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Down With Reagan’s War

The Reagan administration is wag-
ing war against Nicaragua. Because
the Sandinista government does not
conform to the standards set by Rea-
ganite reaction, Reagan has unleashed
7,000 well-armed men to overthrow it
and to trample on the Nicaraguan peo-
ple. This is not just a war of words; it is
naked aggression with guns and
troops.

Earlier this month, in the second
major penetration since March, 1,500
CIA-trained and armed mercenaries
crossed into Nicaragua from Hondu-
ras. Backed up by the Honduran army
and transported in its U.S.-supplied
helicopters, these counter-revolution-
ary bands staged raids all along the
border zones from the Pacific to the
Caribbean coast. The invaders have
been greeted by the bullets of Nicara-
gua’s popular militias. According to
reports the mercenaries have been
driven back in the sharpest clashes so
far in this CIA-sponsored war.

Meanwhile a second front has been
opened up on Nicaragua’s southern
frontier with Costa Rica. There Eden
Pastora, the notorious renegade from
the Nicaraguan liberation struggle,
along with a number of other counter-

on Nicaragua!

revolutionary leaders are also direct-
ing bandit raids into Nicaragua.

Other tried and tested weapons in
the U.S. imperialist arsenal of subver-
sion and ‘‘destabilization’’ are being
unleashed against Nicaragua as well.
The U.S. puppet army of the Hondu-
ran generals is being armed to the hilt
and is stepping up its menacing provo-
cations against Nicaragua. And with
the aim of stirring up the internal
counter-revolution the Reagan govern-
ment is applying even more pressure
against the already hard pressed Nica-
raguan economy. Last month it cut
Nicaragua’s quota of sugar exports to
the U.S. by 90%, shutting down Nica-
ragua’s main sugar market.

Naked Aggression

There is nothing secret about the
CIA’s invasion of Nicaragua. From
Ronald Reagan on down, the glories of
this naked and criminal aggression are
being publicly boasted and toasted.
‘“‘Leaks’’ about the CIA “‘covert opera-
tions’’ haye been deliberately made
available to the capitalist media; and
Newsweek and others have been carry-
ing lurid details of its mechanics.
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On May 14th, 4,000 demonstrators in Boston denounced U.S. aggression

against Nicaragua and the Salvadoran revolution. Photo shows part of the

MLP contingent in the march.

Honduras has been turned into a
nest of U.S.-CIA aggression against
Nicaragua. Over 50 CIA operatives
have set up shop in Tegucigalpa, the
Honduran capital. Their mission is to
direct the invasion of the counter-revo-
lutionary bands; to decipher the intelli-
gence gathered from the AWAC’s and

other U.S. spy planes hovering over
Nicaragua and the U.S. warships lying
off her coast; and to coordinate the
network of hundreds of agents en-
gaged in the work of sabotage and the
channeling of CIA assistance to the
counter-revolutionary elements within
Nicaragua.

Reaganomics, the

‘Atari Democrats,’

and the Fight Against Unemployment

(Below we publish excerpts from one of the speeches de-
livered by a representative of the MLP at the May Day cele-
bration held in Buffalo on April 30. it has been edited for
publication. The full text will be published in the next issue.)

Comrades and friends,

The disaster of unemployment is stalking the country.
Fifteen million are plagued with joblessness, millions more
work only part time, and the threat of layoffs continues to
tick like a time bomb over those still lucky enough to find
work. As insurance runs out and the utilities are cut off, as
homes are lost and starvation looms like a dark shadow, the
anger of the hard-pressed workers is growing.

But for Ronald Reagan, that arrogant mouthpiece of the
billionaires, the misery of the unemployed is not an indict-
ment of this rotten and crumbling capitalist system. Oh no,
he considers unemployment to be a symptom of the wanton
laziness of the unwashed workers. Indeed, Reagan believes
that the miseries of the unemployed must be increased be-
cause only then will the workers come to understand the
wonders of capitalism, get to work, and pull themselves up
by their own bootstraps. It is this ‘‘humanitarian’’ concern
for the workers that has led Reagan to slash to the bone
even those minimal social benefit programs, like unemploy-
ment insurance, food stamps, welfare, and so forth. Cer-
tainly the unemployed should get relief, Reagan reasons,
but only if they pay for it. Medical insurance: why yes, the
workers just have to buy it. Job training: why yes, just
steal millions from the unemployment funds to pay the
monopolies to instruct a few of the jobless. Jobs for the
youth: by all means, just reduce the minimum wage. Such
are Reagan’s solutions for unemployment: rob the un-
employed of any relief, crush them into the ground, and
when they cry out, just rob them again in the name of pro-
viding them assistance. :

But then Reagan really doesn’t like to talk about unem-
ployment anyway. He prefers to drink champagne and gos-
sip about how well the stock market is doing. After all,
Reagan preaches, recovery is underway. Why, if the forces
of the ‘‘free market’’ are just let loose, if the recovery is
just allowed to ‘‘take hold,” if America will just ‘‘stay the
course,”” Reagan assures us that unemployment will simply
vanish on its own. ... ¢

The Atari Democrats and the Unemployed

Reaganomics is a cynical capitalist lie. But the Democrat-
ic Party’s ‘‘opposition’” to Reaganomics, and their sup-
posedly ‘‘new’’ theories for solving unemployment, are
nothing more than the same capitlilist hoax sweetened up
with honeyed phrases of sympathy for the distressed.

It will be remembered that ever since Reagan was put in
office, the Democrats have been whining about what they
consider to be the awesome, magnetic, almost god-like
power of Reaganomics. The old liberalism has lost its
magic, they say. Instead they need something ‘‘new,”’
something like Reaganomics-with-sugar-on-it. And for
several years now they have been on a holy quest for such a
‘‘new’’ theory.

Well, word has it that the Democrats may have found
their Holy Grail. This month a new book called The Next
American Frontier is being published. It contains the
rambling ‘‘insights’’ of Robert Reich, a Harvard professor
of economics, who has become the guru of the disciples of
high technology known as the ‘‘Atari Democrats.”’ Indeed,
most of the chief Democratic Party candidates for president
are turning to Reich for their theories. Not only Hart and
Glenn, but even that old-Humphreyite liberal, Mondale, has
begun to embrace various aspects of Reich's ‘‘theory,’’ and
these presidential hopefuls have been making pilgrimages

to Reich’s office seeking ‘‘inspired’’ guidance for their
electoral campaigns. !

Despite ali of the fanfare, Reich has done little more than
to coin a new slogan. Against the callous calls of Reaganom-
ics for ever greater ‘‘capital investment,”’ Reich has raised
the watchword of ‘‘human capital investment.’’ Thus the
Goliath of Reaganomics is felled with a single stone.

It must be pointed out that the propagandists for Reich’s
theories emphasize that his slogan is not simply the answer

May Day marches of the MLP called on the workers to
step up the fight against unemployment. Photo shows a
scene from the demonstration in New York City.

to Reagan’s ‘‘supply side economics,”’ but is also the alter-
native to the old liberal Democratic slogan of ‘‘full employ-
ment.’” Not that the liberal Democrats actually did provide
““full employment.’” Far from it. But they did pretend to be
concerned for the plight of the unemployed. Now Reich
drops this and embraces his own form of ‘‘trickle-down”’
theory. It is enough to point out that Reich does not even
consider the question of providing any immediate relief for
the unemployed. Indeed he takes the Reagan ‘‘recovery’’
as a given and goes on to discuss the long-term ‘‘structur-
al”’ problems of the American economy. It is with such
high-minded academic disdain for the miseries of 15 million
jobless that Reich elaborates his ‘‘new’’ concepts which are
supposed to put America back to work.

In the March and April issues of Atlantic Monthly Reich
explains the basic concepts to be found in his new book.
Chief among his ideas is that the American monopolies
must step up their competition against the foreign capitalist
monopolies and to do so they must desert ‘‘mass standard-
ized production’’ as in steel, auto, chemicals, textiles, and
so forth and turn to the ‘‘more profitable’’ fields of ‘‘high
technology’’ and ‘‘specialty products.’”” Of course Reich is
forced to admit that the capitalists cannot really do without
basic industry, and so for these he demands intensive auto-
mation and a shift to the “‘highest-valued and most com-
petitive segments of these industries’’ which Reich prom-
ises ‘‘are likely to expand as their world markets develop,
absorbing more labor and generating new wealth.”’

In the final analysis, Reich is simply glorifying the brutal
policies that the American capitalists are already following
and dressing them up as the cure for unemployment. For
Reich the monopolies are not savagely oppressing the work-
ers in auto, steel, textiles and the other industries. Oh no,
they are just ‘‘structurally’’ changing the economy. For
Reich the threat of a ‘‘shift’’ out of ‘‘mass standardized
production’’ is not the standard blackmail of the monopolies
to force concessions out of their workers. Oh no, this is the
road ‘‘generating new wealth’’ and with it new jobs.
Reich’s theory turns out to be nothing more than an ex-

Continued on page 2

The Honduran army is the guard
dog of the operation. For the CIA mer-
cenaries it provides protection and lo-
gistical and transport support. It also
serves as their transmission belt of
unlimi&ed U.S. military supplies. As
the Handurans describe it, they leave
the warehouse doors open to the Nica-
raguan bands, then ask the Pentagon

i ) Continued on page 6
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Fight the nuclear warmongers!

Reagan's "Star

For the last two months the Reagan
administration has been promoting
the development of a new series of fu-
turistic space weapons. According to
Reagan, these weapons will make it
possible to wage nuclear wars without
civilian casualities. Why, weapons will
simply kill weapons, leaving the peo-
ple healthy and the countryside clean
and sweet.

Reagan’s absurd scenario proves
that he is deadly serious in planning
for a ‘‘winnable nuclear war.’’ At one
time, a Reagan administration official
suggested that all it took to protect a
person from the effects of a nuclear
blast was a shovel to dig a hole in one’s
backyard. Now Reagan himself has
gone on TV to sing the praises of nu-
clear war in the era of high technology.

Reagan’s belief in a ‘‘winnable nu-
clear war’’ simply brings to light the
bipartisan policy followed by the Pen-
tagon. It shows that every worker and
progressive person must take up the
struggle against the nuclear-crazed
imperialists in full earnest. There can
not be the slightest hope that such die-
hard warmongers as Reagan and the
Pentagon will see the light and become
reasonable. Nor can there be the
slightest trust in the Democratic Party
fakers, who say they oppose Reagan
but who approve one record-breaking
military budget after another.

The fight against nuclear weapons
must be based squarely on the fight
against the imperialist system. Rea-
gan’s daydreams about winning a nu-
clear war are not a fluke, but an ex-

Wars' Fantasy

Is Propaganda for a
‘Winnable Nuclear War’

pression of the drive of the American
billionaires to dominate the entire
world. To fight nuclear weapons, we
must fight the imperialist exploiters
and their two big political parties, the
Democrats and the Republicans.

All out for the struggle against im-
perialism and its preparations for a
nuclear holocaust! '

Reagan Dreams of “‘Star Wars”’

*‘Star wars’’ is the pet name given
by the bourgeois commentators to
glamorize Reagan’s new plans for an
arms race in space. Actually, the Pen-
tagon has been working on these

‘weapons for years now. But Reagan

chose to popularize these weapons in
his TV speech of March 23 as a symbol
of the allegedly bright prospects for
militarism and as a proposed goal for

the best talent of the entire country.
The main purpose of Reagan’s
speech was to demand yet another rec-
ord-breaking military budget. The
poor may starve, the public schools
may deteriorate, but the Pentagon
should grow fat. Reagan proposed an
all-out drive to outarm U.S. imperial-
ism’s chief rival, the equally imperial-
ist Soviet Union, and gain world mili-
tary supremacy for the U.S. To this
aim, Reagan proposed lavish expendi-
tures on every weapon of mass slaugh-
ter he could think of, conventional or
nuclear, modern or traditional. But
he chose the ‘‘star wars’’ theme to
symbolize his belief that American war
Continued on page 2

Reaganite ‘Economic Miracle’ collapses in Chile

A new wave of struggle is breaking
out in Chile. This upsurge in protests
and demonstrations is the biggest
wave of struggle since the military
coup of Pinochet nearly 10 years ago.
The fascist regime of the gorillas had
imposed a most brutal repression
against the masses, but it was never
able to crush the fighting spirit of the
Chilean people. Thus, throughout the
last decade, skirmishes and battles
broke out constantly between the
working people and the fascist tyrants.
This spring, however, the Chilean
workers and youth are taking their
struggle into the streets on a wide-
spread scale. All signs point to the de-
velopment of a revolutionary crisis in
Chile.

The most significant event to date in
this new wave of struggle was the 24-
hour nationwide social protest of May
12. This day of protest was the first
nationwide demonstration against the
government of Pinochet since he

seized power in 1973. The protest was
originally planned as a general strike
called by a number of Chile's unions
led by the country’s largest union, the
National Conference of Copper Work-
ers. But when Pinochet sent tanks and
troops to patrol some of the country’s
larger copper mines, obviously pre-
paring to attack the strikers, organ-
izers of the protest changed the form
of the protest to scattered demonstra-
tions throughout the country.

