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Where to Now? Rebuild the UMWA Along Class Lines

CoalPact Ratified by SimMargin

After more than three months
of one of the most significant
strikes in recent US history,
the coal miners have ratified a
contract The miners fought for
and maintained their right to
strike over local issues But on
many economic demands, the
miners suffered a setback The
introduction of incentives s
bound to have a divisive and
weakening effect in the future
But the way the miners fought
for their demands and refused to
follow the union bureaucrats into
a full scale retreat represented an
extremely significant development
in the workmg class movement

The capitalist class, in collu
sion with Arnold Miller and other
trade umon bureaucrats, mounted
an attack to try to set the miners
back both in terms of then-
economic wellbeing and most
impoitantly jn their political
rights, such as the right to strike

The mmers took hold of their
power and made full use of their
right to reject sell out contracts,
firmly refusing the first two
proposals They backed up these
rejections with militant actions,
knowing that simply voting
agamst a contract was not going
to win their demands As a result,

the miners were able to force the
capitalists and trade umon bureau-
crats to withdraw some of the
worst aspects of the two previous
proposals, such as the fines on
wildcat strikes

However, it was also clear
that the mmers were forced to
settle for a contract which falls
far short of their demands There
are basically three reasons for
this

First, the leadership of the
United Mine Workers of America
went into the strke totally un-
prepared — and unwilling —to
do battle with the capitalists
Since he has been m office,
TIMWA President Arnold Miller
has systematically sabotaged or
ganizing efforts, leavmg the union
in a weak position with half the
nation’s coal being non UMWA

In the contract negotiations
themselves, Miller and his cohorts
consistently collaborated with the
capitalists, giving m to all the
major demands of the companies
and vigorously pushing for the
mmers to accept the three sue
cessively proposed contracts

Miller was prepared to bargain
away all the demands of the
mmers For the sake of ius own

respectability in the eyes of the
capitalists he preached class peace
He continually urged the mmers
to maintain a peaceful strike m
the face of contmued produc-
tion of scab coal The UMWA
bureaucrats refused to call on the
Western UMWA mmers to stop
continued on page 3
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HEALTH

1974. 100% Coverage. Funding financed by royalties on production
Joint administration by company and union Miners Demands Full
Restoration of benefits administered by union, not tied to produc
tion 1978. Deductables of $200 for working miners, $150 for re-
tired Joint administration, still tied to production Operators allow
ed to take out seperate insurance policies instead

PENSIONS

1978 1950 Fund $250 per month, $225 if receiving Black Lung
benefits, 1974 Fund * sliding scale For example, if retired at 62
with 25 years, $337 50 per month Miners Demands. Equalize
1950 and 1974 Funds Raise all pensions No pensions tied to
production. 1978 1950 Fund - $275 a month regardless of Black
Lung benefits Must have 20 years service No raise for retirees
with less than 20 years. 1974 Fund * Increased by $25 by end of
contract

TRAINING

1974: 90 day training period in which new miners not allowed out
of sight or sound of another miner 1978. Cutto 45 days.

INCENTIVES

1974; No incentives 1977: UMWA convention rejects incentives,
1978* Allows mine by mine acceptance of incentive plans.

RIGHT TO STRIKE OVER LOCAL ISSUES

Under the 1974 contract there was a cumbersome 5 step grievance
procedure with an Arbitration Review Board at the top. This pro
cess was ineffectual, and miners were forced to wildcat over almost
all issues The capitalists pushed for punitive measures in the 1978
contract which would fine workers who took part in wildcats The
resistance of miners forced operators to break down But, the cum-

berson grievance procedure is maintained in 1978 contract.

Israell Zionists Grab Mere Arab Land

1947 1948

Using the cover of retaliating
for the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization’s raid in lIsrael on
March 11, the Israeh Zionists
launched a full scale attack on
southern Lebanon on March 14
The Zionists murdered hundreds
of innocent men, women and
children and left thousands home
less The Zionists” aim is to
drive the PLO from southern
Lebanon and to expand their
territory

1967

The Zionists were able to
launch this attack because of
the treachery of Anwar el Sadat
Because Sadat has viciously at
tacked the PLO and joined in
the reactionary chorus labelling
the PLO raid “terrorist” and
unwarranted, the Zionists knew
the Arab countries would be
unable to respond to the mva
sion of Lebanon An Arab coun
ter attack is impossible without
the participation of Egypt The

1978

Israeli Zionists have weapons far
superior to those of the Arab
states It is only by the Arabs
waging a two pronged attack
that they would be able to divide
and equalize the firepower of the
Israelis

The invasion of southern Le-
banon also proves that the aims
and goals of Zionist Israel remain
unchanged Israel seeks expansion
and wants to wipe out all Arab,
especially Palestinian, resistance

It seeks to lord it over the Arab
countries by bullying them with
its superior weapons supplied by
the US imperialists As the
Begin Sadat talks have shown,
the Zionists are unwilling to
make any concessions and will
continue to occupy and even
expand further mto Arab terri-
tory As UNITE’ has stated
before, unless this cancerous
Zionist growth is removed from
the Middle East, the area will
remain a hot spot

The invasion of Lebanon has
also increased the contention
between the two superpowers
for hegemony in the Middle
East The US imperialists have
denounced the invasion in an
effort to win the favor of their
Arab friends But they also agree
with Begin that the PLO must be
removed from southern Lebanon
The US still wants a peace
treaty between Israel and Egypt
so that it will have unity among
its puppet states in the region,
and stable bases from which to
launch its counterrevolutionary
activity

The Soviet social imperialists
on the other hand have denounc-

ed the invasion as unwarranted
aggression and genocide against
the Arab people Yet, in keeping
with their “no war, no peace”
scheme in the Middle East, they
have not supplied the Arabs
with the offensive weapons need-
ed to counter Israeh aggression
The Soviets hope that world
condemnation of Israeh aggres-
sion and the potential for another
Mid-East war will pressure the
US into agreeing to a Geneva
conference which the Soviets
would co chair This would en
sure the continued presence of the

Understanding the PLO Raid
see page 9
What is the difference between
counter-revolutionary terrorism and
revolutionary violence'

Soviets in the Mid-East

This situation leaves the PLO
under attack from all sides The
Israelis hope, by pushing the
PLO back beyond the Litam
River in Lebanon, to force the
Syrians to exert more control
over the guerillas Despite the
UN peace keepmg force, the Zion
continued on page 9



UNITE'

Carter Confirms:
No End to U.S Aggression

In a major defense policy speech on March
14th, President Carter calmed the fears of certain
sectors of the US bourgeoisie and the theorists
of the “three worlds” He started off his speech
by stating that there was a myth that the US
was pulling back from protectmg its interests
and friends around the world Carter firmly
pointed out that this was far from the truth

This myth - that the U S is a declining world
power - is the same myth the theorists of the
“three worlds” are promotmg They have con-
tinually chastized Carter for not strengthening
the military prowess of the US and its allies
They have criticized Carter for not building the
B-I bomber and not providing greater aid to the
NATO countries Most recently the criticism
has been for not directly confrontmg the Soviet
Union in the Horn of Africa

Carter went on to cite the ways and means
that the US is actively taking up the defense of
its spheres of influence around the world

“We will match, together with our allies and
friends, any threatening power through a combi
nation of military forces, political efforts and
economic programs We will not allow any other
nation to gam military superiority over us”

“l have ordered rapid development and de

\})onment of Cruise missiles ”

“We are working on the M X mtercontmental
ballistic missile to give us more options to re-
spond to Soviet strategic deployments”

“l shall not hesitate to take actions for full-
scale development and deployment of these
systems ”

This is not the speech of an appeaser, who is
backing down m the face of the enemy Hardlyl
Jimmy Carter’s speech represents the full inten-
tions of the US bourgeoisie to maintain and
expand its position as one of the mam exploiters
of the world’s peoples

The contmued efforts of the theorists of the
“three worlds” to come to the direct aid of the
U S bourgeoisie brings utter disgust and anger
to the people of the world By encouraging the
expansion of US imperialism, the theonsts of
the “three worlds” are actively bringing the
world’s people closer to a world war, rather than
combattmyg it

The US bourgeoisie is our deadly enemy
and we will not come to its aid to oppose the
other imperialist power, the Soviet Union This
speech by the mam representative of the US
bourgeoisie proves that the correct stand m the
world today is to resolutely oppose both super-
powers as the mam enemy of the people of the
world

/

[ Letters to

the Editor ]

throwing the US rulmg class —

no small task — but you fail to
raise a demand that was endorsed
by the A F of L way back in
1931 the demand for a six hour
day, thirty hour week with no
cut in pay

Our class needs more leisure
tune to organize itself, study and
take part in political struggle
Every hour we work for the
capitalists puts more profits m

their pockets and lessens our
ability to fight them
The eighthoui day is too

Editor s note All letters regarding the
Draft Party Program will be considered
by the Central Committee of the
MLOC and responded to in the com
mentanes beginning on May 1st We
will publish a number of letters on
the Program because we believe they
will further aid discussion on the
Program itself We look forward to

many more letters in the coming
months.
Dear UNITE',

I have been studymg the
Draft Party Program and am im-
pressed by its clanty, brevity
and over all correct stand One

of its mam strengths, in compari-
son with the programs of the
RCP (Revolutionary Communist
Party) and CP(M L) (Communist

VoL 4, No.S ?
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Party, ML), is its coherent pro
gram of immediate fighting de-
mands But it is m this section of
the program that | feel you make
a major right error

The Program calls for the abo-
lition of overtime, making the
eight hour day and 40-hour week
which we supposedly have now a

reality As a worker m an auto *

stampmg plant where we are
sometimes forced to work 12
hours a day, seven days a week,
I’'m naturally all for that But
I’'m amazed that the Program
makes no demand for a general
shortening of the working day
What conservatism' Here you are
m 1978, talking about over
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long' Ask your cadre m industry,
I’'m sure they’ll agree We need
to go on the offensive on the
question of the length of the
working day
Historically the struggle for

shorter hours has exposed the
greed of the capitalist class and
umted the entire working class,
cutting across craft, industrial
and national boundaries | am
convmced that this struggle can
do the same today (We cannot)
leave the leadership of the move-
ment for a shorter workmg day
m the hands of revisionists,
trotskyites and labor bureaucrats

In Unity and Struggle,

An Autoworker
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Opposition Reflects Split Over Tactics Only

Congressmen
Plied with
flavors lor
Canal Support

On March 16, the US Senate
barely approved the Neutrality
Pact, one of the two Panama
Canal treaties signed by the
U S and Panamanian governments
last fall But to receivethe neces-
sary two-thirds majonty, Carter
was forced to make some last-
minute changes regardmg the use
of military forces Also, in the
final days before the vote, Carter
lavishly dispensed political favors
to wavermg senators

One of the new amendments
grants the US the right to use
military force to protect the
Canal’s “neutrality” beyond the
year 2000 Another amendment
specifies that US warships will
be given priority passage m time
of war Also a reservation has
been added which explicitly sane
tions the use of the US military
in Panama after the year 2000 if
any internal problems m Panama
should threaten Canal operations
Thus, if Panamanian workers went
out on strike, or a popular revolu-
tionary war broke out, the US
has reserved the right to mterfere
m the class struggle of the Pana-
manian people on the side of the
Panamanian  bourgeoisie, and
agamst the interests of the prole-
tariat and oppressed masses

Finally, the US has reserved
the right to further negotiations
concemmg the presence of US
military bases in Panama after
the year 2000 Among the bases
is the infamous U S Army School
of the Americas and the Inter-
America Air Force Academy
where Latin American dictators
send their military officers for
counter insurgency training As
the US increases its exploitation
of the Latin American people,
it must maintain these bases
in order to defend its imperial-
ist aims The “Neutrality Treaty”

and its amendments in fact
guarantee that the Canal will
not be neutral in any sense

