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“9., 'oun first. reaction to the -Cominform's-criticism . of ‘the ¥ugoslavyssc
Communist.Party is.one-of -shock:and: pain,.” This:issnatural-andsundeprs o
standable." So sald Starobin -on’June.6th, two.days:after:thesCominform®:-
shocked Tito.and the headlines:shocked Starobin..What:Starobinisays is "

quite true--but true in different ways for different kinds -of ‘American
Communists..¥e would like to introducesour materialiby consideringi the

impact of the' denunclation of.Tito.on American: Communists, It is’"natu~ -
Tal and. understandable" that we should take' "secondary" shock from Sta-
robin's second sentence: "It's .'a heavy blow:to learn that:Yugoslevia's

leaders refused to take any eriticism from their peers-and. even refused
to ettend a meeting.of fellow Communist leaders", PEERS?-~Shades of
Starcbin's characterization of Gromyko's delivery in the UN. as:that of
a "noble lord". This betray's more than literary style; it betrays one
of the rare, current differences between the leaders of the CPUSA and
"he leaders of the CPY., The leaders of the :CPY .openly fight the CIB,
‘1le the leaders of the CPUSA, with the-evidence of CIB influence on
international Communist movement fresh in mind, prefer to carefully
ervice "their peers", The leaders of the CPUSA--these days--seem to

7= Published by: P.R. Club, Communist Farty (Lxpelled) and SPARK.
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be as intent on staying on the right slde of the PRINCIPALS of the ine-
ternatlonal Communist movement as they are intent on staying_on the
wrong side of the FRINCIPIES of the international Communist ideology.

There are bound to be many surprises in the U,S. of 1948 when
Changes come so fast and accurate news 1is a luxury for rare occasions,
American Communists dld not know-~had no way of knowing--the recent de-
Velopments 1n Yugoslavia. - What is so dangerous about the impact of the
degeneration of the CFY leadershin on parts of the American Communist
movement 1s the non-recovery after the shock nassed. The Tito headlines -
acted as a catalyst on disillusionment and cynicism wherever they ex-
isted in the American Communist movement, ' Some comrades finally found
1t possible to wonder "out loud" on the pogsibility of a CPSU~inspired
gangup on.poor Tito. - .% . BT8R SA- 2423 N0 ST in RSt
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The denunciatlon of Tito threw the CPUSA National Committes into
panic. The N.C. was not panle stricken at the debauche of Tito, or at
the great danger to the international Communis t" movement, or at the
terrific waste of Yugoslavia® s achievements and her power for peace.
It was panic stricken at onl one terror: the interference of the CIB,
under the leadership of the CPSU ».in the internal affairs of the CPY..
In their neyw lnsomnia, the N,C. throbbed: if the CIB and the CPSU(B)
can so brutally tramp their vay into . the inner sanctum.of Tito's bur-—
€aucracyy what 18 to prevent them from adding the Dennls-Foster inner
sanctum to their international checklist? This was g "natural and un-

dbrstandabla"-problam-for~our Titqes.. They were confronted --precisely,
by "Russian aggression®.. ‘That-would ke the repercussions from a simi=-

larly thoroughgoing analysis by -the: CIB of the CPUSA state of affalirs?

Couldn't whole sections of. the CIB denunciation be applied to the CFUSA
leadership by merely -changing the initials CPY to CPUSA?

L3

- Despite their panic, our leading tall-ers found a solution, a tech

Nlgue to forestall such a threat.. They rushed to the defense of the

CIB (an organlzation they boycott) and threw indignaht reproaches at
Tito. On June 29th, - without. too much information at hand, the Dally
Worker could nevertheless correctly-~if with.concealed hysteria-~~state: -
The Cominform communique frankly reveals to the world a lack of demo-~
cracy within the Yugoslav Communist-Party which violates the tenets of
Communism and ‘which inevitably leads to attitudes harmful to the nation

and. therefore harmful: to the peace front." This is consummate hypocrisy
from-the least democratlc,alleged_Communist Party in the world.

|5"v
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. On Jiine 30th, Dennis and-Foster, who'expel those CPUSA members who
attempt to. restore the CPUSA: to the Marxist~Leninist path, had the hypo—
critical gall %o paradeuthair?eyery'confidence that the sound core of
the CP of Yugoslavia will restors. their Party to the Marxist-Leninist
path of struggle for-peace:and Socialism," ‘And on July 4th, a D.W. ed- -
1toria1,‘titledf“WhatJIt?é;Abbut“,;again bemoaned "the lack of democracy:
in that Party, andﬁthe;antiéSoviet,Vant1;Soc1alist,policies it 1is 2
pursuing." DA wnpneg el omidviansm. almane sn = %

&

The American:Titos haq%pqggouthrough:thésé motions, but their 1ip-
served words are neverthaless.potentially dangerous-words for Party mem- -
bers: to hear toohoften.g-Buchfnnpeated‘characterizations of: the” CPY :

leadership irevitably .Lring to mind. gruogeme parallels- with the CPUSA
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leadership. Such ideas tend to encourage the rank and file Party mem-
bers to ignore Fostér's warning not' to turn attention to the solution
of CPUSA internal Party problews., Why is it that exposing the CPY
tureeucracy helpa the Communist movement and exposing-the CPUSA's bur-
eaucracy hinders it? - Dangerous or not—-the N.C. decided that the path
of . CIB support against Tito must be taken, or all would be lost. . And
80, It.came to pass that the CPUSA supported the CIB against Tito.
»*  Then Statobin took over. (Starobin was sent.recently to Europe
and assigned the highly skilled job of convincing European Communists
that the American Party leadership is'not-as shoddy as facts might “mis—
lead them to believe.. We-assume that his job is.to fawn his-way into 7 -
the highest--most "peer-ful™ circles: in Europe with the purpose of ex-
plaining that. the inescapable resemblance of the CPUSA leadership to BF
the CPY leadership is due only to-American exceptionalism-~in that, i?';
the U.S., the.rank and file constitutes the the- threat- of bureaucracyl)
Starobin handles -the situation well.i: Notice how smoothly he attempts
to remove the.CPUSA Titos from: the:threat -of a CIB analysis by explain- .
ing that the CPUSA (on a level with the CPSU) has already- been drubbed,
scrubbed, and restored:
ﬂ.. - A Ty Y - ot . R v by R ‘ .
7 "The Cominform criticism of Yugoslavia's leaders is actually
- .Part of a vast, post-war process, which has been felt in all coun-
“-tries,-including our own. . It is-the process of clarifying and
~strengthening the working,class movement, purging it of.illusions
‘and. weakness inherited from the past and magnified during the War.

2. o, 'Our.own American Party's struggle against Browderism was, as
| _WwekLan see now, a phase of-this process, and should make Yugoslavia's
- much bigger crisis more understandable. This clarification and re-
~ equipment has taken place in the Soviet Communist Party too, and the
i formation of the  Information Bureau, was clearly.a measure to accel-
. °rate and unify this process., . Our generation will:be owcupied with
i~ the heavy-Strugglesvto;save}théfpeace;rtoladvance-dempcr&0Y~an move .
.. towards Socialism.. It requires re-equipment to do that."(D.W.6/30/48)
QTR haan | g e monanw Son LiAUHeey A3 d8 by aehsmmea ST sl T
it Starobin.has. a’pretty good.ldea of the, purpose of. the.CIB.--That's -
why he.approves..of 'the CPUSA.boycott:of the.CIB..-.Although.he.tries to
acquit:the:American-Party by placing it on the-level~of.-the CPSU, etc..
°rrors,..corrections, and all),: he does more.than. this, -Inadvertently,
Be indicates.the: fate.in store.for'the CPUSA's leadership in the event
that.the "clarification and.re-equipment". which.allegedly.took place in
the .CPUSA proves.to have. been a.fraud.: He is.painfully. aware.of.s s
Worldwide campaign against revisionism.and bureaucracy. He, therefae,
can do no lems as a loyal hack than to insist thet the CPUSA has already
hag jts hotseat.in the international.anti-opportunist.-timetable. Oh,
yes--way back in the dire Duclos days..-But.that's all. over, mumbles
Starobin. .In the.D.W.: of July 2nd, ‘continuing his work under some
8train, Starobin slipped and fell: - e e T T,

., "In the light of what's happened, the.editorial in the June lst
issue £CIB/ makes valuable reading. .It opens with general remarks
on the enormous growth and influence of the Communist Parties of
eastern, and southeastern Europe, and mentiouns also the strength of
.-the Communists in France, Italy, and China. It's interesting that
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while almost every one of these parties is mentioned by name, the
Yugoslav party is not singled out by name amones those which nave
Nad an:espscialiy weritorious record."(Our emphasis.)

Why, then, was the CPUSA with its " meritorious record" as the CP -
of the aggressor nation also not mentioned —-— along with the CFY? Ths
CP of the aggressor nation, a CP worthy of its nahe, must have a merit- =
orious record. Starobin's mission to Europe will undoubtedly attempt %
40 rectify this injustice——of omission. <

e . 1o P

While every good CP in the world took the Tito case to heart and
fleexamined its own policies and 1ts own inner Party democracy in the
light of the CIB criticism, the CPUSA offered a dose of lipservice
while it tapered off the ldeological aspects of the Tito.cade in the. T
D.W. Every CP member should keep the principles and ideas in the Tito-=%
case allve in the clubs of the CPUSA and apply the lessons of Yugoslavial
to the American Party. CP members should not be satisfied W th the D,W.%
current offering of a play~by-play fight between two machines -- with o
principles omitted.. . . - - : oades o = gl ST U

Pt

CP comrades who, despite a prolonged period of revisionism, re-
tained an understanding of the role of the S.U. and the CPSU, did not
for a minute succumb to liberal doubts about the "justice" in this case,

t was certainly hard to believe on the good word of the World Telegram
and other afternoon papers that this wasn't one more vicious rumor,. 1Lt
Was hard to believe that Tito could waste his own hlstory and waste
Yugoslavia. But when the text of the CIB Regolution appeared, with .
speciflc and convincing arguments, thexe comrades did not let their dis-
appointment in the leadership of the CPY becloud the fact that hers was .
another case of renegacy. _ ;Qﬁé

The long, hard campaign of the CPUSA leadership to destroy the -
membership's faith in the S,U. &nd in Marxist principles was bound to
reap some reward. Wherever there was disfllud _onment or cynicism hid-
den below the surface, it burst into a rash at first contact with the
headlines, The comrades with the rash did not recover withla reading
of the CIB'statement--if and when it was read carefully. Their demoral~
l1zation as American Communists needed an international Justification. -+
They ‘could now say: how can we be sure that the Soviet Party hasn't
also degenerated? -And--maybe the Soviet Party is responsible for the
state of the CPUSA? And--lpok at Tito's record!! When American Com—
wunists could point to Tito's record while forgetting the whold meaning:
and function of the CPSU, Dennis and Foster had won a ma Jor victory forié
their monolithiec bureaucratic centralism. - ' __53@

Perhaps, even this 1s "natural and understandable" +to Starobin. .
The CP is so infested with snide remarks and slander against the S.U., ;-
with smooth comments on the alleged "infallibllity" of the CPS\, that
1t becmes a mark of level-headedness to take the -"excesses" ot the . L
CPSU wi_th a grain of sd.t. The N.C. gloried in this education in cyni-
Cism for a loglcal reason: the less steadfast the rank and file. Party .
Uembership's faith in the CPSWF 1s, the more steadfast is its faith in -2
the CPUSA leadership. ' b ' ; = e

The only source for a careful and continuing study of the facts and’
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the ideas involved in the Yugoslav question was the organ of the CIB,
FOR A LASTING PEACE, FOR A FEOPIE'S DEMOCRACY. This paper is not
easily available in the CPUSA. At.first, it was boycotted completely
by the CPUSA. Of the first issue to reach the U.S. (#2), the N.C.
bought 15 for its personal use.  After the PR Club, CP (Expelled) put
a: large ad in the newspaper PM of*ering ‘the organ for sale (in order to
force the CPUSA to publicly recognize the existence of the paper), the’
leadership put up some token-show of distribution. To this day, most
of the CP membership have not seen a copy, and numbers do not know. of
its-existence. You have to be "in the know" to get your copy of the
CiIB organ in the CPUSA. (And—we make these accusations in-order-to hur-
ry the process of. dlstrlbutlng the organ as a major task of the CFUSA. )

Cip Comrades in or connected with the expelled movement ‘had .a. -better -
chance to study ‘the facts of the Yugoslav question.in-detail and " so
were better equipned to fight Titolsm--underazny namé -or circumstance,
The comrades in the expelled movement- were in almost all cases -expelled
because. they fought American CP Titoism. Logically, therefore, almost
all of us could grasp the significance of the CIB denunciation. There
was no question of our faith in the CPSU and the ‘CIB upon which we de-—
pend for assistance in the final reaffirmatlon of Marxism in the Ameri-

can Communist movement.

