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Black man jailed for defending himself agaihst'a rac/:ist aitack |

- The defense of Noah Roisten

Speech at the Third National Conference
of the Marxist- ~Leninist Parl:y, USA
Fall 1986

In this issue of the Su;plemgnt we continue our
coverage of the Third National Conference, which
was held under the slogans Rank-and-file action
against the Reaganite offensive! and Build the
workers' movement as a revolutionary movement!
-We print ‘two speeches,, which have both been
edited for publication.

Many comrades have probably followed reports
in the Workers' Advocate of the work with the
Noah Roisten Defense Committee. The agitation in
defense of Noah has been an important part of our

WHO IS ]NOAH ROISTEN’ .

Noah Roisten is .a young black man who has
been held in jail for 19 months on one quarter
million dollars bail for the simple act of having
. defended himself from an extremely violent armed
attack of a. racist gang. Despite the fact that
there are numerous unbaised witnesses to the fact
that Noah was the victim of a racist attack and
was acting in self-defense, and despite the fact
that Noah suffered severe internal injuries from
the racist attack, the police and government prose-

‘ cutor have charged Noah with first degree murder. |

The persecution of Noah Roisten is yet another
example of how the government of the rich pro-
motes, proteéts and suports racism, o <>

fascist anti- busing movement,

. . o i
" anti~racist agitation among the workers in Boston, °
" The fact that over 200 workers participated in the

May fundraiser is an indication that this agitation

_ has struck a responsive chord among the workers,

While hundreds of workers participated in May, it
should be remembered that a fund-raising dance is
a very low form of struggle. Nevertheless, given

‘the generally low level of the movement and the

weak sense of organization among the workers at
this time, it is an important development,

Ten Years of Racist Attacks in Boston
\

The successes in the Noah Roisten campaign are
not the result of some magical non—pﬁrty form of
organization. Rather, they are the fruit of years
of agitation and of concentration of the Party's
work in the work places.. As well, the successes
arise because, at this moment, there is a political

_vacuum in the leadership of the anti-racist move-

ment in Boston due to the bankruptcy of the black
bourgeoisie in the face of the longstanding férment
among the masses against racist attacks.

There has been a long history of racist attacks -
by fascist gangs on black masses in Boston. This
has especially been the case since the days of the
The bourgeoisie
Continued on page 26
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NINTH CONGRESS OF THE PARTY OF LABOR OF ALBANIA —
A DISAPPOINTMENT FOR MARXIST-LENINISTS AROUND THE WORLD

A~sﬁmmary of this article appeared in the Feb.
1 issue of the Workers' Advocate.

. . 4

The 9th Congress of the Party of Labor of
Albania was held at the beginning of November in
1986. Such congresses are major events in the life
of -the PLA. They are held every five years; they
set the major policies and stands of the PLA.

Only Socialist Country in the World

Albania has attracted ,international interest

- because it is the only country in the world today
‘which is' socialist. - It also has refused to bow
down to the Soviet and Chinese revisionists. At a
certain point in the anti-revisionist movement,
attention focused on the Party of Labor of Albania
as it put forward revolutionary stands ' that in-
spired activists who were fighting hard to remain
loyal to the historic mission of the working class.
~ Since the 8th Congress, the PLA no longer
plays this role in the anti-revisionist movement,
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‘gency measures against the masses.

. Albania).

But it still has certain socialist achievements to its
credit. It is still a country where the workers and
peasants live without capitalist overseers, and it is "
the toilers' party which governs the country. And
this ‘had notable results.

During these years, in the capitalist world, the
conditions of the workers and peasants have wors-
ened. But in Albania, despite three years of bad
weather and despite difficulties caused by fluctua-
tions in the export market, there were no emer-
The growth
rate was less than planned, but the conditions of
the toilers continued to improve.

As well, Albania continued to stay outside the
game of imperialist alliances. The Albanian people”
remained free of the threat of ‘being cannon fodder
for aggressive war.

Obtained by Revolution
, r.I‘hese things were not - just handed to the Al-

banian working people as a gift from a benevolent
ruler, To achieve them, the Albanian working

.class had to found its own party, the Communist

Party of Albania (now called the Party of Labor of
‘This party led the working people to
win. liberation by a revolution, won in. armed

struggle against German and Italian fascist oc-

cupiers. in World War II and against local,-Albanian

. exploiters.

Furthermore,. the need for revolutionary v1g1-
lance continued after the war. The Albanian peo-
ple had to face both the hostility of the capitalist.
countries and the treachery of the various brands
of revisionism - that emerged over the years--
Yugoslav, Soviet, and Chinese. .

The working class movement is a world move-
ment. The workers all over the world must learn
from the accomplishments of. the workers of other
lands. . The hlstory of the PLA shows the need of
the workers to build a revolutionary party it they
are to lead all the toilers in overthrowing their
exploiters ahd oppressors.. It shows the need to
fight revisionism if the revolution is to be safe-

- guarded.. And it-shows.that the power of warkers
- and peasants who rise in struggle, as the Albanian

people, small in number,
hordes in World War II.

defeated the fascist

New Times, New Tasks

'But socialism is not something immobile ‘and .

lifeless, established as something perfect on the
The -

day of revolution and unchanging thereafter.




socialist system and comfn’unist parties must always
move forward. They must correct weaknesses and
the errors of the past. And they must face the
new tasks of the class struggle that emerge over
the course of time.

, 0 .
The Struggle Against "Three Worldism"
and Chinese Revisionist Betrayal

In the middle 1970s the PLA was faced with a
heavy task. At this time, revisionism resulted in
the final degeneration of any communist or revolu-
tionary character in the CP of China.” The PLA
was the only party with the prestige and the pos-
.sibilities to rally the Marxist-Leninist movement on
a world scale,

For a time, the PLA attempted to rise to this
task. The 7th Congress of the PLA in November
. 1976 ushered in a period where the PLA sought to
carry the banner against the "three worlds" theory,

and a few years later .the PLA openly denounced

Mao Zedong Thought,
profound weaknesses in the PLA's stands.
theless, it sought to put forward the path of revo-
lution. For a time, the views of the PLA had a
liberating effect for our Party and many other
revolutionary communists and.parties around the
world. And, had the PLA continued on this path,

Yes, there were serious and

and had it displayed the loyalty to Marxism-Lenin-. ‘

ism and to the revolutionary interest that is re-
quired to do serious self-examination of its own
views, ‘it could have continued to march forward.

But the struggle with Chinese revisionism did
not bring immediate dramatic revolutionary vic-
tories around the world.: The Marxist-Leninist
- 'parties‘faced a difficult process of reconstruction
of their methods and theoretical basis, Moreover
the objective situation facing the working class
became even more difficult around the world. Yes,

" - revolutionary outbreaks continue in {arious places,

And ‘yes, the world crisis is eating away at the
foundations of capitalism and creating further
conditions, for revolutionary developments. But
there is not the big turmoil of, say, the 1960's.
Instead'there is a world capital,ist offensive,
'l‘he PI.A Palters

/,
. .

In” these cond1t1ons, the PLA faltered. It did

, not’ carry through the ‘'struggle against Chinese and
‘Soviet revisionism,
wrong traditions that had exercised bad influence

in the world communist movement from the late

1930's on. It continued to refuse to take a self-

-critical attitude to.its own views; as a result, its
views have degenerated and even resemble various

of the "three worldist" views that it itself repudi-

ated earlier.  And it grew discouraged with the
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Never-.

‘It refused to examine various
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- Congress are a danger for the PLA as well as the .

R
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prospects of the Marxist-Leninist parties and dis-

orienped in face of the difficult world conditions -

of the capitalist offensive. Today it fails to see
the revolutionary factors in the world; and it has
given up on any serious. attempt to rally the revo-
lutionary forces in the world.

_Already at the 8th Congress of the PLA in
November 1981 the PLA, and comrade Enver Hox-
ha's Report, had failed to deal with the needs of
the time.
showed at and following the 8th Congress in "Our
Differences with the Party of Labor of: Albania"

and other articles in the March 20, 1984 issue of

the Workers' Advocate. The influence of the er-
rors of the PLA, the influence of the line from
the 8th Congress, has been a contributing factor
to the disasters that overtook a number of
Marxist-Leninist parties in the last few years.

It is therefore unfortunate that, with respect to

its views on the world situation, the 9th Congress .

of the PLA again failed to live up to the challenge
of the time, It has continued the errors of the
8th Congress.
inspired revolutionary deeds around the world.
The 8th and 9th Congresses have had no fire. On
the contrary, the réyolutionaries around the world
will have to give the PLA a transfusion of their
own fiery spirit,

What: is True Solidarity?

If the world 'Marxist—Leninist movement is to
survive and thrive, it must repudiate the mistaken
views expressed by the 9th Congress on the inter-
national situation and the orientation for the
world's Marxist-Leninists;

And this. is also the only stand poss1ble for a

true friend of Albania. The errors of the 9th
rest of the world movement., The genuine com-
rades of the Albanian communists will not praise
these errors.  They will strive to help the Albanian
communists andworking class. No matter how
vengeful the PLA leadership is against. those who
criticize its errors, this cannot justify servile yes-
men, Yes-men and sycophants are precisely exam-

‘ples of that bureaucratic rust that is the worst

" enemy of socialism.

- Only those are true friends of the Albaman.

workers and peasants and their Party who tell the
truth fearlessly. Only those are true friends who
both study the successes of the Albaman comrades
and criticize the weaknesses.

Furthermore, the workers in each country must
support each other by building the revolutionary
movement in their own country. This is the only
way to give powerful support to socialism -and

revolution in all countries. And it is impossible to:.

We discussed the weaknesses which it.

In the past, the.7th Congress has .

" socialism”,

‘in general,

build a revolutionary movement ﬁccording to the
views put forward by the 9th Congress.

Abandoning the Revolutionary Standpoint
on World Events

Let us examine comrade Ramiz Alia'g Report to
the 9th Congress. (Since the death of Enver Hox-
ha, Ramiz Alia has been the First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the PLA. There does not
appear to have been any change in the PLA's
stands after Hoxha died. The PLA was already
faltering at the 8th Gongress, which comrade
Hoxha presided over.) ‘

Comrade  Alia's Report is the most' important -
single “document of the Congress. It gives the -
general line of Albanian policy. (Page references
to this Report-will be to the official English edi~
tion published in Albania by the "8 Nentori" Pub—
lishing House.)

* The most noticeable feature of the 9th Congress
on the international situation is that the PLA has
abandoned the task of rallying the world's revolu-
tionary forces in géneral and the proletarian strug-
gle for socialism in particular, '

Oh yes, comrade Alig” can give any number, of
general- platitudes about "The contradictions of
capitalist society lead towards the revolution and
He is full of official optimism and
stereotyped expressions when talking about things
But these words turn to ashes in his
mouth 'when it comes to analyzing the particular
revolutionary events of the world and giving en-
couragement to the fighting forces. When it gets
down to the actual tasks of the day, revolutmn
tlies out the window. \

Comrade Alia is full of talk about d1plomatlc
relations with this or that capitalist country or
group of countries. But he mentions only a hand-
ful of struggles against existing governments. and
barely lists them. Here is. his full description of
three events agitating the world: "The mounting
discontent and protest of the masses in countries
such as Haiti, the Philippines, Salvador and else-
where led to popular revolts against reactionary
regimes." (p. 163) He praises the struggle against
the Soviet occupation of Afghamstan in one sen-
tence (pp. 163-4); his off1c1al optimism misses the
problem of the bulk of the resistance being utterly
reactionary, medievalist, pro-Western imperialist
bands. ‘He mentions in individual sentences the
struggle in West Sahara, the struggle of the Pales-
tinians, the situation in Nicaragua, and the strug-
gle against the South Africa racists. And that's it.

And comrade Alia's Report accurately reflects
the'preoccupation of the PLA. The Albanian Tele-
graphié Agency  denounces the superpowers but
rarely mentions any other world event. .It‘is en-




thusiastic about Kings and Presidents, professors,
rectors of universities, and bigshots, film exhibi-
tions, trade agreements, ambassadors coming and
going, ambassadors being appointed or replaced,
ambassadors giving receptions, etc. ’

In the old days, that now seem so leng ago, the
PLA breathed fire about the world revolution. In
1978 the late comrade Hoxha wrote that "Socialism

is in struggle with capitalism, the world proletariat

is locked in a merciless and continuous struggle

" with the capitalist bourgeoisie, the peoples of the

"world are in struggle with their external and in-
ternal oppressors.” /(Imperialism and the Revolu-
tion, Part One, I, P.I. edition, p..,5) And he tried
.to analyze the tasks facing the revolution both in
general and in particular areas.

" But the PLA leadership has become disappoint-
ed. It has decided to play the game of "realistic"
politics. It seems to be repeating over and over:
we are not isolated! We praise the National Day
of most every country in the world and send mes-
sages to the Kings of Spain, Norway and Sweden,
and to Presidents by the score!-

- agre€éments, attend diplomatic receptions, and pro-
fessors around the world love to look at Albanian
folk art!
‘world, we no longer expect much from them, .

Diplomatic Relations Are One Thing What One
‘Expects -of the Capitalist World Is Another

. We stress that we do not oppose or disapprove
of the development of diplomatic relations between
Albania and the rest of the world, On the con-

~ trary, we believe that this is a fierce front of )

struggle that a socialist country must engage in,

‘But diplomatic relations are one thing; illusions

about the capitalist. countries are another,
. -+ -For example, we see nothing wrong with Al-
.banla ‘having diplomatic relations with Iran. But

we believe that is shameful for the PLA to praise -

“the. bloodstained regime of Khomeml and to de-
- mounce the heroic workers and peasants who have
" stood up to the murderous repression of this re-
gime, - -1t was shameful for ATA to glorify this

. regime in such articles as "In the land of Iran"

(ATA,” March 4-6, 1984, reprinted as reference

. material on the PLA's stand in the Workers' Advo—

We have trade

But as to the fierce clashes around the
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kind, method and circumstances.” (How we should

understand and fight the imperialist-revisionist - I

encirclement of our country'and the effect of its
pressure on us in Speeches (1971-1973))

" But now the impression is created of the sin-
cere (from both sides) and equal relations that can
be established with the capitalist world. All it

"takes is to remove the "thorns" ‘that -come. from

each side being concerned with the social system "
of the other. And then the era of struggle will be

over; the era of peace and harmony with the capi~

talist world is almost upon us!' This is why ATA

pays such absurd attention to the most trivial

details of d1plomacy while 1gnor1ng most maJor

world events.

