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Down with the Howard Beaéh'lynching!

For mass s'truggle".against the racists
and their government protectors!

The following leaflet of the New York Branch
of the MLP called for participation in the Dec. 27 -

demonstration against the lynching at Howard
Beach. Subheads, added.

/

--"But listen... But wait... We didn't do any-

"

thing.... My friends... We were just.,. It's them.,.
. —-"No, you listen! What are you doing here?"
demanded the cops, ' o

Cedric Sandiford, still dazed and bleeding, was
thoroughly frisked, held in the back of a police
care for two hours as the cops pumped questions
apout some mysterious shooting invented on the
spot,
Griffith's shdattered body. '

" A black, person is up to no good, period..

Deserves what he gets. Such is the racist logic of
the cops who treated the black victim like a
crlmmal

A Lynching Party.

The style may have been different, but it was
the same logic at work where three black men
emerged for a pizzeria to be confronted by a gang
of racists who chased and repeatedly beat them.
As Michael Griffith, delirious, staggered onto the

Belt Parkway to be finished off by a speeding car, |

his attackers laughed and joked: "Come here, nig-
ger. Come here, nigger."

A ‘lynching party -~ of northern vanety. Trad-
ing in their hoods and robes for shiny Cadillacs
outfitted with bats, clubs, tire irons, etc. Were
they misguided? Beer drinking, noisemaking, but

A few paces away lay 23-year-old Michael

' Support Campus Food Service Workers . ,. ’. s 2o, 9

otherwise decent punks? Or freelance racists?
Not really,. : - '
: ' Continued on next pege
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They are sanctioned and have quasi-official
status, - Even more so than other "whites only"
‘enclaves around the city, Howard Beach is highly
organized as such. The real estate sharks,
speculators, merchants and other moneymen who
oversee” this neighborhood of $300,000 and up
homes and exclusive shopping malls have the police
A‘and a small army of armed Pinkerton guards to
‘patrol its tree-hned streets and enforce its most
sacred of laws -- No Blacks! No Minorities! The
‘Rockwood Park Civic Association run by these
moneymen who hire these guards may claim "crime
prevention" as the excuse, but they welcome the
,Br'ookl’yn’ mob [referring to organized crime] into
their respectable presence.

Meanwhile, the guards are instructed to chal-
'lenge .all minorities who dare to pass through the
area. Racist curses, harassment, attacks and -- 'as
in thg ‘case of Michael Griffith -- murder are ac-
ceptable enforcement measures. . The lynch party
that attacked last Friday night just carried out the
routine normally performed by the private guards
and police in Howard Beach.

layor Koch -~ Hypocrite

‘All too familiar. At.the very moment of this
cowardly attack, baseball bats again were at work
on two Latino youths a short distance away ins
Ozone Park. This past summer several Puerto
‘Rican youths and black school girls were victims
of racist clubs and fists;in the Bronx. §imilar at-
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tacks have occurred in Staten Island. And everyone
recalls the black transit worker Willie Turks who

‘was beaten to death by a racist gang in the

Gravesend section of Brooklyn in 1982.
. Yet, as if Michael Griffith represented a new
awakening, Mayor Koch and Police Commissioner -
Ward are on the news, in deep shock and outrage
-- the most terrible thing to happen in my two
terms in office, said Koch. Hypocrite! '
Yes, the Howard Beach murder is an atrocity.
It is shocking. But it did not fall from the sky.
Like night follows day, this racist murder follows
the many other. murders and thousands of un-
reported insults and humiliating beatings meted out
by New York's "finest" in every borough, every

precinct, every day without fail,

This-is why, from the word go, the media took
off with their nasty speculations: Why were the
black victims walking in this direction and not the
other? Why use this phone and not that one?
Why aren't the victims telling all they know to the
cops? This is why Cedric Sandiford was handled’
like a criminal suspect, This is. why a toy gun .
pops up near Michael Griffith's dead body. - '

Don't Expect Justice From City Hall,
the Courts and Prosecutors

The truth is that the activity of the lynch mob
that killed Michael Griffith has a sanction higher '
than the Rockwood Park Civic Association and

|other money men who oversee Howard Beach, City

Hall has its own racist gangs. And the courts that
will eventually try the racists are the same courts
that allow the killers of Willie Turks to walk free -
today after the brief sentence served by only a
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few of them. , ‘ ;
Moreover, handling this investigation is the

106th Precinct, better known as the

dines the Queens political bosses and: the mob.
Clearly, justice will not come automatically.
Fighting the racist attacks is up to us.
 downtrodden black masses: and ordinary working

person enter the fight,

kindly on these heinous acts.
"'Por Mass Actions Against Racist Attacks!

The dramatic "moral" proclamations of Koch and
Ward should not be complimented, as has been
done by NAACP leaders and others, but should be
branded as hypocrisy and posturing. Similarly,
Jesse Jackson's recent appeal for thoughts of com-
passion towards the racist scum who killed Michael

Griffith is not so much high-minded as it is an at--
tempt to pour water on the fires of rage burning |

among the black people. The fight against racist
attacks has suffered badly in recent years due in

he "stun gun™
precinct, and Queens DA Santucci who wines and’

Let the,

" Not the mayors, commis- -
sioners, courts or investigation 'panels that look’

\
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part to the work of the Jacksons, the NAACP and
other sellouts to keep the lid on. They refuse to
organize the masses for struggle. Instead, they
prefer a dlalog with the Reagaiites and other
racists, whom they want to convince of their mls-
deeds.

We must not let our righteous anger over
Michael Griffith's murder be calmed by impotent -
gestures from Koch and War, or by the setting up
of yet another commission to investigate or hear
our complaints. We need actions which target the
government, .police and racist gangs -~ from
Reagan on down, the real organizers of racist at-
tacks in New York and elsewhere. Demonstrations
and other mass actions are of utmost importance in
order for the black people, other minorities and
the working masses to'have their say. We’ must
build such actions against racist attacks to glve
weight to our demand for justice for Michael Grif-
fith, :
All out to Howard Beach on Saturday, December.
277 '

Justice for Michael Griffith! K

Fight racist attacks with mass struggle!" <>

.

NOAH ROISTEN PREPARES FOR- JANUARY TRIAL

1

The following article is from the Dec. 15 issue
of. the Boston -Worker, paper of the MLP-=Boston.

After eighteen months-in jail on a qua'rter ‘mil— B

lion dollars bail, Noah Roisten is.finally going to
trial. During those eighteen months a lot of sup-
port has been building up for this brave and
decent young man whose only crime was to defend
himself from an extremely violent armed attack by
a gang of racists who attacked him at Park Street
Station,

. On November 12 a second fund ralsmg beneflt

was attended by 130 people including many of
Noah's mneighbors, ' scores "of MBTA workers who
-have rallied to Noah's defense and by a number of
college students. Eleven hundred dollars was
- raised at the event for Noah's legal defense. '
On November 15, a militant demonstration of
workers and youth organlzed a march from Noah's
neighborhood to Roxbury Courthouse to show sup-
port for Noah.
. The government's persecutlon of Noah is just
another example of how. it is the rich and their
government who encourage, organize, and protect
racism. In the last decade thousands of blacks

have been attacked and beaten by racist gangs in-

Boston. A dozen black men have been murdered

RN

by racist thugs. Even a number of white workers
who have gone to the defense of black peOple hdve

‘been severely beatén or killed.

And yet the most the government has done -to .
the racists is slap them on the wrists for show. -
The thugs who murdered William Atkinson did less
time in prison than ‘Noah ‘has done paiting for "
trial. We all know that if Noah had been white .
and his attackers black he would have been made a
hero by the police and the néwspapers Just like
Goetz in New York: But Noah is a black man who
successfully defended himself and so the govern-
ment’ has come down on him like a ton of bricks.

The persecution of Noah Roisten is an attack
on the dignity of all black people and it is an.at-’
tack on the unity of all workers. It is another
example of governmental blessing for the poison of
racism and for those who dlsrespect the rlghts of
the black people.

It is.up to the working people to rally to
Noah's defense. Much has been dore so far but
more is needed. Noah's trial is set to begih on
January 2. A lot of money is still needed to pay.
for Noah's legal defense, But more importantly
Noah needs” a show of mass support in the
courtroom and on the streets to show the govern-
ment that the working people of all races stand
behmd Noah <>




Page 4, The Supplement, 20 Jan. 1987

SARNEY SENDS TROOPS AGAINST GENER.AL STRIKE IN BRAZIL

‘The industrial proletariat of Brazil carried out a
general strike on December 12 to protest President
José Sarney's economic‘policies. Workers shut
down most of the'large factories around Sao Pauloy
the industrial center of the country, including the
Ford fand VW auto plants.
down public transport in Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro,
-and Salvador. ’ )

. The strike was called. after Sarney's announce-
ment in November that he would lift the price
freeze he had ordered earlier in the year. Sarney
also announced plans to shut down 15 state enter-
prises Which employ 30,000 workers. These meas-
ures were praised by the IMF (International Mone-’

tary Fund_) and foreign creditors, who reopened

credit lines to Sarney's government and agreed to
restructure debts for him. But for the' Brazilian
toilers Sarney's austerity measures were a bitter
) ;51'11, since the government has rescinded wage in-
creases and is trying to enforce a wage freeze.

MASS OPPOSITION TO AMNESTY

Mass opposition  ¢ontinues to ‘unfold in

Uruguay as the liberal regime of President Julio -
Sanguinetti continues to expose itself as another

bourgeois regime against the workers.

One-day General Strike

.- < _

In mid-December Uruguay was paralyzed by a
one-day general strike called in solidarity with the
striking workers of. the state-oWned' petroleum
enterprise.
hundreds of the petroleum workers for refusing to
obey a back-to-work order. The general strike
shut down mdustry,: schools, banks and government
offices.

The general strike was also called to oppose
Sanguinetti's proposal for a general amnesty. for
the military. During its 12 years in power(1973~
85), the military carried out severe repression
against leftists, jailing and torturing thousands. A
number of leftists were "disappeared", as in Argen-
tina, In their general strike the ‘Uruguayan work-
ers demanded justice against the military torturers.

Both Bourgeois Parties Support the Amnesty

Despite this, Sanguinetti pushed forward with -

his plan, and on December 22 the parliament pass-
ed his amnesty bill, The vast majority of both

major bourgeois partles -- the Colorados-and the .

National Party -- voted for the bill despite the
fact that they came into power as the "alternative"

The strike also shut .

Sanguinetti's administration has fired '

| be an.amnesty preventing new prosecutions,

N

On the day of the strike Sarney showed his
reactionary colors, fully in the mold of his old role
as the head of the former military regime's politi-
cal party. Sarney flooded the streets of Sao Paulo
and Rio de Janeiro'with troops to prevent picket-
ing or demonstrations of workers, . Tens of thou-
sands of soldiers, backed up by machine guns and
tanks, patrolled-the intersections and main build-
ings and arrested any activists who tried to carry
out organizing .activities. Over 100 people were
arrested simply for handing out leaflets and similar

"erimes".

After the strike Sarney announced plans to try

and bring the Brazilian trade unions into“a "social -

pact" with the government.- Sarney seeks to make

a deal over the heads of the workers with any

trade union bureaucrats who are willing to sell out.
The Brazilian workers will have to be on guard as
they continue their struggle. : <>

FOR URUGUAYAN TbRTURERS
to military rule.
Qutside the Parliament Building

~ The vote in parliament did not take place with-
out opposition from the masses; however. Outside
the parliament building thousands of people demon-
strated against the amnesty. When riot“police',;it-
tacked, the demonstrators fought back with stones.
The protesters destroyed several police vans and
smashed the cars of bourge01s leglslators with
rocks and crowbars. ‘

Thus, even though Sanguinetti was able to get

his amnesty signed into law, it was at the price of’

further exposing himself as a front man for the
exploiters and generals.

! Ditto in Argentina

A similar process is occurring in neighboring
Argentina, where during the last week of December
President Raul Alfonsin signed a cut-off law allow-
ing only 80 more “days for the military to be
charged: with its atrocities. After that there will
Al-
fonsin came into power promising to proseeut'e the
murderers in uniform who ruled Argentina before

him; but after the trials of a handful of the gen-

eral he scrgpped the project. In fact Alfonsin

jwould never have followed through even with these
few trials had it not been for the pressure of the-

mass demonStrations demandmg justice for the
30,000 "disappeared”. . 7
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PROTESTS IN WEST GERMANY

. , ) . ‘

The ’last days of 1986 saw a couple of militant
demonstrations by young activists in West Ger-
many., :

Against Evictions in Hamburg

On December éO, ten thousand youths marched
through the streets of Hamburg to protest the
eviction of tenants from public housing. The gov-
ernment plans to tear down the tenants' homes for
a road building project.

Frightened of the demonstration, the govern—
ment surrounded the protest with 2,900 riot police-

—men armed with truncheons. This did not however
intimidate’ the protesters. When confrontations
broke out between the demonstrators and the po-
lice, militant activists fought pitched battles with

the police. 93 policemen were reportedly injuréd.

Struggle at Nuclear Waste Recycljng ,Plant'. I
On Christmas day, four days of demonstratlons B
began at Wackersdorf near the Czech border where

-the German imperialists - ‘are building & nuclear

waste recycling plant. This has been a 51te of
repeated protesss in recent years,

On the first day, there was a demonstration by
5,000 people. The next day, hundreds of militant -
activists marched onto the forested construction
site. Clashes broke out w1th the police. ' The
militants reportedly threw rocks. and fired ' sling-
shots-at the police., There were a number of in-
Juries dand 51 arrests took place. <O

THE WORKING CLASS MUST COME TO THE HEAD OF THE REVOLUTION

In July, at the invitation of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist Party of Nicaragua (MLPN), a delegation of

workers and students, organized by the MLP,USA,

travelled to Nicaragua on a tour of solidarity with
the Nicaraguan workers and peasants. The follow-
ing is a continuation of our series of reports from

comrades who took part in the tour.
\ ’
* t *

Talking to the workers in the factories, fields
and streets, and in their homes, we could see that

ON THE PLOT TO BOMB THE U.S. EMBASSY AND BLAME IT ON NICARAGUA

Correction to the Dec. 86 Supplement
In the article The shooting down of the CIA
plane over Nicaragua -- A victory for the people
(the December 1986 Supplement), the  following
passage occurred on p. 4, col. 1:
And then there is-the contra crew in
Costa Rica. This group of drug dealers
hatched a plot in March 1985 to assas-
sinate the would-be U.S. ambassador to
Costa Rica, Lewis Tambs. They hoped = -
to collect the $1 million price on Tambs'
 head from his opponent, Colombian co-
caine dealer Ochoa. The money was to
be spent on contra arms, and the killing
was to be blamed on the Sandinista

| typo for "soon-to-be U.S. ambassador",
‘portantly, the New Republic, being a right-wing

TO SOLVE NICARAGUA'S ECONOMIC CRISIS

seven years affer the overthrow of U.S. puppet
Somoza the Nicaraguan working people still have a
high revolutionary spirit. A lively politléal discus-
sion can be struck up on any street corner, The
walls are covered with graffiti’ against the bour-
geois counterrevolution and U.S. imperialism.
The 'people will tell you that they made this
revolution themselves and they will not let Reagan
or anyone- else take away the gains they have
made. They are proudly bearing arms against the
. " Continued on page 26
" See NICARAGUA

~

government. Presumably CIA higher-ups
caught wind of this operation and gently
guided- their charges back to approved
targets for murder. (See. the New Re-
public, Nov. 24) :
The phrase "would-be U.S. ambassador" was ‘a
More im-

social-democratic rag and usually an enthusiastic

| imperialist, covered up various important features.
| of this plot that showed the involvement of high-

er-ups in the U.S., government, Information from :
other sources allows .one to add the fo'llowing:
The plot was not only to collect $1 million
from Colombian drug dealer Ochoa. As well, the
plot was to create a pretext for stepping up U.S.