But these changes were hardly
sufficient to get the full backing
of the Senate To ensure the
treaty’s passage, Carter was dnven
to backroom dealing and massive
give aways Carter won the vote
of Senator DeConcmi (Democrat-
Anzona) after agreeing to pur-
chase 250 million dollars worth
of copper for the US strategic
stockpile The depressed copper
industry is an important part of

Arizona’s  economy Senator
Huddleston (Democrat Kentucky)
leaned toward the treaty m the
end when federal funds for a
major tunnel project were sudden-
ly found Carter had earlier
eliminated the funds for that
project

US warship at Canal US stra-
tegy remains the domination of
Panama  The bourgeoisie has
differed over tactics

In another deal, Carter abrupt
ly dropped his opposition to a
bill paying an extra $2 3 billion
to farmers for not plantmg their
croplands This was a gift to
Senator Talmadge  (Democrat-
Georgia), one of the largest
landowners in the South who
has been pushing for farm subsi
dy programs These programs are
notorious for lining the pockets
of large landowijers and pushing
small farmers into rum Talmadge
now supports the treaty Other
give-aways may be exposed later

While there seems to be a split
among the bourgeoisie regardmg
the Panama Canal, it is a spht
in tactics only They are umted
in the strategy of preserving
US domination over Panama
But they are in conflict over
how best to maintain control m
the face of the nsmg struggle of
the Panamanian people

The reactionary hardliners
want a contmuation of the
status quo As they express m
their jingoist and chauvinist rhet
one, force is the best way to
maintain their interests Carter’s
“new chapter” in US -Panama-
man relations is a liberal mask
which ultimately supports the
same gun boat diplomacy Carter
believes that the Treaty’s facade
of “neutrality” and his “Human
Rights” campaign will better serve
U S imperialist desires in Latm
America by blinding the people
to the true nature of US imper
lalism

The Panamanian people have
shown their rejection of the
treaty Large demonstrations to
protest the treaty are continuing
Their determination is growing
stronger in the face of the be-
trayal by their own bourgeoisie
and the arrogance of US imper-
ialism Although the Panamanian
people face a powerful enemy
in US impenahsm, they will
surely triumph.
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Coal strike...

continued from page 1
the flow of western coal by going
out on strike

Time after time, Miller and
his lackeys threatened union
members with the wrath of the
International if they did not
actively work for the acceptance
of the contract

With this kind of treacherous
leadership, the miners began to
despair of any better settlement

The second reason was the
way the capitalists’ offensive took
shape The strategy of the bour
' geoisie is to cnpple the ability of
the workers to mount organized
resistance to sharpenmg exploit
ation In steel, the capitalists
have systematically wiped out
the workers’ right to strike
In coal, they hoped to push
through fines on strikers in order
to ensure “stability” in the coal
fields so that production can be
rapidly increased to meet the
bourgeoisie’s goal of energy self
sufficiency

Failing in this, the capitalists
began to push for separate negoti
ations, hoping to break the umon
up into many small pieces

The miners were well aware
of what this would mean for their
ability to fight for their demands
This was a powerful threat hang
mg over their heads If there had
been revolutionary leadership m
the UMWA, the miners would
not have been in the position of
having to sacrifice their demands
in exchange for keepmg the union
intact

The third reason was the fin-
ancial situation the miners faced
after being out for 109 days The
series of wildcats last summer
limited the miners’ ability to save
enough money to see them
through a long strike With no
strike benefits coming m and little
chance of getting temporary or
part time work in the small min
mg towns, the miners did not
have many options open The
miners faced foreclosures and
utilities cutoffs, and in some
areas they literally faced star-
vation

The wumon leadership is to
blame for this situation It did
very little to raise sufficient
strike funds before the strike be-
gan, and failed to seek help from
other unions and community or-
ganizations during the strike
Even though $45 million was
donated by other unions, the
International officers refused to
distribute this to the miners

because they feared it would
only prolong the strike
For all these reasons, the

miners just could not continue
to hold out.

The vast majority of miners
clearly recognize that the new
contract is a bad one and that it
will not alleviate the problems
they have been facing and striking
about for the last three years
The fact that the contract re
ceived only about 55% of the
votes is areflection of the real dis-
satisfaction with this settlement

Lessons for the Road Ahead

The bourgeoisie is now pro
motmg the view that the whole
strike was for nothmg They
say that there was no need for
the miners to have stayed out
109 days They would like the
working class to come away from
this battle thmkmg that militant
strikes are of little use

But when we look at the
effect of this long and militant
strike, we can clearly see its
value for the miners and the work-
ing class movement overall

Just by comparing the first
proposal and the contract which
was accepted, it can be seen that
it was a good thing that the
miners rejected it and held out for
more of their demands It was
because the miners mamtamed
a militant strike that they were
able to hold off the onslaught of
the bourgeoisie They firmly re
jected the two contracts which
contained clauses like fines on
strikers, and the rights of owners
to fire strikers indiscriminately,
which would have senously Im
paired their ability to carry on
the struggle m the future

One of the reasons that
miners were able to hold off
the offensive of the bourgeoisie
is because they have the right to
ratify their contracts Without
this right, the mmers would have
-been forced like the steelworkers
to work under a contract which
the capitalists and the trade union
bureaucrats arranged For the
miners, this would have meant
the first contract negotiated

The right to ratify contracts
is an extremely important demo
cratic right for all workers be-
cause it allows for greater con-
trol by the rank and file and is
the first step in throwing off
the trade union bureaucrats’ stran-
glehold over the unions

But the miners did more than
just vote against the contracts
They backed this up with an out
right refusal to carry on a “peace-
ful strike”, as the bureaucrats
wanted them to do It was only
through the combination of the
right to ratify and militant activi-
ty that the miners were able to
force the capitalists to back down
from their demand for punitive
measures on wildcats

At the same time, union
democracy and militant action is
not enough With class traitors
in the leadership of our trade
unions, like Arnold Miller, it
means that we are forced to sac-
rifice many demands in order to
gam or even maintain another
As well, without revolutionary
leadership, workers often find
provisions slipped into contracts,
like the introduction of incen-
tives, which will later be used to
divide the working class by
creating the conditions for the
bribery of a section of the work-
ers It will only be with revolu-
tionary leadership that these dan-
gers will be fully recognized and
the rank and file mobilized to
oppose them

The entire way that the trade
union bureaucrats carried out this
strike clarified in many workers’
minds the need to rebuild the

UNITE'
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At Cedar Grove, West Virginia, miner says thumbs down to second proposed contract The third contract
offer was ratified by a slim margin on March 24th  The contract is a sell-out, negotiated by reformist trade
union bureaucrats But the rank and file miners' rejection of the second contract, and their militant exercise
of the right to ratify, was a telling lesson for workers around the country saddled by no-strike agreements
and fighting for the basic right of rank-and file contract ratification

UMWA into a fighting revolu
tionary organization that will
serve both the short and long
term interests of the working
class

With a UMWA built along re
volutionary lines, mmers will be m
a better position to fight for
and win their demands the next
time there is a major battle
between the capitalists and work
ers in the coalfields

Last month, the MLOC issued
a five-point program for victory
in the coal fields (See UNITE'
supplement, March 15) With the
settlement of the strike, the
mam focus of the program be-
comes the fifth pomt, the “Road
Ahead in the UMWA ”

There are many parts of this

section of the coal program, but
what they all come down to is
that the UMWA must be over-
hauled to become a union which
really wages the day-to-day strug
gles of the mmers It must ag-
gressively carry out orgamzmg
drives, win grievances m a reason-
able amount of time, and protect
the safety and overall well bemg
of the mmers

At the same time, the UMWA
must also become a umon which
recognizes that this alone is not
enough It must become an or-
ganization which fights to end
the very source of the, miners’
misery the capitalist system The
disgusting class collaboration be-
tween the UMWA apparatus and
the capitalists must be ended once

and for all The traitors m the
ranks of the union must be dnven
out without mercy The working
class and all its organizations must
be guided by a revolutionary pro-
gram and leadership This is the
task ahead in the UMWA

The road ahead for the UMWA
will be tortuous and difficult
The sell out of this contract must
be used to further expose the poll
cies of reformism and class colla-
boration~that the treacherous bu-
reaucracy follows The bitterness
felt among mmers must now be
turned mto greater determination
to build up the revolutionary
fighting strength to smash forever
the lie of class peace and to fight
for socialism X-
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* A Union Contract
After Fourteen Years
of Struggle

Hartwell, Georgia, — 1000
workers at the Monroe Auto
Equipment Company (makers
of Monroe shock absorbers)
won their first union contract
m February after 14 years of
struggle

In 1956, Monroe closed down
most of the operations at
two of its Michigan plants and
set up shop in Hartwell, a town
of 5,000 people, in order to
run away from the union, the
United Auto Workers The en-
tire business community and
press of Hartwell pledged its
support to the Monroe Company
m keepmg the umon out

Organizing began at the plant
m 1964, and two years later the
workers voted in the UAW,
despite an anti-union campaign
that mcluded Klan type mght-
ridmg, running organizers out
of town, and a mass hangmg-
m-effigy and mock burial of
Walter Reuther (then President
ofthe UAW)

The company refused until
1973 to even recognize the
umon Between 1973 and the
fall of 1977 the company
“negotiated” but refused to
consider any of the workers’
demands

A Black member of the
Bargaining Committee said that
the newly-won gnevance proce-
dure is “ probably the most
important thing for Blacks for
years we couldn’t even open our
mouths in the plant” The cam
paign to organize the plant did
a great deal to unite Black and
white workers in an area where
the capitalists often depend on
national divisions between the
workers to keep them disor
gamzed

The victory of the workers
at the' Hartwell plant is a sigm
ficant step m beatmg back the
drive by the capitalists to run
away to the mostly non union
South and to keep workers
m the South unorganized

14 year struggle wins UAW con-
tract for Monroe workers (below)
Black-white unity was significant
element in long struggle

e Campaigning Now
To Win Strike

Chicago, lllinois - Every strug-
gle requires preparation in order
to succeed And no struggle can
be won with a single blow cam
paigns have to be planned, fol-
lowed through, and built step by
step The Red Forge, the shop
paper of the MLOC at Kropp
Forge, isworking to do just that

The Red Forge began a cam
paign in January to unite the
workers around definite de-
mands for the contract strike
coming up this month This ism
sharp contrast to the bureaucrats
who run the unions there, the
Die Sinkers and Operating En-
gineers. These forces would have
the workers leave the negotia-
tions up to them and restnct the
struggle to a simple matter of
talking around atable

In March, the shop paper
took three of the demands it put
forward m January, and explain
ed them in detail end to forced
overtime, clearer job descrip-
tions to end job combinations,
and an adequate cost of-living
escalator

This kind of sustained cam
paign to organize workers and
lead the struggle to win their im-
mediate demands is an example
of the role that shop papers, un
der the guidance of a communist
party, will play more and more
in the class struggle of the
workers

¢ Meat Cutters Dig In
For Long Battle

Dakota City, Nebraska - At
a mass rally on the first anmver

MONROE AUTO EQUIPMENT CO

fART\

UNITE'

at lowa Beef, Dakota City,

is "maced" by County

2,000 workers have been
strike for over a year

sary of their strike, workers at
lowa Beef Processing voted
1,540 to 47 to stay out until
they get a contract that meets
their needs The members of
the Meat Cutters Local 222
are demanding a pension plan
(they now have none), improve
ments in their health plan, and
retention of cost-of-livmg pro-
visions that the company wants
to take away They are also
demandmg a wage increase to
brmg them up from $1 00 an
hour behind workers m similar
plants

The 2000 workers have held
out for a year against arrests,
teargas and mace, and about
130 strikebreakers

Long strikes like this one—
the largest and one of the long-
est in the Meat Cutters’ history—
are becoming more and more
common The long term cnsis
of capitalism brings fierce com-
petition among the capitalists
for higher profits, and therefore
more stubbornness to refuse
concessions and take back what
workers have already gamed
Worsening living standards and
working conditions for the
workers are turnmg every “ordi-
nary” contract dispute into
a protracted battle for survival
and progress

» Gate Collection
at Auto Plant

Willow Springs, Illinois —In
solidarity with the striking coal
miners, United Auto Workers
Local 558 at Fisher Body
raised over $1,400 at a gate
collection for the Illinois Miners’
Relief Fund

Many Local 558 members
have family and friends in the
mines, and there is growing
rank and file support to make
the collection a weekly event

Auto  workers understand
that with the no strike ENA
imposed on steelworkers, and
with Miller’s plan to sell out
the miners’ right to strike, the
next attack will be on the UAW
We must stand with the miners'

The struggle against opportunism is the pivot
of our tactics in the trade union movement!
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Bureaucrats' Betrayal in Mineworkers District 5

ASkunkByAny
Other Name...