2 e

' This, nevertheless, d1d not prevent some exyelled comrades, suf-
fering old CPUSA- diseases, from misusing the CIB statement for shoddy
purposes. George evolved a thesis inplying that the PR Club was prompyeed
Tito because it had once quoted Tito (even if the quotes were. perfectly,
ones). . Dowling decided that he could smear the PR Club as pro-Tito beh
cause it had distributed the original March 23rd statement (a correct
one) of a publication in North Carolina, the Road Ahead, which subse-
quently . supported Tito. - It is certainly a queer contrlbutlon to ola—
rity to use Tito's renegacy as a slander pot for the .smearing of one 's
opposition. It is a reflection of the unbalanced attltude. of comrades
who lose their bearlngs in the wilds of polemlc. 5 :

ay ot

§, The Trotskyites worked hard to capitalize on the shock in order .
to undermine-~in those lost souls within their reach--~faith in ‘the S.U.
and the CIB. "“But it has to be recognized that here .and there.-they made
a conquest. ‘Since-the CPUSA* absolutely refuses ‘to conduct .organized -
education against Trotskyism, the respons1bility falls on: the expelled .-
movement to do the job--and w1thout delay.

: An important prdblem can.be ‘scen ‘clearly 'in ‘the - ~case of ‘the Road
Ahead a publication of expelled comrades in North- Carolina.h’These
comrades were expelled for fighting opportunism-in ‘the CP¢- Their ori-
ginal statement, explaining their expulsion, exposing the crimes of
The CPUSA in the South, -and offering a correct position, was well re-
Ceived in the expelled movement. As far as we can judge, these com-
rades were sincere in their original fight. And yet, they fell for
Tito'sg gags; they fell for anti-Soviet slander; they fell for Suttals
subtle Trotskyism. This cannot be.ascribed merely to shock; it was
the blossoming of hidden-doubts, demoralization, and dlsillusionment——
the fertilizer of Trotskyism., Their case brilliantly shows the wreck-
age produced by the CPUSA. It shows that even those who fight the op-

portunism of the CPUSA carry too heavy a load of the ideological
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baggage of the CPUSA--the criminal attitudes of those whom they're at-
Lempting to fight. The Rozd Ahead is another warning to us to wateh -

for alien idesas within our movemen: and to sweep them out as soon as
they betray their presencs, '

_ After the appearance of the origianl North Carolina statement, we
were shocked by the appearance of #1 (anti-Cominform, pro-~Tito issue)
of the Road Ahead. An editor of Turning Point wrote the letter which
follows in an attempt to. tackle the attitude which caused #1. We re-~
ceived no answer to our letter, but sometime later we were visited by
-a-Rpad Aheaqd comrade. and didéussed the guestion iIn detail., ~ It was tﬁBHE
Obvious that the Road Ahead had made its. choice——the road of Sutta,. the:
road of Trotskyism, The medictions in the letter had already come -%ﬁ
true, so all relations with the Road Ahsad were severed., The problgm-ig
remsined toutilize this case to the best advantage in fighting Trot—féﬁ
skyism in the U.5..and to expose the attitudes which succumb to Trot- ﬁf
Skyism., (In futwe. issues we intend to deal in detail with the danger ¥
Of the Trotskyite movewent in America.) . . - v B

L8
-t

by . * 2
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In varying degrees, the disease of the Road Ahead appears in the "4
CP and in the expslled movement, and all its asgpects demand exposure

Through idesological examination and facts.. . The CPUSA has delineratelyég
“eglected this problem because it cannot.delve into it substantially -*
without exposing its own misdeeds. As in the case of Yugeslavia, the
rank and file comrades in the CPUSA and in the expelled movement have

to seriously undertake the job of education and organizationiin order

Lo prepare a solid foundation for the end of betrayals in the style of

Tito. The futility of all the wiles of the CPUSA leadership is proven i

ir. the case of Tito. The N.C. watches the CPY as a test case, knowing
very well the outcome, Tito, having squandered so much for power, loses
@ven that power. And-so, the Titos of the CFUSA, watching from their &
9th floor estate the Tito estate in Yugoslavia, have good reascn to A
grow panicky-. - iy F13 [t e

33

And every real Communist in the U.S. has good reason to watch what
the resl Communists of Yugoslavia, with the kelp of the CIB, led by th?;
CPSU)will accomplish soon enough.. . WK o 3 e S A

to- ; . e i -) - 7 . ""'5.*.-
- II- The Road Ahead of THE ROAD AHEAD' g RS

/A lettor written in refutation of the article, "Tito and the
Cominform™,  in the' first. issue (July 1, 1948) of The Road Abead, .

an expelled publication in North Carolina./ ;ﬁé
. M " g g - = ::.‘{':;
Dear Comrades: , X o - July 17, 1948%?

B ; . ":?;

"The Road Atead", in our opinion, is wrong from the first to the &
last word, Frankly, we ars flabbergasted by it. The immediate reaction
of -some Comrades' (based on their good opinicn of your criginal state-.g
ment) was that it was a forgery-—that you couldn't have put it cut. ..
Your first statementdid a lot of good but your issue on Yigeslavia sab-g
otages all that and doe«a great harm £0 F ho wholae et treund in the %
expellad Movenert cuveee

N it
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««-Frankly, if I had read #1.without nowing who wrote it, I weuld

have ‘chalked it up to routine Trotskyite finagling. I don't think you
zre Trotskyites, but at the moment, the ‘road bhbead of The Road Ahead is

titoiskyism. That's true whether-it's Sutta's variety or an open ocne.
I haven't yet read Sutta's latest (after Spark's job on him long ago,

ne prefers not to send it to us) and I don't know whether you have, but
#1 is Butta to a "I". Prepare to receive the passionate love of Sutta

and.more open Trotskyites. In fact,  prepare to receive visitors from

the Trotskyites—under various disguises. What I'm driving at is don't . .

1;Iqr_god‘s-séke—uget-screwed'by‘a minimum of serious thought into a
Position ydu want no part of o "-If you Tfind yourself in that position
glready, avoid :the next ‘routire step—which is the need to forevermore
Justify the position of #1. The awful history of sellouts in the Com-—
mnist movement includes certain honest comrades who get permanently
lost through the need to Justify the first error.. For.a horrible ex-—
:ample of that, watch the mess Yugoslavia leaders have led themselves
‘end their Party into. = - 2 ptls ' - R

& il B T S T MO
'f%“R"The eXpose of conditions’in Yugoslavia promotes the fight against
opportunism all-over the world. It has frightened the CPUSA so badly,
that it has obviously decided to stick damn close (by lipservice) to
the Cominform. “Don't comnect the Bering review with this.. "The Bering
review is a mistake, and harms the movemedt for a real OF .4n the U.S.
There .are other .mistakes which we must actively attempt to correct. I'm
Jure they will be corrected. But meanwhile avoid the easy rut of col-
lecting all errors in the international Communist movement .into one
Sarbagefpail-of’prqofjagainst'the CPSU and .Stalin. ,If you .do,.you will
Iind ‘yourself defeating your ‘own ends; you will find yourself fighting

the~S.U. exactly at the time it becomes “the greatest help in wiping out .

opportunism in 'the U.S. Theréfisjnojjustification-fqﬁ'theﬁappeanance
ofithe” Bering articl®. How it got.;"into the Cominform organ-—-and- other

Stuffiwith it --will come out’ in the wash'soanQQOUgh,wIlmybonfideht.;“:,¥:
A¥$hough we are set back' by such mwistakes, the correction will carry a g

‘¥allopyon~our-gide. T won't g0 into~the Bering article for 2 reasons.
Elrst,” the territory as is is too, much to cover in this letter, and,
Secondly,” I hope very soon to send. you:a copy. of a .collective detter

tﬁg‘g’?‘?ﬁ;.pominfﬂ:rm. o U Bl BRGS0« R S, ek e T DR

# There's something’ very bad abbut your attitude in all this. “What

vas'the big, irresponsible rush. T bet that. it became. the biggest rush

iniyour 1ives. You must have had to stay up all night_ to rush out your .

defense:right after'the news hit.*“Rush is OK; but. definitely not.when
You are-undertaking: what you realize is a momentoug” switch. Then you
Should--as Lenin said--measure your-cloth seven times first. With two
;licomplete .bounties from-the N.Y. Times, with impulsive burst .of dis-

illﬁsionment, and . with little thought and no re search~-youre bound to 80.

;TONg. " You should have cohsulted with other comrades im the U.S. first
“efore succumbing to inner broodings derived from impatience. Who is

“O determine the exact timetable by. which all doubts.and guesticns in
“ninformed American winds must be -answered-by the CPSU. .It's becoming

8 ridiculous trend among a few comrades., It's the right of any Commu-—
Nist.anywhere to demand answers and proof, but it is not his right to
‘-’I’bitr'az'ily and in the fuce of a miltitude of sorious problems confront-—

2

*Ng the CPSU =.d other Portioco to set a time 14mit on axplanations. You
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should have realized that since the main impact of your decision would
be on the movement in the U.S. and not.directly in Europe you had the

responsibllity to talk it over with other comrades first., A few other
Comrades have been unbalanced by .the Yugoslavia business, It's undsr-

standab1e-but.on1y on the basis'offknowing how weak the Marxism-Lenin-

ism of some. of our best comrades is, 'Formerly valuable. Communists have
fallen for-~all sorts of gtrange balt--Curran gags, Trotskyite gags,
Socidlist Labor Party and Proletarian Party gags. §oetiie

With a new decision to think indeperdently——which 18 good—-some
American Communists. have 1llogically assumed a non-Party "1iberal" at-
titude in vViewing.all problems from 'scratch., They suddenly have no

history, nobody's record to ledn. on; they have a - new principle—-beware -

Of faith in anyone;nnitiisghot:only-n;dicu}ous for - a Communist to lose
hig falth in the S.U..and in Stalin; it is a "liberal” suicide, . . - =
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.cate thét“you,spaaklfoffthéfexpélled,movement
country in defending Tito and attacking the Cowinform and the CPSU.
This is obviously untrue, and you had absolutely no right to assume
thig, especially sinece vou didn't take time to find out what our rezc-

el
o

in thi

tions were. Leaving Dowling out for a minute.(because he sticks by the
Cominform, as the CPUSA does .these days, for "speecial reasons), it's.

mostly the groups and individuals_whum-you.opposemthat-will-welcome #1208

In fact, one of my hopes is that as their commendation gets to you, it
will be a factor 'in forcing you to recongider. Just make certain that
while you think this over, you don't relinquish your correct positions
in return for support in snide remarks about the S.U, .