¢ Advocate.
below, sho'ws how the reformist-run official student -
newspaper, the Daily Cal, organ of the Associated -
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aggression on Nicaragua. (It also was to extend to

targets in Honduras.) ,

The following incidents are guite suggestive
both of U.S. government direct involvement and of
the use that the Reagan administration would have
made of this incident.

U.S. embassy and- Costa Rican security officials
about it; but.this resulted in nothing but their ac~
tivity leaking out to. contra supporters. Then on

. July 18, 1985, close, to the planned time for ‘the

bombmg, the U.S. ambassador to Nicaragua, Harry
Bergold delivered a fierce letter to the Nicaraguan
government threaf@nmg retaliation for any‘attack

supported by Nicaragua" against'U.S. personnel.
The letter claimed that preparations were being
made for such "terrorist attacks" and that "we
- have knowledge that the government of Nicaragua
.. supports the persons who are participating in those
preparations" and talked of an "appropriate reac-
tion from the United States.". At the time, this
letter received a certam notlce in the Amerlcan
press.

The New Repubhc gave no reason for ‘the

bombing not to have taken place. In fact, on July
28, 1985, 10 days after.Bergold's letter, the London

. oorinﬁc*rmn:

The December 1, 1986 issue of the Workers'

Advocate stated that about. half the Congressional’

Hispanic caucus, including Rep. Roybal, had voted
.in favor of the racist Simpson-Rodino Bill (see the
-article "Down with the Immlgratlon Bill!/Defend the
Immigrant Workers!").. But Rep. Roybal was not

one of the liberal Democrats who voted for ‘the .

bill; he formed part of the small liberal opposition
to the bill. . -

-In June 1985 two journal-
ists, Tony Avirgan apd Martha Honey, informed the -

Times had carried a-story from Honey and Avirgan
on the bombing plot.- This publicity compromised

. the ability of the contras and the U,S. government

to blame such a bombing on the Sandinistas. This
appears to have been what stopped the bombing, as
is stated directly by various contra-lovers who
have now provided. information on the plot.

The Workers' Advocate will deal more with this

| bombing plot in the future. .It is highly instructive
of the operations of the U.S. mternatmnal terror

network..

By the way, Lewis Tambs himself is a hard- line
Reaganite and contra-lover.whose deeds as ambas-
sador include pressuring the Costa Rican govern-

‘ment to allow the, contras to build a secret air-

strip.  Apparently the Reaganite fanatics were
willing to sacrifice oné.of their own. (Perhaps the
higher-ups only wanted the embassy to be bombed,

not one of their own killed, but so far not a sin- -

gle account of the plot shows the plotters who
would be carrying out the attack making such a
distinetion. After all, they would lose their million

,dollar reward from drug-dealer Ochoa.) Such plots
‘also presumably show one of the reasons why the

supporters of ‘U.S. aggression are arguing among
themselves in the present contragate scandal. <>

ROYBAL AND THE SIMPSON-RODINO BILL

However, this does not mean that Rep. Roybal
took a progressive stand on the matter. ‘The ar-
ticle; "Democrat or Republican -- Both Parties of
the Rich/Who Backed Slmpson—Rodmo‘?" in the Dec,
10 issue of the Supplement points out, among other

things, that "Mr. Roybal actually introduced his ‘

own immigration bill last year which was basically
the same if not worse than the current Simpson-

" Rodino bill." RS

[

' ' At the Umversuy of California at Berkeley
DAILY CAL ——: I.OYAL ALLY OF THE ADMINISTRATION AGAINST THE ANTI-APARTHEID MILITANTS

The following article is from a 1eaf1et issued on
Decemhber 1, 1986 by ‘the MLP--San Francisco.Bay
Area.  The front of the leaflet denounced the at-
tacks of the campus police on the anti-gpartheid
movement, the arrest and persecution of .John
_Winters, and the savage beating of Rhodney Ward.
It was carried in the Jan. 1 issue of the Workers'
The back of the leaflet, reprinted

Students of the University of California, is helping

the administration and the:. police attack the

1militant anti-apartheid students.

Today campus activists in the anti-apartheid

movement are advancing under a heavy barrage of -

attacks from the pro-apartheid UC [University of

California] administration, the most recent of these.

being the brutal beatings, clubbings and arrest of
activists at the shantytown 10 disciplinary hearing.
In these” attacks to hold back the movement the
administration is not without allies. The Daily Cal
is always there to provide the administration's

e




maneuvers with some credibility. Of course, this
is not surprising since the paper's very existence,
and thus the lucrative positions within it, are en-
tirely dependent on the university.

Just - look at how, the Daily Cal covers up the
vicious attacks on the activists, They simply
present the police version as fact! With regard to
the arrested activist they simply assert as fact
that "John T. Winters, a university employee, was
“arrested after he and several other protesters tried
to force their way into the hearings." Who is
saying this? The police, but the Daily Cal doesn't
even bother to put quotes around it and attribute
it, ‘

Then they describe the arrest:
Winters
auditorium entrance -and, after a brief struggle,
handcuffed him." There is no mention of the cop's
repeated punching and head bashing that anyone
there could see, Instead, there is.a description to
give credence to the bogus police charges of
resisting arrest and assault on an officer.

"Police pushéd

With regard to’ the cowardly attack on Rhodney

- Ward, the Daily Cal tries to hide it at the tail end
of their article. Here again they give the police
version,
was clubbed while he was in the act of throwing
something at them." But this time, because of the
number of witnesses to the contrary, they-have to
add: "However, according to Ward and numerous
witnesses at the scene, Ward was 15 to 20 feet

away from the police, facing in the opposite direc- '

tion, when an officer broke rank, ran down the
~ hill and attacked him," Nonetheless, the Daily Cal
ignores the obvious. It refrains f_rorn asking its ad-
ministration sources why,
threw something at them, they didn't arrest him or
even charge him. The Daily Cal is careful not to
expose the-administration's forces any more than
necessary.

into a glass display case near ‘the

"According to Colvig, police say Ward.

if police knew Ward’

20 Jan. 1987, The SI;plement, page 7

The aim of the Daily Cal "coverage" is to prove
that "there is no way that this [the police at- -
tack--ed.] can be blamed on the police." Like the
administration,, the Daily Cal's lies are directed
against the section of activists who persist in
building militant mass actions. Besides blaming the
activists for the police violence, the Daily Cal im-
plies that there had been some underhanded at-
tempts. to associate the "Take Back the Night"
march with the militant stand taken by a number
of the anti-apartheid activists. They write how

"organizers and participants in [thel...march...said
they felt they had been manipulated-into a v1olent
confrontation,"

‘The Daily Cal tries to hide the fact that there
were two distinet actions called: a "Take Back the
Night" march at 6 pm and & protest against the
closing of the shantytown hearing at Wheeler at 7
pm. The leaflet announcing the hearings: protest
supported the anti-rape march and rightfully called
on activists to participate in both events.
Likewise, many on the march knew about the hear-
ings protest and planned to go there. The actions
of the militant activists outside the hearing
manipulated no one. What they did was express a
sharp - stand agamst the attacks of the administra-
tion. i

Now, it is true that some of the organizers of
the march didn't want to clarify their stand on
participating in the hearings protest. This did lead
to certain confusion among those marchers not in-
formed about the issues involved in the hearings.
But this weakness can hardly be blamed on the
militant activists. So when the Daily Cal tries to
paint up the confusion that arose as a result of a
few militants manipulating people into a violent
confrontation, it is simply lying. It is hiding the
facts and lymg to do the UC administration's dirty
work.- : <

At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology:
THE TECH APOL(BIZES FOR APARTHEID

The bourgeois, OffICIal student paper at MIT,
The Tech, opposes-the anti-apartheid struggle. It
combines treacherous reformism with outright
promotion of the racist stands of the MIT ad-
ministration.
‘December 8, 1986 issue of The Student, voice of
the revolutionary students at MIT.

The black people have waited long enough for
-, freedom
SUPPORT THE OVERTHROW OF APARTHEID .

‘The following article is from the .

On Friday, Nov. 21, The Tech published an .
opinion column by Kenneth D. Leiter .apologizing
for the racist Botha regime and claiming ‘that
South African blacks are not treated "badly".  He
goes so far as to tell us that blacks are not edu-
cated enough to rule South Africa, and that blacks
under apartheid are better off than blacks in other
African countries. 'Leiter attempts to justify the
racist institutions of South Africa to convince the
reader ' to oppose the economic and political isola-
tion of the racist regime. His defense of the
Botha regime is not only a racist stand which we

-
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must oppose, but it also seeks to undercut the

black people's revolutionary struggle. ,
Leiter's position is' nothing new. We have
heard it all before from .Reagan, [MIT President]
Paul Gray, [South African President] Botha, and
The Tech. (Note that Leiter sits on the staff of
The Tech, and The Tech even published Leiter's
column without an editorial rely because’ they
agree with Leiter, Reagan and Botha.) They all
claim to voice concern for the black people in
 South Africa, but ‘all oppose the black people's
revolutionary struggle.
administration claims concern for the black people
in the U.S., but at the same time claims that there
aren't enough "educated" (i.e. quallfled) blacks to
increase minority enrollment at MIT.

Leiter begins his racist statement,by‘vquoting ’

some white South Africans' disdain for "economic
sanctions, divestment and boycotts He further

quoted that racism was "too complicated to be

changed by simple solutions". . So what of the
opinion of the black masses? Leiter tells us that
"even a few educated blacks", such as Zulu Chief
‘Buthelezi, agree with him. But Buthelezi is a‘sell-
out and collaborator -who is well-hated by the
black masses. Leiter doesn't bother to'quote. the
opinion of the black masses,
fighting in the streets to overthrow apartheid. In
fact Leiter doesn't give a damn about the aspira-
tions, desires or opinions of, the black masses.
Leiter quotes yet anotheér racist South African
who warns that although change will come if must
come slowly.

destruction and death." Herein lies the racists'

opposition to the black people's revolutionary:

struggle. Why? Because everyone knows that for
decades under apartheid the black people have
been dealt "chaos, destruction and death" by the
racist regime.. \

But has Leiter or any other racist voiced any

concern for the black people's subjugation? Not a
word. What about last October's dead of nearly
200 black miners?
torture and death of blacks by the racist reglrne"
Instead, Leiter tells us ¢hange must not come "at
the expense of stability". o
So if revolutionary struggles continues to ad-
vance, exactly who will be dealt "chaos, destruc-
tion and death"? ANSWER: the racist ruling
class, the capitalist exploiters, the economic and
political allies of the U.S., ete. Leiter is -worried
that the exploiters' stability is threatened by the
revolutionary, struggle of the black people.
Leiter goes on to claim that black Americans

and black South Africans have nothing in' common.

with regard 'to their political struggles.’ Black
Americans, according to Leiter, "often simply seek

Similarly at MIT, the Gray -

who - are ajready

"Otherwise there will be chaos, -

Or what about the detention,.

to. be treated as whites.... The South African
blacks' goals are to be colorless and equal." Both
of these statements are racist lies. The same cor-

porations which discriminate and exploit black

Americans, first under slavery, then under Jim
Crow segregation and now under Reaganism, are
the same blood-sucking corporations in South
Africa.

Today the black people of South Africa are
being told what is good for them by Reagan,
Botha, Leiter, and the big-shot liberals. The black
peoplg are told to wait and wait and wait for
"peaceful reform". These are the exact same
political maneuvers which were fed to the black
Americans for years until they decided to rise up
in militant struggle during the 1960's.
~ Leiter ends his racist column with the claim
that blacks should be denied fundamental political
rights. He insults the blacks' intelligence by stat-
ing. that although the racists could hand over
power immediately to the black people, there are
not enough "educated" blacks to run the govern-
ment "properly". ("Properly" for whose interests?
Perhaps for the racists, Leiter, the. U S. corpora-
tions?)

He defends the raclst Botha regime by pointing
out that Botha has recently instituted "limited
reforms", such "as creating a ‘third segregated,
powerless chamber of parliament for non-black and
non-white nationalities. But whatever "limited
reforms" which the Bacists have implemented, they
have done so only as a result of the rising
revolutionary struggle in the streets. ,Botha's aim
is not to liberate the black masses, but to attempt
to create an illusion of an alternative to revolu-
t10n, to ultimately undercut the liberation struggle
and thereby preserve the racist regime. :

Throughout his article Leiter expresses pseu-
do-concern for the black people's well-being.
(Reagan and Botha claim the same.) But'his racist
position is uncovered by his denial of the blacks'
right to vote. He claims that no one, including
the black people, should expect the Botha regime
to offer the reform of "one-man, one-vote", con-
sidering the "history! of South Africa,

But readers of The Student must remember that
so long as the black people continue to battle in
the streets, to rise in revolution, they are seizing
control of their destiny from the racists, including
from Leiter! At MIT the administration supports
U.S. corporate operations in South-Africa, through
the Sullivan Principles, and is also presiding over
the resegregation of the campus. We must step up
the fight against the MIT Corp. on both of these
fronts. For the past two years militant solidarity

actions have swept the U.S., and this is what we’
| must continue. - ) - <>

| {
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L | SUPPORT MIT FOOD SERVICE WORKERS' FIGHT AGAINST CONCESSIONS

The following article is from the December 8,
1986 issue (vol. III, #14) of The Student. .

" MIT is ending the ‘food service workers' pen-
sions -after getting itself off the hook by leasing
its dining halls to ARA. With this legal sleight of
hand MIT is supposedly no longer responsible for
the wages and working conditions of its workers,
just as MIT is supposedly no longer responsible for
work done at Draper Labs, of which they "divest~
ed" in the early '70s following militant anti-war
protests. Perhaps MIT's next step will be to lease
out its classrooms and labs --.then if there are
reports of racism the administration will say:
"Don't come to us with your complaints, we're only
the landlords."

The food service workers prepare food in MIT'
dining hdlls and are hired by a company chosen by
MIT: The demand that the leasing of the dining
halls should not be used to worsen the workers'

wages and working conditions, made to the ad-

ministration during the anti-apartheid Shanty Town

protests in Spring '86, is still correct. Forcing the .

workers to provide their own pensions is a method
of forcing a wage cut on the workérs and is part
of the Reaganite concessions drive devastating the
working class. As was pointed out last Spring,
MIT is attacking the food service workers at the
same time it is attacking the anti-apartheid move-
ment because MIT is directed by the same corpora-

tions that viciously exploit the workers of South 'y

Africa and the U.S.

The proposal by Bozzotto, president of the locaI
Hotel, Restaurant, Institutional. Employees, and
Bartendeérs Union, essentially agrees with the con-
cessions demanded by MIT and (its tenant) ARA.
Bozzotto proposed a "two-tier" pension system with
the older service employees themselves paying for

the pension plan previously paid by MIT and the

younger service employees having no pension plan.
The two-tier system is a device designed to in-
stitute wage cuts, but instead of making the cut in

one whack it is done in a series of cuts -- first .

on some workers, later on the others. This is
done in hopes of splitting the workers' resistance
into older Vs, younger employees. In the name of
calling o_n MIT to "show some social responsibility"
Bozzotto is offering to MIT a way to carry out:
wage cuts while blunting the opposition to them.
Bozzotto even went so far as to stress that his
union .is not asking MIT to continue cOntr1butmg
funds to the pension plan.