No Condemnation of European Inperialism )

Comrade Alia's discussion of the imperialist
powers is typical. He condemns both superﬁowers,
but he has toned down the opposition to the im-
perialism of the other European powers and. Japan
to a whisper. He talks of the superpowers and

-"other imperialist states", but he generally avoids

mentioning these other imperialist powers by name,
(The.only exception is when he points. to the con-.
tradictions between these imperialisms and the
U.S., sbating that "The economic crisis has greatly
aggravated' the _contradictions between the big
imperialist powers and groupings, the United States
of ‘America, Japan, the European Common Market
and Comecon.” (p. 145)) .

There was a time when the PLA had no such~
inhibitions about naming these other imperialisms. /
It bitterly denounced the French, British, West
German, Italian, Canadian and other imperialisms,
And it castigated the’ Chinese revisionists- “"who
consider Europe a continent of second world'
countries, which they .put in alliance with .the
third world',... This grouping of capitalist states
can never be for the general weakening of world
capitalism. ' To say that such a thing can be
achieved with the assistance and collaboration of
the aristocratic bourgeoisie of - Britain, the
revanchist bourgeoisie of Western Germany, the
cunning French bourgeoisie and the .other big
capitalist groups, is deplorable naivety." (Impe-
rialism and the Revolution, Part .Two,.I,. "The.Chi~ Chi-

cate of March 20, 1984. )

"7 There was a time when the PLA, while act:.vely
i pursuing ‘diplomatic relations with other countries,
talked of the dangers of the "imperialist-revisionist
. _encirclement” of Albania. Comrade Hoxha wrote
. that "...socialist Albania is a thorn in the side of
- the imperialists, revisionists 'and all the capitalists
of the world, and not one of them, at any time,
has wished her- well. As regards their activity
against us, it can and does differ in intensity,

nese View about the Unity of the Third World' is :
Reactionary”, P.I. edition, p. .87) -

But now these imperialisms have become name-
less. And comrade Alia's Report is no fluke. - It
reflects the day-to-day stand of the PLA, . -

European Capitalism Is Supposed To .
Have Become Civilized - .

N\

- Thus the A.T.A. reports Irom Albania also re-
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frain from denouncing by name any imperialist
country other than the U.S. and USSR. It prefers
to talk of "other imperialist powers”. Mainly,
there is only general denunciation of capitalism,
but -no- denuneciation of the particular crimes of
capitalist countries other than the' superpowers.

Switzérland

Take Switzerland, a land of powerful companies,
whose tentacles stretch around the world,
year & reported on an article in the Albanian
-journal Bashkimi that noted with enthusiasm  the
695th anniversary of the Swiss state and stated
that "The Swiss stand in the international arena
has been amrecxated by the Albanian people.
(ATA, July 30-Aug. 2,.1986) B

But ATA has not yet reported on the poisoning
of the Rhine River by Swiss chemical companies,
although this is a major scandal in Europe. Nor
has it reported on other crimes of the Swiss ex-
ploiters.

- Austria /
Take Austria. A A few months ago ATA cited an
article by Bashkimi on the occasion of Austria's
National Day. It claimed that "The stands of
Austria in the international relations are appre-
ciated by the Albanian people and government,
The Austrian people and distinguished state and

social personalities have expressed their respect
for the principled policy of the PSR of Albania.”

(ATA, October 26-28, 1986) Are we really to
believe that Austrian and Albaman foreign policy
support each other? -

Meanwhile ATA has carried nothmg about the
world exposure of Austrian President Kurt Wald-
heim as & Nazi officer who committed atrocities in
World War II in the Balkans. Nor is there other

~criticism of Austrign capltahsm. Instead, they sent
a National Day message to Austrian head of state:
Waldheim at a time when even some capitalist
countries refrained from sending their diplomats to
‘attend Waldheim's inauguration. (Same issue of
- ATA.)

West Germany .

. Take West Germany. At one time comrade
Hoxha condemned the Chinese revisionists for their
dealings with German reactionaries. He wrote:
"Now we may say that the policy of West Germany
is assuming the features of totalitarian fascist
revanchism, seeking to create its own spheres of’

Last .

-struggle only with respect to Yugoslavia.

[

influence.," And he singled out Franz Josef
Strauss, stating: "The fascist group around
Strauss, the Hitlerite generals, the powerful real
revanchists of Bonn, are openly advertising them—
selves as China's closest allies.” (Imperialism and
the Revolution, Part One, I, "The Strategy of
World Imper1a11sm" P.I. edition, p. 11) But last
year ATA informed “the world that "The prime
minister of Bavaria of the German Federal Repub- -
lic, Franz Josef Strauss, arrived in Tirana on a
private visit®™ and he "had a meeting with the
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Peo—
ple's Socialist Republic of Albania". (ATA, May
21-24, 1986) Yes, this is the same Strauss.
Strauss hadn't changed -~ the Albanian stand on
fore1gn relations had.

France

Take the French imperialists. ATA is full of
talk of ! relations with France, of French visitors

‘(but not of French Marxist-Leninists), of French
.culture, etc.

But it does not denounce by name
the crimes of the "cunning French bourgeoisie",
For example, ATA recently carried an artjcle,
"Who benefits from the conflict in Chad?", ‘in
_which it appeals for drlvmg 'all foreign military’
"forces out of Chad." (ATA, Dec. 28-30) Chad is.a
former French colony; it is still dominated by
France; and France and Libya are the two coun-
tries with troops ,in-Chad. But ATA speaks of the
"involvement of American imperialism and other
imperialist powers"” and of weapons that "may be of
Ameritan production or of other countries”. It
even denounces the Soviet social-imperialists in the
article, but France remains unnamed. And, for
that matter, it is not that common for ATA.to

write about such current events at all, - - -

Ideological Struggle with the -
. Capitalist Countries?

Of all the countries with which Albania has
relations,. comrade Alia mentions the ideological
He does
state that "The Yugoslavs do not like our social
system and oppose it, indeed, with great heat. We
say to them openly: we are for peaceful coexist-
ence, but not for ideological coexistence.” (p. 199)
At the Seventh Congress the PLA had not restrict-
ed this to Yugoslavia. It had opposed the view
that "to trade with a given country means to cease
polemics, to refrain from expressing one's opinions
on the policy pursued and ideology upheld by that
country.” But now the iﬂeol‘ogieal struggle with
most capitalist countries has been allowed to grow
so cold and stale that there is no need to say

-anything about it.




Turkey

For example, with respect to the brutal Turk-
ish regime, all comrade Alia says is "Our differing
political systems have not become obstacles to the
harmonious development of relations.” (p. 197)
Yes, indeed, ATA is full of stories about good
relations with Turkey but has nothmg about the

struggle of the Turkish workers and peasants a-

gainst barbarous oppression,

‘ European Capitalism Would Be Fine --
. If It Only Were Independent .

In fact, comrade Alia sets forth a whole plan to
justify this hushing up of the crimes of European
imperiahsm. ' What is necessary for progress in
Europe" Is it the class struggle, the overthrow of
the regimes of exploiters, and the carrying out of
the socialist revolution? No, it is simply breaking
links with the superpowers.

Comrade Alia pontificates that "The dlsbandlng
of these alliances [both NATO and the Warsaw
Treaty] is the fundamental condition for the elimi-
nation of divisions and splits in Europe and for
the reduction of tensions not only on our conti-
nent, but throughout the world. The liquidation of
them will create precisely that spirit of trust and
understanding which is lacking in order to estab-
lish a fruitful and equal collaboration between the
peoples of  Europe.” (p. 188)

There was a time when the PLA spoke differ-
ently. It used to state, with respect to "such
imperialisms as the West German, Japanese, British,
Prench, Canadian ones, etc.” that "the countries of
the so-called second world' are the main economic
and military support of the aggressive and expan-
sionist alliances of the two superpowers (The
Theory and Practice of the Revolytion", Section II,
Zeri. i Popullit’, July 1977, COUSML pamphlet
edition, pp. 23-24)

But now the PLA has different tactics. It
presents the plan that the existing regimes, the

"mein economic and military support" of the war
blocs, can simply throw off. the superpowers and
‘then collaborate equally and fruitfully with each
-other.. -The "fundamental condition" is not revolu-
tion,""but a diplomatic realignment of these powers.

And why should these powers do this?

‘Comrade. Alia preaches to the “existing regimes
that “"Practice proves that the blocs' [NATO and
- the Warsaw Treaty] lead to ever greater subordina-
- tion of the partners to their leaders. The illusion
that by entering into blocs their defence can be
strengthened and their independence ensured has
cost them [the existing European states] dear. For
the sake of the co-ordination of policies and stra-
tegies, many countries have accepted major re-

the big imperialist war blocs.
Alia is appealing to these countries as they exist

"of the "partners"
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‘strictions which have greatly limited their sover-

eignty on many capital questions, have hindered

"their - independent activity in the international

arena, and have put them in a position that they
cannot Ireely decide their future themselves. (p.
188)
" Why, it was all a mistake.
is correct it. ‘
Revolution has vanished. Class struggle has
vanished. The talk of struggle against the super-.
powers is no longer put ih the context of an ap-
peal for revolution to overthrow the local ruling
classes which have many crimes, including joining
Instead comrade

All you have to do

today, with the same social system, with the same
ruling class. - He all but says this in so:' many
words.

He fails to distinguish between the rulmg class
and the working class in this passage; he just talks
of the superpowers, and of the
level of their "independent activity in the inter-
national arena", etc. Is it, for example, the
French working class .or the French ruling class
which is the "partner" of the Pentagon and which

direct French government "activity in the inter- .

national arena"? And isn't French "independent
activity in the international arena" such things as
the French military intervention in the former
French colony of Chad?

Switzerland Again

In this regard, it can be noted that ATA éar-
ried an article entitled "Switzerland condemns. the
domination of the two superpowers at the Stock-
holm Conference”™ (ATA, Sept. 24-27, 1986) This
presumably is an example of how to fight ' the
superpowers.

- But European Capitalism is Vlcious
. in Its Own Right

But even without the superpowers, European
capitalism. would remain a man-eating system of
exploitation and oppression. It can be recalled
that the French, German, Austrian, Italian and
other lesser imperialists are quite capable of mass .
slaughter and atrocities on their own. Europe
wasn't dominated by the superpowers in World War
I and II, .and yet the world was plunged into de-

.vastatmg wars.

Nor is it true that, for example, the NATO
powers entered into alhance with U.S. imperialism
out of some mistake.  On the.contrary, these al-
liances have served the interests of. the lesser

- imperialists, and helped them maintain exploitation-

‘ .

and oppression. Naturally, the local exploiters paid
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* a price for the domination of U,S. imperialism, and
the time may come when they no longer will ac~
cept this domination:; But a re-division of the
imperialist spoils will not bring an end to "te_nsion"
nor bring an era of "fruitful and equal collabora~
tion between the peoples of Europe."

The Dream ot "Conplete Democratization”
of Relations

What is left when one removes the revolution-
ary struggle for socialism?
"complete democratization" of, relations between
states, which presumably could be created if only
the domination of the superpowers was broken.

Comrade Alia states that the PLA and Albania

*are opposed to all practices of inequality, discrim- |

ination and great-state dictate in international
relations. They are for the complete democratiza-
tion of these relations. The states are not equal
in regard to the extent of their territory, the
number of population, their economic potential and
so on. But this does not give the big and power—
ful states the right to special privileges in inter-
national relations, to positions of domination over
the others.” (p. 190)
. Naturally Albania must fight tooth—and—nall
against attempts to impose on it, ~But look how
comrade Alia discusses the issue. There are big
and small countries, countries with a lot of people
and countries with a few people, maybe /even coun-
' tries with mountains and countries with valleys,
but there is no mention of the ruling classes of
these countries. There is no struggle between
socialism and a capitalist-revisionist encirclement,
but only the struggle of the small innocents versus
the big bullies.

There is ' not a class struggle, but simply’ ab-
stract "rights" that spring from some unnamed
source. So being b1g and powerful "does not give"
a state the right to "special privileges". What is
comrade Alia talking about? The big and powerful
take their privileges by force, they are not deter-
red by sermons an ethics,

In the real dog-eat-dog world of capltahst
international relations, force (military and other-
wise) and constant struggle decides the status of

. countfies. The capitalist diplomats talk morality to

. throw dust in the eyes of the working class that is
to serve as cannon fodder. But comrade Alia puts
forward a utopia in which the relations between
different capitalist countries and between capltahst
countries and socialist Albania can be "equal, sin-
cere and fruitful",

He writes that: "In our relations with other
countries we do not lay down discriminatory or
denigrating conditions. We do not seek to inpose
our way of life or our way of thinking on others.}

There is the dream of |

_individual capitalist countries,

But neither can we allow others to impose theirs’
on us, This, we think, is a universal principle for
equal, sincere and fruitful relations between free
and independent. states.” (p. 189)

.Incredible! The issue of different social sys-
tems can be thrown aside by the two sides simply
deciding to follow the principle of not imposing on
each other, ' Neither will the capitalists agree to

.give up attempts at imposing their system, nor can

a socialist country agree to give up giving support
to the: international proletarian movement. But
comrade Alia is drawing pretty pictures .of what
international relations can be, if only they were
between truly independent regimes. _

Is there a struggle between capitalism and
socialism? Why, , gentlemen don't discuss such
things. As comrade Alia says: "Respect for the
internal social order and the international status
freely chosen by different states and nations is.an
issue which cannot be a matter for discussion.”
(p. 189) Well, it certainly isn't a matter of dis-
cussion in ATA, which stays as far away as pos-
51b1e from commentmg on the crimes of various
except for the
superpowers.,  But does. this self-restraint really
mean that the capitalists have given up their at-
tempts to impose on, Albania?