You say that you greeted the Cominform because you felt that it
would be a great factor in helping to overcome  opportunism, especilally
in the American Communist movement., Here again, Jjust be sure to recog-
nize the facts a8 they emerge more and more--that this is exactly what
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Will happen. There have been mistakes in many parties, but.I think that &
thls Yugoslavia affair will turn out to be an important landmark in the

routingnef opportunism on a world scale. We must influence the Comin-
form with facts on America and an explanation of the harm done by the

Sering article, but all you have done so far is forfeit your right to

influence the Cominform and instead You have qualified for the dubious
8lory of an accelerating tatred far tre S.U. R h:

You have discovered that the line of the CPSU is not-right just-
because it represents a Socialist country. Who but- a Party»hack ever'
taught you such scientific proof for the line of the CPSU. The OPSU .
has a glorious history and glorlous names, but that very -history and
those very names have taught -the CPSU. not to rely on record and name ,
On the contrary, although tke CPSU has pride 1in 1its history and hag

faith in its leaders, it guards its line and the future of the S,Uas - .

only by a vigilant adherencé to Marxlsm-Leninism. It so happens “that =

the history of the GPSU and Stalin gives us firm ground to have faith

e 80 (L 21

in them., This is espacially true since nowhere in the world or in Come— e

munist history has any Party been so vigilant against opportunism as
the CPSU. We have faith in the BPSU and Stalin exactly because they .
are always correcting mistakes, squelching bureaucrats and opportunists.
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Consider the shakeup in the S.U. since the war. Position has protected
no deviation from Marxism-Leninism. . Such an important member as Alex-
‘androv was exposed for perverting Marxism in his history of philosophy.
There was a shakeup in the Ukraine Party leadership. Thére have been
continuous purges in the trade unions. Right down to literature and to
music they have systematically and harshly fought deviations from Marx-
ism-Leninism in order to strengthen the S.U., In order to tone it up
for the-difficult problems ahead. There is no Soviet Communist who can
cover his mistakes with his vrestige--and-this is true exactly because
Stalin has forged a steel tradition of vigilance and democracy. '

In a Communist, faith is not--and shouldn't be--an unthinking con-
dition. Communist faith based on a'recognition of deeds, of the re-
cords of men (not just historically but currently) is.a necessity and
& prerequisite for real unity and trust. It prevents the damn .liberal
waste of confidence; it prevents the substitution of cynicism and fi-
nally wmisanthropism for trust in the.people you work with. We in Amer-
lca are-subject to'that cynicism because we have seen _such complete

sellouts veiled by hypocrisy. America is full of such disillusionment ..

It's understandable, but we have to fight it or we're licked .no matter
what we do. The people who lose faith in the S.U. because they have
not seen a success for a while and become (more than.they know) de-
moralized, fly spasmodically between two sterile positions. First they
are in varying degrees blind, religious, hacky, categorical, orthodox,
stooge-producing Communists. Fere, they need only leading by the nose-—-
not freedom. But often, when they wake from this stupor, they are so
shocked by their former qualities that they tend.to "liberate" them- -
selves into cynical, depressed agnostics. Here, they .are comforted
only by a poetic disillusionment characteristic of a N.Y. Times repor-
ter ‘after an exhaustive 2 hour stop-over at a Soviet airfield. . - .

Although all your pointajshoﬁid'be'énéweréd_(ifihdf'iﬁ tﬁisﬁletter)-

I think there is something more productive than any list of answers.
Take another look at the Short History of the CPSU(B). . In that book
many of the expelled people——and_probably,you.agso-ufoundinot only
solldly- founded faith in the'S.U. but also independent. t hinking and
vigilance.” It's on the basis' of such’ books that' comrades could assume
the responsibility for getting a real CP in the U.S. That's the book -
that we made the PR Club study so that our comrades could gain know-
ledge and vigilance and independent thinking. . It's understandable that
the Bronx County, C.P.  should have ordered us to. discontinue:the. class.
Everything“we do is based on the experiences of such Parties as-the CPSU.
What Stalin has convincingly proven .to the best.parts of the interna-
tional Communist movement it what we have used as our:foundation in
fighting opportunism. For this are we going to distrust Stalin?

: You. call the leadership of the CPSU opportunist and bureaucratic.
You somehow lacked the courage to name Stalin--as Sutta did in his
first vomit. Before you produce another disgrace like %1 reread a
1ittle Stalin, think of the achievements of the S.U. under his leader-
ship, and lesrn how to think independently and critically from him.
Learn how to avoild the sloppiness, misrepresentation and inconsistencies
that couwprise #1 from any work by Stalin. ' :

titsenicir N

By 1231 GaAN

[y

iy

UNIVE RS



w10~

You have a right to criticize Stalin and the CPSU. Just remember -
one thing: criticize in the Communist manner. You actually offered no.
Comnunist criticism; you attacked minus the criticism. To criticize b
the S.U. or Stalin or anyone you have to find the facts, analyze a po-..
gition, analyze the errors and determine their derivation. Then offer &
gonstructively your solutiorn and prove its meritg. You didn't even at=§
tempt this. You were in.a hurry. You only hollered.that you have a ¥
right to criticize, but you forgot to criticize. In denouncing the S,U:
(and you did that notwithstanding a . few measured phrases about the- 8
first workers' state that all Trotskyites indulge in) you merely listed:
errors, real and fictional, hither and yon--all the fault of the 5.U.. 4
But why or how--that was left unsaid. e . v 717 AN
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Here's another example of "how you turn your former incorrect under=

standing and a "new" discovery against the CPSU. You say-that, even ..y
though you tried until novwr, you can.no longer explain, international B
opportunism on an individual bgsis. You have found that it g an in- .3
ternational phenomenon. But. you could have found long ago in Stalin's
vritings that important Leninist point that opportunism is an inter- :ug
national phenomenon caused by succumbing to ithe constant pressure of g;

international bourgeois ideology. ‘That kind of incomnlete thinking is .
it to blame this new discovery (to you) on the Marxists who eXpounded . .
it, fought it, and overcame it, and are the most vigilant against it
today. If you understand this Marxist-Leninist concept can you logic- .|
ally call it a1l the fault of the S.U. In the midst of the active par-
ticipation of the CPSU in smashing the rank opportunism that has made a-
tragedy out of a wonderful country like Yugoslavia,. you forget to in-
vestigate the facts, rely on an impulse and blame the anti-opportunists..
ind ; amazingly enough, you unequivocally support one of the worst be-
trayals in Communist history. You had better prove first that the CPSU
is responsible for specific errors in France, Italy, etec. And isn't it
lrresponsible to lump the French and Italian Parties (wonderful Parties
despite mistakes--m.31 stakes are made by all Parties) with-the American:.
and Canadian'Partiesa5;While'the French Party admits an error and pro
ceeds to correct it, the CPUSA hypocritically lipserves. Beware of

Sutta's disease wherein you are disturbed.by mistakes in ths. French &
Party but more disturbed. by the French Party's correction of those . o
mistakes., T N S A vl ol : R0 -

. _ , 53 |
As more factsfconfront you every day, try to discover whether it o
isn't the CPSU which Tound a most dangerous case of revisionism in th Vi
Yugoslav Party and effected an international Party attack on it. This. g
should algo make us wonder how powerful an international Party attack . s
against the CPUSA will 'be whken it comes. The D.4. realizes. this, That.'s:
why it's doing handsprings now: it sees the day of cleanup getting too

position of opposing the ‘CPSU and the other Cominform. Parties before ¥
you had the facts. You said very fbrmally in the beginning of the bul= s
letin that a new estimate -of the world CP's is demanded. Notice that—-
such a large dish is a 1little hard overnight and in & pages =~ you never

did that. You didn't explain any new relationships and the new basis .4
of work. There is no new estimate at the end of the bulletin--only an -
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i+ I have to insist that the section you entitled "0ld Stuff" is cer-
teinly new stuff. It's new stuff ‘when you fantastically observe that
to the ‘expelled moveuwent in the. . U.S. the attacks on the Yugoslav Party
sound strangely familiar. .In the first place--what a.parallel between
aicriticism of the Yugoslav.Party by the CPSU and the terror in the
fuerican Party. In the second place, you picked the wrong side for
your sympathy: it's in Tito's Party that the terror exists. To cir-
culate the Cominform orgen in the CPUBA- is begging for expulsion. To
circulate it in Yugoslavia today is prohibited. - Tito's opponents are
in Jail or fleeing the country. The double-talk that has come out in~
the recent speeches of Djilas etc. smacks of a very smooth polemical -
maneuvering-~like the CPUSA leaders. -The onlydifference is thet their
leaders are more shrewd than the American leaders. T

s

3f‘fWere the Yugoslav leaders. refused the right to criticize? VWere
they accused by two-bit bureaucrats and enemy agents as we have been?
The opposite is true. The Yugoslav Party is pulling an unjustifiable
stunt in boycotting a meeting of the Cominform. What reason could they
have other than a realization of their own guilt. - The CFUSA boycotted
the" Cominform subtly. The Yugoslav leaders do it brazenly. Exactly
what 1s so commendable in this, When Party leaders go sour, it doesn't
metter who they are or what they've: done--they pull the same stunts
¥ithin their own parties and against brother parties.

% Your reasons for the Cominform's denunciation of Tito are surpris-

ing. " Why you have ‘to ignore the statement of the Cominform in this re-

spect is beyond me.

%ﬁ'_#l and ##3-=You think the Cominform couldn't countenance the criti-
cism”of other Parties by Tito. But the Cominform insisted that Tito,
etc. should be able to take criticism as well as' hand- it out. Explain
the'faet that the Yugoslav leaders-did get their criticism across in a
meeting of the Cowminform---and explain the fact “that the other parties
couldn't get their criticism across to Yugoslavia because they refused’
to appear: Who is geanging up on whom? These two points merely prove
the. case against your argument.: In other words, the Cominform attacked

the "Yugoslav Party because it refused - criticism and the ‘responsibilities -

of ‘Communist criticism and self-criticism. That's ‘a*good reason.

it "#2--The Cominform, you say, was angry because  the CPY criticized
the Ttalian Party on Trieste. My facts are limited-on the Triecte sit-
wation. I imagine yours are also, - despite an article reprinted in PA
some- time ago. Before you state #2 so baldly you have to say what '
you're talking about: state what you think ie the correct policy on
Trieste, state the Italian and the Yugoslav positions, state the posi-
tion of the 5.U., state the essence of the criticism by the Yugoslav
leaders, and whether the criticism was acceptable to the Italian Party.
To say the word "Trieste" is not to rub Aladdin's lamp. It not only

Proves nothing; it obviously attempts to prove nothing.

iy #4-4¥ou think the Cominform was attacking CPY because it proposed
& Bdlkan Federation. On this also, like on a hell of a lot of other

things, my facts arve limited, You have to first explain what the idea
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of the Balkan Federation is; is it correct; under what o nditions; do
these conditions exist now; what was Tito's idea; what was Dimitroff's
jidea; what was the S.U.'s objection to the Federation. Yom can't skip
all this with magic words such as "TRIESTZ" or "Balkan Federation"
Vhat d4id Dimitroff really say. The Bulgarian papers say he was mis-
quoted. Did he recant?--why? #hat kind of new Marxist estimate is -
this abacadabra of lmpression-pulling. I don’t know why the S.U. ok
quickly attacked the Federation idea, but I suspect that one of the ok
reasons was the very role that Tito had begun to play. Certalnly the 3
S.U. would not countenance a consolidation and spread of Tito's naticn- =
alist plans, This.Federation--at this time and considering the present
role of Tito--instead of strengthening. the countries involved, would .T
werely subordinate them to the plans of the CPY leaders. In other words
the tiwming was a bad idea. There are probably more important reasons ﬁ
which we are not acquainted with. Meanwhile, we shouldn't react vio- g
lently with a "headline mentality" to every tidbit in the N. Y. Times.

s

#5~~They anzered the CPSU becaune they had a.straightforward posm-~p
tion regarding the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. Holy smokes, how
did you invent this. You claim for the CPY what they do not claim. Cne
of the main deviations of the CPY was reliance on the peasantry--not ;
the proletariat. And you can't resolve the c ontradiction between be- e
lief in a Dlotatorship of the Proletaria’t and belief in the Tito idea s
that the People's Front, the CPY, the people and. Tito were one, that
the program of the People's\Front and the CPY were one. VWhere does the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat or Socialism or Marxism work in here.
If you learned the technique of 11qu1datlon*sm under Browder, apply
some of that knowledge here.

