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 On  November  11,  as  vet-

 erans  across  the  cóuntry  read-
 ied  for  another  round  of  '"tra-

 ditional"  veterans  day  celebra-
 tions,  or  demonstrations  in

 opposition  to  these  so-called
 '"memorials'  to  vets,  Congress,
 working  clearly  in  the  interest

 of  the  rich  who  run  this  country
 made  public  another  serious
 blow  to  the  G  I  Bill!

 Under  the  guise  of  a  ''new

 and  improved'  system  of  bene-
 fits,  people  who  enlist  in  the

 military  after  December  31  of

 this  year  will  no  loñger  receive
 the  'G  I  Bill"  as  we  know  it.

 In  its  place  there  will  be  a  new

 "contribution'  program  that

 will  -deny  veterans  thousands
 of  dollars  received  under  the

 previous  Vietnam  -era  Bill

 and  that  will  place  new  restric-

 tions  upon  the  users,  making
 it  impossible  for  many  to  re-

 ceive  any  type  of  decent  educa-
 tion  at  all.

 The  new  program,  effec-

 tive  December  31,  says  that

 e

 those  who  join  after  that  date

 gain  their  benefits  by  coútribu-
 ting  from  $50  to  $75  a  month

 to  the  VA,  up  to  a  limit  of

 $2,  700  over  their  military  time.
 The  government  will  match  the
 contribution  with  $2  for  each

 $1  contributed.  A  person  on

 the  plan  may  quit  the  program

 at  the  end  of  any  12  month  per-

 iod.  Those  who  quit  get  their
 money  back  ''but  in  most  cases

 lose  their  rights  to  government
 benefits.  '  The  plan  is  a  five

 year  experiment  founded  by
 the  VA.  Afterwards,  recom-
 mendations  for  continuations

 will  be  made,  subject  to  con-

 gressional  approval,  with
 spending  under  the  Defense

 Department.

 VVAW's  position  on  this
 G  I  Bill  cutoff  and  alternate

 plan  is  that  it  is  an  out  and

 out  ripoff  and  the  most  severe
 attack  on  the  G  I  Bill  to  date.
 The  factors  with  which  we  de-

 termine  this  are  clear.

 Vets  will  be  screwed  out
 of  thousands  of  dollars  under

 this  plan.  Single  veterans  are
 currently  receiving  $292  a
 month,  which  reads  out  to

 $14,  140  if  all  45  months  of  the
 current  G  I  Bill  are  utilized.

 continued  on  page  12

 Finally,  the  election's  over
 and  we've  got  a  winner.  Jimmy

 Carter  says  he's  got  a  ''man-
 date''  based  ön  the  51%  of  the

 53%  of  eligible  voters  who  cast
 ballots  for  him  (which  means

 that  73%  of  the  eligible  voters
 didn't  vote  for  Carter).  And

 immediately  after  the  election
 was  over,  Carter  left  for  St.

 Simon,  a  resort  island  off  the

 coast  of  Georgia;  his  vice-

 president  elect,  Walter  Mon-
 dale,  was  vacationing  in  the

 Virgin  Islands.  And  the  defeat-
 ed  President  was  out  hob-nob-

 bing  with  his  rich  cronies  in

 Palm  Springs.  Meanwhile,  the
 electors,  the  millions  of  work-

 ing  people  in  this  country,  went

 on  with  their  back-breaking  jobs
 in  unsafe  factories,  or  back  to

 the  unemployment  lines,  going
 home  at  night  to  decaying,
 crime  -filled  neighborhoods  to

 hear  the  new  president  declare
 how  we  have  reached  ''national

 unity,  ''  how  the  ''will  of  the  peo-

 ple"  has  elected  him  our  ne
 President.

 Lots  of  people  were
 cal  about  these  election

 through  a  continuing  econ
 disaster,  and  have  heard  2

 the  thousands  of  flowery  pro-

 mises  that  politicians  will  pro-
 nounce  to  get  themselves  elect-
 ed.  There's  not  a  whole  lot  of

 faith  left  in  politicians  or  their
 tontinued  on  page  15

 Around  the  country,  VVAW

 chapters  are  taking  up  the  cam-
 paign  to  Free  Ashby  Leach,  In

 Norfoik,  Virginia,  there  have
 been  two  marches  to  Chessie

 facilities  in  order  to  leaflet  and

 talk  with  Chessie  employees.
 In  Veteran's  Day  marches  and
 demonstrations  from  Philadel-
 phia  to  San  Francisco,  there

 were  banners  demanding  ''Free
 Ashby  Leach,  '"  and  speeches

 which  pointed  out  how  Ashby  is
 an  example  both  of  how  veterans

 are  used  once  by  the  rich  to
 fight  their  wars  and  then  thrown
 away  once  the  use  has  been  suc-

 ked  out  of  them,  and  of  how  vets
 refuse  to  take  this  treatment

 lying  down.  Petitions  demand-
 ing  that  Leach  be  freed,  that

 veterans,  and  that  the  GI  Bill

 be  extended  and  expanded  are
 being  signed  in  cities  across

 the  nation.  And  chapters  and

 individuals  are  raising  funds  to

 pay  Ashby's  bond  and  help  to
 finance  his  legal  defense.

 “While  I  was  in  the  ’Nam  picking  up  the

 bodies  of  my  slain  and  mutilated  countrymen,

 the  Chessie  system  was  picking  up  the  pro-

 fits  from  a  stimulated  economy.  Then  when

 After  a  five-year-long
 struggle  to  get  his  veteran's

 benefits  from  the  Chessie  sys-

 tem  (a  corporate  conglomerate
 which  took  over  the  old  Ches-

 wer  building  in
 seizing  one

 holding  13

 r  9  hours.  In
 ational  me-

 stem  agreed

 sie  extend  all  ġenefits  of  the  GI
 Bill  to  its  vets'and,  that  past  em-
 ployees  who  have  been  cheated
 of  these  benefits  be  reimbur-

 sed.  Once  these  promises
 were  made,  Ashby  surrender-

 continued  on  page  2
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 ASHBY  LEACH

 continued  from  page  1

 ed;  outside  the  Terminal  Tow-
 er  a  crowd  of  thousands  had

 gathered,  many  raising  clen-

 ched  fists  and  cheering.  Ash-
 by  Leach  had  made  a  statement

 by  his  actions  that  not  just  vets
 but  everyone  else  who's  been
 pushed  around  and  messed  over

 by  the  system  could  take  as
 their  own.

 “The  corporate  policy  makers  of  the  Ches-

 sie  system  deplore  violence,  and  most  people

 do,  myself  included.  But  they  (the  railroad

 policy  makers)  will  use  their  lawyers,  lobby-

 As  soon  as  Ashby  Leach
 was  arrested,  however,  Ches-
 sie  immediately  reneged  on  all

 its  promises.  Working  hand  in
 hand  with  the  State  of  Ohio,

 Chessie  made  sure  that  Ashby

 was  arrested,  charged  with  16

 felonies  (13  kidnapping  charges)
 and  that  bond  was  set  at  an  as-

 tronomical  $450,  000.  To  avoid
 further  exposure  of  the  way

 they  had  been  treating  vets,

 Chessie  is  now  working  with

 the  state  again  in  trying  to  have

 Ashby  declared  "incompetent''
 or  "insane,  '  and  prevent  his

 case  from  coming  to  trial.

 Ashby  Leach  has  hurt  no

 -  one.  He4è  certainly  ângry,
 and  justifiably  so;  he's  not

 crazy,  butis  a  proud  man  de-
 termined  not  to  be  shoved  a  -

 round  by  the  big  corporations
 like  Chessie.  His  demands  are
 just.  And  that's  what  Chessie
 and  their  hired  politicians  and
 courts  can't  stand;  that  their

 filthy  lies  and  promises  have

 been  exposed.  What  happened

 “In  1971  when  they  fired  me  after  they

 told  me  that  I  could  have  a  leave  of  absence”

 to  go  to  school  on  the  CI  Bill.  1  was  mad  and

 I  was  writing  letters  and  protesting  stuff.  I

 wrote  Sen  Vance  IHartke  just  practically  beg-

 ging  him  ta  do  something  about  this  and  he

 didn't  even  answer  my  letters  even  as  he  is

 all  the  time  getting  up  in  Congress  saving

 how  importanl  ít  is  to  zive  the  railroads

 more  money.  how  they  are  the  backbone  of

 the  nation  and  economygsonding  nerve  yas
 across  Indiana  on  the  tilre

 daughter  a  job  with  the  R  ‘t

 know  nothing  about  Bis  stuff  abt  p  `
 ties,  campaigning,  an  stuff.  but  @lp:r

 running  into  this  figlft  with  Chessie  $s  f

 got  a  much  better  ffs  Eang  1  hal  's
 going  on  in  this  co  today  |  A  y
 it’s  not  just  Chessie.  =  5  tap

 And  this  is  @xactly  why  the
 ruling  class  has  come  down  so

 heavy  on  Ashby;  they  want  to
 turn  his  fighting  example  of  re-

 sistance  into  a  negative  exam-

 Page  2

 ple,  to  say  that  if  ygu  stand  up
 against  the  sysțem,  you'll  be
 crushed;  ifiyou  speak  up  for
 your  rights,  you'll  be  declared

 "crazy.  Ashby  Leach  isn't

 movement  is  growing  that  will
 further  expose  the  abuses  of

 this  system  against  veterans,

 build  on  the  fighting  spirit  that
 Ashby  Leach  showed  in  Chessie

 headquarters,  and  fight  like

 hell  to  get  him  out  of  jail--and
 keep  him  out.  (For  further  in-

 formation  about  the  long  strug-

 gle  of  Ashby  Leach  àågainst  the
 Chessie  system,  see  the  Octo-
 ber  issue  of  The  Veteran.)

 The  Chessie  system,  its
 treatment  cf  vets  and  the  lies

 that  are  behind  that  is  hanging
 out  all  over  the  place.  And,

 like  capitalists  everywhere,
 they  have  to  try  to  cover  up
 their  rotten  act.  The  most  re-
 cent  tactics  have  been  twofold:

 since  they  found  that  they  could-

 n't  just  stick  Ashby  away  in  the

 Cuyahoga  County  jail  and  wish

 him  to  disappear,  they  are  try-

 ing  to  help  the  courts  prove  that

 he  is  a  'schizoid  paranoic,  ''  hop-

 ing  that  if  they  can  'prove'  that

 they  can  see  him  put  away  in  an

 asylum  for  the  criminally  insane

 and  that  people  will  forget  about

 Ashby  and  his  fight.

 Their  second  tactic  is  to

 counterattack;  in  their  publica-
 tion  ''Chessie  Neéws'  (subtitled

 "For  the  Whole  Family'')  the

 front  two  pages  are  devoted  to

 an  article  entitled  "Disgruntled
 Ex-Apprentice  Quit  Job  With
 Another  Railroad  Before  Haras-

 sing  Chessie  Hostages.'  And
 the  next  three  pages  are  devot-
 ed  to  interviews  with  Chessie's

 "happy  vets,  '  all.of  whom,  ac-

 cording  to  the  publication,  are

 delighted  with  their  jobs  and
 with  the  way  Chessie  is  treat-

 ing  its  veterans.  As  icing  on

 the,  cake,  Chessie  arranged
 ith  the  West  Virginia  VFW,

 va  aithful  parrot  of  the  i-
 politics  of  the  ruling

 o  give  Chessie  an  a-

 Or  its  exceptional  record
 g  vets.

 me  vf  what  the  Chezcsie

 says  in  its  publication

 is  distorted;  some  is  simple
 lies.  They  quote  Ashby  Leach's
 wife  as  saying  that  ''He  believes

 he  is  doing  it  for  all  the  other
 Vietnam  veterans.  Chessie

 ;  deas  a

 class

 comments,  "Although  Leach
 has  claimed  that  his  'campaign'
 was  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  vet-

 erans,  there  is  no  evidence  that

 he  has  ever  spoken  for  anyone
 other  than  himself.  '  And  how

 about  the  2000  people  who  sup-
 ported  him  outside  the  Termi-
 nal  Tower?  And  what  about

 vets  all  over  the  country  who
 feel  the  effects  of  the  economic

 crisis  as  the  government  tries
 to  push  the  burden  on  us  with
 cuts  in  the  GI  Bill,  wretched

 VA  healthcare,  no  jobs.  The
 "happy  and  contented  vets''  who

 love  the  Chessie  system?  Well,
 maybe  some  of  them  do,  But
 it's  also  true  that  the  13  hos-

 tages  originally  said  they  had

 been  treated  well;  only  after
 the  Chessie  officers  had  talked

 with  them  (no  doubt  pointing

 out  whg  had  the  power  to  fire

 them)  did  a  couple  of  them  dis-
 cover  that  they  had  been  mis-

 treated  by  Ashby  Leach,

 The  media  has  also  been

 used  by  Chessie;  Cleveland
 papers  have  been  consistently
 attempting  to  portray  Ashby  as
 crazy.  The  fact  that  the  Cleve-

 land  Plain  Dealer,  the  largest
 paper  in  the  city,  is  owned  by
 Cyrus  Eaton,  Chairman  of  the
 Board  Emeritus  of  Chessie  is

 never  mentioned,  of  course.

 “Its  not  our  fault  (vets)  that  the  war  was

 such  a  bloody  bummer.  It’s  not  our  fault.

 Ind  if  people  want  to  take  it  out  on  some-

 body.  .  well  then  they  should  take  it  out

 on  those  who  profitted  from  the  conflict

 and  that  was  corporations  like  Faton  and

 not  big  dummies  like  me  and  the  other  mil-

 lions  of  people  who  went  into  the  military

 and  did  what  they  were  supposed  to  do.”

 And  the  courts,  which  have

 always  responded  when  their

 strings  are  pulled  by  the  rich
 and  powerful,  appointed  4s  ať-

 torney  a  corporate  lawyer  with
 offices  in  the  Terminal  Tower,

 After  being  "counselled"  by
 the  court-appointed  attorney  to
 take  any  "deal"  that  the  prose  -

 cution  might  offer,  Ashby  Leach

 during  a  pre-trial  hearing  on
 November  17th,  requested  his

 own  attorney.  Since  there  was

 no  way  to  deny  this  request,  a

 new  attorney  was  appointed  and
 immediately  asked  for  reduc-

 tion  in  the  ridiculously  high

 $450,000  bond.  And  found  that

 the  court-appointed  attorney
 had  never  bothered  to  make  that

 simple  legal  request,  but  was

 instead  carrying  out  the  desires

 of  the  Chessie  system  to  make

 sure  that  Ashby  did  not  get  out
 on  bond.  As  a  result  of  the  new

 reduced  from  $450,  000  to  $100,

 000;  working  through  a  bonds-

 man,  itis  now  possible  for  Ash-

 by  Leach  to  be  out  of  jail  pend-

 ing  trial  for  $5000,

 The  immediate  tasks  fac-

 ing  VVAW  are  to  raise  the  mon-

 ey  for  bond  so  Ashby  can  be  out

 of  jail,  to  continue  to  build  na-

 tionwide  support  for  his  defense,

 and  to  raise  the  money  needed

 to  pay  for  his  legal  defense.  Al-

 ready  the  Milwaukee  chapter  of

 VVAW  is  asking  people  who

 sign  the  Ashby  Leach  petition
 to  contribute  a  dollar  toward

 his  bond,  and  other  chapters

 of  VVAW  will  be  doing  similar

 fund-raising.  Contributions
 can  be  mailed  to  the  Ashby
 Leach  Defense  Committee,  PO
 Box  09100,  Cleveland,  Ohio
 44109.  To  get  copies  of  the
 petition  or  for  more  informa-

 tion  on  how  you  can  help  to
 build  the  defense,  contact  the

 Defense  Committee,  the  VVAW

 National  Office,.  or  the  local

 VVAW  chapter.