In opposition to- this sell-out plan, The Student
stresses that MIT should continue the pension plan -
for all food service workers. The workers are
correct in saying that MIT has given them "a big
slap in the face and sold (them) down the river."
'~ The food service workers' struggle against the
pens'ion cuts should be supported by workers and
students. Every attempt to undercut their fight
should be’ exposed and denounced. MIT is respon-
sible for the wage and working conditions of
workers at MIT -and should be held accountable, <>

MR. "FREEDOM" BODINE CURSES COMMUNISM '

The following articles are taken from the. Nov.
12 and Dec. 17 issues of Chicago Workers' Voice,
paper of the MLP-Chicago. Subheads are added.

WHY DOES BODINE WANT TO SUPPRESS _
THE COMMUNISTS AND MILITANT WORKERS?.
TO MAKE MORE MONEY!

Last week Mr. Paul Bodine sent a letter to all
emoloyees that ranted against communism and
prattled about "democracy" and "freedom". . He
enclosed this letter with the paychecks. He has
_every "right" to do this because this is America

and "Freedom is the American Way".
words, he's the owner, he signs the checks, and no
one has the right to refuse the boss.

“ It is nothing but ‘the most ‘sickening hypocrisy
for this man to pound his chest about "democracy"

-after Bodine has just finished trying to cram bru- -

tal concessions down the workers'. throats. The
company used every underhanded method that they
‘could in order to force these concessions including
all manner of lies, 1nt1m1dat10n, secrecy and even.
blacklisting.

So Mr. Bodine 1s for democracy while the

on the contract? Does that mean Bodine is willing
to allow the workers here to be fully informed of

Fe

‘In other -

Y

" Marxist-Leninist Party is for totalitarianism? Does )
that mean he is for giving all the workers a vote.: -/
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the contents of a contract which now hangs like a
club over their heads for the next three years?

" But there_is inore to this little letter of Mr.
Bodine. Why is' he suddenly so concerned that
workers will read our literature? Left-wing-groups
have d1str1buted at Bodine for over a year now,

but only since the contract has Bodine shown con-

cern,
I\t_ was the Communist Leaflets
That Exposed Concessions
First, as everyone knows, the MLP leaflets

played a major role in opposing the recent conces-
sions contract. Our leaflets were the only source
of information exposing the concessions and the
conspiracy between the company and the union.
We encouraged the struggle against this sellout.
Without this, the workers would have been at the
mercy of the lies, rumors and intimidation tactics
of the company and the union bureaucrats.

Mr. "Freedom" Keeps Political Files
. on the Workers

- The fact that workers made their opposition ,

" felt -- both ¢ollectively through the petition, and

individually -~ took the company and the union by
surprise and forced them to withdraw some of
their concessions.demands.
make sure that there is no interference with their
wage-cutting plans. The day after thé coritract
was ‘approved, the company compiled a blacklist
naming 4 workers as allegedly -being left-wing
political activists, Bodine Electric Company, the
champion of freedom, wants to keep files on its
employees to be able to finger the most ‘militant
workers and target them for- harassment and firing.
In Mr. Bodine's letter he says "you have the right
to reject" socialism and class struggle. But what
he means is .that you have no right to accept
them!

Redbaiting and blacklisting are standard tactics
of the rich to .try to intimidate workers from
,reading the truth and from organizing themselves
to defend their class interests. Mr. Bodine is
trying to use "McCarthyism" to split the workers
away from the forces that are fighting concessions.
He wants to isolate the Marx1st—Lemmsts and in-
cite people tqo. attack them.

Mr. "Preedqm Opposes Literature Distribution

Workers should note that from this letter it
seems that the company checked into the possibil-

ity of preventing leftist groups from distributing
on public’ property. But since they can't do it
"legally", Mr. Bodine rants and raves about "Marx-

‘.

Now Bodine wants to-

ist groups" that "are trespassing on your freedom
by dlstr1but1ng information dlstorted by their point
of view..."

To tell the truth is "trespassing on.freedom", to

“stand up for the interests of the workers is "dis-

torted". Marvelous isn't it. One should tell lies
and plead for-the company to make more and for
the workers to make less. That's the "American
Way". ‘And that's what Bodine does. :

He needs to do this because he is plannmg
more wage cuts and layoffs (see article below) and
Bodine doesn't want anyone to fight back. But the
workers know that the truth is not included with’
their paychecks. The reality of what's going on is
described only in the leaflets that are passed out
on the sidewalk.

Capitalist "Democracy” --
and Capitalist Reality -

According to Bodine, the proof of ‘American
democracy is the supposed "right to choose your
own employer". Thus the 29,000 GM workers who
were laid off last Friday (the same day Bodine
issued the letter) can rejoice in their democratic
right to pound the pavement scrambling for a
chance to earn a decent living. This is the reality
of capitalist democracy. The rich have the right
to hire and fire, we only have the right to beg for
work and go hungry. The democracy in capitalism
-is only for the rich. The democracy in socialism
is for the working people. Imagine what terrible
oppression it would be if workers forced GM to
;guarantee them jobs or livelihood! Why such an
attack on the capltallsts' rights would make profits
fall! If they can't cut wages and throw people out
on the street, how will they ever pay for their
Avantis? In g real democracy, where the majority
truly rules, in a proletarian democracy, the inter-
ests of the working people would be defended, not
the "right" of the rich to exploit them.

Note that Mr. Bodine compared American demo-
cracy to the Soviet Union. The implication is that
to be for socialism means to support the Soviet
Union or at least to emulate the Russian system.

The Soviet Union is No Longer Socialist

The Soviet Union is a country'that'Was once
socialist but is now capitalist. There was a coun-

_ter-revolution, and today the Soviet Union is an

imperialist monster, just as is its main rival, the
United States. We call it soviet social-imperialism '~
(socialism in words, imperialism in deeds).  Since
Mr. Bodine has raised the:issue of socialism (he’
states that it is a proven failure), we will take the
‘opportunity in future issues of Chicago Workers
Voice to go into our views on what socialism is

P




- " was rejected by 87%.

and is not.

The Rich Don't Want the Working Class
Coming onto the Political Stage

Bodine hates the communist literature, not just
because it exposes ‘what goes on in their own fac-
tory, but because it hits the capitalists on a series
of issues such as racism and discrimination, im-
perialist war and aggression, and others. .The rich
are scared to death of: the. thought .of the Ameri-
can working class coming out onto the" political
stage as a force for itself. 'This will happen in-
evitably and this is what we -are working for.

All the workers have. to stand strongly against
the suppression of militant workers who. fight .con-
cessions. And all the workers must oppose the
suppreéssion of communist literature whigch is telling
the truth and playing an important role m bulldmg

the movement against concessions, » <>‘

FIGHTING CONCESSIONS AT BODINE
'ELECTRIC COMPANY

Workers at Bodine Electric Co. jumped the gun
on their. management and their flunkey union nego-
tiators this fall. The workers exposed outrageous
back-room concessions deals before the concessions
could be imposed on them.
sent a letter to the union demanding huge conces-
-sions, a letter the union officials tried to. keep
secret. But workers got a hold of it and circu-
lated it and the the MLP publicized and denounced
the planned concessions. 'Note that Bodine is an
open shop and that only 10% of the workers are
members of the two unions, the IAM and the
IBEW. So only a handful get to vote on the con-
tract that everyone must work under. . ' Further-
more, the IAM and the IBEW have never made any
attempt to recruit members!

. The workers at Bodine responded to this situa-
tion by circulating a petition which denounced the
.‘concessions and demanded that the unions reject

", them and that they hold a meetmg with all the

workers, whether union members or -not, and ex-
plain the situation with negotiations.

At this point the company backed down on

. some of. its demands and a toned-down version of
the concessions .contract was put to a vote, It

The union misleaders then
used their "vote till you get it right" tactic, allow-
ing only members of one of the two locals to vote
again on a "new" offer. The sellout contract was
finally passed, but some of the worst concessions
demands were defeated and the workers at Bodine

gained valuable experience in'organizing themselves :
"company" unions and ex-

independently of their

The Company first .
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posing the treachery of these labor hacks.

The struggle at. Bodine will continue against the
program of speedup, rate and wage cutting,. job
combinations, harassment, etc. Management is al-

ready "re-evaluating" job incentive rates (piece-

work rates) in assembly, in preparation for cutting
rates, and in the machine shop rates have already
been cut on a number of JObS. <>

-

BEWARE! BODINE
PLANS - NEW' ATTACKS ON THE WORKERS

Bodine Electric Company has already started a
major new program of wage-cutting, job combina-
tion and e11m1nat10n, and speed up. The "Quality
In Motion" has only been the ideological prepara-

tion for what 1s now underway with the Xerox or-

der,
The Bodine capitalists are hopping w1th ex01te-
ment over their 3-year contract with Xerox Cor-

~poration for 20,000 motors/year. This contract is

worth around $30 million, but Bodine tells all its

employees that it "offers very little profit"! The

reason for this outrageou's lie is Bodine doesn't

want the workers to get any 1dea that just because

the company is rolling in money, don' t think about

a raise. In fact, Bodine wants to squeeze more

and more out of the workers. This is why Bodl,ne

was demanding a concessions contract.
Specifically, Bodine is planning:

-=- an assembly line in Assembly

—-- group incentive bonus .(this was even put into .

the contract, it is a vicious method of pressuring

workers to pohce each other in Bodine's speed up

campalgn) .

"machining cells" , grouping operations so.that

one worker performs several jobs at one work sta-

tion, resulting in huge job elimination and speed

up -

-- computers in ‘the Tool Crib to keep track of

tooling, inventories and ordermg, probably e11m1-

nating several clerks.

i ' Clearly, this program of the Bodine "capitalists

' has nothing to offer workers at Bodine but wage-

cuts, harassment and the unemployment line.
These attacks are part of 'the overall Reaganite of-
fensive of the rich’ against the workers,
productivity drives and concessions offensive have
been weighing down the workers for several years
now but the tide is turning. Increasingly workers
are gathering their strength again, organizing
themselves and launching strikes and other strugb
gles against these attacks.-

Bodine workers, you must prepare yourselves,

organize to fight the new round of attacks by the
Bodine capitalists. <>

The -
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Important Lessons of the Northern California Kaiser Strike
THE STRIKE HAS ENDED BUT THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES . ' '

Below is the Dee. 22 leaflet of the MLP-San j

Francisco Bay Area. :

The Kaiser workers have returned to work after
waging "a hard fought seven week battle against
Kaiser's demand for two-tier wages and othér con-
cessions. Even though they had a two-tier con-
tract rammed 'down their throats by their ‘own
union "leaders"; nothing can diminish the inspiring
example set by their struggle, or tarnish the vic-
tories it achieved. Six weeks into the strike, the
workers were able to overcome the disorganization
of the strike by the SEIU bureaucrats and take
matters into their own hands. They organized

"rank-and-file actions at every facility. These ac-

~tions invigorated the strike so much that the hos-
pital administration was on the run and victory
against the two-tiers was on the horizon. The
rank-and-file motion  was the most sighificant
achievement of the entire strike.

The workers. are very proud of their just strug-
crle. They are summing up the power of the rank-
rand-file actions and concludmg that they could
have defeated the two-tier if only they had stayed
out longer and continued the militant mass picket~
.ing. Workers are very bitter about Kaiser and the
sellout contract and there is.vigorous discuSsio_n

-~ throughout the hospital about events in the strike.
This leaflet from the Marxist-Leninist Party is
written to contribute to this discussion and to sum

" up the mahy lessons and experiences of the strike.

Militant Rank-and-File Action

Up until the last day, and especially in the
seventh week, the ‘strike was gaining momentum,
The workers were not weakening, 80% were still on
strike, at the end. ' The spirit to fight was not
getting dampened, it was intensifying. The mili-
tant rank-and-file actions in the last week of the
struggle had an electrn‘.‘ymg effect on the strike.
‘The strike was growing and more workers were
going into motion every day. Workers from other
‘work places--hospitals and factories--were joining
the lines in solidarity. The key to winning the
strike had been found -- it lay in m111tant rank-
and-file action.

This is still the hottest topic of d1scuss10n
among - the workers. . They say that they. did not
have to eat the two-tier and that victory over the
two-tier was stolen from their hands in a filthy

i

sellout. The struggle against the two-tier may
have been lost but the lessons of the strike remain
on everyone's lips: THERE IS NO WINNING WITH-
OUT MASS STRUGGLE AND THERE IS NO MASS
STRUGGLE WITHOUT THE 'RANK AND FILE TAK-
ING IT UPON THEMSELVES TO ORGANIZE IT!

No Business as Usual at Kaiser'Today

The Kaiser workers have gone back to work,
but Kaiser's Christmas party and "ice cream social"
welcoming will never make them forgive and for-
get. Workers are denouncing Kaiser up and down

‘for carrying out a filthy seven-week fight against

the1r livelihood. = When Kaiser talks about being
one blg happy famlly again, the workers can only
thmk of their OWN families, existing 7 weeks
without wages, having to wait till February to
celebrate the holidays because of Kaiser's greed.
Workers vividly recall Kaiser's brutal attempts to
break the strike and force rotten concessions on
them, They don't forget that Kaiser imposed an
injunction on the stri#ke, used scabs from Southern
California, called out the police to arrest picketers
and ordered Rambo George Stevenson to go wild
and h1t picketers on the 11ne.

" Union Bureagcrats Sell Out

The strike also unmasked the sold-out character
of the SEIU bureaucrats. As the strike continued
week . after week, it became’ clear that the union
heads weren't about to organize anything that
would force Kaiser's hand in this struggle. Right
from the start thesSe misleaders worked to keep the
strike weak, and the rank and file under strict
control. To accomplish this they used their "Cor-
porate Campaign" -- a strategy to replace militant
picket, lines with a public relations scheme that
asked people to drop ‘their Kaiser membership.
The workers at Kaiser were forced to return to
work with this despised contract because neither
Kaiser nor the hacks could tolerate the growing °
militancy. The militancy threatened Kaiser's two-
tier and it threatened to expose the do-nothing -
union misleaders who refused to organize a flght

The truth is that the bureaucrats at the head
of the American trade unions are not r{epresenta—
tives of the workers. They live high on the hog,

‘enjoying privileged positions and bloated salaries

which separate them from the interests of the rank
and file, As a result, they act as agents of the




capltallsts inside the workers' movement. -They use
the union machinery for pressurmg the rank and
file to give in to the capitalists' demands at every
turn. , o '
Rank—and—l"ile: Backbone of the Strike
Luckily, in the ‘Kaiser strike, it wasn 't just the
‘union hacks who played a part in the drama.
Throughout the strike, the spark plug of activity
was the rank and file. Right from the start there
was a section of workers who organized themselves.
to strengthen the picket lines with militant mass
actions -aimed at stopping scabs and delivery
trucks.
of ‘sustaining the workers spirit of struggle durmg
the first six weeks of enforced inactivity so that
by the time the Dec. 4th vote meeting, rolled a-
“ round, the boiling point had been reached. . The
workers rejected the two-tier for a second time,
denounced the-hacks for the role they played in
weakening the strike, and pushed. forward-in the

next couple of days toplanrank-and-file activities \

from Martinez to Fremont. It was this 7th week
of the strike, a week fyll of mass actions, that
brought a new strength to the workers and where
their most valuable lessons were ‘gained.