Against this un—Marx1st psychologlcal analysis of the real rea-
sons behind the.attack on Tito, you offer a curlous--and motley-~col-
lection of evidence for the degeneration of the CPSU and the Cominform .
Parties. Immediately, you should make a note of an important slip. ..
The CPY protests too much its loyalty to the CBSU while it maneuvers B
against it, But until this point it has not dared accuse the CPSU of = .
degeneration. . You, in.your defense of Tito, have to logically accuse .
the. ¢PSU of degeneration, Is this accusation your position and not the ..~
grY's; is it also the position of the CPY but unmentionable for reasons. ¥
of maneuvering, or do you inadvertently expoge the attitude of the CPY
by defending it too openly. Right. here,. let's add another.case of con-
tradiction. The -CPY protests in carefully chosen words that it has &
stuck to the CPSU line, and then attacks under tue table. You, howsver,.
pose the CPY line as against the CPSU 1line, and attack above the table.
There's something fishy obviously. Perhaps it was in all honesty that .
you.rushed to Tito's defense, but you chose to defend what has become
a corrupt man--and not for the first time in history has this happened.»
Don't you fall for blind faith at. this point. :

.
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In regard to &our 11 reasons for giving more wéight to the Yugoslav«
position~-I can't ses what the comnection is between the widely differ-
ent facts--or fictlions. ,

#1 and #2-~You prove" the CPSU wrong and the GPY ‘right by the Sov-
iet p031tlons on Tripoll and the Pacific Islands. I'm going to try to
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dig up the necessary docrments on these questions for you, and I'd
Jike to reserve uy own arguments til then so I, won't be talklng through
wy hat as you have throughout. But, a51de from the facts in the mat-
+er of Tripoli and the Pacific Islands, I'd like to -point out a bad
aprproach. It was your responsibility--in honest criticism—to inform
the ‘reader of the facts in these matters and then criticize. You know
damn well that our facts are limited on many intermational disputes.
It-was .also necessary for.you to show the-connection between these e
‘cases and the. CPY position.  The emerglng,facts more and more indicate
_that the "CPY was.using an-annexationist, nationalist policy in.its
dealings ‘with theé Balkans. - What are your:sources on this--what were
your sources’ on this at the time of writing? The UN . is a sphere of
many different problems changing swiftly from day to. day. The mere
statement -that’ the SU wants Tripoli returned to Italy- means-nothing.
‘but innuendo. What would you think of:the bald:statement that “the SU.
marched ‘into: Poland and took over—-before the war? Wouldn't ‘you in-.
Jsist that the other facts must be ‘included which prove that-the. SU de-
fended the self-determination of Poland by doing this. -What country
‘has pursued such a principled ‘policy as the SU in its dealings with
Finland. ‘It could have annexed Finland, especially: after the defeat .
of Finland. Perhaps I can meke myself clear by & point on the Pales-
tine question which I am wore acquainted with. Suppose I were to
‘hoodwink the uninformed by attacking the SU for supporting partition.
But -I would be handing out a falsification via an imcomplete story.

I would have to include the background—-that the SU supports a bi-
national state, that a bi-national state is impossible at thé moment
‘because of the pressure ~of the imperialist powers resulting in a re-
sfusal of both the Arabs and the Jews to accept a bi-national state.
‘The SU, instead of abstractly leaving the Palestine mess to the com-
plete plans of imnmerialism, thwarted the US and Britain by .supporting
;partltlon as a second best alternative. They knew--and this -has now
ibeen proven-—-that the US and Britain d4id not favor partition either,
fthat it was merely a trick to stay in Palestine. Therefore,-the SU
Fsupported partition as a first measure in forcing the -US -and: Britain
zout of ‘Palestine so that ‘self-determination would be p0851b1e. I
thaven t taken ‘the space to prove this here because I.-think you agree
aon‘this point, and so I use ‘It as’ an example -of - how -8, - situation may be
‘miirepresented A @’W_”. Lﬂ“~ ¢ ;11: Ao i ?‘»f ci .
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Ty ang #5—-The mlstakes of the French ?arty prove- CPSU wrong and
LCPY- ‘right, you think. But’ agaln vno explanations. i:I'm+going to get
‘hold of the Duclos speech you mention and reread it-and write 1o you
;Separately about it. As for ithe: French CP:rpositionson -Indo:China, I
-thlnk it ‘was iricorrect.. However;.remember that the French Party also
thiriks tnat position was 1ncorrect -and ‘has cr1t1c1zed iteelf and cor-
rected its policy. I'm sure that this shouldn't anger you as it does
Sutta. I'm interested in your proof-~if any--that the CP5U approved
‘of this policy. . They didn't. 'Even here, in all honesty, one should
indicate that the ‘French CF was in a very complicated spot, that con-
‘fusion more than a deflnlte policy operated. We cannot damn e¢ach other
“Tor -mistakes~-or we're all God. The French Party today is a wonderful
‘Party with leaders of real integrity. 1In a very complicated position,
1t has resolutely led the workers. It has openly -corrected itself in-
~as far as I know--every case. Again, you mention the French Party in
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ordsr to uphold Tito_agd condemn CP3U opportunigm. lWhere the connec-
tion is God knows. 1It's a wonder that you didn't blame the degeneracy

of th2 CPUSA on the CPSU. I hope you don't reach that point.

_ #3~~Browder went to the Soviset Unidn, saw Molotov, snd thersfore-
~You say--Tito is correct, etc.etc.. I'don't know what the story is on :
that trip. I can imagine--yithout being certain--that the CFSU wanted
some badly needed information on-the situgtion in the CPUSA, informa-
sfon which was not  .forthé¢oming from anyone they could trust. There-.
fore,‘they attempted to get information from sogmone who would be will-
lng to Giscuss matters for his avn slander purposes. Certainly, Brow- .
der and Fo ster are both opportunists as. far as the CPSU is concerned.
But the CPSU had-to rely on its own devices to' get some data on an
_organization so defunct that nobody it knew specifically could be- trus-
ted. As.for the book agent business, . it/ has. besen suggested that that
was one way to remove Browdsr from the..scene.for .a-while at least by
making him aiforeign agent--registered. .As far as:-I have been able to.
determine, Browder hasn't<prospered on the agent deal because it was -
already in the hands of some other people. I can' t vouch for the
accuracy of this, 'I merely mention it. as of interest to you. The im-
bortant point here is that-you wepe in a mad Sutta scrambld to get a
few meager facts out of context to- prove the case against the S.U.

#G-JThat charge that Fergus McKeam never got an answer to his- book
is probably a charge unique in the history of weak arguments. Couldn't
you enumerate endleéss rsasons why such replies were never received;
why such books were never received. Remember that McKean's book was
out a year or more before we ever heard of it in the U.S. It was in
July 1947 that the P.R. Club received a copy and publicilzed it for the
firs*t time. Exactly what McKean 1s doing at the moment I don'-t.-know.
But -don't Jjudze the international Communist movement by reactions to
pim. I would appreciate knowing how and from where tie fact impressed
1tgelf on you-~that McKeanwis scorned. -

irT8,9-=Tknow  the English Party was opportunist; I & n't have. ths
facts on it today. I know the Canadian Party -still .is. degenerate. I. . ..
know notning about the Indian Party except a hash of conflicting rumors
I do know of many other examples of rank apportunism in Communist Par-
ties. But what are you trying to prove? If you're trying to prove -
that opportunism is an intermational phenomenon, OK. If you're trying
to prove that international opportunism 1s-of course a direct result o
tke CPSU, you'd better start back a way and refute Lenin's teachings -
on opportunism. Then attack ths CPSU in the light of that. DPersonally,
I don' t think-you know much .about ‘these Parties, but if you do, you
must certainly realize that your readers don't. Therefore, it is .
irresponsibility or worsge to throw-out such generalizations without
any indication of facts or proof. ' : = =+ - i ' -

#10-~ Nat Ross orgznized your éxpulsion; he was also a C.IL. Rep.;
gou say. Pardon me if I keep your logic as ridiculous as it is: the
.I.'organlzed your expulsion through Nat Ross. \Where is such logic
going to-get you. When I read such statements I frankly - begin tc sus-

pe2t your motlves, BSuch refuse is hardly understandable as mistaken
thinking. The only point I can hold.in favor of considering it a 3




mistake is the knowliedge that once a weak positicn is defended iuwpas-

. - s S 3
gicnedly, anythinz of a fantastic quality can come off. Point #10 is

hysterical. That's the best that can be sald for it.

. < Hll--S0 you spent 2 weeks in Yugoszavia and you're an authority.
CK,- youre an authority, then, of the caliber of the disillusioned re-~
porters of the Capitalist press. . You spent these 2 weeks a couple of .
years ago, and you dare offer this as first hand evidence in the course
of-an argument against blind faith. There is nothing‘you can prove to
anyone~-or yourself--by those 2 weeks as it affects ths. Yuzoslav mess
7 e TS SEiE Ty vy o i L TR N .

1ﬂf;; Tou disapprove of the Cominform first attacking Tito. ‘But that's
an:incognlete fact. The Cominform. effected the.correction in its own
Perties in many cases before this. -Those Parties were equal to criti-
cism. . As for the CPSU, it-.started in its own house . cleaning., -Back in
19%5,. one-half the leading personnel cf the Ukraine CP was removed for
deviating from Marxisw-Leninism. The Ukrainian C.C. was charged with
failure to combat bourgeois nationalism in the Ukraine. - I don't know.
the Tine details of timing involved, but I do know that there coudd be
very little more important than stopping tle developments in Yugoslavia
in a hurry. . : ek s aietd e T3 .
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-~ The Cominform accuses the CPY of basic deviations from Marxism-
Léninism in attitude, in its concept of the.role of the working class,
the vanguard role of the Party, discipline and. dewocracy in the Party,
and in vicious acts against the S.U... . .. = ' : :

By ¢
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85 On attitude. It's unforgivable that the CPY should have boycot-
ted a meeting of the Cominform--called a strike on itm brother parties
—~used a'get tough" pclicy, Even if the CPY were unjustly accused, it.
‘Would still have been thed_uty-of. the. CPY leaders.to attend,and to at—
jtempt to correct the errors., From the present behavior of the CPY
feaders it is apparent. that they..are certainly bold enough (if nothing
‘©lse ) to hold their own in.a -argument- ——so ‘why didn't .they.attend? -t
Zhe only reason is that they knew they were wrong; they wanted to cover
AUpitheir traces and bluff their,way -out of .the -mess. : Perhaps they
sthought that the Cominform and-the:CPSU- could not -afford to expose them
sBoropenly, but they now know'that rthey:were misthken:in this.: What :
§kind o ~maneuvering is- it to boycott -a Cominform ameeting and then in-
Vite the Cominform-Parties to a Yugoslav Party Convention. If ithe CFY
*ould not afford to attend a pre~-judged meeting -based on-slanders init-
lated by the S.U. isn't the invitation to play in.the .home ball park
Tather strange? What is better in this hypocricy than what we see in
‘the ‘crysa , Which also boycotted wembership in the Cominform, but for
Maneuvering reasons invites representatives.of foreign Parties to its
Converticn. - The CFY is a little too-eager to prowlaim the shattering
0f the foundstions of the Cominform: The fight against opportunism has
1ts most sol#d foundation in the Cominform and in the COPSU. Tito's
Opposition 1s understandable only because he has been guilty of oppor—
tunism in several respects,. But your anti-opportunist support for -
Obportunist Tito is not logic2l. Take a Zesson from Tito and don't st
tewpt to bury the Cominform over the first difference. :
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Ag I said before, you supvert Tito and oppose the CP5U on ques-
tions of thaory where Tite attsipts to prove that the CPY supports the
5. Somebody has the lineup wrong. Cf course, in actuslity, the CPY
Joess oppose the SU on basic quastions, but thsy dare not say so for

fear ¢f exXxposing themselves in Yugoslavia and clearing up matters for

the membership.

An indication of the low pragmatic level to which theory has sunk
in the CPY is ‘their-cry to-judge them by practice. Instead of facing
up to the CPSU, instead of owning up to 1ts quiet revisionism, the CPY
says in effect: the hell with theory; judge by our successes. Aside
from the question of how successful the CPY has been in leading Yugo-
slavia towards Socialism there is a deliberate evasicn of the problem
of cringing before immediate short lived-successes while long range
victory is® squandered. If the CPY is correct in this, then thesory is
a mere parlor discussion among Communists, What can be proven wrong
in theory cannot work. It's amazing enough, but at this point one can-
not give the CPY' leaders credit for believing in -the unity of theory -
and practice. They have not answered the points of theory in the
statement of the Cominform; they have wmerely pointed to supposed suc-
cesses., In this argument, obtviously the CPY diddains thsory and is
therefore open to every variety of opportunism. ‘Thile the CPY squirms
that it should be judged ty future actions, the CPSU attempts to warn
against sure defeat and prevent that defeat—~-~the defeat of Sccialism
in Yugoslavia. Theory is a guide to action, not a poetic postlude to
experimentation. Polemically maneuvering talk on basic theoretical
questions appears throughout the CPY rebuttal.