And what is this utter nonsense about an "in-
ternal social order and internatiohal status freely
chosen by different states and nations,"” (emphasis
added) Ruthless exploitation and oppression isn't
freely chosen by the wage-slaves but are imposed
on them with deception, with force, with brutality,
The European and American capitalists "freely
choose" to impose austerity on the workers, but
this is imposed on the working class with all the
weight of capitalist "law and order". The U.S.
bourgeoisie "freely chose" to have slavery prior to

-the C€ivil War and to have a racist, Reaganite

administration today, but this was hardly freely
chosen by the slaves yesterday or the oppressed
nationalities today. Comrade “Alia's’ talk of a
"freely chosen" social order presents, international
relations from the point of view of the freedom
and independence of the state apparatus of each
country, not the freedom of the toilers,

And comrade.Alia goes on to paint one pretty
picture after another of what relations between
"free and independent states" will be, independent
of their social system which is not "a matter for
discussion”. '

Take trade relations. The PLA is for “the
development of trade and economic cooperation ... -
not only as a means for reciprocal economic bene-
fit, but also as a valuable contribution to the

.normal development of internmational relations.”

Leaving aside the fact that the "normal devel-
opment" of international relations under the pres-




ent system is precisely not the pretty-picture
comrade Alia is painting, but inequality, domina-
tion, exploitation, etc., the issue arises of how
comrade Alia thinks this trade and economic coop-
eration will be achieved? Why, it's simple. It
doesn't involve capitaliSm or socialism. Instead,
*...it is necessary that all countries should make
trade exchange solely on the basis of reciprocal
benefit and should struggle to ensure that they are
not used as a means of pressure to impose pohtical
concepts and stands unacceptable to the partner.”
(p. 190) ¢~
It is absurd to think that the monopolies, the
multinational corporations, the imperialist govern-
ments will give up their striving to dominate., As
long as capitalism exists, it will exploit. And, in
exploiting, it will seek advantages; privileges,
super-profits, domination. A socialist country can

and must fight to have trade based on "reciprocal |

benefit" (i.e. so that it benefits from the trade and
not just the capitalists). But there should be no
illusion that the imperialist world' market will
become civilized and based on reciprocal benefit,
the economic progress of everyone, and high
standards of morality. It is always a dog-eat-dog
struggle in the capitalist jungle.

On the Nature of Alliances
in Europe

More generally, comrade Alia sets down a gen-
eral principle that will ensure the achievement of
‘proper relations -among the European states and
peoples. - All that is necessary is that the various
alliances should not be directed against third par-
ties. He states: "The alliances and friendships
between states, naturally, are matters which are up
to each of them to decide, just as collective
security cannot be denied to those who want it.
But what is unacceptable is when these alliances
and friendships are directed against others, when
the commitments made within them threaten the
. interests and security of other countries.” (p. 187)

Some of this is really bizarre. Comrade Alia
claims that "collective security" is one of the
acceptable forms of alliance between the present-
day regimes of Europe. But, he says, this "collec-
tive security” should not be directed agajnst some
threat by a third party. Then what is being se-
cured against? Invaders from Mars? -

‘In fact, the key issue is how one determines
the nature of alliances. Should one be concerned
with the class nature of the states involved, with
which class is the ruling class? ' Or should one
 restrict oneself to the fine words of some diplo-
"mats? Is it possible that the "cunning French
bourgeoisie", the "revanchist German bourgeoisie",
etc. will conclude beautiful alliances and friend-

AN
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ships which are not directed against third parties?

Can the capltahst regimes change their spots?

In another passage, talking about the super-
powers, comrade Alia denounces illusions in the
possibility of the imperialists changing their policy.
He' 'states that "Historical experience has shown
and the practice of our time confirms that both
.retreating in the face of the pressures of impe-
rialists and illusions about the possibility of cor-
recting their policy have caused great damage to

the peoples' freedom, sovereignty and international -

security.” (pp. 151-2) Yet we are to believe that
all the bourgeois states but the superpowers can

simply change their policies, have alliances and

friendships which are not directed against others,
have good trade policies, respect the social systems
of other countries, etc.

A Nori‘revolutionary Stand

Indeed, comrade Alia tells us that "In any coun-
try security is a task which cannot be neglected.”
(p. 187)

If the proletariat of an imperialist country is to
admit the legitimacy of the security forces, the
armies and police forces, of the ruling class, then
‘how is it going to make a revolution? Such a
proletariat will become simply a social-chauvinist
pawn of the ruling class. To admit the "security"
of the capitalist powers is to admit that one's
perspective is corfined to maneuvering within the
confines of the presently existing system.

, Perhaps someone will be found who says that
comrade Alia believes that "security" can only be

obtained by revolution. But if he believes this, he
certainly doesn't say so.

His passage on security
occurs in the middle of the discussion of the cur-
rent talks and meetings and alliances between the
present—day regimes., It is part of his discussion
on how to handle the present—day capitalist re-
gimes,

Besides, ' 'security" would hardly be the correct
slogan for the class-conscious working class of
Europe. For the Marxist-Leninists of Europe to
take this as their battle cry, presumably along
with normal trade and respect for all social orders,

"would be ludicrous.

Lenin dealt with variants of such slogans w1th
respect to capitalist powers divided into two world
groups - of ~ imperialist, plundering bourgeoisies.
Then, as now, the European ruling classes were
divided between various war blocs. He stated that
"The Frenchman, German or Italian who says:
Socialism is opposed to violence against nations,
therefore I defend myself when my country is
invaded,' betrays Socialism and internationalism,

because such a man sees only his own country,

he puts his own'... bourgeoisie' above everythmg
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else and does not give a thought to the inter-
national connections which make the war an impe-
rialist war and his bourgeoisie a link in the chain
of imperialist plunder." (The Proletarian Revolu-
tion and the Renegade Kautsky, Ch. 7 - "What Is
Internationalism?”, Foreign Languages Press, Pe-
king, p. 79) ‘

Lenin pointed to the need to Judge ‘what class .

is waging the war and what was the politics be-
hind .the war, -
"security” would help the European workers under-
stand the class nature of the war threat hanging
over the world? Or would it simply reinforce the
petty—bourgeois nationalist narrow-mindedness" of
"my country is being wronged that is-all I care
about"" (Ibid.)

Asia, Atrica, and Latm Amenea

Although in this article we have dwelt on Eu-
rope, the PLA has always paid much attention to
Asia, Africa, and Latin America as well as to Eu-
rope. And comrade Alia's view on the situation in
' these countries is also wrong. Much of this is
developed in the section of comrade Alia's Report
entitled "The Right of the Peoples to Be Free and
Independent Is an Inalienable Right",

~ Avoiding Class Characterizations

- The first thing that strikes the eye is that he
avoids class characterizations of the states of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, He tdlks of countries
and nations and "undeveloped nations" and "devel-
oping nations” (just as, in talking about Europe, he
- often talks about "developed" countries, ete.)

There .was a time when the PLA denounced the
preoccupation with such terms..
Congress in 1976 comrade Hoxha had mentioned
"what is called the second world,’ the third
world,' the non-aligned .world’' or the developing
countries'™ and went on to say that- "All these
terms, which refer to the various political forces
acting in the world today, cover up and do not
bring out the class character of these political
forces, the fundamental contradictions of our
epoch, the key problem which is predominant today
on a national and international scale, the ruthless
- struggle between the bourgeois-imperialist world,
on the one hand, and socialism, the world prole-
tariat, and its natural allies, on the other."

Casting Asidé the Class. Struggle

Instead comrade Alia claims that the struggle
for . independence, in various forms, is the key
issue in this whole, vast region. He does not talk
at all -of the struggle of the workers and peasants

”

Can it be said that the slogan of

At the Seventh.

" popular movement.

against exploitation by the local ruling class. And
there is no struggle for socialism at all, There is
only struggle for independence and struggle for
democratic rights against a few particularly bar-
baric regimes. :

So comrade Alia talks of "the great efforts of
various peoples and nations to defend their free-
dom and independence and national wealth, to be
sovereign in their own countries, to rid themselves
of the foreign yoke and decide their own course of
development.” (p. 163)

There was a time when the PLA talked, to some
extent at least, about the relation of the soc1alist
revolution to these countries. It stated that "Im
the countries which have won full or partial poli-

. tical independence, the revolution is at various

stages’ of development... Among them, there are
countries which are directly faced with the prole-
tarian revolution, while in many other countries,
the tasks of the anti-imperialist national democra~
tic revolution are on the order of the day. ...

~  "But does this meant that such countries must
remain at the national democratic stage and the
revolutionaries should not speak about and prepare
for the socialist revolution, for fear-that stages’
may be skipped or cut out and someone may call
them Blanquists?™ (The Theory and Practice of the
Revolution, Section .III, COUSML pamphlet edition,

‘p. 35)

Now, however, all comrade Alia sees in the
‘world are struggles for independence, for purer
independence, or on democratic issues. Comrade
Alia continues the passage cited above by stating
that: "The wide extension and growth of peoples'
liberation .and democratic movements ... are now
evidence of this." (p. 163) ‘

As a matter of fact, all the revolutionary move-
ments that comrade Alia endorses by name in his
Report are classified by him as democratic or
people's liberation movements.

But comrade Alia is not referring simply to the
His talk about the fight to
defend "freedom and independence. and national
wealth, ete." is the ordinary "third worldist" rheto-
ric that leads to support of various of the bour-
geois regimes that sit on the backs of the workers
and peasants. It is hidden praise for 'various'
stands of the very regimes which. must be- the:

~target of the revolution and which are also the-

local base of imperialist domination of the country.
And this hidden praise comes out in various arti-
cles in ATA. '

Argentina
Con51der Argentina. Last year ATA pra1sed the

Axgentme government for allegedly pursuing “a
foreign independent policy”. - (ATA, May 25-27,




citing a Bashkimi article on the occasion of Argen-
tina's National Day)

In this way ATA endorsed the regime of Presi-
dent Alfonsin, who is involved in oppressing the
workers for the benefit of the Argentine exploiters
‘and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). It
goes without saying that ATA has not carried any
news of the recent workers' struggles in Argentina.

For that matter, the PLA had a wrong assess-

ment of Argentine policy even in the days of the:

war over the Malvinas or Falkland Islands (summer
1982) when there was a brutal military regime.
The PLA supported the military adventure of the
Argentine generals; it took the nationalist stand

that the only issue that mattered was who owned

these tiny islands. It did not consider or support
the mass struggle against the gererals, or notice
that the generals launched the war in an effort to
drown the mass struggle in naf:iona_list fervor. The
PLA did not say anything about the atrocities of
the regime, such as the "disappearances”
30,000 people, . . ‘

Mexico

- And then there's Mexico., The Mexican gover-
‘nment has béen enforcing austerity against the
working ’fmass,es. It is sitting on a powder keg,
and even the American bourgeoisie is worrying out
loud about the mass anger that is building in Mex-
ico and the prospects of a new revolution, But all
that ATA could think of doing was to present the
Mexican government as truly concerned for . the
masses.,

literacy" (ATA, Dec. 7-9, 1986) The Mexican stu-
dents are p_r_o-t-esting and striking against education
cutbacks, while the PLA is praising the Mexican
government for .teaching the people to read and
write, ' ,

‘The PLA has praised the stand of the Mexican
government .for some time,
took  Mexico .as one of the models of a country
undergoing "independent development", It declared
. that 'the Mexican government opposes. "the policy
pursued by the two superpowers" and has "support
for the liberation struggles of the peoples of the
nearby regions against the dictatorial regimes and
against American imperialism". (ATA, Sept. 14-17,
1983.). Among other things, this amounts to sup-
port for the bourgeois Contadora group, of which
Mexico is one of the prime movers, although the
PLA doesn't openly comment on Contadora one way
or the other. (The Contadora group is comprised
of the bourgeois governments of Mexico, Panama,
Venezuela.and Colombia. Posing as being some-
what critical of U.S. military interventmn, it pro-
poses. its own method of putting out thé revolu-

of over '

It recently carried an article entitled
"Successes of Mexico .in the Struggle Against I1-'

For example, Bashkimi
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tlonary fire in Central Amerlca )

The PLA also promotes "the internal stands -of
the Mexican government. The ° Bashkimi article
praised "the measures for the progress and devel-
opment of\ the country 'in various fields". - And
now the PLA has come out to support the Mexican
government's education policies at a time
when the students are rising against it. As well,
the PLA has not carried news of or given support.
to any of the mass. struggles breaking out agamst
hunger and repressmn “in Mexico.

A Gen ,eral Theory of History:
Replacing Class Struggle with
Petty—Bourgeoxs Nationalism

Thus the 9th Congress ruled out socialist tasks
almost anywhere in the world, In Europe the basic

‘task is supposed to be independence from the

superpowers. In Asia, Africa, and the Latin Amer-
ica the basic task is supposed to be mdependence '
from foreign -domination, mostly the superpowers -
and also ‘some unnamed other powers,: In the
superpowers, the PLA can't really see what move-
ment is going on anyway. And in the international
arena in general the task is supposed to be ensur-
ing the "complete democratization" of relatlons
between states. . .

.Comrade Alia replaces the class struggle with
the struggle for independence. He goes so far as
to elaborate a petty-bourgeois nationalist theory of
history. He has made a marvelous new discovery
-- that the struggle for independence is the motive
force of history. According to him, "The right of
peoples to be free and independent cannot be
denied. It was born together with man and human
society and 'has been an unvarying constant
through all the epochs of history. The reactionary
powers of all times have tried to deny the people
this right, have. tried to subjugate and rule them.
Mighty empires were created, whole continents
were transformed into colonies, various peoples

remained enslaved for centuries on end, but the

spirit of treedom and mdq)endence has never
died.” (p. 166) >
Thus the struggle for independence has sup-

posedly been an "unvarying constant through all-
epochs of) history." 1Is that so? ~

Marxist—Lenimsts have a different view of hlS"
tory. The first programmatic declaration to the
world of communism began as follows:

"The history of all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles.

"Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord
and serf, guild-ma.ster and journeyman, in a word,
oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposi-
tion to one another, carried on an uninterrupted,
now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time




'Page ‘12, The Supplement, 15 Feb. 1987

ended, either in a revolutionary re-constitution of
society at large, or in the common ruin of the
contending classes." (Manifesto of the Communist
Party by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels).

It is the class struggle, not the struggle for
.independence, that provides the key to all history
since’ the beginning of- the exploitation of person
by person.

At ‘one time the PLA also talked of this. It
declared that "In defining the present epoch, Lenin
proceeded from the class criterion. He said that
it is important to keep well in mind which class
stands at the hub of one epoch or another, deter-
mining its main content, the main direction of its
development, the main characteristics of the his-
torical situation in that epoch, etc.'.” (The Theory
and Practice of the Revolution, Section I, COUSML

pamphlet edition, p. 8)

But Comrade Alia's new view on the historical-'

role of ‘the’ struggile for independence replaces
Marxism by petty-bourgeois nationalism,
at history from the viewpoint of the building of
nation-states, not from the viewpoint of the work-
ers and peasants. It idealizes the present inter-
niational situation and dreams of it being purified
into .a system of absolutely "free and independent"
natlon—states. (Here, of course, this "freedom and
independence” refers mainly to the rights of the
national government in relation to other countries,
not to the rights of the working people, which is
a matter of the internal "social order" and "course
of development".) =~ | :

Comrade Alia's new theory is. also absolute
nonsense,
is an "unvarying constant", but instead constantly
changes in form and content from one epoch to
another.
indép'end‘erice. The present type of nation-state
,only came into existence in the last few centuries.
Hlstory has seen the struggle ‘for independence of
various ent1t1es (clans, tribes, kingdoms, nation-
states, -etc.)

Furthermore, history has also seen Both the
amalgamation of various entities and the struggle
for independence. Afria-lgamation is just as impor-
tant a concept as independence, ‘Indeed, even a
small people such as the Albanians could only be
formed through the amalgamatlon of a truly huge
number of smaller entities. Without such amalga-
mation, the struggle for the national mdependence
01' Albfama would have been utterly 1mpos.<11b1e.

The Commu.nist Proletanat Supports
the National Liberation Movement

, The class-conscmus workers and communlsts
understand the revolutionary 51gn1f1cance of pro-
: gresswe ‘national liberation struggles. ‘They not

It looks ,

First of all, not even the class struggle.

And the same goes for the struggle for

only oppose national oppression in general, but
they make a special point of opposing the chauvin-
ism, racism, and imperialism of their "own" bour-
geoisie. It is their task to be the foremost cham-
pions of the liberation movements of the peoples
oppressed by that bourgeoisie,

The Movement Is Based on Intemationaljsm,,
Not Petty-bourgeois Nationalism

~ But the revolutionary proletarians also under-
stand the importance of the amalgamation of peo-
ples -- but not by force. One of the main reasons
the communist: proletariat supports the national:
liberation movement and the struggle against all
national oppression is precisely to encourage the
voluntary amalgamation of peoples, Furthermore,
the revolutionaryproletariat fightsnational egoism,
the view that all that matters is what happens to
the country in which one lives. This struggle
against national ‘egoism is one of the reasons why
it is able to champlon the natlonaI liberation
movement, ‘

The working class movement is a world move-
ment an internationalist movement Proletarian
internationalism, the world character of the work-
ing class struggle, is one of the greatest driving -
forces of the struggle for the new, communist
society. -

| The Balkans

- This' replacement of the class struggle with
something else shows up in one aspect.after ano-
ther of the views of the 9th Congress. Take com-
rade Alia's remarks on relations in the Balkans.

What has created the “problems in-the Balkans?

Does it have any relation to .exploitation and the
exploitative character of all the Balkan -states
except Albania?

Apparently not. . Comrade Alia suggests that
everything would be solved if the various regimes
just adopted better policies towards the various
minorities,

Undoubtedly the end of national oppresswn
would be very useful for the proletariat. ' The

-class-conscious proletariat must champion- the

struggle agalnst this oppression. ' But comrade Alia
has nothing to say as to why this national oppres-
sion exists, and hence he has nothing serious to.
say as to how to fight it. He simply says that. all
that is needed is "the political will and sincere
desire for collaboration™ (p. 194). As he says: - -

"History has mixed up the peoples of the
Balkans a great deal, ... Ethnic minorities of each
people are found within the state borders of other
states, ... Good or bad relations between the
states of our peninsula have been largely depend-




- how well the PLA treats these parties.

ent on' this treatment,' The big powers have played
on these feelings in order to stir up quarrels...
"The situation in the Balkans would be greatly
improved if the minorities were regarded not as a
source of feuds and divisions, but as a bridge for
unity and friendship between the peoples of this
peninsila. Recognition .and acceptance of their
identity, respect for their language, culture and

‘national traditions, and their spiritual links with

their own nation would create precisely that at-
mosphere which the peoples of the Balkans need,
the atmosphere of friendship and sincere collabora-

" tion, the strengthening of their freedom and inde~

pendence, peace and their common security."”
(p.194 '

Thus_ a11 that is necessary is to change how the
ruling regimes "regard" the national minorities.
The way to catch a bird is simply to convince it
that it wants to be caught. That's the type of
profound wisdom one can expect when someone
gives up class analysis and the revolutionary sta-
ndpoint, .

Abandoning the International
Marxist-Leninist Movement |,

-‘One of the most disgusting features of the

"stand of the 9th Congress is its lack of concern

for the international Marxist-Leninist movement.
The PLA has lost its interest in these parties. It
is more interested in parliamentary deputies, may-
ors, and rectors of universities, Where are big
trade unions, big parliamentary groups, led by the
parties? Instead of helping the parties at this
difficult juncture, all the PLA céan say to them is
grow rapidly, become a major factor that even the’
bourgeoisie recognizes, and then we may pay some
attention to you.

Comrade Alia devotes Just three paragraphs to
the other Marxist-Leninist parties,
paragraphs consists simply of lying boasts about
Comrade
Alia; leader of the same PLA which now rarely
even mentions the other Marxist-Leninist parties in
ATA, which pays far more attention in ATA to

- £ilm exhibitions than to the building of the parties,

boasts that the .PLA "has given and gives the
greatest attention to relations with the sister
parties.” (p. 178)

He boasts of -adhering "to the principles of
complete independence and equality, solidarity,
mutual aid and support and internationalist collabo-

ration,” But in fact the PLA leadershlp now bru--

tally attacks those parties which dare to criticize
its stands.. It has thrown its influence against the
development of various forms of contact between
the parties., And it displays only minimum sdli-
darity.-even with those parties which it favors.

4
T

One of these
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Platitudes

The other two paragraphs comrade Alia devotes

_to the world Marxist-Leninist movement also say

little, . .

The first one simply says that the parties "are
subjected to all-round, continuous, ideological and
political pressure from the bourgeoisie and the
revisionists, as well as from the pseudo-revolution~
ary and petty-bourgeois leftism',..." On the sur-
face, this appears to be just a platitude --'the
parties face pressure from the bourgeois and revis=~
ionist right 'and from petty-bourgeois "leftism",

.And the next paragraph expresses official
optimism that "...the sister Marxist-Leninist parties
have achieved notable successes in their efforts to .
extend and deepen their links with the masses, ..
to affirm themselves in political life and to extend'
the horizon of their revolutionary work.” In fact,
there has been a series of crises and fiascos a-
mong various parties since the 8th Congress of the
PLA. ' The line of the 8th Congress, which has a
good deal of the responsibility for this, has re-
ceived a stunning rebuff in practice.” But comrade

Alia just shrugs and says everything is fine.

Behind the Platitudes \

However, it should be noted that various parties
that are close to the PLA, or influenced by the
line of the PLA, are giving the view of going to
the right in the hope of gaining mass influence
rapidly., This is their conceptlon of "becommg ‘an
alternative to power", "taking part in political
life", ete. This is supposed to be the way to grow
rapidly.

In this atmosphere, the statements by .comrade
Alia are like wishing mourners at a funeral many .
happy ‘returns of the day.  He is claiming that,
aside from the bourgeoisie and open rev1sionlsts,

the problem in the international communist move- -

ment is petty-bourgeois leftism (so move further to
the right) and that. this is the way to gain mass
influence. These statements, and his Report gen-
erally, encourage liquidationist pressures on the
parties andpetty-bourgeois nationalist conceptions,

The PLA has also, for some time, given, a par-
ticular meaning to its talk .about the "complete
independence" of the partles. It has opposed vari-
ous forms of contact between the Marxist-Leninist

‘partles as a violation of their "complete independ-

ence". Any criticism of the PLA's policies, or of
the stands of those party leaderships that follow
the policies of the 8th and 9th Congresses, is
called a violation of the "independence" of the
parties. It is not supposed to be necessary to deal
with the content of the criticism; simply the fact
that it was made is enough to condemn it. Public
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discussion of the controversial issues in the inter-
national Marxist-Leninism movement is denounced
as an attack on the world movement.. Meanwhile
‘the PLA places brutal behind-the-scenes pressure
on the parties. -

Developments in the
World Anti-Revisionist Movement -

You wouldn't know it from the Report, but
there are important developments going on in the
* world anti-revisionist movement.

) ‘There is a struggle against liquidationist and
petty-bourgeois nationalist influences, but the PLA
actively opposes it,

And there are important struggles in various
countries, For example, the Communist Party of
Iran is organizing against the Khomeini reglme,
and ‘it has armed forces 'in Kurdistan.

But the PLA has supported the Khomeini re-'

.gime., Recently, it has toned down its statements
on Iran. But it has neither renounced its previous
views nor,expressed support for the heroic struggle

of the Iranian workers against the barbaric, cler-- )
For example, ATA reported on Zeri i’}

ical regime,

_ face of the offensive of the bourgeoisie, -
struggle continues,

Popullit hailing the 7th anniVersary of the over-
throw of the reactionary Shah of Iran. Zeri i
Popullit pralsed the developments in Iran since
then. as "safeguardling] the victories from the’
intrigues of superpowers and reaction". (ATA, Feb.
9-11, 1986) (But some sycophants of the PLA
pretend that the PLA never supported the Islamic
Republic regime, while others are still denouncing
those who oppose the Khomeini regime as sup-
posedly ‘trotskyites, pro-imperialists, etc.) \

The building of the Marxist-Leninist parties is
éssential if the workers' movement. is to surge
forward. The PLA leadership's refusal to examine

~its own inadequacies in giving advise to the par- -

ties, and its abandonment of the Marxist-Leninist .
parties, is a dramatic sign of the nonrevolutionary
stand of the 9th Congress. .

But the class-conscious workers and revolution-
ary activists around the world will not abandon the
struggle for socialism, for revolution; for organiza-
tion. . They shall not liquidate the movement in the
The
But it cannot be waged ac-
cording to the mistaken views of the 9th Congress.

‘It can only be successfully waged according to the

revolutionary principles of Marxism-Leninism. <>

!
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DRAWING THE W(_)RKINGV CLASS INTO'TﬂE POLITICAL MOVEMENT

Speech at the Third National Conference
of the Marxist-Leninist Party, USA
Fall 1986 . |

Comrades, »

The factories and other work places ‘are the
most important everyday arenas of the struggle be-
tween the classes. Here the workers are con-
centrated, disciplined by the production process,
enlightened, and welded into organization by the
more or less constant struggle with the employer,

Factory experience and. the economic struggle
are important for mustering the proletarian army
and placing it on the threshold 'of a struggle for
'state power. Much can be learned in the indus-
trial struggle: that capitalist society is based on
exploitation; that underneath the fine words,’ there
is a thinly concealed war between the classes; that
the workers have the power to at least partially
impose their will on the employers Af they are
. united and organized; and a thousand- and one
" other things. -

Taken by Itself, Economic Struggle
Is Inherently Narrow

But, while important, the factory experience is
also inherently narrow. - The working class will
never be able to launch a determined struggle for
the overthrow of capitalism, dnd to establish a
new, socialist society, without a prior period of
_participation in all the important oppositional poli-
tical movements in society at large, i.e., outside
the work places. There are many reasons for this;
let's just touch on four of the. most important.

First, the economic emanc1pat1on of the working
class requires apolitical revolutlon, the conquering
of state power. The workers must intervene on
the political questions as well as the economic.
They face the task of transforming all aspects'of
society.

Second, no matter how ‘vigorous, opposn;mn to
" economic exploitation- alone is not sufficient to
generate the immense amounts of revolutionary

energy that a socialist revolution requires. This |

energy and 1n1t1at1ve can only be released when
the workers take up the struggle agalnst all as-
pects of. their oppression, -Militarism and war,
- racism, cultural blight, police tyranny and bureau-
cratic arrogance, nuclear madness and toxic waste
' poisoning, etc. all produce huge reservoirs of re-

‘sentment and bitterness among the v(rorking masses,

This must be tapped through the political struggle.

' Imbue the Working Class with

Revolutionary Theory and Communist Convictions

Third, everyday factory experience alone is not

broad enough to show the position of the classes '

on all issues;‘to demonstrate the class basis of the
different political trends; to show the class strug-
gle in its entirety.- It cannot by itself give rise to

and substantiate communist convictions and revolu- .

tionary theory. The theory of -the socialist revolu-
tion is based on the scientific understanding of the
entirety of world history.- This cannot be learned
simply from factory experience. This knowledge,
the conclusions of Marxism-Leninism, must be
brought to the workers Dby the Party's agitation
and propaganda. And the workers can only take
this theory up as their own through their direct
participation and experience in both economic and
political struggle, which confirms the correctness
of the Party's line. 'Only this can bring the mass-
es of workers to revolutionary conclusions.