‘This strike was a powerful force for teaching
" people how to struggle.
own eyes ‘the strength of mass actions. They saw
" that -the power of the strike grew as their own
actions grew more militant. They saw their mili-
tant actions inspire solidarity in "the: community.
The workers also had a lesson or two .in the
tredchery of the trade union misleaders who never
want the workers to fight. And they had a very
important lesson in breaking loose from the stran-
- glehold of the bureaucrats.” It is this break that
. laid the ground work for the rank-and-file activity
of the 7th week.

The Role of the Marxist-Leninist Party

A final feature of importance to the strike was
the activity of the Marxist-Leninist Party. The
strike demonstrated to the workers the stand of
the Party. ' The Party united with the workers'
desire to shut Kaiser down and win the strike.
This ‘was clear from everything the MLP did.

From the outset, the MLP and its supporters took

“a very active role in support of the struggle.
Through its militant presence on' the lines every
~ day and vigorous participation in the workers' mass
actlons, the Party helped to strengthen the.work-
ers' fight., When the Party walked the lines there
was always intense political discussion with ‘work-

ers on topics of interest from Iran—'ga*te to South.

Africa.

*for the Kaiser strike. -

This rank-and-file activity had the effect

Workers saw with their

‘build independent of the trade union hacks.
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The MLP distributed its newspaper, The Work-
ers' Advocate, and five leaflets written especially
Central to the message of
the leaflets was support for the rank-and-file ae-
tions during the strike. This literature brought a
revolutionary analysis to the workers and did a lot
td expose the trade union bureaucracy's use of the
"Corporate Campaign" to weaken the strike. All of
the MLP leaflets about the strike were taken to
factories and communities by the Party and thou-
sands were distributed. Every place the Party .
went it pointed out that Kaiser's attack would
pave the way for further attacks on the workers
everywhere. In its work in the community, the

,Party saw firsthand that there = was tremendous

support for the Kaiser strikers throughout” the
working class, and it did a lot to encourage work—
ers to participate on the picket. lines.

In all, the work and stand of the ‘Party was
warmly welcomed by the strikers. A couple of
strikers volunteered to distribute Party leaflets at
the Dec. 13th vote meeting. Others defended the
Party against the harassment by the bureaucrats |
who tried to stop the -Party's distribution because .
they were fearful that the Party's revolutionary
analysis and act1v1ty would fuel the ranh—and—flle
opposition to their sabotage.

Lessoﬁs to Bu11d for the Future

Kaiser is not nearly done attacking the workers, -

- There are a couple of Kaiser workers who have
not received strike amnesty as well as workers and

activists from the community that st111 face
charges, and their cause must be fought. There
are contract struggles coming up in 1987 for the
office workers of Local 29 and for 'the RN's. And
Kaiser has just begun to consider how it will im~
plement its tow-tier. The two-tier is going to
mean speed-up and harassment for older workers
so that Kaiser can replace them with new, lower
paid workers. Tt will mean layoffs as Kaiser moves
work to the lower paid, out- lying areas,

The experience of the Kaiser workers shows
that in order to fight the concessions drive of the
rich, workers have to rely on themselves and their
fellow workers,. on their numbers, their rank-and-
file activities, and the forms of oi‘gaﬁization they
Ex-
perience in building their own militant actions puts
them in a -stronger position for .all future strug-
gles. - This is true whether or not they win their
demands in the immediate fight. When" Kaiser's
further attacks comé down full force, they will.
find the workers prepared. The workers at Kaiser
have valuable experience under their belts as a
result of this strike and they are r1ghtfu11y facing

* the future with conf1dence. . <>
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NO TO BOSTON SCHOOL BOARD PLAN '1'0 CUT BUS DRIVERS AND RESH}RH;ATE THE SCHOOI.S

. The foI-lowmg'artlcle is from the Dec. 15 issue
of the Boston Worker, paper of the MLP-Boston.

Last week Boston school officials announced‘

that they are going ahead with their plan to stop

busing 2,650 high/school' students-and to issue |

them Metropolitan Boston Transit Authority passes
and put them on special MBTA buses. Token pub-
lic hearings will be held on this plan on Saturday,
December 20, and then the plan will' begin being
implemented on January 5, with only two weeks
notice to parents. Clearly this plan is disruptive
to Many fainilies and will make getting to school
Not only that
but it will cost the jobs of about 35 to 50 school
bus drivers. What is the purpose of the School
Committee's new plan of busing without buses?
The Fraud of Saving Taxpayers' Money
Superintendent Wilson says this plan will save
the taxpayers a lot of money and he ‘wants even-
tually to force all high school &nd, junior high
school students to take the MBTA to school,  But
this. has to be a joke because it will cost the

MBTA at least as much to prbvide,the service now

provided by the public school bus system:. What is
more, if the School Committee was really inter-
ested in saving money it might start by.cutting ‘its
own administrative budget, Since 1983 administra-
tive costs have increased more than thirteen mil-
lion dollars. The increase. in administrative ex-
penses alone is more than twice the cost of run-
ning all 'EhQ buses and paying all the school bus
drivers. Clearly saving money is not the real ob-
jective of Wilson and the School Committee.

Revenge Against School Bus Drives

« The most immediate objective of the School

- strike and force concessions on them.

Committee in ehmmatmg its school bus service is
to break up the most militant section of its work
force -- the school bus drivers. Last January,

- Wilson and the School Committee did everything

possible to try and break the school bus drivers'
They even
tried to get the governor to call out the National
Guard to run scab buses. But the school bus dri-
vers stuck to their militant strike and forced the
School Committee to back down. Ever since, Wil-
son has been out to get revenge. !

The School Committee doesn't care if it ‘costs
more to provide MBTA service or if it is more in-
convenient, They figure the school bus drivers

| must-be taught a lesson and their ranks broken up

by massive layoffs. Such is the thmkmg of these.
politicians who serve the rich,

: Discouraging Integration of the Schools

But there is also another motive of the School
Committee is going over to busing without buses.
And that is to dlscourage students from attending
mtegrated schools and. drive more working class
youth out of school by making it more difficult to
get to school., This action of the School Oommlt— :
tee fits into a general pattern. ‘

Just last /year Wilson tried to close down many

‘of the most’ integrated schools in the system, the

magnet hlgh schools that serve poor working class
students. He.was only prevénted from doing so by
the protests of the students. And now the Boston
School Committee has filed a suit in federal court -
with the backing of the Reagan administration for
permission to completely resegregate the school

.system.

To defend their jobs from the plans of the

.School Committee the school bus drivers will have

to get organized for a militant struggle. And this

~struggle should be supported by all workers in
‘Boston and by the students.'

<>

¢ CAPITALIST PROMISES - NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON'T

The following articles are from the Jan. 8 issue
of Detroit Workers' Voice, paper of
MLP-Detroit. B '

»

¥
CHRYSLER GAMBLES WITH THE JOBS OF THE
. ' JEFFERSON WORKERS

Last weeck a whole series of facts has cdme to

the

hght showmg that Chrysler is gambling with the

* lives of the workers of the Jefferson Ave. plant.

‘Top Chrysler executives including Lee Iacocca
are now admitting that the Jefferson Assembly
rebuilding project hinges on the big gamble that
Chrysler will somehow manage to capture an addi-
tional 3% of the light truck market.’
tions were made public in Wards Auto World, the
Free Press and the Detroit News. '

.These revela-" ..




The Dirty Laundry is Now Hung Out
After the Big Snow Job

From the beginning the workers at Jefferson
have shown: their distrust in Chrysler and the UAW
hacks and their big promises of job security with
the plans to rebuild Jefferson. And rightly so!

So it isn't surprising at all that Chrysler is now
hedging about the fate of the Jefferson plant, and
that the whole project could go down the drain if
Chrysler isn't able to 'capture a blgger share of
the light truck market. .

After all, everyone remembers. when Chrysler,
Marc Stepp, and Coleman YOung were working
night and day to sell the plan’to the Jefferson
workers. They said everythmg was sewed up and
that all that was needed was a "progressive labor
agreement" at Jefferson and the plan would move
ahead like clockwork.

* We have already seen the rotten fruits of the
new local concessions contract which has already
begun the elimination of more than 1,000 jobs in
preparation for the new plant. And now Chrysler
is saying that they aren't even sure if the plant
rebuilding will take place. What a knife in the
,back'

Fight for Job Security,
Whether There is a New Plant or Not!

‘ t

A few thousand jobs eliminated here, & plant
closing there, it means nothing to Lee Iacocca and
the UAW sellouts down at Solidarity ‘House. . To
them the workers are nothing but pawns in a rich
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man's game. '

" But in reality it's the workers' livelihood that
these guys are playing with. As workers ‘we have
no choice but to fight to defend our jobs. It is
clear no one else will. We must get organized and
build up a real fight for job guarantees. We must
rely upon each other to build that fight, The Jef-
ferson workers will not sit back and quletly accept’
this rumatlon' _ : <>

°

IACOCCA PREDICTS BILLIONS IN PROFITS OVBR
’ NEXT FIVE YEARS

In a recent press interview in the Detroit News,
Lee Jacocca pointed out that Chrysler will probably
rake in about $1.4 billion in after-tax profits for
1986. lacocca also said that Chrysler is expected
in pull in more than $1 billion in profits in each
of the next five years, even if car sales drop.

The point here is that Iacocca is speculating
that there is still a lot of money to be made from
Chrysler's "cost cutting" program of job cuts and
speed-up. o

In the interview Iacocca (who is worth $50 mil-

| lion himself) also bragged that Chrysler's massive
‘profits were the fruit of its

"cost cutting" pro-
gram. He even went on to give free advice to
General Motors on how to make super-profits - .
by saying that Chrysler's profits soared after it

closed 21 planfs and eliminated tens of thousands
of jobs.Go ahead, Lee, tell it like it is =~ the rich’
get b11110ns wh11e the workers get soup lines, <>
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UNDERNEATH THE STAGNATION, THE STAGE IS BEING SET FOR RENEWED STRUGGLE

Opening Speech '
- Third National Conference
of the Marxist-Leninist Party
Fall 1986

v
~

In this issue of the Supplement we continue our

- coverage of the Third National Conference. We:

print two speeches, which have both beén edlted
for publication,

Wi

Comrades, welcome to the’ Third National Con-'

ference of the Marxmt-Lemmst Party.

This conference is bemg held under two slo-
gans.

One of ‘these ‘slogans is quite a particular one,
We give various forms of it in one after another
of the mass struggles. This is a slogan that will
be particularly useful in presenting the nature of

the conference to the workers. It is Rank-and-nle‘

action against the Reaganite ottensnve'

The other slogan expresses the more general
tasks of the workers' movement. - These tasks in-
clude those pointed to by the rank-and-file action
slogan but they also include more. It is Build the
workers' movement as a revolutionary movement!

This conference will concentrate on the line for
the working class movement. ' It does not aim to
present changes in the line, nor answers to fur-
ther, related, theoretical: questions (unlike the
Second National Conference which, in discussing
the struggle against racism and national oppression,
took up the issue of whether to recognize the
right to secession of a territory in the black belt
South). But instead the purpose of this conference
is to give comrades the chance to examine the
work of the Party in the light of the overall line
and to see how this line has been applied through-
out the organization in the current circumstances.
In the period since the Second National Conference
we have a number of successes.
which will we will be discussing ‘show a number of

‘things such as lessons concerning the type of or- -

ganizations which we ‘are’ building to draw the
_workers around the party. We cannot simply in-
vent these forms from our head, but we have to be

conscious of the actual state of the workers, of

what sort of organization they will accept at this
point and that they will actually take part in,

To this end, there: will be speeches on various

of these developments. As well, there will be
- some more general speeches on the question of.the

[It appeared in the Supplement
The other will be on drawing  the

"strike movement. "

These examples

One ‘will be on-trends in'the

workers into the political movement.

. ‘Besides these speeches concerning the workers'
movement, ' this conference, as our conferences
and congresses generally, will review overall party
developments. There is for example the interna-.
tional work of our Party; the last period has seen
exciting developments on this front. And there is-
the review of the state of the Party itself, includ-
ing the work in consolidating the Party organiza-
tions, and so forth,

The contradictory features of revolutionary
work in the present period

In all these things a certain feature stands out.
One of the concrete features of revolutionary work

-in the last few years has been its contradictory

nature, We have achieved successes on various
fronts, but we also know that this is a difficult
period for revolutionary organizing. By recogniz-
ing this, we have adopted our policies to deal with
it.

Take our basm work among the working masses
in the U.S.

Deeper ambng the masses ——
Build the Marxist-Leninist Party!

At the last conference we put forward the
tasks of "Deeper among the masses -- Build the
Marxist-Leninist Party!" We adjusted various fea-
tures of our work to ensyre that our links with
the masses were maintained in the present period.
We pointed out that we are opposed to the refor-
mist liquidators whose method of adapting them-~
selves to the current period is to give in to the
Reaganite atmosphere propagated by the bourgeoi-
sie. And we ‘are also opposed to the semi-anar-,
chist liquidators, such as the RCP ["Revolutionary

‘Communist Party"l, whose method of dealing with

the situation consists of cursing the working class
and looking elsewhere. We believe that our stand
for” Marxism-Leninism is directly connected with
our basing ourselves on the working class. And
we ‘formulated policies to maintain and to
strengthen our links with the working class.
Since then we ‘have carried out these tasks.
We have strengthened our local work in order to
deal with those currents of struggle that arise

.even in periods of stagnation of the movement,

such as the present. -And the reports in this con-
ference will give various examples of this, ‘'and by -
propagating .these examples and dlscussmg them
this Wwill' help -us to 1mprove our work further on
this front,

We have also changed the Workers' Advocate so




that it would help our work of moving closer to

the masses. It is been basically regularized; it has

more articles that are shorter and more pointed
and that are easier to read; and yet we have also
maintained the theoretical and polemical work
through longer articles and the supplement to the
paper. - ‘This is not a matter of perfection, and
thére are various suggestions that are coming for-
ward for further improving the work of the paper,
but it is a question of bu11d1ng on our.successes
on this front.

It is the Marxist-Leninists who have held up
the red flag Among the masses.

In this past period it has been our Party that
fights for the revolutionary stand in the mass
movements. Whether it is upholding anti-imperial-
ism in the fight against new Vietnam-style inter-
vention in Central America, indeed upholding that

there should be mass actions and militant struggle .

at all; or whether it is upholding revolution as the
path for overthrowing apartheid in South Africa;
or- whether it is upholdmg the interest .of the

black and Mexican masses against racism and op- _

pression and not kowtowing to the bourgeois, sol-
dout, upper strata of these nationalities; it is our
Party that holds up the red flag.

These are important accomplishments.’

" Look the difficulties straight in the eye

At the same time, we don't hide that this is &
*- period where communist work faces difficulties, but
we look this fact straight in the eye. [For one
thing, while the anger of the masses continues to
percolate, this is a period when there is much in-
ertness among the masses and when renegacy and
liquidationism are fashionable in the left. In par-
ticular organizational work is slow and painful, It
is hard ‘to build and maintain organization, hard to
draw the masses into organization. It is a common
" experience that the masses welcome the idea of
struggle, want to see it, but will not themselves
set up.the organization or give rise to the revolu-
tionary core needed to sustain such struggle. The
speech went on to discuss the effects of this on
the Party and Party circles, on the size of the
Party, etc.] ... -

The speech on the state of the Party will, -

-among other things, go into these questions in

more detail. It will point out the tasks that follow
from this question. The issue is not that comrades
should become more active to compensate for the
- organizational inertness that. shows up in this

. period among the masses and for the pressures on .
Party orgamzatmn -- we are already working flat -

out. This issue is that we must be conscious of

‘| shall be taken up iin the conference.
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maintaining party methods, such as the internal
ideological life of the party. . '

For example, we are getting closer to the mass-
es and we spend a great deal of time putting our
finger on the mood of the masses when we.con-
sider what to write in leaflets and articles, when
we plan actions that we are going to call the
masses to perform, and so forth. Among other
things, this results in that we are highly conscious
of the backward moods as well as the activist
moods of the masses. This is natural, but if we
don't maintain an active’ internal and external
ideological life of the party, these backward moods
can have corrosive effects on us as well.