From a Worker Correspondent

Southwestern Pennsylvania —

There is an organization of
UMWA members in Western Penn
sylvania which changes its name
as easily as a snake sheds its
skm Whether they call them-
selves Miners for the Majority,
Miners for Unity or Miners for
Anythmg Else, they work for
the capitalists and themselves,
not the miners

During the election campaign
for International President last
spring this group called itself
Miners for the Majority The
name echoed Arnold Miller’s
propaganda that the “silent major-
ity” of miners supported him,
even if the sharp attacks of his
opponents made it look other-
wise As it turned out, Miller
won the election with only
38% of the votes in a three-way
race (This means that only one
out of five miners Voted for
Miller, smce only half the mem-
bership voted)

After the election, this organ-
ization, like a chameleon, changed
its name to Miners for Unity The
stated principles of the “new”
organization were to uphold the
UMWA constitution, strengthen
the umon, and support no poll
tical candidates - all under the
slogan, “united we stand, divided
we fall ” In reality the Miners
for Unity spent its time building
support for Miller and working
to ensure that the national con
tract strike would go peacefully

Just two weeks ago, these
same people surfaced under yet
another name Concerned Miners
What they were concerned about
was maintaining a peaceful strike
Nothmg about a successful strike,
just peaceful Of course, they
came out against the Taft-Hartley
injunction, but called on miners
to remain peaceful

Through all of these name
changes these people have consis
tently promoted one thing the
ideology and interests of the
capitalist class, the bourgeoisie
They preach that by being “rea
sonable” and peaceful, mmers can
reach a “fair” agreement with
the capitalists They sponsored a
national day of prayer, calling
on miners to end their hostili
ties toward the coal operators,
and to have compassion for
their fellow man and see the coal
operators as their brothers here
on this earth

These class traitors deny that
there is a fundamental contradic-
tion between the working class
and the bourgeoisie They want
us to forget that it is the coal
operators who, m their drive for

profits, have sacrificed the lives
of thousands of mmers

They want us to forget the
violence the capitalists do to us
daily, destroying our lungs with
coal dust and crippling the bodies
of our union brothers and sisters
by putting production before
safety

By promoting labor peace
these rats are doing the work of
the bourgeoisie right inside the
union

Who are these “Mmers For
(fill-in the blank)” for7 Nobody
but themselves Even their loyalty
to Arnold Miller is self-serving
They work as his loyal troops in
the coalfields, not because they
believe he is a good leader,
and not in order to strengthen the
whole umon They see their
loyalty to Miller as the key to
advancing then own careers

Almost  without exception
these traitors are office holders
in the District or the Locals,
or hold appointed jobs with the
International They reckon that
Miller still has four years of his
term left, and that they will be
rewarded for their loyalty to him
when the contract dispute “blows
over”

They aren’t concerned that
Miller’s sell-out on the contract
will mean that older pensioners
will face near-starvation as infla-
tion eats away at their meager
mcome These “mmers for the
majority” overlook the fact that
Miller’s agreement to a contract
with provisions for incentives
directly violates the resolution
the miners adopted at their last
convention, opposing incentives
They are not concerned that the
incentives will play right into
the capitalists’ scheme to in-
crease production at all costs —
even our lives

These bureaucrats and climbers
have betrayed us These “miners
for unity” are more treacherous
even than Miller, because the
unity they preach is unity with
the bourgeoisie against the vast
majority of mmers They try to
hush up honest mmers’ dissent
against Miller’s sell outs and to
break up the unity of mmers
struggling agamst the capitalists
and against umon sell outs By
their actions they pamt all rank-
and-file organizations as the work
of wreckers and sphtters

It is not enough to demand
that they stop this treachery
They are the enemy withm our
ranks They must be dnven out
of the union, and we can be sure
they won’t give up peacefully,
because they have a lot to lose

Anyone who doesnt work for
the _‘\Lorking class works against
us
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Whether here at this Ford assembly plant, the Fisher stamping plant, at

Chrysler or American Motors,
conditions1

autoworkers must fight for safe working

Safety Sacrificed
for Auto Profits

Willow Springs, Illinois — It’s
hard to find a worker who has
never been injured on the job at
our auto plant, the General
Motors Fisher Body Chicago plant
in Willow Springs GM’ motto
is “Safety First” and that means
that safe working conditions are
the first to go in the giant corpo
ration’s greed for profits

Production Rates
Equals Speed-Up

As auto workers, our health
and safety is under attack from
the moment we enter the plant
until we leave eight or twelve
hours later. Speed up is respon
sible for many on-the-job injuries

In a stamping and metal pro
cessmg plant, a speed up prima-
rily takes the form of production
standards or rates An hourly
rate is set for a line If the workers
run enough pieces above this rate
they can “make time”, finish
the daily rate early and leave the
shop floor to sit in the locker
room or cafeteria until the shift
ends or it’stime to report for
overtime

Through this rate system, GM
Fisher Body tries to put the re
sponsibihty for speed up accidents
on the workers Workers sup
posedly set their own pace But
the desire is intense to make time
m order to leave the Ime early
and escape the deafening noise,
the smoke and fumes, the sparks
that burn through layers of
clothing, the knife sharp steel,
and the monotony of the work

At the same time, the pressure
from management is constant
Workers who do not make rate

are threatened to be taken to the
offii e, to be fired, or to be given
the worst jobs “Why are you
going so slow, | put you on this
job to make some time"”

Many of the older workers do
not give in to this pressure They
have seen from their own exper
lence the danger of working so
fast They have the scars, the
missing fingers and smashed hands
which testify to the need for
safety

But the pressure on new hires
is extreme, especially m the first
90 days when they have no union
protection The most inexperien
ced workers are put on lines with
the highest rates - rates so high
the older workers would not
attempt them  Foremen take
full advantage of the probation-
ary period to push these workers
to dangerous speeds on unfamiliar
machinery, and the casualty rate
is high GM might as well issue
bandages and slmgs to new

hires as standard equipment

Unsafe at Any Speed’

The speed of work is made
doubly dangerous by the poor
maintenance of the lines Weld
operators face a shower of sparks
every time they press their but
tons Press operators must be con
stantly on guard against repeat
ing — when the massive press
comes down again as the operator
puts in the next piece of steel

Machmes are patched up when
they should be shut down for
repair If you’re lucky, the safety
man will be around to force an
unsafe machine to be shut down
Usually it is only after a worker

GENERAL SAFETY RULES

YOUR SAFETY IS TART OF YOUR JOB The Management
of this plant is bimerelv inteiested in join safety and a gieat
deal of cate and consider ation is taken to assuie the safety of
all employes Safety guaids on machines arid equipment aie
piovided to help keep you fiom being injuied

THE BEST SAFETY DEVICE IS A CAREFUL EMPLOYE
Accidents do not happen—they aie caused—caused by some-
one not being thoughtful, someone not exeiusing the piopei
cue in his wmk oi actions Dunng the houis vou aie at woi k
in the plant we will do everything possible to make \oui job
safe but a huge part of the responsibility is youis

Recoids show that carelessness is the cause of most acci-
dents You can help bv keeping constantly in mind the thought
of safety for yourself and olheis

From “You and Your Work With Fisher Body",
aguide book for employees

UNITE’

gets burned, slashed or a hand
caught m a conveyor belt that
these conditions are attended to

General Motors has the best
safety record of the “Big Three”
auto producers But statistics
don’t always reflect actual condi
tions GM’s plan for cutting down
on lost time injuries is not to
provide safe working conditions
It is to put injured workers
back to work It is common to
see a worker with a broom in one
hand and a slmg on the other, or
bandaged fingers hitting palm
buttons on the line This is
GM’s record

Immediate safety problems are
more obvious than long term
health hazards Toxic fumes,
flashes, and the stress produced
by working 12 hours a day,
seven days a week are senous
problems ignored by auto corpo
rations

One major attack on our health
is common to all workers m major
industries — the constant high
levels of harsh noise Ear protec
tion is grudgingly provided But
despite warnings and fines from
the Occupationanal Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA),
nothmg is done to cut down on
noise at the source With 1977
profits at $3 3 billion, it is cheap
er for GM to pay the fines and
deafen the workers

Fight for Health and Safety'

GM says it’s our fault when
we get hurt They say safety is
our responsibility Well, we will
take responsibility for our safety
by fighting together in demanding
safe workmg conditions

We must demand the right to
refuse to operate unsafe machmes
We must be able to turn down
overtime and have more time to
rest We demand that the company
correct general problems such as
the unbearable noise levels We
demand umon protection from
the time of hire. And we must
have democratically elected union
safety committees with the power
to shut down unsafe jobs

The union must be forced to
back up these safety demands of
ours without any collaboration
with the company

These are immediate steps
which must be taken to improve
health and safety of all workers
But we also recognize that under
capitalism, preventive measures
are seldom taken which ensure the
well-being of the working class
Just as the capitalists don’t want
to shut down unsafe machines
until someone loses a hand,
the capitalists don’t want to
take other preventive measures
which might cost them a loss m
profits

What a stark contrast to work-
mg conditions in a sociahst
country, where the safety of the
workers really does come first
In sociahst Albania, prevention
is given primary emphasis The
labor code of Albania requires
extensive protective equipment
and clothing and frequent health
check ups for workers Workers
with difficult jobs work five,
six or seven hours a day at full
pay

So while we fight for health
and safety demands right now,
we must also fight for the only
real protection of our health and
safety socialism

The following is reprinted from the Steel City Organizer the MLOC
shop paperat US Steel Gary Works

She was new on the job The foreman told her to lift and
carry matenals weighmg 80 pounds across the pits She couldn t
do it alone and asked another woman, also new, to help her They
both got fired for not bemg able to “do the work”

She was new on the job The foreman called her over and told
her to start flipping rails, that all laborers flip rails (They don’t)
She couldn’t do it and was fired

She was new on the job The foreman told her to go over and
open the gate on the furnace by herself She couldnt do it and
was fired

She’d been in the mill over a year, but was new in the depart
ment The first week the foreman asked her out and one time
tried to kiss her

She’d been in the mill for months One day the foreman called
her in his office and tried to feel her breasts

Sound familiar9 No wonder, as these are just some of the more
blatant examples of the constant sexual harassment and discrimt
nation all women at U S Steel face every day Bemg a woman at
US Steel is one strike agamst you right from the start, and if
you’re a Black woman, that’s two strikes

Women are constantly being told on the job that women don’t
work as well as men, that the mill is “no place for a woman”
There are constant sexual innuendos, or often, outright proposi
tions (and not just from foremen) There is the constant hassle of
crowded or inadequate washhouses, and no toilets at all in some
parts of the mill Finally, there is the attitude that equal work
for equal pay means women should be able to do alone jobs
usually done by two men —like flipping rails or openmg the gate
in the blast furnace For a lot of women, not bemg able to do it
and bemg on probation has meant bemg out of ajob

