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More on the path for.the black Ilberatlon struggle.

The History of the CPUSA and the cl
on the Right to Self-Determination

The last issue of The Workers' Advocate Supple-
ment was devoted to an important theoretical ques-
tion concerning the struggle of the black people
againist the rabid racist oppression by.the American
capitalist ruling class. This question is whether
the black peoplé constitute not just a oppressed
rationality, but a nation with a definite territory
in the black belt South whose right to self-determi-
nation (right to decide on secession) should be
recognized.

The articles and statistics publlshed in
Supplement showed that such a nation exist [ at one
time, but that by the 1960's, if not earlier, it had
been dispersed. -This dispersal, painful to the
extreme. due to the racist oppression which accom-
panied it,
the struggle of the black-people and was one of the

factors responsible for the power and sweep of  the -
great upsurge of the black people's movement of the |

1960's. - Far from eliminating the importance of the
black people s movement, this dispersal helped in-
crease the power and sweep of the black people's
. struggle and its role in the revolutionary movement
as a whole.

The analysis that a black nation existed in the
black belt South, where we refer not just to a
nation in the sense of a people, but a nation with a
definite territory where the black people were a
majority of the population, was put forward by the
Communist International in 1928 ‘and upheld by the
Communist Party of the USA which at that time was

the revolutionary party of the. Amerlcan proletar-»
- iat. . o~

The CI showed that the brutal oppress10n of the
black people was national oppression, similar to the
" brutalities that have descended on the backs of
.other oppressed nations and national minorities

elsewhere around the world. It used this to show
" the importance ~of the struggle of the' black people

~

The

nevertheless resulted in strengthening

‘gists for the Soviet revisionists.

to the revolution in the U.S., ~and it also upheld
the right to self-determmatlon of the territory of

the ;black natlon, i.e., the right of the people of

that territory to decide themselvés on whether they
wished to form a separate country or continue to
live in the U.S. The CI's stand was upheld by the
CPUSA, -which stepped up its work for black liberta-
tion with dramatic success.

But there have been new developments in the half-
century since then. The black people have béen

mainly dispersed from the black belt South to the

urban areas of the North or to cities in the 'South
but outside the black belt. The area of black

.majority in the South has shrunk to scattered, dis-

connected pockets containing a tiny fraction of the
black people in the U.S., hardly 4% if that. The
black people now constitute a bitterly oppressed
nationality, but not a nation in the strict sense of
a natlon based on a territory.

The CPUSA Has Become a Ca'mpt Party ..
Defemling the Liberal Bourgevisie oo

As Well the CPUSA is now neither a revolutlonary- -

party .nor a proletarian party. It is a sold-out
reformist party, cringing on the outskirts of. the
Democratic 'Party, calling on the masses to' support
the liberal bourgeoisie -and also serving as -apolo=
As well it no
longer subscribes to the concept of the existence of

the black nation in the South. However, it didn't

. abandon this theory just because the black people -
~had become’ dispersed, but because the CPUSA no long- -

er wanted to say anything that might offend the

reformists or the liberals, Thus the CPUSA denoun-
' this "analysis as - always wrong.

W1th the utter degeneration of the CPUSA, it

_ became crucial to rebuild a genuine communist
-to tjeplace the hollow,

burned-out shell that the
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CPUSA had become. . The working class needs a revo-
lutionary,, Leninist party; not a corrupt revisionist
party living “on hand-outs from the bourgemsle. *

The Ne(rRedeon&s and Nadoml Fetjshism
- With - the mass upsurge of -the 1960's,

“ment, sumrmed up their expenence, and began turning
to Marxism-Leninism.
sionism and building a new communist party began to
come to the fore.

But there were many obstacles the new wave of
activists faced.. One of these obstacles was the
rise of the neo-revisionist trend of the 1960's and
1970's. This trend claimed to be independent of ~the
revisionist CPUSA, but it denigrated .the  important
task of party-building, was unable to adopt stable
revolutionary positions, and in fact borrowed heavi-

ly from the legacy of the CPUSA's liberal-labor-

politics (i.e. liberal bourgeois politics put for-
ward in the name of the working class and, general-
1y, mcludmg a soft attitude towards the labor
bureaucrats). This-is the trend that gave rise to
the socialchauvinists (who gave up the struggle for

revolution while joining the American bourgeoisie -in

directing the "main blow" at the Russian  bour-
geoisie) and "three worlders" of the mid- and
latter- 1970's' and the hqulda}tors of - today.

. A’ number of these ‘neo-revisionist circles took ‘up
the stand that a black nation existed in the black
belz South despite the dramatic dispersal of  the
black population. They did this in order to uphold

national fetishism — the abandonment of the Lenin-
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many acti-.
vists came forward, ‘threw themselves into the: move- -

'The tasks of fighting revi-

-determination? -

(U.S., Canada, Mexico) ISSN 0882-63 6_(5]

- ist. teachings on revolutionary struggle under the,
~cover of exaggerated rhetoric about the right to
" self-determination of the oppressed.nationalities in
the U.S..:
“black people's struggle ,(or .that of the other. na-
- tionalities).
- secession of a territory where the black people no

This national fetishism did not help the
- How  could upholding the right to

longer ' constituted -a majority be of any use? How

.could abandoning-the Leninist teachings on revolu-

tion and class struggle be of any help in . giving
correct guidance to the black activists moving to-
wards corimunism? ~ And indeed .the mnational fetishism
was used not -to: promote the struggle of the: black
people, but to justify allying with the black bour-
geoisie in. particular and with the reformists in
general. . '

"The adVocates of national fetlshlsm promoted

‘petty-bourgeois nationalism in the . movement of the
' oppressed nationalities, denigrated the role of the
- revolutionary class struggle, and in general denied

the Leninist principles. .They tried to make this
revolutionary by saying that they were really up-

" holding the "lessons of :the CI and the CPUSA in its

revolutionary period, for didn't the CI and the
CPUSA say that a black nation existed. in the black -
belt South and.call for upholding its right to self-
They presented defense - of ‘the re-
formism - of the bourgeoisie of the -oppressed . nation-
alities as- defense. of " the oppressed natignalities.

-~ And they presented -denigration of the -class -struggle
-and -the socialist revolution - as- upholding the Lenin-.

ist ‘teachings on the. national. liberation movement.
.In this - way the neo-revisionists . used national

fetishism. .to" make - their- opportunism look revolution-
- ary ahd "communist"..
- teachings on' self-determination as a- cover for . their
"‘opportunism;, - and - they accused -all those in' the Marx-
*ist-Len‘inist.’movement‘ who stood against them of

‘They distorted the Leninist
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being chauvmists and rac1sts who opposed the strug-
gle of the black people. .

Thus at the same time as they denounced the
revolutionary Marxist-Leninists as racists, they
defended ' the . bourgeoisie of the oppressed: national-
ities and various -reformists as. fighters against
imperialism. In their view, to say that- a nation
was oppressed meant that' the bourgeoisie of that
nation. - was . automatically - progressive and should be
supported.

worldism, which - justified the worst oppressors and

butchers -in the "third world" as allegedly - fighters

against imperialism and lost sight of the task of
supporting -the revolutionary movement of the- workers
and peasants. - And indeed national fetishism :on: the
black national .question ,was closely related to:-and
part of the. problem -of three worldism and Maoism,
although it spread more - Wldely than Just “the . Mamst
circles.

‘ Leamfrunﬂ)emmyofﬂ)eCommmﬂstMovement!

The attempt of the neo-revisionists. to juscify
their opportunism in the name of the CI and the
~ revolutionary period of the CPUSA - adds interest to

the question of the history of the CPUSA" and the CI.

on the black national question. But this question
is also important in its own right, for the work of
‘the CPUSA in its revolutionary days marked a whole
new stage both in the black people's movement and in
the relationship between the black people's movement
and the general revolutionary. movement. .Never be-

fore ‘had the revolutionary working -class movement

thrown itself with such- force and -consciousness into
the struggle for the liberation of the black people,
‘And this history also shows the importance of the CI
in remolding the communist groups around the world
into ‘communist parties and teaching them the Lenin-

" On the history of the CPUSA and the CI
- on the black matianal questian in theU.S.
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The 1928 Resolution of the CI .9
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‘This naturally fit in well with three.
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- ist prmciples of party—bulldmg and revolutlon.

‘Below we carry the article promised in the last
issue of The Supplement on the history of the stand
of the CI and CPUSA on the black national question.

_This article is based on a speech given at the

Second National Conference of the MLP in fall, 1984.
It has been revised and -supplemented in llne with
further research and inner-party discussion and for
the purpose of making it more easily understandable
by readers not familiar with the subject. <>

' -~ ON THE HISTORY
OF THE CPUSA AND THE CI
ON THE BLACK NATIONAL QUESTION
. IN THE U.S.

Based on a speech at the Second National Conference
of the MLP USA
Comrades, - v .
In this: speech I shall go into some/of the .his-
tory of the Communist Party of the USA and the

Communist International on the black national ques- -
I will - particularly deal ‘with the 1928 and

tion.
1930 resolutions’ of the CI, their valuable role in
pushing’ forward the work of the CPUSA, and also

certain weaknesses that appear in. the 1930 resolu- -

tion. As-well, I shall trace the historical roots
of the problem of the national fetishism that later
became so prominent with the neo-revisionists of the

late. 1960's and 1970's and the liquidators of today.

The First Years of the CPUSA B

From its earliest days the CPUSA stood head and
shoulders above anything else in the left. on the

, question of struggle against the oppression of the

T

Resistance to the CI's AnalysiS v.eeesecssassecesell

- The Debate Leading to the 1930 CI Resolution ceenal2
* The 1930 Resolution of the CI .....

nqococoo.o--cl3
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Among the Black Masses P PR Vi

and the Black . National Question
National Fetishism Helps Sidetrack

the Repudiation of BrowderisSm :...ceeeeeeeseeel9
Nation-Building and Anti-Assimilationism
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Omitting the Question of the Revolution .....e....22
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Oppose National Fetishism While

- Carrying Forward the Struggle Against
- Racism and National Oppression!
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_black masses. - At a time when the AFL unions organ-
ized on a. strict . Jim Crow . basis and mainly excluded -

blacks altogether, and in face of the racist tradi-
tions of the right and center leaders - that had
dominated the Socialist Party, the CPUSA stood up
from the start to demand equality for blacks and
organized the party and the trade unions on a uni-
.tary basis. In the early days of the Party, the
communists were among the defenders -of the black
communities against the. post-World War I pogroms

" that weré organized against the black people and

also tosmash the post—war strike wave of the work-
ers, .
But' the CPUSA ‘had d1ff1cu1ty going very far be-

"yond the stand of the left-wing of the Socialist
Party out of which it had been formed. For a number -
of years the CPUSA continued to be plagued by, ves-

tiges of social-democratic thinking on the black
‘people's movement. It seems that the Party,
it worked -hard to unite the black and white workers
‘in unitary organizations, 'did not grasp the revolu-
tionary significance of the struggle against the
oppression of the black people, but tended to' regard
. this struggle as simply -a comphcating factor- to the
class struggle. ~ The Party had a tendency to reduce
the struggle against the oppression of the black
people to solely one of its crucial fronts, namely,
organizing - the black workers into united trade
unions.. And it seemed that the Party in its early

- years regarded the struggle against racist oppres-

sion as . mainly for only one part of the Party.

.Thus, while the CPUSA did develop a -special paper to

agitate among the black people and. certain special
on the whole the central press' ap-
pears to have been rather passwe ‘on the black

. people's struggle: ,
In this situation, the dlscussmns around the 6th -

Congress of ‘the CI in 1928 and the: CI resolutions of

1928 and 1930 played a major role in the Party's
- They "eliminated the influence -

work on. this front.
of the view, carried over from the left wing of the
Socialist: Party, “that regarded the struggle of the
black people as a 'sec‘ondary issue, - These resolu-

Read: ! ‘ .

' Whatpathfortheblackllbaationsmxggle‘?
Why the liquidators of today champion the black

nation theory

Resolution of the MLP on the black mﬂoml qlm—
_ tion

FmﬂleSeoorﬂ(hm'esofﬂlem.Pmtheblad(
people's ‘movement

Onthebladcmrlmalqusdmandvﬂnedghtm_'

self-determmation

Mapsandﬂg\monthedis;nsaloftheblad(
peq:le from the - black belt South .

In the-Octher 15th issue of R
. The Workers' Advocate Supplement

while .

tions would orient the CPUSA to regard the libera-
tion struggle of the black masses as a central
question of the revolutionary. movement, to take it .

- up as a matter for the entlre party, and to drama-

tically step up its work in the black peoples

- movement, which it did with great success..

Let's examine this early history, prior to the CI
"resolutions of 1928 and 1930, in more detail.

The Emergence of the CPUSA
The Socialist Party, prior to 1919, contained
_ both reformist and revolutionary wings. World War I

brought the struggle inside the Socialist Party. to
the boiling point, and the year after the war ended,
in 1919, the Socialist Party split when the ‘reform-
ist leaders nullified the inner-party elections
‘which - the "left wing had just won and expelled the.
left wing en masse. The Communist Party then emer-
ged out-of the left wing of the Socialist Party.
(Until the unity congress in 1921 there were actual-
ly two separate communist parties formed out of the
left wing of the SP, these two parties originally
being called the Commumst Party of America and the
Communist Labor Party of America.) ‘

The newly-founded Communist Party rallied to its
side the "advanced elements from  the working class
movement ‘and alsp the revolutionary, class—conscious
elements of the- black - people's movement. This, in
part accounts for the fact that the CP's stand
toward the black people's movement was, even in its
early years, far more advanced than that of any
_other political force of that time.
. gards, particular note can be taken of many mili-
tants of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)
and of the leaders of the Trade Union Education
League (TUEL) and of the African Blood Brotherhood
(ABB) ]ommg the CP in the early - 1920’3.