~ Marxism-Leninism is a world moverhent

.So’ now let us move on to other issues that
This same
contradictory nature of the clrrent period -- .
where there are successes but also difficult condi-
tions -- can also be seen on the mternational
front or our.work with regard to the international -
Marxist-Leninist movement. [This is the movement
that arose in struggle against revisionism and that
opposes Soviet and Chinese revisionism., But it
faces grave challenges, including the spread of lig-
uidationist and petty-bourgeois nationalist views
among parties and forces that once took a spirited
stand for revolution. The rightist influences and
practices have already caused a number of fiascos;

| and they must be corrected. This is closely con-

nected with carrying the struggle against revision-
ism through to the end and going beyond stand-
points which have proved madequate. And it re-
quires an open discussion among the world's revo-
lutionary Marxist-Leninists and c¢lass-conscious

_workers of the vltal questions of the worId move-.

ment.]

Since the Second National Conference there -
have been advances in our work on the interna-
tional front. This advance has taken place despite
the fact that various parties that a .while back
hinted at or expressed, at least to some extent,
opposition to certain rightist stands, now are turn-

|ing to the right-in their practices and views.

Those - advocating the rightist views are fighting
hard to prevent any open discussion of the path
for the world movement and to undermine and
wreck the forces that stand for the revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist stand. Despite this hard situa-
tion, in the last year or two, we have accomplish-
ed more than ever in our work with the revolu-
tionary communlsts of other lands.

.One of the most noticeable things was the
solidarity tour td Nicaragua. This was the biggest
international trip, in terms of the numbers of com

‘rades involved, that our Party has taken for a long’
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time.

ful.
It ha;l a good 1mpact in Nlcaragua in rendermg

support to .the Marxist-Leninists there  so that

their sympathlzers and mass base could see-their

international support.

It had a good 1mpact on our own Party circles

ln the Uss-,‘ ; s

. Furthermore 1t w1ll contmue for some t1me ‘in-
v1gorat1ng our work in. support of the Nicaraguan
reyolution as presentatlons, slide shows, speeches,
and articles on the tour continue to have impact.
This is,- }mportant as the issue of Nicaragua con-
tinues. to heat up. Recently, for example, it was
annouriced.in the press-that the Reagan adminis-
tration is considering breaking relations with Nica-
ragua; it is debating whether to wait for a pretext
to use against Nicaragua, or to forget about such
niceties altogether as everyone knows what the
Beaganites are up to anyway. The only part of
' the administration that argues that it would be a
mistake to.break relations doesn't argue that it is

wrong to commit aggression, but simply that the .

U.S. embassy in Managua is so useful for counter-
revolutlon that it would be a mistake to close it
down. .

So, contmumg work in support of N1caraguan
revolution maintains great importance at such a
time. "

Another >phere of our international work is our
Party s'connection with various other organizations
who are taking a revolutionary stand, a left stand,
a Marmst—Lemmst stand, e1ther against or despite
the current rightist 1nf1uences ‘that areé doing da-
mage to the, world Marxist-Leninist movement.
This of course includes our ties with the Marxist-
Leninist Party of Nicaragua, but it includes contact
with other organizations as well. ... This work is
1mportant both for strengthening the general ties
blndlng together the Marxist-Leninist militants of
the warld, and because it is a part of the process
of building a strong struggle against the rightism
that has caused disasters to the world movement,
part of the process of clarification of ideas among
the. forces that refuse to give in to this rightism.
And for our Party, proletarian internationalism,
proIetarlan sol1dar1ty, has always been exciting,
always been one of the fundamental Sources of our
enthusllasm and verve.

The "p‘olemic on the Spanish Civil War

In connection with this, I would also mention .

our polemic on the Spanish Civil War and on the
Communist Party of Spain (Marxist-Leninist). Ear-
lier our ‘.Party dealt with the mistaken stands and
general orientation that appeared at the 7th Con-
gress of the Communist International. This was

And_ it is certainly one of the most success- | important.

But. it turned out that much of the
debate on the 7th congress is being done indirectly
through promotlon of wrong orientations that did
damage to. the heroic work. of the communists and
other fighting workers during the Spanish Civil
War. So instead of complaining about this, we
ourselves began to carry out work to deal with the
history of the Spanish Civil war.

As well, our discussion of the views and actlons
of the Communlst Party of Spain (Marx1st-Lemmst)
is also important for the controversies in the
world movement. [The CPS(ML) leadership has

‘been an influential spokesman for the idea that the

controversies over questions of principle in the in-
ternational Marxist-Leninist movement should not
be discussed openly; at the same time, it claimed .
to have the answer to how to oppose rightism.
But the CPS(ML) has taken a rather dramatic turn
to the right in the past year or two. This is a
problem in itself, and it also sheds a light on the
weaknesses in the previous standpoint of the
CPS(ML) leadership. We hope that our comradely
analysis and criticism may be helpful to the Span-
ish comrades in defending themselves from further
damage, and we believe that examination of the
Spanish experience will be useful more widely in
the world movement.]

At the same time, there is no questlon that the

‘overall situation 1nternat10na11y remains difficult,

Many once-revolutionary forces have degenerated,
and the forces loyal to revolutionary Marxism-
Leninism are, on a world ‘scale, small in size. We
don't closé our eyes to this. We see how illusions
in this doesn't help one's work in the international
movement. But we are not abandoning this field
of struggle either, for we are but one contingent
of an international party, and we fight to maintain
this international movement as well as our domes-
tic movement. ‘

The revolution faces difficulties today, not the
least of which is confused orientations. ‘But de-
spite everything, the revolutionary movement con-
tinues to flare up.-around the world, and one of
our tasks is to spread enthusiasm for the revolu-
tion and faith in the revolutionary goal.

The historic role of the present difficulti
tearing down all that is false

Today the conditions are harsh. But the work
of the revolutionaries is all the more important.
By maintaining their struggle and organization
throughout this period, they ensure that this
period will also have a historic role. The harsh

.conditions, as well as our criticism and that of
.other revolutionary Marxist-Leninists, are helping’

tear down all that is false, all that has proved in-
adequate or corrupt. And throughout this period,




conditions are being prepared for a bigger revolu-
tionary wave in the ‘future.

Revolution depends on objective conditions

Revolution depends on objective conditions. No
party, no matter how heroic, no matter how dedi-
cated, can call up at its will a reyolution or the
spread of revolutionary ferment. = Marxism has
dealt with this right from the beginning.
one of the earliest periods of Karl Marx's activity.
In the period of decline after the European wave

of revolutions of 1848 to 1849, Marxism dedlt with:|

- this question. The Marxists don't pretend that
revolution exists when it doesn't. But they don't
stop their activity either, and they don't passively
wait for the great days.

This is important when evaluatmg our work.
We cannot by our work .call into ex1stence a new

_ revolutionary wave at our will, We can maintain

and build our ties with the masses; we we can main-
tain the party; and we can thus maintain for the

masses the lessons that have been won by over
two decades of revolutionary struggle starting in
the upsurge of-the 1960’ s. It would be the utmost
setback for the working class if these lessons were
lost and had
scratch.

Very well, if revolutmn depends on obJectlve
conditions, what is happehing to the working class
today" ’

The 31tuat10n of the vyorkmg class today

The bourgeoisie is on a Reaganite rampage. It
is gloating every time it tears down the conditions
of the masses. For example, in commenting on
"labor Day" this year, a major bourgeois news-

paper set forth the desire of the bourgeoisie of:

slashing $15,000 a year or so in wages and benefits
from the pay ‘of steel workers, rubber workers,
auto workers, etc., and of reduemg the pay of all
workers who have managed .to achieve a higher
wage level than average, to a so-called "market
wage". * And of course, the intention is. to push
down the average and belo w-average wages as'well.
© We see, for example, that the real valué, adjusted
for inflation, of the minimum wage has fallen over
one-quarter in the last few years alone.

And the bourgeoisie has gone far in carrying
out this program, has gone far to reducing  the
wages of the workers. In the statistics sometimes
it likes to try to hide this by figure-juggling. One
method is to report average family income, where
the decline .in the wages of the workers is com-

pensated somewhat by the increase in famllies

where two or more family members .work (and '
where the income of workers and of the bour-

Take

to be won all over agajn from
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geoisie is averaged together). By reducing job

' security, by reducing the wages and benefits, by
. slashing-
_workers had -- or thought they had -- the bour-

one protection after - another that the

geoism is producmg conditions for a wider spread
of dlscontent.

Unlike the RCP, we do not gloat alongSLde the
bourgeoisie over the fall in the workers' standard
of living., We would have preferred that the work-

‘ers rise up in struggle earlier, for their conditions

have never been good even in better times. - But

‘when, despite our efforts, this increasing impov-

erishment occurs, we see that the bourgeoisie is .
preparing material conditions to destroy the very
things it tries to use as safeguards against the

| class struggle. It is methodlcally tearing down the

illusions in the bourgeoism, in the hfe that it can
offer the masses.

Besides the direct destruction of the workers
wages, there are other factors.

The last few years has seen a huge increase in
the number of working women, Large numbers of
proletarian women always worked, but the numbers
are increasing. And meanwhile the bourgeoisie is
using technical progress to underwmine the condi-,
tions of various spheres of work where women are-
concentrated. For example, large amounts of cleri-
cal work are being eliminated or exported to low--
wage areas abroad. , ’

There is also the huge crisis building up among
the black and other oppressed nationality people.
Sooner or later the upper strata of the oppressed
nationalities is not going to be able to barter away
the upsurge of the masses for their own benefit,

. . /
Underneath the stagnation, - ' .
the stage is being set

So underneath the present period of stagnatlon;
in the movement, conditions are building up for a
new upsurge. When this will begin to break out is
hard to say. But as sure as the sun rises in the
east, it will come. And this time the working
class movement will be far more central to the up-

.surge than ‘it was in the -1960’'s.

- And what will happen then to the revolutlonary
party?
Lenin wrote his "Lecture on the 1905 Revolution"
in which he states, among other things: .

Mprior to January 22, 1905..., the
revolutionary party of Russia consisted
of a small group of people, and the
reformists of those days (exactly like
the reformists of today [that's Lenin's

' parentheucal comment]) derisively called
us a sect'. Several hundred revolution-
ary organizers, several thousand members
of -local organizations, half a dozen

In 1917, prior to.the October revolutlon, -
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revolutionary papers appearing not more
frequently than once a month, published
mainly abroad and smuggled into Russia
with incredible difficulty and at the cost
of many sacrifices--such were the revo-
lutionary parties in Russia, and the
revolutionary Social-Demacracy in par-
ticular, prior to January 22, 1905. This
circumstance gave the narrow-minded
and overbearing reformists formal jus-
tification for their claim that there was
not yet a revolutionary people in Russia..

"Within a few months, however, the
picture changed completely., The hun-
dreds of revolutionary Social-Democrats
suddenly' grew into thousands; the
thousands became the ledders of between
two and three million proletarians. The
proletarian struggle produced widespread’
ferment, often revolutionary movements

- among the peasant masses, fifty to a

hundred million strong; the peasant
movement had its reverberations in the
army and led to soldiers' revolts, to
armed clashes of one section of the
ariny and another. In this manner a °
colossal country, with a population of
130,000,000 went into the revolution; in
this way, dormant Russia was transform-
ed into a Russia of a revolutionary
proletariat and a revolutionary people.”

This is what Lenin said. And at such times as
Lenin was talking about, the existence of the
revolutionary party is decisive for the orientation
of the revolution. And 'at such times the revolu-
‘tionary party grows, and has to grow, so that it
can embrace the rapidly-swelling revolutionary
masses and imbue them with the revolutionary
idedlogy. ,

Yes, Lenin was referring to a party that was

many times greater in size than ours, even before .

January 22, 1905. But then agaln, the revolution-
ary.ferment in Russia broke out years before Jan.
22, 1905. The revolutionary ferment had begun
with the mass strike wave of the 1890's, which
converted communism in Russia from a group with

adherents which you could count on one hand to a .

mass trend. And even though that strike wave
declined, it left a mass ferment among the working

class that never ceased in all the years up till

1905. In 1902 Lenin already wrote that "The revo-
lutionary movement continues to grow with amaz-
ing rapidity..." (Collected Works, vol. 6, p. 184)

And 1903 and 1904 were years of major develop-
ment of the revolutionary movement, January 22,

1905, "Bloody Sunday", was not the moment when

the revolutionary ferment broke out, but when the
ferment began to break out in revolution.

So when ‘the revolutionary ferment hits, the
Party and the ranks of the revolutionaries will not
grow to millions at a bound. We will still. be
faced with a tremendous growth of the revolution-
ary movement needed to rise to the conditions
described Ey Lenin as existing prior to 1905, and
the revolutionary movement will still be called a
"sect" by the bourge0151e. They will call the revo-
lutionary proletariat that -- right up until the on-

' set of the proletarian revolution.

1

The upsurge will underline the
need for the proletarian party

But our task will be to prevent the Marxist--
Leninist trend from being swamped in the huge
growth of the movement. We will seek to have
the lessons of Marxism-Leninism recreated in the
experience of the masses in the upsurge, and it is
the work of the proletarlan party that infinitely
facilitates this process. The workers come to the
lessons of revolution through their own experience.
But without the aid of the revolutlonary party,
revolutionary consSciousnes$ and organization may
come too late, and the revolutionary upsurge could
be frittered away. ’
" We do not intend to let this happen. The Party
shall live and carry on the tasks that history has
laid on it. And then years later, when the Ameri-
can workers have their own outbreak of the revo-
lution, their own Jan. 22 and following months, we
will be able to say of today's proletariat, as Lenin
said of the. proletariat back then: ‘

"...It does show how great the dor-
‘mant enei‘gy’ of the proletariat can be.
It shows that in a revolutionary epoch
... the proletariat can generate fighting
energy a hundred times greater than in
ordinary, peaceful, times. It shows that
up to 1905 mankind did not yet know
what a great, what a tremendous exer-

~. tion of effort the proletariat is, and will

be, capable of in a fight for really great
aims, and one waged in a really revolu-
tionary manner!"

[The opening remarks theh concluded with the
presentation of the proposed agenda.] <>
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BUILDING AN IN-PLANT DISTRIBUTION NETWORK

Speech at the Third National Conference
of the Marxist-Leninist Party, .USA
Fall 1986

I'm gc;ing to make some \p(')ints about building

‘up a network to distribute Party literature at my
plant. -
At the 2nd Nat1ona1 Conference of our Party it
was emphasized that "In the present situation we
cannot expect rapid advances. Every step we take
will be difficult, slow, and will come only from the
most pamstakmg and creative work.... Nevertheless,
we can use the small, sporadic, and scattered skir-
mishes that break out...to build up the Party's
prestige, its ties and orgamzatlon among the mass-
es," :

That is very much our unit's experience at my
plant. In -the last two years there has been no
strike nor even job actions inside the plant. But a

certain amount of ferment did develop against job |

combinations and against concessions in the con-
tract which was negotiated this year. We were
able to use that ferment to reactivate the pro-
party workers in the plant and, around that core,
to draw the bulk of the most actlve workers into a
network to distribute Party leaflets on the indus-
trial struggle. -

What the distribution network looks liké

Firsf, let me describe what this distribution
network looks like. , .