Leader of All the Oppressed
Fourth, only the working class can take up the
role of leader of all the oppressed people, only the

“working class can guide all their manifold struggles

into a coordinated attack an capital. The socialist
revolution itself will be the outcome of the com-
bination of all the 1mportant streams of dlscontent
of all the oppressed: their merger into a raging
river that overflows-all capitalist restraints and
inundates all opposition. This merger can only be

“brought about, when the right conditions present

themselves, through the leading, forceful role of
the proletariat. '

'~ To play this role, the workers must of course
be in these movements. Once awakened to class
consciousness and determined to mold politics to
its will, once participating in the political struggle
not just as individuals but as a class fighting in
its revolutionary interest, the working class will
undoubtedly make sure that the anti-racist fight,
the anti-war struggle, the resistance to the op-
pression of working women, the innumerable other

struggles all target the capitalist class and increase .

the prestige of the revolutionary movement among
the widest masses,

©




Skeptical But Not Politically Active

What is the situation today in this respect?. In

the niain, the workers have not awakened to inde-
pendent political activity.. They usually provide
- numbers when major protest activities have been
organized, but ‘they participate under the leader-
ship of the liberals, the trade union bureaucrats,
and other pro-capitalist forces. ‘Since few such
activities have been organized lately, they have
.mainly been kept out of the oppositional political
movements, except as scattered individuals, And
‘they are not now bringing forward many rank-and-
file activists who take'fesponsibility for organizing

the movement, and not just filling out the ranks.

of the half-hearted activities of -the official lead-
ers,

At the same time, there is a wide political fer-
‘ ment in the class. It is in the working class that
one finds indifference towards and opposition to
the various bourgeois hysteria campaigns. There is
a generalized hatred for the Reaganites. There is
distrust of the Democrats. - And alongside this,
there is a growing alienation from the trade union
" officials, This ferment is shown, among other
things, by the positive reception we receive for
our political leaflets and for the Workers' Advo-
cate, and also by the level of political discussion
in the work places.

' A Typical Example

A typical example of this situation ‘was this
‘year's June 14 anti-apartheid demonstration of
60,000 in New York City. Workers from the food
industry, hospitals, city government, and the Team-
sters Union were there in large numbers,

One reason for this participation was that this

-was one of those rare occasions when a section of

the trade ‘union officialdom consented to call for
mass participation in an anti-apartheid action.
Yet, although the workers participated under the
leadership of the trade union bureaucrats, this did
not mean that the stand of the workers and the
trade union hacks was the same. The contradic-
tion between the capitulationist hacks and the
rank-and-file workers would come out vividly at
this action.

What did the union bureaucrats do at the ac-
tion? Their stand on the anti-apartheid struggle is
not sincere, and they oppose the revolutionary
movement in ‘South Africa,
the demonstration was just a posture used to prop
up their credibility among the workers. So at the
demonstration there was the usual reformist at-
tempt to make the rally a platform for the Demo-
crats and their proposals for pressuring Botha into
some minor reforms. - ’

Their participation in |
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‘But - the working masses do not have these
sentiments. As the Workers' Advocate reported-
"...When the rally organizers tried to :
parade NY Mayor Ed Koch as a suppor-
ter of blacks in South Africa they suf-
fered a fiasco. Koch is a notorious
racist, well-known for unleashing a rei'gh
of police terror on the black people in
New York. Thus: when Koch tried to
speak in Central Park, he was booed offt
the stage to the chants of Koch Go
Home!' '
"Various trade union bureaucrats were
also booed. As well, the playing of the
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U.S. imperialist national anthem was

loudly jeered. At the Harlem rally, sell

out black congressman Charles Rangel

received similar treatment."* ("On the

anniversary of the Soweto uprising ~-

60,000 march against apartheid in New

York", Workers' Advocate, July 1)

There was also a favorable reception to our

literature, and slogans, as is to be expected.

A Contradictory Situation ~

~ This is a contradictory situation. Large-scale
workers' contingents generally don't participate in
a political demonstration, except in those rare in-
stances when the trade union leaders mobilize for

it. This is as if workers will only agree with the.

politics espoused by the union bureaucracy. Yet
when there is mass working class participation,
there is a marked tendency for the workers to
stomp all over the bourgeois respectability, pa-
triotism, and pro-Democratic Party politics of these
same leaders.

Mass Working Class Participation Strengthens
the Oppositional Character of the Struggle

This sentiment of the rank-and-file workers
provides a hint of how large-scale participation of
workers would strengthen the oppositional political
. movements today, such as the movements against
apartheid and against U, S. aggression in Central
America.,

These two movements are faced with major

problems. For the time being, the official leaders
are mainly reformists and liberals beholden to the
Democratic Party; that is, to imperialism.” They do

their best to impose a tame and cringing style on
the movement, a style that reeks 'of the liberal

bourgeoisie and of a petty bourgeoisie aspiring to
respectability and positions from the ruling class.
For example, there were the respectable mink coat
type protests of apartheid, and the tame, explicitly
non-militant "die-ins" and silent vigils of the paci-
fists against aid to the contras. The petty bour-
geois reformists complain about the various crimes
of imperialism, but trail behind the pro-imperialist
liberals all-the same, adamant against doing any-
thing that would cause the Democrats to be upset
with them.

Large-scale participation of the workers, not
only as marchers but as activists, would strength-
en ‘these movements in many ways. In numbers

certainly, but also in militancy, and in the moral "

authority that working class participation gives.. It
would provide the crucial base for challenging the
liberal domination of the movement. :

What Kind of Participation?

Clearly, of course, the key question is not
simply workers' participation, but premsely what
kind of participation.

The workers spontaneously grav1tate toward
militancy, class consciousness, hostility to the
demagogy of opportunists, The example of the
N.Y. anti-apartheid demonstratiomn is fairly typical.

But there is a big difference between a class
groping around, spontaneously gravitating toward
militancy, and a class that is standing up for class
struggle, a class whose advanced section is putting .
forward its own conscious revolutionary goals.
The more the workers' participation is based on
indepéndent, revolutionary politics, the more the
oppositional character and striking force of the
political movements are reinforced and sharpened.

How Is the Giant To Be Awakened?

The quest‘ion -.is posed: how is thls to be ac-
complished in practice? ‘It requires dedication and
determination on the part of the advanced, con-
scious section of ‘the working class -- and from
the activists who have come to understand where
the class forces are that can bring down the capi-
talist hell.
able mood toward political action among the work-
ers, so that the workers both demand mass action:
and bring forward their own rank-and-file activ-
ists; and (2) the continued all-round work of the
Party to build up the workers' independent politi-
cal movement. .

‘The Objective Situation is _latin'ing

A more favorable mood, a deeper felt desire
for political protest, thé determination to become
organizers of the movement despite overtime, over-
work, company spies, and a thousand and one
obstacles, will certainly emerge in connection with
the deeper economic crisis in the country, with the
throwing of more people into impoverishment and
desperation. As Lenin remarked, the inevitability
of revolution stems from the fact that tens of mil-
lions of people say that "Rather 'than live and
starve, we prefer to die for the revolution." (Re-
port at the 5th All-Russian Congress of Soviets,
Collected Works, vol. 27, p.518)

Here too it would be a simplifi€ation to just
leave it at the economic factor. The economic
decay of capitalism goes hand in hand with politi~
cal crises. And the spontaneous turn of the work-
ing class to struggle is also inseparably connected
with political factors:® the youth again being

_shoved into Vietnam-style wars of aggression;.the

exposure of the government in connection with

What is needed are (1) a more favor- ,



racist outrages in Soweto or in Brooklyn; the po-
lice shooting down, say, strikers or unemployed
demonstrators; and so on. The will to act, to
protest, to demonstrate also matures in these life
and death political situations. - These are also
spiritual life and death questions where the in-

dividual feels that there is no alternative to strug-

gle, except that of losing all self-respect and d1g—
nity. ) .

The Spontaneous Factor Can Not Substitute
. for Organization -

But a more favorable mood for struggle among
the masses by itself solves little without organiza-
tion. There are many examples of mass upsurges
that came and went. The struggle to organize, the
struggle for consciousness, determines 4 great deal
of the fate of the mass clashes. The prior organ-
ization of a workers' political party to provide a
core of somewhat experienced leaders is invaluable
to provide organizational ability, theory, political
understanding and depth, 'skill at combatting op-
portunism, tactical knowledge, and so forth. And
this party we must build up now, even though the
masses have not fully awakened. Furthermore, all
. the preparatory work of today, the mass struggles
and the organizational work, is inseparably con-
nected with helping to create a more favorable
mood for struggle.

To the non-political person, it looks like Catch

22: you must not wait for the ‘inevitable mass up-

" surge to build the party; but prior to the upsurge,

few workers and activists come forward to take up
consistent revolutionary work. -And, on the non-
political level, the only way party building is view-
~ed is in terms of constant numerical growth,"
But even in this period of ebb in the mass

movement, the Party has been able to find ways to

" maintain' contact with the masses. This has re-
quired the Party to .sharpen ‘its understanding of
theory, of tactics, of agitational and organizational
methods, and these lessons are precisely the ones
that will be invaluable for the future struggle.
The Party has gained a multi-faceted exper1ence in
the ‘work to build. up the workers' independent
political movement in this difficult time. And it
has ‘also utilized this experience to help sum up
-the rich experiences of the mass upsurge of the
60's and early 70's so.that the hard-won lessons of
this period will not be lost.

It is through all this work that we are main-
taining a network of ties to the workers; to the
masses. And the ties and mass influence built now

are important for the fate of the revolutionary’
When revo-.

trend that will be kicked loose’ later.
lutionary sentiment rises among the masses, new
advanced elements are buoyed up by the mass
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sentiment and come forward to devote themselves
to struggle. But everythmg is not peaches and
cream, :

There are dead ends, and there is an intense
struggle against disorganiéation, against opportunist
adventurers, against the dead hand of bourgeo1s
theories and practices, even against the view that
nothing can be done because the masses are too
backward. Every new wave of workers and ac-,
tivists has to learn the lessons -of struggle in their
own way.
Without the preparatory work of today, the move-
ment of the future will be left to the agony of
learning everything from scratch, and it will suffer

"the pain of having to repeat again and again all
sorts of avoidable mistakes. It will inherit nothing.

from the past but a mass of mistakes ‘and oppor-
tunist pre_]ud1ces to repud1ate.

The flip- side of this is that with preparatory
work today, with the establishment of an unbroken
tradition of struggle from the past upsurge to the
future, the 'stage will be set for the fastest devel-
opment of revolutionary organization, for the max-
imum extension of the revolutionary organization
of  the Workmg class. ;

Bring Pohtns Into the Factoriw

Our work to free the workmg class movement
from bourgeois political influence focuses on the
factories., This is the center of the work to or-
ganize the working class. This must not only be

-the scene of the economic struggle, but also a

base for approachmg the workers politically and
orgamzmg participation in the political struggle.

We cannot build a pro-party trend in the fac-
tories ‘without drawing the advanced workers mto
the political mass movements. Economic agitation
by itself is too narrow. Since the latter 1970's in
particular, the Party has acquired much experience

in drawing the workers at the plants into the . -
' Party's poht1ca1 campaigns, whether they be the:

anti-imperialist struggle, the anti-racist struggle, -
_or agitation against the electloneerl,ng of the bour- -

geois parties. We also acquired a lot of experience
fighting against the react1onary anti-busing move-
ment '

N s

The Ant,i—Raclst Movement and the Bu:ilding
- .of the Pro-Party Trend

For example, the Party fought hard against the’
racist anti-busing movement.  Our work in this
struggle put us in the center of the political mo-
tion in the working class in various cities when

' this issue was hot (Boston, Seattle, JLouisville, and
-others)."
:mstrumental in gathermg together the pro-party

And there were times when this work was

s

But the work can go faster or slower.
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" In¥ general, we have experience in the fight
against racist attacks and how this relates to the
building of the pro-party trend. The 1984 speech
at the Second National Conference on our work at
Roswell Hospital in Buffalo discussed the relation-

ship between.the city-wide anti-racist movement-

and the byilding of the pro-party trend. And the
previous speech on the Noah Roisten case has al-
ready dealt ‘with some of these issues in depth.

‘[Seé elsewhere in this issue of the Supplement for

the speech on the Noah Roistén case. The speech
"On the struggle against national oppression at
Roswell Park hospital in Buffalo" was printed in
the Sumlement of March 15 1985. 1

f:k T . Inthe 1980'

By the early-1980's, we-had built up literature
distribution networks in quite a few work places.
We once again.launched various local workers'
newspapers and drew around them rank—and-flle
workers who suggested articles, participated in
editing sessions, and so forth. 'Many pro-party
workers showed activity with us in the anti-nu-
clear ‘and anti-draft movements, In turn, this ac-
tivity strengthened the work of the party and pro-
party trénd ‘in the econormc struggle at the work
place, = . P

*This work-suffered setbacks in the face of the
large-scale layoffs, plant ¢losings, and general dis-
location of the economic crisis of the 80's.
is also the ebb"in- the political mass movement.

It has required the flexibility and steadfastness
of the Party to counter these’' conditiéns. - This

Conference has' distussed” the methods our  Party.
has: used to 'maintain &nd improve .contact with the’
masses and to stay'at the'center of ‘the flurries of .

struggle -that continue ‘to' break out. including the

_ present re-emergence of ‘the strike movement. Nor
has the ‘Party accepted the bétrayal by’ the oppor-

tunist> -leaders” that™ has h‘amstruiig the’ political
mass movements m these years -of the Reagan ad-
mmlstratlon.b A Sro el

Unceasing Political Agltation i

2 ‘,,,45 Sl

And' what'is: fhe situation today wn:h respect to
ourefforts‘to draWw "warkersi<inté the'city-wide:

political moveinents, suchas the- ac‘tioris“'}j)rotesting.

South -African apartheid ‘and -U.S. aggression 'in
‘Central America? ' Just ‘as our Party has tefused to
fold its harids in./front ‘¢f ‘the- dislocation in the

féactories, it has not backed down £rom revolution-’

ary’ agitatlon in the face of the reformist sabotage
of the political movements, -All.our branches have
vigérous work going 'on the burting political igsues.
+%iPhiswork- is takén-to ‘the ‘factories. and work

There

" the economic: struggle.