In the past several years, US Steel has been under a lot of
pressure from the federal government to hire more national minor
Ities and women But nothmg in the rules said that once hired the
company had to keep these workers m the mill And it’s no com
cidence at all that the probation period was doubled m the first
contract after the Consent Decree and increased hiring of national
mmonties and women had been forced into effect

The tune is long past due for us to actively take up the struggle
agamst these attacks by U S Steel and Big Steel agamst all workers,
and women and national minorities in particular The center of
this struggle must be in our union, starting at the local level

The MLOC and the Steel City Organizer strongly support the
immediate formation of Women’s Committees in all locals, com
mittees with contractual status equal to the Civil Rights Commit
tees This means that these committees must have the right to
bargain with management for the rights and demands of women in
the mills and agamst attacks on women like firing and other
discrimination and harassment based on sex The program for the
Women’s Committees must mclude demands for
e Equality in hiring and promotional opportunities
* An end to discrimination and harassment based on sex, an end
to arbitrary firings of women, especially during probation
¢ Childcare paid for by the company, not by our taxes out of
our pockets US Steel paid NO taxes in 1976' They should pay
for childcare'
 Full maternity benefits
 Special on-the job trammg where necessary to keep women on
the job
 Right to ratify the contract, and
¢ Right to strike to win these and other demands Smash the
ENA'

0 Full democracy in the umon —the right to elect all committee
heads

Join wus in concretely supportmg the struggle for women’s
equality here at Gary Works' Build strong and militant rank
and file Women’s Committees in each local umon now' Fight for
official union recognition and rights for these committees and
a democratic union' Brothers and Sisters' Come to meetings and
get involved'

Fight for Women’s Equality"

Vol 1 No 1 Voice of the Ma xist Leninist Organizing Committee at U S Steel Gary Works March 1978
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0 Ludlow Massacre

On September, 12, 1913, a
strike broke out at Colorado
Fuel and Iron Company mines
owned by JD Rockefeller,
in Ludlow, Colorado Major
issues were the eight hour day,
safety in the mines, cash wages
instead of scrip and a union

The company refused to ne
gotiate, stockpiled arms and
evicted miners from company-
owned houses. The miners set
up camps m tents brought in
by union organizers Armed
clashes with company thugs
were frequent In October the
governor brought m the National
Guard

On the day of the massacre
the Guard and thugs began
shooting at the strikers Miners
set up a position that would
draw fire away from the tent
city But that night, April 20,
1914, durmg a lull in the fight-
ing, the Guard turned on the
women and children, spraying
them with bullets and setting
tents on fire Eleven children
and two mothers were killed
Miners from New Mexico came
to Ludlow in solidarity The
fighting continued and 46
Guards were killed Still the
company refused to negotiate
and the strike was broken

0 Colfax Massacre

In an attempt to undermine
Reconstruction and the struggle
of Black people for land and
political liberties after the Civil
War, the old landlord class re-
sorted to open terror against
the Black masses Forming se-
cret organizations such as the
Ku Klux Klan, they lynched,
raped, beat, burned and terror-
ized hundreds of Blacks and

Build the Party of
the Working Class’
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poor whites At Colfax, Grants
Parish, Louisiana on the night
of April 13, 1873 over 60
Black people were brutally mas-
sacred

o ML

Dr King was shot and killed on
April 4, 1968 while m Memphis,
Tennessee to support the gar
bage workers’ strike Blacks m
over 180 cities across the coun-
try rebelled m retaliation for the
murder Though himself a paci-
fist and reformist, King was one
of the leaders of the growing
movement for democratic rights
and against national oppression.

King Assassinated

0 Lenin Born

V| Lenin, leader and teacher to
the world’sworking and oppress-
ed people, was born on Apnl 22,
1870 He became head of the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, and led the Russian Oc-
tober Socialist Revolution which
established the world’s first
socialist country

0 Vietnam Independence
Day

The Vietnamese fought 30 years
of people’s war, against the Ja
panese, the French and the US
impenahsts But on April 28,
1975 National Liberation Front
tanks rolled onto the streets of
Saigon, as the last US troops
and officials fled On Apnl 30,
1975, Vietnam was delcared an
mdependent  country The
people of the world hailed this
victory The Vietnamese, under
the leadership of the Vietnam
Workers Party reaffirmed Mao
Tsetung’s teachmg that a small
country can defeat a large coun-
try if it is ajust and revolution
ary war

UNITE'

Unityof
Opportunists Bullt
on Shifting Sand

In the world today sharp lines
of demarcation are being drawn
between Marxism-Leninism and
opportunism As we move toward
the formation of the genume
vanguard party of the working
class in the US, genuine umty
is being forged around the Draft
Party Program which the MLOC
recently issued

In stark opposition to this
principled approach to party
building, the Communist Party,
Marxist Leninist [CP(M-L)] has
once again issued a call for the
formation of a Umty Committee,
whose purpose is supposed to be
to unite all those Marxist-Lemn-
Ists who have not, up to now,
jomed the CP(ML) But, as m
its earlier party building efforts,
the CP(M L)’s recent call is not
built around a party program

In 1975, the CP(M L)’s fore
runner, the October League (OL)
called on Marxist Lenmists to
unite to build the party based
on a loose set of principles They
did not at that time see the
need for the party to be founded
on a party program

And now over two years
later, the CP(ML) says that
this new Unity Committee can
be formed around some kind of
“unity statement” They have
once again forgotten the program,
even though they now have one

ACall f

The Draft Party Program sets out the true aims, objectives
and demands of the working class m battle against U S
imperialism  This Draft Party Program will provide the
basis for a new Marxist-Lenmist Party to be formed soon
On May 1st —the International Day of Workers Solidarity
we will begm a senes of commentaries on this Program
These commentanes will explam important aspects ot the
Program, and draw demarcation with all other opportunist

trends in the US

In order to deepen the understanding of

the proletanat and its allies, we will respond to questions

and cnticisms of the Program

Do you have questions about the Program you would

like answered9

Are there parts of the Program you would like explained

m depth9

Arethere differences with the Program you would like
discussed in the pages of UNITE'9

If so, send your questions and comments

Please forward

these by May Day if possible Questions received after this
date will be responded to after the commentanes are com-

pleted Send all mail to
Illinois 60680 USA

Take Up the Struggle to Build the Party’
Use the Draft Program as a Guide to Class Struggle’

MLOC, PO Box 4781, Chicago,

We must ask, is the CP(M-L)
abandoning its program7 Do
they think it is not their basis
for umty9 If it is not, then what
is their basis of umty9

The CP(ML)’s aim is to
unite all those forces in this
country who uphold the revi-
sionist theory of the “three
worlds”, which will lead to
class collaboration with the U S
bourgeoisie

They have no need to unite
on other questions of principle
or on then program, if unity
can be reached on this theory,
which they claim to be the real
guide for the strategy and tactics
of world revolution In addition,
they would prefer that their
practice in the trade unions not
be questioned, or that their
chauvinist stand towards the
Black and Chicano Nations or
their splitting and wrecking of
the Gaiy Tyler work not be
raised The CP(M-L) wants it
pure and simple unity around
the theory of the “three worlds”

To unite with the CP(ML)
on this basis is to unite with
collaboration They don’t oppose
the US bourgeoisie — they
chastize it for not building B-l
bombers They praise Tito for
calling for an end to the pre-
sence of Soviet troops in Africa,
but they leave the US bour-

April 1, 1978

geoisie alone This is the unity
that the CP(M-L) wants to build —
this is not the umty that the
workmg class of the Umted
States needs to build

No, the US proletariat is
marchmg forward to build its
genume party And, as can be
seen from the last issue of
UNITE', there is a genuine call
for unity among Marxist-Lemn-
Ists This will be built on the basis
of genume unity around the Party
Program This program clearly and
concisely lays out the strategy
which is based on the revolution-
ary alliance of the workmg class
and oppressed nations m opposi-
tion to the bourgeoisie and its
social props

The difference between this
revolutionary strategy and the
strategy of the CP(M L)’s “three
worlds” strategy is the difference
between Marxism Leninism and
opportunism —the difference be-
tween revolution and class colla
boration

Yes, we call on Marxist-
Lenmists to unite into a single
party, but this umty will be forg-
ed on the Marxist-Lenmist princi-
ples as laid out m the program and
not on opportumsm, such as the
theory of the “three worlds” +

orQuestions
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ZANU Interview:
s Settlement Unacceptable

""We Continue to Fight”

As reported in the last issue of
UNITE’, lan Smith’s racist settler
regime has negotiated an “internal
settlement” with three reformist
Black leaders — Joseph Chirau,
Ndabaningi Sithole and Bishop
Muzorewa This sell out permits
the Smith regime to retain politl
cal, economic and military control
over the Black majority in Zim-
babwe

The proposed settlement has
been condemned by the United
Nations, and by oppressed nations
and people the world over
UNITE’ recently interviewed a
representative of the Zimbabwe
African National Union (ZANU)
about this settlement and the
current situation in Zimbabwe

UNITE’ - Would you comment
on the new proposals that lan
Smith has put forward and reach
ed some agreement on9

Zimbabwe  African  National
Union —The internal settlements
or proposals which lan Smith and
his three stooges are working on
are unacceptable to us This is
simply an attempt to salvage
colonialism, racism and imperial
ism

Look at their proposals There
are supposed to be 100 people

m the national assembly and out
of the 100, 28 are supposed to
be Rhodesian Europeans, elected
specifically from the white voters
roll This minority of 28 can
veto any law and legislation which
may be passed by the majority

The Smith regime will still
have its army maintaining law
and order, the colonial racist

army This is why we denounce
the proprosals as a sell out

UNITE’ You don’t think
the settlement changes the situa
tion internally at all9

ZANU - No, because the only
people who can call for a cease
fire are ZANU and Zimbabwe
African People’s Union (ZAPU)
in the Patnotic Front lan Smith
can sign any documents with
those stooges Those arrangements
will only remam on paper They
cannot be implemented, since we
are going to continue fighting

UNITE’ — Do you thmk these
developments are a sign of the
weakening of US imperialism
in Zimbabwe9

ZANU — Yes, that is quite true
The Western countries, led by
the U~S A, are losing the war in

UNITE’

Zimbabwe We are defeating
them There are nationals from
the US A, France, West Germany
and Britain fighting, but still we
are sconng more victones agamst
them and the imperialists are
giving in But they would like the
Black (Rhodesian) Front to have
some Black stooges, while they re-
main in control of the military
and economy That is what the
struggle is about

Now they are resorting to
a neo-colonial situation But it
is too late because we have
turned Zimbabwe into an oper-
ational base There is fighting all
over Zimbabwe right now Our
fighting forces have confronted
the Smith regime a mile from
Salisbury A few years ago we
were fighting mostly m the coun-
tryside but now we are also
operating in the cities This
shows how much the situation
is explosive, and is to our advan-
tage

UNITE’ — Carter is gomg to
Nigeria and Liberia soon, which
is the first time in years that a
US President has travelled to
Africa What is the significance
of this9

ZANU — Analysts have been
saying that the US is now fo

Soviets and Ethiopian Junta Turn Guns on Ethiopian and Eritrean Revolutions

Somalia Turned Back in Ogaden Desert

The eight month old reaction-
ary war on the Horn of Africa
between the Ethiopian and So
mall juntas has ended Backed
by Soviet advisors, 10,000 Cuban
mercenaries, and a billion dol
lars in Soviet armaments, the
fascist Mengistu regime routed
the Somalis and recaptured most
of the Ogaden region Somalia’s
President Said Barre announced
on March 9, through his new
imperialist master, Jimmy Carter,
that Somalia would withdraw
its troops from the Ogaden