There are several thousand workers at my plant.
We have only limited access to the workers at the
plant gates. What is more, this plant is but a
secondary placé of concentration for our unit and
so we have been able to put only limited forces
into the work there, Only one of the comrades
who works at the plant does almost all of the con-
tacting work. And we have another comrade from
the unit do almost all of the gate distr ibution.
Our recently established system of gate distribution
allows us to pass out, each month, around 100
leaflets at the main plant and 100 more at another
facility of the company. We also distribute the
. Workers' Advocate once a month at both places.
Becduse of these limitations for distribution at the
gates we have emphasized building up the distribu-
tion from inside.

Inside the plant there are a couple of dozen
workers who distribute .Party leaflets on the in-
dustrial struggle. Some of the leaflets are passed
hand to hand and others are left in small stacks at
various locations around the plant, such as in the
locker rooms. When all the distributors are mobi-
lized they get out, on the average; a:'total of

_letin trotskyites.

about 250 leaflets. However, because of qur unit's
limited forces, we are not always able to mobilize
all of them on every leaflet.

At the core of this network are the comrades
who work in the plant, the pro-party workers (who
started working with us in the late 1970s), and
several other workers who will distribute almost all
Party literature including, at times, the Workers'
Advocate. It is this core which-we are trying to
consolidate into a stable trend which consistently
carries out Party work and which can assist in '
mobilizing the rest of the network. ’

"The other workers in the network distribute
mainly only the literature on the plant or indus-
trial struggle. They all do read the Workers'
Advocate. And most say they agree with much of
our agitation. But it cannot be said that they are
convinced supporters of the Party. In fact, this
network is composed of almost all of the most ac-
tive workers in the plant; and a number of them
have been influencedbydifferent rev151onlst politi-
cal trends.

Some used .to be in a rank-and-file caucus of
the Communist League (CL) at my plant. But that
caucus collapsed with the big lhyoffs that took
place a number of years back. One of the two CL
leaders in the plant went fully into union bureau-
cracy while the other  went into the company's
labor relations section. And the best workers from
the- caucus were drawn into our network. Two
other distributors have been influenced by the Bul-
And even a close friend of the
supporter of the CPUSA (the official pro-Soviet
revisionist "Communist" Party) in the plant dis-

‘tributes our literature from time to time, although
“we do not consider her to be_part of. our network,

"1 give these examples to illustrate the fact that
this is by no means a consolidated network of the
Party. Rather, these are the ‘workers who/ most
wanted to be active iin the fight against the capi~

‘talist's concessions offensive, who hate the nation-

al and local union officials, but who are only be-
ginning to move to the left and still have many -
illusions in the reformists. Our unit, through its
timely and painstaking work, was able to provide a
low level form of organization that drew these
workers ihto activity independent of the union
bureaucracy and tpwards the Party.

Built in the ferment against concessions

Let me descrlbe some of the h1story of building .
this network.

As early'as 1977 we had established an initial
distribution ‘network of a few workers. A few
more - workers joined the network in the next

»
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years. By 1979 some of the distributors were con-
solidated as pro- party workers. )
But from 1980' to about 1983 half the plant's
workers were laid‘off. This included our comrades
and most of the militants at the plant. Through
much of this period we were still able to carry out
. some periodic distribution inside the plant through
two or three militants. who had not been laid off.
But the workers' movement at the plant collapsed.
The work became increasingly dlfflcult
At the end of 1983, the company began to call’
.back some workers (although today there are still
‘only about half as many workers as there were in
1979). Our comrades and the pro-party workers

were eventually recalled. And graduallysentiment

to fight the capitalists began to develop.
The angef over unsafe conditions

The firs‘t. sign. of renewed ferment among the
~workers' showed .up at ‘the end of 1984 when a
wide debate broke out over the unsafe conditions
that caused a worker to be seriously injured in a
fall from a roof, Our unit -— which not only had
a long tradition: of agitating against the unsafée
conditions in the plant, but also had long-time
connections in -the department of -theé injured
+worker -- saw the excitement among the workers
and quickly put out a leaflet.” We were able to

reactivate the pro-party workers and a few other-

long-time distributors to help spread the leaflet
through the plant, '

At that time no motion developed to actually
fight the unsafe conditions. But we were able to
use the agitation to make contact with a whole
slew of workers,
those circles (who -were most outraged on this
issue) tao develop discussion on fighting the ¢on-
cessions drive and on a series of other political
queetions. For the next number of moenths syste-
matic ‘contacting work was done with these work-
ers.

Against job combinations and job elimination

During the first-half of 1985 sentiment bégan to
rise against the job combinations and job elimina-
tion in the plant. As well, a general discussion
developed on the capitalists' drive for more con-
cessions in our industry. -This discussion became
more intense in the summer when a strike broke
out at a major company in our industry.

Ve decided to seize on this ferment to try to
draw -into action the militants who we were talking

~with.  We got them to give us reports on the job
combinations taking place in their own depart-
ments. A leaflet was drafted based on these re-
ports and we took. the draft back to the militants

)

for further 'consultation.

.the leaflets.

And we decided to .go back to

‘buted them widely to other workers.

. Eventually the Party
puhlished the leaflet, which contained a statement
of support for the strike at another company, an
exposure of the capitalists' plans for more conces-
sions at my plant, and reports on job combinations
from most departments in the plant.

This whole process took three weeks, but it had
dramatic results. The leaflet acted as a report -
from the militant workers. Over a dozen militants
saw' it as their own leaflet. Despite hesitations
about the hammer and sickle on the masthead, they
took up distributing it widely through the plant.

. It was very popular among the masses of workers.

and caused such a’stir that it had the regaction-
aries whining "they. have people everywhere,..!I"
This gave the distributors a sense of the power of
this form of ‘work. \They became excited to do-
more. Thus the broad distribution network was’
launthed.

Over the next year we systematlcally. built up
the network by issuing a number of leaflets en- -

- couraging the fight against concessions and expos-

ing the treachery of the national and and local
union officials. - In each case we discussed our
plans and showed preliminary. drafts of the leaflets
to as many of the workers -as possible. This was
often cumbersome and delayed the publishing of

errors that the militants caught in’the drafts, and
it ensured that they knew they were a real part of
the work the Party ‘was organlzmg

In the midst of this activity we suggested a
sticker campaign to workers' in the network. The
idea was to have two stickers. One was to be a
larger sticker with a number of anti-concessions_
slogans and the Party's name on it. A second
smaller sticker was designed so that the workers

‘could wear it and had only one slogan agamst con-

cessions, The idea was to make it clear that this
was ‘a Party campaign but, at the same time, to
have a non-Party sticker so that the widest pos-
sible number of workers would wear them and we

"would not expose to the company and union hacks

those workers who were closest to the Party.
The militants loved the idea. They contributed
money to produce the- stickers; they wore them and
put them up on the plant walls- and they distri-
The stickers
went like wildfire -~ in all, 1700 were passed out
-- and they helped create a militant mood among
the broad masses of workers. This further encour-
aged thé militants and brought new recruits into

. the distribution network. - L N

The diff icﬁlf:y facing organizational c'onsoiidation

In addition to these forms, we also tried to or-

‘ganize a meeting of the militanﬁs'to disciss plans

But it meant that we corrected any : -




to fight the concessions contract that was then |

being negotiated. However, most of the militants
did not come to the meeting. This showed us
that, even when the excitement, to fight was at its
highest, the workens were not yet ready to go a
step further in building up organization,

When the concessions contract was negotlated '

we quickly put out a leaflet denouncing it. The
network spread it quickly through the plant.

was crucial in helping to prepare the masses of

workers to oppose the labor hacks at the union

. meetings they held to try to sell the concessions
_ to the workers.

At the union meetings

I have to tell you that these union meetings.

- were one of those rare opportunltles, in thls dif-

ficult period, where our comrades got to see how.
widely and how warmly the Party is respected and

looked to by the masses. We mobilized a force of
Party supporters from other work places to dis—
tribute leaflets outside the meeting hall. They had
-heard about the work at my plant, and many had
- contributed to it for years, but without ever seeing
the workers massed together. But now nearly half
of the .workers from my plant showed up for these
meetings and they literally lined up to get the
leaflets. Many told us they had already gotten the
leaflet inside the plant and that we were right.
Others sStarted up discussions on fighting the
hacks. A pro-party worker stopped to proudly
point out his contribution to the leaflet., Mean-
while, .other members of the in-plant network
" beamed at the strong support the Partys leaflet
. was getting.

Inside the meetmg hall it seemed that everyone ’

was reading our leaflet, When our comrades from

my plant spoke, denouncing the contract and the

union bureaucrats who signed it, the in-plant dis-
tributors led cheers.. And the masses of workers
‘joined the jeering of the hacks. If a vote had
been taken at this meeting, the contract would
. haye been overwhelmingly turned .down.

The riggéd vote

But the hacks, over the protest of the workers,
forced tHe vote to be taken later, and then rigged
it. - The outcome led to a certain demoralization
. among the masses of workers and some distributors
in the network became less active. But recently
the activity of the distributors has stepped up and

we are begmnmg to see. 51gns that . the temporary A

“ ebb is endmg. : : )
' Now comrades, what were the factors that al-
lowed us to. build up this broad network.

This .

"_t_:_ually nothmg among the masses.

|
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Tlle fruit of persistent work and
opposition to liquidationism

First, of course, is the.fact that our long time

work at the plant meant that the Party already

had definite respect among the masses. As well,
our small pro-party trend and earlier dlstrlbutlon :

- group were fairly easily reactivated and provided

the base to expand the network. Also essential

~was the fact that the anti-concessions ferment

among the masses of workers provided us a situa-
tion we could capltahze on. And there are other
factors too. N

But the one that I'd like to go into more. here
is the fact that we were better organized and bet-
ter able to respond to the renewed ferment than
the flabby opportunists in the plant. This had a

-lot to do with the persistent fight our Party has
-waged against liquidationism. That fight not only.
armed our unit against illusions in the union bur-

eaucrats, but also allowed us to maintain a sober
assessment of the situation -- to neither roman-
ticize the flurries of excitemeént nor become de-
moralized at temporary ebbs. That fight, taken up-
by the unit, kept us oriented to steadfast revolu-
tionary work, work in which comrades were trained .
in pamstakmg contacting, work that ‘allowed us to |
seize on the motion that came up to draw the
workers into- actlon. :

"Better organized than the opportunists

The opportunists in the plant, on the other

‘hand, were quite flabby. Beside the CL men I al-
. ready mentioned, there is also an ex-member of"
"the -OL (the neo-revisionist October League which

became the\CPML and degenerated into flagbwavmg
social-chauvinism) who is = grievanceman., And
there is also a CPUSA supporter who has a ‘circle
of a handful of other workers around him. Be-
cause the opportunists are all oriented to tailing
after the union bureaucracy they have not been
very active; and their activity has tended to be

__confmed to puttmg up resolutlons at union meet-
Ings.

Durmg the b1g layoffs these reformists did vir-
When the mass
ferment started the CP man did get out a leaflet

" in support of the strike at another company in our

industry. But He limited it to a call for the work-
ers to give financial help and to travel .to support
rallies. = We too suppbrted the strike and had a
comrade travel to the one support rally that a few
workers fromr my plant could get to. But we also

_connected that strike to' the fight at our own
"plant; with this agitation we. were able to brmg
‘the militants into action.

It was only after our sticker campaign had
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electrified the plant that the opportunists really
got going., They tried to put together a coalition
of all of them -- CL, CP, and the ex-member of

the OL -- to form a kind of union hack opposition.

in the plant. Their most successful campaign was
a petition drive to pass a resolution at a union
meeting against the joint company-union committee
that was working out the plans for job combina-
tion and. job elimination at the plant. This cam-
paign captured the anger of. ‘many workers and
about 100 signed the petition.

But, after the union meeting, the opportumsts
didn't know what to do. We, on the other hand,

continued broad agitation against the company-b

union committee, including publishing a secret
report (which a militant supplied us) that revealed
the committee's job elimination plans. In the end,
even the motion around the opportunists' most
successful campaign tended to gravitate towards us.

In summary, we got organized more quickly,
have remained more active, and -- by building up
motion: independent of the union hacks -- have
been able, at least for the time being, to out or-
ganize the opportunists.
sons the network includes almost all of the most

This is one of the rea-

active workers in the plant, even those somewhat -

influenced by revisionists and trotskyites,
Narrow trade unionist pressures on the militants

This is not to say, however,. that we have al-
ready been. victorious in the battle to win the
militants to Marxism-Leninism. The union bureau-
cracy -- with its reformism, anti-import chauvin-
ism, and anti-communism -- exérts heavy pressure
on the militants. In one way or another the op-

_ portunists in the plant give in to and foster this
pressure, and they search for a niche with the

.bureaucracy. As well, thlS pressure is reinforced
by the ideology of narrow trade unionism, which

the opportunists as well as the bureaucrats foster.
All this makes the consolidation of class-conscious-
ness and -the pro-party trend a protracted and dlf—
ficult process.

Narrow trade unionism detaches the economic

struggle from the overall class struggle. It con-
verts the economic struggle into an attempt to
gain some economic relief for some workers at the
price of accepting the overall framework of the
present-day capitalist system. The trade union
bureaucrats themselves foster it as a cover for

their pro-capitalist sta_hd. But narrow trade union-"

ism is also prom‘o‘ted among those becoming dis-
gusted with the sellout of the trade union bureau-
“crats.,

It is behind the idea that the diff iculties of -

4

the - struggle could be overcome if one gave up”

worrying about (or doing anything about) revolu-
tionary or oppositional ideas.’ -

‘gressive motion in the plant.

]

It should be pointed out that there is a rela-
tively large backward section of workers at the
plant. . This is the social base manipulated by the
reactionary union bureaucrats who have controlled
the local for decades. And the union hacks at-
tempt to mobilize: these! workers against any pro-
One of their prin-
ciple’ weapons to beat down the workers is anti--
communism,

For example, following the big contract meet-
ings where the hacks got such a drubbing from the
militants, the hacks put out an unsigned leaflet
and spread thousands of copies through the plant.
It defended the local officials and their collabora-
tion with the company's concession demands and
branded the entire opposition in the plant as being
communist. Now this.rather -clumsy propaganda as-
sisted to push those who opposed the contract in
the direction of communism, in our direction, But,
at the same time, it brought pressure on the mili-

‘tants, so that even a pro-party worker became a

bit nervous about distributing our next leaflet,
This kind of pressure has meant that a few of

the distributors have repeatedly come up with the

idea that if we 'd just take the hammer and sickle

‘off our ‘leaflets they would be more popular, would

gain more support, and would get less heat from
the hacks. We have had to carry out painstaking
work to combat such pressures.

In this work we have counted on the fact that
the. militants' desire to fight on the hot issues in
the plant helps them overcome their hesitancy to
distribute communist leaflets. Once they've dis-
tributed literature, we discuss their own experience
with them to help them overcome their hesitations.

As well, the constant attention to consulting
the distributors about the leaflets -~ what we
should put out  and on its content helps
strengthen their sense of being part of the Party
work and their confidence that the leaflets they
are distributing are their own.