*_ community:' came to .the . rally,
.came on the .wrong 'day).

“excited about the: action.

places. Through leaflets, local newspapers, the
distribution of the Workers' Advocafe, discussions
with active workers, and other means, the political
issues' are- constantly brought to the workers, It's

‘true that in.the present conditions only a small

number of workers in each city take part in open
independent political action. But in the deadly

‘political lull of recent years, this too is significant

and verifies that-.contact is being mamtained with
the masses. _ )
Now, it's understood that this work is difficult.

It's not stretching it too much to joke that the °
first problem in some cities is how to fimd the -

political movement. Of course, the situation varies
from city to<city and in different movements.

But .along a broad front, the branches of our
Party are defying these and other difficulties. We
are persisting in the crucial work of politically
mobilizing the working class. A few examples of
this follow. :

An Anti-Apartheid Action .

For one thing, our Party has called its own ac-
tions. It is true that today the workers are quite
hesitant to come out to activities in defiance of
the official leaders.’  But the work of & political
trend can ‘either r‘einforce this hesitation or help
break through it. . s

One example was-in the" anti- apartheld solidarity -

‘movement where we organized a,march and rally in
a 'working class community and centered work on a

factory where the Party-had strong influence in
The leaflets of the Party
in preparation for this action were well—receivéd,
and workers put anti-apartheid stickers up on the
production line -- a sort of moving industrial mar-
quee, ' The community too: was quite supportive.
Afterwards, when comrades approached contacts in
the’ community about the sgeventh anniversary of
the Nicaraguan revolution, some of them suggested

another demonstration as part of the campaign .

against U.S.-aid to the contras.
. About a dozen youth fram the commumty came,
out ‘to this march. Some  other people from the

from the factory didn't come (except for ‘one.who
On one hand, the
workers ‘in" the factory:: and the community: were-
But on the other hand,
the 'factory supporters of the Party's work' were
not yet willing to come to an independent action,
organized outside the channels of the official mis—
leaders and ‘trade union bureaucrats. .

What was the balance sheet from this action in
terms of drawing the workers from the particular.
factory:into the political action? Vulgarly speak-
ing, it was -a shutout. “But in fact it helped estab~

Yet the workers

\




lish the idea of political action in the community,
and - it carried the anti-apartheid movement into
the factories where our Party works., It was a
link in the chain of consistent agitation in the
~working class. Meanwhile 'the reformists and

liberals in the anti-apartheid movement were doing:

nothing in this city but activities aimed at promot-
ing the prestige of the mink coat crowd,

In Support of the Nicaraguan People

Another good example of -the Party's independ-
ent actions took place this year in Chicago for the
July 19 anniversary of Nicaragua's revolution. The

- comrades organized two simultaneous propaganda
marches through working class areas to a park for
a rally, 'These marches created some excitement
and had positive effect along their routes. A
number of workers from the community attended
“the rally, One Salvadoran had been at an oppor-
‘tunist-organized picnic earlier that day, and he
was ircensed at what he described as their "selling
out of the revolution and of the FMLN".

One of the significant things was that pro-
party Mexican workers participated in the action
and were able to directly experience the progres-
sive sentiment of the American masses against
Ronbo's imperialism. It is extremely important for
the ‘workers of different nationalities to be brought
into the general movement as well as taking part
in the revolutionary movement of their nationality.

There is-no other way than through political ac-,

tion for such activists to see the class struggle

/that -exists in this country. And if each national-
ity is kept in its' own shell, there is ultimately no
pro-party trend. ‘

Independent Contingents' in Reformist-Dominated

Actions

'. .The previous two examples concern actions that
the Party called. But there are also opportunities
to draw the workers: into the political movement
when the reformist coalitions call demonstrations

' —— provided these actions have at least something
of -a mass. character. Of.course, the point here is
not to.organize the workers behind the reformist
politics, but instead to unfold revolutionary work
that appeals to the. progressive sentiment of the
masses -at .these actions. OQur Party puts together
anti-imperidlist or other progressive contingents
for such demonstrations’ all the time, - ,

Our :Party does not seek to keep the workers
ignorant of the existence of the opportunists,.but
to have the workers understand the struggle of
trends and take a conscious role in it.

tions, .we have also brought active workers to

neighborhoods.

. trict of. Berkeley and .onto campus.

Besides or-.
ganizing contingents at ref ormist-called demonstra—~
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various opportunist-called meetings of interest .so -
-that they can see for themselves what the situa~-
tion in the left is today.

Use Bvery Occasion to Develop the Politlcalv
' Interest of the Workers

There are other ways to draw the workers 1nto
politics in the prevailing conditions, even if at_a-
low level. In connection with our Party's varipus-. B
delegations to or visits of Nicaragua, good use was
made of slide shows in living room presentations
suited for workers who would not g0 so far as to
attend a much more formal, public meeting, Less-
close contacts were visited and shown photographs
of the tour. These seem like only a low level of
actlyity, but carried on' unceasingly they help
develop the political consciousness of our contacts
and develop our politicdl ties during this period.
Comrades in one area have been using a VCR to
show contacts various videos, such as one from
Nicaragua and one on the Spanish Civil War.

l!-ing the lovement to the Worken

As well as drawing the workers into the move-
ment, we can sometimes succeed in bringing the
movement to the workers. In this category are ,
some of our propaganda marches in working class
There.are other examples as ‘well.

A particularly mteresting demonstration of this.
.type occurred in Berkeley on.June 17 this year,
(The July Workers' Advocate reported on ‘this in
the article "Bay Area activists take militant anti-
apartheid actions to the masses".) There was a
"BART alert" called by activists around Campaign
Against Apartheid (CAA). A debate took place in-
side CAA on what kind of demonstration to have. .

' It has become somewhat traditional for these
"BART aleits" to march around the commercial dis-
Our comrades
‘however argued for a break from this tradition-in °
favor of a march through a poor, ‘working class
neighborhood of Berkeley and north Oakland.
After much debate the majority of the new wave
of activists in the CAA decided to go among the
workers. As a result, 150 activists took to the
streets. with such slogans as "Revolution 'yes!
Apartheid no! Death to apartheid blow by blow!"
Slogans like this were shouted non-stop for a num-
ber of miles. You can imagine the amount of en—
thusiasm and excitement this caused in the neigh-
borhood: families on porches with clenched fists,
youth stopping a soccer game to line up at the
fence and cheer, hundreds of our leaflets passed
out along the route, !

Perhaps one of the most signincant things. ‘_is
the way that this action concretely demonstrated
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to the new activists that the path forward for the /
mass movement is precisely to appeal directly to

the working class w1th/revolut10nary politics. Such

experience of warm response from the. working

class blows away tons of anti-working class slan- _
ders used by social-democrats and others to try to
keep the activists' hopes pinned on getting liberal

charity from the Democrats in Congress. And it

showed how.to use m111tant mass actions as an im-

portant means of broadenmg and deepenmg the.
movement,

Pressures to Downplay Political Agitation
e : } o .

These are just a few examples.

‘This work can only be maintained by remaining
vigilant against the pressures to downplay the
work. of drawing the workers into political strug-
gle. Even the present re-emergence of the strike
movement can add to these pressures. The politi-
cal ferment, the hatred for Reagan's policies, while
widespread, is generally not red-hot; that is, it is
not at the point where workers are anxious to
take militant political action in defiance of the
class collabgrationism of the trade.union bureau-
crats and reformists. ‘At the same time, fights
against concessions are becoming more numerous.

Adding these two things up, the economic front

"can tend to look more exciting. This acts as a
pressure toward narrowing our work in the fac-
tories to only the economic struggle. If we don't
stay real conscious of this, then we could be suck-
ed in the direcfion of narrow trade unionism, All
sorts of problems could then arise: from forget-
ting the role of the Party in the wox’k; and forget-~
ting the role of political agitation; to searching for
a magical organizational form that is supposedly all |
that is needed for big successes in organizing.

Conditions Always Exist t'orv Political Agitation

It is important to remember that the conditions /|
always exist for political agitation of one sort or
another. And political agitation is not only an es-
sential part of any serious political struggle, but it
is also a form of drawing the workers into the
political movement even if at present the workers
often stay at the lower level of activity of not
combining the reading and discussion of leaflets
with mass political actions and mdependent organ-
ization.

In the last few years, we have become more
adept at tapping into the existing political ferment.
And even the style of our leaflets has defimtely
improved. There is, for instance, use of expres-
sions that the workers themselves use, which
makes ,the literature more accessible to them.

. yards in Seattle.

When the neo-revisionists talked about how they

‘used "the workers' language", they were usmg this
phrase to forbid revolutionary politics ‘and, in
reality, to speak only the language of vulgar trade
unionism (not to mention vulgarity itself). They"
were so consumed with making themselves more
acceptable to one and all that they forgot Marxism
and the revolution. We refused to do this. We.
knew that when the political foundations are weak,
and you start becoming infatuated with questions
of- style, you are quickly lost in the wilderness.

, Our concern was to re-establish a communist, a

Marxist-Leninist tradition in the U.S. first and
foremost, and, only on this basis could one find a
way to make revolutionary politics more accessible
to the masses, gradually cut down on the rhetori-

- cal buzzwords, utilize ‘more popular expressions,

and so on. And. so, in a way, the increasingly
popular style of our agitation in the last few years
is one more vindication of these views and the

- fight against neo-revisionism.

“What political agitation requires is sensitivity to
the mass political currents. Then one will always
find that there is some current Reaganite campaign
to denounce, such as the bombing of Libya or
repression in the name of drug testing. But there
are other, perhaps less obvious openings. as well.

Combining Anti-Inperialist Agitation with

the Economic Struggle .
Let me,-prow‘/ide an example from the large ship-
For -a number of years, virtually
all of the work has been Navy warships. Here,
where the. workers' everyday life is connected to
imperialist war preparations, there is also consis~
tent interest in anti-imperialist agitation. Whether
it was the anti-draft agitation of 1980 or the ex--
posure of Reagan -for bombing Libya last Spring,
the distribution of leaflets is generally fairly high,
And this is in .the war industry itself. (To those

- ‘'who‘equate industrial workers with right-wing red-

necks, .they'd think the - flgures were astronoml-
Qal...).

But there is another angle from whlch to try to
tap into the anti-militarist sentiment. =The Navy
has been actively and openly pushing for. wage
concessions so. that the shipyard capitalists. can

‘retain the $ame or better profit levels while the

Navy gets, more warship for the buck, .This eco-

" nomic struggle, the exposure of the role -of -the
'Navy in the concessions offenswe, has been used

as a springboard for developing ag;tatlon directly

‘'against the imperialist political purposes of these

Naval warships.

The combination of the economic and political
agitation in this war industry is particularly useful
for showing to the more politically backward sec-

| _tion of workers the anti-working: class:nature of

,




U.S. war preparations, using the economic struggle
as a starting point. (Of course, whenever possible,
we spread the news of upcoming anti-war and

anti-intervention demonstrations in the shipyards..

The actual turnout hasibeen very low, but impor-
tant ideas are communicated in the process of call-
ing on the workers to participate.)

It Is Communism That Gives the Working Class
- Its Political Voice

Comrades,

We are the only organized, nation-wide political
force in the U.S. that concentrates on drawing the
working class into political activity in its own,
revolutionary interests. Only the supporters of
class struggle, of whom the revolutionary Marxist-
Leninists are the core, want the working class to
bring forward its own activists who struggle and
organize in defiance of the pro—capitahst forces.

The pro—capn:ahst forces simply want the work-
ers to be cannon-fodder in wars, voting fodder in
elections, and servile camp followers who fill out
the numbers of bourgeois rallies. They don't want
the working class to have its own voice, for this
would spell the beginning of the end for them,
They don't want truly mass working class partic-
ipation, in the political movement, because the
workers would tend to go out of their control.
They organize to keep the militant working class

out of the movements; for the time being, they |

‘rarely even organize events at which the working
class is recruited in any numbers. .

The AFL-CIO basically just wants the workers
to vote Democratic every two or four years., The
black bourgeois politicians try to confine the black
workers to being concerned only with getting the
privileges, posts, and contracts for the upper
strata; nowadays, only rarely do they call for the
masses to come to sizeable demonstrations, Mean-
while the social-democrats and ref ormist liquidators
try to eke out an existence by currying favor with
the labor bureaucrats, the liberals, and the black
reformists, - .

The coalitions, formed by the reformwts and
liberals occasmnally appeal for worker participa-
tion. : But when the reformists talk of "labor" they
are generally thinking about the labor bureaucrats.
They only want the rank-and-file workers for
numbers, while they are excited over their contacts
‘with the trade union bureaucrats. They demand
that the coalitions and demonstration be acceptable
and useful to the corrupt and imperialist labor
traitors in ‘the AFL-CIO, to the cynical imperialist

politicians, to the church officialdom, to the liberal
bourgeoisie of every stripe. And then the refor-
mists. (including the would-be Marxist liquidators)
congratulate themselves for having the right tac-

/

~ of the bourgeoisie,

.to give militant appeals?’

.
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tics' for organizing the workers

Things have gone so- far that the reformlst-
dommated actions usually display a lack of interest
in any serious leafleting of factories and working
class communities, Sometimes ‘it is not even felt
necessary to publicize the actions to the masses at
all. . .

But even when the reformists do organize
workers for some actions, they seek to keep ‘the
workers politically enslaved. This can be seén in
the political content of the actions called by these
coalitions, in the speakers on the platform, in the
urge for respectability and big-name liberal figures,
in the plans to lobby Congress for some Democra-
tic Party plan. No, rather than encourage the:
working class and activists to rise up in struggle,
it is much more to the liking of the reformists to’
gut demonstrations of all oppositional politics.

Utilize All Actions With a Mass Character‘_.‘ :

Neverfheless it is possible for us to take part
in such demonstrations, that is, those with a mass
character, in a way that helps increase the politi-
cal consciousness of the workers, We unite with
the sentiment of the masses to oppose the crimes
And these actions can be im- .
portant- arenas for clarifying the difference be- '
tween class struggle and reformism to the workers
and to thus provide them with important schooling
in how to fight for independent politics.