'Ihe IWW — The Industrial Workers of the World

. ,The IWW was. a mihtant working class orgamzatlon
founded in 1905 .in- opposition to the sold-out, reac-
‘tionary AFL trade union leadership. It sought to
build fighting trade unions on, an industrial basis
(one union ‘for an entire industry) and to organize
all workers, not just skilled and better-situated
workers, It was supported by the left wing of the SP
and was a center for activists opposed to capital-
‘ism;, the ‘passivity of the SP leadership, - and the
class collaboration of the AFL. It waged many hard
- struggles agalnst savage repressmn by the capltal-
ists,

The TWW orgamzed black workers on the basis of

equality. into integrated trade unions; in particu-
lar, it succeeded in organizing -many black dock .
workers in Philadelphia and Wwaged hard struggles in
western Louisiana and eastern Texas in the lumber
woods, when it united several thousands of black
workers with white workers. The IWW was also. known
“for its defense of Asian and Mexican workers.

It became attached ‘to anarcho-syndlcahst theo-

In this re- .




ries. For example, it organized dual umions as a
matter of principle,
action as a reaction to the opportunism of -the
reformist leaders of the Socialist Party.. It .wor-
shipped spontarieity and had a hard. ti.rne,_bu‘ilding
durable organization. But it was a genuine prole-

tarian organization which tapped a spint of revolt :

among the masses.

Many militants of and orgamzers for the IWW and
some leaders, joined the CPUSA. . The: majority of the
othér. leaders couldn't transcend the anarcho-syndi-
calist :theories and became rabidly anti-communist.
Although “the IWW formally lingered: on for decades,
it dwindled rapidly in the first half of the- 1920's
and soon became nothing but an empty shell, an empty
anarcho-syndlcalist sect... . : , .

'I'heTradeUmonEdmtimImgue

Another group of revolutlonary trade unlomsts

centered on a succession of - organizations, first. the
Syndicalist League - of North America, - and thep . the
International Trade Union  Education League (ITUEL)
and later the TUEL. Some of these militants ‘(for
example, Foster and Johnstone) had been in. the IWW,
but rejected dual unionism in favor. of "bqnng—from—
within". the - conservative unions such as the AFL..

"These activists had many years exper.ience.,in‘
working class organizing, in the course of which
they waged a fight against  the racial -segregation -of
the unions and for organizing the black -and white
workers together in unitary- unions. The most impor-
tant example of this work . was the organizing drive
among the packing house . workers in . Chicago during
1917 and 1918. :
. William Z. Fester and..Jack W Johnstone led this
drive in which the Chicago . Stockyards Labor Council
organized 200,000 workers - including 20,000 black
workers, This was the largest number of black work
ers organized -in one union up to that time.-.

This union opposed the pogrom organized against
the black people in Chicago:in 19189. In the' tense
atmosphere before the racist: attacks began,."the
union organized a demonstration of - black .and . white
‘workers to show solidarity. -
were launched, “the black pegple waged a most vigor-
ous resistance struggle that lasted a week. During
this period. the union held a. meeting of some 30,000
white workers which protested the. racist attacks
called for solidarity of black and white . workers,
and demanded the, withdrawal of the armed. forces
which were murdering the black people,

The leaders of this union later formed' the TUEL
which oontinued the traditions' of, this struggle.

'IheAfrkanloodBnﬁuh(nj

The African Blood Brotherhood was also important.

At the end of the 1910's,. the black people's> move- .

‘ment grew by leaps and bounds,: especially. in-the
North, and a series.of organizations emerged. . One

o
)

and it opposed all political

After racist. attacks:

of most- important of the organizations that 'took a

- tually:

The. S“PPlement, )

‘mjlit,ant stand in the;,,,hlack,.people.'s struggle was

centered ‘on. :the newspaper "The Messenger", . and this
organization. embraced the main section of .black
leaders .associated with the SP. It split over. the,
question, of: what. stand to take towards World War, L.
Its. left wing, which opposed tlie war, began puttmg
out "The Crusader" and eventually formed, the African
Blood Brotherhood  (ABB);, .: - -

~This -group stood for revolutlonary struggle
against _racial . -discrimination -and ' repression. ' Even-
it -associated: itself with the Bolsheviks.
(This. meant: that the majority* of the black leaders
in the SP had come over to communism — and they
eventually - joined the. CPUSA.) Its organlzatlon'
spread . from: New York to- Baltimore, Chicago, .Tulsa,
Detroit, :
tion of 37,000. It was especially known for the
struggle ‘it led against the 1919 pogrom. in Tulsa.
It- also worked in the Garvey movement, formlng its

,taa, r,,

left- wing.

.. Aftér these big struggles,' the black people s.
movement ebbed for much of the 1920's,.. as did .the
workers'. movement. . Despite this, ‘and “ deSplte ‘the-
savage repression. against the movement activists and
against the CP. especially, the CP. was able to win
over -the main leaders from both the TUEL and the ABB'
and .many members and leaders of the IWW. Both the

TUEL and the ABB were continued .as . organizations
carrying out . important -.agitation and: struggle ‘under

EA LRIGH
N

the leadersh1p of the CP. ... e e g
‘ , Backward Featmes of the Left Wlng
of the Socialist Party

Thus the CP. from early on had a, mllltant tradl—
tion in support of the black people's; s,tmggle;c But
the .CP in the 20's still carried -with it. certain

backward. features . inherited. from thei left .wing of

the- Socialist Party, - Throughout . the ~20 's, i the - CP,

-with the assistance of the CI, step:by:step sought

to throw, . off these soqal—democratic influences and
build a- Leninist. party.

..The revolutionary. wing of: the Socialist Party had
denounced the racism of the reformist SP leaders:

An particular, it opposed. the flagrant racist reso-

lutions of the reformist.leaders against the Asian
immigrants and it soyght to organize black workers
into -united .trade unions, instead of following the
usua). practice in the SP, of Jim Cr But the left—
wing did not have much to say ab(oklw:L the black peo-

pl,e's ‘movement in generaly and its qu docu;nents

often failed to mention the black people at all.,
certainly. didn't;, understand...the- role_ .of .the struggle'
against racism and the black people's movement . in
the revolutiondry. movement. :. Instead it accepted, the
opportunist stand of the 'SP theoreticians that. there
was no .need, far..a:particular. front -of struggle
against the - oppresslon -of .the -black. peop,le‘z .
Thus the SP left wing accepted the general theo-
retical framework of the SP. on -this, question. .. The

SP did, at its:-founding congress in 1901, pass a

resolut1on -expressing a. certain. sympathy for_.the

S e e
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black people -and inviting them to membership.
although the SP made 'a big point of its immediate
demands, it had no particular demands in favor of
the black people and it didn't call for any. particu—
lar struggles against racist oppression.

The basic theory of the SP was set forward in
1903 by Eugene V. Debs, one of the most popular
spokesman of the SP and one with a leftist reputa-
tion. (He was the most left of the leaders. that
later stayed with the 'SP after it expelled the' left
wing,
redbaiting.) He wrote in the International Social-
ist Review 'in Nov.- 1903 that:

- "For capitalism the negro question is a
grave one and will grow more threatening as
the contradictions and complications of
capitalist society multiply, but this need

“not worry us. Let them settle the negro
question in their way, if they can. We have
nothing to do with it, for it is their
fight. We have simply to open the eyes of
as many negroes as we can and do battle for
emancipation from wage slavery, and when the
working class have triumphed in the class
struggle and stand forth  economic as well, as
political free men, the race problem will
disappear." (Cited in Foster's The Negro
People in American History, pp. 402-8)

And he wrote:

"We have nothing special to offer the
Negro and -we cannot make separate, appeals to
all the races. The Socialist party is the
Party of the whole working class regardless
of color." (Ibid.) v

Debs also retreated on the questlon of social
equality for blacks, on the pretext that it was an
individual matter that d1d not concern a political
party. He wrote:

"Social equality...forsooth...is pure
fraud and serves to mask the real issue,

"~ which i§ not social equality, but economic

freedom." (Ibid.)

Thus Debs counterposed the fight for social equallty

to the economic emaricipation of the working Cclass,
and he also approved the fact that the Socialist
Party's platform said nothing  about social equality.
He was blind to the need of the working class to
fight against racist oppression if it was to achieve
the unity and maturity it needed to carry out a
social revolution and obtain economic freedom.

Meanwhile many right and center leaders of the SP.
were prey to the most virulent racism. For example,
the prominent reformist leader Victor Berger, later
to be the first SP congressman (in the U.S. House of
Representatives), stated in his papetr The Social-
Democratic Herald in 1902 that "There can be no
doubt ‘that the negroes and mulattoes constitute a
lower race," (Ibid., p. 406)

The left wing of the SP,  while opposed to the
racism of the reformist leaders never achieved a
theoretical standpomt rnuch rernoved from that of
Debs. :

But ) '

and he refused to take part in the subsequent

. oppression,

Overcoming Social-Democratic jCarry-Overs

The stand of the left wing of the SP condemned it
to general passivity on the front of the black .
people's movement. Every step forward of the CPUSA
involved '~ overcoming these social-democratic theories
and taking up Lenjnist views. This was a protracted
process. .

An example of the carry-over of the passive stand
of the left -wing of. . the SP to the early CP can be
seen in the documents adopted at the 1919 convention
of the Communist Party of America (CPA).. Section VI
of the Program of the Party discussed the black
people's struggle, but it was vague and unsatisfac-
tory. It did not -appeal for specific struggles to .
liberate the black people from the many-sided racist
but apparently regarded -the problem of
overcoming that oppression as simply a complicating
factor in the overall proletarian‘struggle. And it
only called for work among the black workers; it is

not clear that it even refers to the other oppressed
- black, masses,

although the majority of the black
people were' still 'in agriculture in that period.
Section VI stated: ,
~"In close connection with ‘the unskilled
‘workers is the problem of the Negro worker.
The .Negro® problem is a political and econom-
ic problem. The racial oppression of . the
Negro is simply the expression of his econ-
omig bondage and oppression, each intensi-
fying the other. This complicates the Negro
problem, but does not alter its proletarian
character. The Communist Party will carry
out agitation among the Negro workers to
unite them - with all class-consc1ous wark-
ers." v
The period between 1919 and 1921 was a time of
tremendous ferment in the views of the American
communists. They sought to build up a genuine revo-
lutionary party; they studied the experience of the
Bolsheviks and took part in the work towards build-
ing the Communist International; they fought over

. many questions of revolutionary -orientation; and at

the same time they faced the infamous Palmer raids
and other brutal persecution from the bourgeoisie.
Lenin's writings ‘and the example of the Bolsheviks
exerted a tremendous influence on the American com-
munists. The declarations and manifestoes they left
behind show a constant progress in their views.

By the time of the unification in 1921 of the
United Communist 'Party (itself the merger of the CP
of America and a section of the CLP) and the Commu-
nist  Labor Party into a single party, the CP had
already begun improving its stand towards the black
people's movement. In December 1921 the Workers'
Party was formed as a tool for legal work (the CP
was then underground) and its founding convention
declared:

"The Workers Party will support the Ne-
groes in their struggle for liberation, and
will help them in their fight for economic,
political, and social equality. It will




" work among the black people,

pomt out to them that the interests of the
Negro workers are 1dent1qal with those of -
the whites. It will seek to end the policy
of discrimination followed by organized
labor. Its task: will be to destroy al-
“together the barrier of race discrimination
that: has been used to keep apart the ‘black
and white workers, and weld them into a
solid union of revolutionary forces for the
overthrow of the common enemy." (Cited in
Foster's Histary of the CPUSA pp. - 192-3)

. The 3rd Convention of the Workers Party (which by
this time was a merger of the Workers' Party and the
CP of America) met in December 1923 and January
1924, and it passed a resolution on' the Negro ques-
tion that included the following:

. "The. twelve million negroes .in the United

States constitute an oppressed race, and as

such they require and demand spe01al atten~ . .

tion. ...
"The Workers' Party pledges itself  to
strive, both in the processes of its regular

- work and also by the creation of special

organs of press and organlzatlon, for the .
following ends: [
"l. Equal right of Negroes to membershlp
- in trade unions. .
", Equal wages to Negroes.
"3, Complete restoration of the right of
the ballot, the right to hold political
office, ‘the -right to assemble and to organ-

: ize, in the South as well as the North.

‘ "4, Drastic action to punish and suppress
lynching of Negroes in the South and else-
where, depr1v1ng local and state ‘authorities

of jurisdiction in this matter which must
"become a national responsibility. o

"5. National legal measures for the
abolition, under severe penalty, of all
discrimination against Negroes in every form
of public service. -

"6. Abolition of all
"against Negroes in housing."

Then in 1924, according to his account -Foster
took the communist presidential campaign to the
South during which he carried out propaganda for
demands in defense of the. black people. (History of
the CPUSA, p. 233)

At the 4th Convention, in 1925, the Workers (Com-
munist) Party passed a detalled resolution on the
black people. This included some analysis of the
history of the black people, of the struggle of the
black industrial workers and of. the agricultural
workers and tenant farmers in the South, and of a
whole range of other questions dealing with equal
rights for the black people. This resolution was
apparently part of an attempt to push. forward the
especially through ‘the
formation of the American Negro Labor Congress later
in 1925. :

The Party was also militantly opposed to imperi-
alism and colonialism, and to a certain .extent con-

'
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nected the struggle of the black people in the U.S.
to the world struggle of the oppressed peoples.
William Dunne, for expmple, who was among those of
the Party's leaders who laid stress on the struggle
against the oppression of the black people, .
ed this connection eloquently .and wrote that
"Every attempt to make the struggles of
the negro masses in the United States a
purely national [i.e. internal to the U.S.]
question, to isolate it from the struggle of
the Negro race in all of imperialism's colo-
nies and spheres of influence, or even iso-

" late it from the struggles of ALL the dark-
er-skinned peoples is to play into the hands
of the ruling class. Equally true it is to
say that any misunderstanding of . the common
interest in, or attempt to'draw a line of
separation between, the world proletarian
revolutionary struggle and the - liberation
‘movements of colonial peoples and racial
minorities, . leads straight to disaster."
("The Negroes as an Oppressed People," Work-
ers Monthly, IV, No. 9, July 1925, p. 295.)

Through the ANLC (whlch the African Blood Broth-
‘erhood was merged into) the CP tried to extend its
work among the ‘black people and especially to push
forward the organization of the black workers. THe
TUEL also carried campaigns against the , segregation
of the unions and to mobilize the white workers in
support of full equal rights for  the black people. -
" According to Cyril Briggs (the founder of the ABB
and a CP leader) the CP led, prior to the 6th Con-
gress of the CI in 1928, the Negro. fig and date
workers strike in Chicago,” the laundry strike in
Carterette, NJ, .the Colored Motion Picture Operators:

strike in NY, the Negro Miners Relief Committee, the

Harlem Tenants League, and other struggles and cam-
paigns. ("Our Negro Work," The Communist #9, 1929.)