On the day of the action people
throughout Chile protested by curtail-
ing normal activities school,
shopping, etc. — and by demonstrat-
ing in the streets. Demonstrators
marched in many sections of Santiago,
as well as in other cities. Some areas of
Santiago became loud centers of pro-
test, as the masses honked car horns,
banged pots and pans together, etc.
Students demonstrating at the Univer-
sity of Chile were attacked by police
with tear gas and clubs, and from

Working People on the March
Across Latin America

® Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Ecuador, Mexico
® Central America and the Caribbean

Chilean Workers Rise Up
Against the Fascist Pinochet

there fighting spread to the city. One
thousand five hundred protestors
fought 300 police for control of down-
town Santiago for hours, and fighting
raged through the night of May 12 in
some poor working class neighbor-
hoods.

Throughout the day Pinochet’s
police attacked demonstrations with
their customary brutality, in some in-
stances blindly firing into areas where
demonstrations were occurring, and
killing two people. Six hundred dem-
onstrators were arrested and 150 in-
jured. \

Then two days later, on May 14 sol-
diers and military police, in yet an-
other outrage, began carrying out pre-
dawn raids on entire sections of Santi-
.ago. The army surrounded poor work-
ing class districts before dawn and
then ordered all males over the age of
14 out of their homes. The men by the
thousands were herded into soccer
stadiums while their homes and identi-
ty papers were searched. Two hundred
men were arrested as ‘‘anti-social
elements’’ in this way on May 14. Such
nazi-style methods are the hallmark of
the Pinochet regime.

The May 12 nationwide protest was
only the latest in a series of demon-
strations this spring. In a demonstra-
tion three weeks ago in downtown
Santiago, 600 workers and students
fought a force of over 200 policemen
after plainclothesmen attacked the
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Reaganomics, the ‘Atari Democrats,’

Continued from front page

pression of a basic law of capitalism, long ago explained by
Marx, that for the capitalists to exist they must constantly
revolutionize the technical means of production. But Reich
glosses up the necessary investments of the capitalists as
something special, as ‘‘high tech,’’ as if this constant pro-
cess of capitalism has ever led to anything other than the
greater exploitation and suffering for the workers.

In fact, Reich admits that he is merely restating what the
monopolies are already doing. ‘‘Many of these changes are
already occurring in American industry,”” Reich empha-
sizes, ‘‘The problem is that they are not occurring quickly
enough.”’

In short, Reich favors the policies of Reaganomics, but he
wants them carried out more fully, in a much bigger hurry.
The reindustrialization program of the capitalist class re-
mains the same, whether it was Carter’s or now Reagan’s.
But now it is to be dressed up as ‘‘high tech.”’ In adopting
Reich’s theories, the only progress made by the Democrats
is in further discovering rationales for the impoverishment
of the workers.

Far from solving unemployment, Reich’s theories aim at
using the industrial reserve army of the unemployed as a
battering ram to drive down the wages and working condi-
tions of those who are employed and as a ready-made pool
of labor, a mass of human material, to move into the new
and more profitable endeavors of the capitalists. Reich ex-
plains: ‘‘the economic future of countries lies in technically
advanced, skill-intensive industries...the transition
requires a basic restructuring of business, labor and gov-
ernment. A reorganization of this magnitude is bound to be
resisted, because it threatens vested economic interests
and challenges established values.... Because America’s
blue-collar workers often lack the skills and training meces-
sary for flexible-system production, they have clung to job
classifications, work rules and cost-of-living increases that
brought them some security under standardized produc-
tion.”’

Thus, Reich suggests that the issue is to abolish cost-of-
living increases and open up the plants to speedup, job
combinations, and so forth. But he complains that the
workers are resisting this.

But Reich has found an answer to this problem: ‘‘human

Unemployed workers demonstrate in Washington, D.C.,
March 15.

capital investment.”’ What this boils down to is a promise
that if the workers give up their ‘‘vested interests’’ they will
receive job training that will supposedly open up new job
opportunities.

In one of his few concrete proposals, Reich makes clear
how this is to work. Instead of creating jobs or carrying out
government-run jobs training programs, Reich suggests
that the unemployed workers be given ‘‘vouchers’’ that
they could cash in at companies for on-the-job training. The
companies that accepted the voucher would have their
training costs paid by the government for up to three years.
As can be seen, this would not create new jobs, nor is it
intended to. Rather, at best, it would spread the competi-
tion for jobs around to a slightly wider section of workers.
Instead of giving relief to the workers, relief would be given
to the capitalists who could get the government to pay the
workers’ wages under the pretext of job training. This
proposal has been so pleasing to the capitalists that Reagan
himself has already written it up and put it before Congress
as a part of his ‘‘jobs’’ program.

Along with such job training, Reich stresses that the gov-

ernment must provide ‘‘long-term capital’’ through subsi-
dized loans, targeted tax breaks and so forth combined with
temporary tariffs and import quotas to help the modernized
American industries get on their feet. With such sympa-
thetic treatment of the monopolies, it is really hard to see
why Reich’s ideas are considered to be any different from
Reaganomics.

Reich does complain that the current across-the-board
tax giveaways to the capitalists often lead to profit taking
through corporate mergers and money manipulation
instead of reindustrialization. Thus Reich proposes that the
tax breaks be ‘‘targeted’’ to only those corporations that
are willing to restructure. Such ‘‘targeting’’ is nothing
more than the old refrain of the Carterites and bureaucrats
of the AFL-CIO.

Along with this, Reich also complains that the monopo-
lies and the government have to be brought together with
the union bureaucrats for a new partnership against
““foreign’’ competition. This too is but a restatement of the
Carterite and union chieftains’ appeals for tripartite rein-
dustrialization boards.

Such *‘differences’’ with Reagan are but quibbles within
an overall Reaganite program of subsidies for the capital-
ists, takeaways for the workers, and an empty promise that
some day, when the ‘‘markets expand’’ etc., jobs and
prosperity will trickle down to the workers. Reich’s theories
are nothing more nor less than a call for stepping up the
government intervention to speed up achieving the aims of
Reagan. The Democrats’ new slogans of ‘‘high tech’’ and
‘““human capital investment’’ are just the sugarcoating for
the distasteful pill of Reaganomics.

The AFL-CIO ‘‘Jobs’’ Program

Advance the Mass Struggle Against Unemployment

As long as capitalism exists, the struggle against unem-
ployment will be with us. This was shown by Karl Marx who
so brilliantly exposed the evils of the capitalist system, who
so systematically proved that unemployment is a basic con-

and the Fight Against Unemployment

dition of capitalist profit taking, a condition that can only be
alleviated through the revolutionary overthrow of capital-
ism. Marx also repeatedly emphasized that the workers
must fight the day-to-day guerrilla actions against the capi-
talists, must resist tooth and nail against every encroach-
ment by the moneybags, or they will be crushed into one
wretched mass, incapable of launching any greater
struggle.

Today such guerrilla actions are beginning to break out.
Everywhere the workers are getting angry and starting to
raise demands for medical benefits, against utility shut-
offs, for relief from the miseries of unemployment. There
are demonstrations against plant closings and ferment
against in-plant productivity measures. In a few places
actions have begun against the foreclosure of mortgages
and against evictions. And larger demonstrations have
erupted against Reagan, such as the march of 10,000
against Reagan in San Francisco, and the 3,000-strong pro-
test in Boston, and the 4,000 angry workers who denounced
Reagan in Pittsburgh.

We must go into these actions and encourage the struggle
of the workers. We must work not only to raise the workers
against this or that capitalist monopcly, this or that employ-
er, but to unite the employed and unemployed, to organize
the workers as a class, to combine the different rivulets of
struggle into one mighty wave of class struggle.

The extreme impoverishment and devastation that is
stalking the working masses today is creating a deep fer-
ment. The masses are shaking off the initial shock at the
economic crisis. Slowly, step by step, they are beginning to
go into action. The fight against unemployment is an
important struggle. It is agitating very wide strata, raising
in them thoughts of organization and moving them toward
mass action.

But more than this, today’s devastating unemployment
cannot help but raise among the working masses serious
doubts about the capitalist system, a serious look for
another way. We must go among the masses and encourage
their struggle, expose the Democrats and union bureau-
crats, and show them that the fight against unemployment
today is a powerful vehicle to prepare the socialist revolu-
tion which will put an end to the scourge of unemployment
once and for all.

Reagan’s ‘Star Wars’ Fantasy Is Propaganda for a "Winnable Nuclear War’

Continued from front page

technology was best and would win the
arms race for the U.S.

The particular new high-technology
weapons Reagan is proposing is an an-
ti-ballistic missile (ABM) system, pre-
sumably to be installed in outer space.
This system is based on developing la-
ser and particle beam weapons. The
laser weapon, for example, is present-
ly being worked on along several dif-
ferent directions, including 1) the de-
velopment of a powerful chemical laser
itself; 2) designing a giant mirror capa-
ble of reflecting the laser beam with
precision over thousands of miles; and
3) perfecting an aiming mechanism for
the laser. As well, at Lawrence Liver-
more Labs in California they are work-
ing on a nuclear-pumped X-ray pulse
laser weapon. It should be noted that
these weapons are not just being con-
sidered for an ABM system in space,
but for multiple other purposes, from
destroying enemy satellites in space to
being mounted on tanks and ships.
Whether these weapons will ever
amount to something is, however, yet
to be seen.

Weapons for a
‘“Winnable Nuclear War”’

Reagan advertises these weapons as
a means to destroy nuclear missiles
while they are in flight. According to
Reagan, these weapons will save man-
kind from the worry of nuclear war be-
cause they will be capable of prevent-
ing a single enemy missile from ever
touching U.S. soil or that of our allies.
By providing a 100% effective shield
against nuclear missiles, they will ren-
der nuclear weapons ‘‘impotent and
obsolete.”” Why, the very next day
Secretary of Defense Caspar Wein-
berger echoed this nonsense by talking
of the goal of building an ABM system
that would work ‘‘not just 50 percent
or 60 percent of the time’’ but all the
time.”’ (New York Times, March 25,
1983, p. 6)

What cynical hogwash. If these
weapons actually come off the drawing
board and don’t prove to be simply the
product of the feverish imagination of
the Reaganite warlovers, their role
will not be ‘‘to save lives (rather) than
to avenge them,”” as Reagan piousiy
promises. On the contrary, they are
designed to serve nuclear war.

In order to go to war, one must have
not just spears, but also shields. In or-
der to wage nuclear war, the militar-

ists would like at least the delusion
that they can destroy the enemy while
remaining unscathed themselves. At
the very least, they want to reassure
the people that there is nothing to
worry about in a nice, little, protract-
ed nuclear war.

For decades the Pentagon has been
trying to reassure the American people
about how easy it is to cope with nucle-
ar weapons. The Reagan administra-
tion has brought this nonsense into
full public view. The purpose of these
reassurances is to justify the official
American policy of relying on nuclear
war. Present-day American strategy
is, in the event of a conventional con-
flict in Europe, that the U.S. will es-
calate the war to a nuclear confronta-
tion.

Furthermore, it should be recalled
that earlier this year the Defense De-
partment document ‘‘Fiscal 1984-1988
Defense Guidance’’ was revealed that
stressed plans to fight and win a nucle-
ar war with the Soviet Union. The
‘‘star wars’’ weapons proposed by
Reagan are designed to serve this stra-
tegy in two ways: 1) to allow the U.S.
to escape unharmed in such a war; and
2) to put economic pressure on the So-
viet Union by escalating the arms race
into new fields, since the document
stresses that ‘‘major economic diffi-
culties’’ face the Soviet Union and
should be exploited by opening ‘‘new
areas of major military competition”’
aimed at making Soviet arsenals obso-
lete.

Thus Reagan’s proposals are de-
signed to implement the strategy of
preparing for a ‘‘winnable nuclear
war.”’ They are not designed to make
all nuclear weapons ‘ ‘impotent and ob-
solete,’’ only the Soviet Union’s weap-
ons. In brief, Reagan is escalating the
arms race in a mad drive to establish
U.S. military supremacy.

Reagan’s plans for a ‘‘winnable nu-
clear war’’ are a crime against the peo-
ple of the entire world. His fantasies
about how harmless such a war will be
are not just the delusions of a senile
old actor, but the battle plans laid
down by the monopoly capitalist rulers
of this country.

U.S. Imperialism
Aims to Rule the World

But what is the aim for which the
world is being threatened with the
‘‘winnable nuclear war’’? It is that
both U.S. imperialism and its chief

imperialist rival, the Soviet Union, are
seeking to establish world hegemony.
Neither is satisfied with just a sphere
of influence. Capitalists must seek to
make the maximum profit and to stran-
gle their competitors. Eat or be eaten,
that is the law of capitalism. And so
the capitalist U.S. and the revisionist
Soviet Union strike out at each other.
(The Soviet Union used to be a socialist
country which stood for peace and the
liberation of the toilers of all lands, but
when Stalin died the revisionists took
over, restored the evil capitalist Sys-
tem, and turned it into an aggressive
imperialist superpower, just like the
U.S.)