The effect of this defeat for
Somalia is to push it more firmly
mto the orbit of U S imperialism
and to increase the contention
between the two superpowers
for control of the horn

In conjunction with his an
nouncement of Somalia’s with
drawal, Carter announced that
military aid for “defensive pur
poses” would be extended to
Somalia He also repeated his
warning to the Soviets not to
invade Somalia and argued that
they should leave Ethiopia, since
the border war was over

But the Soviet aim in Ethiopia
has not been only to defeat the
Somali invasion but primarily
to stabilize the fascist Mengistu
regime The Ethiopian regime is
under siege not only from Somalia
and the Western Somali Libera
tion Front, but also from the
proletariat and the other oppres
sed nationalities internally and
the Eritrean struggle for nation
al independence

The Soviets must control a

Somalia creaks in November with
Soviet Union and Cuba, which sub-
sequently pour aid into Ethiopia.
After vast Soviet arms airlift ends
in mid-January Ethiopian counter*
offensive begins Atdt?d by Cuban

" troops Ethiopians retake Jijiqa
on March 5 and Daghabur three
days later

yVv

.
' 2 Second stronghold,
Jijiga.falls in Sep
teinber and Somali
lorces push on
toward remaining
strong points, Dire-
dawa and Harar

P9

stable Ethiopia having access
to the strategic Persian Gulf
To do this, the struggle in Eritrea,
which provides a northern link
between land locked Ethiopia and
the Gulf, must be crushed The
Soviet  social imperialists hope
thereby to gam control of the
major shipping lane for Middle
East oil to Europe and Japan,
in order to exert political black
mail and dominance over Europe,
its most valued prize

Thus the Soviets are not about
the withdraw their Cuban mer
cenary troops from Ethiopia

The Ogaden Fighting

r ‘Z s f <l

4 Somalia announces
on March 9 that it is
withdrawing from the
Ogaden.

SOMALIA

Warder*

1 Somali-backed rebel
drive to take Ogaeen
begins in  mid-July
from Ferter. Somalis
are said to commit
10,000 troops.- Ethio-
pian stronghold of
Daghabur falls, and
most of Ogaden is
quickly overrun.

Their mission is to suppress
the revolutionary struggles there
They will now turn their guns
on the Eritrean and Ethiopian
masses, who are waging revolu
tionary struggles against the Men
gistu regime

With the defeat of Somalia,
the Soviet backed Ethiopian junta
can now transfer more of its
Cuban mercenaries to the Eritrean
front They already have 2000
troops in the Eritrean capital
city of Asmara and two Soviet
battleships bombarding the port
city of Massawa Ethiopia’s outlet

Page 7

Co-leaders of the Patriotic Front, Robert I\/%ﬂabgof ZANU and Joshua
e

Nkomo of ZAPU at the United Nations

atriotic Front has de

nounced Smith's "internal settlement".

cussmg on Afnca If those coun-
tries want some dialogue or visits
with the US government it is
up to them But as far as we are
concerned, we still have differ-
ences with the US The US
government has been exploiting
our people for decades These
differences have to be resolved
by the US withdrawmg the
economic mvestments to the
Smith regime and any support
they are giving right now Until
that is done, there is no way
we can have dialogue or any
business with them

UNITE’ — What would you
request from the progressive
people of the US at this time
in your struggle9 What kind of
support should be provided9

ZANU — First of all, we want
political support We would like
the progressive people to under
stand why we are fighting

to the sea through Eritrea is vital
to Soviet designs They will go
all out to crush the Eritrean na-
tional revolutionary movement

A new democratic  Eritrea
standing firmly opposed to both
imperialist superpowers would be
deadly for the designs of both
superpowers It would inspire
the masses pf the Mid East and
Africa, showing the genume road
to national liberation through self
reliance and the armed struggle
of the masses, and not by an
alliance with either of the two
superpowers This is why both
superpowers want to crush the
Eritrean revolution led by the
Eritrean People’s Liberation Front
(EPLF)

At the same time we must
realize that US imperialism is
not resigned to total defeat in
Ethiopia It will mount every
effort to drive a wedge between
Mengistu and his new Soviet
bosses  Failing this the US
imperialists will step up their
efforts for the pro-US reaction
ary movements, such as the
feudal Ethiopian  Democratic
Union or the counter revolution-
ary Sabbe renegade clique in
Eritrea, in order to try to topple
the Mengistu regime

The US can also be expect
ed to drum up support among

its lackeys to raise a hue and
ciy about Soviet intervention
in Africa But genuine revolu

tionanes must not be fooled by
this rhetonc coming from the
reactionary governments in Africa
and the Middle East Their only

Second, we would, like them
to know that what lan Smith
is up to is a neo colonial solu
tion which is gomg to perpetuate
the exploitation of our people
Progressive forces in this country
should continue supporting those
who are waging armed struggle
These are the people who are
bringing independence

Apart from that we need
matenal support Clothing for
our refugees, who number m
the thousands m Botswana, Zam
bia, Tanzania and Mozambique
We need medicmes We need
educational facilities for these
people And of course, funds
We can buy these thmgs m Africa
if people send us some funds

Send all contributions to
ZANU
211 East43rd St,
Suite 902
New York, NY 10017

aim is to replace a pro Soviet
bourgeois regime with a pro
U S bourgeois regime It is the
masses of Africa and the Middle
East who must oppose imperial-
ist domination of their countries
and mount the genume revolu
fionary struggles that will bnng
mto bemg new-democratic and
socialist societies that are truly
mdependent of the two super
powers

The intervention of the Soviets
is a set back for the struggle of
the Ethiopian and Eritrean mass-
es They now have to fight a
fascist Mengistu~regime propped
up by Soviet arms and Cuban
troops. The task of the support
ers of national liberation and
socialism is to step up exposure
of the Soviet and U S imperial
ists’ interference in the Ethiopian
and Eritrean revolutions and to
build active support for the
genume revolutionary struggles
of these two heroic peoples

Send to Radio Liberation Eritrea
c/o UNITE' PO Box 8041
Chicago, Illinois 60680 USA
Payable to Radio Liberation Entrea
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Development of Socialist Relations in the Countryside

Life on an Albanian Farm

"Artificial rain" irrigation at the "November 29" farm

What is it like to be a farmer
in socialist Albania7 Overcoming
immense odds, how has a stable
advanced agriculture been built
m the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania7

The vast acres of land which
make up the “November 29~
farm, named after the day of
liberation m 1944, were once a
dense swamp breeding disease
and poverty for the people of
the region Today after an mtense
reclamation program the farm is
34,100 acres of fertile farm land
The mam crops are wheat, corn,
sunflower and cotton A variety
of vegetables are grown, and
hvestock and poultry are raised
The poultry sector produces more
eggs than all the farms of Albania
produced in 1950

“November 29” is the largest
farm in the country Many teams
or brigades administer and work
different sectors of the farm Bri-
gades are made up of peasants,
scientists and veterinarians Today
there are more agronomists, veter
marians and technicians on this
farm than in all of Albania in
1938

The Pluk section of the farm
was once the poorest land Now,
if you were to visit on a warm
summer day you would see a
dozen tractors turning the gol-
den fields to deep brown as the
wheat stubble is furrowed Steep
mounds of wheat would lie on
the threshing floor

The determination of the farm
members has produced amazmg
results By studymg the land,
usmg the most advanced irriga-
tion and fertilization methods,
the yield at the Pluk sector has

steadily increased 12% more
wheat was harvested in 1976
than in 1975

Here in the US, farmers are
paid by the government to let
their fields lie barren Congress
just passed a bill which will pay
farmers over $2 billion to idle
their acres Under capitalism,
technological know how and pro
ductive ability are great, yet there
is hunger and poverty The capit
alist economy requires that land
go unplanted and crops be des
troyed in order to keep prices up
and profits high

At “November 29” every fam-
ily lives in a well furnished house
On this farm there are 10 schools,
11 kindergartens, 11 matermty
homes, 7 clinics, 5 health centers
and dental clinics, 56 various
shops and several cultural centers
Workers are paid guaranteed
wages, and receive pensions com-
parable to industrial workers
Even the most remote mountam
villages in Albania have electricity
and telephones This is a stan-
dard unmet by any other country
Even in the US in rural areas in
the Southwest, the Black Belt
South and Appalachia, people
live without electricity or tele-
phones

Land Reform

In 1944 Albania was the most
backward country in Europe
Agriculture was in a primitive
state Fields were dug with wood
en, hand held plows Peasants
lived in semi slave conditions
Agriculture could not support the
entire population  There was
hunger and suffermg under the
old feudal bourgeois relations

Today all agriculture rests on
a socialist base There are two
types of socialist ownership, two
types of farms There are cooper
ative farms, owned collectively
by the farmers, and there are
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state farms like the “November
29” farm, owned by the whole
people

After liberation in 1944, the
Party of Labor of Albania (PLA)
knew the old relations in the
countryside had to be over
thrown Agriculture had to be
developed if socialism was to be
built

The first step the Party took
was a program of land reform
implementing the principle of
“the land belongs to him who
tills it” Committees of peasants
were set up to redistribute the
land The estates of the large
landowners were confiscated and
divided among the peasants All
old debts were cancelled The
buying and selling of land was
prohibited At this time the
first state owned farms were set
up The Party adopted a policy
of political alienation, economic
isolation and liquidation of the
wealthy farmers as a class

Collectivization

The initial program of land
reform was completed within
14 months Once the peasants
had been freed from semi slavery,
and the development of crops
and livestock had begun, the
basis existed for developing social-
ist relations of production in
the countryside The small plot

When Yugoslav President Josip
Broz Tito visited the US from
March 6 to 9, President Carter,
along with all sections of the
U S bourgeoisie, showered Tito
with praise for building Yugo-
slavia as an independent country
and as a leader of the non aligned
movement This meetmg shored
up an old alliance between the
revisionist Tito and the US
bourgeoisie, which dates back to
Tito’s betrayal of Marxism Lenin-
ism during the Second World War

Since that time Yugoslavia
has received varying amounts of
military and financial aid from
the US Between 1951 and
1961, under the “Agreement
Regarding Military Assistance”,
Yugoslavia received $2 billion m
arms aid from the US Since
1961, Tito has received US
aid in more round about ways,
including through various NATO
countries and U S alliances in the
Balkan area This has amounted to

SpanishWorkers Hold Congress

The first Congress of the
Asociacion Obrera Asambleista
(AOA) was convened m January
m Vallecas Attendmg were 1772
delegates of various nationalities,
regions, cities and villages of
Spam, from various sectors of
production as well as delega
tions of the revolutionary trade
unions of Germany, Canada,
Chile, France, Greece, Portugal,
Tunisia, Venezuela, Switzerland
and Timor A delegation of the
trade unions of Albania was
invited but did not take part
because the reactionary Madrid
regime did not give the delega

tion entry visas

The Congress approved the
platform of the general demands
of the AOA and a number of
statements and resolutions on
women workers, national minon
ties, etc The Congress stressed
the determination of the workmg
class to raise its voice in protest
against the policy of the wage
freeze, layoffs and other mam
testations*.of the general cnsis
The Congress also severely con
demned the hegemonic policy of
the US and Soviet imperialists,
capitalism, reaction and reformists
and revisionists of all hues

This Congress of the AOA is
a victory for the revolutionary
hne of the workers’ movement in
Spain and a victory for the
correct Marxist Leninist line of
the Communist Party of Spain
(M L)[PCE(M L)]

The PCE(M L) stressed that
the intensification of the support
for the revolutionary trade union
hne in the workers’ movement is
an important and immediate task,
because the trade union move
ment is the political school
which educates and raises the
consciousness of the broad
masses

economy could not sustam the
rapid socialist development

Organized by the Party, volun
tary groups of peasants banded
together, combined their land,
machinery and animals into col-
lective farms The farms are
jointly owned by the farmers
and administered by elected com
nuttees with Party members in
the lead