, Soweto Day 1985 in Seattle

v -

An interesting example took place on
Soweto Day, June 16, 1985, in Seattle. The re-~
formists had called a demonstration to march
through the middle of the black community. It
sounds rather militant, and it was a high point of
their activity, but it was basically the result of a

- factional fight between different sections of refor-

mists, These groups had been holding typical mink
coat protests for half a yearyll)y then, But in the
struggle between the different reformist liquidators
as to who should control the anti-apartheid move-
ment, an attempt had to be made to appear to
have something to 'do with the community. - This
was particularly because the spring of '85 had seen
the outbreak of campus actions across the country,
many of which went beyond the tame confines the
liberals had in mind..

So the reformists called for a Soweto Day
march through the black community. But this did
not mean that they wanted to concentrate on or-
ganizing the masses for such a demonstration and
Heavens‘'no!. Can you
imagine having spirited black workers demanding
revolutionary change? Such a thing could get out
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years of reformist "united front" work to become
respectable in the eyes of "the Democratic Party
locally.

The result was that the reformists had little in-

terest in doing much public work for the demo,;

with two exceptions: 1) they posted up a few an—
ncuncements; 2) they arranged for the march to
begin at the main church of the black bourge0151e
_ and petty bourgeoisie, and for the keynote speaker
‘at this rally point to be the .Church's pastor, a
reformist political figure in the black community.
‘We however intended to use the occasion to let
the masses express their militant anti-apartheid
" sentiment and to render support- for the .revolu-
tionary struggle in South Africa. We mobilized to
- the maximum. We published a leaflet with & stun-
ning poster on the back. We did an impressive
plastering of sections of the city with it.” We ran
the leaflet through our usual areas: factories,
-door to door in the black community (including the
key high school), the University of Washington and
a community college. We sought to draw our con-
tacts into all this work.
' Meanwhile, the reformists (including the "Marx-~

ist" liquidators) were fuming at all this and de--

nouncing us (behind our backs) to all who would
listen ~-- for trying to prevent people from coming
to the demonstration! How is this? Weé bhad a
1/4" square hammer and sickle on our poster! ' (It
" can be noted that the hammer and sickle repre-
sents to those resolute "Marxists" of the "Line of
March" organization and other liquidators what the
Cross does to Dracula). Of course the real reason
for their frenzy was not that the workers are
afraid of the hammer and sickle, but that the
" liberals and Democratic Party politicians are. They
feared that our agitation in support of revolution
in South Africa, and its response among the mass-
es, would damage their own carefully constructed
alliance with the liberals, the black bourgeois
politicians, preachers, and other reformists. The
coalition of course, "delicately" avoided any refer-
ence to overthrowing". the. South African racists
or "revolution". .
And what happened at the actlon" Something
like 300-500 people came to the demonstration,
The black preacher did not call on his parishioners
to attend the rally, and hundreds of them in.their
three-piece suits and fur coats walked right past
the rally with their noses in the air! Then, the
preacher's speech focussed on denouncing, not the
racists, but communism (!) in South Africa, railing
that blacks did not need communists telling them
what to do! So the reformists subordinated every-
thing to pleasing the black preachers, who then

kicked them squarely in the teeth for their trou-

ble.

_This ‘would throw into jeopardy all the

N

On the march itself, the militant and revolu-

- tionary slogans 1ntroduced by our Party were the

ones. taken up with the most enthusiasm by the
marchers. The same goes for our picket signs,
The march was pretty militant. The masses along
the route 'were enthusiastic, ' ‘

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE
'THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THR
MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY, USA

FALL 1986
.Rank—and-ﬁle actlon agamst the Reaganite
offensive »
The Democratic Party is the other ta(':e of
‘Reaganism N

Draw the workers into the political movement

Build the party in the work places

Build the workers' press

The historic mission of the working class -~
putting and end to capitalist society

Against the union bureaucracy /

Against reformist liquidationism

Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles in
Central America

' Greetings to the Marxist-Leninist communists of

the world

oOn differences in the mternational Marxist-Leninist
movement

Message to the Marxist-Leninist Party of N1caragua
(MAP-ML) :

Message -to the Communist Party of Iran

Message to the Communist Organization-Workers'

' Policy of Portugal

in The Workers' Advocate of November 15, 1986,
vol, 186, #11 '

SPEECHES FROM THE CONFERENCE

*Trends in the strike movement
*Speech on work in the 1985 Chrysler strike
in The Supplement of December 10, 1986

‘Introductlon to the Third Natlonal Conference
*Building an in-plant distribution network
in The Supplement of January 20, 1987

*The Defensel of Noah Roisten

*Drawing the Working Class into the Political
Movement )

in this issue of The Workers' Advocate Supplement

And see coming issues.




. In Closing

One final point. In the last few years, at a

‘time when the political movement has generally’

been held in check, nevertheless, the party's po-
litical work, its agitation and tactics, have ad-
vanced in several directions. Perhaps one could
say that because the movement has been down, we
have had to advance our agitation and tactics. .

One can note more sophistication in combining
higher and lower forms of struggle. There is also
more skill in popularizing the style and language
of our leaﬂets, making them much more readable

| opportunism,
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for the workers. T
And we aret*learning to maneuver better, s0:8s

to unite with the militant aspirations of.the masses
despite the diehard opposition thrown up: by the:
reformist and class-¢ollaborationist leaders. To
build a pro-party trend, the workers must have ex-
perience with the treachery and overall vileness of

a variety of tactics that give the workers this ex~ =

_perience. : o B

All this work to draw the workers into the
political struggle are indispensible preparations for -
the future revolutionary upsurge. R+

o

We are improving our skill at using
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THE DEPENSE OF NOAH ROISTEN

1]
Continued from the front page

used the anti-busing mo\/eme;nt to organize numer-
ous extremely vicious, racist gangs. And these

gangs have continued to operate with the full.

cooperation of the police and authorities, In the
past .ten years over a dozen black workers and
youth have been murdered by these gangs.
is hard to find a black person in Boston who has
not been physically attacked or threatened by

. these cowardly racists. _
is considerable sentiment among the

~ There
masses on this question. - The youth, in particular,
have a healthy spirit of resistance to the racists.
Over a period of years, this has forced the racists
to retreat somewhat.

Black Bourgeoisie Stonewallé Every Attempt
' to Organize Mass Resistance

N

But the bourgeois community leaders and politi-
cians have stonewalled every attempt to organize
mass resistance to, or even protests against, the

racist violence. Four years ago',.‘when William At-
kinson was murdered by a gang of racists in the

Savin Hill area, the District Attorney went to out-
rageous lengths to let the racists off the hook,
He even invented the absurd theory that William
Atkinson was hit by a train, not beaten to death,
even though the physical evidence refuted this
theory. The masses, both black and white working
people, were outraged. But the black bourgeoisie
refused to, organize a single protest, The liberal
white ministers actually made more noise‘about the
murder of William Atkinson than did the so-called
leaders of the black community.

So naturally, when Noah comes along and suc-
cessfully resists the racists, the last thing the
black bourgeoisie is going to.do is rally to his
defense. That would give too much encouragement
to mass resistance. It would upset their plans for
deals with the white bourgeoisie. It would disrupt

" their drive to set up their own place in the capi-

talist sun, )
Shortly after he was arrested, Noah's family ap-~
proached the NAACP to see if they would provide
legal assistance. But the NAACP demanded $50,000
before they would even consider the case. Such

was the typical response of the black bourgeoisie

towards the defense of Noah Roisten.
.And the Reformists?

. .

Not only did the black bourgeois -organizations
refuse to help Noah, but the reformists and li-
quidators, those "left" slaves of the liberals, have

i

And it

‘Party. .

also, in general, shied away from the case. Ten
years ago the neo-revisionists [Maoists and others
who postured as if they were against revisionism
and revisionist capitulation to the bourgeoisie].
would have been in a rush to form a defense com-
mittee for Noah. But today -- in the period of
Reaganism and revisionist liquidationism -- they
consider even a defense committee to be in the
way of their opportunist maneuvering in the
_11beral- labor marsh, 0

A'l'he Black Workers Had a Dittereht View

“Yet, while the black bourgeoisie and the "left"

. camp followers of the liberals turned away from

Noah, among the black working masses there was
tremendous support for the kind of stand that
Noah took. Thus there was a vacuum in the lead-
ership of the movement which provided an opening
for our work.to develop.

Years of Party Agitation Against Racist Attacks

Of course, we would not have been able to take
advantage of the situation had the Party not al-
ready had its own strong, independent agitation on
the' anti-racist front and had we not.established
strong ties with the workers, in particular with
the transit workers.

Since the mid-seventies our Branch has main-
tained a very vigorous program of agitation on the
anti-racist front in Boston. It has participated in
and promoted the major battles against the racist
offensive.. This included such struggles as the
fight to integrate Carson Beach, the trouncing of
some South Boston Marshals: when they attacked
our meeting for the Montreal internationalist rally
in 1978, and the routing of the KKK in 1982. This
work has won the Party a lot of respect among
the workers., And it has played an important role
in the development of our work and contacts in
the work places.

Thus vigorous revolutionary agitation on the -
anti-racist front is not something new for our
The revolutionary agitation that we have
done historically put the Party in the position to
seize on the Noah Roisten case and to develop a
campaign of agitation around it.

Building .the Party's Ties Among
’ ‘Transit Workers

Equally important to the building of defense for
Noah was our extensive ties with workers from the
MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority).

‘In 1980 the Boston Branch took a decision to




" including the 'MBTA workers.

-

-was quite/ popular,
. anti-racist agitation,

develop work among the public sector and service
workers. These workers form the largest section
of the class in the city of Boston. As well, there
are almost no factories of significant size inside
Boston. So the public and service sector workers
are especially important. In 1980 we began inves-
tigating the motion of the public sector workers,
And we developed a
large volume of agitation on their struggles, whlch
flared up in 1981 and 1982. .

We paid particular. attention to the transit
workers, The T is important not only because it
holds significance for the economic struggle, but
also ‘because it is one of the places. where ithe
ant1-rac1st struggle is sharpest in the city. ‘At the
same - t].me, both the management and the union on
the T are closely tied the Democratic Party ma-

‘chine and are extremely racist. In addition, about
-eighty percent of all racist attacks in Boston are

carried out on T property. Numerous black work-

‘ers have been . physically attacked on the job.
Nearly all workers have w1tnessed or -broken up

racist attacks,
Our work among the transit workers went fairly

well from the beginning even though our distribu-
tion of literature was limited by the physical dis-,
Qur agitation for |

persion of the transit workers.
the economic struggle --/developed against the
complete and open sellout by the union officials --
Even more popular was our

By maintaining a vigorous
and timely program of leaflet agitation on econom-

_ic and political issues, and by carefully.guiding the

day-to-day struggle among the transit workers, we

were able to develop ties with a number of mili-

tant transit workers fairly rapidly.

Ties With the Militants

;. ,,Thesl_ex\‘ militants proved to be quite valuable in

deepening -our agitation on the antirracist front.

For example, in the spring of 1983 our T contacts

gave us important information to expose the cover
up the government.was carrying out to let the
murderers: of William Atkinson off the hook. 'The

T militants .also prov1ded us with the information

we -needed to deepen our economic agltatlon.
By .1985 .we had built up a large contact net-

‘work.- of workers _who . we could see outside -of

work. And there were many more who we could
distribute the Boston Worker to on the job. A few
of the militants ‘would also help us distribute the
Boston Worker intermitténtly. .And every once in

-a while one of these workers would go to a de-

monstration  with us. Nevertheless, in no way
could _we say that these contacts constituted a
stable pro-party network or group.

" Through these contacts we have had eyes and

N
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\ .
ears everywhere. And we have been able to lead a
number of small struggles on  the job. For in-
stance, in January of 1985 we initiated a petition

- demanding the reinstatement of a black T worker

(who was' then pregnant) who had beén suspended
for defending herself from a racist attack. Within
a week, with the help ,of our party contacts, we
had nearly half of\ the workers on the Red Line
sign the petition,
back off and re-instate this worker. We quickly
reported this victory in the Boston Worker, and a
number of workers helped us circulate the paper,

It was the extensive /contacts and influence
among the workers on the T,[ developed through
our straight-up Party agitation, that enabled us to
initiate and broaden the campaign to défend Noah
Roisten, .

T Workers Come to the Party to
Bxpose the Racist Cover-up

i

It was on the evening of June 1, 1985 that
\l
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to Orgamze Mass Resistance , , .. , .
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Years of Party Agitation Against Racist
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Noah . . .. .............. 28
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"Noah and hlS Iriends were attacked by a racist
gang and Noah killed Joseph Hennaghan in self-
defense,

The bourgeois media 1mmediately 1aunched a
campaign to slander Noah and to paint up Hen-
‘naghan, a punk with a violent history, to be a
saint. They even tried to make it appear that
Noah and his friends had launched a racist attack
'_on 'Hennaghan, .

" But a number: of T workers ‘had thnessed the
racist attack. Pieces of the truth began to circu—-
late among the anti-racist T workers, As the word
spread, militant workers sought out Party com-
rades, From our leaflet agitation and from the
anti-racist struggles we had led on the JOb they
“knew our Party was the staunchest tighter on the
‘anti-racist front.

] ‘Alerted by our contacts that a railroad job was:
being done on Noah, we proceeded to investigate
what had happened by talking to the workers who-
had witnessed the incident. Based on the informa-
tion that these workers provided us, we were able
to come out with an issue of the Bostom. Worke.r
defending Noah even before we were able to esi:ab-
hsh contact with Noah or his ramily.