In his speech of March 23, Reagan
pretended that the U.S. was far behind
the Soviet Union and needed to catch
up. What utter rot. This is just the
tired-out old Pentagon screeches about
how the U.S. is about to be overrun
that they give every time they want to
step up the arms race. The Pentagon
has more than enough arms to defend
the U.S. if that were its aim. It needs
more and yet more arms because it
seeks to vanquish the Soviet Union and
replace a situation where the world is
plundered by two superpowers by a
situation where there is only one world
policeman left. And it also needs more
and more arms in order to suppress
the valiant peoples rising in liberation
struggles in El Salvador and elsewhere
or fighting against U.S. mercenaries
and ClA-financed reactionaries, as
Nicaragua is doing.

But Reagan tried to drum up war
hysteria by painting a picture of the
U.S. as some sort of underdog. He did
this by simply ignoring the U.S. ar-
senal and painting every Soviet weap-
on, real or imagined, in the most lurid
light. For example, he stressed that
the Soviet Union allegedly has more of
this or that type of nuclear delivery
system than the U.S. does. But, even
according to official U.S. estimates,
the U.S. has, overall, at least 20%
more strategic nuclear warheads than
the Soviet Union. If the Soviet Union
leads in one area, therefore, it must be
far behind in some other area.

In fact, this numbers game with the
nuclear warheads is irrelevant. The
point is that the huge arsenals of both
the U.S. and the Soviet Union are de-
signed for war and aggression. In fact,
both sides have been developing their
own ‘‘star wars’’ programs for years in
each’s drive to gain an advantage over
the other. Liberation will come not
from one side overwhelming the other,

but from struggle against both imperi-
alisms. And since we live in the U.S.,
our job is to concentrate our attention
on ‘‘our own’’ imperialism, while
supporting the struggle against all
imperialisms.

The truth is that neither Reagan nor
the Pentagon believe a single word
about all this talk of how poor and
powerless the U.S. is. On the contrary,
the present military budgets are based
on the exact opposite assumption —
that the U.S. is in a strong position and
should make use of it to push for world
supremacy. As we have pointed out
above, the Pentagon even believes
that by escalating the arms race it can
put economic pressures, as well as mil-
itary ones, on the Soviet Union.

Reagan’s speech clearly set forth his
idea of peace as that the U.S. calls the
tunes and everyone else obeys. Rea-
gan goes to the extent of suggesting
that a bigger U.S. army would have
prevented World Wars I and 1. He
pontificates that ‘‘There have been
two world wars in my lifetime. ...had
we been better prepared, peace might
have been preserved.”” Reagan ne-
glects to mention that the U.S. fought
to win control of colonies, suppress
liberation uprisings, and so forth. But
instead of going into that, let us just
point out that Reagan’s ciear idea is
that a U.S. world policeman would
bring peace to the world. Let the U.S.

Reagan’s entire speech is permeat-
ed with this idea. He stresses that to
have peace, the Pentagon must make
‘‘sure that any adversary who thinks
about attacking the United States or
our allies or our vital interests con-
cludes that the risks to him outweigh
any potential gains.’’ Here Reagan ad-
mits that his arms buildup is not sim-
ply designed to protect the U.S., but
also ‘‘our allies” and ‘‘vital inter-
ests.”” These allies are fascist dictators
around the world, like the late unla-
mented Somoza who was overthrown
by the Nicaraguan people or the pres-
ent fascist rulers of El Salvador. U.S.
vital interests are supposed to stretch
from one continent to the next, from
the oil of the Middle East to the com-
position of the Chilean government
and even to the question of whether
an international airport is built in Gre-
nada.

And how does the U.S. defend its
allies and ‘‘vital interests.”” As Rea-
gan says: ‘‘As we pursue our goal of
defensive technologies, we recognize
that our allies rely upon our strategic
offensive power to deter attacks
against them.”’ (emphasis added) In
short, all the talk about defensive
weapons is eyewash. The real issue is
to build up the ‘‘strategic offensive
power."”’

Thus Reagan’s speech is another
sign that U.S. imperialism is going all

CIA-financed mercenaries invaded
Nicaragua underlines the seriousness
of this question. The masses are faced
with the fight against one imperialist
intervention after another, and with
the fight against nuclear weapons.

The Democratic Party ‘‘Opposition’’
Is No Opposition at All

The question is how to fight. The
Democratic Party insists that it is the
alternative. Vote Democnatic, say the
Democrats, .and: that will solve . the
problem. And if a Democratic Party
Congressional majority doesn’t solve
the problem, then it is because we
need a veto-proof two-thirds majority.
And so on and so forth.

But the Democrats are no alter-
native. The fact is that preparations for
a ‘‘winnable nuclear war’’ is the
bipartisan policy of both the capitalist
parties, Democrat and Republican.
Only they have been assigned differ-
ent roles by their capitalist masters.
The job of the Republicans is to be the
open party of reaction and nuclear
war, while the job of the Democrats
is to pursue the same policies under a
veneer of peace, love, moderation,
sweetness and light.

The truth is that the Democratic
Party has worked for decades to build
up the American nuclear war machine,
from when war criminal Truman

military grow bigger then anyone out to prepare for new wars of aggres- Continued on page 11
else’s, and peace is secure. sion. The fact that Reagan spoke while See STAR WARS
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‘Unemployed Workers’ Song’
From the Boston Branch of the MLP
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Well, I worked many years in a factory,

Yeah, I worked many years in a factory.

Made millions for the greedy bourgeoisie, my friend,
And 1 ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way!

Well, the unemployed and the employed must unite,

Well, the rich with all their wealth ain't satisfied,

No, the rich with all their wealth ain't satisfied;

They always want to take more from our hides, my friend,
And we ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way!

Got fired and a robot took my place,

I got fired and a robot took my place;

Andthosewithjobs are pushed at a killin’ pace, my friend,
And1ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way!

Yeah, the unemployed and the employed must unite!
We've got to organize our common fight, my friend,
And we ain't gonna be treated this-a-way!

The Workers’ Advocate

Theoretical-Political Newspaper of the
Central Committee of the MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY, USA

[0 Editorial correspondence:
The Workers’ Advocate

O Orders and subscriptions:
Marxist-Leninist Publications

[0 Rates: From vendor: 25¢
Via first class mail: 75¢ for single copy

Mass struggle is the way we 've got to fight,

Yeah, mass struggle is the way we've got to fight!
‘Cause millions in the street it is our might, my friend,
And we ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way!

Been lookin’ for a job most every day,
I've been lookin’ for a job most every day;
But everywhere they 're tellin’ me no way, my friend,

And] ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way!
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Reagan took my benefits away
Yeah, Reagan took rmy benefits away;

The only way to end this misery,
Yeah, the only way to end this misery,
He said the rich they need more help today, my friend, We 've got to overthrow the bourgeoisie, my friend,
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fsgs?qo 0;;6-368;;” C Andl ain’t gonna be treated this-a-way! And we ain't gonna be treated this-a-way! 4
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The fight against racism in Chicago

Tokenism or the mass struggle

The filthy racist campaign that was
whipped up in the recent Chicago
mayoral elections is being continued
today.

During the election campaign the
Republican candidate, Bernard Epton,
became the figurehead for a Reaganite
program of racist terror and segrega-

“tionism, of handouts to the monopolies
and cutbacks for the working masses.
Not only the Reaganite Republicans,
but also the bosses of Chicago’s Demo-
cratic Party machine rallied to the ban-
ner of Epton and actively campaigned
for him as the ‘‘great white hope’’ for
the city.

But Epton lost. And now the local
heads of the Democratic Party ma-
chine have again turned to race baiting
in an effort to maintain their lucrative
posts in the City Council and their po-
sitions of power over the working and
oppressed masses. Under the ‘‘ma-
chine”’ rule, Chicago has long been a
city of rampant segregationism, fas-
cist gang terror and brutal murders by
the police. The current race baiting by
the ‘‘machine’’ bosses is a signal to
step up the discrimination and terror
against the working masses and to
take part with the racist offensive of
the Reagan government.

This vile racism must be opposed! A
real fight against Reaganism must be
unleashed!

But Harold Washington, the newly
elected Democratic Party mayor, does
not stand for such a fight. Whether it
is his calls for tax breaks for the rich,
or his austerity cutbacks against the
workers, or his appeals to beef up the
racist police department, Washing-
ton’s program differs little from that of
Epton or the Democratic Party ma-

chine. His disagreement with them
centers almost exclusively on putting
a few more black politicians into office.
And, on this issue too, Washington
has declared that he is more than will-
ing to compromise.

The black, latino and white workers
cannot rely on Washington in the fight
against Reaganite reaction. Rather,
they must build up their own class
movement, a movement independent
of and in struggle against the capitalist
class and their Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties.

The Washington Program:
No Obstacle to Reaganite Reaction

Washington has declared time and
again that he is a stern adversary of
Reaganism, a candidate of reform, a
champion of the interests of the op-
pressed nationalities and workers. But
a quick look at his actual policies gives
the lie to these exaggerated claims.

During the election campaign, the
Chicago Branch of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist Party not only condemned the Rea-
ganite campaign of Epton, but it also
showed that Washington represented
no real alternative. It exposed the fact
that, to the extent Washington de-
scended from the lofty mountain of
empty rhetoric to concrete proposals,
his policy actually resembled Reagan-
omics.

For example, Washington promised
““full employment.’’ But his concrete
proposals all revolved around the need
to ‘“‘create a climate for business to
come in.”” He advocated measures
such as eliminating the corporate head
tax, saving the capitalist monopolies
some $18 million a year; increasing the

state income tax and utility bills of the
working masses; and going on an
‘‘austerity city budget’’ cutting jobs,
wages and services. For all the fine
talk of ‘‘full employment’’ this is just
another version of Reagan’s trickle
down’’ economics, where impoverish-
ing the working masses to help out the
rich corporations is supposed to some-
how, some day, provide jobs for the
unemployed.

Similiarly, Washington pledged to
reform the racist police department.
But is he going to get rid of the killer
cops? No, he proposes to hire an addi-
tional 1,000 policemen, expand the
Chicago Transit Authority force and
increase patrols.

Is Washington going to stop their
racist attacks? Well, that would be
hard to imagine since he has failed to
raise a peep against any of the innu-
merable and well-publicized police
rampages through black and latino
communities over the last several
years.

Is he even going to criticize them?
No, not even that. Throughout his
campaign Washington preferred to re-
peat over and over how they are an
‘‘excellent police department.”’ The
one change Washington has been will-
ing to make is to get rid of the notori-
ous racist chief Brzeczek. But this
came only after Brzeczek went on tele-
vision to campaign for ex-mayor
Byrne. And even then Washington
made sure to praise the ‘‘many fine
officers’’ including O’Grady, Brze-
czek’s right-hand man. Such is the na-
ture of Washington’s promised re-
forms.

Since taking office, Washington has
been in a rush to put his policies into

practice. In his inaugural speech
Washington announced the beginning
of an austerity program including an
immediate freeze on city hiring and a
freeze on the wages of city workers.
Only a day later, he stressed that *‘city
programs are going to have to be end-
ed and the fat removed until they are
sinew and bone.”” He has begun a
campaign for an increase in state in-

come taxes. And he is now ‘‘reassess-

ing’’ his promise to not raise local
taxes. Nowhere is Washington even
suggesting that the burden of taxation
should be shifted onto the rich. No,
this is a program of impoverishing the
workers. ;

Only a few days after taking office
Washington also went to work on the
police department. O’Grady became
the acting police chief and Washington
attended the formal farewell celebra-
tion for Brzeczek. Never missing an
opportunity, Washington siezed the
moment to again praise the racist po-
lice department for having ‘‘Grown
into one of the best and finest police
departments in the entire world.”’

Before a week was out, Washington
even began backsliding on his prom-
ises to do away with the patronage sys-
tem. He introduced a lawsuit appeal-
ing a court order that bars the city
from hiring employees on a political
crony basis. Washington demanded
that he be allowed to hire 1,200 people
who pledge loyalty to him. It seems
that Washington may be against pa-
tronage only when it applies to others
besides himslef.

No matter how you put them togeth-
er, Washington’s policies simply do

Continued on page 4
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On the trial of the murderers of William Atkinson in Boston:

Court Gives Racist Killers an Easy

(The following article is taken from
the April 17, 1983 issue of the Boston
Worker, newspaper of the Boston
Branch of the Marxist-Leninist Party,
USA.)

On Friday, April 8, Francis Devin
and William Joyce, two members of a
racist gang in Savin Hill, were sen-

tenced to 6 to12 and 7 10’15 years're-
' “‘involuntary * ‘man-
slaughter’’ convictions. This is in con- -

spectively on

nection with the brutal murder of
William Atkinson, a black worker, on
March 13, 1982. They will be eligible
for parole in four years or less. The
capitalist politicians and news media
are proclaiming that justice has been
done, that the government is cracking

down on racist gangs, and so on. But
the whole history of this case shows
that these pious statements by the
officials are the utmost hypocrisy. It
is these same officials who have been
organizing and protecting the racist
gangs in Boston for years. In fact, the
government has gone to great lengths
to cover up this murder and to mini-
mize "the charges”against” the' racist’s
thugs who killed Willianmy Atkifison.” =
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Attempts to Cover Up
the Racist Murder

In spite of eyewitness accounts, for
nearly a week after the murder, the
police claimed that they didn’t know
whether the murder was racially

Buffalo, N.Y.:

Students protest
Reaganite budget of
Democratic Governor Cuomo

THE BUFF ALO

ANTI-DITENALIST

NEVSLETTER
Union of :{ﬂl;:ml:lﬂ Students

(The following article is taken from
The Buffalo Anti-Imperialist News-
letter, organ of the Union of Anti-

Imperialist Students in  Buffalo,
Issue No. 19, April 5. 1983.)
In January, Governor Cuomo

announced a state budget proposal
that must have made Reagan proud!
This budget was a big attack on the
people — the workers, the poor, the
students — while its ax carefully
spared the rich. Thus, Cuomo,:the
great hero of the Democratic Party, the
man who was touted as a savior from
Reaganism during his election cam-
paign, has proved to be nothing but a
Reaganite himself!