Very important in the Cominform statement is the expose of CPY's
guick gswitch. First capltalism was gaining and the class struggle
sharpening in Yugoslavia. Then when the SU exposed this)y the CPY at-
tempted to cover up with a few left decrees which multiplied their er-

rors. From lagging they jumped to haste. All this could be disastrous.
The .class struggle is not -dissolved by decrees, and forced collectl-

vization (remember Trotsky on this) leads only to disaster. Tito
could not answer- the Cominform on this: if the original condition of
the growth of Capitalism in Yugoslavia was dangerous, how much more so
was a hasty collectivization and nationalization. Was this haste or
demagogic declaration? In the matter of demagogic. declarations, you
should be an expert as a member of the CPUSA, Why can't you recognize
this in the CPY? Although the CPY insists:-that the Socialist sector is
growing (in otHer words that the decrees were not meras cover-ups) it
avoids a discussion of the accuracy of the SU's ‘observations before the
switch, because such a discussion might expose a few untruths to the
Yugoslav people.  In this respect, we certainly know what kind of a
Party it is which can not face its mistakes. If thers isn't honesty
in a Communist Party's leadership, there is nothing there.

What mystical reasons indicate to you a tie between Tito's oppor-
tunism and expslled 1ldeas in this country. Whereas we fight for the
vanguard role of the CP, Tito was burying that and gradually liquida-
ting the CP. How can you who have watched the Party liquidate itself
in ths 3rd Party beginnings accept the CPY liquidation within the
People's Front and the CP. The CPUSA doesn't have the achievmonts of
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the CPY to its credit, tut it dces havs the suicidal errcrs which are
now engulfing the CPY. It may well be that the good training that
Tito cnce gave Yugoslav comrades may yet come to the fore and remove
Tito and his clique. I say clique because only a clique could opsratbe
as the CPY leadership does today. I.think that events will prove that
the pecple we stand with in Vugoslavia today are thcse who gre in jail,
hcunded and misrepresented. : : _

uL-; What do you think of the COOptlcn practlces in the CPY? The CPY
squirmingly answers that they lost 10 Central Cowmittee- -members in the
war. That doesn't jJustify continuesd cooption 2 years-after.’' There is
a wonderful report ZHDANOV guve at a CPSU Congress’in which he re- ’
.counted the suicidal practices of. cooption in the S.U. and CPSU did a
Jot of purging to clean that out.- All the CPY can do is excuse itself,
;and its hierarchy. The last weeks have proven-the charge of military
‘methods within the CFY correct. Any Party which has ‘to ‘"protect" it-
:8elf against the encrcachments of CPSU ideology 1s moving rapidly
:CPUSAwards.. A reporter for telepress was® thrown out for reporting one

;branch which supported tne Comin;orm.

ﬁLL‘ The 1eaders of the Cominform Partles may ‘make mistakes, but they
-comprise some of the most tried and trusted Communists in the world
-with long records of consistent Party’ integrity. It sounds like CPUSA
‘dirty talk to lump them into one heap and accuse them of a gangup be-
-cause they stick by the analysis of tre CPSU. Who can say that the
CPSU has not the right and duty to organize its brother Parties wherever
possible against the degeneration of a Party. _ = =

f—” I don't have many facts .and I don t feel 1n the p051tion to prove
factually the truth of all sftuations in Europe. We in the U.S. have
~a hard time getting any information. But, exactly because of my ex-
perience in the CPUSA, I can smell the ambition, the grandeeism, the
»disdain, and the conceit of the CPY.leadership.. It has happened be-

ifore to brilliant Communists in the highest pesitions. But our in-

%“ternational history proves that. such power is temporary. "The sharp
,action of the CPSU in this case is’ just another “indication to me’ that

#we will win in the U.S. with the help of our brother Parties-—and even

gif before that point they err in certain respects regarding the ‘situ-

%ation in the U.S. . . G 3 o ige T £l Pty ,

Q I can believe that certain Sov1et Communists make mlstakes, but
2L ¥now that the first to correct these mwistakes 'isthe 'CPSU.”" I cannot
“belleve that Soviet Comrades in Yugoslavia were guilty of the actions
iTite has accused them of. The CFY has already indlcated in an unCom~
murlst way what it considers "unethical""‘"

§ ._..r_". g
Ear?

1' On the other hand I can believe the Comlnform accusations of
-anti-Soviel acts on the part of the CFY, simply because of the recent
-actions of the CPY. I believe the main protection of the New Domo-
cracies is the Soviet Union. I believe the S.U. would do everything
_possible-~and has--for the benefit of those countries. But the S.U.
exXpects and dcserves the support of all workers. What the CPY has
done is sabotage, not only of the basic symbol of the ability of the
international working class to successfully win Socislism, neot only of
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ihe united internrational front of CP's, bubt very simply of the camp of
peacs. It astisrs very little that you include the feeble statzuwent
that Socialism does exist in the SU and as you say contrary to the
Trotskyite thesis. You forget that modern streamlined American Trot-
ckyism has found it necessary--with a few exceptions—--to accept "the
workers state","the necessity to defand the workers' stata" (in words),
otc. Trotskyites have attempted to infiltrate here by praisging Stalin
~--quite a strain. Trotskyism has no theory today. It is,as Stalin

said some time ago, a bunch of gangstars. They also can say anything
for reasons ol mansuver, . 0an you expect people to believe your one
protestation of faith .in the SU in the scenery of your #1 issue. You *i
forget one important point about the S.U. If the CPSU is opportunist, =
then the SU is moving towards Capitalism. That follows logically. I'm §
sure you don't think that the SU is Slipping, so in reverse, consider
your own reasoning. g : s’y : ) ' 4

Take.an indirect lesson from Tito. =ven in maneuvering against
the SU and Stalin, hée has to dishonestly stand by Stalin. He appeals
to Stalin to rectify errors. But what more - proof of Tito's present
dirty dishonesty do you need than the fact that in appealing to Stalin,
he throws a barrel of innuendos. First, he knows that the decision of
the CPSU is not something apart from Stalin. Stalin is, after all the
leader of the CPSU. Secondly, why does the People's Front of Yugo-
slavia send this appeal--instead of the CPY. Tito has fallen for the
show of strength and bluff technique.  He forgets that the good that he
once built against all odds was based on something stronger--principle.
The worst condemnation of Tito exists in a report he made in 19%0 to a
crushed almost non-existent CPY. In this he exposed all the svils he
is gullty of today. .'He knew the correct manner of work and 1deological
struggle then.

. To a faraway observer with even a minimum of facts, the CPY lead-
- ership has damned itself. It has slandered the country of Socialism
and without reason. It has.attacked ttkeman who has dore more for the
guccess of .world Socialism than anyone-living. It has cast ihnuendos
of bureaucracy at Stalin who has not only insured the intepgrity of the
CP3U through many complicated gsituations, but who has trained such a
corps of Communists in the highest spirit of honesty and hard thought
that the integrity of the CPSU through vigilance is insured. Isn't
that the most that could be said of any leader--that he trained other
people so well that .consistent progress does not depend on one man.

One more thing, the most amazing phenomenon in the world: the leadsrship:
of Stalln has built a nation of new men that is something new in the
history of the world--the dream of Marx and Engels, the one vision of
philosophers considered lmpossible through history. You know that I am
aware of faults in.the. world or in Communists as much as you. But it's
a matter of balance. e have a right to marvel at a nation like the

SU where the people as a whole under the leadership of the CPSU ars
great because they can correct themselves, because they will never
again lose their gains through acquiring the old habits of the Capital-
1st world. They have their hands firmly on a science of vigilance and
self-criticism--not just a science of analysis.

I share--but for different reasons of cowse--your feeling that
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out of this mess will emerge a strengthened world Communist movement.
The Parties like the CPUSA who have hypocritically rushed to. attack
the CPY have done so ‘exactly tecause they feel their doom near. One
day soon they will be greeted with such shocks as, will make the. Tito
attack look like a routine affair.- : . ; ‘ o

; I think that you've committed a merious error. We'll all pay for
this error, for the .confusion that results from it.and from its misuse
by“the CPUSA. Certainly if all dirty Dowling can see.in your state-

“ment is a vehicle for attacking SPARK {mentioned for the firet time’ in

NCP), how well will the Dowlings of the Party use it. That is your
werry--not ours, because we can take care of that well enough, We -
have no. reasons for regretting the:circulation of your original state-
ment, and we. have no need. to: offer excuses to anyone. NS e
? ' Let we suppose for a mlnute that you were to recon51der this
whole matter—-and I certainly hope you will. You would then have the
responsibility of not only correcting your errors,: but of analyzing
why you made those errors. - To- analyze one -error -down to-the hilt is
to avoid-a million more errors-—it s the surest wethod of learning how
to ‘think in a balanced way. "I've tried to indicate my ideas--the rea-
song-how:you could have arrived at such a conclusion--and with two-bit
psychology omitted.  But you only are the best judge about how to
really analyze it.for yourself and for others. You can unde the harm

and contribute something valuable in this way by heading off other hon-

est people who w111 commit 51m11ar grrors.
= I hope that you will arrive at agreement with us and. then put out
an issue of "The Road Ahead" that will harshly .criticize the hell out
of« yourselves. Although the sooner -the better——from our point of view
—-don t rush this as you did #1... :

'ershtp taken place than the capitalist press, discovered that. the ‘Com~
minist. Parties of the world were falling apart,... It informed us that a

'Communist schism" was growing in-Hungary,; that there were two factions

in the Party: one anti-Semitic; the other,. Semltlc and "Muscovite"
{N.Y. Times, 6-30- 8) A purge was reported started in the Rumanian CP
for reasons of nationalism and "independence of Moscow « Georgiu Dej,
Sec'y General of the Rumanian C.P., was one of those-to be purged.

(N.Y, Times, 7-1~ 8) The alleged split spread to.Germany, Poland, Bul-

garia, and Czechoslavakia. In Czechoslavakia, Gottwald and Clementis
were sald to be the next victims.

These rumors constitute one of the helping hands extended by the
capitalist press to Tito in the attempt to becloud the actual facts,
in the attempt to help Tito prove the degeneration of the world Com-
munist movement. But although the capitalist press tries to make it
appear as though the criticism of Tito reveals a weakening in the Com-
munist movement, Communists throughout the world realize that the - -

No sooner had the Cominform denunc1ation of.Tito and ths CPY legd-
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opposite is true. Czech Communist Bares recently wrote that the open criticism of
the leadership of the CPFY meant: “A great strengthening of our Communist Party. Ife
will have the possibility of clearing up in a great ideological campajgn all the
lessons emerging for us also from the basic questions defined in the resolution.®
The criticism of the CPY by the C.I.B. was supported by Communist Parties all over
the world. , .

In its haste, however, to trumpet forth all the manly deeds of Tito and his
gang, the capmtallst press dces help proévide us with a daily record of,the degenera-.
tion of the CFY. ' The reply of the CPY to-the C.L.B. resolutlon denied all but thef§4

actlons of the CPY belle thls denial.

The CPY never prlnted the resoLutlon of the CIB and bannsd the sale of For A {3 -
lasting Peace, For A People's Democracy. Any Party which honestly carried out a .,
policy of open discussion and self-criticism and was willing to correct its mis =
takes would have dlstrlbuted the Comlnform statement and the Organ.

The People's Front of Yugoslav1a (at the 1nst1gation of the CPY leadershlp, of
course) "innocently' sent ‘a note to Stalin asking that. he remove the "unjust accu-
sations" of the CIB resolution, This was done despite the -obvious fact that the
CIB resolution not- only was endorsed by but initiated by the CESU(B), and that the
famous leader of the CPSU(B) is Stalin. This was naivete full of experienced man-
euver., llas the implication that Stalin could or would wave aside a decision of the
CESU? Was it that Stalin'is something apart from and above the Party--as Tito
thinks of himself? On the other hand, was it a pseudo-subtle statement of the fact
that the whole Yugoslav people (hence via the People's Front and not the Party) was
against the CIB, the CE5U, and also Stalin--if he answered incorrectly? 1lhatever
polished innuendoes Tito had in mind, he betrayed his revisionism even here: he
treated the situation as if there were no difference between the CPY and the Peo-
ple's Front in Yugoslavia; in answer to'criticism from a brother Party, he had the
povermment ‘of Yugoslavia counter-attack., .In any case, Tito betrayed his New York
Times-concept of the power politics workings of the Communist movement, wherein
decisions mean nothing--only deals with the power "above!.

