and-so
who prayed ill for the working class. SATN

Bafore the evening was ovar I was expelled twice in five minutes.
First they cerelessly expelled me without & reason., (A slight error?)
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When T esked vhy I wes being expelled a resolutlon wes hastlly passed.
I was-then exveiled for factional anfii-lsadersnip and leftism, My
stateuwent follewss I am guilty of nothing but thie desire to defend

our Party from the corrupt leadership with which it is reeking. No mat-

ter what lies arz told or what names are called, it was my volclng of
he following criticisms wirich led to my expulsion. If you don't be-

lieve this is trus, I can suggest a simple, accurate little test. Mere-

ly go to your club cnd raise some of these questions, or, if you don't
agree with them, collsct one or two of youwr own (thera ar= a multitude

of such unanswered questions arcund)...Then,..Ses what happens to YOU!::

A Criticism of Our Party Leadership and Organization

The following criticism is being submitted with the hope that this
group will give it some serious thought & discussion & teke steps to
remady the evils indiceted. Our Party is not like any othsr party or
organization. It is basically guiced by the tsachings of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin. During the period of Brovderism we saw it beconme a
very loose orgenization btoth in theory and practice., Wwhiles it is d4if -
ficult to understand to what sxtent we hava departsd in theory, I woudc

like to list a number of glaring violations of .iarxist theory and prac-

tice, which, 1f continued, will destroy our Party.

1. Firstly, no one can deny that the Nation . Committee of owr Party

today consists of the Browder group minus Browder, If we had retained
10% of that group it would heve required some tall explaining, or even
50%...but with over 90% thers ars no questions asked. All that is
required is somes braaffbesating and a sultable fall-guye.

2 Since the summer of 1947 it should be clear to svery Party member

that the Nationzl Committee of owr Party is in power illegally. Our
constitution calls for a Convenition every two yzars in both the Nation-
al and 8tatc orgenizations. Ve should have had o Convention in 1947.1t
was illegally postponed & despite the statsment of soms people to the

contrary there was no referendum, Furthermors, if there had been a re-

ferendum it would have been illegal.Our Constitution provides for thne
Convention every two years & no referendums of cny kind for the purpose

of posiponements.®* Conclusion: The National Board decided to keep itse':

in power. After the fait accompli som2 clubds voted on the postponenmeri
after the Nationsl Board decided on ivs
3+ Let us look at ths rscord of our Party l:zadsrship during these

past two years., In the 1946 C.I.0. Convention, when the redbalting re--

solution to "rsject and resent intsrferznce" in the C.I.0. was intro-
duced, our peopls did not object. In fact they concurred in the name

f wnity & the resclutioh was passed unanimously. Our press glossed oV

;7 A8

4e Again in the 1947 C.I.0. Convention, not only was a vaguzs reso-
lution on foraign policy supported unanimously (so vaguz that some sais
it was for the Marshcll Plan and some said it was against the Plan) bu
our people actually joined in a standing ovation to General or Secreta

Marshell--altho! it was reportad that some comrades kept their hands i

their pockets. ~In effzct the Party supported the Marshall Plan despit:
any academic apologies that may be inventzad, Was this the behavior of

Bolshevik leaders? VWould the French Communists have behaved this way?
¥CP's do have the right fo postpone Convsntions, but Comrade Bill 1s c¢o
reet in thinking any CPUSA referendum a phony.--SPARK

.\W
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5. And also in the 1”’” Cc.I.0. Convention when the infamous resoii-
tion wes made ugd*nﬂo the Soviet Union (not meationed by nrame) for "ex-
cessive use of the veto power in the UN" our people made no v“vﬁoxtica
or cownbar rssolution to supose 1t. The-resclublion ...was actlvoly &g
ported by Comrade Irving Potash., instead of hacomlnb e flaming issve ;3
Jue Local organizaticons, this too was glossed over,(See D.M,,Sept.0,

6o ,acwﬂv ¢id we a¢1 go utterly in the aubto workers. hhy was Cuv ax
able to tele over the N.M.U. so easily?

7. Letl's look at our press. Shouid. we raad of important evenbts in o
press six-months after they have occuwrred? ln the August 6th issue of
Now ow_Times, printed in Mcscow Ly “lrudh *P»vas reported that 120 persons
syvupathetic to the Party hed peen ondered deported in iay. We did not
read of this in the Worker wntil six months latesr--on Friday, Feb.6,!4é.

8 a.gﬁbout a montk and a half ago...a small paragraph in the Works:
reported without comment that the Party had been outlawed in Alehama.
How many comrades know about it even now? Yo demonstamtions, no actions:
not even a msasly editorial.(But plenty of space for funny papers,racinz
forms, crossword. puzzles, scresn guides,estc., etc,.)

9. An empel¢ed Club in the Bronx advertized a-certain newspeper in
P.M¢ last month. Then, at the Lenin Meeting, some Comrades sold this
certain nswspapsr. At last the Bookstore has these newspapers for salew
How many of us know today of the existence of this mewspaper pub out by
the Cominform? How many have seen it?, or read quotations from iy in ow
press?(Its name?--ror a Lasting_EeacgiFor & Peoplieis Democra cy;l)

10, -‘And yes, this slight detail ebout jolning the Cominform.-The de-
cision was nxpedi'tﬁd wi%hout referencs 1o even a portion of the rank &
file, without discussion in our clubs, wlthout discusgion in our press..