The original budget proposal called
for the permanent layoff of 8,400 state
workers and the elimination of 5,700
more positions through attrition and
early retirement. These were to
include over 3,000 layoffs in the State
University system. The budget also
would have meant substantial cuts in
services, including in education.
And it called for bleeding the people
even further through increased taxes
on the working masses, big tuition
hikes for students and other means.

Following Cuomo’s announcement
of his budget, there was an immediate
flurry of activity in a rush to implement
the attacks, even before the budget
became official. At UB for example,
77 layoffs were carried out and a mas-
sive hysteria was created about cuts
in departments, further layoffs, etc.
The university staff was terrorized

with extreme job insecurity as Univer-
sity President Sample threatened
layoffs one day, restored jobs the next
and then turned around and talked lay-
offs again. In many other state insti-
tutions as well, workers were given
pink slips even while the debate over
the budget was still raging in Albany.
Cuomo’s vicious Reaganite budget
proposal has been met with mass
opposition. When Cuomo visited
Buffalo shortly after his announce-
ment, there were numerous demon-
strations and pickets organized,
almost everywhere he went. And
later, at both Buffalo State and UB,
rallies were organized to denounce the
layoffs, tuition hikes and other attacks.
Now a state budget has been final-
ized and in it some of the conse-
quences of the original budget pro-
posal have been softened. There can
be no doubt that the mass opposi-
tion played a role in this. At UB for
example, Sample has reinstated the 77
staff members who were laid off. Now,
all of the official propaganda is trying
to create a rosy picture that the worst
is over and everyone should calm down
and get back to business-as-usual.
But the masses must not let down their
guard. They must continue their
opposition to the new state budget.
The basic character and aims of this
Reaganite budget have not changed at
all. It still calls for layoffs numbering
in the thousands, cuts in services and
increases in taxes and fees of all kinds
which the people will be forced to
pay. In particular, the students still
face the prospects of a $300 tuition
hike, a step toward making college
education a privilege reserved for the
rich, The students should continue
to fight this attack. They should or-
ganize mass actions to DENOUNCE

CUOMO’S REAGANITE BUDGET! O

motivated or not, nor who had done it.
Due to the outrage of both the black
and the white masses, the police were
forced to arrest the racists. But they
treated them with kid gloves, coaching
them through questioning, and only
charging them with a minor crime of
assault. When the mass protest con-
tinued to grow, District Attorney
Flanagan'invented the'theory that "
train’killed William Atkinson;‘and then -
only’ reliiétantly ‘added the charge of
‘‘involuntary manslaughter.’’

In order to push its theory that ‘‘the
train did it,”’ the government and the
capitalist media have completely sup-
pressed the statements and testimony
of the train driver, who staunchly
maintains that his train definitely did
not hit William Atkinson. And in order
to fit the ‘‘train did it’’ theory, the
MBTA [Massachusetts Bay Transit
Authority] management has altered its
dispatcher’s records of the train arriv-
als and departures. It demoted the
starter at Harvard Station who record-
ed the actual time the train left the
station: a time which indicates that
the train had already gone by at the
time William Atkinson was killed. The
MBTA management has tried hard to
make the train driver go along with the
“‘train did it”’ story. They have de-
moted him to a fare collector, and
have reduced his pay twice (while
admitting that they don’t have a shred
of concrete evidence). They even made
this man, who is black, work as a
collector at the Savin Hill Station,
where he was subject to threats and
abuse by gang members and their
friends. As well, they gave out the
phone number of his booth so that
racists could call and threaten him at
work.

Then in May, 1982, the MBTA au-
thorities offered to reinstate the driver
— as a train guard. But when he
staunchly refused to budge from his
original story, and demanded full re-
instatement as a motorman, the
MBTA withdrew its offer. They have
kept him as a collector ever since.

All of this is known to the court,
the police, and the news media. Such
are the lengths to which these gentle-
men, who claim to be carrying out
justice, have gone to suppress the
truth.

The Government Organizes and
Protects Racist Gangs

This cover-up for the racists is noth-
ing new. For years, this gang has
carried out terrorist attacks on blacks
and anti-racist whites with the full
protection of the police and other
authorities. A few years ago, this
gang stoned the house of a Guatemalan
family night after night until the family
was forced to move. Each night the
family called the police, but the police
would wait around the corner for as
long as six hours before responding.
The racists were never punished for
this nor any other of the many stonings
they carried out against blacks and

Ride

anti-racist whites. In April 1981,
William Joyce and other members of
this gang brutally assaulted two black
men on the subway, as well as two
white men who came to their aid.
Joyce was let off with a two-year sus-
pended sentence. He participated in
the murder of William Atkinson while
he was still on probation for the 1981

attack.  Andyet-when ‘this fact ‘camé |
out‘at'a pretrial: hedring; instead rof
sending' him'to Jail for"violating pro-

bdtion, the judge, at the recommenda-
tion of the district attorney, lifted the
previous charges and sentence.

Ever since the fascist anti-busing
movement was organized out of City
Hall in 1974, the government has been
systematically organizing and foster-
ing racist gangs in various neighbor-
hoods. These gangs are not ‘‘just
kids,”” the way the capitalist news
media claims. Their leaders are hard-
core thugs with close ties to the police,
politicians, and government bureau-
crats. These gangs have been organ-
ized as an extralegal arm of the gov-
ernment — as a tool to do a lot of its
dirty work of terrorizing the black
people and forcing them to live in
segregated ghettoes. They are also a
weapon for dividing the working class
along racial lines in the face of the
offensive of the rich.

J

New Segregationist Plots

Today the government may pretend
to be cracking down on the racist
gangs which it has spawned. But this
is only because they know that the
anger of the black people against
racist persecution has reached the
boiling point, as they saw in Miami.
The government also knows that the
racist gangs have become extremely
hated by all the masses, black and
white. And so in order to divert the
anger of the masses away from it-
self, the government is forced to slap
the racists on the wrists. But even
while the officials are pretending to
get tough with the racists, they are
hatching up new segregationist plots
against the black people and the rest
of the working class.

It is very interesting that the ‘‘get-
ting tough with the racists’’ talk comes
just at the time when the federal court
and the Boston School Committee are
introducing a plan to completely re-
segregate the Boston schools. Accord-
ing to this so-called ‘‘freedom of
choice’” plan, students will no longer
be assigned to schools, but instead,
their parents will choose which schools
to send them to. But this is just a setup
for racist gangs to terrorize black stu-
dents coming into predominantly
white neighborhoods into ‘“‘freely
choosing”’ to return to the segregated
ghetto schools. This of course is the
plan of the government. But in the
hope that people will not see through
this plan, the authorities are putting
on a false front of finally cracking
down on the racist gangs.

This is the scheming racist mentality

(The following article is reprinted from
The West Indian Voice, newspaper of
the Caribbean Progressive Study
Group, May 1983 issue.)

On March 19, the residents of Fort
Greene joined by people from ‘other
areas took to the streets of Fort Greene
in a demonstration against yet another
coldblooded racist murder of a black
youth by the police in Brooklyn.

On the night of Tuesday March 15,
Larry Dawes and Corey Gibson, two
19-year-old black youths, were riding
their moped in the Fort Greene section
of Brooklyn when a police car started
chasing them. Under the pretext that
the youths had simply run a red light,
the cops deliberately rammed their car
into the moped, sending it crashing
into a parked car. As if this was not
outrageous enough, the officer driving
deliberately kept on the gas — hitting
the youths again! Still thirsty for
blood, the two cops emerged from
their car and started stomping and
kicking the youths who were already
lying in the street, with one already
dead or near death. According to
Corey Gibson, the surviving youth,
“when they pulled the car off of us
they kicked Larry in the head three
times. They kicked Larry three times
in the head for nothing.’” In the end
Larry Dawes lay dead and Corey Gib-
son was left with two fractured legs, a
gash under his chin which later re-
quired five stitches, and other lacera-
tions.

But that is not all! The police depart-
ment has officially tagged the whole
thing as a mere traffic accident!! And
the official police news report has
attempted to make the two cops in-
volved look like crimefighting heroes
— so alert to the world of crime, that
they knew instantly that the youths
had to be riding a stolen, unregistered
moped! But this has been proven to be
nothing but a vicious lie, cooked up
simply to slander the victims of this
hideous crime and to cover up the
responsibility: of the: police-for-thisiact?
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Fort Greene residents demonstrating

against the racist police murder of
Larry Dawes.

of deliberate murder. In fact, nu-
merous eyewitnesses came forward
on the spot to state clearly that the in-
cident was no mere *‘traffic accident’’
but a plain coldblooded murder, and to
militantly denounce the police as
racists and murderers.

Outraged by this hideous murder,
people from the surrounding area or-
ganized a demonstration in front of the
78th police precinct on March 19
voicing their anger and disgust, de-
manding an end to the police terror
and the wild police chases, and de-
manding *‘Justice for Larry Dawes.”’
Continuing with this sentiment, over
300 people attended the murdered
youth’s funeral on March 21.

The murder of Larry Dawes is an-
other striking example of the unre-
strained racist and terroristic mental-
ity in which the capitalists have
groomed their police forces to unleash
them on the masses. They are given a
virtual blank check to act as judge, jury
and executioner. Proof of this, is the
warm protection and instantaneous
cover-ups which the police department
and city government provide their
murderers. And this is because the
increasing police terror goes hand in
hand with the vicious discrimination,
the hunger and the growing unemploy-
ment and cheese lines filled by the
poor and the oppressed.

Therefore the working masses
should place their hopes in nothing
other than in developing the strength
of their own struggle against police
terror and the other attacks carried out
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battle the racist police

(The following article is excerpted
Jrom an article appearing in The West
Indian Voice, newspaper of the Carib-
bean Progressive Study Group, May
1983.)

A tense and volatile situation exists
in Miami. The racist city officialdom
and their police forces are determined
to crush the spirit of resistance of the
black people. The black people are
teeming with anger and outrage at the
worsening conditions of unemploy-
ment, hunger and poverty; at the
wanton police beatings and murders.
Recently, fierce clashes again erupted
between the black youth and the racist
police forces.

An Arbitrary Assault on
the Black Youth

On Sunday, March 13, under the
pretext of simply curbing excessive
noise, large numbers of police
swarmed down on 500 black youths at
a disco block party in Africana Square
in the Liberty City section of Miami.
Just making too much noise was suffi-
cient to warrant an army of well-
armed, club wielding police. In fact, it
is clear that this was just an arbitrary
pretext to literally beat the black youth
into submission, to seek retribution in
blood for the recent revolts by the
working masses against police terror
and to try out the latest ‘‘riot control’’

tactics which the police have polished
up and refined since the last mass
rebellion there. But the black people of
Liberty City replied to these latest
attacks by fighting the police, declar-
ing once again that they have had
enough!

Joined by other working people from
the area, the youths replied by pepper-
ing the police with rocks and bottles.
They threw up barricades made out of
dumpsters and hurled their contents at
the police. They then set the dump-
sters ablaze to keep the police at a dis-
tance. Terrified by this response and
seeking desperately to prevent the
fighting from spreading and engulfing
the entire Liberty City area, the police
cordoned off a 40-block area. In the
area which the police placed under
siege, the militant youth battled the
police fiercely for at least four hours,
raided two Dbusiness places and
damaged at least two police cars while
suffering 31 arrests and three injuries.
The youths then staged a spirited and
militant march down a four-lane
thoroughfare, angrily denouncing the
police terrorists.

This latest incident shows once
again that despite all the talk about
‘‘rehabilitation’”” and empty promises
about “‘justice’’ being made to prevail,
the black people of Miami remain
severely discriminated against and
continue to live under a reign of racist
police terror. O

of the authorities who are able to smile
and proclaim that they are cracking
down on the racists, while at the very
same time they are using all kinds of
dirty tricks to protect them.

With Reagan as their chief racist,
the rich are going all out to completely
segregate the black people from the
rest of the working class, and to deny
them even the most elementary rights.
The monopoly capitalists want to split
and weaken the working class in the
face of their offensive of starvation and
war. They are using the racist gangs
and more and more unleashing police
terror in an effort to impose fascist
slavery on the entire working class.