From this brief hlstory, some idea can be gained
of the great significance of the formation and work
of the CP on the front of breaklng with the backward
traditions of the old SP. The founding of the CP
marked a new stage in the relationship "of the revo-
lutionary movement in the U.S. to the black people's
movement. - But the CP still had further to go on
thlS question.

The CP, However, Didn't Yet Grasp
T the Revolutionary Role
of the Black People's Movement

Despite the early advances, prior to the CI
"resolutions of 1928 and 1930 the CP still didn't
understand the revolutionary role of the black peo-
ple's movement. And the result of this lack. of
understanding  was a failure of theé CP to throw
itself with the necessary force and vigor into the
struggle against the oppression of the black people,
a failure to ensure that the whole party — and not

just special organizations for work among the black - -

people -- forcefully took up this question, and the

- failure to ensure that sufficient anti-racist work

express- '
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was done among all the Workers who grav1tated to the

For example, ' our eXammatIo‘n of the [ central preSs‘

of " the’ CP_ (and unfortunately our* exammatlon 'of “the
éarly CP press is’ “still ratHer? cursory ahdfar ‘from
complete) shows that it had “definite" ‘problems” in
.its attltude to the black people s struggle. + While
'the CP had* speclal press organs for. the ‘black peo-
ples rhovement ‘its central agltatlonal press dis-
played remarkable ‘passivity . on - this "front, only
_occasmnally dealmg with it. (Here ‘we are not
‘comparing the CP press to the" press of other politi-
cal groups of -that timé, “but to what should’ have
been dore.) And while the “central “press does con-
tain some denunciations of the outrages against ‘the
black people (and these denunciations intensify- and
become more frequent from the end of 1924 after.the
ANLC is founded), it seemed' to have some fear of
posing the question’ of a specific front of struggle
against the racist “and ‘hational ‘oppression of the
black people. A" par't'icularly striking example is
the ‘series ofarticles that, in‘denouncing the acti-

vation of: the KKK ‘by the bourgeoisie in those days,

argue . that' the ' KKK's racism is really just a pretext
for attacking the working class’ movement.

. The ‘ dénunciation of the’ reformist and opportunist
bldck leaders in the CP's éentral press had some
strange features. ‘When dealmg ‘with particular
examples, it did contain various exposures of how
the misleadérs ,betrayed ‘the fight against lynching
and other struggles. "But it generally summed the
problém up by saying things along 'the lines that:
"the social problem (of blacks) cannot” be fought out
on'race lines... ‘it must be a class fight in which
all workers unite ‘against’ all” employers".  This type
of amblguous statement focused attent1on only on the
attempts of “the’ fifisleaders -to divide the working
class,
generally lack an appeal to _step up the struggle
against racist ‘oppression.

It seems “that’ the 'CP was still, in its theorlz-

ing, under the influence of the social_—democratic‘

counterposition of the particular struggle (against
the oppression of the black people) to the general
class struggle. And it still" dlsplayed a tendency
to reduce the- struggle " against’-'the  oppression of the
black workers to one of its crucial fronts: it
" would stress the organizing of* ‘black and “white ‘work-
ersintd the ‘common fight: agamst ‘the capitalists.
"Thus the CP would stress - the “inclusion of ‘the ‘black

“workers in. common uriions ‘with - the wlute workers -and .
it would wark to mob111ze the black workers behmd :

socialist “revolution. “‘Thisis important> work, re-
quiring per31stence and 'enthusiasm.
not appreciate 'the révolitionary: potential of the
jstruggle against the all-arOUnd national 'and rfacial
oppression- .of the black ™ masSes. - This* all~round

struggle is’" both" important i’ itself and’ essential
- if ‘the’ other front, that of ‘mobilizifg- the ! workers

" ffito comimon {inions and ¢ommon oolnmumst party organ-

1zatlon, is to move forward

Thus it 'seems that'the central agltatlonal press ‘. »

and the concluswn of such -articles would -

~this front.:

But the’ ‘CP ‘did -

of the CPi — and this presumably reflects the work
of ‘much of 'the -party — failed to vigorously organ-

ize and agitate' on ‘the . struggle of the black people
"against ‘the hideous discrimination they faced in -

every 'aspect of life. The Party mainly ignored the

- fight of the rural black ‘masses in the South who

constituted the majority of the black masses in the
country at the time. The Party also seems in its

‘work to' have repeatedly made concessions — some-

times very gross concessions — to the racist preju-
dices among the backward white workers in the name
of uniting the workers. Apparently the social-demo-
cratic view that taking up the fight of the black
masses against various forms of national oppression
was & diversion from the class struggle and the
socialist revolution had influence inside the Party.
Thus,” in its early days, and into the latter 20's,
the Communist Party still did not grasp what Lemn
meant when he pointed out:
"The socialist revolution is not a smgle-
...act, it is not one battle on one front, but
' a whole epoch of acute class conflicts, a
“long - series of - battles on all fronts, i.e.,
on all questions of politics and economics, -
battles that only end in the -expropriation
of the bourgeoisie. It would be a radical
* mistake to think that the struggle for - de-
mocracy (which - incidentally includes the
struggle against the oppression of nations
and nationalities) was capable of diverting
the proletariat“from the socialist revolu-
tion or of hiding or overshadowing it. .On
the contrary, in. the same way as there can
be ‘no victorious socialism that does not
practice full democracy, so the proletariat
cannot prepare for its -victory over the
bourgeoisie without an- all-around and con-
- sistent revolutionary struggle for democra-

-cy." “(from Section 2, "The Socialist Revo-

" lution and the Struggle for Democracy" of
The Socialist Revolution and the Right of
Nations to  Self-Determination, Collected
Works, " vol. - 22, p. 144) ,

Lenin further pomted out that the fact that

* imperialism ‘- negates democracy, that it intensifies
“national oppression,
‘nations to self-determination, but all fundamental
~demands of political democracy are only partially

and- that "not only the right of

'practicable' under impérialism" should not be used
as -an -excuse for giving up.a. determined struggle on
- Instead, he .said:

"...it follows-that these ‘demands must be

e 8 ‘formulated. and put through in a revolution-

ary and not a reformist manner, going beyond
the bounds of bourgeois legality, breaking
them :down, going beyond speeches in parlia-
thent and verbal protests, and drawing the
masses into decisive action, extending and
inténsifying ‘the struggle over every demo-
i cratic ‘demanid up to a direct proletarian
t *  onslaught on the bourgeoisie, i.e., up to
the* socialist -revolution that expropriates




the bourgeoisie. The socialist revolution
may flare up not -only through some big
strike, - street demonstration or hunger riot .

- or a military -insurrection or colonial re-

"~ yolt, but also as a result of a political
_crisis such as. the. Dreyfus affair [a noto-
rious frame—up case against the Jewish of-
ficer Dreyfus by the French royalists and
“tnilitarists] or the Zabern incident [unrest
throughout the former French province of -
Alsace triggered by a Prussian military
officer in the Alsatian town of Zabern using
an insulting term towards the Alsatian peo-
‘ple, "Alsace at' the, time being incorporated
into Germany],. or in connection with a refe-
rendum on the secession of an oppressed
" nation, etc." (Ibid. p. 145)

Far from regarding the -question of fighting na-
" tional oppression, or of fighting on any of the
questions of democracy, as a diversion or complica-
ting factor of the class struggle, Lenin showed how
these struggles weére one of the fronts of the prole-
tarian revolutionary movement. He called instead
for the use of revolutlonary methods with regard to
these questions.

'Ihe 6th Congress of the Communist International
on the Black Natlpnal Quesnon p

The C.I. took a great interest in the struggle . of
the oppressed nationalities worldwide, and. even at
the earliest World Congresses of the CI the struggle
of the black people in the U.S. was discussed. At
the 2nd World  Congress .of the C.I. in' 1920 Lenin
mentioned the black people in the U.S. in his famous
theses on the national and colonial. questions. At
the 4th Congress in 1922 a Negro Commission was “set
up to study the struggles of the black people world-
wide.
" Congress of 1924; the importance .of the black peo-

ple's struggle in the U.S. to the struggles in the
West Indies and Africa was discussed. :

Over. the years, the C.IL. assisted) the CPUSA to
move its work forward on. ‘this front. The CI also
.paid 'attention to the -training of American black
cadre and to their inclusion in important Wwork of
the CI apparatus. = As well, the C.I. eventually - took
up the question of whether or not the black people
formed a nation in the black belt-of the South. -

At the 6th Congress in 1928 both criticism of the'

CPUSA's sluggishness .in developing all-round work
among the black people and the question of the black
nation were put squarely on'the agenda. The prepa-
_rations for this began earlier when, in late 1927,
the leaderstip of the C.L .began a series of discus-
sions. on these questions with the leadership of :the

CPUSA, as well as with the American students at the.

Lenin school in Moscow.

In the beginning of 1928 a. suboommlttee was set
up of C.I. representatives and a number of American
students in Moscow to prepare a resolutioh on .the
question for the 6th Congress. = This resolution was

And at the 4th Congress, and also the 5th |.

Sl
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passeg after heated debate in the Negro Commlssmn
at the 6th Congress. . (The thesis of the black
people forming a ‘nation in the South -caused much. of
this debate. . It can be noted. that this. was not a
debate 'between the white and black leaders of the
CPUSA -- all the black leaders of the CPUSA, when
first presented with the thesis of. the black people
forming a nation in the black belt South, opposed
it, although by this time.some had been won over.)
The analysis of the 6th Congress . on -this question
appears - in point 39, "The Negro Question [around the
world]", of the "Ihe:zs on the Revolutionary Movement
in the Colonies and Semicolonies.

_The 6th Congress theses described the semi-feudal
semi-slave conditions of the blacks on . the planta-
tions, the gross inequality throughout the country,
and the growth of a black proletariat. .

The theses then stated: ‘

"One of ‘the most important tasks of the
,Communist Party consists in the struggle for
-a complete and real equality of 'the Negroes,
for the abolition of all kinds. of racial,-
social and political inequalities." And
further it stated, "In those regions of the
South in which compaét -Negro masses are
living, . it is essentlal to put forward the
slogan of 'Right of Self-determination  for -
the Negroes!" 'And it- went ‘on to say "..a
‘radical transformation of the agrarlan
structure in the .southern states is one of .
the basic tasks of the revolution."

At the same time it stated "Negro commun-
"ists must explain to the Negro workers tand -
peasants that only ‘their close .union with
the white - proletariat- and joint struggle
with them against -the - American. bourgeoisie
can lead to their liberation from barbarous
: exploitation,” and.that only :the .victorious
proletarian - revolution will completely and
" permanently’ solve - the .agrarian and natjonal
questions in the southern United States in
the interests of. the-overwhelming ‘majority
of ‘the Negro population of -the country."

The 1928 Resolution of the CI on the |
" Negro letion in the U.S.

The section:of the nheses of the 6th. Congress

~devoted to this question was relatively brief.: It

was further amplified by a resolution approved by.
the Political Secretariat of' the Executive Committee
of the. CI (ECCI) and published in October 1928.

This was. the famous 1928 Resolution of the ECCI on

-the black national question.

It states that the conditions of blacks in the
black . belt. area of . concentration provide the. condi-
tions for ‘a -national revolutionary movement.. It
again -states that the agrarian problem lies at.the
root of ‘the national movement. . And it calls on the
CPUSA . to become the champlon of the black masses
North and South.

The resolution stresses that the "ex1stence of a
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Negro industrial proletariat of almost two million
workers makes it imperative that the main emphasis

should be placed on these new proletarian forces."

It emphasizes the organization of the black workers
into trade unions, the fight against segregated
unions, work in the then-existing black workers
organizatlons, -and so forth, It also calls on the
CP to take up- systemat1c work in the South. in both
the cities and ' the countryside, and to organize
sharecroppers and tenant. farmers. It calls for
intensifying ‘the work of  developing a core of black
leaders and cadres in the  Party.. And it called for
stepping up the fight against white chauvinism in-
side and outside the Party. . In other words, it
gives an all-around orientation for the Party -to
carry out work among the black masses as one of the
central tasks of the revolutionary movement.
With regards to the slogan of the right to self-
determination the ‘resolution states:
"While continuing and 1nten31fy1ng the
struggle under the slogan of full. political
and social equality for the Negroes, which
must remain- the central slogan of our party
work among the masses, the Party must come
out openly for the rlght of Negroes to na-
tional self-determination in the southern
states where - Negroes form the majorit Y of
> the population."”

"It refers to "the struggle for equal rights and.
the propaganda for the slogan of self-determina- .

tion". Later in the resolution it emphasizes that
this propaganda for the defense of the right to
self-determination must center chiefly among the
white workers who must be drawn into revolutionary
. struggle in defense of the black masses.

It calls for recruiting black proletarians into
the Party. It says the CP should organize the black
workers to play an important part in the class

struggle. of the U.S. proletariat,and also to lead-

the oppressed masses of the black people. At the
same time it calls for a fight against bourgeois
nationalism and separatist tendencies among the
black masses.

The basic content of this resolution is correct;
it called for the kind of struggle. that was needed.
While defending the right to self-determination most
vigorously, the CI is not advocating -secession.
Rather,
to agitate for secession,
movement come up, it prov1des the orientation of
developing the black people's movement as part of
the proletarian revolution in the U S

'Ihe Wm'k ofdn CPUSA Movacrwand

. The dec1310ns of the 6th Congress of the CI

while preparing the CP to defend the right
should " a- "secessionist ‘|-
jated to pressure and allowed a- wire to be extended

" the
Resolution of the ECCI, and the discussions in the
Party around these events helped to push: forward the
work of the CP among the black masses. ‘

‘The CP began to pay more attention to recruiting_;'_ &
black workers into' the Party and to: organizing the
unorganized black workers into common unions with

' pioneering work..

. wage armed resistance to. savage. attacks.

- pression of the black people,.

and was led by the CP,
~'several companies of militia, the American Legion

the white Workers.” A campaign against white chau-

. vinism was. launched,. -and there was an intensifica-
tion of the critlcism of concessions to racism that -

at times cropped up in the Party. And systematic
work was launched in the South.