Collectivization was carried out
gradually but persistently As the
peasants saw the superiority of
the collective system, they step
ped forward in district after
district to form collective farms
Large scale agriculture allowed for
better organization and coordina
tion, more rapid development of
mechanization and scientific tech
nology The results were greater
productivity, which led to great
er social wealth and a better
standard of living

Because it is more productive,
the trend towards large scale farm-
ing has occured in capitalist
countries too But these large
farms in countries like the, US
are not in the hands of farm
workers or the working class
They are owned and controlled
by large corporations and large
farmers The rise of agri busi-
ness has meant the rum of the
small farmers They have been
driven into debt and forced off

some $1 million a year Last
month, Carter submitted to Con-
gress a military sales bill allowing
for $25 million in military sales to
Yugoslavia over the next two
years

Carter and Tito found them-
selves agreeing on many issues,
including a call for the Soviet
Union and Cuba to pull out of
the Horn of Afnca Chiming in
with this cosy duo came the
Communist Party (M-L) In its
newspaper, “The Call”, the
CP(M L) praised Tito for calling
for a withdrawal of Soviet and
Cuban forces

But like Carter and Tito, the
CP(M L) wants the US workmg
class to overlook the fact that
the US is also moving aggressive-
ly in the Horn Of course the
US is going to demand that
the Soviets leave, so the US
itself can have more room to
manuever The CP(M-L) apparent-
ly wants to help the US bour
geoisie in this task

This outright social-chauvinism
is completely in line with the
revisionist position the CP(M L)
holds on the international situa
tion, the theory of the “three
worlds” This theory attacks only
one of the superpowers,the Soviet
Union, and allows the US to
go about the world untouched

Not only does this revisionist
theory do the dirty work for
U S imperialism, it also promotes
traitors to the workmg class, like
Tito In their article on Tito,
the CP(M L) overlooked the fact
that Tito has completely betrayed
the cause of revolution not only
m Yugoslavia but also in the rest

The CP(M L)
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the land

With the complete collectivi-
zation of the countryside, the
basis now exists to pass on to
a higher type of socialist rela
tions The struggle today is to
complete the development of
the state owned farms, like the
“November 29” farm 18% of
all farms are now of this type

From the start the PLA under
took the development of the
countryside, laymg the basis for
rapid socialist development in
all spheres and narrowing the
difference between town and
country The Party did not
wait for the productive forces
to develop along capitalist lines
after the initial land reform
Instead, they began to build
cooperatives It was the collec-
tivization that itself spurred on
the development of the produc
tive forces

By following a correct Ime
and relying on the masses of
workers and peasants, agriculture
has been transformed into a
modern industry in only 34
years The development of social-
ism in Albania has not meant the
abandonment of the countryside,
but its development There has
been no ravagmg of the land,
but instead it has been protected
and developed In Albania there
are no farmers striking and de
onstrating in order to save their
farms, feed their families and
plant then fields Socialism has
brought the continumg improve
ment of the land and life for
the Albanian farmer %

failed to mention the deals the
US struck with Tito and instead
praised their criticism of Soviet
social-imperialism*

Carter issued a statement
pledging U S backing for Yugo
slav national security and the
unity of Yugoslavia, which pro
mised “to take firm measures to
prevent and prosecute” criminal
terronst activities by anti-Tito
groups in this country Yugo-
slavia currently faces severe mter
nal struggle among its various
nationalities, whose  political
rights have been suppressed by
Tito

But not a word was said of
this by the CP(M-L), even though
it is common knowledge that
there is severe national oppression
in Yugoslavia This is because it
is a capitalist country

Tito, Carter and the theory
of the “three worlds” all work
well together —all agamst the
working class and oppressed
people of the world

The theory of the “three
worlds” leads to this kind of
outright support for US imper
lalism and reactionaries like Tito
This theory must be smashed
Events prove that both the
Soviet Union and the US are
the mam enemy of the peoples
of the world, not just one of
the superpowers

No matter how much the
social props like the CP(M L)
try to gloss over the reactionary
character of US imperialism and
the revisionist Tito, they will
be exposed and smashed by the
revolutionary struggle
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Giscard Retains Power in France

Revisionists and Social-Democrats Defeated in Bid for Control of French Parliament

The government forces sup
portmg French President Valery
Giscard d’Estamg defeated the so
called “left” alliance of France’s
Socialist Party (PS) and the re
visionist “Communist” Party of
France (PCF) The government
forces won a 91 seat majority
over the left coalition in the
second round of parliamentary
elections on March 19 The
official figures showed that the
margm between the government
parties and the left coalition
was less than 400,000 votes
out of more than 26 million
cast —51% to 49%

There has been much inter-
national attention focused on
these elections because the alli-
ance of the PS and PCF was
supposed to have a good chance
of coming to power But, contrary
to the French bourgeoisie’s
charges during the election cam-
paign, a victory by the left coali-
tion would not have brought
commumsm to power in France
What the French capitalists feared
was the reforms that the alliance

Revolution
until
Victory1

Under-

called for, which included the
nationalization of banks

Most importantly, the French
bourgeoisie, as well as that of
the rest of Western Europe and
the US, feared that the Soviet
social imperialists would gam m
fluence in the government
through the PCF

The PS and PCF made such a
strong showing and have been
gaming strength because of the
failure of the present govern
ment to deal with France’s
economic crisis The French
people, especially the working
class, had become dissatisfied
with the economic austerity pro
gram of Giscard’s Prime Minister
Raymond Barre

The left alliance m France
however, did not present an
alternative to the present rule of
the capitalists It only sought
to reform the economy and
peacefully set the stage for their
revisionist version of “socialism”

Both of these parties are re-
visionist parties The PS and PCF
are loyal servants of the bour-

standing

the

PLO Raid

It is the Israeli Zionists who have shown complete
disregard for civilian lives. They forced the gun battle
which killed people on the hijacked bus They have
murdered hundreds in Lebanon, including this child

The bourgeois media m the
US and throughout the world
labelled the Palestine Liberation
Organization’s March 11 raid on
Israel as terrorist They have
compared this attack with the
kidnappmg of former Italian
Prime Minister Aldo Moro Be
cause of this many honest
people are confused about what
is counter revolutionary terror
and what is revolutionary vio-
lence

In the December 1977 issue
of UNITE1we pomted out that
terrorism was the strategic out-
look of anarchists Anarchists
have no faith in the masses as
makers of revolution and history
and thus believe capitalism will
be destroyed by the so called
“revolutionary” activity of small
groups This is the outlook of
the frustrated petty bourgeoisie
who finds an outlet for its
indignation through terrorist
acts unconnected with a revolu
tionary strategy

Counter revolutionary terror
ism gives the bourgeoisie an

excuse to increase repression
and institute fascism These are
the reasons why this type of
terrorism must be rejected by
the workmg class and all genume
revolutionaries

Then what of the PLO raid9
The PLO is the united front
organization of the Palestinian
people It plays the leading
role in the Palestinians’ just
struggle agamst the occupation
of their homeland by the Israeh
Zionists As the PLO stated
about the raid, “We must con
tmue the liberation struggle by
different means, including armed
struggle, until victory ™ The
strategic outlook of the PLO
is to win the masses to its
just cause and wage armed
struggle until victory

The PLO made a tactical
decision to raid Israel for a
two fold purpose One was to
demand the release of comrades
held by the Zionists The second
was to refocus attention on the
Palestinian struggle, in the face
of attempts by Egyptian Presi-

geoisie who seek to make class
peace with the capitalists and
to turn the proletariat away
from its goal of overthrowing
capitalist rule, establishing the
dictatorship of the proletariat,
socialism and communism

The PS is a revisionist party
of the social democratic type, of
the old Second International
which betrayed the revolution
during World War | The PCF is
a revisionist party of the modern
type which arose with the betray-
al of communism in the Soviet
Union by the renegade clique
led by Khrushchev after Stalin's
death Georges Marchais, leader
of the PCF, has renounced the
dictatorship of the proletariat,
and called for a peaceful road
to socialism thus sealing a total
betrayal of the French working
class

The genume Marxist-Lenmists
m France are struggling to build
a genuinely revolutionary party
to expose and drive out these
traitors to the working class
The French workmg class must

dent Anwar el-Sadat to reduce
the struggle m the Mid East to
a border dispute between Egypt
and lIsrael Due to bad weather
the Palestinian commandos were
forced to beach at a place
other than their target Pursuing
their objective, they hijacked a
bus in order to reach their
destination

But it was the Israeh Zion
ists who forced the gun battle
m complete disregard for civilian
life The Israehs and all imperial
ists gladly sacrifice lives to mam
tain their exploitive system and
to put down just rebellions and
revolutions

Revolutionaries use many tac
tical ways to carry out struggle,
including revolutionary terror
But counter revolutionary terror
by the bourgeoisie and aimless
terror by anarchists must be
rejected This is what distm
guishes the PLO raid from the
Moro kidnappmg by the Red
Brigade, a group which has no
connection with the struggle
of the Italian masses

Valery Giscard casting his ballot in national election

be won to genume communist
leadership As the Party of Labor
of Albania has advanced, “In
the present conditions, especially,
when the question of the proleta-
rian revolution has been put on
the agenda and is not just an

aspiration of the working class,
it is essential to show the workers
that the workmg class cannot
achieve its revolutionary world
aim without waging merciless
struggle agamst these renegades ”

Zionists Grab
More Arab Land...

continued from page 1
ists will only pull out of the
occupied territory if it will be
resettled by their rightwing
Christian allies in Lebanon The
Arab countries, on the other
hand, want to control the PLO
so they can dictate the terms of
war and peace

But the PLO raid in Israel,
as well as its long history of
reboundmg from attacks of reac-
tionaries on all sides, proves
that the PLO will not be dealt
out The Palestinian question
is at the heart of the Mid-East
problem and must be resolved

On Saturday,

if there is to be a settlement m
the region The PLO, along with
its allies among the Arab people,
will wage revolutionary struggle
until victory

The workmg class and its
allies throughout the world must
condemn Israeh Zionist aggression
and slaughter of the Lebanese
people and Palestinian refugees
We stand firm in our support
of the PLO and the Arab people’s
just struggles We must condemn
and expose all attempts by the
two superpowers and their lack-
eys to crush, and contain this
just struggle —-

March 18, more than 125 demonstrators marched

through the Loop denouncing the Zionist invasion of Lebanon The de

monstrators shouted slogans denouncing U S

imperialist support of

Israel and the Sadat sell out of the Arab struggle, and supporting the

Palestine Liberation Organization

The demonstrators were greeted

with many "right ons" as they passed shoppers on the crowded down-
town streets The demonstration was sponsored by the Arab Orgamza
tion of Chicago and reflected broad support for the Palestinian people

The Just Cause of the Arab peoples' is Invincible"

From the Albanian newspaper Zeri i Popullit, this editorial defends
the just struggle of the Palestinian people for self-determination
and explains by concrete example how the theory of the

"three worlds" abandons struggles for national liberation
To order write UNITE' POBo0ox8041 Chicago, Il 60680 U SA

Write for the new UNITE! publications catalog



UNITE' Photo

Page 10

Building MulthNational Unity A Sum Up and Self-Criticism

Deepening The Struggle
Against White Chauvinism

In a shop in New Orleans, a
white communist is struggling to
organize a umon The comrade
forged good ties with Black
workers, but failed to take up
the struggle to build multi-na-
tional umty Isolation and alien-
ation from the white workers
developed, until steps were taken
to overcome the problem

In a factory in Atlanta, a
white commumst failed to strug-
gle against white chauvinism while
battling for a better contract As
a result, workers remained divided
and a sell out contract was pushed
through