 ON  THANKSGIVING  DAY

 ASHBY  LEACH  WAS  FREED
 FROM  THE  CUYAHOGA
 COUNTY  JAIL  WHEN  HIS

 FAMILY  RAISED  THE  $5000
 FOR  HIS  BOND,  WHILE
 THIS  IS  A  GREAT  BEGIN-

 NING,  MORE  FUNDS  ARE
 DESPARATELY  NEEDED
 TO  BUILD  ASHBY  'S  DE-

 FENSE.

 the  VETERAN
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 On  November  20th,  over

 2200  people  attended  a  day  long

 conference  in  New  York  City
 on  the  International  Situation,
 War,  Révolution,  and  the  Inter-

 national  tasks  of  the  Ame  rican
 people.  Called  for  and  spon-
 sored  by  a  wíde  range  of  promi-

 nent  individuals  and  political

 organizations,  including  VVAW,
 the  conference  met  to  clarify
 the  issues  named  in  the  theme

 of  the  conference  and  to  openly
 view  the  major  political  trends

 in  the  US  today,  in  light  of  the
 current  world  situation.

 The  conference  was  called

 as  an  important  step  to  broaden

 and  sharpen  the  debate  on  the

 International  situation,  to  put
 the  different  views  and  ideas

 out  squarely  and  clearly.  The
 various  forces  that  attended

 see  the  world  today  in  great
 turmoil  with  the  contradictions

 and  struggles  sharpening  on
 all  continents,  in  all  countries.

 ,  Major  questions,  which
 can  mean  life  or  death  for  mil-

 lions  of  people  were  addressed.
 Where  does  the  threat  of  war

 come  from?  What  is  the  role

 of  the  US  and  the  USSR?  Of

 Shina?  Of  Cuba?  And  what

 are  the  duties  and  tasks  of  the

 American  people  in  the  interna-

 tional  struggle  against  imper-

 ialism  and  oppression?

 These  questions,  how  they
 relate  to  the  American  people,

 how  they  relate  to  the  world's

 the  VETERAN

 people,  particularly  in  various
 geographical  arēêas,  were  dis-
 cussed  in  a  realistic  way  as  they

 apply  to  our  everyday  lives.
 Based  on  the  experience  of  the

 great  movement  that  we,  the

 American  people,  built  against
 the  war  in  Vietnam,  many  of

 these  same  forces  who  stood  up

 and  fought  the  US  ruling  class  in

 the  1960's  and  early  70's  came

 together,  putting  forward  differ-
 ent  analyses,  different  answers,
 different  directions  for  our  ac-

 tions.  The  conference  was  a
 tremendous  event  that  brought
 out  these  differences  and  clari-

 fied  the  different  trends  in  the

 US  and  world  today,  pointing  the
 way  forward  in  our  work.  There

 were  four  predominant  political

 lines  that  ran  throughout  the

 speeches,  workshops  and  de-
 bates  of  the  conference.  Itwas
 those  major  positions  and  the

 raging  debate  around  them  that

 brought  life  and  enthusiasm  to
 the  entire  conference.

 To  an  overflow  crowd,  many
 of  whom  had  to  have  the  sound

 piped  in  since  they  could  not  get
 into  the  main  room,  three  main

 speakers  during  the  morning  ses-
 sion  of  the  conference  put  for-

 ward  three  of  the  main  positions

 concerning  the  situation  in  the

 world  today.  And  these  main
 positions,  with  all  kinds  of  var-

 iation,  flowed  through  each  of

 the  workshops  during  the  after-

 noon,  and  were  present  again

 during  the  debate  in  the  evening.

 One  morning  speaker,  Eq-

 bal  Ahmad,  began  by  saying  that
 he  wasn't  committed  to  any  ''pos-
 itioń'  on  the  world  sitúation.  He

 went  on  with  a  speech  that,made
 it  clear  that  he  saw  the  U  nited

 States,  despite  its  being  weaken-
 ed  by  its  defeat  in  Indochina  was

 the  main  danger  to  the  people  of

 the  world  today;  the  Soviet  U-
 nion,  he  said,  while  it  is  a  ris-

 ing  power,  still  has  many  pro  -

 gressive  aspects  to  its  positions.
 The  US  and  the  Soviet  Union,  he

 said,  are  in  a  struggle  for  the

 "status  quo  to  change  through
 detente.'  War,  he  seemed  to
 say,  is  a  planned  policy  -of  a
 bunch  of  evil  men  who  run  the

 country--as  if  a  new  group  of
 leaders  could  somehow  prevent

 another  war  if  just  they  really
 wanted  to  avoid  it.

 Unfortunately,,  the  world

 isn't  that  simple.  Imperialism,
 such  as  that  which  the  US  ruling
 class  fosters  or  which  their

 counterparts,  in  the  Soviet  Union

 follow,  is  not  a  matter  of  ''pol-

 icy''--instead,  there  are  laws
 which  dictate  how  imperialism

 develops  and  survives.  Pri-
 mary  among  these  laws  is  the

 one  which  says  that  imperialists

 must  "expand  or  die''--they

 must  keep  growing,  sucking  <  `

 more  and  more  profits  out  of

 their  workers  and  exploit  more
 and  more  workers  around  the

 world,  or  else  they  will  col-

 lapse.  And  when  there  are  two

 imperialist  powers,  both  try-
 ing  to  grab  all  the  resources
 and  workers  in  the  world,
 there  is  contention.  And  that  |
 contention  will  inevitably  lead
 to  war.

 The  reason  behind  this,
 which  Mr  Ahmad  refused  to  re-

 cognize,  is  that  the  Soviet  Un-

 ion,  once  a  socialist  country,

 has,  since  1954,  been  moving
 more  and  more  into  capitalism.

 Like  the  US,  there  is  now  a  ru-
 ling  class  in  the  Soviet  Union--

 it's  not  for  nothing  that  Brezh-
 nev  gets  expensive  föreign  cars
 as  'gifts'  from  rulers  of  other

 capitalist  countries,  or  that  the
 Soviet  rulers  run  off  to  their

 "dachas'  (resort  estates)  just
 like  Jimmy  Carter  or  Gerald
 Ford.

 In  the  afternoon  workshops

 the  same  political  position  came

 out  again  and  again.  In  the

 workshop  on  Angola,  for  in  -

 stance,  this  political  position
 said  that  the  Soviet  Union  was

 right  in  there  supporting  liber-

 ation  struggle  of  the  Angolan
 people,  never  pointing  out  that

 the  Soviet  Union  was,  like  the
 US,  trying  to  gain  as  much  of  a
 political  and  economic  foothold

 as  possible  and  using  Cuban

 troops  to  secure  their  position.

 Another  political  position

 wasproclimed  at  the  morning
 session,  and  throughout  the  con-

 ference,  by  William  Hinton,  one-

 time  chairperson  of  the  US-Chi-

 na  Peoples  Friendship  Associa-
 tion.  Although  covered  over  by
 all  kinds  of  subtleties  and  quali-

 fications,  Hinton's  position
 seemed  to  be  just  the  reverse

 of  the  first  position  described--

 that,  although  the  US  was  a  dan-

 gerous  imperialist  power,  and
 although  it  was  still  the  primary
 enemy  of  the  people  in  the  US,

 worldwide  the  Soviet  Union,  be-  | cause  itis  the  rising  imperial-
 ist  power,  is  tħe  main  danger
 today  and  the  main  source  from
 which  will  arise  the  next  world war.  x  :

 In  the  real  world  what  this

 position  comes  down  to  is  to
 side  with  the  rulers  of  the  US

 against  the  ruling  class  of  the
 Soviet  Union.  When  a  new  war

 comes,  the  American  people
 should  rally  to  the  banner  of  the

 EEE  ——nU  `
 continued  on  page  13
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 From  the  beginning  of  the

 September  Ford  Motor  Co.

 strike  and  continuing  through
 the  Chrysler  and  GM  battles  of
 October  and  November,  rank

 and  file  autoworkers  have  put

 up  a  stiff  fight  not  to  have  sell-

 out  contracts  pushed  down  their
 throats.

 After  a  strike  of  4  weeks,

 United  Auto  Workers  (  UAW)

 top  officials  signed  a  contract

 with  the  Ford  Motor  Company
 that  stunk.  The  shorter  work

 week  is  a  shuck,  13  more  days

 off  spread  over  three  years,

 but  five  less  paid  days  at  Christ-
 mas  vacation  over  the  life  of  the

 contract.  The  highly  advertised
 "jobs  for  the  unemployed,  '  sup-

 posedly  created  by  some  extra

 days  off,  will  go  up  in  smoke

 as  the  contract  dumps  certain
 restrictions  on  forced  overtime.

 At  the  same  time,  costof  liv-

 ing(COLA)  money  is  taken

 from  active  workers'  paychecks

 to  give  $600  to  retireees,  who

 didn't  even  end  up  with  COLA

 on  their  pensions.  The  wage  in-
 crease  is  pitiful,  3%  a  year

 with  only  11  cents  new  money

 and  more  part-timers,  less
 union  rights  for  probationaries.

 Ford  workers,  who  struck

 over  real  grievances  like  wages,
 speed-up,  forced  overtime  and

 others,  nearly  rejected  the  con-
 tract.  A  40%  'No'  vote  by  pro-
 duction  workers  was  one  of  the

 largest  rejection  votes  in  UAW

 history--and  11  plants  voted  it

 down  altogether,  staying  out
 over  local  issues.  This  vote
 margin  was  even  tighter  among
 skilled  trades  (and  in  some

 places  the  vote  was  stolen  out-

 right  as  more  ''yes'  votes  were
 recorded  than  even  voted).  In

 some  locals,  workers  walked
 out  in  disgust  as  the  UAW  In-
 ternational  tried  to  whitewash

 the  sellout  and  some  UAW  rank

 and  file  stood  in  the  aisles  of

 union  meetings  ripping  up  their

 copies  of  the  proposed  agree-

 ment.  -
 From  the  beginning  of  the

 struggle,  the  UAW  top  leader-

 ship  did  its  best  to  disorganize
 and  demoralize  the  rank  and

 file,  to  confuse  the  issues  of
 the  strike  and  to  set  workers

 up  for  the  kill.  This  was  the
 only  way  they  could  accomplish
 the  sellouts.

 But  there  were  also  some

 big  victories  in  the  strike.

 Through  the  course  of  their

 A  a a  a  Na  i  "^ +.  ,

 struggle  Ford  workers  came  to
 understand  much  more  clearly

 that  they're  up  against  a  two-  »
 headed  monster--not  only  the

 company,  but  also  a  handful  of

 traitors  heading  up  their  union.

 Unity,  especially  between

 skilled  and  production,  and  be-

 tween  Black  and  white  grew,
 and  the  rank  and  file  became  `

 more  organized.

 Much  of  this  was  due  to  the

 efforts  of  Auto  Workers  United

 to  Fight  in  '  76(AWUF),  a  rank

 and  file  group  working  within
 the  UAW.  Beginning  last  Feb-

 ruary,  the  group  worked  to  ex-
 pose  how  UAW  president  Wood-
 cock's  talk  about  shorter  work

 weeks  was  an  attempt  to  side-
 track  the  rank  and  file  and  a-
 void  real  issues.  Before  the
 strike  AWUF  advanced  a  set  of

 contract  demands  that  did  deal
 with  real  needs  of  auto  workers

 around  the  contract,  encourag-

 ing  workers  to  fight  for  those
 demards  and  build  organization
 to  do  it.  AWUF  used  leaflets,

 demonstrations,  and  press  con-
 ferences  to  put  a  harsh  light  on
 the  maneuvers  of  the  UAW  ne-

 gotiators,  exposing  the  ugly
 facts  about  the  contract  terms

 even  before  the  final  t>uches

 were  put  on  it.

 Most  importantly;  AWUF

 took  on  the  problem  of  a  phony
 strike.  When  the  Ford  workers
 went  out,  the  UAW  leadership
 made  no  attempt  to  shut  Ford

 down  tight,  allowing  Canadian

 Ford  plants  to  continue  produc-

 tion,  not  setting  up  24  hour  pic-
 kets,  and  allowing  outside  con-
 tractors,  foremen  and  salaried

 F

 personnel  into  the  plants  to
 work.  AWUF  organized  a  num-
 ber  of  different  actions  and  join-
 eð  in  others  to  build  the  strike.

 They  organized  pickets  that  no
 one  dared  cross,  helped  shut
 down  a  Ford  complex  the  UAW

 International  had  ordered  to  con-

 tinue  working.
 ganized  the  rank  and  file  around
 the  whole  battle  around  con-

 tracts.

 AWUF  helped  to  focus  the

 anger  of  thousands  of  auto  work-

 ers.  During  its  nine  month  ex-

 istence,  it  has  grown  from  a
 couple  of  chapters  in  the  Detroit

 area  to  22  chapters  nationwide

 today.

 The  sellout  nature  of  the

 union  leadership,  and  the

 lengths  they  were  willing  to  go
 in  order  to  get  over  was  seen
 at  Chrysler.  Workers  there
 were  kept  in  the  dark  about  the

 progress  of  their  negotiations
 until  a  half-hour  before  the

 strike  deadline.  They  had  been

 told  in  almost  every  plarnit  that
 if  either  the  national  or'the  lo-

 cal  contract  was  not  settled  by

 the  deadline,  the  plant  would  go
 on  strike.  But  the  top  union  of-

 ficials  changed  their  tune  just
 before  the  strike  dcadline  and
 told  everybody  to  stay  on  the

 job  even  though  the  majority  of
 local  contracts  were  not  settled

 and  the  national  agreement  was

 not  fully  worked  out.  When,  on

 November  5,  the  Chrysler  work-
 ers  were  handed  the  terms  of

 the  sellout  agreement,  pattern-
 ed  after  the  Ford  contract,
 30,  000  workers  wildcatted.

 This  was  the  largest  wildcat  in

 the  history  of  the  auto  industry.
 UAW  officials  were  so  afraid

 of  a  '"No'  vote  they  held  the  rat-
 ification  vote  in  the  plants,  hop-

 ing  for  a  larger  ''yes'  turnout.
 Even  then,  33%  of  production

 workers  and  39%  of  skilled
 trades  voted  ''no.  ''

 The  UAW  officials  stalled

 around  the  GM  contract  battle.

 Thursday,  November  18  at  5PM.
 But  when  the  deadline  came  a-

 round,  instead  of  a  company-
 wide  shutdown,  the  internation-

 al  called  for  a  ''mini-strike,  ''

 closing  only  sixteen  of  GM's

 119  plants.  The  idea  was  to
 shutdown  sixteen  different

 plants  for  four  days  (Friday

 through  Monday)  until  a  settle-
 ment  was  reached.  The  initial
 16  plants  hit  were  not  the  ones

 that  really  damaged  GM  pro-
 ducfion  but  those  which  the  UAW

 leadership  felt  were  most  firm-

 ly  in  the  grip  of  their  chosen
 hacks.  But  the  strike  itself  on-

 ly  lasted  some  13  hours,  when
 a  settlement  was  announced

 following  the  lines  of  the  Ford

 agreement.  Included  in  this
 sellout  is  an  exchange  of  letters

 from  the  union  and  GM,  saying
 that  GM  will  neither  'discour-

 age  nor  encourage''  the  union's

 effort  to  organize  its  plants  in
 the  South,  and  on  the  union's

 part,  that  they  won't  badmouth

 GM  ''as  an  organization  nor  its

 representatives  as  individuals.  ''
 The  ratification  vote  for  this

 contract  is  set  for  December

 6th.  :
 The  gains  made  so  far  in

 rank  and  file  organization  and

 understanding  in  the  course  of
 these  '76  auto  contract  battles

 have  significance  for  the  entire

 working  class,  The  struggle
 shows  it's  possible  to  fight  the

 two-headed  company  /union-
 traitor  monster,  even  when  one

 part  is  as  entrenched  and  cen-

 tralized  as  the  top  UAW  officials,

 and  make  headway.  Of  course,
 the  capitalists  are  not  going  to
 settle  in  and  wait  for  thiš  con-

 solidation  to  take  place.  Al-
 ready  AWUF  is  under  sharp  at-

 tack  in  some  areas,  hit  by  fir-

 ings,  goon  tactics  and  red-bait-
 ing.  But  the  auto  workers'

 struggle  is  growing  and  with  a
 leadership  that  unites  all  who

 can  be  united  against  the  real
 enemies  of  the  workers,  these

 difficulties,  too,  will  be  over-
 come.