' The work in the South was particularly heroic. and
In this work the communists faced
the -severest repression from the police and reac-
tionary ‘gangs like  the 'KKK. This repression was all
the more -severe as the communists- carried the banner
of uniting together the white and black workers and -
breaking down the disgusting Jim Crow practices.
They had to combine a great deal of underground. work
with -a struggle for public work ‘and often had to

Despite . the repressive. atmosphere, -in the - presI-

~ dential -elections of 1928 the- CPUSA's candidate
" Foster. cartied the CPUSA's campaign into the South

and used  this occasion to attempt to establish Party
organizations there, During this campaign, in -Octo-
ber, .Foster was arrested on riot charges in Wilming-
ton, Delaware for giving a speech-against the op-

national newspaper, the Daily Worker, campaigned
ardently on -this and stressed the defense of the
black people.

Early in 1925 CP organizers “and organizers for

the CP-led National Textile Workers Union went into

North Carolina, defied the Jim Crow laws and prac-
tices, and began organizing the unorganized textile
workers on an integrated basis.. ‘This organizing

" drive was a major event among the heavily oppressed

textile workers, both white and black. It awakened
a movement that spread to South Carolina, Tennessee,
and Georgia,’ bringing out over ten- thousand textile
workers in several strikes. :

- The hardest fought strike was in Gastoma N.C.

The governor called in

organized vigilantes, and several times lynch mobs
were unleashed, Several attacks took place against
the union headquarters and the workers' tent city.

~ Eventually, the workers met these attacks with armed

resistance. The chief  of police was killed and
three deputies - were wounded. One hundred strikers
were arrested; eventually seven were sentenced to
20-year prison terms. As well, several strikers

_were killed in -some of the actions.
In the course of. this strike a CP member concﬂ«

across a meeting room ‘to segregate the blacks on one
side and the  whites on another. Some CP leaders
tried to excuse him. - But this concession to :racism

-] "and -any. defense of it :was. criticized in, - the . sharpest. .:
iterms in..the' Party press, and. the Central ‘Committee’,

‘of the CP sent represeritatives to 'correct ‘the matter

and to " ‘launch- a strong ideologlcal ‘campaign against
white chauvinism. As a result the white workers
were mobilized ' to defend their black comrades. ~In

‘one_ case: white .workers risked: their lives .to head
“off ~a lynéh- mob and- to sneak a black CP organizer

out of the area.

’

and the CPUSA's main




’

. revolutionary basis,

. With- struggles like these the CP unleashed a
powerful trend for unity among the bIack and ' white
workers, and the CP's influence among the black
workers gréw . qmckly. It is reported that, whlle in
March of 1929 the CP had only 200 black members, by
March of 1930 it had 1500 black members. = (In 'this
period the Cp- recruited d total of 6,167 members)

'l'ha 1928 Resolution Found Fatile Gmmd
' in the CPUSA

The Sixth Wbrld Congress of the CI took place
from July 17 to September 1,- 1928, And the famous
1928 resolution of the ECCI is dated Oct. 26, 1928.
As we have seen, these events, and the discussions
preparing for them, resulted in improvements in the
work of the CPUSAI already at the end of 1928 and in
1929. (ndeed the 1928 presidential campaign of the
CPUSA, which already showed a stepping up of the
work against the oppression of the black people,
took place mainly prior to the 1928 Resolutlon.)

This was only possible because the C.,I. found
fertile soil in the CPUSA when it called for step-
ping up the struggle against the n tional oppression
of the black people.. Contrary to tht views express-
ed by various of the neo-revisionists of the 1970's,
.it does not appear that the CPUSA was dragged kick-
ing and screaming and resisting to the bitter end
into the discussion of the need to take up the black
liberation struggle as one of the central questions
of its work. On the contrary, it appears that the
CPUSA showed a certain enthusiasm to get down. to
serious work on this question. This_ reflected that

it was a. revolutionary proletarian party and also

its earlier work against the oppresswn of the  black
people.

The 6th Congress theses and 1928 resolution (and
the struggle to implement them) thus were able to
mark a new phase in the history of the CPUSA. They
also came at a time when the CPUS . had the condi-
tions needed to step up its work, both because of
the development of a deep crisis of capitalism - and
of the. results of a decade of work to consohdate
the CPUSA.. -

In much. of the 1920's, the CPUSA faced thp s1tua—
tion of_a general ebb in the revolutionary. movement,
mcludlng the. black hbera‘tlon struggle. ~‘The severe
repression that the CP faced in, the early 1920's,
and  the general "ebb in the. mass movements, set back

\ the CP's work and reduced. 1ts forces on. a whole
' series of fronts.. As well, the “CP faced. a compli-
cated, many—31ded task - of . consohdating itself,
1ncluding both the struggle. ‘to rid itself of social—
democratic traditionS and -a perple‘.\ing, serious
factional fight . that extended over many years.

At the end of the 1920's.the political and eco-
nomic, crisis of capitalism- mtensifled And the
Great Depression would beégin in, the U. S. in 1929. A
new period in the mass struggle was approaching. As
well, by the Sixth Congress, the CP,., although stxll
facmg difficult work to consolldate ‘itself " "on .a

had achieved a number of things

AR
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‘ ‘on the organizational front and was about to emerge
- from' the "period of paralyzing factional struggle.

. In these condltlons, _the "assistance ‘of the CI on
the black national "question could have dramatic,
immedlate results. This period, -in which the CPUSA
made’ major. strides forward in its ‘Work among the
black people,
contradictions in the U.S. began to greatly intensi-
fy and when the CP advanced its” work:over a ‘whole
range Of different mass fronts. In ‘judging the
- earlier .work of the CP, one has to bear in mind the
conditions this work. faced rather than simply attri-
buting every difficulty in the work to wrong views
of the CP.

This however does not detract from the importance
of the 6th Congress, for without the assistance of
‘the CI many of the possibilities opening up to the
CPUSA would undoubtedly have been missed. It was
the CI' that ensured that the Party and all its
members would throw themselves with redoubled: férvor
into the struggle against the oppression -of the
black’ people; that ensured that the whole CP would
regard this struggle not as a setondary task or mere
complicating factor, but as a major motive force of
the revolution; and that the CP would not just take
up the correct analysis about the importance of the
struggle but would translate this

revolutionary practice.

Resistame to the CI's Analysis of
the Black Natioml Qmon o

These advances in the work of the CPUSA did not
take place without resistance.
come from two sides. On one hand, scepticism to-
wards the revolutionary potentialltles of the black
liberatlon struggle had to 'be overcome ’ - this scep-
ticism apparently ended up concentrated ir¢ the fac-
tion associated weith the "American exceptionalist"
_ Lovestone, who believed  that AmeriCan capitalism was
an exception and would not for many “years be subject
to the crises and class struggle that was insepara-
ble from" capitalism everywhere else in the world.
And on the other hand, there was resistance to the
analysis - of the existence of a black nation 1n the
South.

The debates of the time are. therefore comp11~
cated
I seemed that the Lovestoneites had previously
sought repeatedly to denigrate 'the prospects of the
black people's movement. One of their arguments was
that industrlahzatlon was dispersing the black
people, making them industrial workers, and this
allegedly eliminated .the .black - people's struggle.
This argument overestimated the degree of dispersal
at the time, thus denigrating the importance of the
analysls of the black .nation in the black belt
Squtfl
tion was in fact, mtensifymg the black peoples
struggle and remforcmg a black proletariat ‘that
could lead the black people's movement in a. power-
ful revolutionary direction. The tremendous power

corresponds’ to the per1od when the

It. also mlssed the point that industrializa-’

analysis into

This seems to have
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of the black people's movement of the 1960’s, which

took place at a time when dispersal and proletarian-
ization was far more advanced than at the end of the
1920's, provides the final historical verdlct
against this fallacious argument.

The Lovestoneites also apparently denigrated the |

rural black toilers, if not all black toilers, by
calling them a "possible reserve of capitalist reac-
tion". This phrase crept into some Party~documents
earlier, and was still upheld in 1928 by John Pep-—
per, who was associated with’Lovestone's faction, in
an article where he tries to associate:himself with
the Cl's analysis of the black national question., It
can be noted that Pepper, and presumably others that

defended the former talk of blacks in the South -

being a "possible ‘reserve of capitalist reaction",
tried to present it as 31mply a general theoretlcal
statement, much like Stalin's remark that the rise
of the revolutionary movement in the colonies and

dependent countries converted "the colonies and

dependent countries from reserves of imperialism
into reserves of the proletarian revolution."
(Foundations of Leninism, Sec. I) . Pepper wrote that
"It is the basic duty of the Communist Party to
develop all revolutlonary possibilities of the Negro
race, to transform the 'solid south' and the 'black
belt' from 'reserves of forces. for. the bourgeoisie
into reserves of forces for the proletariat' (Sta—
lin)." “~But this talk about
the bourgeoisie" or of "reaction"

appears to have

been .reserved by the .Lovestoneites for the black |
" people, as well as ignoring the actual situation of

the black people ‘at the time, :

As well, there were those who argued directly
against the 1dea that there was a black nation in
the South. It was, argued that the blacks in the
U.S., as opposed to those in the West Indies or
Africa, faced oppression as .a racial minority, not
national oppression. (Logically speaking, there 'is-
another possible position, that the black people in
America constitute a national minority, and suffer
national oppression, but are not a nation. This is
correct today; but was not completely so back in

1928, when the black people did cqnstltute a nation
in the debates.

in a section of the South. But,
around the stands of the 6th ,Congress and the 1928
Resolution of the-ECCI, the question is generally
formulated as whether: the black people: suffered
racial or national oppression. = The stand of the CI
n 1928 was crucial in establishing the analysis of
the national character of the oppression of ‘the
black people.) -. B

It may have-been that those who opposed the
analysis of ‘the existence of a black nation in the
South also tended to underrate the need for the
CPUSA _to undertake a many-sided struggle for black.

liberation and to see mainly the aspect of trade |

union activities and general actions against the
exploiters. This seems to be reflected, for exam-
ple, by Otto Huiswood, a leading black cadre, in his
article- "World. Aspects of the Negro Question" in the
Feb. 1930 issue of The Communist. = This article

"possible reserves of’

openly opposes ‘the analysis of the CI on blacks
constituting a nation in the South.

In this article, Huiswood maintained that, while
blacks in Africa and West Indies suffer national and
colonial oppression, in the U.S. they suffer oppres-
sion as .a racial minority. Although Huiswood" de-

" scribes in great detail the ruthless superexploita-

tion and bestial oppression of blacks in the North
and South, he seems to have a restricted idea of the

- activities the CPUSA should carry out. He correctly

-

“croppers in the South,

‘communist work.

points to the great significance of the Gastonia
textile strike where black .and whiter workers broke
down the Jim Crow barriers that blocked the strike
and waged a united struggle and where white workers
canie to the defense of thefr black comrades against
the attacks of the police and Klan. But he fails to

. point clearly to the other types of activity neces-
sary for leading the black liberation‘struggle.

_ The Debate Leading up to the 1930 CI Resolution

Whether the black people -constitute a nation, a
national minority, or'a racial minority, the strug-
gle for their emancipation in the U.S. is and was’
necessarily a révolutlonary question which must be
taken seriously and. must be organized as a definite
front of the class struggle. One might think that
the question of nation, national minority, or racial
minority might. affect only certain, important as-
pects of that struggle. But in the debate inside
the \CPUSA of the late 20's and early 30's the regog-
nition of the need ‘for making the work against
oppression of the black people a central part of all

- the Party' work appears to have been linked up with

arguing in’ favor of the existence of a black natfon

in the South. i

Furthermore, as the debate sharpened, the tenden-
cy appeared in the CI leadership to push the right
to self-determination slogan in ,a fetishist way in
thé course of opposing attempts in the CPUSA to
downplay the black people's movement. This means a

‘tendency to elevate the question of the right to

self-determination above the overall questions of
the black people's’ struggle and of the tasks of
This would lead the ECCI to the
point of essentially advocating a secessionist
struggle. And inside the CPUSA it would lead the
advocates of national fetishism to regard the right
to self-determination not just as part of the black
national question, -but as something to be counter-
posed to every other aspect of the question.

In January of 1930, encouraged by the C.lL. lead-
ers in Moscow who were dealing with American ques-
tions, Canadian and American ‘students at the Lenin
school in Moscow wrote an open letter to The Commun-
ist, which was the theoretical journal of the CPUSA.

. This letter criticizes the Party's failure to take

up work among the black tenant farmers and share-
and the CP's tendency to
reduce the black question to simply one of -its major
fronts, - the trade union question.

~ However, it then goes on to make a real fetish




out of the slogan of the rlght to self-determma—i

tion, saying such things as

"social equality and other similar slogans .

have no revolutionary meaning unless” they
are viewed in light.of an accessory to the
slogan of self-determination."
Thus, the analysis of a black nation in, the South,
from a spur to the revolutionary work, is turned
into a way to deprecate the protracted difficult
and essential struggles for equality.

The letter adds, further, that:

"Without a constant and persistent strug-
gle for the self-determination of Negroes in
the South the slogan of ‘social equality
becomes an empty liberal phrase."

~ Now, if the movement at that time in the black
belt .South had been a separatist' movement and the
various class forces were fighting over the question
of the right of self-determination, then to be talks
ing 'about equality while avoiding "the issue of the
right to self-determination would be empty liberal
phrasemongermg. It would mean avoiding the issue
on which ‘the black people. were currently being sup-
pressed under cover of phrases about being w1111r1g
to fight for anything else.

But since there was no such movement at the time
and the sharp class battles were currently being
fought over social, polltlcal and economic equallty
(and over various forms. of exploitation, etc.),
was utterly. wrong to denigrate the- ongomg struggle
in the name of "self-determination".” The Leninist

stand on the right to self-determination never leads

one to denigrate the actual mass struggles against
oppression and has nothing to do with counterposing
these = struggles against- the right to self—determma—
tion. The letter thus falls mto fetishism, into
~ elevating the phrase "the right to self-determina-
tion" above the revolutionary struggle. If this
fetishism were taken seriously and™ applied, it would
be a prescription for moralistic sidelineism towards
the revolutlonary struggle for equality, a prescrip-
tion for convertmg struggle into an "empty liberal
phrase".