R
Ty

: Tito delighted the world with atrong-arm methods alien to the imternational
Communist movement. The CPY leadership and the government brazenly threatened the

other Balkan nations. “They demanded that Albania punish®those who had committed

"insults" agalnst llto (renov1ng his picture,etc.) "Otherwise the Yugoslav govern-

ment does not consider 1tgelf responsible for the consequences which might arise

as a result". (D., 7—'- 8) ‘Tito has the fraternal tone of an 1nper1allst countny

giving anlﬂ.lmatum to the weakest of 1ts colonles. : : ; y 53

3 gban

In an effort to squelch»reports and leaks to other natlons regardlng the
,healuhj reactions of Yugoslav Comrunists to-.the CIB resolutlon, the Yugoslav govern-
ment expelled a Telepress correspondent from Belgrade for issuing a report about a

Belgrade University CP Branch. vhich had endorsed the CIB resolution.

The terror in the Farty was such that, although CPY leaders claimed that the
membership was wholeheartedly behind Tito, Lajos Dudas, a member of the Yugoslav
Parliament, was forced to flee to Hungary to avoid arrest as a result of his agree-
ment with the CIB resolution. Colonel-Ceneral Jovanic, former chief of the General
Staff of the Yugoslav Army, who fought the Tito terror, was murdered trying to
cross the border. Zujovic, Colonel—-Generzl of the Yugoslav Army and Hebrang, mem- -
ber of the Political Bureau of ‘the CPY (mentioned in.the CIB resolution) who had - -
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backed the Cominform's cm.tlclsm, rermain prisoners condemned as Usaboteurs, traitors
Uta.sh:. ‘.genus Weg o .

- A letter from a group of students of Belgrade University, conteined in {120 of
the (ZIB Organ, exposcs the charges leveled at these two men and the way in wh:.ch the
Party mem-ers were permitted to discuss the- charges. They write: "Jith regard to
the cases of Zujovic and Hebrang, the first: we heard was, different versions of the
matter from non-Party people and from abroad:: Only later were e summoned to a meeb-
ing ‘and informed that the two men had been removed from the Central Cormittee be-
cause of nimical activities,..” Documents of the TFolitical Bureau of the Party
charged that "Zujovic, ‘during the fifth German offensive:against the Partisans in-
fluenced one of the Partisan divisions to-try to. break through the enemy encircle-
ment. He did this on his own without any regard to the plan of headquarters. Due -
to this action, the Partisans allegedly found themselves in a critical situation.
But our questions: Wy was-Zujovic not tried then and there as. a traitor? Uhy was he
promoted to the rank of General for his part in that particular-operation? remcined
without an answer, WNor did we ge" an ansver ‘when we asked: IJhy are we only hearing .
OJ. th::_s m.c‘bake' now?" , ' REZIRI AL e AT ;

ﬂ' 2
\s

3 "“This is the gangup ‘that the CP‘I 1eade=rsh1p is mact:.c:mrr on 1ts own nost loyal
members as it hollers gangup at the-actions of its brother Parties. This is the
technique of 211 Farty bureaucrats who institute terror as the discipline of their
Parties. How rmch bureaucrats and revisionists must resort to this terror to main-
tein control of a Party'we have witnessed ourselves in the CTUSA .in answer to every

‘.t.ten'pt to keep the CPUSA to the haz":n.st-l_.emm.st road.

Yugoslav leaders have stated that they wou.ld contlnue 'bo supnoru the S.U.'s
foreign policy. Djilas, one of the CPY leaders denounced by the CIB wrote: Mile do
not feel isolated because we know that the U.S5.S.R. will not abandon us to the im-
perialists since the U,5.5.2. will not and cannot be indifferent toward mperlal:l.sts.
(N Y. Times, 7-7-48) However, later 'in the same statement, Djilas contradicts him-
self and also the CPY's denial that it considers it poss:.ble to build Socialism in
Yugoslavia without the aid of the S.U. andithe new democracies: VAs for the isola-
tion and solitary pos:.‘t.lon of Yugoslavia.;.,this of course does not depend on the °
.‘Lme of the Cominform and the propaganda-of:‘brotherly!:Parties against the Com-
zmzmst Party of Yugoslavia. It depends on-Yugoslav:.a herseli‘." L -

\\!
)

=,' ..The hypccrisy in their profess:.ons of Joyalty to Iiamsm—Lemmsm a.nd the S.U."
is exposed by the actual deeds of the CPY." It lipservices the.S.U. but talks tough
to Balkan nations for backing the CIB criticism and.the criticism of the CPSU. For
a time, they avoid an open condemnation of -the S.,U. while they attack the new demo-
cracies for ‘tak:i.ng the same actions as the CPSU (e g. refus::.ng to attend the CFY

4Cor_)gress) P SRR fee
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& At the Congress of the CTY, when KardelJ i V:Lce—Pren:Ler, said that Yugoslav:La

:.A

would continue to support the 5.U.'s foreign policy, he ignored the fact that the

CFY had already opposed that pclicy by calling-for a Balkan Federation of Yugos-
lavia, Bulgaria, and Albania--an idea vhich the S.U., had already condemned. The

proposing of a federation at such a time as the answer to the CIB's charges can
only be interpreted as a brazen call i‘or an.anti-Soviet bloc and proved the truth

of the CIB accusations,

SR A

Dvidently, the CFY technique for support of the S.U, in international mectings
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had not been hamiered out at the time of the Jlogionel Bﬂogdcastlng Conference in
Ceneva., lias it Soviet support when, according to the MY, Tines (7-11-.8) the Yuzo-
clav delegation "refused to vote Ulth the Tastern bloc nations in the Reglonal Zroad-
cesting Conference! (on July 9th).. :

"Yugoslav delegates abstalnedﬁon a vote to decide whether the conference de-
cisions should be made by a simple majority or by a two-thirds majority. Eastern
bloc nations gupported the motion.for a two-thirds majority, but it did not carry.n
Evidently, a short time after this, the CFY leadership-decided that they would ex-
pose themselves less to the Yugoslav people if they put up a show of Soviet defense
in international bodies. But, even to this hypocrisy, they have been unable to
hold. The brilliant revisionism of lioishe Piyade still had to break the bounds of
the planned technlque and attack the CPSU(B)

Sl R -AE.,'. Laf_ et 2 "‘
o Tito: does not 11nd 1t necessany for a-time to cloalk his slander against the new .
democracies. His unfrustrated thoughts are projected for him by his henchmen.
Babitch, leader of the pro-Tito faction in Trieste stated in a newspaper interview
that "The extraordinary Congress (Congress of the anti-Tito Trieste GP) has criti-
cized (Tito's) policy, while it knows that Yugoslavia has given her Tastern friends
wheat, fats, wine, and cattle and has received in return only fifth colunns". Evi-
dently the Tito gang envisages its own little bulldozing liarshall Plan.

ity
]

The sudden solution of the longstanding controversy between the U.S. and Yugo-
slavia over the frozen gold and Yugoslavia's improved relations with the U.S. gen-
erally, carry an unhealthy odor. There is more than gold that is unfreezing in the
U.S. towards Tito. Imperialist hearts are warming up to Titonic Socialism all over
the world. So understanding are these capitalist friends that they warn each other
openly that they rmst not press Tito too rmuch or too fast, Tito's mission takes
time and tact. Let him just keep fighting the CIB and the CFSU., Certainly, this-
is'logical~efor'the camp of impsrialism, 1fith a little more discretion than this,
Olsen, former governor of California declared after speaking with Tito that he had
gone away from the meeting feeling that Tito "desired improved relations irith the
U.S. but on the condition that such relations would not feorce Yugoslavia to abandon
her relations with the Eastern Zuropean bloc," (W,Y. Times 7-25-48) Of course, its
understood that the U.S. does not have to force Yugoslavia to ruin her relations
with the Balkan countries;: that is something she is doing admirably u1tnout U.S.
pressure--a llttle 1tem Olsen certalnlj undersvands. - -

This sudden tendency on- the Dart of Yugoslav1a for trade agreenents u1th the
U.S. "unhampered by polltlca1 considerations' (statement Tito to-Olsen, MNew York
Times 7-27-48) sounds as though Tito. would like also to become a mainstay of the

Marshall Plan temporarily "unhampered by political considerations." . Does Tito
think--perhaps with an addition to Leninism by I Piyade~--that he can take the middle
road (have his cake and eat 1t too, play the socialist part of the Uorld against the
capitalist part)? =Y )

The'CPY Converttion was held on July 21, 1948 in Belgrade. Having boycotteq
a meeting of the CIB called to discuss Yugoslav problems, . the CPFY. clique stuck its
collective tongue in its cheek and with a sugary sarcasm invited the boycotted
parties to its rigged convention. Of course thesc fancy invitations were refused.
The CESU which Yugoslavs are led to believe stands by it also refused. Aside from
all other considsrations of principle, the other Parties did not have to attend
such a rigged corvention. In CPUSA fashion, such conventions ave planned,
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_f: controlled, and finished before the opening speech, The Yuposlav leaders boasted
w:that the CI—'Y convertion would unaninously endorse T:u;o. This “Qu__to an accomplish-
sment for a Porty lendership fighting the CPSU -- to be endorsed unaninously, under

fe.llere@ dc.chramc procedure, lic in the U.S, are not impressed with such monélithic

5 bureaucracy; having lately witnessed the ghost of a Tito convention in the U.S." Of
* course, not only Tato's’ llPut»nants ‘had feresight regarding unanimity., The il.Y.

* ~Iimes has its opdnions about such things too: "In view of the formidable Party and
~-state apparatus based on an intricabe system of controls it is indeed a very remote
poqs:l_blllty that any members who hive heeded the Cominform's call to rebellion
“would be able to survive detection...The secu.rlty and military apparatus are in the

# hands of liarshel Tito's most Ialthful and intimate heutenants." (?—'i-hB) '

i -}..-1-‘

An erticle in the N.Y. Times of July 22 speaks of 2,000 delegates elected by

" Party orgomizations in all parts, of Yuposlavia. "They have been pledged by local

- organizations to the support of Liarshall Tito and his deput.a.es and to endorse with-

g out reservation every Farty rol:.cy denounced by the CIB n ; =l

0

3 v, 1 & letter sent. to the CID organ (:19) from Belgrade tells of the at,mosphere in

athich the Congress was held, Belgrade was put under martial law. "The State Secu-

_' rity forces were reinforced with army artillery in full Tighting order.t - ‘"The last
time I had seen so many armed petrols was at the end -of the war. But then Chetniks

and Uteshi bands vere operating 1f1 the countrv.

‘"There were several cases of 'unreliable! delegates being replaced by other,
In Zagreb, for.instance, two students, old Party members and former partisans, had
their credentials ta.lcen away because they questioned the 1ntegr1'by of the present

.. leaders.,

N

o -

'"In selecting 'reliable' delegates, the Rankovic machine quite frequently re-
' sorued to slander and even arrested comrades who expressed the slipghtest doubt.
. Some Celegates, elected at meetings on instructions from the top, -but who later
questioned the correctness of the Central Cormittee!s line, were immediately re-
placed. The. Party membersh:.p, of course, jwas not :Lni‘ormed o.f thn.s. S

"Congress discussion was manipulated to prevent de.le,_.,ates fron debat:mg the
charges made by the Information Bureau aga:_nst the Party leadersha.p.“

Definitely, this type of convention does not need to be attended to be ‘u.nder—

.stood. It does not have to be held--except for publicity purposes. This amazing’

" unanimity somehow did not hold for those Yugoslavs ‘far ‘enough- away from Titots ter-
ror to think and act openly. On July 12; the' N.Y. Times reported that Yugoslav of.
- ficers studying .in the 5.U. had su'oported Tito undnimouslys ' But on'July 21, the

Times reported that six of these supported the position of the CIB. g
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In Triests, while a pro—T:Lto faction spht avay from the Party, the Party sup-
ported the CIB Resolution, even though, with the exception of Yugoslavia itself,

g Tito's control is most powerful in .Lrleste.
That Yugoslavs are fighting Tito can be seen from the purges in the CPFY. A
- dispatch in Borba, organ of the CFY, ‘told of three cabinet. ministers of Hontenegro
~ wio had been dismissed bécause of thelr opposition to Tito.(N.Y. Times, 8-15-48)
In a purge of the govermment of bosnia and Herzepovina which preceeded this, it was
ammounced thet four mimisers had been removed from office.(Times 8-15-48) (n
fugust 5th, the Yugoslav government deprived. Radouje Golubovitch,.former Yugoslav
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ambassador to fumania of his citizenship for supporting the CIB.(Tirmes 8-15-48)

On August 15th, the Times rcported that: "Cn Aug. 9 the Yugoslav Government
cancelled all outstending diplomatic and ordinary passports and anncunced that
holders of these passports could not leave the country unless they applied for new
documents."