Along with this work, we carry out careful,
simple ideological work to combat the union bu-
reaucracy and the ideology of narrow trade union- -
ism and to strengthen the Party consciousness of
the distributors.’ :

"For oné€ thing we have used every. opportunity
to expose the disgusting treachery of the union
bureaucrats themselves, to build up the hatred for
them, and to educate the workers in opposition to
the politics the union hacks represent. This ex-
posure is not restricted to a handful of workers,
but is done among the masses. The more the
masses of workers are mobilized against the union
hacks, the more the distributors and the other
militants are able to stand up to the pressures
against them from the union bureaucracy.

We also do a lot of work to explain to the dis-

f




tributors such things as the importance of being
honest with- -the masses of workers as to who is
- actually conducting the struggle, of the role of the
Party, and the importance of winning the masses
to communism. As well, we show the militants

‘various other methods‘of breaking down anti-com- -

munism when it does come up among other work-
ers, such as arguing over whether the content of
the leaflet is right and undermining the anti-com-
munist views that way.

So far, because of militants desire to fight and
because of our careful work, we have been able to
combat the pressure from narrow trade unionism
and from the bureaucrats. But it has to be sald
that the network is still quite fragile..

The necessity to build up the pro-p.arty trend

So 'this is the situation,
network to distribute party literature on the in-
dustrial struggle. .But the workers are not yet
ready to go farther to build up more stable or-
ganization. And even the network itself is quite
fragile and requires constant work to organlze it
and keep it active,.

This situation brings home why 1t's so impor-

‘ tant to build up the pro-party trend which is at

the core of the broader distribution network., The
pro-party workers are the clearest and most stable
in their support for the Party. And the somewhat
wider group that reads and distributes almost all
of the Party literature also tends to see more
clearly the importance of the Party in the plant.
We are very concerned to.consolidate this trend
- and organize it better for the work. To do this,
we are carrying out various measures which include
the following:

First, we are trying to draw them into more of
the political agitation and to develop their political
education, We use the time of ebb in the econom-
ic movement to do a lot of political work at the
‘plant, including sticker campaigns, to draw them
into the agitation in support of revolution in South
Africa‘and Nicaragua. This has included encour-
aging them to go to anti—apartheid demonstrations
and also things like - having .more-or-less social
gatherings in workers' homes to show slides of the
Party's solidarity tour to meet workers and pea-
sants in Nicaragua,. 'So we are using various means
to draw the militants into the political movement,
- and whenever possible, into the movement that
goes on outside of the. plant. _

We are also working to develop closer consult-
ation with the pro-party workers on planning and
writing leaflets.

As well, we are trying to do closer. work with
them on building the distribution network itself.
This includes trying to mobilize the pro-party

We have built a broad
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workers into the work of taking . leaﬂets to other
distributors. This, we hope, will ‘not only
strengthen them but it will also help to overcome
the problem where it is mainly one comrade who
has to try 'to see all the dlstrxbutors on every
leaflet.

So, comrades, this is our unit's experience in
building up the broad distribution network and in
work to consolidate the pro-party core of the net-
work. Although the network is still fragile, it has
shown us that-even when the mass movements are
still weak, we can seize on opportunities to or-
ganize the workers and draw them closer to the
Party. <>

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE
THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY, USA -

N PALL 1986 '

Rank-and-file action against the Reaganite
offensive

. The Democratic Party is the other face or

Reaganism .
Draw the workers into the politlcal movement
Build the party in the work places - '
Build the workers' press ,
The historic mission of the working elass -
- putting and end to capitalist society:
Against the union bureaucracy .
Against reformist liquidationism
Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles 1n
Central America
Greetings to the Marx1st—Lemnist communists ot
the world ,
On differences in the international Marxist- Leninist
movement : '
Message to the Marx1st-Len1n1st Party of Nicaragua
(MAP-ML)
Message to the Communist Party of Iran .
Message to the Communist. Organization-Workers'
Policy of Portugal :

in The Workers' Advocate of November 15 1986
vol, 16, #11

SPEECHES FROM THE CONFERENCE

*Trends in the strike movement ~
*Speech on work in the 1985 Chrysler strike’

in The Supplement of December 10, 1986
*Introduction to the Third National Conference
*Building an in-plant distribution network

in this issue of The Workers Advocate &mlement

And see coming issues. f
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NICARAGUA :
Continued from page 5

contras, putting up a- stiff resistance to these
CIA-organized invaders.

war,

The Nicaraguan people are refusing to give in,
showing their desire for victory against U.S. im-
perialism and for deepening the revolution.
are determined to stand up to their hardships and
overcome them, '

However, in the midst of the revolutionary at-

' mosphere ‘in the country, our delegation also saw
the glaring incongruity of the position of the
workers in the work place. We visited‘several of
the major work centers in Nicaragua, both private
and state-owned, and had the chance to talk to
the workers about -their situation. While the

workers sweat and scrounge from paycheck to pay-
check, the wealth they produce is still being skim-=

med off to line the pockets of the rich. . This

takes place directly, in the form of profits to the.

private capitalists, who still control 60-70% of the

- Nicaraguan economy. And it takes place indirectly, |

through the generous subsidies and incentives paid
to big business out of the national treasury, which
is in turn fed by the earnings of the state—run
enterprises.,

Moreover, instead of masters over production,
the workers are still treated like so many hands.

.Management is still frequently under the old capi- .

talists. Elsewhere, the FSLN has provided the
private owners the service of a new-set of bureau-
cratic managers. And even in the state enterprises
the workers are subject to bureaucratic treatment.

The Nicaraguan workers of town and country-

side were the backbone of the anti-Somoza insur-
rection. Today they are on the front lines of
battle against the CIA-contra war and they are the

heart of the economy. Nonetheless, their situation

at work provides a striking example of the fact
that they have yet to become the masters of their
own house, The petty-bourgeois FSLN regime,
with its policy of. coalition with the bourgeoisie,
has given the working class the back seat in the
political and economic life of the country.

The Productivity Campaign

During our stay, we witnessed the intense ef- -
forts of the FSLN and its CST, trade union center

to encourage the workers to greater production.’
Overcoming lagging rates of production is a press-

ing tagk to meet the needs of ‘the people and the.
burdens of defense from the CIA-backed invaders,

As well, the workers and °
peasants are exerting themselves to'cope with the :
terrible economic situation that grows worse under .
the blows of the U.S. blockade and Reagan s dirty

They

| this _impasse.

toa

At the same time, the FSLN's production campaign
shows some of the glaring contradictions gripping
Nicaraguan society.

The production campaign was ‘a top item on the
‘evening television news. Typical footage showed
women workers straining at the arduous task of
sorting tobacco. The commentator announced that
these ‘women had just volunteered to extend their
work day from 9 to 12 hours (6-day weeks are the
norm). ' The example of the tobacco workers was
promoted as a model for all workers.

Stretching the work day, however, is hardly a
solution to Nicaragua's economic problems. The
workers may be exhorted to put in longer hours,
but that doesn't say how much more they will ac-
complish. First, the workers repeatedly told us
that they simply lacked the food meeded to work
properly. And, second, productivity continues to
fall as the machinery slides into terrible disrepair.
Put these two things together and 12 hour days

.will accomplish little more than drive the workers

to exhaustion,

That doesn't mean. that there is no way out of
The only way ‘out, however, would
require abandoning the Sandinista system of "mixed
economy”, and taking revolutionary steps against
the rich capltahsts and other parasites, for exam-
ple:

--instead of granting the exploiters (dubbed
Ypatriotic producers" by the FSLN) fat subsidies,
make them pay for the economic crisis” and the
burdens of military defense—

--confiscate the hoards of foodstuffs from the

‘big landlords, ranchers and black marketeers so the
- people can eat;

--and put the industries under the control of
the workers so as to put an end to the capitalists’
sabotage of production, including their practice of

_pulling machinery and other capital out of enter-

prises to sell it off abroad.

Growing sections of the working class are look- -
ing towards this path of struggle. This is what we
saw, for example, at the Metasa metal fabricating
plant in Tipitapa. We attended an assembly of the
workers there, which was addressed by a. GST offi-
cial from Managua, who called on the workers to
put in voluntary days of -unpaid labor and extend
their work day to nine and a half hours. Mean-
while, the workers told us abopt the work getting
slower, harder and more danggrous with the ma-
chinery. wearing out and with a lack of suitable
raw materials. The Metasa workers replied to the
official production campaign in their local union
bulletin, where they posed that the problems of
production and military defense are 'inseparable
from the questions of workers' cantrol and taking
steps to ensure food for the workers.




A Meeting with a CST Official

Our delegation had the opportunity to discuss

the FLN's policy for the workers' movement di-,

rectly with a representative of the Sandinista-led
unions.
one of the .CST offices in Managua where we met

with a responsible official in the international

department of the CST.

" The CST representative began by stressing to us
that, in face of Reagan's war and blockade, the
main tasks facing the Nicaraguan workers' move-
ment are now military defense and raising produc-
tion. The latter, she said, was to be accomplished
through a moratorium on labor demands, and work-
ing harder, faster, and for longer hours at equal
or less pay. She outlmed the CST's plan to shift
the workers onto a "war economy" schedule with
10 to 15 hour work days.

For our part, our delegation expressed our
solidarity with the struggle against the U.S. im-
perialist aggression. At the same time, we ex-
pressed our concerns about the FSLN's approach to
this struggle, and we asked her about a number of
the things we had learned about the workers'
situation.., We asked why are the workers being
forced to sacrifice beyond their endurance while
the wealthy exploiters are getting off scot-free?
And we related to her the example of the workers
we had met at the Chichigalpa rum factory. -The
workers there make $2.80 a week.
revolutionary worker fired from the plant for

' taking part in a struggle to gain equal pay for the
women workers. Meanwhile, the Sandinista man-
agement of the giant firm still wires the profits
sweated out of the workers to the Miami bank ac-
count of ‘the millionaire capitalist owner Pellas.

The women from the CST replled to our conr
cerns with three pomts.

Who Must Sacrifice for the Revolution?

First, she put forward that: "It is the respon-
sibility of the revolutionary workers to defend the
revolution, not the bourgeoisie.”
tant and pro-worker, but she gave a meaning to
this statement which turns reality on its head.
What she€ meant is that the workers can . be
squeezed to the bone in the name of- defending the
revolution; but tHe bourgeoisie; which hates the
revolution, must not have its interests mfrmged

_upon. This, unfortunately, is just what the FLN s
policy has amounted to,

True, it is up to the workers to shoulder the
tasks of defending the revolution; and with their
blood and ,sacrifice the Nicaraguan toilers have

shown their commitment to guard their revolution |

at all cost. But they do not go hungry and send

'On July 31, our whole delegation went to

We had met a

This sounds mili--
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their youth to the war against the CIA~mercenaries
in order to fatten the Miami bank accounts of the
capitalist owners. When the workers feel such
things on their back, this only serves to demobilize
and- demoralize the1r ‘ranks. No, they ‘made the
revolution to be free of the bloodsucking exploiters
and 'to build a new society in the workers' own in-
terest. It is precisely this ideal which inspires the
masses to struggle and'sacrifice. N

Who Can Best Develop the Economy?

The second line of argument of the CST official
was that, yes, the situation for the workers’ is
very difficult and, yes, there are still painful .ex-
amples of exploitation, but little can be done about
it because Nicaragua's historically dependent econ-
omy is very backward. After all, she pointed out,
"Nicaragua cannot even produce toilet paper."

In other words, the workers have little choice
except to tighten, their belts, work extra hard, and
patiently wait for further industrialization. Then,
and only then, can they seek to fundamentally im-
prove their conditions and finally settle accounts
with the exp101ters.

‘ This is in line with the basic premise of the -
Sandinista's "mixed economy" which gives private
‘capital a critical role to play in economic develop-

ment. A premise that condemns the workers to
the status quo of toiling for cgpital. And a premr
ise that has shown its futility over the last seven
years of capitalist economic sabotage. At the same
time, the perspective that the working class and

-toilers can themselves become the masters of the

economy and develop it in their own interest sim-
ply doesn't cross the FSLN's horizon.

Removing "Bad Apples” or Heading for Socialism?

Third, the CST official told us that she too was
concerned about the abuses of a number of notori-
ous capitalists (such as Pellas'or the car importer
Julio Martinez), and that the CST was addressing
these problems. She went further and asserted
that "Of course the CST is working for socidlism
and for’ putting an end to the exploitation of the
workers." But, she warned, this requires that the
workers are very cautious..

For example, workers must not take matters
into their own hands and take action against the
likes of Pellas. Rather they should follow the CST
and restrict themselves to applauding the CST's ef-
forts to appeal through bureaucratic channels to
put’ an'end to the abuses there. Eventually this
may 'even lead to the expropnatlon of Pellas.

But what kind of "socialism" does the CST
advocate if it opposes the revolutionary mobiliza-
tion.of the workers against the notoriously abusive -

: :

i
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big capitalists? Indeed, after seven years of re-
volution, the "cautious" (that is to say, reformist)
CST policy has been amazingly ineffective even at
routing out these "bad apples" like Pellas or Julio
Martinez. Moreover, socialism and putting an end
to exploitation is not only a problem of "bad ap-
ples", but of the wealthy exploiting classes.” And
under “the FSLN system of "mixed economy", a
favored place is reserved for the "patriotic" and
"honest" capitalist and landlord bloodsuckers.

The Wbrkers Are Questioning the
Sandinista Program

The CST representative also discussed with us
the problem of reactionary elements inside the
Nicaraguan workers' movement -~ "the scorpions in
our shirts". Among these she named the CUS and
CTN, trade unions linked to the right wing parties
(and, we noted, also to the AFL-CIO gnd the CIA).
At the same time, the CST official admitted that
the workers have accused the Sandinista govern-
ment of being too lenient on such enemies,

Indeed, more and more, the workers are ques-
tioning the vacillating and conciliatory policies of
the FSLN.

This can be seen also in the FSLN's

present production campaign. This campaigxi is
pushing to the fore the gaping contradictions in an
economic poliecy which is driving -the workers to

‘the limit without adequate food or equipment,

while giving free reign to the capitalists who are
abusing the countrys resources, both human and )
material.

And in the midst of the growing discontent
among the masses, the revolutionary workers, un-
der the banner of the Marxist-Leninist Party of
Nicaragua (MAP-ML) and its Workers' .Front (FO)
trade union center, are organizing in the factories
and fields for a proletarian alternative. They are
organizing to defend.the interests of the workers
and poor against the exploiters and reactionaries
and against bureaucratic oppression. And they are
organizing the masses to defend and carry forward
the revolution with the aim that the working class
and poor peasants take the-economic and political
reins into their own hands. This is the path lead-
ing to socialism, the path leading to a proletarian
state power which defends the interests of all the
toilers -- the path that can best defend the gains
of the revolution and resolve the eeonckmlc crisis
in favor of the masses. N C <

The following letter was received by the Work-

ers' Advocate in December.
RECONCILIATION? NO: REVOLUTION!

It took me sometime to figure out the whys and
hows of last election's results, with the neander-
thals taking the Senate away from the troglodytes,
but losing many governorships previously in the
hands of the neanderthals. What does it all mean?
Has the fascist momentum in AmeriKKKa come to a
halt? Is the ruling relite scared that its.New Right
tactics may have gone too far? Or that its pres-
sure cooking pot of oppression may be about to
explode? The answer', in my opinion, is none of
the above.

Sure, I feel confldent that the neanderthals may
even capture the White House in 1988: besides
being their turn to put some third-rate actor in
that office, it's not a bad idea to dilute the cur-
rent revolutionary buildup among the working
classes before the screws are tightened some more
a few years from now.
satisfaction of the millions of workers who have
lost their jobs and their homes, many of them ir-
redeemably so, or the millions yet who still retain
their jobs but are forced by traitorous labor "lead-

. ers"--be they troglodytic or neanderthaloid in per-

*To smooth over the dis-.