At this time, in ‘the debates .of the late 20's and
early 30's, the sidelineism that is inherent in this
" national fetishism did not clearly emerge. But in
- the inner-party debates,
identified with fervor on behalf of calling for the
CPUSA to step up all fronts of its work in the black,
people's movement. This masked, for the time bemg,
the appearance of sidelineism from the theoretical
arguments being supplled by the advocates of natlon-
al fetishism.

The tendency to pervert the analyéis of the exis-
tence of a black nation in the South into -fetishism
over the slogan of the right to self-determination
bécame more pronounced as the debate proceeded. -+ And
the tend\ency to slip into essentially advocating a
secessionist movement — or giving ‘theoretical argu-
ments whose logica] conclusion could only be advoca-
cy of building a secessionist movement — soon mani-
fested itself. : .

national fetishism was .

claims that,

‘the U.S.,
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Thus, for example, we can see how Harry Haywood,
a CPUSA member who was then still a student at the
Lenin-School in Russia and a member of the CI's
Negro Commission, argued in August,
says: 5 .

"Thus the:Negro liberation movement is -
‘deprived of all revolutionary content and
-becomes a struggle for equality not in the

, revolutionary semse which in the South can

only mean independence and right of self--
‘determination, but social equality in the
liberal reformist conception of the term,
i.e., a 'stiruggle against' race prejudices
and artificial racial divisions.... It is
they, the liberals and reformists, who fos-
ter  illusions that the struggle for social
equallty is not a struggle directed -at the
i very base of imperialism, not a struggle,
the® implications of which are national inde-
pendence for| the Negrves in the Black Belt,
but a struggle against the superstructure of
race ideology and race prejudice. They en-

. tirely divorce it from its economic roots."

.(Empha31s added.)

‘Here Haywood badmouths as liberal reformist illu-
sjon-mongermg any struggle for equality which
doesn't raise the issue of the right to self-deter-
mination. Not only that, but he goes further and
states that the struggle must lead to (must have as
its 1mphcat10n) the national independence of black
people in' the black belt South. In essence, he
to be equal, blacks must have an inde-
pendent country,

Now, since the black people constituted ‘a nation
in jthe black belt at that . time, they must have had

the right to form an independent country if their.

nation was to be considered equal. But that does
not mean that they had to actually form an independ-
ent country. - Haywood's argument turns the defense

of the right of self-determination into actual advo-

cacy of secession.
The' 1930 Resolution of the CI

In October 1930 the Political Secretariat of the
Executive Committee of the Communist Intematlonal
issued a second resolution on the Negro question in

the confusion on the question of the right to self-
determination.
‘The resolution in most sharp and graphic language

vemphasmed the necessity of an all-around and beld

struggle in defense of the black masses. It talks
about the . role that the white workers and the black
workers must play in this struggle. And it correct-
ly points to the importance of organizing black
sharecroppers and tenant farmers and the need for
agrarian revolution in the South as part - of the

. liberation of-the black masses. ,

However, on the question of the right to self-
determination, it not only didn't clarify matters,
but it remforced the national fetishist confusmn.

i

1930. Haywood

with the declared purpose of clearing up
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It made the slogan of the right to self-determina-
tion the main slogan in the black belt South.
the resolution says:

"6. Owing to the pecullar sxt:uatlon in

the Black Belt (the fact that the majority '

of the resident Negro*population are farm-
ers, and agricultural laborers and that the
capitalist_ economic system as well as poli-
tical class rule there is not only of a
special kind, but to a great extent still .
- has. pre-capitalist and semi-colonial fea-
tures) the right of self-determination as
the main slogan of the Communist Party in
the Black Belt is approprlate." (Emphasis as
in the ofiginal.)

Then, after pointing out that the struggle actual-
ly developing .at the time was over questions  of
equality within the U.S.,” the resolutlon 'goes on to
- state that it is important to * .
"concentrate the attention of the Negro
masses not so much to-thé general demands of
“mere equality but much more to some of the

revolutionary basic demands arising from the -

concrete situation. ... ‘

"1) Confiscation of the landed property
of the white landowners and capitalists... .
"2) Establishment of the State Unity of

the Black Belt... :
"3) Right of self—deterrnlnatlon.

This correctly includes the important question of
agrarian reform. as a major priority. But there is a
change from the 1928 resolution on the question of
the right to self-determination.

The 1928 resolution held that "the slogan of full

social and’ polltlcal equality for the Negroes must
remain the central slogan of our .Party for work
among the masses" while calling for the CPUSA to
- come out openly and boldly for the right of self-
determination.
tion 'is made "the main slogan among the black masses
in the black belt. And this is done at a time when
the resolutjon itself admits  that it is impossible
to win mass support among the blacks in the black
belt for a separatist $truggle, 1e., Nno mass sepa-
ratist sentiment exists.

There is a section 'of the resolutlon which ex-
plains that fighting for the right to self-determi-
nation is not the same as advocating’ secession. It
says that' when the proletariat has seized power in
the U.S. it will, while guaranteeing the right of
secession,
rated with the proletarian republic.
goes on to say: '

MAs long as capitalism rules in the
“U.S. the Communists can not come qut against
government separation of the Negro zone from
the U.S. They recognize this separation
from the imperialist U.S. would be . prefer-
_ able from .the standpoint. of the national
_ interests of the. Negro population, to their
present oppressed state and therefore the
Communists are ready at any time to offer

But it ‘theh

v

>

Thus .

But mow the right of self-determina-.

advocate the Negro republic ,remain fede-

\

alI their support if only- the working masses
of the Negro populatlon are ready to take up

_ ‘the struggle for governmenta\ independence .
-~ of the Black Belt. At the presént time,

: howev_er; the _situation’ in L’he natlonal-
struggle in the South is not such as to win
N ‘mass support of the working Negroes® for this

separatist struggle, . and it is not the task

of the communist to call on them to separate

, without taking into cons1derat10n the exist-

"mg s1tuatlon and desires of the Negro mass-

es." .
It is wrong to make the qategorlcal ste{tement
‘that communists can not come out against Separation
as long as capitalism rules.in the U.S. This is a
schematic view which lands the authors -in nauional
fetishism. It is impossible to tell in advapce how
a separatist movement would come up and how it would
relate to the proletarlan revolutionary movement.
(And the principle of the right to self-determina-
tion does not, in itself, answer whether the commun-.
jsts should advocate or oppose secession: the com*
munists may advocate or oppose secession and still
be upholders of the right to -self-determination
provided they hold that it .is the people inhabiting
the territory of the black nation who must have the
right to make the decision on, secession.)

In fact ‘the resolution. opens the door to tailing
after petty—bourgems nationalism. The thrust of
this section, and some precedmg sections, is that

the communists should work to arouse in the masses -

the sentiment to build a revolut1onary separatist.
movement.. It appears to oppose openly advocating
secession only because that would isolate the CP
from the ‘black masses. No thought -seems to have
beer 'given to the fact that the desire of the black
masses in the black belt to win equality within the
confines of the given country was progressive; that
it corresponded to the most effective way, in the -
. Circumstances, for them to fight; and that it facil-
'itated a powerful revolutionary onslaught. of the
united proletariat, = But the resolution seems to
-have viewed this progressive desire of the black
masses in the South as a hangup -that they would soon
be forced to give up.

There is one point I would hke to make here. .The -
idea of making the right to self—determination the -
main. slogan for the black masses in those part,icular
circumstances actually meant to advocate some parti-
cular solution to the national question, such as
secession. But advocating secession in the condi-
tions of the black belt was wrong. . Wrongly putting
the emphasis™ on calling for secession among  the
black masses also meant misunderstanding the role of |
defepse of the right of self-determination in the
class struggle.

Lenin said that, 1n ‘the internationalist educa-,
tion - of the workers, it is the duty of the - commun-
ists of the oppressor nation to defend thé right of
self-determination and. that this propaganda must be

- concentrated among the proletariat of ‘the oppressor

nation, i.e., in this case, among the whites. While

{




ST separatist direction..

among the workers ‘and the t01ling masses of the
oppressed’ nation the communists must jnake the center
of internationalist education unity with the toilers
of the appressor nation, -

At one point Lenin. stressed this pomt by putting
it in simplified and blunt words, saying, essentially
that it is the duty of the communists of the oppres-
sor nation to defend the "freedom to secede" while
it is the duty of the communists of the oppressed

nation to defend the "™freedom to integrate". Lenin

went on to point-out that whether or not the commun-

ist of the oppressed nation was for the political
-independence of his or her nation or its integration
with. a neighboring. state, "in all cases he must
fight against small-nation narrow-mindedness, - seclu-
sion and isolation..." (See The Discussion .on Self—
Determinaton Summed Up, Collected Works Yol

end of Sec.. 7, p.347) : Y

. So we have here, in makmg the slogan of the
right- to self-determination the main slogan - for . work

‘among the black toilers in theblack belt South, the -

appearance of national fetishism in the 1930 resolu—
tion. .

ApparultlyanuneforaSen:ﬂomstRevolt

The 1930 resolution was written at a time when

the CI was expecting, with considerable ]ustifica- :
a revolutionary -upsurge in the U.S. generally»

-~ tion,
and in the black belt South particularly. .

© The South was the section of the country hardest
" hit by the depression. v
ble shape. Sharecroppers were starving.

Cotton farming was in terri-
There were

demonstrations for food. And so there was definite.

potential for outbreaks of revolutionary struggle
among the black masses in the South. In fact, this
was also true among the white agrarian masses in the
South

-However ‘in this period of time some of the deci-
slons of the CI suffered from a certain onesidedness
and rigidity. = There was a tendency to conceive of
the coming revolutionary storms -as developing in a
straight. line. And. it would seem this rigidity
came up in the analysis of the 1930 resolution.of
the black people's movement. The fact that contra-
dictions were intensifying in the South and that the
black people in the black :belt South constituted a
nation seems to have led the ECCI to, in effect,
_ argue for the communists to work for a revolutionary
movement - for independence.

The CI leaders seem to have expected that;
perhaps on the experience with the Garvey movement
(which, however,

be a big crisis for U.S.  imperialism and -would

hasten the proletarian revolution. Thus it departed

from a sober analysis of how the actual struggle was

. :developing - and -the - immediate tasks: to push it for-

~-ward and instead put forward ‘a preconceived scheme
for bringlng about a nationalist revolt.

" 3 . must also face this question and,

basedv

did not penetrate the South), the’
" black people's' movement: in. the South would: take. a
FLo <1t appéars to have. reasoned-
" that a secessionist movement in the Black Belt' would

struggle for independence.
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Thus the 1930 resolution directly links the de-
velopment of struggle in the South with the rise of
a secesionist movements It talks about
"...a great advance of this movement ['the _
national = revolutionary Negro movement'] and -
the rapid approach of a revolutionary crisis
in the Black Belt". (Pt. 5) It apparently
identified this with the development, of a
powerful struggle for secession, stating
that "It is even probable that the.separa- .
tist efforts to obtain complete State inde-
pendence [i.e. independence as a'separate
country] of the South in the near future.
... In this sharpening of the situation in -
the South, Negro separatism will presumably
increase, and the question of the independ-
ence of the Black Belt will become the ques-
tion of the day. Then the Communist Party

-if the
circumstances seem favorable, must stand up
with all its strength and courage for the
struggle to win independence and for - the
establishment of a Negro republic in the
Black Belt." (Pt. 8)

And the reason 1930 resolution makes ' the slogan
of the right to self-determination the main slogan
is out of the perspective of such a secess1onist
struggle. The resolution says: ‘

"Even. if the situation does not yet warrant
‘the raising of the question of \iprising, one
~should not limit oneself at present to prop-
‘aganda for the demand: 'Right to self-
determination,' but should organize mass
actions, such as demonstrations, strikes,
tax—boycott—movements, etc." (Pt. 7)

This passages -advises the CPUSA to look towards
the perspective of an uprising for independence.
And, even if the situation is "not yet" ripe for the
uprising itself, they are advised not to restrict
themselves to propaganda concernmg the right to
self-determination but to organize a very high level
of mass struggle around this .issueé. Although this
is said to be for the "right to self-determination”,
the sentence's whole drift suggests that it is in
preparation for, and with demands that will lead

- towards, a later uprising.

Part of the 1930 resolution is devoted to devi-

~ sing ways to facilitate such a secessionist move-

ment. For example,  the heavy emphasis on the slogan
"state unity of the Black Belt" appears to be based
on the idea that concentrating the black people in
one political entity would facilitate a national
rebellion. Instead of soberly estimating the pres-

~-ent stage of struggle for the political rights of
~the ‘black people, the ‘slogan of ‘state unity was put

forward as one of three basic demands. In practice,
it appears that this slogan played no role ‘among the
masses. |

In its preoonceived plan for a secessionist move-
ment, the CI leadership failed to take into account
the factors that worked against the development of a
It failed to take ac-




4

ing that ‘
w1ped out the existence of a black: natlon in the

. directions.

~ South.

. tariat into the area; v
the CP was now undertaking systematic work in the

. tially,
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count of the-fact that there; were ‘major historical,
economic and political ‘factors behind -the lack of
enthusiasm of the black masses for separatism; the
black masses had good reason to prefer a different
sort of liberation struggle. While correctly judg-
dlspersal and industrialization hadn't

South, the ECCI failed to take proper account” of the
fact that some of the basic features that defined

- the black people as a nation were unstable.’

“This secessionist scheme 'not only ignored the

“tempeér of the black masses in general e\nd various
' objective factors that- lay behind this stand of ‘the

black masses, but it didn't take into consideration
the influence of the work of the CP itself in the
South, work undertaken in accordance with the ClI's
This

comes right after the CP-led Gastonia strike, 'which

had been. heavily promoted (and correctly so) by the

CI and the CPUSA and was indeed a major event in the
“This strike did not lead the masses in a
secessionist direction but on the contrary its re-

sults remind one of the fact: that such nationalist

movements as the Garvey rnovement had had.no appeal
where the white and black workers had been organized
into common trade umons and had a hlstory of common
struggle.

But the resolution - réframs from taking into’

account the effect of such work as this by the CP in
bringing the influénce of the revolutionary prole-
‘and this despite the -fact that

South, as the CI had instructed. Instead the CI
seems to be counting on the black people's movement
coming up in' a secessionist direction and,

development.