The continuing protection of the

murderers of William Atkinson by the
government shows for the millionth
time that the capitalist government in
the U.S. will never bring justice or
equality for the black people. The path
promoted by the liberal Democrats and
the black community misleaders of
relying on the courts or on the good
will of the government has once again
proved bankrupt. The only answer to
the racist offensive of the rich is for
the working masses to take things into
their own hands, just like when the
Klan was run out of town in October.
Demonstrations, revolutionary mass
action, and building the independent
movement of the working class: this
is the path that we must take! O
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Ford Assembly Plant in Chicago:

Auto workers reject
‘lifetime job security’ fraud

On March 19, the workers at Chica-
go’s Torrence Avenue Assembly
Plant overwhelmingly defeated the so-
called “‘lifetime job security’’ program
cooked up by the Ford Motor Company
and the top leadership of the UAW.
The workers realized that far from
‘‘job security’’ this program meant
enormous job-eliminating concessions.
Over 79% of the workers voting said
““No!”’ to this vicious concessions
scheme. This is an important setback
for the concessions railroad of the auto
monopolies and the UAW sellouts and
another sign that the rank-and-file
workers are rallying to the fight
against concessions.

In 1982, when Ford and the UAW
hacks were attempting to shove wage
and benefit concessions down the
workers’ throats, the ‘‘lifetime job
security’’ proposal became the center-
piece of the capitalists’ argument on
why the workers should accept con-
cessions. Together Ford, the UAW
heads and the news media cranked out
one story after another claiming that
the takeback contract was a ‘‘vic-
tory’’ for the workers because they had
just ““‘won’’ ‘‘lifetime job security.”’
Doug Fraser, then the president of
the UAW, went on national TV to hail
the new mood of ‘‘cooperation’’ and
harmony with Ford. He promised that
the constant fear of layoffs would soon

be a thing of the past because, start-
ing with two plants, the program
would eventually be spread to every
auto plant in the country.

In the newspapers and TV there was
all kinds of speculation about which
plants would be “‘lucky’’ enough to be
picked for the pilot ‘‘lifetime job secu-
rity’’ program. In the end, the Tor-
rence Avenue plant was one of the two
plants chosen in the country. Then
again the capitalist news media ran
countless stories about how workers
from other parts of the country were

jealous that their plants had not been ’

chosen for the program.

However, when the actual *‘lifetime
job security’’ proposal was shown to
the Torrence Avenue workers they be-
came hopping mad. All in all the pro-
posal contained 22 different con-
cessions, while the promise of job
security proved to be nothing but a
damned lie. The sole aim of the pro-
gram was to step up job combina-
tions, job elimination and speedup.
The rank-and-file workers loudly
denounced it as a ‘“‘fraud,” ‘‘a cruel
hoax”’ and ‘‘a plan to get local con-
cessions.”’

Just take a look at three of the more
outrageous provisions of the proposal:

@ First, there would be layoffs from
another round of job-eliminating
productivity measures, and then only

80% of those workers still on the job
would be provided ‘‘lifetime job secu-
rity.”” But what is more, the “‘lifetime”’
security would only last 18 months,
that is, until the contract expires in
September, 1984.

® Major job elimination would take
place in the plant through the combin-
ation of a whole slew of job classifics
tions. For example, all maintenance
welder jobs would be eliminated and
all other maintenance workers would
be forced to do welding.

® Ford and the UAW heads would
set up a joint committee to ‘‘selectively
screen’’ the records of the workers on
layoff. This committee could then wipe
out the recall rights of any worker
that the committee decided *‘didn’t
meet the minimum attendance and
work-related standards’’ regardless of
the worker’s seniority.

The workers’ rejection of this
“‘lifetime job security’’” fraud is a sig-
nificant step in the fight against con-
cessions. It has provided an exposure
that the auto monopolies are not about
to trade concessions for job security.
Rather, they are solely concerned to
maximize their profits by snatching
concessions from the workers and then
snatching more in the form of job
elimination and overwork of those still
employed. Further, this struggle has
shown the disgusting depths of

Nurses on strike at Buffalo General

(The following article is excerpted
from a leaflet issued by the Buffalo
Branch of the Marxist-Leninist Party,
USA on May 11, 1983.)

On May 1, the 800 nurses of Buffalo
General Hospital/Deaconess went out
on strike. Like all working people,
these nurses are facing the devastation
caused by the economic crisis and the
Reaganite offensive of the rich. Simply
put, their wages are meager, their
working conditions nearly insufferable
and their benefits are practically nil.
Without struggle to improve these
conditions things only promise to get
worse. Therefore, the nurses have
gone on strike, demanding higher
wages and increased benefits.

The Buffalo General Hospital
management has taken ruthless meas-
ures to break the strike, including
arming their security guards, calling
in the mounted police and hiring
scabs.

The actions of the Buffalo General
management to suppress the strike
are right in line with the general
Reaganite offensive of the bourgeoi-
sie. Buffalo General/Deaconess is one
of the major private hospitals in the
area. It has turned one handsome prof-
it after another for nearly every year
for the last ten. Its Board of Directors
is filled with the richest bankers and
industrialists in the area. In fact, it

is truly testimony to their brutal logic
that Buffalo General has plenty of
money to improve their profits picture
through expansion and the construc-
tion of new buildings but not one pen-
ny for the striking nurses. Strike-
breaking, mass firings, wage cuts,
increased productivity, this is what
Reaganite reaction means to the live-
lihood and working conditions of the
working class. The mass firing of the
air traffic controllers, concessions
pacts in auto and steel, cuts in social
services, this has been the ugly reality
of the current offensive of the bour-
geoisie. The Reaganite actions have
given the green light to every two-bit
capitalist Napoleon to attack the work-
ing class. It is just such elements that
run Buffalo General and it is from this
angle that they are attempting to sup-
press the striking nurses.

But the nurses at Buffalo General
have not been cowed down. They have
refused to back off from their just de-
mands. And they have maintained
their militant picket lines.

This fighting stand of the nurses
has won them the support of workers
throughout Buffalo. Numerous soli-
darity actions have taken place, includ-
ing sympathy walkouts by construction
workers at Buffalo General. Other
workers from hospitals and factories
across the city have joined the nurses
on the picket line. Nurses from tem-

porary agencies and nursing students
throughout the area have vowed not
to allow any scabbing from their ranks.
And last Friday, nearly 1,000' workers
staged a militant rally and march in
support of the nurses.

The tremendous solidarity for the
nurses’ strike shows clearly that all
the workers are eager for a fight
against the capitalists. The fighting
stand of the nurses and the solidarity
actions of other workers have blown up
the hospital management’s arrogance.
At least for the moment, it has shot to
pieces their plans to break the nurses’
strike by recruiting scabs.

Conirade workers: The arrogant
offensive of the rich must be answered
by the workers. The Buffalo General
nurses have defied their bosses’
threats and are pursuing their strike
for higher wages and better benefits.
They are picketing around the clock,
and have organized mass rallies and a
mass march. Their stand has already
won the respect and support of much
of the working class. The working
class should close its ranks on this
question and deal a blow to the offen-
sive of the rich by standing firm with
the striking nurses.

Fight the Reaganite offensive of the
rich!

Victory to the striking nurses! O

treachery of the leaders of the UAW,
who tried to foist this concessions
deal onto the rank and file. The fight

against concessions must go ahead.
But it can only do so through a vigor-
ous fight against the sellout union

chieftains. O

GM workers
resist the bitter fruits
of concessions

It has been a little over a year since
the GM auto billionaires extracted
$2.5 billion in wage and benefit con-
cessions from the GM workers. Since
then General Motors has been imple-
menting its concessions program in
plant after plant. The assembly lines
are being sped up, robots and comput-
ers are being installed everywhere,
thousands of jobs are being eliminated
or combined, and the workers are be-
ing put on forced overtime week after
week.

During this period of outrageous
slave-driving, the GM tycoons have
raked in billions in profits — $962 mil-
lion for '82 and a whopping $653 mil-
lion for the first quarter of 83! But is
GM Chairman Roger Smith satisfied
with this? Not a chance! He wants
more and more. Let’s let Mr. Smith
speak for himself: “‘I think we did pret-
ty well. It’s not where I want to be but
compared to last year, it is better.”

In the past year, the UAW hacks
with Fraser at the head have enthu-
siastically supported the auto billion-
aires’ drive for concessions. They’ve
cheered on GM’s demands for local
concessions in plant after plant. But
these local concessions plots have not
fared well; many have gone down to
defeat.

In GM plants across the country, the
seeds of rebellion against concessions
are beginning to sprout. From their
own experience the workers are seeing
that the UAW sellouts can’t be trusted
for a single minute. On the lines, work-
ers are resisting the productivity
drives; protests and picket lines have
sprung up against layoffs and forced
overtime. And workers are calling for
local strikes against the bitter fruits of
concessions.

Kansas City Assembly Plant

This spring more than 7,000 assem-
bly plant workers at the Kansas City
plant have been put on forced over-
time, while 2,000 other plant workers
remain on long-term layoff.

Responding to this outrage, hun-
dreds of workers have vigorously de-
nounced the GM productivity drive
and set up picket lines outside the as-
sembly plant on Saturdays when the
forced overtime has been scheduled.

Delaware Assembly Plant
¢

Here as in other plants across the
country, GM has begun eliminating
jobs through instituting ‘‘mass relief”’
(shutting down the assembly lines for
breaks) instead of the standard ‘‘tag
relief’’ (individual breaks while the
line continues to run). This mass relief
program has meant the immediate
elimination of 450 relief men’s jobs.

The Delaware Assembly Plant work-
ers are demanding that the mass re-
lief program be immediately stopped.
Recently they overwhelmingly voted
for a local strike on this and other is-
sues.

California Van Nuys Assembly Plant

In March workers staged a mass
protest and picket demanding that GM

rehire laid-off workers and reinstitute
a second shift at the plant.

California GM Workers Protest
Against Forced Transfers to
Oklahoma City

This spring GM announced that
laid-off workers with high seniority
(10 or more years) from two closed
California assembly plants — Fremont
(near QOakland) and Southgate (near
Los Angeles) — would be forced to
move more than 1,500 miles across the
country to Oklahoma City to fill 400 job
openings there when second shift pro-
duction is started up. Workers with 15,
20 and even 25 years seniority were
told: Pick up your families, move to
Oklahoma City, or you will lose all of
your benefits, seniority, and recall
rights!

At both plants, hundreds and hun-
dreds of workers turned out at union
meetihgs to denounce GM and the
UAW top leadership who together
cooked up this scheme.

Workers Denounce the GM/Toyota
Fremont Deal

Early this spring, General Motors
and Toyota Motor Co. announced a
joint venture to produce a sub-compact
car at the closed Fremont, California
Assembly Plant. Right from the start,
it was clear that GM and Toyota had
insidious plans for the thousands of
Fremont workers on permanent layoff.
In a joint statement the heads of GM
and Toyota announced that they had
just formed a ‘‘new company’’ under
‘“‘new ownership’’; that they were
‘‘starting from scratch’’; that they
would not be bound by any previous
UAW/GM contracts; that they were
going to hire a ‘‘new work force’’ for
the plant; and that the Fremont work-
ers shouldn’t expect to get their jobs
back. Furthermore, GM Chairman
Roger Smith proclaimed that, if there
was going to be a UAW contract for
the plant, then it would be “‘special’’
with newer and deeper concessions
than those already imposed upon the
GM workers.

Outside the plant, 700 workers mili-
tantly denounced the GM/Toyota
scheme. The Fremont workers have
vowed to wage a determined fight to
regain their rightful jobs at the Fre-
mont plant.

Since then the Fremont workers
have called for support from other
UAW workers across the country. In
one plant after another, from Detroit
to Delaware, from Kansas City to Los
Angeles, support is growing, with the
call going out: If the Fremont workers
aren’t rehired — a national strike at
GM! (]

Lynn, Mass:

GE workers
fight wage cuts and speedup

A three-day strike began April 22 at
the General Electric complex in Lynn,
Massachusetts. Workers from Build-
ing 66B in the turbine section of the
complex walked off their jobs in pro-
test against the wage-cutting produc-
tivity drive of the GE billionaires.
While the top bureaucrats of the IUE
are calling for ‘‘cooperation’” with
the capitalists, the rank-and-file
workers are turning to strike action.
This is a good sign. Only the mass
action of the workers can defeat
GE’s plans and defend the wages and
jobs of the workers.

GE is continuing a vicious produc-
tivity drive against the workers.
Piecework prices are being cut;
customary extra labor charges for
working to unusual conditions or
standards are being refused; piece-
work jobs are being eliminated and
replaced with jobs at often lower rates;
jobs are being combined; automatiofi
and speedup are being put in place.
The GE moneybags claim that this is
all for the good of the workers, but
their real aim is all too clear, They
want to increase their profits through
getting more work from fewer workers
and at lower wages.

This brutal drive by the GE capital-
ists demands staunch mass resistance

from the workers. But the top IUE
bureaucrats are continuing their policy
of “‘class peace,’’ of siding with GE in
this struggle. Even while the workers
from 66B were striking to defend
themselves, the pages of Local 201
Electrical Union News were filled with
articles about ‘‘cooperation,’’ ‘‘a new
approach’> and ‘‘non-traditional’’
ways to deal with the lack of work
notices and the like. At the same time,
the misleaders of the local union re-
fused to even organize leafleting in
support of the strikers, much less any-
thing like picketing. They made every
effort to keep the strike and even
knowledge of the strike confined to one
building, under the pretext that these
issues are limited to only that building.
It seems the ‘‘new approach’ and
‘‘non-traditional ways’’ they have in
mind means to throw out the tradition
the working class has of uniting to
defend their wages and jobs by
fighting against the capitalists.