 Page  the  VETERAN
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 BAY  AREA  VVAW
 HITS  NAVY  ANIV.

 VA  Approved  Dumping  Ground

 Dısabled  Vets

 Housed  in  Filth

 Eighteen  disabled  veterans,

 ranging  in  age  from  40-60,

 were  found  living  ih  a  rundown,

 filthy  hotel  that  St  Louis  police
 admit  is  a  major  point  for  nar-

 cotics  distribution  ($2,  000  per

 day)  in  that  city.  The  vets  are
 living  there  with  Veterans  Ad-

 ministration  (VA)  knowledge
 and  approval.

 On  October  9-11,  the  US

 Navy  held  its  200th  Birthday
 Open  House  in  San  Francisco  at

 Pier  23,  with  10  warships,
 drill  teams,  displays  and  a  lot
 of  free  literature  about  how

 great  it  is  to  join  the  navy.  The
 Bay  Area  Chapter  of  VVAW  saw

 this  whole  display  as  a  real  at-

 tack,  especially  on  youth  and

 unemployed  workefs  who  are

 bombarded  daily  in  the  ħigh
 schools  and  unemployment  of-

 fices  with  slick  "The  Navy--
 Not  Just  a  Job...An  Adventure''

 pitches  from  recruiters.  VVAW

 decided  to  go  and  tell  people  ex-
 actly  what  kind  of  adventure

 they're  talking  about--about  how
 a  lot  of  VVAW  members  went  in

 to  get  job  training  or  experience
 or  to  earn  a  few  bucks  since

 there  weren't  any  jobs  in  civil-

 ian  life,  and  how  we  ended  up
 in  Vietnam  fighting  a  war  for

 the  rich.  The  chapter  wrote  up
 a  leaflet  and  went  to  Pier  23.

 There  were  busloads  of

 high  school  students  from  all

 ——  ONE  YEAR,  $6

 SUSTAINERS

 The  vets,  unable  to  care
 for  themselves  and  for  the

 most  part  unaware  of  their  sit-

 uation,  live  amid  roaches,  fil-

 thy  bathrooms,  trash  on  the

 floors,  crumbling  walls  and

 ceilings  and  general  conditions

 that  should  mark  the  building

 for  condemnation.  In  the  past
 6  months  there  have  been  50

 narcotics-related  arrests,  a
 murder,  and  a  recent  raid  that

 netted  3,  000  pills  of  various

 types  and  50  packets  of  heroin.

 When  questioned,  the  VA's
 response  was  even  more  dis-

 gusting.  'You  and  I  wouldn't
 want  to  live  there,  '  said  Eu-

 gene  Heitman,  chief  of  Field

 Investigations  Service  for  the
 VA,  '"but  the  men  are  comfor-

 table.'  "You'd  be  surprised,  ''
 he  further  stated,  "but  this  is
 the  kind  of  life  that  suits  them.''
 Heitman  went  on  to  say  that
 when  shocking  conditions  are

 found  in  vets'  housing,  efforts
 are  made  to  move  the  disabled

 vets.  'ButI  wouldn't  call  the
 hotel  shocking,  '"  he  said.

 over  Northern  California  and  a

 lot  of  sightseers.  The  vets  got
 into  a  lot  of  good  raps  with  peo-

 ple  telling  them  why  we  say  we
 won't  fight  another  rich  man's
 war--how  the  rich  use  the  work-

 ing  class  to  fight  for  them  and
 then  we  come  home  and  find  the

 "national  honor"  they  talk  about

 (which  many  didn't  fall  for  in

 the  first  place)  is  really  unem-

 ployment  lines  and  misery  for

 millions  of  working  people  under

 during  all  of  this,  the  rich  get
 richer.

 On  the  following  week,  once

 again  exposing  the  recruiter's
 lies,  12  VVAW  members  held

 a  small  but  militant  picket  line
 in  front  of  the  San  Francisco  °

 VA,  putting  them  on  notice  that

 vets  aren't  going  to  stand  for
 all  the  jive  red  tape,  cutbacks,
 cutoffs,  attendance  rules  etc

 that  they're  using  to  get  vets

 off  the  GI  Bill.  There  was  good

 response  from  VA  workers

 (many  of  whom  are  vets  them-

 selves)  and  vets  going  in  to  deal

 with  some  kind  of  VA  related  Thomas  H.  Simmons,
 Chief  of  Social  Works  at  the  VA

 hospitals  in  St  Louis  said  that
 he  is  aware  of  the  conditions  at

 the  hotel  on  Natural  Bridge
 Avenue  and  that  the  VA  isn't

 referring  vets  there  anymore.

 As  for  the  vets  currently  living
 there,  Simmons  said,  'It's  an
 unfortunate  situation.  I  feel

 INSTITUTIONS,$15

 I  would  like  to  become  part  of

 I  will  contribute  $

 bad  about  it.  We're  carefully
 looking  into  it.  '  Simmons  fur-
 ther  admitted  that  social  work

 ers  in  his  office  approved  the
 hotel  and  had  recommended  it

 to  the  legal  guardians.  of  the

 vets.  Simmons  then  passed
 the  buck  of  bettering  lives  of
 vets  on  to  the  shoulders  of  their

 legal  guardians.

 Iwould  like  to  contribute

 the  VETERAN

 This  is  where  an  elected  of-

 ficial,  St  Louis  Public  Adminis-
 trator  Charles  Deeba  enters  the

 picture.  One  of  the  official

 guardians  for  the  vets,  the

 "good  public  servant''  Deeba  ad-

 minsters  heirless  property  and

 sometimes  serves  as  a  guardian
 for  mental  incompentents.  Eight
 of  the  vets  in  the  hotel  never

 see  their  disability  or  pension

 checks.  The  checks  go  to  Dee-
 ba  who  pays  the  men's  room

 and  board.  The  money  left  over

 is  put  into  an  interest-bearing
 account  under  Deeba's  name.

 Deeba  was  not  available  for

 comments,  but  had  his  secre-

 tary  give  his  ''explanation.  ''
 She  said  that  no  effort  has  been

 made  to  move  the  men,  ''be-
 cause  there  have  been  no  com-

 plaints.  They  can't  get  into
 nursing  homes.  There's  no
 place  to  take  them.  They  drink
 and  they're  not  clean.  ''

 Further  investigation  will
 no  doubt  show  that  Deeba  has  a

 comfortable,  not  to  mention

 profitable,  arrangement  with
 the  hotel  owners.

 VVAW's  position  is  clear
 on  this  situation.  We'd  like

 the  heads  of  Heitman,  Simmons,
 Deeba  and  their  associates  --

 all  those  scum-sucking  SOB's
 who  profit  from  the  misery  of
 vets  in  St  Louis.

 But  it  doesn't  stop  there.

 These  small  time  punks  are

 just  one  local  example  of  thou-
 sands  like  them  around  the

 country  sheltered  by  the  VA

 and  the  state  and  city  govern-
 ments,  draining  the  blood  out  -
 of  veterans  of  all  eras.

 We're  not  helpless  and  we
 won't  remain  silent  about  this

 or  any  other  outrage  against  us.
 We  point  the  blame  at  the  VA
 and  at  the  rich  who  control  it

 and  every  other  part  of  the  gov-
 ernment.  We  say  loud  and

 clear  that  our  enemy  is  among

 us,  the  ruling  class  who  sent  | us  off  to  fight  their  wars  and
 then  dump  us  out  with  the  morn-

 ing  garbage  when  they're
 through  with  us.

 We  certainly  would  like  to
 be  able  to  'administer'  to  these

 creeps  like  Heitman,  Simmons

 and  Deeba  ourselves;  revenge
 would  be  sweet.  But  in  the  end

 the  only  real  solution  to  this  and
 the  other  rotten  conditions  im-

 posed  on  us  is  when  the  masses

 of  people  bring  down  this  whole
 rotten  system  that  breeds  rats

 like  these  guys.
 KA
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 'On  October  5,  the  General

 Accounting  Office  (GAO),  a  con-

 gresssional  agency  which  does
 investigations  into  the  function-

 ing  of  the  executive  branch,  re-
 leased  a  secret  report  which

 exposes  the  carefully  fabrica-
 ted  lies  about  the  Mayaguez  in-

 cident  of  May  12,  1975.

 The  Mayaguez  was  the
 name  of  a  US  container  ship.
 Just  after  the  US  had  been  run

 out  of  Vietnam  and  Cambodia,

 the  ship  was  seized  by  the  new
 revolutionary  Cambodian  gov-

 ernment  for  sailing  in  their
 territorial  waters.  The  ship
 was  60  miles  from  mainland

 Cambodia  but  within  8  miles  of

 some  islands  owned  by  Cam-
 bodia.  The  Cambodians  sus-
 pected  the  ship  of  spying,  not

 surprising  considering  the  long

 history  of  US  aggression  again-

 st  the  people  of  Cambodia.
 Almost  immediately  the

 US  government  reacted.  Pres-
 ident  Ford  declared  the  'Na-

 tional  honor''  was  at  stake.  All

 the  leading  politicians,  from
 Ted  Kennedy  to  Barry  Goldwa-

 ter  quickly  forgot  their  'differ-
 ences"  on  'who  lost  Indochina''

 and  joined  in  the  war  cries.
 The  Navy  hurried  in  an  air-
 craft  carrier  and  several  des-

 troyers  to  the  scene  and  re-

 seized  the  ship  and  crew.  At
 the  same  time,  Marines  were
 mobilized.  from  Okinawa  and

 moved  to  Thailand  to  launch

 an  air  assault  invasion  of  the

 Cambodian  island  of  Tang.  And
 the  Air  Force  bombed  the  Cam-

 bodian  mainland  destroying  oil

 storage  tanks,  and  straffing
 Cambodian  boats,  sinking  sev-
 eral.

 The  whole  affair  was  front

 page  news  worldwide.  A  politi-
 cal  point  was  being  made  both

 to  the  people  of  the  US  and  to

 people  around  the  world.  'We
 may  have  lost  in  Vietnam  and
 Cambodia,  '  the  US  rulers  said,

 "but  we're  still  militarily  strong

 and  we  won't  be  pushed  around

 by  anyone,  anywhere."  (As
 Barry  Goldwater  put  it,  'No

 half-ass  nation  can  push  us  a-

 round.  ')  It  was  also  a  big  at-

 tempt  by  the  US  rulers  to  win
 back  some  of  the  support  among

 the  American  people  for  their

 military  adventures,  support
 which  had  greatly  eroded  during
 the  Indochina  War.

 At  the  time  of  the  incident

 the  US  government  did  all  it
 could  to  distort  the  truth  and

 keep  the  facts  of  the  incident
 from  becoming  known.  Initial-

 ly  it  was  claimed  that  only  ''light
 casualtiés'  were  taken  by  the

 Marines  in  attacking  the  island;

 a  couple  of  days  later  the  figures
 were  17  killed  and  a  total  of  40

 casualties.  But  eventually  the
 "facts  became  known:  out  of  ele-

 ments  of  two  infantry  companies

 which  took  part  in  the  attack,
 41  men  were  killed  and  70  more

 were  wounded.  This  means
 that  more  men  were  killed  than

 the  entire  crew  of  the  Mayaguez

 ship  and  that’there  were  enough
 casualties  so  that  one  of  the

 companies  was  completely  wi-
 ped  out  as  a  combat  force.  But

 the  government  told  us  it  was  a

 "necessary  sacrifice'  in  order
 to  prevent  ''piracy'  on  the  open
 seas.

 This  new  GAO  report  re-

 ed  rulers  will  go  in  order  to  _
 prop  up  their  international  poli-

 tical  image.  The  report  tells
 how  the  US  government  paid  no
 attention  to  the  fact  that  the

 Cambodian  government  had  in-

 dicated  its  willingness  to  settle

 the  question  by  diplomatic
 means  and  that  several  neutral

 governments  were  already  in

 the  process  of  securing  the  re-

 lease  of  the  ship  and  its  crew.

 The  report  goes  on  to  tell  how

 diplomatic  efforts  hours  before
 the  Marine  attack  was  launched,

 and,  that  the  crew  had  been  spot-

 Raid  Va =
 KILLS  BUGS  DEAD

 WE  WaT  FiqR  |!

 *  VVAW  P" i

 On  October  10  about  40

 people  attended  an  open  forum
 and  debate  sponsored  by  the

 Milwaukee  Chapter  of  VVAW.

 The  chapter  hâd  challenged  the
 Democrats  and  the  VFW  to  de-

 bate  the  issue  of  amnesty  after
 Carter  had  made  it  an  election

 issue  with  his  limited  pardon

 speech  to  the  American  Legion

 in  August,  and  the  question  a-

 bout  amnesty  during  the  first
 Presidential  Debate.

 As  the  leaflet  put  out  by

 the  chapter  said,  '"VVAW,  a-

 ted  on  their  way  back  to  the

 ship  by  -Air  Force  pilots.  Des-

 pite  this  information,  it  was  de-
 cided  to  launch  this  'rescue''

 attempt.  ‘This  left  the  Marines
 to  attack  the  island  even  though

 top  Washington  officials  knew

 the  Mayaguez  crew  was  not
 there,  and  in  fact  the  crew  it-
 self  was  fired  on  and  almost

 shot  out  of  the  water  by  the  US

 Air  Force.
 All  df  this  is  even  more

 outrageous  because  the  infor-
 mation  which  has  now  come  out
 has  been  known  in  the  inner

 circles  of  government  since

 the  Mayaguez  incident  took
 place.  The  only  reason  for  the

 long  with  hundreds  of  thousands

 of  American  people  demand  Uni-

 versal,  Unconditional  Amnesty
 for  All  War  Resisters.  Car-
 ter's  pardon  would  only  affect
 50,  000  out  of  over  1  million

 Americans  in  need  of  amnesty,
 including  650,000  less-than-
 honorable  discharged  vets,

 30,  000  military  deserters,  and
 227,000  draft  violators.  But
 our  differences  go  far  beyond
 mere  numbers.  Amnesty  more
 than  anything  else  speaks  to  the
 crux  of  the  war  in  Indochina

 and  the  ability  of  the  rich  to

 send  us  off  to  fight  for  them  in
 the  future."

 The  Democrats  sent  the

 head  of  the  Carter/Mondale

 Campaign  Committee  for  the
 State  of  Wisconsin.  From  the

 beginning  it  was  clear  that  this

 guy  was  perfect  to  represent
 Carter  and  the  class  he  serves.
 He  talked  out  of  both  sides  of

 his  mouth,  wishy-washy  as
 hell,  and  spent  as  much  time

 promoting  himself  and  his  ac-

 facts  to  be  made  public  now  is

 the  political  infighting  surround-

 ing  the  Ford-Carter  president-
 ial  debates.  The  day  after  the

 GAO  report  was  released,  Ford
 and  Carter  had  their  nationally

 televised  debate  on  foreign  po-
 licy.

 The  Mayaguez  incident  was

 not  about  saving  the  lives  of  the

 Mayaguez  sailors--they  were
 almost  killed  by  our  own  govern-

 ment.  The  Mayaguez  incident
 is  another  example  of  how  the
 lives  of  the  common  GI's  ''don't

 mean  nothin'  to  the  vicious  ru-

 lers  of  this  country  who  will  go

 tò  any  extremes  in  pursuit  of

 their  imperialist  ínterests.

 complishments  as  he  did  pro-

 moting  his  candidate.