One of the results of this schematicism was that.

the 1930 resolution, as ‘we have seen, put forward as
its main slogan the right to self-determination for
the black people in the Black Belt,
did not deal with the ongoing struggle that was
developing for equality.

ly 1mp1emented it would have tended to link up

communist work in the black people's . movement not.

with the proletarian revolution in the ULS. as the

highest goal but with a struggle for an independent

black republic as the highest goal.

However, because the black masses were 50 opposed
to the idea 'of a separate country being carved out
of the Black Belt,
right to seIf—determlnatlon the main slogan among
the ‘masses in the Black Belt was not implemented.
There were many attempts to do so, but they all
failed. = No matter how much the CPUSA periodically

~castigated itself for having failed to make’ agita-

tion for the right to self-determination a living
issue in its work in the black people's movement (to
say ‘' nothing of a' "main slogan”),
in doing so.

¥
k3

. tion,

is particularly striking -as it

. essen- -
‘to be looking for ways to hasten such a -

a slogah which"

This helped to foster in.
the Party a tendency towards national. fetishism.
Had' this aspect. of the 1930 resolution been serious-

repeat them in the 1930 resolution.’

the orientation of making the |

it never succeeded’ ;

Limits on the National Fetishism in
the 1930 Resolution - '

‘Nevertheless, there were distinct limits on the
national fetishism that appeared in the 1930 Resolu-
limits ‘that would be far excwded by the later
advocates of national fetishism.

For example, we have seen that the 1930 Resolu-
tion - dl\d not ‘take into account the fact that the
desire of the black masses in the, black belt to win
equality ‘within the confines of the U.S. -was pro-
gressive and corresponded to. the most effective way
open ‘to them, in the existing situation, to fight
for -their rights. = But elsewhere in the resolution
it took a different stand with regard to the situa-
tion in the North, when in Point 3 it praises the:

. progressive nature of the stand of the "broad masses

of the Negro population in the big industrial cen-

‘ters 'of - thé ‘North" in "making no efforts whatsoever

to maintain and cultivate a national aloofness, -

[and] on. the contrary, Working for assimilation."

It states
"This effort of the Negro masses can do much
"in the future to facilitate the progressive
process of amalgamating the whites and Ne-
groes into one nation, and it is under no
-circumstances the. task of the Communists to
give support to ‘bourgeois nationalism in its
fight with the progressive assimilation
.tendencies of the Negro working masses."

We have also seen that, in the debate leading up
to the 1930 resolution, the idea was put forward
that the "social ‘equality and other similar slogans
have no revolutionary meaning unless they are viewed
in light of ., an accessory to the slogan of self-
determination.”" And Haywood, just prior to the 1930
resolution derided the slogan of equality in general

-and social equality in particular if it wasn't con-

nected ' with the fight for independence.

But, whatever role the CI leadership may or rnay
not have had in inspiring these arguments, it didn't
“Instead it
stated correctly and dramatically that the slogan of
equal rights was a fraud if it wasn't connected with
a relentless struggle -in practice against all as-
pects of the oppression of the black people. It

_contrasted liberal phrasemongering with the actual

struggle in deeds, and it showed that theé liberal
phrasemongering. had the purpose of blocking the
class struggle. It put forward that the struggle
for equality and against all forms of Negrophobia

was part of the proletarian class struggle against
the bourgeoisie; it denounced the.liberals for seek-

. ing to draw attention away from the one effective

method of fighting the shameful system of ‘white

. superiority, namely, the carrying out of the anti-

racist struggle as one of the most important fronts

of the class struggle.- As the ‘resolution stated:
", . The slogan of equal rights of the
Negroes without a relentless struggle in
practice against all manifestaqons of Ne-‘»




NES ‘»

grophobia on .the part of the American - bour
geoisie can -be nothing: but a deceptive lib-
eral gesture of a sly slave-owner -or his
agent. This slogan is in fact repeated by
'socialist' and many other bourgeois politi-
cians and philanthropists -who want to .get
publicity for themselves by appealing to the
'sense .of justice' of the ‘American bour-
geoisie in the individual treatment of the

. Negroes, and thereby side-track attention

from the one effective struggle agaipst the
shameful system of 'white superiority"':
from the class  struggle against the American
bourgeoisie. =The struggle for equal rights
for the Negroes is in fact, one of the most
important parts of the proletarian’ class
struggle of the United States." -(Emphasis
'as in the original.) . |

RapidGmwthoftheCP'slntmém
- Among the Black Masses

- Despite the problems with the 1930 resolution,
the 6th Congress of the CI and the two ECCI resolu-
tions did succeed in throwing the CPUSA into the
forefront of the black liberation movement. The
1930 resolution, despite certain weaknesses, did
reinforce the determination of ‘the. CPUSA to throw
itself heart -and soul into this struggle. Thus the
period 1928-1930 marked a major turning point, -not
just in the ability - of: the CPUSA to write good
resolutions about the black people's struggle, but
in - the revolutionary practice.-of the CPUSA against
the oppression of the black" people.

The CP threw more effort- than ever before into
organizing work in the South. In 1930 the Party

established a branch in Birmingham, Alabama. Birm- .|

ingham was the biggest industrial center in the

 South; it was just outside the Black Belt; and the

iron and steel industry attracted large numbers of
black workers- to the city. ‘And there were also
large numbers of black ‘workers in the coal mining

- industry around 1930,

In 193] the CPUSA established the Sharecroppers
Union which militantly organized the fight against
the plantation owners. ' This organization was vi-

- ciously attacked by the state and armed: battles took

place twice with "the police. Déspite this repres-
sion, the Sharecropper’s Union grew rapidly and by
1935 it had over 12,000 members, a number of whom
were white. This was not a large number compared to
the total number of sharecroppers in the South, but
it was a major event for the times and-a beacon for
all sharecroppers.

Throughout this perlod the Party and the Commun-
ist International waged a militant international

.campaign in defense of the Scottsboro defendants

(nine black youth, the ‘youngest being only 13 years
old, being framed on a charge of raping -two white
women) Hundreds of thousands of white workers were
drawn out to rallies and demonstrations to protest
this attempt at legal lynching. \ Frequently rallies

- favorably on its work.
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and demonstrations were integrated into the work of
organizing "strikes among the workers in the basic
industries. " In an international campaign, parties
in" other .countries organized large, militant demon-
strations at American embassies and consulates ° de-

“manding freedom, for their black proletarian brothers

being held hostage in Scottsboro, Alabama.

- In numerous cities campaigns were launched °
against police brutality, ' job discrimihation and Jim
Crow practices. Throughout the South the Party and

- the Trade Union Unity League were among the main

forces organizing the workers' trade unions, the
strike movement, and the movement of the unemployed

*on an lntegrated basis.

. As a result of its revolutionary work, the Party
by 1935 was in the front ranks of the black people’s
movement. The popularity of the Party among the
black masses was such that even editors of Southem
black bourgeois newspapers were forced to comment
This is a quote from the
article "Negroes and Communists" in The Florida
Sentinel:

"The frequent appeals of the Communists
to American Negroes s causing .the black man
to think more seriously of his new-found

- friends -and to consider more at length thelr
doctrines for the progress of the workers, -

"No group of white men has made so bold
attempt to defend the Negro and to work
religiously for his protection as the Com-
munists.

"Sometimes their words are {ll-tfimed and

- carelessly hurled, frequently they contain -
too much venom, and often they are without
direction, but the men seem to be sincere
and whole-hearted in their efforts to aid
all the workers without regard to color.

"The Communists have shown a total disre-
gard for color prejudice -and lack of appre-
ciation for station and titles. They ‘have
accepted the black man on equal plane with
all other workers, throughout the world and
seem willing to toil for his elevation as
they do for all others of their group.

'"Recently members of the organization in
Germany staged a demonstration for the aid
of . the eight Negro ‘boys condemned to death
at Scottsboro. They hurled bottles at the
American consulate which contained messages
saying 'Down with American murder and impe-
rialism,' 'Hail the brotherly ‘union of white
and black youth proletarians,' and 'Down :
with the bloody lynch law on our- negro oom-
rades. ' :

"While we do not approve the. type of
demonstration the Communists are given . to
adopt in their various ‘protests, there - is
something about the fundamental appeal of
the organization which is becoming very
attractive ‘'to the ears of Negroes who are
being so sorely opprecwd beneath the heels»'
of the oppressors." ’
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So one can see that’ CPUSA was havmg success in-:

its new emphasis on the revolutionary struggle- in
defense +of the black people, and was winning a
tremendous amount of support. The period of the
early thirties, in fact the whole period of the
thirtles, was characterized by a tremendous increase
in the unity of black and white workers in the
" movement due \In part to the CP's work.

The Party had become a major force to deal with"

in,_the struggle of the black people. The black

bourgeols leaders were not: down and out or becoming .

the minorityinfluence in the!black people's move-
ment, but they had to contend with the growing power
of the CP's work. For example, the NAACP was beg-
ging to be let in on the Scottsboro case.
International Labor Defense, which was a Party ini-
tlated united front organization for support and
defense of those on ‘trial or in jail, was organizing
legal defense along the lines of using the trial as
a platform_ to mobilize the masses (while not neg-
lecting to obtain excellent lawyers for the defend-
ants) and was having. a great deal of success. The
NAACP. had originally refused to. take up the Scotts-
" boro case out of fear to defend black youth accused
of rape, but the movement in defense of the Scotts-
boro ‘defendants really gripped the lmagination of
masses and forced the NAACP to reconsider.

Lkpﬂ(hﬂovﬂsmanddBBla:kNaﬁmlaldem

The vigorous work of the CP against the opprw-
sion of the black people was a striking feature of
ts revoluflonary work of the first half of- the
1930's, It was the CP that led the working masses in
the fight against the capitalist offensive and the

utter destitution forced on millions upon millions |
It was |

of working people by the Great Depression.
the CP that championed the unemployed. It was the
. communist-led uniods and fractions in other unions
(united in the Trade Union Unity League, the succes-
sor of the TUEL) that displayed an immense activity;
although . they represented only a small share of the
organized workers, at one point of the Depression,

The

‘the strike wave of 1933, they led 20% of the strik-,

ers directly and influenced 50% of the strikers in
the AFL and the "independent" unions (non-AFL and
non-TUUL). -It was CP-led strikes and organizing
drives that sparked  the struggles and organizing
drives that 'eventually reached huge proportions
later on in the 30's. And it was the CP ‘that con-
stantly mobilized the workers against U.S. imperial-
ism and world capitalisn and in solidarity with the
toilers  of .other lands.

But the CP faced tremendous difficulties. It

still. had more to do in developing Leninist organ-

. lzational methods and in grasping Leninist theory;
it faced harsh repression by the -bourgeoisie; it had
to deal with various reformist movements: and schemes
floated by. the bourgeoisie to divert the masses' from

,the revolutionary ’alternative; and it faced diffi-
culties as the mass movement of the 1930'sdeveloped

in a somewhat roundabout way so that the size of the |

¥ . .
B !

life.
" struggle agamst opportunist

i

CP grew far ‘'more slowly than -its influence and the
size of the struggles it led.

The CP might have overcome these problems, It
had revolutionary spirit, and its dedicated work had
put it in the forefront of the mass movement which
was rising. It had to maintain its revolutionary
line, while paying close attention to the exact
forms in which the masses were rising to political
And it would have to carry out a fierce
influence upon the
Party.

Unfortunately, in this sityation, the CP proved

v. vulnerable to the change in the line of the interna-

tional communist movement that was formalized at the
Seventh Congress of the CI in 1935.  [See the May
Ist, 1985 issue of The Supplement, devoted to the

subject "In‘’Defense of Leninist United Front Tac-

tics/On the backward turn in the line of the inter-

- national icommunist movement at the Seventh Congress

of the CI in 1935".—ed.] With the CI now no longer
assisting the - CP to strengthen its revolutionary
resolve, but instead reinforcing the opportunist

" influences upon the party, the CP began to depart

"against President Roosevelt,

i

from the revolutionary path Earl Browder, Party
leader, was able to develop his revisionist line and
to liquidate one aspect after another of the Party's

_ revolutionary line and  teplace it with reformism. -
. Thus, in the latter half of the 1930's, although -
‘the CP's influence seemed to grow and it appeared to

register many new victories, the cancer of Browder-
ite liquidationism was corroding it from ' within.

The excitement of the mass ferment of the latter

1930's covered - up the increasing opportunism in the
CP's work. The Party began to tone down its fight
chieftain of the capi-
talist class, and to reconcile with the labor bur-
eaucrats as well. It eventually gave up any inde-
pendent stand and took the line that the workers
should simply be apressure group to back the lib-
eral bourge01sie and defend 1t from the conserva-

‘tives.

When the CP was following a revolutionary line,
it step by step reinforced its work among the black
working people and against their oppression. When

the CP began to be corroded by Browderite revision-

ism and liquidationism, this too affected its work
with respect to the ‘black people. The same re-
visionism and . liquidationism now -affected this work.
Just as it gave up the fight against reformism and
opportunism in- general and began to promote the

‘liberal -bourgeoisie, so now it extended its hand to

the . black reformists, the social-democrats and the
black bourgeoisic whose influence it had previously
fought. It step by step abandoned the struggle to
use revolutionary methods against the oppression of
the black people and resorted to liberalism and
reformism.,

The liquidation of revolutionary organization

-extended to its work among the black people as well.

In 1936, the Party's League of Struggle for Negro

Rights was liquidated and replaced with a "broad .
‘united front" organization called the National Negro




‘Congress. At the founding convention of this organ-
ization the keynote speaker was none other| than A.
Philip Randolph, the notorious social-demacrat and
betrayer of the black people. In that same|year the
Sharecroppers' Union was liquidated and its | member-
‘ship merged into the Agricultural Workers' Union and
the .Alabama’ Farmers' Union, the latter being strong-
ly influenced by the racist and Coughlinite forces
and organized _on a Jim Crow basis. -

By the late 30's the Party theoreticians Were,A

writing articles and books on how Roosevelt's poli-

cies were improving the conditions of the share-
croppers and' tenant farmers and how Jim Crow was
breaking down and would eventually disappear. Ac-

victory over fascism.. It capitulated utterl
liberal bourgeoisfe and went all out for
unity" instead of class struggle.