Clearly, to fight against GE’s wage-
cutting productivity drive the workers
cannot rely on the union bureaucrats.
Rather they must get organized on
their own and build their job actions
into a stubborn mass struggle against
the GE slave drivers.

Trenton, Michigan:

Steel Workers Wildcat
at McLouth Steel

On May 22nd, 200 steel workers at
McLouth Steel in Trenton, Michigan
staged a wildcat walkout against an
order to perform unsafe work.

McLouth Steel is widely promoted in
the steel industry as a model of speed-
up, wage cutting and job elimination
through ‘‘concessions bargaining.”
In three rounds of concessions the
workers have been saddled with
enormous wage and benefit cuts.
In the last round alone, when the mill
was bought by Chicago industrialist
Cyrus Tang, the cutbacks totaled $5
per hour per worker. As well, the
United Steel Worker hacks gave away
huge concessions in work rule changes,
job combinations, reductions in crew
size, and so on. Five thousand jobs
have been eliminated and the remain-
ing 2,000 workers suffer under a mur-
derous productivity drive, overwork
and ever more dangerous conditions.

On May 22, a foreman in the con-
tinuous caster section of the mill
ordered a bottom roll change to be
performed with only two millwrights
instead of the normal three. When the
workers protested against this danger-
ous procedure, the foreman arrogantly
declared that there are no longer
any safety rules at McLouth and the
workers must obey or be fired.

Such reductions in crew size below
safe levels have become a frequent

occurrence at McLouth where some of
the most brutal ‘‘concessions’’ in the
steel industry have been imposed on
the workers. But this time the com-
pany ran into a brick wall.

Outraged at the foreman’s order the
workers walked off the job, taking with
them over 100 workers, about three-
fourths of the Sunday evening shift.
They set up a picket line and were

joined by another 100 workers who-

were coming in for the midnight shift.
Picket signs were drawn up on the
spot declaring ‘‘No Safety! No Work!"’
The workers vigorously, condemned
their concessions contract which had
led to such dangerous conditions in
the mill. And they repeatedly de-
nounced Harry Lester, the director of
District 29 of the United Steel Workers
union, who had shoved the conces-
sions deals down the workers’ throats.

Disorganized by the treachery of
their sellout union ‘‘leadership’’ and
decimated by the enormous layoffs,
the McLouth workers have had a
difficult time organizing their re-
sistance. But this wildcat serves notice
that the workers have had enough.
The workers have suffered terribly
from the capitalists’ concessions drive.
But they are regrouping to fight and
they will wage a stern struggle against
the steel billionaires and the sellout
union bosses. L]

CHICAGO
Continued from page 3

not add up to a fight against Reagan-
ism. Rather they are what has become
the typical program of the Democratic
Party: honeyed phrases to sweeten up
the bitter impoverishment and oppres-
sion of the working rhasses. Wash-
ington has become mayor, but it’s poli-
tics as usual at city hall.

A Fight for Tokenism and
the Spoils of Office

It should not be thought from all of
this that Washington has no differ-
ences with Reaganism or the local ma-
chine of the Democratic Party. He has
one. Washington has steadfastly cam-
paigned for putting a few more black
politicians into the offices of the city
government. And this campaign has
led to the current bruhaha in the City
Council.

As soon as Washington came into
office he began moves to replace some
of the old Democratic Party machine
bosses who head up the powerful com-
mittees of the City Council with some
of his black allies. But Vrdolyak, the
head of the Chicago Democratic Party
machine, overtrumped him. Rallying
29 ‘“‘machine” votes on the S0-man
council, Vrdolyak removed the few
black committee chairmen that there
were, relegated them to the most
insignificant of the committees, and
put his own white allies in the more
powerful posts.

This fight over the spoils of office is
being portrayed as a stirring struggle
against racism.

It is true that the encrusted Chicago
Democratic Party machine is racist to

the core. It is true that it has for years
presided over the most notorious seg-
regation. in housing and education,
over widespread job discrimination
and over brutal police terror. It is so
racist that it desires the absolute mini-
mum number of blacks in responsible
government positions.

But Washington will not fight the
‘““machine’’ racism which affects the
broadest sections of the working
masses. He fights only for tokenism,
for a few black faces in high places.

In this Washington has the backing
of the national Democratic Party. It
threw some $70,000 into his election
campaign and sent its superstars
like Kennedy, Mondale and Glenn
trooping to Chicago to stump for
Washington. The national Democratic
Party leadership understands that
value of tokenism.

Tokenism is a favorite weapon of the
capitalists to deceive the masses, to
claim that progress is being made, to
pretend that the oppressed black peo-
ple are at last finding their place in the
sun. Over the last decade tokenism has
been made the policy in city after city,
in Hatcher’s Gary, in Coleman
Young’s Detroit and elsewhere. But
nowhere has it ever led to relief for the
long-suffering black workers.

The fight against racism requires,
not the tokenism of Washington, but
the serious mass struggle of the work-
ing class.

For a Real Fight Against Reaganism

The racist onslaught in Chicago
must be fought. The racist bosses
should be condemned at every turn
and a stern mass struggle organized
against discrimination and racist ter-

ror.
But such a struggle cannot be waged
with the likes of Harold Washington.
Washington promised a fight. But
he has already cancelled out of speak-
ing at an anti-war rally; he has called
a halt to any marches against the racist
““machine’’ bosses; and he has busied
himself with ‘‘negotiations” for a
*‘compromise’’ on the City Council.
Washington promised reforms. But
he himself is now presiding over the
austerity attacks on the workers.
Washington promised to stand in-
dependent. But he is proving that he is
just another Democratic Party politi-
cian who pledges you the sun, moon
and stars on election day, but delivers
cold oppression once in office.

Yesterday many voted for Washing-
ton. Today many are becoming disil-
lusioned with him. This is a good sign.
A serious fight against the Reaganite
program of racism, starvation and war
preparations can only be organized if
the workers break with the silver-
tongued liars of the Democratic Party,
and build up their own independent
movement. The black, latino and white
workers must push forward their mass
actions, forge solid organizations and
heighten their class consciousness.
Uniting in their own independent
movement the working class is an in-
vincible force, a force that can smash
the Reaganite offensive and put an end
to all racist oppression and capitalist
misery. O

BARBADOS
Continued from page 9

the nurses to work 52% hours per
week and lose one day off.

This rescheduling plan was on the
drawing board since December 1981
and was to be implemented at the be-
ginning of this year. But with the mili-
tant mood rising among the nurses,
the government decided to postpone
its plans and bide time. But when the
government did order the reschedul-
ing, the nurses immediately defied
the government’s dictate and con-
tinued to work the old schedule. In
an attempt to crush the workers’
defiance, the Adams government
threatened to reduce the leave eligi-
bility of the nurses and take other re-
prisals. Faced with the threat of re-
prisals, the nurses immediately took
strike action.

The regime of Tom Adams, whose
Barbados Labor Party is a member of

the social-democratic Second Inter-
national, has been spearheading a
vicious offensive against the working
masses of Barbados. Faced with a
deepening economic crisis, the gov-
ernment has been unfolding one round
of attacks after another against the
already hard-pressed toilers. Promptly
after winning the last elections the
Adams government began to unfold
a vicious program to increase taxes,
order more layoffs, cut wages and
start a ‘‘productivity’’ bonanza to
sweat the workers to the bone.

An important feature of these
attacks has been the moves made by
the government to bypass contract
negotiations and directly legislate
contracts on behalf of the capitalists
and itself. The government has been
making concerted efforts to pass
legislation outlawing strikes in much

Continued on page 7
See BARBADOS
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1,500 Seattle metal trades workers strike against concessions

The anti-concessions strike of 1,500
metal trades workers is stirring the
working class in Seattle. Workers
from the shipyards, Boeing and other
work places have been joining the
metal trades picket lines and partici-
pating in their mass actions. These
workers themselves face contract
struggles against concessions later on
this year. They are encouraged by the
defiant spirit of the metal trades work-
ers and are being drawn to see that
they themselves must take to the
Streets in mass strikes if they are to
defend their jobs and livelihood from
the concessions onslaught of the
capitalists.

The Seattle Branch of the Marxist-
Leninist Party has been active in the
metal trades strike and in spreading
the news of this struggle to the work-
ers throughout the city.

On April 11, just after 300 metal
trades workers launched their strike,
the MLP produced a leaflet calling for
the workers to ‘‘Spread the Strike to
All the Shops!’’ The leaflet exposed
the capitalist fraud of ‘‘concessions
save jobs'' and blasted the treachery
of the union bigwigs who were re-
fusing to take a firm stand against
concessions and were sabotaging the
struggle.

Again on April 25, after the strike
grew to 1,500 workers, the MLP put

out a leaflet hailing the fighting work-
ers, exposing the weak-kneed maneu-
vering of the sellout union bureau-
crats, and calling on the rank and file
to take independent action.

These leaflets were distributed
widely on the picket lines, at union
meetings, on the May 6 march and
elsewhere. In every case they were
met with enthusiasm. This and the
other work of the MLP helped to
galvanize the workers on the line of
‘‘concessions won't save jobs,'' in-
creased their vigilance against the
union hacks, and helped to release
their initiative in organizing mass
action.

While the activity of the MLP has
been enthusiastically greeted by the
rank and file, the top union hacks have
gone into a panic. Not only have they
threatened supporters of the MLP, but
they have tried to whip up an anti-
communist hysteria, branding every
initiative of the rank-and-file workers
as ‘‘communist organized. '’ This fren-
zy of the sellout union bosses is only
assisting the workers to see that the
communists are indeed the staunchest
fighters in the interests of the workers
against the capitalists.

Below we reprint the April 25 leaf-
let of the Seattle Branch of the MLP
and a report on the May 6 demonstra-
tion of the metal trades workers.

On Monday April 18th, 1,500 metal
trades workers from 24 companies
went out on strike. These workers join
the 300 who had already struck Jor-
gensen Steel, Washington Iron Works
and Northwest Bolt and Nut 10 days
earlier. Together, these workers are
fighting against the savage conces-
sions drive of the metal trades capital-
ists.

The latest companies to be struck
include Pacific Car and Foundry,
Kenworth Truck, Isaacson Steel and
others. They are repressented in the
negotiations by Washington Metal
Trades, Inc. It and the other three
steel capitalists have made nearly
identical demands on the workers.
They want to force the workers to
take wage cuts as high as 44%, as
well as cuts in overtime pay, cuts in
medical and dental benefits, the
elimination of two paid holidays, the
changing of eligibility rules to cheat
many out of vacations, the weakening
of seniority rules and many other
takebacks. When the 1,500 workers of
PC&F, Kenworth, and the others were
presented with these outrageous de-
mands on April 18, they voted over-
whelmingly to spread the metal
trades’ strike to all the shops.

The capitalists are trying hard to
break the strike. But the workers have
shown their determination to fight
back and win. At Jorgensen for ex-
ample, large militant mass pickets of
100 workers were organized on April
11 and 12 when the company an-
nounced -it was bringing in scabs.
The workers heatedly confronted the

strikebreakers and drove a number of
them away. At other places, such as
Isaacson Steel, workers have coura-
geously blocked the path of steelhaul-
ing trucks which the capitalists were
attempting to run through the gates.
And the workers contemptuously re-
jected the ultimatum of Jorgensen,
Washington Iron and NW Bolt and Nut
to return to work or be permanently
replaced.

“Democracy’’ in Action

Already this strike has provided a
glaring exposure of the police and the
courts as the capitalists’ bought-and-
paid-for instruments of repression
against the workers’ struggle. When
the mass pickets at Jorgensen threat-
ened to succeed in blocking scabs, the
King County police riot squad, all
decked out in helmets and clubs,
was sent in to force the gates open.
(Incidentally, the King County govern-
ment is headed by Randy Revelle, a
member of the so-called ‘‘friends of
labor’> — the Democratic Party.)
The workers fiercely denounced these
rabid guard dogs of the rich, who were
literally frothing at the mouth and
obviously itching for a physical con-
frontation. And on April 12, the King
County Superior Court issued an in-
junction againt the Jorgensen workers
prohibiting them from having more
than six pickets in front of the gates.
This provides a glimpse of the real
character of the ‘‘democratic right to
strike’’ allowed by the government of
the monopolies: ‘‘Strike, if you must,
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The struggle is breaking out 3
All across the land. :
Everywhere workers are seething
Against the Reagan plan.

CHORUS:

Workers, organize. Workers, organize.
Workers, organize. Workers, orga;z,ize.

“If you want to save your job,'’
they say,

*‘Give us more concessions. "’

A seductive tune to rob the class

In the midst of the Depression.

CHORUS:

Workers, organize. To hell with
Reagan's lies.

Workers, organize. To hell with
Reagan'’s lies.

Democratic liars and union hacks

All push the Reagan line.

The profits of the billionaires

Are all they have in mind.

CHORUS: :
Workers, organize. Workers, organize.
QV orkers, organize. Workers, organize.