These communists belong to
the Marxist Leninist Organizing
Committee They are part of a
deviation, the tendency to belittle
the struggle against white chauvi
nism, which was discussed at
the histone First Congress of the
organization

“While the fight for the right
of selfdetermination for oppress-
ed nations is a strategic question,
the heart of our work to carry
this out must be the struggle
against white chauvmism, which
is the mam obstacle to multi
national umty when we look
around in our districts, we do not
see the struggle against white
chauvmism bemg placed m the
forefront of the struggle for multi-
national umty We see that there
is no hesitation to mobilize the
Black workers around the Dawson
Five question, there is no hesita-
tion to mobilize workers around
other oppressed minorities But

History of Opportunism

The history of the struggle
agamst white chauvmism is mark
ed with deviations such as these
The Communist Party USA m the
1930’s and early 40’s did some
good work to build multi national
umty, which included the trial
and expulsion of white chauvi-
nists withm the Party itself

But the revisionists who seized
control of the CPUSA under Earl
Browder took the wind out of
this struggle They liquidated the
Party’s work m the South on the
grounds that an oppressed Black
Nation no longer existed They
stopped building and leadmg mass
organizations such as the League
of Struggle for Negro Rights
and the Southern Tenant Farmers’
Union, in which multinational
unity was bemg built

When the Party itself was
liquidated m the 1940’s, a strong
force of struggle agamst white
chauvmism was lost As the exam
pie of the CPUSA has taught,
hquidatmg the battle to build
genume multinational unity in
the struggles for socialism and
self determination for oppressed
nations is the first step to the
complete destruction of the Party
as a revolutionary force This is
what the failure to seriously take
up this struggle can mean

Since that tune, various organ
izations which have developed
have been riddled with white
chauvmism They have failed to
struggle aggressively to build
multi national unity and defeat

By struggling for the democratic rights of Black workers, and for self-
determination for the Black Nation, genuine revolutionary unity of the
working class and its allies will be forged.

when it comes to gomg mto the
ranks of the white working class,
and there waging the struggle a
gainst white chauvmism, that is
where comrades get weak knees
And no doubt, it is because there
you deal with the Klan, the Nazis
and every other counter revolu-
tionary force in this society But
that is where the center of our
work on the national question
must be placed” (Class Agamst
Class, No 10, p 28)

white supremacism in their own
organizations The Revolutionary
Communist Party (RCP), because
it denies the right of the Black
Nation to self-determination, has
no real basis to build genume
multi-national umty In the South
the Commumst Party (M-L) works
mamly with Black workers, and
fails almost completely to strug-
gle agamst white chauvmism in
the working class They beheve
multi-national umty will develop
magically, without consistent
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struggle withm the white prole
tanat

The MLOC has also bowed to
this error, as the examples show
In the South m particular, there
has been great hesitation to
confront white chauvinism head
on and to expose it as bourgeois
ideology, serving only the mter
ests of the capitalist class

Why Is It Important to Build
Multi-National Unity9

Because national chauvmism
and white supremacism are push
ed by the bourgeoisie, many
white workers think Black people
are then mam enemy They are
told Black workers take away
then jobs, cause the crime rate to
rise and property values to fall
They are told integration of
schools leads to poor education
The Klan, the National States’
Rights Party and others publish
degrading and grotesque lies about

Black people
After years of this bourgeois
propaganda, many are led to

believe they have more m com-
mon with white capitalists than
they do with Black workers As
a large percentage of the white
working class comes under this
influence, their class struggle
agamst then real enemies — the
imperialist bourgeoisie —is stifled
and grows weak

Workers of different national-
ities battle each other instead of
uniting to defeat their common
exploitation by the bourgeoisie
The longer the working class is di-
vided by national chauvmism and
white supremacism, the longer it
will be exploited and oppressed
by the bourgeoisie m every aspect
of life

How can the socialist revolu-
tion succeed if only part of the
working class and its allies are
fighting for emancipation9 How
can selfdetermination be won
if only Blacks fight for it9 This
would be impossible Victory will
only come when a united multi-
national working class leads the
revolutionary struggle

Why Should the White Workmg
Class Fight for Multi-National
Unity9

Where genume multi-national
unity is built, the struggle of the
working class advances by great
strides The struggles to unionize
steel, coal, and other basic indus-
tries were successful only when
multi-national unity was built
As far back as Reconstruction,
Black and white labor jomed
together to fight agamst capital-
ist exploitation, and found
strength in that umty The politi-
cal rights to vote, own land,
be educated and organize unions
were originally won m the South
durmg  Reconstruction  when
Blacks and whites for the first
time formed integrated political
caucuses m the Republican Party

All inhabitants of the Black
Nation would benefit from win-
ning the right to self-determina-
tion By fighting for self-determi

nation and socialism, white small
farmers are fighting for redistribu-
tion of the land, and an end to
debt and high taxes

By strugglmg for an end to

the oppression of the Black
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built primarily on the shop
floor White communists must

battle the white supremacism and
national chauvmism which is
expressed daily in the context
of immediate struggles for union-
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The MLOC pledges to struggle against national chauvinism among white
workers as the focus of struggle for multi-national unity of the entire

working class

Nation, white industrial workers
are fighting for better working
and living conditions, the right
to unionize and strike, the nght
to refuse to support wars of

aggression in foreign countries
and other rights now denied
them

The Cause of the Error

What has caused the failure
of the MLOC to aggressively take
up the fight agamst white chauvi
nism, and to explain to white
workers their interest m build
ing multi national umty9

Timidity, passivity and liberal-
ism have all played their part m
leadmg to this error But the
mam reason this deviation has
occured is the contmued exist
ence of white supremacism and
national chauvmism withm the
MLOC

Any white communist who
does not take up the battle
agamst white chauvimsm with
white workers head on, and
fight to build genume multi-'
national unity m the shops and
mines where they work, is guilty
of national chauvinism In failing
to adequately mobilize its cadres
in the past to fight for multi-
national unity, the MLOC has
bowed to national chauvmism

Overcoming the Error
Recognizing this error, the
MLOC has begun the struggle to
rectify its practice In the South,
the organization has initiated a
campaign agamst the Kilan, to
confront fascist white suprema-
cism head on As this campaign
grows, and more workers see the
organization truly taking up the
battle agamst white supremacism,
the basis for building lasting
multi-national unity will grow
Multi-national unity must be

ization, better working conditions
or democratic rights They must
raise the struggle for the nght of
self-determination of the Black
Nation, and fight for support of
this among the white proletariat
They must do so by linking the
immediate struggles with the
struggle for socialism, and point-
ing out how socialism will never
be reached without multi national
unity They must combat white
supremacism m their unions, and
fight for Black participation m
all union acitivities and posts
The influence of the labor ansto
cracy and trade union bureau
crats, who actively spread white
supremacism, must be broken

White communists bear the
responsibility of strugglmg direct-
ly with white chauvinism Multi-
national umty will not be built
by working only with Black
workers It will not be built by
workmg only with a select few
white workers and ignoring the
masses of white workers for
whom the struggle agamst white
chauvmism is a real problem

The recent rise in member-
ship and influence of the Klan
in white workmg class communi-
ties shows that the battle agamst
white supremacism and national
chauvmism has not been strong
As the bourgeoisie moves towards
fascism — a rule of terror based
on dividing the class through
national chauvinism and genocide
of Blacks and other oppressed
nationalities — the struggle to
build multi-national umty must be
taken up strongly

Recognizing its past errors,
the MLOC is determined to con-
tinue to mobilize and build the
druggie for multi-national umty
until all white supremacism is
finally defeated
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Native Indians Take longest W alk’

The National Indian Coalition
is supporting a major effort by

Native Indians of all tribes to
call for the defeat of eleven
pieces of legislation now in

Congress This legislation, if pass-
ed, would abrogate all treaties,
impose regulations on Indian
huntmg and fishing rights, limit
tribal regulatory powers and
severely restrict Indian water
rights These acts would also
necessitate closing all schools,
hospitals, and health clinics now
financed by the US under
treaty agreements

The mam bill is House Resolu-
tion 9054, or the Cunningham
Bill Deceptively titled the “Na
tive American Equal Opportunity
Act”, the bill rationalizes these
attacks by claiming that Native
Indians shouldnt have special
rights But Native people experi-
ence savage oppression, not pn
vilege The claim that Indians

have special rights turns every
thing upside down The laws
represent the capitalists’ actual
privilege of super exploitation of
Native Indians

The Cunningham Bill, m add-
ition to abrogatmg all treaties,
would take away exemptions
from zoning laws and land tax
on reservation land Without
water and fishing rights and with
severe restrictions on grazmg
rights, many Indians would lose
their sole means of support
Too poor to pay land tax, many
will be forced to sell their land
Zonmg laws will be wused to
drive people from their housing
because it is substandard, and the
cohesiveness of the reservations
will be destroyed Special funds
for education and health care
will be abohshed, which will
further drive people off their land

These are the legal means
which enable the capitalists to

Murdered 14-Year Old Tyrone Neal

Killer Cop Indicted

Chicago, Illinois — Police Officer
Fredrick Everly was indicted by
the States Attorney Office on
March 23 on charges arising out
of the murder of 14 year old
Tyrone Neal last October
(UNITEL reported on the Neal
murder in the November and
February issues)

Officer Everly wantonly shot
down the unarm,d Neal youth
Eyewitnesses testified that he
said he would kill any of the
three youths spread eagled agamst
a wall if they could not produce
identification Yet, the States
Attorney office only issued an
involuntary manslaughter mdict
ment, thus acceptmg Everly’s
version that the gun accidentally
went off

This mdictiment points to only

one of the hundreds of cases
against the Chicago police for
crimes agamst citizens This m
dictment can only be seen as
a public relations gimmick to
placate the masses in Chicago who
are outraged at the level of need
less brutality, harassment, shoot
mgs and outright murder by Chi
cago police Everly certainly
wasn’t given an mdictment com
mensurate with his crime

The very fact that this m
dictment was issued at all tes
tifies to the effectiveness of
the mass protests at the latest
rash of killings In the Everly
case, community residents were
mobilized and marched on the
pohce station serving notice that
Everly had to be tried for murder
However, the campaign was not

Prison Officials Move to Silence Jailhouse Lawyer

Maxine Smith In Solitary Since 1976

Maxine Smith has been impri-
soned at Dwight Correctional
Institute m Illinois smce 1972
She was convicted of shooting
her boyfriend after a domestic
quarrel

In prison, Maxine developed
legal skills When a law library
was established at Dwight, she
became first the law librarian,
and later a jailhouse lawyer

She is the only woman jail-
house lawyer m the state of
Illinois  She actively took' up
grievances of Other prisoners and
shared her knowledge with them
so that they were able'to be in
a better position to fight for
their rights She became known
as one of the best jailhouse
lawyers in the state of lllinois

Throughout the time Maxine
has been in prison, she has fought
agamst the wretched conditions
at Dwight The prison officials
knew that she had to be silenced

In October of 1976, Maxme
was charged with violating an
institutional regulation by having
a camera and a microphone and
was placed in solitary confine
ment To this date, prison off!
cials have been unable to produce
any statute which shows these
items to be contraband

The officials intend to keep
Maxme from continuing on as a
jailhouse lawyer They have told
Maxme that she can get out of
solitary if she would accept a
job in the laundry Maxme refused
this assignment, determined to
be able to contmue to provide
legal assistance to other prisoners
Therefore she remams m soli
tary confinement indefinitely

The attack agamst Maxine
Smith is not an isolated mcident
at Dwight Officials at Dwight
have consistently ignored prison
ers’ grievances about the lack of
adequate medical care, the ab

steal the land and resources and
to further the genocide of the
Native Indians Combined with
the extralegal terror of murders,
forced sterilization and cultural
destruction, this drive is remini-
scent of previous seizures of
land of Native Indian peoples
as well as that of the Black
Nation and the Chicano Nation