11. And what has happened to Education in our Party? We have come to
take for grantesd tha_preqnnCP of our mysterious guest,iir. Apathy, that
we forgat to ask who invitad him, who heid ths docr open for him? Who
is it that aoessn!t pick up a broom and sweep him out? Mr, Apathy-is the
bast pal of Mr. Ignorance.(ﬁra dr, Corruption also,) ‘Education is practi:
cally non-existent in our movesment, Some people believe that history is
a series of unrelatsd evants. Marxists are supposed to dishelieve in
Naceidentsi, Then wey this apathy and lguorarce° (Tncompatence and cor-
ruptioh are the raasonsi

12, Now on the delica®e subject of expuﬂsions. No doubt many of the
people who have been-expelled deserve it, Yot way is it that there if
seldom a discucsion of thesse things and when we do read of some expul-
sions in the press the articles are so completely emotional that it is
impossitle to figure out the why and the wherefore of the expulsion.Thc
reason vhy a person should bs expelled from our party doesn't have to
be vague or mystical or difficult to understand,

i3, “On the subjzet of axnu_‘.smnsa It is a dangerous practice to accepi
expulsions without question. (0r anything for that matter.) After the
Browder betrayal we should have learnad a little about being vigilant
to our enemies internally a3 well as externally.

14, Now I will pronounce a word which seems horrible te many comrades.
something to be avoided at all costse. SOCIALISM, That famous parase®the
people aren't ready for Scelalism® has paralyzed our minds from recognt
tion of the-great truth that the people would be wild about Socialism
if they only knew what it was...just as many of us were wild about So-
cialism arnd would continue to be if there were a little more of it
around...in our daily.work, =ducation, and prograw. Lest this be misun-
derstood..we all understand that an immediate pfogram has no meaning ir
it is disconnected from the ultimate ore. We havea't talked about So-~
cialism for years. All the great wonderful activity of our comrades




Carlng the 30's was forgotien by the mosses because the workers never
had an irkling that Communists hed a Socialist goal in miic...

15. Communists have gotten into the habit of deliberately losing their
identities & working like Christian iartyrs, perhaps for rewards in the
hereafter,..Wle have abandoned Socialism in owr press.and in all our ed-
ucational wori...Only last month the Worksr asksd ws to go out and sho-
Vel SNOW...no Less..and without payl : _ %

16 As for theory. I have actually read & mimeographed sheet put out
by the Party's State dducational Department wanich states that Socialisnm
can. be attairned without a Dictotorship of ths Proletariat! ...revisioms
of the worst kind,A friend of mine who was ettending a county class....
was told the same thinz...If we are going to mcle such a prefound. de-~
partuvre from our Marxist theory let's come out with it and discuss it.
But the gaugs measures itsslf. For my part, ths whole idea of Marxism
stands or falls on this point just as it does on the class struggle
which Browder nonchalantly dissolved and the Marxist theory of surplus
value which isn't even background music anymore. This piec2 of revisiorn-
ism 1s st2aling-in slowly. (Browder's technique was to revise theory.
The present one is to ignora it.) - X LG

17. ...In the famous spesech that Dennis never made but which. was even-
tually published (Worksr,ifarch 30,'47) Dennis offared the Unfmerican C
mittee an sxtensive list of American Communist \.er Vaterans....Dennis
also offersd a list of Coumunist candidates in Federal and State Blect~
ilons cince 1928 with the excuse that this would prove the Party's legal
standing as a Party.’ - AN ki 1B,

18, farther, of all the criminal nonsense I have ever heard of , Dennir
pledged that if Congress were to pass a Recolution (a Resolution, mind
you, not an amendment,or a law, or a regulation) graranteeing the right:
of Coumvnistss.. then on that day every Coummnist in America wotld. stand
up wherever h2 was and reveal himsalf as a Coumunist. .. L A <5

19.4And last key Day. Vho orderad our Vaterans to march in wmiform..to
have their pictures taken by the UnAmerican Committee? Wr. Thomas wired
the war Seccretary to remove all Communists (80 officers and several hw.-
dred man) on ressrve. Ye lsavn of this thru NewTimes end not thru the L.

20¢ Then thet assemblage of 400 Communist Velerans in Washington. Tha
seriousness -of the situation wes minimized to such an extent that Commv-
nist'Veterans smilsd happily as photographs of them wers taken...

- +The eagy way is not to think. Vie are subject to attack so that we
are inclined to war@ off the truth about corruption in our movemsnt alsc

as an attack.le did it under Browder. Vie didn't thinlk; if we thought
we didn't- spsak, That is, incidsntslly, a terrible crime that can be
marksd ¥p to Comrads Fosterees '

Nothing has been s2id avout the sectarianism; the peculiar insist-
ent principle of disorganization which always destroys -every previous
plan with a new emergency, making it impossible for a sustained action
of organizing the’'peopls, or the lack of free discussion or the lack of
understanding about recl liarxist democracy: in our Party.lihere is the in-
spiration which got eWery single ons of us into the movament? Vhy ell
this demoralization, apathy, inactivity? Thz Browders and Dennises, me-
diocrity and staleness in our leadership have destroysd the - inspiratior
which 1is vital to our movemsnt and the winning of the masses to our Par-
ty and to Socizlism, They have rasmovasd the whole meaning of the struggic
for Socialism from the movement., Ve have czased to be ths consciousness
of the working class. Without such'a consciousness we are-all doomed.

= Report 2-19-48 by Bill H.--Ravenswood Club;Astoria
NOTa:Unfortunately, last minute spacse iconsidsrations forocsd a little
authorized cutting on pagss 19 and 20,
NETE:Articles on George book end ‘Franklin statement in next issue.
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