E===C.
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' These traitors will say anything to

IZE

Save profits for industry.

They don't give a tinker's damn

For the workers' misery.

CHORUS:

Workers, organize. To hell with the
sellout lies.

Workers, organize. To hell with the
sellout lies.

Against the capitalist offensive!
Against the union bosses!

Rise up and fight to ensure

The rich take all the losses.
CHORUS:

Workers, organize. Workers, organize.
Workers, organize. Workers, organize.

We'll never be satisfied

Short of ending exploitation.

Our struggle today is aiming for

The socialist revolution.

CHORUS:

Workers, organize. Workers, organize.
Workers, organize. Workers, organize.

o

but the law gives the capitalists all
rights to use strikebreakers, and no
rights to the workers to resist them.’’
In the face of the outrageous attacks
of the capitalists and the government
on the metal trades workers’ strike,
the support for the struggle among the
thousands of workers in the Seattle
area continues to grow. A significant
feature of many of the picket lines has
been the participation of workers from
other industries, such as the shipyards
and Boeing. This enthusiasm for the
mass struggle of the metal trades
workers reflects the sentiment of all
the workers locally for class-wide
solidarity against the takeback offen-
sive of the entire class of employers.

Once Again on the
“‘Concessions Will Save Jobs’’ Fraud

The huge concessions demands of
the metal trades capitalists have only
one aim — to impoverish the workers
for the sake of the fat profits of the
metal trades owners. But the rich
owners, speaking in most pious tones,
insist that they are really concerned
solely for saving the workers’ jobs. In a
statement released to the Seattle Post
Intelligencer on April 21, a spokesman
for Metal Trades, Inc. complained that
the current average wage of $12.92
made Seattle area shops ‘‘noncompeti-
tive’” compared to ones with wages at
the national average of $8.85. He said
that in past years the number of metal
shop workers averaged 4-5,000,
compared to the present level of 1,500
workers. ‘This fact,”’ he said, ‘‘should
convince the union’s leadership that
a substantial reduction in wage rates
is necessary to create more jobs for
their members.’’

But the truth of the matter is that
concessions will not save a single job.
It does not make a bit of difference
whether a particular company is swim-
ming in profits or temporarily suf-
fering a loss. In either case, the money
extracted from the workers in conces-
sions is not used to provide more jobs,
but to invest in more modern equip-
ment and automation. This enables the
capitalists to operate with an even
smaller work force than before. No-
where is this seen more clearly than in
the auto and steel industries where
thousands of workers have been per-
manently replaced by computerized
robots and other machines, financed in
part by the concessions stolen from the
workers. Concessions do not save jobs,
but do increase the profits of the capi-
talists. That is why they are showing
more than a ‘‘casual interest’’ in them.

Caught red-handed in one lie, any
capitalist worth his salt will create
another one. ‘“‘Well, so what if we
want concessions to fatten our profits
and use them to invest in more ma-
chines and reduce the work force?
Without these profits we’d have to
close down and then all jobs would be
lost.”” Superficially, this seems to
make some sense, until it is realized
that time after time, failing companies
have demanded and received wage
concessions, then turned around and
went bankrupt anyway, throwing the

‘workers into the streets. Meanwhile

the banks sell off the remaining assets
and whistle a happy tune about the
wage cuts that kept the interest pay-
ments rolling in.

But there is yet another lie that
needs to be punctured. Who says the
metal trades capitalists are losing
money and having a hard time ‘‘stay-
ing competitive?’’ You guessed it —
the owners themselves. Listen to Ned
Flohr, president of Flohr Metal Fabri-
cators: ‘‘If anybody told you they were
making a profit, I think they’d be lying
to you.’”’ (Seattle PI, April 19, 1983)
Well the very next day Mr. Flohr woke
up with his foot in his mouth as the
Seattle Times announced PACCAR’s
profits for the first quarter of 1983 as
$S million. And PACCAR is the big-
gest employer in the metal trades by
far.

Thus, all the arguments that say
concessions will benefit the workers
are bankrupt capitalist propaganda
and a lie from A to Z.

The Top Trade Union
Officials Cannot Be Trusted
in the Slightest

Against these attacks the workers
have raised their own demands —
‘“‘No wage cuts! No takebacks!’’ But
the union bureaucrats oppose this
stand of the workers and support
concessions. In our April 11 leaflet
‘“‘Supprt the Metal Trades Strike!
Spread the Strike to All the Shops!”’
we showed how they have done
nothing to oppose the *‘concessions
will save jobs’’ fraud.

Since the strike broke out, Joe
Pilato, Boilermaker official and leader
of the Joint Negotiating Committee
(JNC) has only confirmed their support
for concessions again and again. On
April 18 on King TV Pilato said that
the JNC was engaged in ‘‘concessions
bargaining.”” Doesn’t this mean bar-

gaining over the extent of the con-
cessions to be imposed? In the Seattle
PI on April 21 he called a $2 wage cut
‘‘pretty extreme.’’ Doesn’t this mean
that Pilato considers a less extreme
wage cut acceptable? Or take his
statement in the Seattle Times on
April 22 that ‘‘We had just wanted to
hold the line (and freeze wages). We
felt that was concession enough.”
With such a starting position, any give
and take in the negotiations would
result in agreeing to a wage cut.

All of this confirms the accuracy of
a report we received from NW Bolt and
Nut workers that Pilato offered to
accept a $1.25 wage cut, which the
company, however, refused. If Mr.
Pilato should say we are being unfair
to him, we ask: where has he made the
clear and unequivocable statement of
‘‘no wage cuts, no takaways,”’ which
is the demand of the workers? No-
where.

What is the attitude of the union
bureaucrats to the workers’ militant
resistance to the strikebreakers?
The Machinists’ Strike Bulletin #3
says: ‘‘Don’t be fooled by the SCABS

...”” They write, ‘““These SCABS can’t
do our jobs.’’ ‘‘“They were only hired
to try to scare our members.”’ In
other words, don’t fight the scabs;
they are nothing to worry about.
What was their attitude to the court
injunction banning mass pickets at
Jorgensen? An article in the April 21
PI states: ‘‘Pilato said that the unions
did not oppose the injunction because
they have been conducting orderly
picketing anyway.’”” Imagine that!
The capitalist courts, backed by the
riot squad, give all rights to the em-
ployer to send in scabs and no rights to
the workers to resist — and Pilato says
hey, that’s OK with me. (1)

Under tremendous pressure from
the rank-and-file workers, the union
officials consented to a strike. But the
facts show that they are actually in
favor of concessions and are dead-set
against an effective, militant strike.

Independent Action
and Organization!

To defeat the concession demands,
the strike needs to be strengthened.

The treachery of the union hacks
makes it necessary for the workers to
rely entirely on their own efforts and
own organization. It is necessary to
expose the ‘‘concessions will save
jobs’’ fraud to unite all the workers.
Expose every sellout maneuver of
the union officials. Stepped up re-
sistance to the strikebreakers, police
and courts is required in order to shut
the companies down tight. To achieve
these objectives, workers need the
truth. Spread the leaflets of the MLP
everywhere. And the workers should
meet together to plan these actions.

The metal trades workers are in the
forefronr;{ of the fight against con-
cessions locally which the shipyard,
Boeing and many other workers will
be facing in the coming months. They
deserve the firm support of the entire
working class.

No wage cuts, no takebacks!

Shut the plants down tight! O

A militant demonstration by

1

On May 6th, 400 striking metal
trades workers staged a militant
demonstration through the industrial
district of Seattle. The march was
called under the slogans of ‘“‘No Cut-
backs,”’ ““Support the Metal Trades
Strike.”’ And along the entire two-mile
march the workers loudly chanted over
and 'over again ‘‘No Concessions!
Down With the Scabs!”’

The march paraded by three of the
shops being struck, saluting the
picketers and denouncing scabs. Be-
fore the march arrived, the capitalists
of Isaacson Steel sent home the hand-
ful of scabs they had hired in order to
avoid a confrontation. The other
companies kept their few scabs hidden
for the same reason. At Jorgensen
Steel, where two strikers had been
arrested April 11 during a mass con-
frontation with the scabs and their
King County police escorts, the
demonstration stopped for an im-
promptu rally. Picket signs reading
‘‘Jorgensen — Reagan’’ and ‘“‘E. M.
Jorgey Reagan’s Hit Man’’ were
raised high, and the chant ‘‘We Hate
Scabs!’’ rose to a crescendo for about
20 minutes. '

The demonstration was also called
to protest against the King County
Police Department which has been
used to suppress mass picketing and

T

Striking metal trades workers marching through Seattle’s industrial district, May 6.

to protect scabs.
Union Bosses Oppose the March

The march was initiated and organ-
ized by rank-and-file activists from the
metal trades and shipyards. They put
out their own leaflet demanding
‘“‘No Cutbacks’’ and distributed it
widely to the striking workers and also
to the shipyard workers who are in
many of the same unions as the metal
trades workers and who are strong
supporters of the strike.

The top union bosses initially
‘‘tolerated’’ the call for the march.
But as May 6 drew near and as the
workers became increasingly militant
and galvanized around the fighting
slogan of ‘‘No Concessions!,”’ the
union hacks went into a frenzy against
the march. The union bureaucrats be-
gan hopping around like jackrabbits,
trying to undermine the march at
union meetings, on picket lines, at
the shipyards and elsewhere. Joe
Pilato, the head of the Joint Negotiat-
ing Committee, denounced the march
as ‘‘organized by communists.”’ Try-
ing to besmirch the powerful call for
““No Concessions!,”” he made lying
claims that ‘‘the communists just want
to use the strike for their own ends!”’

But the rank-and-file activists re-

Seattle strikers

¥
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fused to bow down to the hacks. They
went ahead with their plans for the
march and the masses of workers re-
sponded to their call.

Having failed to suppress the
march, the union bureaucrats shifted,
squelched their leaflets hot off the
press ‘‘denouncing’’. the march as
‘‘communist organized,’’ ate their own
words, and trooped off to the rally
site. There they tried to take over the
march and prevent it from being a
militant expression of the workers’
fighting spirit. But all of their attempts
to divert the workers from the fighting
slogan of ‘‘No Concessions! Down
With the Scabs!’’ were in vain, For
example, when the union hacks no-
ticed that the policemen’s motor-
cycles were made by Kawasaki, they
yelped ‘‘Buy American’’ a few times.
But this resulted only in several work-
ers rolling their eyes as if to say
‘‘What can you do with these guys?’’

Despite the attempts of the top
union bureaucrats to suppress the
march and then to take it over, the
demonstration was a roaring success.
It played an important role in further
uniting the workers against conces-
sions, in organizing the rank and file
for militant mass action, and in rally-
ing them to dig in to carry their strike
through to the end. O

Seattle:
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- Meatpackers strike against pay cuts

(The following article is excerpted
from a leaflet issued by the Seattle
Branch of the Marxist-Leninist Party,
USA on April 11, 1983.)

The workers of Oberto Sausage Co.
are standing firm as a rock since going
out on strike on February 15. They are
striking against the outrageous ‘‘take-
back’’ demands of the capitalist own-
ers. The Marxist-Leninist Party —
Seattle Branch hails the Oberto work-
ers and calls upon all workers to sup-
port their struggle. :

The strike is a fitting reply to the
arrogant demands of Oberto, who
wants a $1.25 pay cut and to take away
the guaranteed work week of 36 hours.
On tope of all of this, Oberto would
reduce benefits to the minimum. Any
workers who do not get 36 hours of
work in a week would be denied medi-
cal benefits. Sick leave would be cut
from 160 to 80 hours per year. (After
all, Oberto must reason, if the workers
can’t afford medical treatment, why
give them sick days?) In addition, two
holidays would be taken away and
supervisors and technicians would be
allowed to do the work _of production
workers. Both of these demands would
mean that Oberto could eliminate a
number of production workers’ jobs.

From the beginning, the Oberto

owners thought they could walk all
over the 105 mostly women workers.
First, they came moaning to the work-
ers about ‘‘hard times.”” When the
workers challenged this song-and-
dance, the capitalist owners would not
even back it up with facts. The Oberto
owners then declared that they were
going to implement their takeback
demands on February 14, whether the
workers liked it or not. The workers
replied to this outrageous ultimatum
by overwhelmingly voting to strike on
the same day. Despite the attempts at

strikebreaking by the Oberto owners,
the workers have stood their ground.
On the picket lines, the workers have
carried out lively denunciations of the
company and the scabs they have
brought in. The workers have also
organized spirited mass pickets, which
have been warmly received by other
working people. They have shown
militancy and sacrifice in their re-
sistance to the Oberto -capitalists.
Their stand deserves the support of
the entire working class.

OIL WORKERS
Continued from page 8

cluding lunch time meetings, rallies,
placard protests throughout the com-
pany’s installations and they have
staged big demonstrations and
marches in the south of the country.
Theirs is a struggle of major impor-
tance not only for themselves but for
all the working masses in Trinidad and
Tobago. The attacks on the oil workers
today is the touchstone for major re-
trenchments and demands for conces-
sions being made by the capitalists
and the PNM government against the
broad working masses. What the
oil workers do about this will have
a significant bearing on the pace
of the development of the resist-

ance of the broad working masses
to the offensive of the capitalists, local
and foreign, and the PNM govern-
ment. The dangers which the oil work-
ers face have increased because the
policy being followed by the leaders of
the OWTU is to call on the corrupt gov-
ernment of the Trinidadian million-
aires to do the fighting — to restrain
the hand of the Texaco billionaires and
to convince the oil workers that the
government is on their side in the
dispute.