This imperialist land grab is
led by the energy corporations
which seek to control the huge
reserves of uranium, coal and
natural gas found on many
western reservations The energy
corporations are jomed by big
ranchers, fish canneries and lum-
ber and mining companies, all
seekmg their share of the plun-
der of Native Indian lands They
are also aided by reactionary
chauvinist forces like the John
Birch Society and Minutemen
vigilantes

But the Native Indian peoples

sustamed enough and did not
generate enough pressure on the
state to get a full murder mdict-
ment agamst Everly

The valuable lesson of this
campaign is that the masses of
people, if organized, can force
the state to rem m some of its
hired guns

But the Neal campaign pomts
to the real need for the existence
of a revolutionary mass organiza-
tion which is capable of building
and sustainmg wide mass support
It must be an organization that
will not only take up specific
cases of brutality such as the
Neal case, but that will take up
all of the struggles for democratic
rights and selfdefense agamst
reactionary attacks, whether from
the police or the Nazis

sence of vocational and educa
tional programs, poor diet and
harsh treatment They have dis-
banded an mmate advisory coun-
cil and terminated law classes

In the face of these detenora
ting conditions the women at
Dwight have fought back In
1975, 25 women filed a jomt
grievance which was denied In
early 1976, prisoners organized
several demonstrations agamst the
poor food and petty rules In
July of that year a demonstra
tion was met with state troopers
and tear gas The demonstrators
were placed m solitary confine
ment and held for ten days
without hearings, legal counsel,
medical care, showers or exer
cise

Maxme Smith protested these
actions by the prison officials,
which is really one of the reasons
she was placed in solitary

Maxme’s resistance to threats,

are organized to halt the further
exploitation of their land and
resources. They have organized
a walk for survival, called The
Longest Walk Native Indians of
all tribes are marching from
Sacramento, California to Wash-
ington DC to meet with Carter
and Congress They have been
assured that Carter will meet
with them when they arrive

The Longest Walk is symbolic
of forced walks or marches in
the past The Trail of Tears m
the mid 1830’s, the Long Walk
of the Navajos m 1864 and the
Long Walk of the Cheyennes
These were forced removals in
which thousands lost their lives
as they were herded from their
homelands to unfamiliar destina-
tions

While the Walk can give needed
publicity and gam support for the
demands of the Indian people
and possibly force some conces-

sions from the bourgeoisie, we do
not place any hope on the Con
gress or Carter

Carter has shown in his hand-
ling of the coal strike that he
totally supports the energy com-

panies. He will use comprador
(traitor) Indian leaders to try
and convmce the masses of

Indian people that these bills
will benefit Native peoples, allow
mg them “self-reliance” and the
choice to develop without the
paternal hand of the government

The only thmg that will stop
the plunder of land and resources
will be an alliance of Native
peoples with the multi-national
U S proletariat for the complete
destruction of the capitalist sys-
tem and the establishment of
socialism in the US This alone
will ensure the Native peoples
control of their land and resources
and the assurance of their exist
ence as a people *
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Fire Everly, indict him for murder and jobs for youth were the demands
raised by the Woodlawn Committee Against Police Brutality which
sponsored this rally in November 1977

This organization must have
genume communist leadership
which understands the link be-
tween the people’s everyday strug-

bribes and coercion has strong
support among other prisoners
who have refused to replace
her m the law library Maxine
Smith stands out as a powerful
example to all pnsoners, and
especially women prisoners who
are fighting agamst the oppression
in the jails and prisons of US
imperialism

Like Maxme, hundreds and
thousands of prisoners are resist-
ing the extreme oppression they
face And m these hellholes,
many pnsoners are daily coming
to the realization that it is the
capitalist system that placed them
behind bars in the first place and
is now responsible for the wretch
ed conditions mside the pnson
walls

Letters of support for Maxme
Smith and financial contributions
to help cover legal expenses can
be sent to

gles for better living conditions
and the final aim of overthrowing
the rotten capitalist system and
instituting socialism *

Maxine Smith, jailhouse lawyer,
is an example for all who fight &
gainst opPressm_)n in the jails and
prisons of US imperialism

Maxme Smith Defense Committee
c/o Loop YWCA
37 South Wabash
Third Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60603



Workers'
Movement

B IRAN — The reactionary feudal
regime of the Shah of Iran ordered
troops to march on the city of Tabriz
m northeastern lIran in late February
to suppress demonstrations that had
been raging for several days These
demonstrations had been launched to
protest a recent massacre of 100 people
by the fascist regime Fierce fighting
occured between the demonstrators and
pohce Demonstrators destroyed the
city hall and the headquarters of the
Shah’s Resurgent Party and damaged
78 banks Even before the Army took
over Tabriz more than 125 people were
wounded by police gunfire and large
numbers of people were arrested

The outburst of demonstrations and
strikes all over the country and bloody
clashes between the people and the police
and army show the growmg isolation
of the Shah’s regime and the determina-
tion of the workmg class and the people
to smash i+ It is arms supphed to the
Iranian feudal regime by U S and West-
ern imperialism which is keeping it
propped up

B GREECE — About 250,000 Greek
workers in Athens and elsewhere staged
a 24 hour strike demanding higher wages
and better workmg conditions Taking
part in the strike were workers m tele-
communications, public transport, power
sectors and airlines as well as post office
and bank employees, medical workers
and taxi drivers This is one of the largest
strikes to occur in Greece m recent
years

B ITALY — The student struggle
against the oppressive measures of the
bourgeoisie is assuming a new impetus
in Italy Dunng February, a large number
of students boycotted classes m Bologna
and came out into the streets protestmg
against the decadent educational system
and police violence They also demanded
the release of their comrades arrested
during last year’s protests In Rome, too,
students, workers and anti fascist youth
organized demonstrations, they occupied
high schools and demanded democratic
freedom and the release of those arrested

The bourgeoisie organized fascist gangs
to disperse the demonstrators and the
pohce made many arrests The bourgeoi
sie, through these means, aims to paralyze
the student movement and isolate it from
the masses But further demonstrations
organized throughout Italy against these
fascist attacks testify to the great indig-
nation of the student and workmg youth
against the bourgeoisie which suppresses
and exploits them

Im perialism

proletarian

IS the eve of

"The social revolution cannot come about except as an epoch of civil war of the proletariat
against the bourgeoisie in the advanced countries, combined with awhole series
of democratic and revolutionary movements, including movements for national liberation,
in the undeveloped, backward and oppressed nations " LENIN

B GUATEMALA - A strike of Guate
malan public service workers which
began in late February has spread across
the country, involving about 75% of the
country’s 90,000 public workers Called
to protest against the government’s re-
fusal to increase wages, the walkout
has affected tele-communications, the
postal service, schools and hospitals,
and many government departments

B BOLIVIA - Thousands of miners
and other workers have gone out on
strike and thousands of students are
boycotting their classes to protest the
fascist repression of the people by the
Banzer dictatorship In the capital city
of La Paz, in Conchabamba and through-
out the country, workers and students
are staging powerful protests to denounce
the dictatorship This is the response of
the working class to the wave of arrests
being carried out throughout the country
by the Bolivian secret police

Unable to smash the outburst with
savage repression, Banzer tried to pacify
the people with a fraudulent “amnesty”
The workers and students responded to
this amnesty by holdmg mass meetmgs
at which they demanded not only general
amnesty but also raised other political
demands that hit at the dictatorship’s
power

National
Liberation

B NAMIBIA - Powerful demonstra-
tions are contmumg in Katutura against
the occupation forces of the racist
South African regime For the past two
weeks, thousands of Namibian people
have protested these occupation forces

The resistance movement m Katutura
is closely Imked with the armed struggle
the Namibian people are waging agamst
South Africa Led by the South West
Afnca People’s Organization (SWAPO),
the armed Namibian guerilla forces are
inflicting heavy losses on the occupa
tion army Already this year more than
100 fascist troops have been killed and
many hundreds wounded Sixteen mill
tary vehicles have been destroyed and
large amounts of weapons, ammunition
and other military goods have been
captured

B IRELAND - Despite increasing
terror, the Northern Ireland patriots are
strengthening their resistance agamst the
British occupation. The patriots in
Belfast and its suburbs blew up a mih-
taiy depot, an officers’ barrack and a
supply station They also blew up supply
stations in the vicinity of Armah In
Johnsboro Village, the patriots destroy-
ed an enemy patrol and shot down a
helicopter

The British imperialists have intensi-
fied then- violence and terror Persecu
tions in the poor quarters of Belfast,
Derry and elsewhere have been intensi-
fied as never before, the arrests are
assuming a mass character But the
people of Northern Ireland cannot be
subdued by violence

B PHILIPPINES - March 29th marks
the 9th anniversary of the founding of
the New People’s Army (NPA) Under
the leadership of the Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP), the NPA is a
true people’s army, an army that will
lead the revolutionary struggle of the
proletariat and the Filipino masses

The NPA began with 60 cadres and
35 guns Now they operate freely m all
nine regions of the country and have
started guerilla zones In areas under
their control they have implemented
a new economic order Landed estates
have been expropriated and collectivized
production has begun Health care,
literacy classes and improved school
education, as well as the creation of
people’s militias, have been consohda
ted in the liberated zones

B ZAMBIA - The racist Rhodesian
regime launched a savage and unprovoked
mvasion of Zambia in early March
Rhodesian aggressors penetrated Zambian
territory with planes, helicopters and
other means

The self defense forces of Zambia
shot down six planes and inflicted other
losses and casualties on the invaders

This attack contmues the Smith
regime’s pohcy of aggression agamst
neighboring states and genocide against
the Zimbabwean people A Rhodesian
communique admitted that aggression
m Zambia was directed agamst the
Zimbabwean camps in Zambia and
claims that scores of Zimbabweans
were slaughtered by Rhodesian troops

These attacks expose the gesture
Smith is carrying out concerning the
“peaceful”settlement as a thorough farce
aimed at deceivmg the people of Zim-
babwe

Socialist
Construction

B LAOS —Women of different nation
alities in Laos have made important
contributions to boostmg industrial and
agncultural production

Women m rural areas are taking an
active part in agricultural production
The Lao Patnotic Women’s Union last
year organized over 222,600 women
of various nationalities to take part m
agncultural production Women m gov
ernment, factories and schools through
out the country went to the countryside
to help with farm work in response to the
call of the Patnotic Women’s Unions

B VIETNAM — Women in Vietnam
have been playing a significant role in
restoring and developmg the economy
and assisting in the regrowth of the
country

Women make up over 60% of the labor
force available for agricultural work
Last year, working with men peasants,
they offset the damage caused by severe
cold, drought, and typhoons The result
was that acreage sown for winter spring
nee rose by nme percent In addition,
the total output of coarse gram also
went up 12 5%

In the industrial sector, women
account for 43% of the workforce
Women and men workers m the facto-
ries fulfilled the state quota for produc-
tion In accomplishing this, they over
came the problems of insufficient raw
matenals, and a lack of spare parts
Many women have emerged m the fore
front in the labor emulation dnve to
surpass the state established quotas

B KAMPUCHEA - Bringing mto
play the spirit of selfrehance and inde-
pendence, Kampuchean workers are
workmg hard to support agnculture
The Phnom Penh Farm Tool Machinery
Plant is manufacturing pumps, nce-
husking machmes, threshers, fertilizer
crushers and other agncultural machin-
ery Workers in a Phnom Penh machinery
plant have turned out various kmds of
rice husking machmes by making use
of local matenals

By working round-the clock, workers
m ironware shops in Kien Svay and
wood-workmg shops in Kompong Trabek
have made a large number of ploughs,
hanows, pumps, hoes, sickles and other
tools to meet the urgent needs, m the
busy season
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