ThePartyCaniestheBallinDetenseo!Noah

Through the summer and tall of 1985 the ball
was carried by the Party directly. We continued
to issue leaflets periodically.  We fought for
speeches to be given about Noah's case at anti-
apartheid rallies held .around the city.  In the
Party's October 1985 anti-apartheid/anti-racist
campaign, we made the defense of Noah a center
piece of the agitation and the demonstration that
we held,

Initially, Noah‘s family ‘did not have much idea
- of fighting, but they were happy to see that we
were supporting Noah. We invited family members
and T workers to participate in the city-wide antl-
apartheid actions and in our demonstration. While
there was interest at that point none actually

showed up. 'Nevertheless, our militant publio stand I

in defense of Noah was having some effect in rais-
" ing the family's confidence that a struggle could
_be waged as well as preparing the ground Ior
wider agitation among the T workers. When a
friend of the family excitedly told a family member

about this leaflet she had got in Central Square
about Noah, the family began to have some idea of .

the effect that our policy of going to the masses
‘was- having.

 The Possibility Opened: Up for a Defense Benefit

o ‘A\s_part of our wide-scale agitation, over the
winter a comrade began going to _avsocia’l club and

" bar frequented by black T workers.

This club is
not only a major social center but also a semi-

. political center among black transit workers, It is
.also a well-known social center in the whole black

community.

In his discussions among the workers at .the
club our comrade noticed a lot of interest in the
Noah Roisten-agitation. ‘He suggested to some of

.-the club members that they hold a benefit to raise
. money for Noah. The worker members of the club,

inoluding one of the members of the executive
board, were excited for this idea. However, some
club members opposed having an event, arguing

that the élub should just be social and not deal

with controversial issues. In addition; a number of
black T cops who frequented the club were upset
with the idea of taking a stand in favor of Noah,
and they defended their fellow cop who arrested
Noah. But overwhelmmgly the sentiment was in
tavor of the benefit,’

* " After considerable debate amongthe leaders-of
the club they finally decided to allow us to use
the hall for a benefit, free of charge. But they
did not want to sponsor a benefit in their own
hame, It doesn't seem that this was a compromise
decision, Rather, it appears that this is what the

_ militants meant all along by sponsormg a "fund-

raiser.
: Orgamzing the Fundraiser in Detens‘e of Noah :

We had figured that the club would organize
the dance and that we would simply mobilize work-
ers to support and participate in it.. But the club's
decision threw the whole affair into our  laps. ]

In considering how we should go ‘about building
for the benefit, we concluded that we should’in-
volve as many people as we could in the actual
work to organize it. There was a lot of enthu-
siasm among the workers and other anti-racist ac-

) t1v1sts for the benefit, So. we initiated the defense

committee 'as a form for involving these pecple in

- the work to organize the benefit,

We invited various of Noah's family: members, a
half dozen T workers, and members of The Student
to- an initial meeting to form the- defense ‘com-
mittee. Transit workers rarely came to the formal
committee meetings, but eventually about ‘a dozen
or so took up the selling of tickets, dlstrlbuting
flyers, and helping get the rood together for the
event

' ‘Combining Direct Party Work with the Action of

the Defense Committee

Up to this point all the work in defense of
Noah had been done in the name of the Party it-
self. With the launching of the defense committee,

N




and the holding of the benefit, the question arose
of how to maintain the Party s independent work
and combine it with the work of the defense com-
mittee, :

Initially, this quest1on came up around how to
maintain the Party's face and develop. its work at
the benefit which was being organized in the name
of the defense committée, A benefit dance is a
- particularly rudimentary and informal form of
meeting and agitation. We decided that it would
be inappropriate to have a Party banner and lit-
. erature table at this event. :

A Speech in the Name of the Party?

We also decided not to push to have a separate
'speech in the name of the Party at the dance. [
" Looking back, we think this was a mistake since
the Party had played such a major role in organiz-
ing the defense of Noah and many of those par-
ticipating recognized this fact. Nevertheless, we
‘did have a comrade (who spoke as an organizer of
the benefit) point out the important role: of the
Party in building support for Noah and explain the
Party's line on the struggle agamst racism and the
general class struggle against racism. As.well,
other comrades carried out verbal ag1tat1on, met
workers, and developed new contacts. ‘

We also followed up the event with a summation
of the fundraiser in the Boston Worker. We or-
ganlzed discussions with the active workers on the
need to build up the Party, and around 1t other
mdependent class organizations,

In short, despite the mistake on ‘the speech, we
paid attention to promoting the Party and workmg
to build its mfluence through the work around the
benefit, :

Avoiding Hybrid Organiiation LT

) Whlle doing work d1rectly for the Party, it is
important to keep in mind the basis on which
workers are part1c1patmg in the non-party form of
organizatmn. We must. avoid the -trap of hybrid
organizatwns where, in the name‘of this non—party
form, one tries to carry ‘out actions or put Iorward

' political positions. whlch only the Party is ready to

support.. Such a’ m1stake would. tend to restr1ct

the non-party form.and drive away workers who |

.find .it is not what they thought What is more,
this would tend to downplay the Party s mdepend-
ent work to win the masses to its p051t1ons.
This problem of correctly combining straight up
party work with actions of a non-party organiza-
tion came up repeatedly in our work with the
defense comittee, For example, at a recent de-
fense committee meeting a comrade proposed that
the members of the defense comm1ttee .set up

_the fundra1ser was a smashmg success,

§
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tables at shoppmg areas to sell tickets and d -
tribute flyers. The comrade proposed that “hot
only should the tables carry the defense comm1ttee
flyer but also the Party leaflets. None of the’
workers or the family opposed this ‘combination,
but we feel it was a mistake. Th1s would mean
that to do th1s work'a worker would have to be
ready to d1str1bute Party literature as well as
.defense committee literature. We concluded {,‘h t it
would be better to distribute Party l1teratur% our-

- selves, and to directly mobilize people to help us

do this, rather than make it a de facto condition.
of doing defense committee work. .

We must;be especially careful on this question
at this time when there is only a low level of and
low sense of organization among the workers, .on
the one hand, and the very high level of organlza—
tion and strength of the Party, on the other hand. '
Inexper1enced people. might well agree to’ such
hybr1d proposals only later to realize, and become
" uncomfortable with, what they had agreed to. The
workers must be trained to support their class
Party, But there are no shortcuts .in this work,
The workers must be helped to come to the con-
clusion that they must take up party work by our .
example, by our ideological work, and by their ex-
perience .in fighting under the Party s leadership.
But they must come to that conclusion’ voluntarily,

 Pighting 'the Racist.s to Organize. the Benetit

Desplte anythmg we m1ght have done better
The
speeches were wildly. applauded The workers were
all impressed. with how many of themselves had
tumed out. And the spJ,rlts of the black ‘and anti-
‘racist white workers were greatly ra1sed . )
. The racists went wild agamst the benefit The
T cop who had arrested Noah ran around in. the
rac1st c1rc1es of’ superv1sors and backward workers
trymg to d1scred1t our story of what ‘had happened
Some of. ‘the rac1sts made threats agamst ‘one ot
" our comrades. But they were powerless to do any-
thmg. The T cop who had arrested Noah had even
gone to the manager of the club and threatened
that if the club allowed the fundra1ser to ‘take
place it’ would have trouble w1th Clty Hall (11quor
11cense, etc) “But the ra01sts were rebufﬁed at
every pomt and the . workers sp1rits soared

The’ ag1tat1on around ‘the. fundra1ser - though
done mamly in the name of the. defense comm1ttee
rather than the Party ——'was also useful in in-i
creasmg the Party s ties among the workers and
expanding our contact network. Comrades were -
able to have considerable. discussion with militant
‘workers about the’ role of the Party in organizing
the class struggle. _ And comrades -made good use

. of the Boston Worker artlcle summmg up the Lund-
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s
raiser.

Party contingent at the June 14th anti-apartheid
demonstration in New York. Y .

Dealmg w1th the Lawyers

Given the high spirits followmg the fundraiser,

.we wanted to organize a picket line demandltng

Noah's release, But we were somewhat delayed by
word from Noah's lawyer that his partner was

. taking over the case @and that the trial would be

coming up in a few weeks., We wanted to save the
energy for a demonsrtratlon at the time of trial and
so held off calling an immediate f)rotest But it

turned out that the lawyers were lying and never

intended to take the case to trial. ‘As a result of
this false step we lost the momentum for a demon-
stration at that time. This dlsruptlon was typlcal
of the role of the lawyers.

When the Boston Branch began ‘its agitation in
defense of Noah Roisten, we decided that we would

not get involved in the legal side- of things and
would leave that to the family.

was not doing anythmg to build a case for him,
We raised this to the famlly at the time but they

wanted to stay with-the court-appointed attorney. .

But by the summer of 1986 Noah and his family
had also become convinced of the need. to get
another lawyer who would at least put up a bour-
geois legal defense. . '
Noah's first court. appomted attorney was a big-
name liberal trial lawyer. But he never even vis-

ited Noah, nor did he show up in court, for a
"whole year,
times, .but then only to pressure Noah to cop ‘a

The second lawyer visited Noah three

plea for manslaughter and an 18 to '20-year sen-
tence. The lawyer refused to even discuss building
a case and taking it to trial. The District Attor-
ney and the lawyer figured that if Noah sat in the

county jail long enough then he would eventually

agree to anything. They were determined not to

go to a trial where the faéts would expose the

state's blatant racism.. J
Thus in order to defend Noah, and in order to

continue our agitation, it became necessary to find '

Noah a private lawyer. Over the summer we were

forced to spend a horrendous amount of time in- |

vestigating and talking to lawyers. 1 will spare
you the unpleasant details. Let it suffice to say

.that most lawyers either did not want to touch the
case or wanted such outlandish fees that it would.

be impossible to retain them, The "left"/ 11bera1

lawyers were actually the worst,

We have finally retained a lawyer who has
agreed to defend Noah. The man is a good legal
technician who makes no claim of being a leftist.

We were also abie to draw one of the main:
workers who worked on the fundraiser into our.

‘raising benefit.
However by the-
fall of 1985 it had become clear that Noah's lawyer |

f

.We have an agreement that he will provide a good

legal defense and bring out the facts and we won't

‘ask him to make political statements in court. At

the same time he will not obstruct us from build-
1ng a political movement.

Dealing. with the lawyers has been a yery un-
pleasant but necessary task. The movement is by
no means yet strong enough to free Noah without
a fight also on the legal front. And if the state
were to force Noah to cop a plea after the vigor-
ous movement in his defense, it would be a blow

. to the idea of building the méss struggle against

racism. In addition, forcing the state to hold a

.public trial -~ which in this case would help bring

aut all the facts -- provides an excellent oppor—
tunity for agitation.

Fall Actions to Protest the Railroad of Noah

This fall we have used the fact that we need to
come up with several thousand more dollars to pay
the lawyer as a reason to organize another fund-
Militants among the transit work-"
ers’ are again partlclpatmg in this campalgn. :

‘This time around we are trying to use the event

for political agitation not only among T workers
but also for more widespread work among the
workers at other work places, among students, and
in the black community, °

Last spring there was some d1fflcu1ty in getting
ou;‘selves organized to use to the full extent the

‘agitation around the defense committee fundraiser

at other work places and campuses. To some ex-

' tent this was due to the intense pace of work

around the spring demonstrations and the May Day
campaign. But, as well, there was a problem of
thinking that the Noah Roisten agitation and fund- -

raiser was an issue only for the unit involved and
for the T work. Because of this thinking, the
potentidl for drawing the.workers at other work
places into political struggle around the Party, at’
this low and very understandable level, was not
tully reahzed ThlS fall that mistake is belng rec-

“tified.

In addition we are _plannmg to use the momen-
tum from the second fundraiser to organize a
demonstration around Noahls next court appear-

.ance, which occurs a few days after the benefit.

[For an account of the fundraiser and the demon-
stration, which were held in November 1986, see

‘the. Workers' Advocate, December 1, 1986.]

- Party Building and Communist Agitation Are
at the Center of United Front Tactics

' Comrades,, the Noah Roisten campaign has been
one of our Party's more successful campaigns. The
ferment among the oppressed black workers and
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masses is growing, and the black bourgeoisie is al-
lowing it no outlet. This has allowed our agitation
on this front a wide impact and has extended the
Party's influence,

The work around the defense ‘committee has
been a learning experience for us in using non-
party and low-level forms. We have used them to
broaden our agitation among the masses \and to
draw wider sections into the movement. And we
have used work in conjunction with them to ex-
pand direct Party work into new 01rcles among the
workers,

However, non—party forms are not some kmd of
magic wand that will automatically give us num-
bers. . Sometimes they can be useful in widening
the impact of our agitation, But in other condi-
tions they can be harmful, mere paper forms that
serve to do nothing but to liquidate direct party
agitation and to subvert party consc1ousness among
the workers. Whether such forms can or should be
used depends on the concrete situation among the
workers, the.alignment of political forces, and so
forth.

If the black bourgeoisie and the reformists had
provided even a little support for Noah, the family
might not have ‘worked with us, As it is, while

the black bourgeoisie and opportunists told the-

family to stay away from us, they did not do one

" thing to help Noah. So the family saw that the

Marxist-Leninist Party was the only political trend
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that was serious about defendmg Noah,

If the social~demoecratic and cultural nationallsts '
opportunists were better ‘organized among the T
workers -- or even organized at all -- then or-
ganizing the benefits would have been much- ‘more
difficult to pull off.

- In addition, it is important to see that the

'basis for being able to use such non-party forms is
- our direct Party work of revolutionary agitation

and building up the trend around the Party.

As the political situation develops, and as our
Party's work among the masses goes forward, the
question of united front tactics, and its relation to

-direct party work and to non-party forms, will in-

creasing come up. There will be many complex

situations.. The’ liberals and reformists will not

leave ready-made vacuums when they see the

masses rallying around the path of class dtruggle.

This will affect the forms and tempo of our work.

But our Party will continue to make use of the -
vital weapons of party bulldmg and Lenmlst united

front tactics.

The successes with the Noah Roisten campaign
are a sign of the correctness of our line for work
in the present period. And it confirms in minia-
ture the correctness of the Leninist orientation
that building the Party and extending our com-
munist agitation are at the center of all unlted
front tactlcs. ’ <>