On Aug. 28‘t.h an article in the Times reported that the purge involves those
who refuse to adhere to the Party prozram of the Fifth Céngress of the CFY of July 21
which took an anti-Cominform stand. These people are charged with warting to over-
throw Tito by Civil UWar and it is thought that their existence constitutes a threat
to the Party and the State,

bl

A letter fron students of Belgrade Un:.verf-'lty to the Orzan of the CIB sunports
the position of the CIB and says that "there is a definite liquidationist tendency -
in the Farty. The Party never dces anything in the name of the Party." The letter
accuses the leadershin of permitting "former collaborationists and stooges of the
invader! to occupy posts in the Party and State organs. The CPY leadership boasted
that all organizations of the Party had approved the stand of the Certtrel Commlttee.
The letter states that they got this approval: 7

1) “Through pressure exercised by the leadership on every merber of the Party!

2) Yby means of inciting nationalistic sentiments among the membérs of the
Party, especially in relation to Bulgaria, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia,.."

3) ."because the Central Committee of the CFY "are forever beating their
breasts, saying that they fought the erery for four years, that they love the
Soviet Union,—and while this is certainly true of the membershlp and masses, the
same cannot be said for the leaders.!

4) "because instead of discussing the pollcy of nationalism, the Central Com-
mittee has actually reﬂlaced this quest:Lon by dlscuss:.nb the solution of the natlo'l—
al m_norltles guostion.” o i

5) Mbecause the Party is bcmb educated in the spirit of militarism.n

6) '"by gambling on the fact that the Party consists of fighters who scorn 4
death." iy . : . "B . S - e ] “ -

7) oy circulating the assurances of the leadership that the situation is '
changing, that it is getting better, by saying that all charges are based on slan-
der, and that the CP of the.S.U. will apologize.! ,

8T SR S )y 3 ;
R i S R R A AR PPN

Discussing deiribcrecy in fc.he Yugoslav Par*tjf; the letter says:

nThe majority of the members. either due to confusion or fear of expulsion are
reluctant to say what they think."..."The slightest criticism is followed by re-
prisals, The Party is ruled by military methods."..."Discussion within the Party
is impossible since Army officers-are conducting expla.natory work in all civil or-
ganizations, in the Farty, and in the People's Front."

The methods of the CFY are not evolved to fight a rumor., They are the military,
bureaucratic methods designed to destro,}' a powerful pro-Cominform sentiment. That
the methods grow harsher and more open is more testimony to the fact that oppcsi-
tion to Tito is growing. Ue can expect with the publication of the NEW/ RORBA in
Rumania, the unification gradually of the oren fighters against Tito outside of
Yugoslavia with the underground movement against Tito in Yugoslavia. One should
certainly not judge the opposition to Tito by the visible rcactions in Yugoslavie,
because that opposition means jail or murder. The distribution within Yugoslavia




of the letters from the CFSU(B) to the CFY must have a powerful effect, especially
since it is seditious to dlstr_L_buLe them., The trusted diplomatic service of Yugo-
slevia is deserting the Tito reginme--from UN delegates in N.Y.C. to the Tugoslav
ambussador to Spypt, in the latest case, the Yugoslav ambassador to Hungary. Ob-
viously, support for Tito ends with the border and Tito's border police. This is an
indication of whzt rust be going on beneathi"the surface in Yugoslavia.
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. Tito and his cohorts cammot win because military bureaucracy under the name of
Coamrmunism cannot win, And at the point that Tito drops the clozk of Communism, he
will be completely exposed and have’ Jittle lei‘t to comuse Yugoslav Cox.mmsts with,

ﬁ,nd we think that day isn't far oﬁ’.

" ]
", . - 3 98 9t

ﬁ‘ - doab IETTERS 4D DIscussIon ™~ ¢ -
Dear Dditors:' e ' ' v T Te o londey, July 26, 1948

il

’i"ﬁ I have read the Franklin lctter, plus the first: issue of Turning Point and would

1:Llce to direct a number.cf questions to you for answer,

ﬁ?" Being a merber of the Communist Farty for a rumber oF years it is naturally
difficult to conceive of the present CPUSA leadership as constituted acting in in--
terests other than interests of their class and Party. However, recent expulsions,
including those cf Franlidlin, the P.R. Club, etc., the unseating of liax Bedacht  at
the llew Jersey Convention, the total fa:Llure to distribute For A Lasting Peace, For
A People's Democracy to the branch and section leadership (let alone rank-and-file
com‘ades for argument sake - though it is equally essential to get it into every
corrade's hands), and finzlly the repeated blunders in the field of trade union
struggle, have caused deep concern for ne and other comrades who do a degree of in-

dependent th:.nlcn_ng

S " This does not mean that. I can accept your nrera.se and go over to your position.
For a number of reasons: Firstly, in every pub" ication of ‘the expelled groups cen-
tered around your forces I do not see any analysis of the present leadership's posi-
tion.in'regard to the .situation toaay. - Your literature persistently regards the
personal leadership of Foster, Dennis, Stachel Gates, etc., as-the maln evn.l S
divorced from whether or not the position of" the American CP-is correct. Funda— =
mentally, an analysis of the role of a CP nust be -based upon the ‘general 1:|.ne of -
the Farty and whether or not it is being c“rned out. Thls 5 thus far, is tota]ly )
gbsem from the :{‘:Lrst issue of Turning Po:.nt. ) ; :
14 ) L R tvecse il LA
P_m -.Secondly there are a number of flar_;ranu distortions and untruths recorded by
you which certainly has to be considered by me or amyonc else before he can make a
Judgment as to the validity of your positioni” In regard to your statement timt the
CPUSA ‘thas substituted lawyers for mass pressure or organization! one cannot go
along on this considering the mass pressure and organizational leadership given by
the. CFUSA in the struggle against the lundt Bill which thus far, culminated ina
success, a0 matter hou temporary it is. In addition'the CPUSA .carried out broad
organizational struggles around the Taft—Ha;t‘tley Law, though not successfully,
ol
b "‘hlrdly, Turning Point makes no mention why the FBI and State Dep't. has sin-
g]ed out the leadership ¢f the Party Tfor Deportations and imprisonrent , and parti-
cularly the mass arrests last week of Foster, Dennis, Davis, 1/irston, Stachel,
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Gl Creen, Carl iiinters, Cates, etc. Nor does Turning Point even protest a e
thnese arrests by the bourm,ols*,. multaueousl;y, it ig significant that not a
member of these expelled groups lLave been in any vay nolested by the FBI.

Uhile I do not think that the CrUSA has rid itself of the bulk of Brouderite
refuse, nor that a Deanis is fully capable of such a task I do believe that these
nroblems will hLave to be worked out b" tle CFUSA itself cons:.derlnr;, the weakness
and demogogic character of ruch of your materlal

Knowing that a Comrmnl_,t wovld not even bobher corresnond:mg m.th P\“elled
groups in gencral I have taken this libert; to write because I am disturbed by -
those events outlined in the first page of- this Jetter, These are elements that
have to be answered...but thus far you have failed to provide a sincere approach to
the entire question. Under such circumstainces I can only conclude that your ex-
pulsion was justified. However, if answers can be- prom.ded, if an honest progran
can be evaluated, if these things can be measured up in pure Comrmunist stardards
then I would be very amdous to proceed with further coirmnications, presenting my
own analysis of trends as I see them,.

I was at the State Convention two years ago vhen F. Franklin disturbed the
caln and simplicity of the entire ilationzl body and feel that his expulsion may be
the result of his challenging the smooth mechanism.thit 1:as established by Foster
and Dennis, However, I am not conv:mced that that is wholly so. - _

This letter should be published in Turning Point to oper fundamental auestlons. :
Its absence would indicate an undesiratle admission and would terminate any 1nter— £
ests I and my associates would have in you.

Sincerely

(L AE

M. C., Brooklyn
ANSUCR TO ISTTER FRin.II.C. , BROCKLYN

Ve print .lH.Ce's letter because we believe that in various ways, not-all of
them perhaps intended by the author, it mirrors the mocds of uncertainty, frustra-
tion and unreasoning anger which are common among Farty comrades today. These
moods have been induced we think by the Party's consistent failure to carry out in =
practice the liarcdst-Leninist theory which (for the most part) it preaches, and by -
the consecuent disastrous peteats which have been su_flered by every facet of the
progressive movenent, _ ’ L » Ro |

II.C. lists a number of the leadership's serious blunders as the cause of her
deep concern. Then, no doubt feeling gliilty,' since '"a Cormunist wrould not even
bother corresponding with expelled groups in general', and mentioning only one .
statement with which she disagrees, i.e. that the CFUSA "has substituted lauyers
for mass pressure or orgam.zatlon" (Ve will return to this later. ), she redeems her*
sense of Party loyalty by accusing us of "a number of flagrant distortions and un- - °
truths!t without neming them, sneal:s of "the weakness and demagogic character of
much of your material! without specification, concludes that we "have failed to pro—s
vide a sincere approach to the entire question® (of the Party's shortcomings), with-s
out even sugrestiig the tasis for her charge, and that "Under such (vnmaomed-Editors):
circumsharices L can only coaclude that your expulsion was justified.!" Her demand -7
that e print her letter or else,..bears the authentic stamp of CPUSA bureaucracy
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with its rejeciion of real collective work or democratic. centralism.

#7" Tlevertheless we feel that 1i.C.'s letter contributes to. our discussion, not only

as a clinical study of rank-and-file jitters,.but also by raising seve-a,l pe“tlnent
issues oi‘ general interest wiich we will vreat in order:-

5.* (l) Ve agree 'bhat "Pundamenuauy an andlys:Ls of 'bhe role oi‘ a CP Irmst be based
upon” the general line of the larty and vhether or not:it is being carried out,! Lour
emphasis.~2ditors) T.F. disagrees with the. Party's "line'" in that it fails to re-
latethe iumediate :strugples of the worlkers to the fight for Soclalism, thus denying
any real perspective of Socialism and substituting economism. It seldom speaks of
the Class Struggle (fighting words 'to the bourgeoise), and npvev of the Dictatorship
of “thé-Proleteriat. . liourished on this milk toast diet the- Part"ris militancy first
languished, then departed. 1lhere the "line" is correct, (and we apgree that with
significant, emasculating lepses such as the .above, it. has been) that correct line ..
is consistently disregarded in practn.ce. _Vle regard this flagrant and habitual
viclation of the unity of theory and practice as the principal (but by no means the
onl'y) devices, by which the CFUSA has revised liarscism-Leninism into social-demo-
cracy. - In theiSupplement to its July issue (Letter to Communist.Information Bur-
eau) y T.P. deals at some langth with this -question, and vie shall continue to harp

onit,.

i . _

: (2) ‘“lhen T.P. said in its No, 1 issue that CPUSA "has substituted lawyers Tor
mast pressure or organization" we made a general stctement of an overwhelming trend
away from the militant mass organizational actions such as.the proudly~rem°mbcred
unemployment demonstrations of the early 1930's, the mass meetings in defense cf the
Scottsboro defendants, etec. Now the Party contents itself with postcard campaigns
to Minfluence! reactionary Congresgmen, an occasilonal delegatlon to ilashington, and
for ‘the rest fund-raising for the "legal" defense. of those accused of being Com-
munlsts. Vle agree that full-advantage should be token of legal technlcalltles when
4tcan be done without denying Commnist principles, but that is séldom poseible
1rhen the crime alleged is believing in Communism. To rely . chiefly. on 'legal' de-
fense aga:mst laus-and in courts contrived to defend the status quo is fantastic
‘defeatism. 7 All the la\'yers can: do :Ls prov~ the.defendants:are-not. rre.ﬂ.l Commurists,
ﬂ-s that: good" W ¢ R e SIS :

= ':AI!J--. % i x i VT

s e B it

- Tf: the CP dlsnlayed some" vestlz;lal slgns oi‘ In:).l:x.tancy in :Lts f:.ght aga:.nst the
hmdt ‘Bill, soimuch.the better, they, wereh,the excepuvions that proved.the rule, but
at that they wecre no rmore than vestigial, , Nor will it be lost on workers whose -
ur::.ons 'have been vwrecked by "the repeated:blunders in the trade union.field" that
“the 'CP “vanguard" fights harder vhen 1ts~ ovn: chestruts -are in the flre than it has
?i‘nrq‘bhooe of 3_ts ‘./Iorklng class all_'Les. ik " -

itk e s

g(b (3) ‘Jhy is it, 1.C. asiks, 1f roster, Denn:m, et al are vr-ong and T.P, is
*'rlgh‘t. that they sta.nd in the shadow of jail while TP's editors have not been arrest-
‘ed? ‘An interesting question, It implies of course that the FBI is the best judge
‘of just how dangerous ideas arc to Americen capitalism; that Communists therefore
can determine .who are the correct exponents of liarxdist- Leninist doctrine and prac—
‘tice simply by observing whom lir, Hoover cracks down on first and hardest, In view
cof the virtual absence of treoretical literature and discussions in Party units in
'recent years, the use of this FBI substitute larxist yardstick by the membership is
scarcely surprising. It-camnot however be considered entirely reliable for the

‘Tollowing reasons:-
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(a) In pragmatic America the dangerousness to the status guo of radical ideas
is judged by the size of their following more than Ly their ideological content, The
CPUGA allegedly has 70,00C meibers and some hundreds of thousands of sympathizers;
whereas our groups of expellees are mmerically negligible, A

(b) The Communist Party moreover by virtue of its proud name is judged and
feared for the accomplishments of its great namesake, the CPSU, rather than by its
owm. Police officers and Congressmen may not be able to evaluate ideologies but they
have deep respect (if little affection) for the name Comrmnist Party.