 As  it  ended  up,  the  debate
 spent  more  time  on  the  whole

 question  of  the  elections  and

 whether  we  should  vote,  put

 our  faith  in  the  system  to  bring

 about  a  change,  or  whether  we

 should  rely  on  our  own  strength

 and  struggle  as  the  only  way  to

 win  anything.

 For  the  vets,  workers,

 students  and  yóöuth  who  attended
 the  debate,  it  was  a  lesson  in
 the  real  world  about  the  elec-

 tion  jive--clearer  than  any  dis-

 cussions  could  have  brought
 out.  When  we'd  finished  with

 the  Democrat's  flunkey,  he

 thanked  us  for  inviting  him  and
 almost  ran  fər  the  door.

 UNIVERSAL,

 UNCONDITIONAL

 AMNESTY
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 of  one-time  aid  to  Vietnam  dur-

 ing  the  war,  making  Iran  the

 single  largest  recipient  of  US

 During

 Iran,  a  billion  dollar  deal,  in-

 SAVAK  agents  in  the  US.

 In  the  early  morning  hours
 of  November  3,  1976,  the  head-

 quarters  of  the  World  Federa-

 tion  of  Iranian  Students  (CISNU)

 in  Paris  was  raided  by  French
 police  and  all  inside  were  ar-

 rested.  Four  were  deported
 from  France,  among  them  the

 International  Affairs  Secretary.
 Two  others  were  charged  with

 "shooting"  and  "wounding"  a
 "cultural  attache''  of  the  Iranian

 Embassy  in  France.  One  of  the

 students  charged  is  the  organi-
 zational  secretary  of  the  CISNU.

 The  charges  were  soon  followed

 by  a  massive  barrage  of  propa-

 ganda  and  harassment  against
 ISA  and  its  members  in  France

 by  the  French  government.

 Within  days  Iranian  students

 around  the  world  organized

 large  demonstrations  in  support

 members  in  France.  One  de-
 monstration  in  Houston,  Texas
 on  November  9th  was  attacked

 by  FBI  agents  and  Houston  po-

 lice,  resulting  in  the  beating
 and  arrests  of  at  least  91  Iran-
 ian  students.

 The  recent  attacks  on  ISA

 members  in  France  and  in  the

 US  are  clearly  a  new  wave  of

 repression  against  Iranian  stu-
 dents  abroad  which  has  been  go-

 ing  on  for  years  under  the  direc-
 tion  of  SAVAK,  the  internation-

 -al  secret  police  which  carries
 out  the  orders  of  the  Shah  of

 Iran  against  Iranian  people  at
 home  and  abroad.  The  Iranian
 Student  Association  has  long
 been  a  thorn  in  thè  side  of  the

 Iranian  dictator.  Outside  of
 Iran,  the  ISA  has  always  raised

 the  voice  of  the  Iranian  people  '
 against  the  tyranny  and  oppres-
 sion  in  Iran  taking  up  the  cries

 of  over  100,000  political  prison-
 ers  imprisoned  in  the  Shah's

 dungeons.  Through  demonstra-
 tions,  conferences,  cultural
 programs  and  distribution  of
 literature  about  the  situation

 in  Iran,  the  ISA  tries  to  inform

 the  people  of  the  world  and  ral-
 ly  their  support.  It  tries  to  re-

 lay  to  the  world  the  unbearable

 living  conditions  of  the  major-
 ity  of  tħe  Iranian  people  and
 their  struggle  for  a  free  and
 democratic  Iran.

 The  significance  of  these

 recent  attacks  is  readily  appar-

 ent.  Oil  rich  and  strategically
 located,  Iran's  continued  súp-
 port  is  needed  by  the  western

 powers  and  their  ruling  classes
 to  attempt  to  bail  them  out  of
 their  economic  crises,  due  to

 the  huge  accumulation  of  petrol-
 eum  wealth  under  the  control

 of  the  Shah  of  Iran.  Added  to
 this  is  the  direct  role  that  the

 Shah  plays  as  puppet  and  police  -
 man  for  US  interests  in  the

 area.  The  US  rulers  are  will-
 ing  to  go  to  great  lengths  to
 please  and  pacify  the  Shah  and
 keep  him  as  an  ally  in  the  area.

 For  example,  Kissinger
 and  the  Shah  concluded  a  $55

 billion  contract  last  August,  in-

 cluding  $15  billion  worth  of  mil-
 itary  arms  and  several  nuclear

 power  plants.  The  sale  of  arms

 to  Iran  now  surpasses  the  figures

 To  please  the  Shah,  the

 and  the  US  are  more  than  will-

 ing  to  cooperate  with  the  Shah

 and  attempt  to  silence  the  voice

 The  banning
 and  suppression  of  the  ISA  in

 the  US  and  Europe  will  help  the
 western  countries  to  better  co-

 ver  up  the  nature  of  these  deals

 with  the  Shah,  their  involve-
 ment  in  Iran  and  the  true  nature

 of  the  oppression  of  the  Iranian
 people  at  the  hands  of  the  Shah
 and  SAVAK,  which  has  result-
 ed  in  the  murder  of  over  1  mil-

 lion  Iranian  people  to  date.

 VVAW  has  long  enjoyed
 the  warmest  fraternal  relations

 with  the  ISA  here  in  the  US  and

 we  urge  the  fullest  possible  sup-
 port  of  ISA  in  their  demands.

 *The  dropping  of  all  fabri-
 cated  charges  and  immediate

 release  of  Nadar  Oskooie  (the

 organizatıonal  secretary  of  the
 Confederation)  and  Reza  Tak-
 ssiri.

 *That  the  deportation  or-
 ders  against  Kazem  Kardevani
 (international  affairs  secretary)
 and  the  other  three  be  immed-

 iately  withdrawn  and  they  be  al-

 lowed  to  re-enter  France  (they
 are  currently  in  Sweden).

 *Stop  the  harassment  of
 Iranian  students  in  France  and
 the  US.

 *Condemn  the  criminal  ac-

 tivities  of  SAVAK  in  Europe  and

 in  the  US,  particularly  in  this
 latest  wave  of  attacks  on  the

 ISA.

 We  in  VVAW  strongly  urge

 everyone  to  send  telegrams  and
 letters  of  protest  to:

 Minister  of  Justice

 13  Place  Vendome,  75042

 Paris,  Cedex  1,  France
 Minister  of  Interior

 Place  Beauvau,  75800
 Paris,  France

 Human  Rights  Commission
 UN  Plaza,  UN

 `  New  York,  NY

 Amnesty  International
 55  Theobald's  Road

 London,  WCIX  8sp,  England

 Names
 Down

 Around  the  country,  VVAW

 chapters  are  getting  signatures

 o.  petitions  demanding  that  the
 GI  Bill  be  expanded  and  extend-
 ed.  Thousands  of  vets--and
 other  people  who  support  the

 struggles  of  vets--have  signed
 petitions,  some  of  which  have
 been  used  at  demonstrations  to

 show  that  the  growing  veterans'

 struggle  is  much  larger  and
 stronger  than  just  the  vets  who

 are  able  to  join  in  a  particular
 action.

 Thousands  of  vets  are  in

 prisons  throughout  the  US.  Fac-

 ing  not  only  the  attempts  of  the

 VA  to  deny  them  their  vets  ben-
 efits,  these  veterans  also  must

 live  under  the  repression  and

 brutality  which  is  part  of  the

 US  prison  system.  And  they,
 like  vets  on  the  outside,  are

 fighting  back.  When  VVAW

 sent  copies  of  the  petition  to  ex-

 tend  and  expand  the  GI  Bill  to

 prisoners  as  part  of  VVAW's

 prison  newsletter,  responses
 came  from  around  the  country.

 One  brother,  from  the  Iowa
 State  Prison  at  Fort  Madison

 wrote:  "Enclosed  is  the  petition

 concerning  the  GI  Bill.  All

 those  who  have  signed  it  are
 veterans  of  one  branch  or  ano-

 ther  of  the  armed  services.

 Some  from  WWII,  sōme  from

 Vietnam,  some  from  peace-

 time  service.  Hope  this  small
 contribution  will  help  in  some

 way.''

 Filled  in  petitions  also
 came  in  from  the  Federal  Pri-

 son  in  Marion,  Illinois;  the

 Federal  Prison  at  Atlanta,

 Georgia;  state  prisons  in  Dal-
 las  and  Huntingdon,  Pennslyvan

 ia;  Lovelady,  Texas;  Angola,
 Louisiana  (two  separate  peti-
 tions);  Michigan  City,  Indiana;

 Jefferson  City,  Missouri;  Ta-
 mal,  California;  Starke,  Flor-
 ida;  and  Jackson,  Michigan
 (with  over  a  hundıed  signa-
 tures).

 A  veteranfrom  Jackson

 said  it  clearly  in  explaining

 why  he  saw  the  petitions  as  im-

 portant:  'Although  some  may
 feel  petitions  to  be  a  trivial

 thing,  there  are  some  of  us

 who  see  them  as  'blows  against

 the  empire,  '  and  to  me,  even

 one  signature  is  victory  in  the
 sense  of  individual  awareness

 and  growth  in  confronting  the

 oppression  that  is  holding  us
 down."

 the  VETERAN  Page  7

This content downloaded from 
��������������67.1.255.64 on Tue, 14 Jun 2022 21:24:03 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 In  1918  on  November  11th,

 there  was  rejoicing  around  the
 world  as  the  armistice  was  sign-
 ed  ending  World  War  I,  at  that
 time  by  far  the  bloodiest  conflict
 the  world  had  seen.  Since  that

 time,  Armistice  Day,  recently
 changed  to  Vëterans  Day,  has
 been  a  time  set  aside  to  remem-

 ber  the  men  and  women  who  died
 in  the  nation's  wars.

 But  the  US  ruling  class  has

 long  seen  that  the  day  can  be  much
 more--that  it  can  serve  as  a  way

 paganda  around  the  glory  of  wars
 fought  to  defend  their  interests,

 and  to  whip  up  enthusiasm  for
 more  of  their  rich  man's  wars.

 And  in  1976,  with  their  economy

 in  disastrous  shape  and  seeing
 that  they  will  have  to  go  to  war

 again--this  time  against  their  cap-
 italist  counterparts  who  rule  in

 the  Soviet  Union--they  once  again

 trotted  out  their  veterans  groups

 like  the  American  Legion  and  VFW

 to  talk  about  unity  (which  means  we

 should  all  unify  to  keep  them  in

 ing  that  working  people  should

 flock  behind  the  banners  of  tħe
 rich  and  willingly  go  off  to  fight
 their  wars  for  them).

 From  coast  to  coast,  chap-
 ters  of  VVAW  were  out  at  the

 Veterans  Day  ceremonies  to  ex-

 pose  what  'national  honor'  means,
 to  talk  about  how  vets  are  used

 once  and  thrown  away  and  how

 the  campaign  to  Free  Ashby

 Leach  is  a  prime  example  of
 how  vets  are  dealt  with,  to  de-
 mand  that  the  GI  Bill  be  extend-

 ed  and  expanded,  and  to  say:
 TO  HELL  WITH  YOUR  NATION-
 AL  HONOR,  WE  WON'T  BE

 USED  AGAIN,  Some  highlights
 of  VVAW  's  activities  on  Vets

 Day  were:

 Chicago
 Members  of  the  Chicago

 VVAW  chapter  passed  out  leaf-

 lets  and  carried  a  banner  saying
 "Once  we  fought  for  the  rich;

 Now  our  fight's  against  them.  ''
 to  the  Veterans  Day  ceremony

 at  the  Chicago  Civic  Center.

 Speaker  after  speaker  at  the  of-
 ficial  ceremony  praised  the  great

 accomplishments  of  the  Ameri-

 can  Legion  and  the  VFW  on  be-
 half  of  veterans--after  several
 years  of  hard  work  they  finally

 managed  to  persuade  the  govern-
 ment  to  change  the  official  date
 of  Veterans  Day  back  to  Novem-

 ber  11th  (at  present  the  federal

 Veterans  Day  is  part  of  a  three-
 day  weekend  at  the  end  of  Octo-

 3|

 k

 ber).  The  speakers  did  not
 point  out  that  the  Legion  and  sim-

 ilar  groups  passively  supported
 the  cutting  off  of  3.7  million  vets

 from  the  GI  Bill  back  in  May,  or

 that  they  supported  the  new  GI

 Bill  which  attacks  future  vets  by

 making  it  a  contributory  plan  (see

 article  on  the  front  page).

 Los  Angeles
 50  people  marched  from  the

 VA  outpatient  clinic  through  down-

 town  LA  at  rush  hour,  ending  up
 at  the  Federal  Building  where

 they  held  a  rally.  As  the  cháp-
 ter  marched  in  step,  they  used
 the  rewritten  military  cadences

 (see  page  10)  and  got  strong  sup-
 port  from  the  people  along  the
 route  who  cheered  on  the  mili- tant  vets.  |

 One  of  the  VVAW  speakers
 at  the  rally  talked  about  his  ex-

 periences  having  been  sent  to

 Europe  in  the  military.  There
 he  saw  several  workers'  strikes
 attacked  by  the  police;  as  the

 son  of  a  worker  himself,  he  be-

 gan  to`question  just  what  kind  of

 "democracy"  it  was  that  he  had
 been  sent  to  ''defend.  '  And,  as
 a  Mexican-Amerícan,  he  saw
 minorities  in  this  country--and

 in  the  military--catching  all
 kinds  of  hell  and  harassment.

 As  he  pointed  out,  his  mother

 had  told  him:  'Hey,  I  didn't

 bring  you  up  to  be  killed  by  these
 guys.  I  fought  so  you  could  be
 out  there  in  the  world  with  some

 kind  of  understanding,  not  be-

 come  a  junkie,  not  be  killed  by

 the  cops--I  don't  want  you  to  go.''
 And,  he  added,  we  don't  want

 our  kids  going  through  the  same

 kind  of  thing.

 A  second  VVAW  speaker

 talked  about  the  economy  and

 the  threat  of  war;  talking  about

 the  elections,  he  said,  'They
 were  nothing  but  a  two-ring  cir-

 cus;  they're  trying  to  say  there's
 some  kind  of  fundamental  differ-

 ence  between  Carter  and  Ford,
 or  between  the  Democráäts  and

 Republicans  --that's  a  lot  of

 bull.  That's  like  saying  there's
 a  big  difference  between  a  strong-
 arm  robber  and  a  con  artist--

 they  use  different  methods  but

 they're  all  the  same  and  still

 keep  ripping  off  our  money....…'

 Philadelphia
 During  a  rally  at  Indepen-

 dence  Hall,  one  speaker  said:
 'IWhat  kind  of  national  honor  is

 there  in  fighting  and  dying  for
 the  rich  man's  system.  What
 kind  of  national  honor  is  there

 in  standing  on  unemployment

 lines,  rotting  in  VA  hospitals,

 and  scraping  by  on  a  shrinking
 GI  Bill.  What  kind  of  honor  is

 there  for  Ashby  Leach  who  sits

 in  jail  on  $450,  000  bail  for  fight-
 ing  in  the  interests  of  all  vets.

 There's  none!"  The  rally  was
 followed  by  a  march  past  the
 "Liberty  Bell"  with  militant

 chants  of  "Ashby  Leach  must

 be  freed/  He  was  fighting  for
 what  vets  need'';  and  "They

 talk  peace  but  war's  in  sight/
 A  rich  man's  war,  we  won't
 fight.  '

 When  VVAW  got  to  the  city's
 ceremony  at  Washington  Park,

 the  police  refused  to  let  VVAW  in,

 s  pgs  the  War  -f

 a  wet y  r-
 w

 <“

 Philadelphia  Vete
 maiia

 park  chanting.  And  even  as  the

 cops  kept  the  vets  out,  one  of  the

 official  speakers  was  talking  a-

 bout  how  this  was  a  free  country

 and  that  people  could  always  say

 what  they  wanted  to  say!  Ata

 later  rally,  speakers  talked  a-
 bout  how  other  veterans  organi-

 zations  refused  to  fight  for  vets

 and  then  had  the  cops  exclude
 VVAW  from  the  ceremony  be-

 cause  they  didn't  want  to  see  vets

 who  are  fighting  against  the  way
 vets  are  used  and  then  thrown

 aside.