Crowed) and from the fight for employment
in the munitions factories, allowing the h
ed reformist forces to take the lead on th
tions. N

By -1943 the last Party organizations 'were offi-
cially liquidated in the South. This is the year

before the Party was abolished and converted into an

"educational association" in the rest of thel country
in 1944, '

In the period when the .CPUSA was advancing its
work -among the black masses on a revolutionary basis

and winning enormous sympathy among ‘the black mass-

es, the slogan. of .the right -to self-determination
played no role in ‘its work amlong the masses; this

" was repeatedly admitted in the CP press,| but no
solution to this problem was ever found. The actual
fights were waged on questions of equality,  against’
discrimination and persecution, against the semi-
feudal exploitation ‘of the sharecroppers and tenant
farmers in the deep South, against capitalist ex-
ploitation , and in solidarity with the black - people

of othér countries.

opposition (as the way the right to self
tion slogan was developed in the 1930 Tesolution
appeared to mean that a separatist struggle
was really bemg aimed at),

Party in 1944, provided another test of the |right to
self- determmatlon slogan. Here too it turned out
‘that the slogan of right to self-determination,
although correct at that time, was no magic |weapon.
It did not protect the Party

against the |liquida- ]
; :

;
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tion of revolutlonary work in the struggle aga’inst

the oppression of the black masses. Browder was
able to carry out the most disgusting liquidation of

" this work; the most disgusting fawning on the re-

formists, soc1al-democrats,' liberals, and black .
bourgeoisie; and the miost disgusting betrayal of the
struggle against Jim Crow; and so forth -~ all the
while maintaining- the apalysis of a black nation and
of its right' to self-determination.

theory in 1936, the year of the liquidation of the
Sharecroppers' Union and the year in which ‘a ‘great’
deal of the Party's direct work among the blaék
masses was liquidated in favor of building the Na-

-tional Negro Congress together with the social demo- -

crats. and black reformist bigwigs.

. The right to self-determination slogan wasnt
dropped until 1944, the year after the liquidation
of the Party in the South. It was one of the very .
last things Browder dropped. It was dropped only at -
the stage when Browder was expapding his united

‘front. to include the National' Association of Manu-

facturers and J P. Morgan. That's pretty far gone.
National Fetishism Helps Sidetrack the
v ‘ Replxﬂation of Btowci:rkm s

In 1945 ‘the criticism of Browderite liquidation—,
ism begah; the CP was reconstituted; Browder was
ousted from leadership of the American communists -
and soon expelled from the Party.” The CP faced the

- task of repudiating Browder's revisionism and re-

storing the revolutionary line of the -Party.

The front of the black people's movement was one
of the fronts on which Browder's revisionist theo-
ries were denounced, In fact, it was a major front
of the fight that was waged against Browderite re-.
vistonism- in '45, '46 and '47. Browder's theory of .
the peaceful dymg out of ' Jim Crow and his theory of
the reform of the semi-feudal plantation system ‘on
the basis of the good will of the capitalists were
denounced. His liquidation of the Party organization

* In- the South was denounced.

As a result of this initial critlcism, and the,
general invigoration of the Party ‘by the struggle

-against Browder, Party work was begun again in the

South. As well, the struggle was taken up against

‘the racist offensive that followed the Second World

War; - the -bourgeoisie had the aims, among others, of .
driving the black workers out of the industries they

- had entered during the war and of splitting the-'
- workers' movement along racial lines,

However, as with the othey aspects of the’
against Browderism in this period, the criticism
only went so deep. The most flagrant liquidationism
was denounced — especially Browder's denial of the-
need for the Party and for mass struggle. Many
crimes of U.S. imperialism were once again dengym

.ced. But the basic liberal-labor politics that led

to this wholesalé liqu1dat10n of the Party and the
mass struggle were kept. [This is outjined in the
article "Why the CPUSA didn't . resist

, In fact the .
CPUSA published "its first book on the: black natiom®




\
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revlsionism" in The Workers‘ Advocate of June 10,

1984, --ed.]

As a result, the Party remained weak and a revo- -

lutionary line was not reestablished.  One example
was that the initial increase in militancy and cer-
_tain gttempts to reestablish revolutionary work on
various questions were short-lived. For example,
work among the sharecroppers- was resumed in 1947 but
liquidated again in 1949,

National fetishism was one of the factors that "

protected the half-hearted repudiation of Browderism
and gave it a militant-sounding veneer. In 1930 the
tendency that came up towards national fetishism
-played only” a minor negative role in the overall
advance of the CP's work among ‘the black people.
But In the late 1940's national fetishism came up as
-a major matter that confused the struggle against

Browderism and diverted the criticism away from the -

‘need for a penetrating repudiation of \liberal labor
politics.

At this time alindst. everyone in the Party admit-
ted that separatist sentiments among the black mass-
es were nil ‘and the movement was coming up strongly
- on the question of equality., And almost everyone
had to admit that the tendency in the early thirties

-

to essentially encourage a secessionist movement and

put forward the formation of a Negro republic as the
goal was not a correct interpretation of work for
_the right to self-determination.
rience of the previous period had shown that the

As well the expe-’

, self-determination slogan was no magic, weapon

against reformism, although this was. not admitted,
Nevertheless the national fetishism in this discus-
sion in the CP was actually worse than that in the
1930 CI resolution and in the .Par y at that time:

- To give comrades an ide of the national fetish-
ism, expressed in the 1946- 47 discussions I would
liké to go over a few quotes. The first is from an
article used to introducé .the discussion in the
Party by a oomrade by the name of Claudia Jonec. She
states: :

' "Hence, equal rights for the Negro people of the

Black ‘Belt can be achieved only through enforcement,’

thmugh ‘their exercise of the right to. seif—determi—
natlon." One wonders what the black people in the
rest of the South and the rest of the country are
supposed to do\to win and insure their - equal rights.
Further she goes on to say,"the goal of national

self-determination should serye as a beacon to the.

"day-to-day struggles for Negro rights." Haywood, -

Allen and Weiss write articles of a similar vein. It

may . have been: correct to uphold the right to self--|

determination at this time, but the socialist revo-

lution, ' not self-determination, was- the beacon .that
had to be used- to guide the struggle for black
rights.

It is mtel‘esting that Claudia Jones slips back,

and forth between the right to self-determination
“and "the goal .of national self-determination" it-
Right to self-determination .-means the right

self, -
to secessioi. Self-determination, or the "exercise
~of- the right to self-determination", means seces-

- gle-

. "the goal’

‘scheme-mongering,

" ment,

* separate,

\

sion, the formation of a politically independent
country. This shows how national fetishism keeps
falling: into playing with the most blatant national-
ist rhetoric.. If her statement is taken literally,
she is putting secession as the goal of the strug-

However, Jones does not really mean secession.
But .she didn't simply make a slip by talking about
of 'national self-determination" rather
than the "right to national self-determination”.
That was no slip of the pen. The Party was full of
discussion of how the black people could exercise
their national ‘self-determination; about whether
they already had exercised their right to self-
determination, on the task of building the black
people's consciousness of .nationhood; on what’ a
tragedy it -would be if they assimllated that local
self—government would be an ' appropriate form of
self-determination; etc. Self-determination it-

self, not just the right to self- determmation, was

put forward as the goal 'and defined as meaning any
solution of the national question.

The ECCI in 1930 -made a- slip on the question of
national fetishism. . But its goal 'was the revolu- .
tion, and it was searching for every means to build
the revolutionary movement. @ The advocates of na-
tional fetishism in the post-World War II discussion
gave up the revolution and - were searching for some

'practical form of "the exercise of self-determina-

tion" to be achieved through coalition with "labor"
(the labor' bureaucrats), the black bourgeois organ-
izations and the reformists, They were descending
from revolutionary scheme-mongering to refotmist
-to ‘tinkering with the present
system. And they covered over their reformist stand
on how to achieve democratic rights (including local
self-government) for the - black .people with big

* phrases -about. self—determination and consciousness
~of nationhood. -~ - -

“(By the way, Lenin pointed out that thé right to
self—determination, in the communist- sense, did not
mean federation -or autonomy or local self-govern-
etc, The right to self-determination was. the
right to separate; if the nation decided not to
then how the common country was -to be
organized, whether it was to be a federation, or
have -autonomous areas; - or ‘be run through local self-
government, was a matter for all the inhabitants to

- deal with. Thus communists advocated freedom for

the nationalities inside- ‘the country as an important
principle of democracy, not as an application of the
right to self-determination. Clearly Lenin didn't
regard the struggle against the oppression of the
nationalities as less important on that account, but
his remark does show,. once again, that the principle
of the right to self-determination only deals with
one aspect of that struggle. See section 8§ of The
Right of Nations to Self-Determination, Collected
Works vol. 20, footnote on P 441.)

Nation—Building and Anti-A*slmilationkm
Versus Leninism

!




The basic content of the national fetishism was
the promotion of nationalism.
comnected . to flirting' with the idea ‘of encouraging a
secessionist movement, that's true, but it wasn't

‘connected. to the revolutionary movement either. .
Foster got to the core of it when he stated that the
Party must "adopt as a major task the awakening of v

the Negro people's consciousness of nationhood."
Formerly we Marxists had thought that we were advo-
cates- of proletarian internatlonalism and - and that
we fought national oppression in order to liberate
the black people and to clear the field for the
class struggle and to more easily awaken the workers
to class consciousness.
“ting bullding the "consciousness 'of nationhood" as
the goal,

The Browderite rightists stood against Fosters
views from a reformist stand. They wanted to drop
the right to self-determination because it was in-
convenient. , They justified this. with typical Brow-
derite arguments about_ the allegedly . progressive
nature of American capitalism in. the post-war

-period, about a long period of progress,, and on and :

on about -how. blacks were being assimilated as equals
and hence there was not much need to flght against
their oppression.

One advocate of this was a man by the name of

Doxie Wilkerson. One of his arguments against the

" right to self-determination is really capitulation-
ist. He.says this slogan raises the idea that the
black majority should rule in the areas where blacks

are the majority and you know the fears: this raises )

in the minds of white southerners.
However, there was some opposition to both the

‘national fetishism and the Browderite type of tend- | -

ency. There was an article written in this period
of time by a man by the name of Francis Franklin,
Like everything written at this time, .it is painful
to read because of the flawed and essentially re-

formist framework which pervades the entire debate .

in the Party at this time.  But it is interesting

because it upholds the right to self-determination

without making a fetish of 1t and even more inter-
esting is. the response it recelved in the Party

© press. : ,
Franklin pointed out that as long as blacks were

the majority in the black belt and a black nation
existed there,' you had to recognize its right to

self-determination. But, he said, since there is no |

separatist sentiment, and in fact the black masses
want integration and equality within the given
country, -the Party should recognize this sentiment

as progressive and throw every effort into organ-

izing struggle for equal rights. He held that "Our
program should declare that the realization of this
program of .complete Negro liberation will necéssari-

ly involve a revolutionary change in the Southern‘

states" which he proceeded to give a program for.
Now, Franklin's article contained various of the
shortcomings typical of the time, plus a few weird
theoretical arguments of his own. 'Nor do:we know
what became' of Franklin and what else he may have

4

It was no longer -

But here was Foster advoca- .

‘chauvinism,
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done or advocated. But for 'our present discussion
that is not so important. The point we want to make
is the wild response that the advocates of national
fetishism made to his views, despite the fact that
Franklin obviously displayed great enthusiasm for
the struggle for black liberation and upheld the
right to self-determination. '

Franklin was attacked in the most hysterical
manner because he did not make a fetish out of the
further development of blacks as a .nation. - Worse
yet, he held that "to the extent that.... separate
national development has been forced. upon them, . to
that extent they have suffered hideously." He advo-
cated voluntary amalgamation of the blacks . and
whites on the basis of equality. His position was
attacked -as meaning "nothing ‘more nor less than the
disintegration of the Negro nation", and recognition

of the fact that the Negro nation might amalgamate .

with the white population was painted as the worst

ism.
The 1930 ECCI resolution,

fetishism, welcomed any' progress towards assimila-

- tion .for the black people in the North,. although it

had a different plan 'for the South. Earlier we

quoted the 1930 resolution highly praising ' the black:

people of the North for their lack of ™national

. aloefness" and denouncing any ideg :that the commun-
! ists should oppose the

progresswe as31m11atlon
tendencies of the Negro working masses."  But by the
post-World War II period, nationdl fetishism had

grown into a deeply ingrained vice which regarded

assimilationism as a crime.

From the bitter denunciations . of assimilationism
in the criticisms of ‘Franklin's article and 'else-
where you can get an idea .of the growth of national
fetishism — the 1mportant thmg had 'become nation-
building.

After this protracted. debate in the CPUSA
resolution was passed at the CPUSA's National - Com—

- mittee meeting of December 1946 and printed in the -
 Feb. 1947 issue of Political Affairs.

The resolu-
tion_ declares for the right to self-determination,
which it now defines as some sort of self-government
in the black .majority area in the South, possibly

- together with white allies of the black people. But

the Tresolution puts its main emphasis on the strug-
gle "for full nationhood". It stated that "[n
recognizing the struggle for equal Tights in -the
South as a movement towards full nationhood, the
Communist Party supplies new power to  the Negro
liberation movement and- also advances the perspec-
tive of full freedom for the Negro people." Nation-
al fetishism had simply become a banner . for pro—
moting nationalism. ’

This anti-assimilationism and overriding: concern,
not about the revolutionary movement of the black

people and the working ‘class but about nation-build-
ing, is entirely opposed to Leninism. Lenin stated:
‘ : "The principle of nationality is histori-

cally 1nev1table in bourgeois society and,

‘ Haywood accused Franklin of the al- .
legedly terrible crlme of adVQcatmg a331milation-

despite its national '
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taking this society into due account, the

Marxist fully recognizes the historical

~ legitimacy of national movements. But to .
. prevent this recognition from becoming an

apologia of nationalism, it must be strictly
limited to what is progressive in such move-
ments, in order that this recognition may

not lead to bourgeois .ideology obscuring

proletarian consciousness.

"The awakening of the masses from feudal
_ lethargy,. and their -struggle against all
national oppression, for the sovereignty of
the people, of the .nation, are progressive.