(¢) VUhoever red-baits to avoid being red-baited himself is a sucker who by his
betrayal of his brothers umwittingly prepares his own fate., The S{J members in the
Stock Exchange strilke learned this- the hard wadys. "le're anti~-Communistsh, they
pleaded to the officer. "I don't give a damn what kind.-of-Comrmnists- you are'; re- -
torted the cop as he clubbed them into the Black liaria. The CP leadership made the
same mistale wvhen they drafted and supported the CIO red-baiting resolution at At- -
lantic City, when they surported the iarshall Plan at Boston and even stocd and ap-
plauded the Ceneral, when they rofused to affiliate to the CIB because as they said
the capitalists would. "seize upon such action as a pretext for provocations and re—
pressions", to mention only a few instances. And now these CP leaders have got in
effect the same answer that the cop gave the sailors. . s

To keep the record straight it should be #£tated that expelled Corrades have not
been immune from persecution for their political views. Vern Srmith has been convic—-
ted of contempt of the Tenney Committee and three memters of the Building Trades
Club of San Diego have been cited by the same committee, To say that the CP of.Calif.
has been given no support to these comrades is putting the matter mildly. )

(4) TP believes that the Party makes an inecxcusable subjective nistake when it
refuses to help defend persons accused of radical views on the ground that it does
not concur in their views. The high commend of the drive to American fascism and
war must be secretly delighted at the spectacle of a Communist Party unwilling to
submerge its political differences on other matters in order to fight shoulder to
shoulder with all those who seek to preserve the basic constitutional liberties of
the American people, 1le think that 1i.C. is absolutely right in expecting TP (and
any other individuals or groups who call themselves Cormunists or even Democrats for
that matter) to join whole-heartedly in support of the arrested leaders of the CP.
The fact that we consider these leaders renegades to the Communist movement in no
way lessens our support since they are being persecuted ‘on the greound that they are
Communists,. (iI.C. however betrasys again her compulsion to smear TP, no matter how
baselessly. How otherwise can one explain her indignation that we faiied to rally
to the support of the victims of the mass arrests in TP Ko. 1, when as a matter of
fact the arrests did not take place until.two weeks after the publication of TP #1 )

& Ade ATEE N 4. R X TR I _

The TR.Club organized the first meeting and defense committee for Eisler in NYC;
defended the legality of the CPUSA. and the civil rights of its leaders in the AVC
fight over that question; organized the loodward and Leftridge cases in the Bronx;
organized the U, Bronx Anti-Discrimination Committee and later the first Bronx chap-
ter of the Civil Rights Congress. In every casc, the CFUSA leadership attempted to
sabotage our efforts-~while the CP rank-and-file supported us. 1In fact, in the °
case of an arrest, the CP rank-and-file packed the court and helped win our case.

It is not that we have not helned the defense of Civil Riglits of the CP leadersy;
it is the CFUSA leadership which has orcdered ‘the-sabotage of our work--even for
their defense. e
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Letter from M.S,, Qekland, Calif,

L4

Dear Friends: - ._ , July 21, 1948

. Thenks for the July issue of "Turning Péin’c“. Basica]ly;, I am in i‘ﬁ.‘l:l agree— °
ment with it, However, in citing the failures of the CP, as in sections VI and VII,

I think it important to relate specific instances in detail;. otherwise, the supportei:

of the status quo charge the critics with meldng general accusations which they do
not - back up with:the factse - S et e I B T G L E IR S wil xa

Vo gt

Ui ! &

"’I ‘heve heard it pointed out, in -justifica‘tion of the -preseﬁt CP prt—:grém, that it
has not been criticized by the C.P. of the Soviet Union nor by the other European
rarties since the Duclos letter. I should like to hear a good ansver to this,

TR fae Fupie
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%- EEEAR i Reply to Letter from MHeS., Oa.lilan&,' Calif,

T TURTNG FCLUT ko. 1 was of course our DICLAIATICH OF FRI. CITLES,-our zins, per-
spectlve -and avtitude,  As a coucise statement of our conclusions it “mroperly nade
no attempt to submit 'in detail the evidence uhich has led us.to these conclusions, .
~Bvery issue of SFARK and FORE 'N AFT has presented detailed doctmented charges of ..
the bureaucracy and' opportunism of CPUSA leadership; and we think that IS will agree
thet the omission which she notes in TP ilo. 1 was made geod in the Supplement to
No. 1 (Letter to Commnist Information Burezu). L e e e s

.
& o

e Ve do not pretend to Imow precisely why the Cominform or its affilizted Parties
have feiled to criticize the CFUSA and its. record. Ve can however report certain
facts, 'The only Farties.uhich have been-criticized or attacked to date by the Com-
inform or its affiliated Farties are. Parties vhich exercise state power as in Yugo-
slavia end Poland, or which are prevaring to assume state nower as in Bastern Ger-
:many. Cbvicusly the harmful nossibilities of revisionist trends in such powerful

vand dominant Parties, strategically located on the borders of the Soviet Union, gives

Ik SRR RS, - e “ '-'"5':-?'-‘"i.'-i WALy BELS i s Pl g AR g el o o TN
7% Toward Commmnist Farties elsevhere! the policy of the Cominform: organ, FOR A
{LASTING ¥EACZ, FOR A“FPEOPLEZS! D3iCCRACY, “appears for the time. being to be to pub- -
“1ish only ‘stich documents or reports (including self-criticism if any) as are sub-
‘mitted by the party in question) and to ‘disense with any extended editorial com-

‘ment ‘or analysis. The announced purposeiof the Cemmunist Information Bureau upon
< its formation was to correlate the work of'its member Parties. It is not. improbebl

in view of recent events in Yugeelavia, Poland, etcs that it still rezards that as

l\é??_t:s' c.' P4 35 1.. b2 f...-‘q_.-l: "Ia-.é':_..‘_. e p S ; - .:' e ..

o Then too thére are other considerations; The main responsibility for the emer-
;‘génce of* a bona fide CP in this country rests: upon Arerican Coumunists. as SFARI
~and FORE ' AFT have repeatedly pointed out.a blast against -CrUSA from the Cominform

at this time could only confuse American Cammnists without helping to solve their

problemc., The Duclos letter failed to dislodge the opportunist and burezucratic
leadership (except for Browder and his irmediate entourage-sonebody had to be the

-

%txpp priority +to the fight against oppcrtunism in those Parties,
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goat) because there vas no organized anti-opnorsunist movemert inside %he Pairty to 4

challenge their retura to power, Frightened but unrepentant afier this experience
they moved quicldy to tale even tighter top-level control, to stifle c: *1«,1c3.,.>n1, and.

to illegally exmel all members rtho dissented from their f]aﬂran’u oprortunism. Thus f;;'_

by the tinme of the recent Convention it was apparent.that only by corbining ‘forces f;>l

with expelled conrades coitld the anti-onportunist rank-and-file, cons’o:.nt“r deprived:.

of the help of such of their muber-as dare to erpress their doubts » much 1ess nake

a 'stand,.succced in brezicdng the stranzlehold of the.faithless Wational Committee &

and rescorz.ng the-Party- a.p*?a.mtus, propﬂrt.y a.nd naus'n.. per to the nembers‘un.

BA=T) ey s g 4.,‘,A - -

- But t.he e:melled oveqent :Ls :LtseL. divided r_nd in the ca.::.ni‘ul process of ell—-
ninating wrong-trends and phonies through open poleiric, and e:posure,-a process - ‘?"
vhich it is TP!s.purpese to stimilate and accelerate. Once this is accomplished,: ;‘;
once the main bedy of:expelled and other former Communists who are sincerely striv— 1
ing for a bona fide ilaridst-Leninist: Party have reached ideological unity and have '
established a naticnal center, they will be able to'give more effective orzaniza~’
tional assistance to the now amorphot.s and constantly hehead.ed anti-opportunist
movamerrb 1ns.1de tha CFUSA. --‘T' B FRT
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lie hope t.h:..s starre can- be-reached ve:y soon, i‘or the Amencan movemezrt. is oan—»
gerously behind schedule. :: But in our-view, then and not until then could:"another -
Duclos Letter" or Cominform-blast comn‘oute ei‘fectlvely to the-establishnent.of a 2%
real Commnist Party, liardst-Leninist insits actions as well as in its declarations;: 33
in place of the social-dcmocratic party in. Cormunist nomenclature which the: renerfade
leadership has superimpdsed on the CPUSL.:mOncewsuch.a.correct Mexpelledh- center: is-:
established and malces contact with the anti-opnortunist ranlk-ancd-file in CPUSAK,
criticism fron-abroad instead of Jleaving the merbershipn confused and frustrated,”
will present it with an a.l‘bernat:l.ve, an ally,.and a place to ga.c:The oonortunist L 45
leadership by the same token will have no viable alternati It vil] then have to. -:
tole its orders from the’world: Com::unls\, Sovarent or be nrepared to mo out and make - -1
an unaccustormed 1living at honest. work, . Vie do not know of couise that: the Cominform : ,) )
Parties agree with this 'analysis; ire can only say that their action in U:Lthhold:.ng
criticism-at this time uould be correct on the ‘oas:!.s oi‘ such an a.nalys:.s. i :_~_s;=
_____ - ‘,1*
1Je are rather 1ntmgued by uhe audac:.ty of the CF he_clcs in attempl:n.ng to bol-. 5
ster “heir consistently opnortunist record with such a specious argument. .~TURIZIG. .'..J
FOINT which bases its principles anc progran squarely on the Cominforn Declamt:.on"..,‘__;'
has been called presurptious for calling the attention of the C.I.B. to certain er- yels
rors of factiand interpretation in'a signed "book review® which appeared in F(R A
LASTING PSACE, FC A-PLOFLIS' DUIMOCRICY. 1hat then can we say of the apologists
for the CFUSA top lea.de ~ship. That leadership refused to take advantage of the Bt
opportunity offered by the Duclos letter to put its haise. in order, it rebuffed the -
invitation to join the C.I.B., it sabotaged the C.I.B.'s fight against the ha*lall
Plan in the trade unions and again in the national elections, (see our Letter
the Commupist Information Bureau), and has refused to distribute the Cominform
newspaper, Yet now it has the nonstrous effrontery to offer as proof of the right- .
ness of its opportunist course the fact that the Cominfornm Parties, having e*:rerlen-:«
ced the ;epe...ted refusal of CPUSA to accmt thel... cntn.c:.sa or advice, now offer
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Available on request Septer'bﬂr issue, "The Cr151s in Ha.rrlson Geo*r-ge & Con”
The Future of the Frogressive Pa“tv"
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