 Milwaukee
 Held  in  downtown  Milwaukee

 during  the  evening  rush  hour,  the
 VVAW  demonstration  in  front  of

 the  Veterans  Administration,  with

 its  picket  signs,  banners  and

 chants  received  widespread  sup-
 port  from  people  walking  and  driv-

 ing  by,  with  a  few  people  joining
 the  picket  line  and  others  honk-

 ing  their  horns  as  a  member  of

 the  chapter  ran  down  the  story

 of  Ashby  Leach  and  why  we're

 taking  up  the  fight  to  free  him.

 After  the  speeches  the  chap-
 ter  dramatized  the  building  of  the

 campaign  to  Extend  and  Expand

 the  GI  Bill  by  unrolling  a  scroll
 with  petitions  on  it  that  was  40

 feet  long  and  showed  thousands

 of  signatures  supporting  that
 fight;  at  that,  the  scroll  only

 represented  about  half  the  sig-

 natures  the  chapter  has  collected

 in  the  course  of  taking  out  the  ·

 campaign.

 As  the  demonstration  broke

 up  with  chants  of  Free  Ashby
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 d  be  talk  peace  but  war's  in  sight/
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 d  by  When  VVAW  got  to  the  city's
 to  go."  ceremony  at  Washington  Park,

 ant  the  police  refused  to  let  VVAW  in,
 same  so  the  vets  marched  around  the

 Nov/Dec

 park  chanting.  And  even  as  the

 cops  kept  the  vets  out,  one  of  the

 official  speakers  was  talking  a-

 bout  how  this  was  a  free  country

 and  that  people  could  always  say

 what  they  wanted  to  say!  Ata

 later  rally,  speakers  talked  a-
 bout  how  other  veterans  organi-

 zations  refused  to  fight  for  vets

 and  then  had  the  cops  exclude
 VVAW  from  the  ceremony  be-

 cause  they  didn't  want  to  see  vets

 who  are  fighting  against  the  way
 vets  are  used  and  then  thrown

 aside.

 Milwaukee
 Held  in  downtown  Milwaukee

 during  the  evening  rush  hour,  the
 VVAW  demonstration  in  front  of

 the  Veterans  Administration,  with

 its  picket  signs,  banners  and

 chants  received  widespread  sup-
 port  from  people  walking  and  driv-

 ing  by,  with  a  few  people  joining
 the  picket  line  and  others  honk-

 ing  their  horns  as  a  member  of

 the  chapter  ran  down  the  story

 of  Ashby  Leach  and  why  we're

 taking  up  the  fight  to  free  him.

 After  the  speeches  the  chap-
 ter  dramatized  the  building  of  the

 campaign  to  Extend  and  Expand

 the  GI  Bill  by  unrolling  a  scroll
 with  petitions  on  it  that  was  40

 feet  long  and  showed  thousands

 of  signatures  supporting  that
 fight;  at  that,  the  scroll  only

 represented  about  half  the  sig-

 natures  the  chapter  has  collected

 in  the  course  of  taking  out  the

 campaign.

 As  the  demonstration  broke

 up  with  chants  of  Free  Ashby

 Now,  there  was  left,  for  all  to

 see,  a  sign  of  things  to  come
 for  the  VA,  Chessie,  and  the

 whole  rotten  system.

 Bay  Area

 (The  following  section  about

 Veterans  Day  activities  in  San

 Francisco  was  written  by  the

 Bay  Area  Chapter  of  VVAW.)

 For  nearly  2  months,  VVAW

 ‘fought  to  march  in  the  Vets  Day
 parade  in  San  Francisco  under

 the  banner  "To  Hell  With  Their

 'National  Honor'--We  Won't  Be
 Used  Again."  At  first,  every-
 one  we  called--from  the  poliċe

 department  to  city  hall  to  the

 American  Legion  didn't  know

 anything  about  the  parade.  Then

 finally,  after  getting  the  runa-
 round,  we  found  the  ''head  man''

 on  the  parade  committee,  Ma-

 gruder  Wilkenson,  who  spent

 a  good  half  hour  on  the  phone
 telling  us  we  were  a  bunch  of

 degenerate  lightweights  and

 how  we  didn't  know  anything  a-
 bout  being  vets,  and  that  un-

 less  we  wanted  to  tangle  with

 him  we'd  better  not  even  try  to
 get  into  the  parade.  But,  when

 a  VVAW  delegation  went  to  con-
 front  him  face  to  face  at  the  A-

 merican  Legion  Office,  he  was

 shaking  like  a  rabbit,  told  all

 his  buddies  in  the  room  to  keep
 their  mouths  shut,  and  refused

 to  answer  our  questions.

 A  week  before  the  parade,

 VVAW  called  a  press  conference
 in  front  of  the  San  Francisco

 War  Memorial  Building  to  ex-

 pose  the  American  Legion  and

 the  Vets  Day  Parade  Commit-

 tee  for  the  flunkies  of  the  rich  westo
 that  they  are,  and  for  pretend-  lies  an
 ing  to  speak  for  veterans  when  '  VeF*toc

 in  fact  they're  stabbing  us  in  and  pa
 the  back  every  time  they  do  We  tal
 something.  This  year's  Vets  to  Kor
 Day  Parade,  billed  as  'A  Sa-  "We're
 lute  to  the  Armed  Forces"  was  way:
 a  damn  good  example.  During  WS  v
 this  press  conference,  the  Pa-  As  we
 rade  Committee  crawled  into  color  £
 their  office  to  hide,  and  when  fatigue
 VVAW  marched  into  the  build-  mong  t
 ing  accompanied  by  the  press,  solidar
 they  pretended  like  they  weren't  Du
 even  in  the  room!  our  VV

 On  November  7,  the  day  of  ted  the

 the  parade,  we  saw  exactly  why  with  pe
 they  wanted  to  keep  VVAW  out.  We  pas
 The  parade  was  one  big  recruit-  Ś|lets  anc

 ing  pitch.  There  was  almost  A  numb
 nothing  but  ROTC  units,  high  leaflets
 school  drill  teams,  and  cheer  sold  ar
 leaders,  with  a  few  scattered  and  VV.
 military  units.  It  was  pretty  As
 obvious  that  the  rich  and  their  pom-po
 flunkies  in  the  American  Legion  High  Sc
 were  using  Vets  Day  to  try  to  viewing
 whip  up  business  for  the  recruit-  =  £..]s  a|

 ers  in  the  high  schools.  VVAW  VVAW  ;
 talked  with  a  lot  of  these  stu  -  cf  over

 dent's  parents,  and  most  of  watchin
 them  felt  like  one  mother  who  and  app
 said,  'That's  my  son  marching  speake:
 over  there;  he  looks  cute  in  the  standin;
 parade,  but  I  don't  want  to  see  attack  t
 him  in  a  casket  a  few  years  down  on

 from  now.  I'm  glad  you're  pecially
 (VVAW)  out  here!''  the  yout

 AND  WE  WERE  THERE.  con  into
 Just  before  the  parade,  3  truck  for  the  :

 loads  of  us  convoyed  down  the  And  her
 parade  route  under  the  banner  wasn't  c
 "To  Hell  With  Their  'National  million
 Honor'--We  Won't  Be  Usèd  A-  on  Mem
 gain!'  At  points  along  the  route  the  fact

 Nov/Dec

This content downloaded from 
��������������67.1.255.64 on Tue, 14 Jun 2022 21:24:03 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 see,  a  sign  of  things  to  come
 for  the  VA,  Chessie,  and  the

 whole  rotten  system.

 Bay  Area

 (The  following  section  about

 Veterans  Day  activities  in  San

 Francisco  was  written  by  the
 Bay  Area  Chapter  of  VVAW.)

 For  nearly  2  months,  VVAW

 ‘fought  to  march  in  the  Vets  Day
 parade  in  San  Francisco  under
 the  banner  'To  Hell  With  Their

 'National  Honor'--We  Won't  Be
 Used  Again."  Atfirst,  every-
 one  we  called--from  the  poliċe

 department  to  city  hall  to  the

 American  Legion  didn't  know

 anything  about  the  parade.  Then

 finally,  after  getting  the  runa-
 round,  we  found  the  ''head  man''

 on  the  parade  committee,  Ma-

 gruder  Wilkenson,  who  spent

 a  good  half  hour  on  the  phone

 telling  us  we  were  a  bunch  of
 degenerate  lightweights  and
 how  we  didn't  know  anything  a-

 bout  being  vets,  and  that  un-
 less  we  wanted  to  tangle  with
 him  we'd  better  not  even  try  to

 get  into  the  parade.  But,  when

 a  VVAW  delegation  went  to  con-
 front  him  face  to  face  at  the  A-

 meèrican  Legion  Office,  he  was

 shaking  like  a  rabbit,  told  all
 his  buddies  in  the  room  to  keep

 their  mouths  shut,  and  refused

 to  answer  our  questions.

 A  week  before  the  parade,

 VVAW  called  a  press  conference
 in  front  of  the  San  Francisco

 War  Memorial  Building  to  ex-

 pose  the  American  Legion  and

 the  Vets  Day  Parade  Commit-

 IAN

 tee  for  the  flunkies  of  the  rich

 that  they  are,  and  for  pretend-

 ing  to  speak  for  veterans  when
 in  fact  they're  stabbing  us  in

 the  back  every  time  they  do

 something.  This  year's  Vets
 Day  Parade,  billed  as  'A  Sa-
 lute  to  the  Armed  Forces'  was

 a  damn  good  example.  During
 this  press  conference,  the  Pa-
 rade  Committee  crawled  into

 their  office  to  hide,  and  when
 VVAW  marched  into  the  build-

 ing  accompanied  by  the  press,
 they  pretended  like  they  weren't
 even  in  the  room!

 On  November  7,  the  day  of

 the  parade,  we  saw  exactly  why

 they  wanted  to  keep  VVAW  out.

 The  parade  was  one  big  recruit-

 ing  pitch.  There  was  almost
 nothing  but  ROTC  units,  high
 school  drill  teams,  and  cheer

 leaders,  with  a  few  scattered

 military  units.  It  was  pretty
 obvious  that  the  rich  and  their

 flunkies  in  the  American  Legion

 were  using  Vets  Day  to  try  to

 whip  up  business  for  the  recruit-
 ers  in  the  high  schools.  VVAW
 talked  with  a  lot  of  these  stu  -

 dent's  parents,  and  most  of
 them  felt  like  one  mother  who

 said,  'That's  my  son  marching
 over  there;  he  looks  cute  in  the

 parade,  but  I  don't  want  to  see
 him  in  a  casket  a  few  years

 from  now.  I'm  glad  you're

 (VVAW)  out  here!"

 AND  WE  WERE  THERE.

 Just  before  the  parade,  3  truck

 loads  of  us  convoyed  down  the

 parade  route  under  the  banner
 "To  Hell  With  Their  'National

 Honor'--We  Won't  Be  Usèėd  A-

 gain!'  At  points  along  the  route

 we  stopped  and  held  mini-ral-
 lies  and  leafletted.  A  bus  dri-

 ver  took  a  handful  of  leaflets

 and  passed  them  out  on  his  bus.
 We  talked  with  vets  from  WWI

 to  Korea  to  Vietnam  who  said,

 "We're  with  you  guys  all  the

 way.  We  learned  the  hard  way

 --we  won't  fight  for  them  again.''
 As  we  passed  a  Marine  Corps

 color  guard  dressed  in  jungle

 fatigues,  several  brothers  a-
 mong  them  raised  their  fists  in

 solidarity  with  us.

 During  the  parade,  led  by
 our  VVAW  banner,  we  leaflet-

 ted  the  entire  route,  talking

 with  people  all  along  the  way.

 We  passed-  out  over  2000  leaf-
 lets  and  received  warm  support.

 A  number  of  people  took  extra

 leaflets  to  give  to  friends.  We
 sold  a  number  of  newspapers
 and  VVAW  buttons.

 As  the  last  contingent-  -

 pom-pom  girls  from  Galileo

 High  School--passed  the  Re-

 mong  Vietnam  vets  is  twice  the

 national  average,  and  that  we

 should  be  building  the  fight  a-

 round  all  of  these  things.  When

 VVAW  talked  about  Ashby  Leach

 people  listened  carefully,  and
 when  we  talked  about  the.  cam-

 paign  we're  building  to  free

 him,  people  cheered  and  clap-
 ped.

 The  Vets  Day  parade  ac-
 tions  were  a  dynamite  victory

 --a  victory  for  us,  all  of  us

 who  are  standing  up  to  the  rich

 and  starting  to  throw  them  off
 our  backs.  And  as  the  VVAW

 speaker  told  the  crowd  by  the

 Reviewing  Stand,  'Keep  your
 eyes  open,  'cause  the  veterans'
 movement  is  getting  stronger,
 and  we're  gonna  take  on  the
 rich  man  whether  it's  to  extend

 &  expand  the  GI  Bill,  demanding
 jobs  or  income  now,  or  around

 the  fact  that  vets  are  saying
 "We  Won't  Fight  Another  Rich
 Man's  War!'  And  we  sure  as
 hell  are  gonna  be  talking  with
 the  youth  who  the  rich  have

 their  eyes  on  to  be  cannon  fod-

 der  fọr  their  next  war  to  pro-
 tect  their  worldwide  intere$t$."''
 "To  Hell  With  Their  'National
 Honor'--We  Won't  Be  Used

 FREE  ASHBY  LEACH

 EXTEND  &  EXPAND
 THE  GI  BILL

 JOBS  OR  INCOME

 WE  WON'T  FIGHT  A
 RICH  MAN’S  WAR

 erals  and  Legion  big-wigs  sat)

 VVAW  called  a  rally.  A  crowd

 of  over  50  people  who  were

 watching  the  parade  cheered
 and  applauded  as  the  VVAW
 speaker  talked  about  how  we're

 standing  up  to  each  and  every
 attack  the  rich  are  bringing
 down  on  us.  On  this  day  es-

 pecially  the  attack  is  aimed  at

 the  youth  who  they're  trying  to
 con  into  thinking  that  fighting
 for  the  rich  is  their  only  future.

 And  here  on  Vets  Day  there
 wasn't  one  mention  of  the  3.7

 million  vets  cut  off  the  GI  Bill

 on  Memorial  Day  this  year,  or

 the  fact  that  unemployment  a-

 VVAW  chapters  held  actions  on

 or  around  Vets  Day  in  New  York

 City,  in  Detroit,  in  Norfolk,
 and  in  the  Twin  Cities,  )
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 In  late  September  and  ear-

 ly  November  VVAW  held  re-

 gional  conferences  to  initiate

 the  national  campaign  around

 extending  and  expanding  the  GI
 Bill.  The  conferences  were
 built  broadly  and  taken  out  to
 veterans  at  scho0ls,  VA  hospi-

 tals  and  offices,  plants,  and

 unemployment  lines.  As  a  re-
 sult,  vets  who  had  never  heard
 of  VVAW  came  into  contact

 with  the  organization.  At  one
 school  in  southern  California,
 a  VVAW  member  went  to  the

 local  junior  college  vets  club
 to  invite  them  to  attend  the  con-

 ference.  He  got  there  just  as
 the  club  was  deciding  to  dis-
 band  because  of  a  lack  of  direc-

 tion  and  program.  The  invita-

 tion  to  the  conference  sparked
 discussion  and  a  new  enthusi-

 asm,  and  some  of  the  vets  at-
 tended  the  conference  in  Los

 Angeles.  On  the  East  Coast,
 10,  000  handouts  in  English  and

 Spanish  were  handed  out,  bring-

 ing  out  the  need  not  only  to  take

 up  the  Extend  and  Expand  the

 GI  Bill  campaign,  but  also  the

 importance  of  building  the  vet-
 erans  movement  broadly,  inclu-

 ding  the  need  to  take  up  the  is-

 sues  of  war  and  jobs,  and  to

 stand  firmly  with  the  working

 class  against  this  rotten  sys-
 tem.