CORRESPONDENCE

. suasion--to take concession after concession, lest.

their workplaces be lost to the Sun Belt "right to
work" states. Or the hundreds of thousands -of
small farmers who have lost their farms--ostensibly
the stronghold of free enterprise--to bloodsucking
usurers and big corporations. The Black and His-
panic citizens who each day see themselves farther
apart from the affluent society of the "AmeriK-
KKan dream," The poor of all races, national
origins, sex, creed or geographic location, who
daily see more poverty while the rich get richer.

"Who see the Dow Jones soar while the bourgeois

state can't even feed them or their children, or
even teach either to reach and write properly.
The working class couples, both blue and white
collars--which includes the young, upwardly-mobile

" petty-bourgeois--who see their homes and families

deteriorate and split up as consequence of the

.pressures on family life due to overworking, over-

time, an occasional - layoff, the impé)ssibility of
making ends meet regardless of how both enslave
themselves, and who, after the breakup, fall prey
of the legal leaches and their courts., Or the
many who, regardless of how intensely they may
have enslaved themselves in their prime years,
today must live fearful of what the bourgeois gods
may have in stock form them in their golden
years; three million of whom today don't have even




a roof over their heads. In summary, dissatisfac-
tion by the whole mass of the exploited who have
taken  as much exploitation as anyone can or
should, in the unending whirls and ebbs of capital-
ism. To.these, the bourgeois politicians pretend to
fool, once more, with possible reconciliation,

On the eve of the Beolshevik Revolution, while

still living underground Lenin, confrontlng the
"reconciliation" overtures by'the Russian bourgeois
politicians of the Provisional Government, spoke of
the innate irreconcilability of the oppressed with
their oppressors: ’

- "...According to Marx, the (bourgeois [as

well as all other types of state]) state is
an organ of class rule, an organ for the
oppression of one class by another; it is
the creation of order, which legalizes
and perpetuates this oppression by mod-
erating the conflict between the classes.
In the opinion of the petty-bourgeois
politicians, order means precisely the -
reconciliation of classes, and not the
oppression of one class by another; to
moderate the conflict means reconciling
classes and not depriving the oppressed
classes of definite means and methods of
struggle to overthrow the oppressors."”
"...That the state is an organ of the rule
of a- definite class which cannot be
reconciled with its antipode (the class
opposite to it), is something the petty-
bourgeois democrats will never be able
to understand." (The State and Revolu-
tion, I.1, Lenin's emphasis)

It's not that the working classes should play
"hard to get" to the "liberal" neanderthal over-
tures, or that whatever they may do won't be good
enough; but that, both dialectically and from sad
experience, we know that whatever the neander-
thals may propose or do, won't, by definition, be
good enough. And so our answer must be: NO!
. No to reformism or reconciliation!
bacn!
dytes, and yes to revolution! Throw both groups
of cavespeople into the dark caves of oblivion, and
"let the workers go on to revolution!s

That the bloodsuckers are cautious? If not,
let's give them reasons to be coficerned, to be
cautions! That the ,exploiters are afraid? If not,
let's give them reagons enough, not to be afraid,
but to panic! How? By showing them but a frac-
tion of our power on next May the First! On next
May Day! P

I propose that a mass demonstration be held on
the Sunday following May 1st, 1987; which in 1987
falls on May 3rd, and in 1988 on May 1st proper.
. On Sunday, when many people who can't partici-
pate on a weekday for fear of losing their jobs,

Not an inch’
' To6 to the neanderthals, no to the troglo- .
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can participate; and it's nothing new: the tactic
was used by Marx and Engels. In New York, Los

" Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago,’ Detroit, Houston,

Boston, everywhere. To protest against -hunger in
AmeriKKKa; against imperialistic wars.in Central -

America’ and elsewhere; for women's rights; against

the arms race and corresponding social program
cutbacks; for Black and Chicago rights; for pro-
tecting the small farmers from eviction; against
onerous building of nuclear power plants- for the
independence of Puerto Rico; to end concessions by
the sold-out labor union hacks; homes for the

homeless; jobs for the jobless; for gay and lesbian

rights and against the AIDS hysteria; to end the
growing illiteracy in AmeriKKKa; against police
brutality; against bourgeois henchmen who plant
drugs in our neighborhoods and schools to "neu-
tralize" our youth. To demonstrate against each
and everything that is wrong in the capitalist
society. All the progressive groups and workers'
organizations together. Which will be carried un-
der the banner of the working class. To celebrate
May,Day, on Sunday, May 3, 1987. Let the ex-
ploiters count our feet, and see by themselves but
a fraction of the oppressed who no longer tolerate
their oppression. let them see the Power of the
People, and let them tremble!

Meanwhile, let' all, together, as one, put our
brains and hands, our blood sweat, tears and en-
tire souls, to build the workers' movement. In all
the plants, factories and work places, schools and
universities, farms and fields, in cities, neighbor-
hoods and ghettos, -in the prisons, everywhere. To
build the workers' press, be it on regular news-
papers or "domestic" sheets. To denounce union
hacks' bureaucracy, to unite and educate our fel-
low oppressed, to denounce each and every capi-
talist:-maneuver and exploitation, to fight the bour-

~geoisie in every front and round-the-clock. To

build both, the Party of the workers, and-as many
loose-knit mass support organizations as we pos-
sibly can: al the revolutionary and progressive
forces united as one, because all will be needed in
the struggle, in the battle for true social, econom-
ic-and political democracy: what in the words of
XIX century American socialist Lewis H.- Morgan,
quoted by Engels, will be "democracy in govern-
ment, brotherhood in society, equality -of rights
and privileges. ... a revival, in a higher form, of

the (re\/olutlonary slogans of) liberty, equality and
fraternlty [At the endfof The ‘Origin of the

Family, Private Property and the State]
ON TO REVOLUTION! ’
POWER TO THE PEOPLE! :
.[from a prisoner in thel
Mt. View chapter of Prisoners United
for Revolutionary Educatlon (PURE)
' Gatesv111e, Texas <>
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TWO POEMS BY ROQUE DALTON

The Fall 1986 issue of Struggle printed’ several
poems from Roque Dalton. It pointed out that
"Roque Dalton was a Salvadoran revolution poet,
Dalton fought as a guerrilla against the fascist
regime in El Salvador. And ... Dalton fought
dgainst some aspects of the revisionism of the Sal~
vadoran Communist Party. It must be pointed out,
however, that Dalton never made a complete break
with the revisionist milieu. - The trend he repre-
sented was more of a populist than a Marxist

trend, Nonetheless his poetry exhibits some of the

revolutionary spirit of the Salvadoran toilers."
Below are two more of Dalton's poems.

soldout revisionists that the revolution was ultra-
left. Today, anyone who continues the struggle
against the Reaganite -affensive, and the liquida-
tionist atmosphere that reflects the influence of
this bourgeois of f ensive, is invariable called" ultra—
left" or other choice names by those who have
abandoned the struggle {or have never been part
of it), <

°

| PARABLB BEGINNING WITH REVISIONIST VULCANOL(I}Y

"The voloano of IZeleé '
as a"‘volcanq

was ultra-left,

It flqri;g' lava‘andi‘_tjocks 6ut;\_of its mouth

and made noiee and s.,huddering,._?‘

_eommit{:irig evrifme's) aéainst. ;;eace and tranquilit&.
Today it's a fine civilized vol‘ceno

that will co-exist peacefully |

with the Hotel de Montana de Cerro Verde,

and into whose snout we'll be able to put
fireworks like those

, '.th'a.t popular deputies set off,

who know how to keep thelr place and aren't hot
. heads -

now it will no longer be the symbol for the crazy
thundering guerrillas . :

who are the only ones who long for 1ts exploswe
geologles.

AGentle and respectable p_roietarians o.f the world,
the vCentvral Committee [1] invites you
te leern t,}ie, lesson tﬁe volcano of Izalco gives:
If the fire h'as gorie out of fashion,
‘why then should we want to carry it
ix_:n oer heart? o

(Tr. ;Iack Hirschman)

"Central Committee":

: o i the Central
A voleano for executives Committee of the corrupt, revisionist
. : - Salvadoran "Communist" Party. -- the
and even. for revolutionaries and sindicalists " Supplement,
| o ULTRALEFTISTS

»

"The pl.plles

who didn't understand the Cross and more advanced
culture :

and didn't want to bow down before the Crown of
Spain

and rose up in the mountains B

‘with weapons in their hands

against the eonquistador.

Those who nourished the.ﬂame

.of native rebellion for 300 coloni‘al years

and died hunted in the mountains or by the
vxle garrote or on the gallows
and refused to peaceably co-exist with the feudal

These .
~two are directed against the screeches of the




-

lord
in the bosom of estates and land allotments.

Pedi‘o Pablo Castillo and the communards of 1814

. who expropriated guns from the San Salvador

military authorities
and aimed them at the oppressors of the' people.

On the other hand

‘Matias Delgado and the 111ustr1ous landowners of

1821

‘were not ultraleftists

(because they won 1ndependence by peaceful means

although the Independence was most of all for
themselves

and the poor Central Americans remained down
below’ ‘

exploited, humiliated, starved, deceived and "
~ dependent

Anastasio Aquino was

because with huiscoyol lances and cannons of wood

he incited the Nonualcos against the central
government

(he didn't seize power because he didn't know he'd
won the war :

after having invented the ambush ,

and legislated like a Marx1st on this 51de of the

. Lempa River .

-and expropriated everything from the San Vicente

rich
who'd hidden their gold under the pettlcoats of
" Saint Joseph).
Don Chico Morazan also was
and at the Central American level at that
Gerardo Barrios ) : N
almost didn't make it
had it not occurred to him.to lead the troops
into Nicaragua

‘and fire lead at Walker's gringo filibusterers

From that point there was a long period when
Salvadorean revolutionaries -
quit being ultraleftists =

" and became as decent as the bourgeo1s1e

ultraleftism vanished |

before bourgeois conservatlsm S pressures

along with bourgeois liberalism and the bourgeois
constitution

the bourgeois expropriation of the common land

the enthronement of the bourgeois God Coffee

more omnipotent with respect to the Republic

than its symbol of wood and curls

called nothing less than Savior-of the World.

Everything went along very well

until that ultraleftist Farabundo Marti. appeared
leading an ultraleftist Salvadorean Communist Party
which had a bunch of militant ultraleftists,

Y

“the April 2nd ultraleftists.
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including Feliciano Ama Timoteo Lue Chico
Sanchez t

~ Vicente Tadeo Alfonso Zapata and Mario Luna,

among others. ¢ - “

“

They weren't able to be 'ultraleftis-ts to the end
because they didn't have the wherewithal -~ 7/

-and 30,000 of them were assassinated.

In 1944 there was another epidemic of ultraleftrsm
when even the miljtary was 1nfected and ‘Tose up
on April 2nd S

against the tyrant Martinez

w1th the ultraleftlst ‘assent of all the people.
ey a4 §oeal

A national ultraleftist strike

ended with the assassin regime

dedicated to gunning down _

One of them was so ultraleftist and -
uncompromising

'that even with one eye gone and crushed ‘bones

and testicles 4
he told the priest who came to hear his confession
that his spirit hadn‘t failed him, merely hlS body,
Victor Manuel Marin was his name.

There were two more notable cases of Salvadoré&an
ultraleftism that year

‘one was when 200 armed young men

entered through Ahuachapan commg from
Guatemala - . v

attempting to overthrow Osmin Agu1rre

and the other was when the ultraleftist Paco
Chavez Galeano’

traded shots with police in San Miguelito Park.

As the situation was getting black as: ants

the rich dusted off the best of weapons

against ultraleftism v o

that is, elections, .

elections so as to co-exist in the ballot boxes

where all Salvadoreans would be equal

that ‘is, where all would be equally deceived

w1th background music of democracy and peace.

With elections and an occasional coup

ultraleftism was reduced to a minimum expression

in spite of which Castaneda Castro had to use

" machine-guns

each time it seemed prudent to him

and Osorio, persecutions death prisons

(though it's important to understand that wex‘e .
ultraleftists

who understood the advantages of co-ex1st1ng

by means of persuaswe arguments wrltten on
checks, -

Embassy posts, Ministry posts, lottery prizes,
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fellowships,
houses in the Colonia Centroamerica women bo_oze).

But now under Lemus it was -here again

ultraleftism more stubborn .than a. mule

stirring up trouble '

. and ultraleftistly showing -

the hunger and desperation mundatmg the country

(each time coffee prices fall

it's as if all the world's going ultraleftlst)

there were ultraleftist demonstratxons and
ultraleftist shots

and ultraleftist bombs and ultraleftlst deaths

and what's more the ultraleftist example of Cuba
and Fidel [1]

pervaded’ everything.

Findlly Lemus was toppled

and a government Junta arose

that talked of ultraleftism but that's about all

having nothing in its hand

with which to even imagine they were really
ultraleftist

‘While the Junta blabbed on

(and the people once more ultraleftists begged for
arms)

the Alliance for Progress took power,

Once more there'd been a big scare

and it was necessary to reinforce the co-existent
electoral system

the opposition to His Majesty

the reformist and democratizing phrases

and the era of exploitation.of man by man was
declared ended.

But from one day to the next
the whole workers movement organwed in El
Salvador
woke up ultraleftist :
and organized a strike that brought the
: government of Rivera to its knees

To make matters worse the teachers became

' ultraleftists \

as well .as some priests

and even some of the opposition et
the property up till then -of the government

‘In view of which the new government
(presided over by a robber dwarf with the
surnames Sanchez and Hernandez)

took two serious steps
that are exemplary for the struggle agamst
ultraleftlsm.

In the first place‘ he launched the people
into letting off steam fighting Honduras.

In. the second place he appealed to the
" organization A

" supposed to be the heart of the ultraleft

to subordinate itself to the government in
this great national crusade.

The CP split in two in the face of the situation
the majority who accepted ceased to be,
. ‘ultraleftists
while keeping the name,
the minority who decided to continue being
ultraleftists

"left the tent led by a baker

named Salvador Cayetano Carpio.

-Afterward two ultraleftist organizafions rose up

the Popular Force of Liberation-"Farabundo Marti"

and the Revolutionary Army of the People-"ERP"

with the intention thdt in the future

the authentic Salvadorean ultraleftists

would have what they damn well need, to be
ultraleftists to the end

_that is, until the seizure of power

as ultraleftistly: as necessary in this country

| "dominated by the nltraright.

That is, it's a question of being effective
ultraleftists

- and not just exemplary defeated ultraleftlsts
" like the Pipiles and Pedro Castillo and Anastasio

Aquino )

and Gerardo Barrios who ended up executed by the
Duenas

and the dead of '32 and the mvaders of

' Ahuachapan _

and Pdaco Chavez and the heaps of people fallen -

under Castaneda 0s0r10 Lemus Director Julion

Rivera
Sanchez I{ernandez' and the current bandit.

In a land like ours A
where- everything's at hand and concentrated

“where the historical accumulation is so dense,
“ultraleftism that doesn't stop at words

and has the wherewithal to be ultraleftist in deeds
will always go deeper .
penetrating the popular heart

that still beats on in the ultraleft of the chest.

(Tr. Jack Hirschman)

[1] Castro has since. taken to cursing
ultraleftism up and down like the rest of
the revisionist pack he runs in. -- the
Supplement. - ‘ <>
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