- Hence, it is the Marxist's bounden duty to’

stand for the most resolute and consistent
democratism on all aspects .of the national
question. This task is largely a negative
one. But this is the limit the proletariat
can go to in supporting nationalism, for
beyond that begins the 'positive' activity
of the bourgeoisie striving to fortify _na-
tionalism,

"To throw off the feudal yoke, all na-
tional oppression, and all privileges en-
joyed by any -particular nation or language,
is the -imperative duty of the proletariat as
a democratic force, and is certainly in the
. interests of the proletarian class struggle,

which is obscured and retarded by bickering:

on the natiopal question. But to -go beyond
these strictly limited and definite histor-
ical limits in helping bourgeois nationalism
means betraying the proletariat and siding
with the bourgeoisle. There is a border-
line here, whlch is often very slight and
which the ... [nationalist deviators] ...
completely lose sight of. ,

"Combat all national oppresslon" Yes,
of course! Fight for any kind of national
development, for 'nmational culture' in gen-
~eral? — Of course not. The economic devel-

opment of capitalist society presents us
with .examples of immature national movements

all over the world, examples of the forma-
" tion of big nations out of a number of small
ones, or to the detriment of some of the

small ones, and, also examples of the assimi-

lation of nations. The development of ha-
tionality in general is the principle of

-bourgeois nationalism; hence the exclusive-
ness of bourgeois nationalism, hence the

endless national bickering, The proletar-

iat, however, far from undertaking to uphold -

the national development of every nation, on
. the contrary,  warns the masses against such

illusions,- stands.for the fullest freedom of
capitalist intercourse and welcomes every

kind of assimilation of nations, = except that

which is founded on force or privilege."

(Lenin, Critical Remarks on the National
‘Question, Sec. 4, Collected Works, Vol. 20,
pp. 34-35) e

" position" on the - national question.

Ontitting the Question of the Revolution

- And yet, despite their profoundly anti-Leninist
and -bourgeois nationalist positioms, the advocates
of national fetishism in this debate patted them-
selves on the back for restoring a "revolutionary .
Meanwhile,
throughout this whole discussion, the Party was
carrying out a policy of tailing after and promot-
ing the NAACP,. Democratic Party liberals such as
Heriry Wallace, and the reformist and social-democra-

“tic - leaders of  the CIO as the greatest champions of

the black people. :

-In the debate on the national questlon the imore
rightist elements in the Party. had not only demand-
ed dropping the recognition of right to self-deter-
mination but had promoted the greatest illusions
about the supposed great victories that the black

-and labor forces would win in the 1948 presidential

elections, This debate was in 1946 when the CPUSA
held -that the issue was that of backing Truman and
the Democrats (and had not yet embarked on the
campaign for the third party led by Henry Wallace, a
former vice-president. under Roosevelt, since he had
not yet thrown his hat in the ring and no one had
yet considered him a contender -- which is not to .
say that this third:party campaign mrarked any depar-

. ture from the stand of building up a Rooseveltian,

reformist coalition). This is the propaganda of the
rightists. ‘
And’ yet . whlle the rightists ' were raked over the

" coals.on the question of the existence of the black

belt nation, not a. word was said against this re-
formist illusion-mongering.  Indeed, it pretty much
became the line of the Party., And in' the middle of
the discussion a report was adopted by the National
Committee of the CPUSA praising the allegedly in-
creasingly ‘working class character, of the NAACP and
orienting the CP's tactics in the black movement
around working with and building up ‘the NAACP, A

Thus national fetishism served as a diversion to
the struggle to root out Browderism in the Party's
work against the oppression of the black people. It
shielded the abandonment of | revolution. For exam-
ple, by the early 50's, what remained of the CP's
work in the black people's movement was largely
participation in NAACP chapters and in various .lib-
eral churches and reliance on the trade union bur-
eaucrats. By the mid-fifties, the Party liquidated
any semblance of independent work and organization
among the black masses who were fightlng against
their national oppression.

In 1959 the CPUSA formally dropped their previous
analysis of the Black Belt nation, By this time the
dispersal of the black majority in the Black Belt
was so advanced that this decision was probably
¢orrect., But it was not taken for any. principled
reasons, Rather -the CP changed its stand in order
to better mix in with the black reformist and lib-
eral-labor marsh. In fact, ‘instead of explaining
how conditions- had  changed, the CP simply made the




blatantly erroneous ' assertion, without any explana-
tion, that the recognition of the tight of  self-
determination had alWays been wrong and had been a
sign of left sectarianism in the Party.

By this time, the CP had fallen under the spell
of KhruShchovite revisionism. The CP was rapidly
shedding any last remnant -of revolutionary spirit it
may have preserved and turning into a completely
servile servant. of the trade union bureaucracy and
the "left" wing of the Democratic Party. The task
in front of - true communists was to fight Soviet
revisionism, ‘thoroughly repudiate Browderite revi-

ism. As it soon became apparent that the old CPUSA
was hopelessly decayed and gripped by revisionism,
the ‘task was to rebuild a new, genuinely communist
party to replace the CPUSA.
task was just as important for advancing the black
people's ‘movement "and fighting national oppression
as it was for all other aspects of 'comm’unist work. °

The Na»RevLﬂomsm Champion Nadonal Fetjﬁxism

Comrades, the 1960's was a period of great up-
surge in the black people's movement in the U.S. By
1965, there was a radicalization of the masses in
this ‘movement, which began to take a more - militant
direction: More and moré activists began to reject
the limits put on -their ‘struggle by the liberal
bourgeoisie: and the reformist ‘misleaders such as
Martin Luther King. They rejected pa01flsm arid
tum—the—other—cheek15m and took on more revolution-
The ‘sentiment- developed
the . establishment and’ jts- lackeys to act or put
faith in minor reforms, but take things into their
own hands."

* But,' at- the- same t1me, ‘
~ sulted in ‘much of thé ‘movement looking at the strug-
gle from’ the -standpoint of national struggle rather
than the -revolutionary class- struggle.” Enormous
numbers* of newly-awakened black people poured into
""the struggle; - this was an extremely favorable devel-
opment for the struggle. At'the same time, whenever

new strata of the working people awaken to political

life
people. rise up, every question of orientation is
thrown up 'arew.  And this took- place at a time when
the ‘working class '‘movement’ was very weak, and so the

sionism, and take the revolutmnary path of Lenin-'

This anti-revisionist-

d number  of factors re-

>

and millions of- politically lnexperlenced'

racist trade 'union bureaucrats rather than the re-

volutionary activists were - often taken -as the repre-
sentatives “of ~the workers. * And it took place at a
time when the ruling, white bourgeoisie was willing

to turn to the’ intensified utilization of the na-

tionalism of bourgeoisie of' the oppressed national-
ities as one of the ways of shackling .and taming the
mass movement. ‘ As' well, it was a time when the
armed national liberation movements around the world
were actfve; this too was a very favorable factor
for struggle in the U.S. and one of the important
tasks of the revolutionary movement was to support
these liberation movements. But, given the weakness

. was to paint
“colors and to scoff at the class questions.
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of ‘the proletarian movement in the U.S. and many
other places, it was easy for the idea to arise that
only national struggle is revolutionary. -

This spread of bourgeois- and petty-bourgeois
-nationalism played a harmful role in the movement,

. creating illusions in the black bourgeoi31e and

various reformist figures, inhibiting the growth of
united revolutionary organization of black and white
workers, and holding back the masses from Marxism- '

_ Leninism, which was called a white ideology.

Not only did this nationalism have some’ influence
among the black masses, but the majority of the left
bowed down before it. This was a period of worship
of petty-bourgeois nationalism and of various kinds
of three worldism. In the late 60's the tendency
everything in national liberation

As the activists of the '60's took up Marxism-
Lerdinism and the task of creating - communist organ-
ization separate from the CPUSA, the neo-revisionist
trend emerged. It played the role of reconciling
_Marxism-Leninism with revisionism, liberal-labor.
“politics, and all kinds of .other petty-bourgeois
influences, It owed much to a merger of Browderite
liberal-labor traditions and Maoist three worldism.
One of the tasks the neo-revisionists took up was
giving a Marxist-sounding - cover to the prevailing
petty—bourge01s nationalism in an attempt to cuddle *
up to the 'cultural nationalists or to establish a

‘"Marxist-Leninist" cover for umiting with this or -

that “section of the black bourgeoisie. .
Consider the career of Michael Klonsky, a prom-
inent’ neo—rewsiomst leadet who headed the October
League, which later called itself the "Communist
Party (M-L)" and which was the foremost spokesman of
the raving chauvinism of siding. with one imperialist
superpower, -the,U.S., against the other imperialist
superpower, the present-day Soviet Union. Klonsky
and the OL always hid their opportunism and their

~accommodation to the bourgeoisie, whether the ruling

white bourgeoisie or the black bourgeoisie, under
the cover. of national fetishism and extravagant
nationalist rhetoric allegedly on the Leninlst right

- to self-determination,

Thus, even when Klonsky was still one of the
leaders of the big student organization SDS and the
OL didn't yet exist, he came out with a. vague theory
that the black ghettoes in the inner-cities consti-

~ tuted a nation fighting for its self—determination.‘

This was a theory once called the "nation on wheels"
theory for the national territory was supposed to
exist wherever the black people happened to be. In
fact, if carried out, this would be a theory for the
bantustanization ' of the black population, who would
end up segregated off in economically and political-
ly powerless impoverished enclaves.

Later, when Klonsky and others were parading as-
"Marxist-Leninists" for a time, various people
pointed out that this idea of the movable nation was

. a little too openly contradictory to Stalin's defi-

nition of a nation. So the October League, the
Communist League (now calling’ ltself the Communist
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Labor Party, it was another neo-revisionist organ-

ization which always prided itself as the true up-

holders of self-determination for the black nation)
and other neo-revisionists who were determined to
cover up their opportunism with national fetishism

revived the thesis of the black people in the black -

belt South constituting a nation.

However, by this time, the dispersal of the black
masses from the black belt was so advanced that
there was no material basis for the theory of the
existence of a black belt nation., The wildest theo-
retical absurdities had to be put forward to explain
how there was a black belt nation. The Communist
League's leader, Nelson Peery, came up with a "bril-
liant" theory that whites who live in the Black Belt
are really Negroes.  Such was his profound theoreti-

cal contribution to the national question. We must -

say, it was original,

Then there was OL's. most  famous theoretician on

the question of self-determination. - Harry: Haywood
was still around and still a national fetishist. - He

came up with a theory that you can't tell a nation
it doesn't matter that blacks are -

by counting - noses;
not the majority in the Black Belt anymore.
_still a nation. i

If you think about this,
determination’ mean for ‘the black people in an area
where they are a minority? Now,
minority rule which is reactionary and violates the
basic principles of democracy, .
a national minority in.this area. Indeed, if there
hasn't been a revolution yet, such a separate area
may well be an area of intensified oppression of the
black people and of espec1ally harsh rule of the
white’ boUrge0131e,

It's

This didn't ‘stop the 'national fetlshlsts from ]
denouncing everyone who opposed them as racists and

chauvinists and oppressors of the black people.
‘What the national fetishists lacked in- truth they
could make up in outlandish rhetoric and demagogy.
Thus they reduced the principle of right to self-
determination to an absurdity through their efforts
to apply it in a situation- where the nation no
longer existed in the black belt South. Neverthe-
less, it was very fashionable among the neo-
revisionists, for they found it useful -in justifying
their cuddling up with the black bourgeoisie. And
this support for the black bourgeoisie was not just
a theoretical issue, but it took practical forms;
for ‘example, the support for the election campaign
of Maynard Jackson to mayor of Atlanta was justified
as allegedly being an exercise in black self-deter-
mination. (Incidentally, Atlanta was never in \the
Black Belt.) This of course is reminiscent of var-

or they will still be

S

what does self—‘w'

either . it- means |

ious of today's liquidators who use similar national

fetishism to support . Jesse Jackson's campaign.
Thus, far from providing a, revolutionary orien-
tation for the struggle of the black people, na-
tional fetishism ~once again proved completely bank-
rupt at the first breeze., The fiasco of the: na-

tional - fetishist theoreticians was graphically

demonstrated in the face of the fascist anti-busing

movement. In this crisis, not one of the neo-
revisionist advocates of national fetishism took the
stand of organizing revolutionary mass struggle
against this racist offensive. @ Some went down on
their knees to beg protection from the state, while

" others glorified the anti-busing movement.

Oppose National Fetishism .
" Vhile Can'ying Forward the Struggle
~ Agaimst Racism and National Oppression!

‘'The rigidities and national fetishism in the 1930
resolution of the CI were, at the time, only a minor
weakness within the big push forward being given to
the revolutionary work of the CPUSA among the black
people. However, in the late 1940's, national

fetishism was taken up and developed into a deeply-’

in "Marxist-Leninist"

‘with cultural nationalists,

ingrained vice. It played a bad role in the strug-

 gle against Browderism, diverting attention from the

key issues and providing a self-righteous cover to
the reformist scheme-mongering of the time. It was
another factor in the tragic “failure of the CPUSA to
thoroughly repudiate Browderism.

‘In the 1960's, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois"
natlonallsm, with militant- sounding slogans, pro-
vided wrong orientations for the black people'k
movement. In the late 1960's and. 1970's, the neo-
revisionists revived the black belt nation theory at
a time when the black majority in the Black Belt had
already been dispersed. They took up some of the
worst and most ridiculous features of national
fetishism in order to have some Marxist-Leninist-
sounding credentials to justify their cuddling up
with the black bour~
geois, and with various reformists.

In contrast, our Party has always based 1tself on
the ongoing class struggle and on the principles of
Marxism-Leninism. * We have stood for 'revolutionary .

- struggle against all forms of racial and national

oppressjon. . We have fought to unite the workers of

~all nationalities in common struggle against the

bourgeoisie and for socialist revolution. We' have

- always upheld the struggle of the black people as

one of the basic revolutionary forces in this coun-
try. And we have had a sympathetic attitude to
those ‘oppressed masses with nationalist stands but
who were rising in struggle, while we remained
irreconcilable foes of all bourgeois nationalism and
chauvinism, especially that which presented itself
colors.

- We did not claim to know everything about the
theory of the black national question. But because
we grounded ourselves in the actual movement of and
struggle facing the black masses and because we
insisted on applying the basic Marxist-Leninist
principles to that struggle, we have contributed to
the revolutionary struggle against the oppression of
the black people and deepened our theoretical under- °
standing and our ties with the masses. We have
improved our ability to agitate and organize on this
front. Today we must deepen our ties with the
masses by going still further along. this tfoad. <>