 The  first  conference  to  be

 held  was  in  the  midwest  in  Mil-

 .  waukee.  It  began  with  a  rous-

 ing  demonstration  of  50  people

 through  a  shopping  district  and

 .  ending  at  a  local  military  re-
 cruiter's  office.  The  Milwau-
 kee  VVAW  chapter  put  on  a  skit
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 exposing  how  and  why  we  went

 into  the  military  in  the  first

 place,  how  we  were  used  by  the
 rich,  and  the  life  facing  vets

 upon  returning  to  the  world.

 The  conference  followed

 the  demonstration  and  covered

 the  need  to  build  the  extend  and

 expand  the  GI  Bill  campaign,
 the  role  that  vets  play  in  socie-

 ty,  and  the  need  to  build  VVAW

 organizationally.  Discussion
 around  the  possibility  of  a  new
 world  war  between  the  US  and

 the  Soviet  Union  was  especial-

 ly  good  as  vet  after  vet  talked
 about  the  fact  that  if  a  new

 world  war  did  start,  there  was

 no  way  we'd  be  siding  with  our
 rulers  to  defend  their  rotten

 rule.  One  vet  from  Chicago
 put  it  well  when  he  said,  ''The

 way  I  look  atit,  you  can  either

 fight  for  a  cause  or  just  be  ~-
 cause.  If  you  fight  because  the

 capitalists  tell  you  to,  or  be-
 cause  there  is  someone  threat-

 ening  the  rule  of  the  rich,  you

 would  be  throwing  your  life  a-

 way.  But  if  you  were  to  fight
 for  a  cause,  for  your  family
 or  friends,  well  that's  a  reason

 to  fight.  ''

 And  that  is  about  it.  When

 we  say  we  won't  fight  another
 rich  man's  wat,  that  is  what

 we  are  saying:  we  won't  fight

 for  the  capitalists,  for  their
 banks,  their  estates,  their

 yachts,  their  good  times.  We
 won't  shed  our  blood  so  that

 after  a  war,  with  all  the  terri-
 bleness  that  we  know  it  means

 for  us,  they  can  still  be  on  top

 of  us  grinding  profit  out  of  our

 sweat  and  blood.  It  does  mean

 that  we  will  fight!  But  our  fight

 will  be  against  them,  their  rot-

 ten  system,  and  for  our  friends,
 our  families  and  our  class.

 The  East  Coast  conference

 took  place  of  the  weekend  of
 October  2  and  3  in  New  York

 City.  -On  the  2nd,  vets  from
 all  over  the  East  Coast  joined

 in  a  march  starting  at  the  VA

 and  marching  through  the
 streets  to  Times  Square  where

 they  held  a  rally.  Enthusias-

 tic  response  from  onlookers
 added  to  the  militance  and  spi-
 rit  of  the  demonstration.

 On  the  3rd  the  conference

 took  up  the  questions  facing

 vets  and  began  with  a  good  dis-

 cussion  of  why  the  conference
 and  VVAW  are  small  at  this

 time.  Discussion  was  at  first
 one-sided  as  vets  tried  to  say

 we  are  strong  and  growing  but

 did  not  speak  to  the  real  fact
 that  numerically  we  are  small;
 as  the  discussion  continued,

 peoples'  understanding  grew.
 It  became  clear  tnat  there,  were

 not  as  many  vets  around  as  dur-

 ing  tne  antı-war  days,  that
 VVAW  was  small,  and  that  the

 conference  was  smáll  compared
 to  the  number  of  vets  on  the
 whole  East  Coast.  What  also
 came  out  was  that  VVAW  was

 making  mistakes  in  building
 the  struggle  of  vets.  But  more

 important,  this  is  a  new  and
 different  period  of  time.  There

 is  the  beginning  of  a  new  spiral

 upward  as  peoples'  struggles
 are  on  the  rise,  and  a  down-

 ward  spiral  in'  the  economy.

 The  system  of  capitalism'is  in

 deep  crisis  with  no  way  out.
 The  rich  are  trying  to  throw
 that  crisis  on  the  backs  of  work-

 ing  people  while,  at  the  same

 time,  preparing  to  go  to  war  as
 a  'solution'  to  their  problem.
 That's  a  solution  we  aren't  go-

 ing  to  accept.  The  storm  is  be-

 ginning,  clouds  are  overhead,

 and  the  struggle  of  the  working
 class  as  seên  in  recent  strikes

 as  well  as  the  upsurge  of  vets--
 shown  in  the  resistence  of‘Ash-

 by  Leach--is  moving.  In  fact
 this  is  a  sign  of  our  strength--

 VVAW  must  take  its  bearings

 and  begin  in  earnest  to  gather
 this  resistance  of  vets,  con-

 centrate  it,  help  to  direct  it
 and  build  for  new  battles  ahead.

 The  West  Coast  conference

 was  held  a  week  later  in  Los

 Angeles.  There  was  no  demon-
 stration  but  there  was  also  no

 lack  of  enthusiasm.  The  con-
 ference  began  with  a  slide  show

 put  together  by  the  LA  Chapter

 of  VVAW  showing  the  history

 of  vets'  struggles  and  putting

 it  in  the  context  of  what  is  go-
 ing  on  today.  This  was  follow-

 ed  by  vet  after  vet  testifying

 about  their  experiences  at  the

 hands  of  the  military  and  the

 VA,  and  laying  the  blame  di-

 rectly  at  the  feet  of  the  rich
 who  use  us  and  then  throw  us

 away.  One  vet  talked  about

 coming  back  from  Nam  with

 a  buddy  hooked  on  drugs,  and

 how  they  had  sought  help  from

 a  psychiatrist--who  only  told
 them  to  blame  themselves  for

 their  problems  and  then  tried

 continued  on  page  11
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 send  along  any  poetry,  drawings,

 d  like  to

 No  veteran  has  escaped  the

 chants  and  songs  used  in  the

 military,  particularly  during

 training.  Drill  sergeants  tell
 GIs  the  chants  are  designed  to
 help  march  in  step  or  pass  the

 time,  but  they  have  a  more  im-

 portant  purpose--they  are  writ-

 the  propaganda  of  the  rich  for

 whom  the  troops  are  fighting.

 VVAW  has  said  that  "Once

 we  foùght  for  the  rich,  but  now

 our  fight's  against  them.''  And

 just  as  vets  are  taking  telling

 the  rich  who  run  this  country

 what  they  can  do  with  their

 plans  to  stay  n  tu,  2nd  squeeze

 every  last  drop  of  profit  out  of

 us,  we're  also  taking  the  chants

 and  songs  we  learned  in  the  mil-

 itary  and  rewriting  them.  We

 call  it  marching  to  a  different
 cadence.

 These  particular  chants

 were  used  by  VVAW  during  the
 Bicentennial  Demonstrations  in
 Philadelphia  on  July  4th,  and

 are  being  used  still  by  VVAW

 chapters  around  the  couûñtry.

 The  first  song  is  written  to  be

 song  to  the  tune  of  '"I  Don't
 Know  But  I've  Been  Told..."

 It's  the  same  all  over  the  land,

 (It's  the  same  all  over  the  land)
 Jobs  or  Income's  cur  demand.

 (Jobs  or  Income's  our  demand)

 (refrain):

 Am  I  right  or  wrong?

 You're  right!

 Are  we  weak  or  strong?

 We're  strong!
 Are  we  movin'  on?

 Right  on!

 Keep  on  keepin'  on.

 Keep  on!  :

 continued  from  page  10
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 Monument.  Then  1  looked  up  at  the  Terminal

 system  for  vets.”

 [EXTEND  me  ENPA

 F

 Unemployment,  it  ain't  funny,
 We  need  jobs,  and  we  need

 money.
 (refrain)

 Vets  are  mad,  we've  had  our

 fill,

 Extend  and  expand  the  GI  Bill.
 (refrain)

 We  won't  fight  more  rich  man's  :
 war,

 It's  the  working  class  we're

 (The  following  chant,  also  based

 on  one  used  in  the  military,  is

 the  lines  and  the  people  giving
 the  responses.)

 We  gotta  get  rid  of  the  rich,
 (You're  right!)

 (You're  right!)
 We  slave  for  the  bums,

 throw  us  the  crumbs,
 they

 (refrain)

 We're  madder  than  hell,  we're

 building  our  fight.
 Vets  and  workers  will  unite.

 (refrain)

 Listen  to  this,  it  ain't  funny,
 We  do  the  work  and  the  rich

 get  the  money.
 (refrain)

 k  kkk  kk  k  k  k

 o  put  them  on  more  drugs.  E-

 ventually,  his  friend  killed
 himself.  Another  vet  answer-

 for  the  problems  of  the  system.

 If  you  don't  have  a  job,  it's

 your  own  fault.  If  the  GI  Bill
 doesn't  come,  it's  your  fault.
 But  it  isn't  our  fault--it's  the

 fault  of  a  system  run  for  the

 profit  of  a  few  at  the  expense  of
 the  many.  He  added  that,  as
 far  as  he  could  see,  we  had  to

 take  on  that  system  and  that

 meant  building  organization--
 and  that  organization  was
 VVAW,  ''the  only  national  vet-

 erans  organization  that  really

 (You're  right!)

 The  wealth  of  this  land  was

 made  by  our  hands,
 We  gotta  get  rid  of  the  rich.

 (You're  right!)

 They're  driving  us  day  after

 (You're  right!)  day,
 They're  trying  to  cut  our  pay,

 (You're  right!)

 stood  for  the  interests  of  vets.

 If  you  don't  belong  to  VVAW,

 why  not?

 All  of  the  conferences  took
 up  the  possibility  of  another
 war,  the  need  to  build  the  cam-

 paign  to  Free  Ashby  Leach,
 and  the  need  to  build  VVAW  in-

 to  a  powerful  organization.
 There  were  successes  in  that

 new  vets  were  brought  into

 VVAW,  gaining  a  deeper  under-

 standing  of  the  system  we  all

 face  along  with  the  necessity
 to  fight  against  it.  And,  to
 requote  the  vet  from  Californ-

 ia,  'If  you  don't  belong  to
 VVAW,  why  not?''

 We  know  it  ain't  right,  we're

 building  our  fight,

 We're  moving  them  out  of  the

 (You're  right!)  way;
 We  gotta  get  rid  of  the  rich,

 (You're  right!)

 There's  millions  looking  for

 (You're  right!)  work,
 Standing  in  lines  for  a  few

 lousy  dimes,

 We'll  stand  together  and  fight.

 (All  right!)
 We  gotta  get  rid  of  the  rich,

 (You're  right!)

 They  want  us  to  fight  their  wars,

 (You're  right!)

 We're  making  it  clear,  our

 fight  is  here,

 We  knøw  what  we're  fighting  for,
 (You're  right!)

 3e  ke  ae  3e  ake  ake  ae  ale  ahe  ake  ke  ale  ae  ale  ale  ae  ake  ke  ak  ake  ae  ake  ake  ake  ae  ak  fe  ake  a

 To  The  Veteran:

 In  the  August/September

 issue  of  The  Veteran,  I  enjoyed
 reading  the  article  ''Marchin'

 To  The  Tune  of  the  Ruling
 Class.  As  a  Vietnam-era  vet-
 eran,  I  have  gone  to  many  Amer-

 ican  Legion  meetings  only  to

 find  out  that  they're  not  concern-

 ed  about  us  but  telling  the  pub-

 lic  the  ''good  old  stories  of  WW
 II  and  the  Korean  War.'  Recent-

 ly,  I  have  attended  a  job  fair

 that  was  sponsored  by  the  local

 American  Legion,  only  to  find

 out  that  I  had  wasted  my  time  in

 filling  out  a  dozen  application
 forms.

 Out  of  all  those  application

 forms  that  I  filled  out  for  jobs,
 there  was  only  one  'local  mer-
 chant''  that  was  interested  ín

 me.  Itwas  good  old  Uncle  Sam
 (Army),  saying  that  I  ought  to.
 go  back  in  the  service.  But  be-

 fore  I  stepped  in  the  dóors  of  *

 the  local  American  Legion,  I

 was  warned  by  members  of

 VVAW  that  I  was  wasting  my
 time  going  in  trying  to  seek  a
 job.

 After  I  was  released  from

 active  duty,  I  attended  a  local

 college  for  about  a  year.  Idid
 fairly  well  in  school  but  it  (col-

 lege)  wasn't  my  bag.  Right

 now,  I'am  lucky  to  have  a  job.

 It  doesn't  pay  well  but  that's

 all  I  have  right  now  at  the  time.
 Before  I  conclude,  I  want  to  ex-

 tend  my  best  wishes  to  the

 staff  of  the  Veteran  for  putting
 out  an  excellent  journal  on  vet-
 eran's  affairs....

 Gordon  Howe

 Box  215

 East  Brunswick

 New  Jersey
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 continued  from  page  1

 G.I.Bill
 If  future  vets  contribute  $50  a

 month  as  GIs  they  will  receive

 only  $5400  overall,  $8,  740
 less  than  current  vets!  If

 they  contribute  $75  a  month,
 $6,040  less!  The  current  cost
 of  a  decent  education  and  cost

 of  living  far  exceed  what  vets
 are  getting  now.  The  very  i-
 dea  that  even  the  maximum

 ($6,  040)  will  be  any  help  to-

 wards  that  schooling  is  an  out-

 rageèous  attack  on  veterans.
 For  these  vets,  payments  will

 be  cut  by  over  50%.

 The  program  is  voluntary.

 Consequently  many  GIs  may  not
 feel  that  it  is  important  to  con-
 tribūte  at  the  time  and  then  dis-

 cover  later,  upon  discharge,

 that  they  have  nothing  left  to

 them.  Today,  a  higher  per-

 .  centage  of  vets  than  ever  be-

 fore  are  using  the  G  I  Bill  just

 to  survive.  Many  never  intend-
 ed  to  use  these  benefits  at  all,

 then  were  faced  with  high  un-

 employment  after  they  served

 the  rich  in  the  military  -  used

 once  and  then  thrown  away,

 like  empty  bottles.  If  the  fu-

 ture  vets  choose  not  to  partici-

 pate  while  in  the  military,
 they'll  have  no  future  alterna-
 tives.

 If  a  person  drops  out  of

 school  under  this  new  programy
 he  or  she,  regardless  of  the

 circumstances,  will  get  their
 original  money  back  and  be

 kicked  off  the  program.  This

 is  contrasted  to  the  present
 program  where  an  individual

 can  change  their  program  twice

 and  drop  out  temporarily  twice
 and  resume  their  benefits  at

 a  later  date.  Ifa  person  is

 discharged,  that  person  only
 gets  the  contribution  plan  for
 these  months  served,

 The  manner  that  money  is
 going  to  be  handled  by  the  VA
 and  Defense  Department  is
 questionable  too.  Itis  extreme-
 ly  likely  that  as  the  program

 unfolds,  GIs  in  the  military
 will  be  paying  for  the  education
 of  other  vets  who  are  in  school

 at  the  time.  A  similar  situation

 today  is  Social  Security,  where

 we  who  are  working  today  are
 paying  for  our  grandparents'

 social  security.  The  money
 seems  to  have  disappeared,
 having  been  re-invested  in

 floating  big  corporations  and
 banks,  to  save  their  ass  and

 skin  ours.  This  plan  will  be

 no  exception.  With  benefits
 of  current  vets  being  slashed
 to  nothing,  its  ridiculous  to  be-
 lieve  that  vets  in  the  future  will

 get  better.  The  economic  cri-
 sis  that  the  rich  in  this  country
 are  plunging  into  and  tryíng  to

 drag  us  along  with  them  isn't

 going  to  improve.  Like  the  old

 saying  goes,  'They're  stealing
 from  Peter  to  pay  Paul."  But

 Peter  ain't  even  going  to  see
 the  money  again,  and  neither  is

 Paul.  It  doesn't  profit  the  rich
 to  pay  vets  benefits.  As  soon

 as  they  can  they  sweep  us  be-

 hind  the  door,  slowly  with  new
 attacks  like  this,  the  better  for
 them.

 The  military  has  jumped
 into  this  new  program  with  both

 feet,  advertising  it  as  the  great-

 est  thing  to  come  down  the  pike,
 in  order  to  suck  more  and  more

 young  people  into  the  military,
 young  people  working  for  $1.25

 an  hour  (if  they  have  a  job  at
 all).  The  ruling  class  needs
 plenty  of  fresh  meat  for  the  war

 that's  coming  and  they  hope  to

 sell  this  bogus  program  to
 working  class  kids  across  the
 country,  young  people  who  are

 really  interested  in  making  a
 better  life  for  themselves.

 At  the  same  time  the  nat-

 ional  leadership  of  organizations
 like  the  VFW,  DAV,  and  Amer-

 ican  Legion  pushed  this  program
 hard  in  Congress  under  the

 cover  of  ''more  money  for  our
 vets"  or  ''thése  vets  aren't  com-

 bat  vets  so  they  don't  need  as
 much  as  we  do.'  Whata  bunch
 of  bull---!  These  people  are
 the  direct  representatives  of

 vets  to  the  US  ruling  class,

 front  men  who  do  what  they're
 told  and  purposely  try  to  divide
 all  vets  from  each  other.

 One  example  of  this  is  the

 current  issue  of  the  Legion,
 national  magazine  of  the  Amer-

 ican  Legion,  which  spent  almost
 the  entire  issue  glorifying  past

 wars  or  beating  drums  for  the

 next.  The  new  benefits  plan

 story  on  page  9.

 which  they  actively  fought  tor
 isn't  even  mentioned.  Instead,
 the  only  mention  of  G  I  Bill
 benefits  are  two  short  articles

 (p.  27)  attacking  Vietnam-era
 vets  called  '"Current  G  I  Bill

 Already  Has  Cost  More  Than
 Two  Previous  Bills'  and  'Some
 Veterans  Eligible  for  Extra

 Benefits  Under  G  I  Bill,  "  an
 article  which  clues  us  in  oñ

 some  great  jobs  at  the  VA  for

 $2.50  an  hour!  They  have  the

 damn  nerve  of  suggesting  that
 vets  Cut  off  the  G  I  Bill  use

 this  to  pay  their  way  through
 school.  We  say  they  know

 where  they  can  take  this  crap
 and  shove  it!

 VVAW  stands  firm  on  this

 and  any  other  attacks.  We're

 not  going  to  take  it!  We  are  a

 fighting  veterans  organization,

 that  means  we  fight  for  WW  I,
 WW  II,  and  Korean  vets,  and
 future  vets  too!  It  makes  no

 difference  whether  its  WW  II

 vets  being  ripped  off  and  having
 to  live  like  animals  or  future

 vets,  used  in  another  war  and
 then  cast  aside  like  we  were.
 The  rich  want  to  treat  us  like

 trash  and  then  use  our  'good'"
 name  on  holidays.  Like  this

 past  Vets  Day  or  Memorial

 Day  when  they  cut  3.  7  million
 vets  off  the  Bill.  We  will  not

 stand  by  and  let  the  rich  bleed
 us,  first  in  war  and  now  here  at

 home.  Join  us  in  the  fight  to
 "Extend  and  Expand  the  G  I
 Bill,"

 NO  CUTS,  NO  WAY,

 THE  G.l.  BILL  IS

 HERE  TO  STAY!

 Vietnam  Veterans  Against
 the  War  (VVAW)  is  a  nationwide

 organization  of  veterans  from

 all  wars  which  figats  for  the
 needs  of  vets  and  stands  shoul-

 der  to  shoulder  with  working

 people  in  our  common  struggle

 against  the  rich  man's  system.
 VVAW  chapters  across  the  coun-

 try  are  building  a  national  cam-

 paign  to  Extend  and  Expand  the

 GI  Bill,  are  demanding  Jobs  or

 Income  Now,  and  are  saying
 that  We  Won't  Fight  Another
 Rich  Man's  War.

 ,

 VVAW  grew  out  of  the  move
 ment  against  the  Indochina  War

 as  veterans  of  that  war  joined

 together  to  fight  against  U.  in-
 volvement.  And,  as  the  US

 government  was  forced  to  with-

 draw,  VVAW  began  to  turn  its

 attention  to  the  way  in  which
 veterans  have  been  used  once

 and  then  thrown  away.

 Membership  in  VVAW  is
 open  to  veterans  and  others
 who  want  to  build  the  veterans'

 struggle.  Itincludes  selling
 The  Veteran  (the  VVAW  nation-

 al  newspaper),  wearing  a  VVAW
 button  and  paying  dues;  all  mem

 bers  are  encouraged,  as  much

 activities  of  local  VVAW  chap-
 ters.  VVAW  is  a  democratic
 organization  with  major  deci-

 sions  made  by  the  membership

 at  periodic  regional  and  nation-
 al  meetings.  For  more  infor-
 mation  on  joining  VVAW,  con-

 tact  the  local  chapter  or  the
 VVAW  National  Office,  P,  0O.

 Box  20184,  Chicago,  IL  60620.
 (312)  651-1583.
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 On  October  25,  in  Mankato,

 Minnesota,  members  of  the

 Minneapolis/St  Paul  chapter  of

 VVAW  attended'the  yearly

 meeting  of  the  Minnesota  Assoc-

 iation  of  Collegiate  Veterans

 (MACV).  From  beginning  to
 end,  the  meeting  was  organized

 to  steer  veterans,  angered  by

 the  abuse  they  receive  while

 collecting  the  GI  Bill  into  dead-
 end  channels.,

 The  meeting  opened  with
 the  commander  of  the  Mankato

 American  Legion  post  telling

 vets  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  Le-

 gion,  ''the  most  powerful  veter-

 ans'  organization  around,  ''

 What  he  didn't  say  is  that  the  Le-

 gion  is  the  'most  powerful'  be-
 cause  it  is  backed  up  by  the

 class  that  rules  the  country--

 the  rich.  What  he  didn't  say

 is  that  the  Legion,  through  its

 national  leadership,  spoke  out
 publically  for  a  cut-off  date  in
 benefits  to  Vietnam-era  vets,

 for  the  move  to  limit  eligibility

 from  10  to  8  years,  and  for  tak-

 ing  away  school  benefits  from
 soldiers  now  in  service,

 While  allowing  the  commán-
 der  time  to  tell  his  lies,  even
 MACV  state  officers  had  to

 point  out  that  the  American  Le-

 gion  had  done  a  poor'job  in  re-,

 ans.  A  VVAW  member  went

 further  and  pointed  out  that  the

 Legion  has  not  represented  vets
 of  any  era,  that  it  was  organiz-

 ed  by  Theodore  Roosevelt  and

 top  military  brass  to  build  sup-

 port  for  imperialist  ventures
 of  the  rich,  like  Vietnam,  not

 to  fight  for  the  demands  of  vets

 for  just  treatment.

 It  was  a  representativę
 from  the  National  Association

 of  Concerned  Veterans  (NACV)
 however,  that  raised  the  blood

 pressure  of  most  of  the  vets  to

 the  boiling  point.  Waving  the
 veterans  bill  that  recently  past

 Congress,  he  laid  the  blame  on
 veterans.  Mocking  vets  for
 complaining  but  not  actively

 lobbying  Congress,  writing  let-
 ters  to  their  ''representatives,  ''

 añnd  drumming  up  support  for

 smooth-talking  politicians,  he
 attempted  to  cover  over  who  is

 really  to  blame  for  the  abuses
 that  vets  suffer  and  what  vets

 can  do  to  fight  back.

 In  a  speech  delivered  ear-

 lier  in  the  meeting,  a  VVAW

 member  had  exposed  the  real
 nature  of  what  was  coming
 down.  'Thesê  abuses  are  not
 just  happenstance--just  the
 'way  it  is.'  They  are  the  re-
 sult  of  the  crisis  this  system

 is  in--the  attempt  of  the  rich

 in  this  country  to  make  vets,
 workers  and  others,  who  had

 nothing  to  do  with  creating  that

 crisis,  carry  it  on  their  backs."

 In  recounting  the  takeover  of
 the  Statue  of  Liberty  by  15  vets

 last  June,  the  participation  of

 hundreds  of  veterans  in  the

 Rich  Off  Our  Backs  Coalition

 in  Philadelphia  on  July  4th,  the

 nationwide  campaign  to  extend

 and  expand  the  GI  Bill,  and  the
 struggle  of  Ashby  Leach  to  get
 just  treatment  by  the  VA  and

 the  Chessie  railroad  system,
 VVAW  pointed  out  that  veterans

 have  begun  to  fight  back.

 Thus,  all  the  crap  that  the

 NACV  representative  was  giv-

 ing  out  was  exposed  from  the

 beginning.  As  the  NACV  rep-
 resentative  continued  his  attack

 on  veterans,  many  throughout  :
 the  room  began  turning  the  ta-
 bles  around.  One  vet  from  a

 vocational  school  in  Canby,  told

 of  his  two-day  wait  in  the  VA
 offices  in  St  Paul  to  find  out

 what  had  happened  to  his  checks.

 Only  after  tearing  up  the  wait-

 ing  room  was  he  successful  in

 getting  some  attention  to  his E
 continued  on  page  14
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 rich,  go  of  and  fight  their  war
 and,  once  it  is  over,  return
 home  with  these  same  rulers

 still  firmly  holding  on  to  their

 positions  of  wealth  and  power.
 And  that,  as  discussed  in  VVAW

 regional  conferences  (see  page
 10)  isn't  at  all  what  we're  look-

 ing  for.

 Because  people  who  see

 the  world  in  this  light  do  not
 want  to  admit  that  what  iheir

 position  finally  says  is  to  sup-

 port  the  US  ruling  class,  they

 go  through  all  kinds  of  verbal

 gymnastics  talking  about  ''main

 Throughout  the  morning

 war,  '  ''main  blows,  ''  etc.  Dur-

 ing  the  evening  session  of  the
 conference,  Bob  Avakian,  Chair-
 man  of  the  Central  Committee

 of  the  Revoluti>nary  Commun-

 ist  Party,  shattered  some  of

 this  verbal  fancy  footwork  when
 he  said,  'I've  heard  all  this

 muddled  nonsense  about  main
 blows,  main  enemy,  etc.  I'm
 going  to  set  this  straight  right
 now.  The  main  enemy  (i.e.

 the  two  superpowers)  is  the

 main  danger  in  the  world  today
 and  that's  who  we'll  direct  the

 main  blow  against.  '

 shops,  and  the  evening  debate,

 the  position  put  forward  by  the

 RCP--and  supported  by  the

 great  majority  of  the  2200  peo-

 imperíalist  superpowers  as  the
 source  of  the  growing  danger
 of  war,  and  the  moving  force

 behind  much  of  what  is  happen-

 ing  internationally.  Inside  this
 framework,  particular  regions,
 countries  or  situations  afe

 more  threatened  by  one  of  the

 superpowers  than  the  other.  In
 the  countries  of  Eastern  Europe,

 for  instance,  the  revolutionary

 drive  of  the  people  of  those  coun-
 tries  to  be  free  of  outside  domi-

 nation  must  be  directed  against
 the  rulers  of  the  Soviet  Union

 while  US  imperialism  is  much

 the  lesser  danger  at  this  time.
 Just  the  reverse  is  true  in  the

 case  of  South  America.

 The  way  in  which  conditions
 can  change--sometimes  rapidly
 --is  seen  in  a  country  such  as

 Egypt  where,  for  a  period  of

 time,  they  were  closely  allied

 with  the  Soviet  Union,  receiving

 large  amounts  of  economic  and

 military  aid  and  assistance.  But
 what  they  increasingly  discov-
 ered  was  that  this  aid  had  a

 whole  lot  of  strings  attached  to
 it  and  that  when  decisions  were

 made  for  the  good  of  the  coun-

 try  rather  than  at  the  direction
 of  the  Soviet  Union,  those

 strings  were  pulled  tight.  And

 so  they  finally  rejected  Soviet

 aid,  a  good  thing  for  the  people

 of  the  country.  At  the  same

 time,  however,  they  began  to
 turn  to  the  other  superpower  for

 help--and  US  aid  comes  with

 all  the  same  strings,  just  a  dif-

 ferent  puppet-master.  `
 As  was  pointed  out  again

 and  again  throughout  the  confer-
 ence,  a  correct  understanding
 of  the  situation  in  the  world  is

 crucial  to  building  our  struggle
 here  at  home--that  is  why  work-
 ers,  veterans,  students  from

 all  over  the  country  came  to

 the  conference  so  that  they
 could  return  home  to  whatever

 battles  they  were  fighting  with

 a  clearer  understanding  of  the
 international  situation.  Parti-
 çularly  during  the  debate  in  the

 evening  session  of  the  conference,
 it  was  seen  that  issue  after  issue

 came  down  to  our  redoubling  our

 efforts  to  throw  off  the  imperial-

 greatest  single  contribution  the
 American  people  can  make  to

 the  struggles  òf  the  world's  peo-

 ple.  We  can--and  do--fight  a-
 gainst  war  preparations  in  this
 country,  against  US  operations

 in  potential  hot  spots  (like  US

 troops  in  South  Korea)  and  ex-

 pose  new  moves  by  both  US  and
 Soviet  Union  imperialist  bosses.
 But  though  struggling  against

 the  imperialist  maneuverings  of
 the  US  ruling  class  can  have  an
 effect--as  it  did  in  the  massive

 support  for  the  Indochinese  peo-
 ple--the  only  long  range  solution
 is  to  get  rid  of  the  imperialist

 ruling  class.
 €
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 Elections

 glowing  promises.  For  many
 people,  however,  there's  still
 a  shred  of  hope.  'Ford  isa
 pretty  decent  person,  '  people

 thought;  'Maybe  he  will  be  able
 to  make  things  better  for  us--
 at  least  he's  honest.  '  And  the

 rich  who  were  backing  Ford

 For  even  more  people  it

 was  'Carter  hasn't  had  any-

 thing  to  do  with  the  mess  we're

 in,  so  maybe  he'll  be  able  to

 pull  us  out  of  it.  '  Even  Car-

 ter's  representatives  couldn't
 do  much  better;  when  the  Chi-

 cago  Chapter  of  VVAW  held  an
 election  debate,  the  person

 sent  by  the  Carter  campaign

 could  only  say,  'Well,  we  don't
 know  much  about  Carter  and

 what  he'll  do,  but  he'll  probab-

 ly  be  better  than  Ford.'  Or,
 as  one  woman  who  voted  for

 Carter  put  it,  'I  just  crossed

 my  fingers,  closed  my  eyes,

 and  pulled  the  lever.  '

 Playing  on  what  hope  peo-

 ple  had,  the  rulers  of  this  coun-

 try  went  to  tremendous  lengths

 to  whip  up  our  enthusias:n  to
 vote.  Neither  candidate  stirred
 up  much  excitement,  so  excite-
 had  to  be  created.  And  the  med-

 ia  was  a  willing  ally  of  the  rich

 in  trying  to  get  people  interest-
 ed.  Playboy  interviews,  the-
 photogenic  families  of  the  can-
 didates,  and  finally,  as  polls
 showed  that  fewer  and  fewer

 people  were  planning  to  vote,
 there  was  suddenly  the  ''thrill''
 of  a  close  election.  Radio,  TV,
 newspapers  blared  out  the  mess-

 age  that  it  doesn't  really  matter
 who  you  yote  for,  but  you're

 got  to  get  out  there  and  vote.

 For  the  bankers  and  indus-

 trial  barons  who  pumped  mil-
 lions  into  each  candidate  and
 who  run  the  media  which  built

 them  up,  the  point  wasn't  which

 politician  won;  they  wanted  to
 use  this  election  to  restore

 faith  in  the  ''democratic  pro-

 cess.  They  wanted  to  con-
 vince  the  American  people  that

 the  VETERAN
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 it  is  really  us  who  run  the  coun-
 try,  and  that  no  matter  what

 happens  from  here  on,  we  are
 the  ones  to  blame;  and  that  the

 only  hope  we  have  to  solve  the
 problems  facing  us  is  to  put  our

 faith  in  their  electoral  system.

 As  John  D  Rockefeller  IV,  gov-

 ernor-elect  of  West  Virginia,

 and  nephew  of  Nelson  and  David

 said  of  voting,  ''It's  not  just  a

 way  to  change  things.  It's  the

 only  way."

 So  Carter  will  soon  assume

 thing  about  unemployment,  des-
 pite  his  loud  campaign  rhetoric?

 Hardly.  Maybe  he'll  come  up
 with  some  small-scale  public
 works  project.  He's  already
 stated,  ''Why  pay  a  man  $80  for

 doing  nothing  (unemployment
 compensation)  when  you  can  pay
 him  $100  a  week  to  rebuild  the
 railroads.''  That's  the  essence
 of  his  'solution''  to  unemploy-

 ment:  lay  off  railroad  workers

 making  somewhere  close  to  a

 living  wage  and  drive  down  all

 wages.

 And  what  about  Carter's

 promises  to  veterans?  Ina  let-
 ter  sent  out  by  the  Carter  cam-

 paign,  he  says  "I  believe  there
 is  a  historic  covenant  between

 the  people  of  our  great  country
 and  those  who  have  borne  the

 pain,  suffering,  and  wounds  of
 war....''  And  then  he  gets  down

 to  ''specifics''--'If  I  am  elected,
 I  will  try  to  assure  that  Vietnam
 veterans  are-not  forgotten  but

 are  given  the  same  honors  and
 benefits  as  those  who  fought  in
 earlier  wars.''

 Great!  That's  just  what
 we  needed.  Maybe  he  means

 that,  like  the  veterans  of  World
 War  I,  we'll  have  to  pull  off  a

 Bonus  March  toeven  get  the

 crumbs  that  Carter  and  his
 class  are  willing  to  let  us  have?

 Or  maybe  it  means  that  we'll
 be  honored  by  having  wreaths

 laid  on  our  graves  éëvery  Veter-

 No  thanks.  Our  needs  are  far

 different  than  that--we  need

 decent  jobs,  an  adequate  GI

 Bill,  good  VA  healthcare  along
 with  the  long  list  of  things  that

 all  working  people  need  in  this

 country.

 So  what's  going  to  change
 when  Carter  takes  over  the

 White  House  in  January?  What

 will  be  the  result  of  years  of

 campaigning  and  promising

 and  smiling  at  the  electorate  ?

 There  may  be  sone  new  faces

 (and  probably  not  too  many  of
 them)  and  that's  about  it,  Car-
 ter  will  be  head  of  the  machin-

 ery  of  government.  He'll

 claim  to  be  acting  on  behalf.  of
 of  the  people.  But  Carter  can

 only  do  as  other  presidents  be-
 fore  him  have--maintain  an  ''or-

 der'  which  keeps  a  handful  on

 top  of  society  and  the  great

 majority  of  people  on  the  bot-

 tom.  No  appeals  for  'unity''

 can  stop  the  working  people

 from  fighting  for  the  things  they
 need  in  order  to  survive  against
 that  class  ofcapitalists  who
 take  all  that  is  produced.  Nor

 can  veterans  afford  to  sit  idly

 by  while  gains  which  have  been

 won  through  our  struggles  in

 the  past  are  chipped  away.  And
 we  won't!

 What  the  rulers  of  this

 country  are  trying  to  hide  is

 that  the  capitalist  system  is
 governed  by  laws  of  develop-

 ment,  not  by  the  wishes  of  this

 or  that  politician.  As  long  as

 the  whole  set-up  in  this  coun-

 try  is  based  on  the  majority  of

 the  people  slaving  their  lives

 away  in  the  factories  and  mills
 while  the  fruits  of  their  labor  go

 unemployment,  decay,  war,”and
 greater  exploitation  -will  be  the
 result.  The  capitalists  are  re-
 quired  to  drive  the  workers
 harder  and  harder  to”squeeze

 ever  more  profit  and  just  as

 surely,  the  workers  will  fight
 back  and  resist  their  oppres-
 sion.  This  is  a  basic  law  of

 capitalism.  Jimmy  Carter  can-
 not  change  this,  nor  does  he
 want  to  considering  that  he  him-

 self  has  grown  rich  off  the  la-
 bor  of  others.

 No  doubt  once  Carter  is

 President  we  will  be  told  for

 month  after  month  to  "give  him

 a  chance.  But  the  real  steps
 forward  for  people  are  not

 "gifts"  from  politicians  like
 Carter,  but  the  results  of  our

 own  struggles.  Across  the
 country  people  are  fighting
 these  rulers  on  different  battle-

 cent  standard  of  living,  in  bat-

 tles  to  prevent  closings  of
 schools  and  hospitals,  in  the

 fight  against  wars  and  military
 adventures.  Vets  aresfightff
 cutoffs  in  the  GI  Bill  før  entire.’

 scho>ls  as  in  the  Bostýh  area,
 or  taking  on  the  Chêssie  systern

 and  the  courts  to  win  freedom

 for  Ashby  Leach  and  further
 expose  the  way  that  vetgrare
 dealt  with.

 =  s  Ć¿Ľ  E  -  G  ©  a  e  i  a  a  S  e  a  a  a  e  a  a  E  e  a  e  e  E  e  E  e  a

 Even  while  the  election

 votes  were  being  totalled,
 there  were  demonstrations  a-

 round  the  country  under  the

 slogan  'Politicians  Fight  For
 $$  Interests,  We  Must  Fight

 For  Our  Own."  Called  by  the

 Unemployed  Workers  Organi-

 zing  Committees,  the  spirited
 demonstrations  won  support

 from  many  who  saw  or  heard
 about  them.  In  cities  from  Los

 Angeles  to  Boston,  VVAW  Chap-
 ters  took  part  in  these  demon-

 strations  uniting  with  the  need
 to  expose  the  lies  about  national

 "unity,  ''  and  to  point  to  the  na-

 ture  of  the  system  under  which
 we  live.

 The  demonstrations  won

 support  because  they  did  more

 than  just  expose  the  fraud  that
 elections  are,  or  talk  about  the

 phoney  ''unity'  which  politicians
 push  in  order  to  keep  their  cro-

 nies  on  top.  The  demonstra-
 tions  also  pointed  to  the  solution

 to  the  problems  we  face-  -that

 what  we've  got  we've  won  through

 fighting  for  it,  and  that  to  keep
 it,  we  have  to  continue  to  fight.

 What  workers  are  saying  and
 vets  are  uniting  with  is  this:

 "Our  political  activity  will  not

 be  confined  to  pulling  a  lever

 every  four  years,  to  choosing
 between  two  servants  for  those

 who  rob  us  and  keep  us  down.

 We  fight  every  day  for  what  we

 need  to  live--and  that  fight  is

 growing.  The  more  they  attack

 us  and  the  more  they  try  to
 make  us  accept  their  attacks

 with  window  dressing  like  the
 elections,  the  more  we  must
 take  matters  into  our  own  hands.

 And  that's  what  we  are  doing.

 We  make  society  run,  why  can't
 we  run  society?"

 mimmin ,
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 WAS  WON
 ER  s  PENA  ‘y3  thin  meal.  The  hiring  ħalls a  3  :  were  packed  with`workers  hop-

 aTait  tei  Wa  |  :  21N  Ni  ing  desparately  to  be  one  of  the
 lucky  ones  to  get  a  job.  We

 would  go  to  shape-up  at  4  o'-

 clock  in  the  morning  looking  for

 a  day's  work.  Sometimes  you
 had  to  pay  the  stewards  a  $3
 bribe  for  the  priviľege  of  work-
 ing.  During  those  times  I  could

 never  find  a  job  that  lasted  for
 more  than  a  few  months.  In  the

 face  of  all  these  problems  peo-
 ple  were  beginning  to  move.

 Q:  Could  you  go  into  that
 some  more?

 A:  At  first  people  were
 kind  of  in  a  state  of  shock  from

 what  was  going  on.  The  Depres-
 sion  hit  like  some  kind  of  natu-

 ral  disaster  that  you  couldn't

 do  anything  about,  but  do  your

 best  to  get  over.  But  pretty
 soon  the  anger  and  hatred  of

 the  workers  began  pouring  out

 1930's,  he  took  part  in  some  of  the  major  battles  for  unioniza-  and  people  began  fighting.  In
 tion  and  unemployment  insurance.  Today,  after  40  years  in  the  these  fights  the  Unemployed
 struggle,  he  is  still  active  in  building  the  worker  s’  movement  Councils  played  a  key  role.
 as  a  member  of  the  United  Workers  Organization  of  New  York-  Q:  What  were  the  Un:m- New  Jersey.  :  ployed  Councils?

 A:  The  Councils  were  or-

 ğanizafťions  of  unemployed  work-

 ers  dedicated  to  fighting  the  cap-
 italists  for  better  living  condi-

 tions,  for  unemployment  insur-

 ance.  The  Unemployed  Coun-
 cils  built  massive  battles  a-

 gainst  unemployment.

 The  interview  was  first  printed  in  UWOC  News,  the  national

 publication  of  the  Unemployed  Workers  Organizing  Committee.
 With  chapters  in  major  cities  around  Fhe  country,  UWOC  is

 fighting  to  organize  the  unemployed  under  the  slogan,  'Employed/

 Unemployed;  Same  Crisis,  Same  Fight.  '  Like  the  Unemployed
 Councils  of  the  30's,  they  march  under  the  banner  'We  Won't
 Scab  and  We  Won't  Starve.  '  For  more  information  about  UWOC

 or  to  get  copies  of  their  publications,  write  UWOC,  P,O,  Box

 17449,  Chicago,  IL  60617.  :  Q:  What  was  the  day  to  day
 VVAW  works  closely  with  UWOC  around  the  country.  With  work  of  the  Unemployed  Coun-

 unemployment  among  vets  even  higher  than  among  non-vets,  cils  ?.  How  did  they  build  the
 VVAW,  like  UWOC,  raises  the  demand  Jobs  or  Income  Now.  struggle?
 The  struggle  of  vets  for  jobs  was  also  part  of  the  battles  des-  A:  As  far  as  the  Councils
 cribed  in  the  interview.  Not  only  were  many  veterans  involved  were  concerned,  their  job  con-
 in  the  hunger  marches  talked  about  in  the  interview,  but  the  sisted  of  organizing  workers  on
 demand  for  unemployment  compensation  was  one  of  the  major  a  block  by  block  basis.  One  of
 demands  of  the  Bonus  March  in  1932  when  25,000  veterans  2nd  the  major  struggles  was  against
 their  families  turned  Washington  DC  into  a  vets  encampment.  evictions.  Where  a  family  was

 an  night.  Shanty-towns  sprang  up  8¢tting  evicted  because  they

 Depression?  bleak  shelter  for  those  who  had  ¢il  organized  workers  to  fight
 Answet:  Theré'was  no  been  evicted.  All  the  while  the  marshalls  and  the  police.

 President  Hoover  was  saying  The  marshalls  would  try  to such  thing  as  unemployment
 compensation  at  that  time.  Peo-

 ple  were  faced  with  being  thrown

 recovery  is  just  around  the  cor-  move  the  furniture  out  and  the
 ner  and  that  the  sv:ution  was  to  WOrkers  would  block  them  and

 :  :  :  move  it  back.  There  were
 out  of  their  homes,  and  the  put  more  money  into:big  busis
 question  of  where  the  next  meal  "288.  This  jerk  had  the  honor  thousands  -ofbloody  battles  in

 was  coming  from  became  a  life  of  having  the  shanty-towns  na-  N  EH  gaor  Ae  or  tami  i saddeeth  Dame  SCI  lines  med  after  him.  They  were  would  gather  food  for  families :  P  called  Hoovervilles.  that  had  none.  They  organized
 were  set  up  by  the-fede  z@l  gavr..  entertainment  and  cultural  and
 ernment,  by  various  shariy  a  t  was  it  like  trying  educational  activities.  In  this

 and  by  the  Salvation  Arm  ttina  wok  during  those  times?  way  the  Unemployed  Councils government  gave  away  caÐes®#of i  wore  out  our  shoes  formed  broad  alliances  with  the
 apples  that  unemployed  workers‘  fobking  fop  work.  With  one  nic-  people  and  with  other  organiza  -
 would  try  to  sell  for  five  cepts  ,  kel  in  our,pockets  to  get  us  tions,  like  senior  citizens  clubs,
 apiece.  Banks  wef  closingall  through  the  day,  we  couldn't  church  groups  and  labor  unions.
 over  the  place  and  people's  life  4  ¢¢0rd'tfifhn-fare,  but  had  to  When  the  time  came  for  a  de-
 savings  were  wiped  out  over-  save  our  nickel  for  that  one  `  monstration,  the  Councils  could

 put  out  the  call  and  thousands  of
 workers  would  come  out.

 Q:  Is  this  the  way  unem-

 ployed  workers  came  together
 to  fight  for  their  demands  ?

 A:  The  main  way.  Alila-

 cross  the  country  the  Unem-
 ployed  Councils  were  an  active
 force.  In  1930  here  in  New

 York  City  for  example,  110,000

 workers  jammed  Union  Square

 to  demand  unemployment  insur-

 ance,  jobs  at  union  wages  and
 an  end  to  child  labor,  and  health
 and  retirement  benefits.  The
 demonstration  was  mercilessly
 attacked  by  25,000  cops,  beat-

 ing  and  trampling  anyone  they
 could  get  their  hands  on.  It

 was  clear  that  the  same  people

 who  had  thrown  us  out  of  work
 were  now  deathly  afraid  of  us.

 In  1934  the  Councils  brought
 workers  from  all  over  the  coun-

 try  to  Wasia  3ton,  DC.  This

 was  a  real  disciplined  Hunger
 March  that  moved  from  town  to

 town  and  kept  picking  up  the
 support  of  broad  masses  of

 working  people.

 Q:  How  were  the  workers

 able  to  build  the  fight  in  the
 face  of  all  these  attacks  ?

 A:  From  these  kind  of  ac-
 tions  millions  of  workers  were

 learning  who  were  their  friends
 and  who  were  their  enemies.

 The  AFL  came  out  in  the  early
 30's  saying  that  the  demand  fór
 relief  was  Un-American  and

 that  the  Unemployed  Councils

 were  a  communist  conspiracy.
 The  Councils  and  the  CP  did

 alot  of  education  to  counter

 these  attacks.  Leaflets  and
 pamphlets  answered  questions
 like:  Who's  responsible  for  the

 economic  crisis?  Why  are  all
 the  banks  closed?  What  side

 are  the  politicians  on?  Why  are
 the  police  attacking  us?  Mil-
 lions  of  workers  saw  that  the

 real  danger  wasn't  with  the  Un-

 employed  Councils  or  the  CP,

 which  stood  side  by  side  with

 the  workers  in  their  struggles,

 but  the  capitalist  system  that

 threw  one-quarter  of  the  work
 force  out  of  work  and  allowed

 thóusands  to  starve  or  freeze  to

 death,  while  brutally  attacking

 any  struggle  to  fight  these  con-
 ditions.  The  '30's  was  a  time
 when  workers  of  this  country,

 employed  and  unemployed  alike,

 rose  up  and  fought  the  capital-
 ists  tooth  and  nail  for  a  decent

 life  and  a  decent  future.

 the  VETERAN
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