The oil workers are taking tempo-
rary setbacks but they will eventually
rebound, for the oil workers of Trini-
dad and Tobago harbor deep hatred
for all exploiters and they have power-
ful traditions of militancy and deter-
mination in the class struggle. OJ
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(The following article is reprinted
from the May 1983 issue of The West
Indian Voice, newspaper of the Carib-
bean Progressive Study Group.)

Reagan Waves the Big Stick
at Grenada

As part of Reagan’s escalating inter-
vention in Central America, the war-
monger Reagan has been hatching
plots and issuing explicit threats of
aggression against the Caribbean is-
land of Grenada. During February,
the Washington Post published a de-
tailed account of a covert action pre-
pared against Grenada by the CIA,
which was supposedly cancelled by
the Senate Intelligence Committee.
Then, on March 10, Reagan declared
that Grenada was a threat to U.S.
national security, and made the out-
landish charge that Grenada was the
scene of a Soviet-Cuba ‘‘military
buildup.”” Two weeks later Reagan
offered photos to prove his point —
photos of a simple airport being built
in Grenada — known to the whole
world.

Supposedly, it is just a matter of
time before the ‘‘weak,”” ‘‘defense-
less”” U.S. imperialists face their
‘“‘D’’-day at the hands of Grenada!
It may seem like paranoia, but there is
method to this madness. Such chau-
vinist hysteria and bellicose threats
are part and parcel of U.S. imperialist
aggression against Grenada, and not
the other way around.

The Case of the Mysterious
“Military Buildup’’ in Grenada

Reagan’s proof of a ‘‘Soviet military
buildup’’ in Grenada centers on “‘spy-
plane photos’’ of the well-kmown Point
Saline International Airport being built
on the island. Reagan’s proof is that
the airport’s runway is 10,000 feet
long!! Oh, what a terrible crime! But
the Reagan administration has always
known all the facts about this airport
fully well. The U.S. was one of the
governments approached by the Gre-
nada government for money to con-
struct the airport. The government of
Grenada was denied U.S. capital for
this project and has proceeded to
build the airport through loans and
‘‘aid”’ from the European imperialist
allies of the U.S. and from Cuba.
Indeed, British, Finnish, Canadian,
and American contractors are involved
in different aspects of the airport pro-
ject. In fact the United States’ 800-man
American Medical College operates
directly adjacent to the airport project
— within direct eyesight!

Grenada’s present Pearls Airport
has a 5,000-foot runway which cannot
receive most direct flights and has no
night-landing facilities. The former
government of the fascist dictator,
Eric Gairy, had promised to build an
airport similar to the one presently
being built. When completed, the new
runway will actually be 9,000 feet,
similar to those at airports in Trinidad,
Antigua and St. Lucia, and still shorter
than most of the others in the region.
The government of Grenada has pro-
jected that the airport will develop the
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Condemn Reagan’s Attacks on Grenada!

tourist industry and reduce the un-
usual transport expenses it bears for
its imports and exports. The govern-
ment of Grenada even chose to official-
ly reassure the U.S. that it never had
any intention of using the airport for
‘“‘any purpose other than...tourist
potential...and...trade.”’ But to justify
threats of aggression Reagan has dis-
regarded the assurances of the govern-
ment of Grenada and he has decided
that since Grenada ‘‘doesn’t even have
an air force’’ that the airport is a secret
military base for the Soviet Unfon and
Cuba!
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Thus, it is strange that the Reagan-
ites are accusing Grenada of aggres-
sion when it is the U.S. rulers who are
making bloodthirsty threats against
Grenada. In fact, U.S. imperialism has
singled out Grenada among the other
regimes in the West Indies, just be-
cause U.S. imperialism demands un-
questionable allegiance in its own
‘‘backyard.”’

A Series of Aggressive Provocations
Against Grenada

The recent actions by the Reagan
administration against Grenada are
the latest step in a campaign which
U.S. imperialism has conducted a-
gainst that country since 1979, when
the pro-imperialist fascist dictator,
Eric Gairy, was deposed and a new
government set up. From that time on,
first under Carter and then carried to
a higher pitch under Reagan, U.S.
imperialism has sought to isolate
Grenada, bring economic hardships to
the country, and do even worse.

Taking up from Carter, Reagan has
refused even normal diplomatic con-
tact with Grenadian diplomats, even
though the Grenadian government has
gone to great lengths to extend *‘dip-
lomatic courtesies’’ to the Reagan gov-
ernment. The Reaganites have
stepped up the anti-Grenada campaign
greatly. They have threatened to deal
with that ‘‘little nutmeg island,’” and
charged it with everything from hous-
ing secret naval bases and Soviet MIG
fighters to being a fomentor of revolu-
tionary groups and subversion in the
West Indies. The Reaganites have also
made extensive use of all the pro-U.S.
puppet regimes especially in Jamaica,
Barbados and Dominica, and the
bourgeois press throughout the West
Indies for such hysterical claims
against Grenada. Indeed, while Gre-
nada was being threatened, the nearby
Barbados government was wining and
dining 5,000 crew members from a
U.S. aircraft carrier and two destroy-
ets, and another 1,000 from a British

destroyer all docked in Barbadian
waters.

Throughout the past few years, U.S.
imperialism has also used its might to
bring economic hardships on the coun-
try in several ways, including blocking
loans requested by the government of
Grenada from such imperialist agen-
cies as the IMF [International Mone-
tary Fund] and the EEC [European
Economic Community]. The Reagan-
ites also ordered that U.S. loans, chan-
neled through the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank, and ‘‘emergency aid’’
(for Hurricane Allen — 1980) be
denied Grenada. Knowing that the
government of Grenada bases its de-
velopment schemes largely on such
loans, the Reaganites have made
heavy use of the above means in an
effort to bring the economy to a stand-
still and pressure the regime to either
adopt positions more amiable to the
U.S. or face the prospects of being
overthrown through the machinations
of U.S. imperialism. The Reaganites
have made it clear that they will
settle for nothing less.

Thus, U.S. military and naval
maneuvers, featuring simulated
military invasion of countries in the
region (at least 11 massive maneuvers
were conducted in the region in the
past two years alone) have included
strong overtones of being prepared
against Grenada among others. For
instance, one of these maneuvers
conducted in August 1981 was nick-
named ‘‘Amber and the Amber-
dines,”’ deliberately leaving room for
it to be interpreted as either Grenada
and the Grenadines, or, as it was put
at the time by the U.S. Naval Com-
mander for the Caribbean, Rear Ad-
miral Robert P. Mackenzie, that Cuba,
Nicaragua and Grenada are ‘‘practical-
ly one country.’’ In fact, March 10 also
marked the opening day of another
month-long Caribbean exercise involv-
ing 77 U.S. and Allied warships. The
U.S. has also continued to harbor the
former prime minister and fascist
puppet Eric Gairy. And moreover, the
U.S. has deliberately held open the
possibility of also using mercenaries
and ruthless, murdering Cuban and
Nicaraguan exiles who are being
trained in various mercenary camps in
the southern U.S. against Grenada.
The hand of the CIA has also been
strongly implicated in the June 19,
1981 bombing at a mass rally in Gre-
nada in an obvious attempt to assas-
sinate the entire leadership of the new
government. The bomb, which was
placed right under the officials’
platform, blew up prematurely — leav-
ing three ordinary people dead and
many others injured.

Therefore, it is more than a sick
joke when the U.S. imperialist charges
Grenada with threatening aggression.
It is not Grenada but U.S. imperialism
which is the #1 exploiter and aggressor
against the peoples of Latin America
and the Caribbean. Apart from fer-
vently backing the fascist junta in El
Salvador with dollars, guns and green
beret ‘‘advisors,”’ the U.S. imperial-
ists are organizing military interven-
tion against Nicaragua, and generally
arming to the teeth the pro-U.S.

regimes in Central America and the
Caribbean. As well, the Pentagon has
been busy establishing its own direct
military bases and footholds in the
area. Plus, the notorious CIA has been
rapidly expanding its network of spies,
propagandists and murderers through-
out the region. This general militariza-
tion and imperialist intervention have
been organized for the purpose of
preparing to crush the revolutionary
struggles of the peoples of Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. For as is seen
by the heroic revolutionary struggles
in Central America, the area is volatile
with revolutionary ferment. As well,
this militarization is part of the U.S.
rivalry with the Soviet imperialists in
the region. Today, among other tar-
gets, this militarization and aggression
is being used to threaten Grenada.
And the hysteria is being used to
create justification to topple the gov-
ernment there.

Solidarity With the People of Grenada
Against the Reaganite Aggressors

Working masses beware! Reagan is
hatching more plots of aggression.
He has escalated the intervention in
Central America and is waving the
U.S. imperialist big stick in the
Caribbean. This is aggression against
the suffering toilers of the region on
behalf of the U.S. multinational ex-
ploiters and the fascists and puppets
of the region. It is aggression to serve
imperialist plunder and protect the
profits of the U.S. billionaire exploiters
of the working people at home and
abroad.

The people of Grenada are deter-
mined to settle their affairs on their
own. They are united against imperial-
ist dictate, bullying and threats of
aggression. Throughout the Caribbean
— as word of Reagan’s latest threats
of aggression against the Grenadian

people has become known — the
peoples are voicing their outrage and
determination to play their own role
against the U.S. imperialist aggres-
SOrs.

We too have a special duty! Reagan-
ite aggression against the Grenadian
people must be fought every step of
the way. Already in New York protests
and rallies are being organized.
Spread the word of protest every-
where. Participate in the mass move-
ment against imperialist war prepara-
tions and in solidarity with the peoples
abroad against imperialist aggression.
The working masses must be drawn
out "in rallies and demonstrations
against U.S. imperialist aggression.
Only the concerted action of the work-
ing masses in solidarity with the
peoples abroad can challenge the
imperialist aggressors. O

¢

Concerning the character of the
government in Grenada

What is the nature of the Grenadian
government that has so enraged the
Neanderthal Reagan? The issue of The
West Indian Voice of May 1983, which
denounces U.S. bullying against Gre-
nada, also carries an article on the
character of the Grenadian govern-
ment. This government is not socialist,
as it portrays itself to be, nor is it a
revolutionary regime of the toilers, but
it is a bourgeois nationalist regime. It
has carried out reforms which have
moved Grenada out of the dark night
of the former dictatorship of Eric
Gairy, but it is nevertheless a govern-
ment of the capitalists of town and
country. It seeks to develop Grenada
through soliciting imperialist invest-
ment. But the American capitalists are
so reactionary and grasping that only a
heavy-handed puppet regime will sat-
isfy them.

Grenada is an island with about
110,000 inhabitants. It became inde-
pendent ending two centuries of Brit-
ish rule in 1974. But from 1974 to 1979
it was ruled by the widely hated fas-
cist tyrant Eric Gairy. This was the
type of government that U.S. imperial-
ism liked, a government at the beck
and call of foreign imperialism, a gov-
ernment which denied the most ele-
mentary rights to the Grenadian peo-
ple.

The Gairy dictatorship was over-
thrown in 1979 by the New Jewel
Movement headed by Maurice Bishop.
The Bishop government enacted vari-
ous economic and political reforms.
These reforms did not eliminate capi-
talist exploitation and were not social-
ist, but, as The West Indian Voice
points out, they -have meant that
‘‘Grenada has been brought from the
dark rule and backwardness of the dic-
tator Gairy, to the more refined capi-
talism and neo-colonialism such as
exists in all the other West Indian
countries. This means that the Grena-
dian toilers still face the task of carry-

ing through their struggle against the
hated local exploiters and imperial-
ism.’’ This is because the Bishop gov-
ernment ‘‘is a bourgeois nationalist
government representing the interests
of the Grenadian capitalists and big
landowners."’

The new Bishop government has,
however, faced U.S. displeasure. It
wasn’t enough for the American ex-
ploiters that the new Grenadian gov-
ernment was a capitalist one that wel-
comed imperialist investment. After
all, how could U.S. imperialism be
bothered by coming to terms with the
local Grenadian capitalists or with re-
specting even the most minimal rights
of the Grenadian people? Imperialism
is the bipartisan policy of American
capitalism. And so Mr. ‘“‘Human
Rights’’ Carter began the policy of
hostility to the Grenadian government,
and the empty-headed butcher Reagan
has continued it. According to the Car-
ters and Reagans, the Caribbean is
nothing but a private American lake,
where no one may breathe without
U.S. permission.

As a result, the Grenadian govern-
ment has found itself in conflict with
Washington. As The West Indian
Voice points out, ‘‘The regime in Gre-
nada has several conflicts with U.S.
imperialist policy. It is a vocal critic of
some of the U.S.-backed fascist juntas
in Latin America. On occasion, the
Grenada government also sides with
rivals of the U.S. on various questions
— such as with the Soviet imperialists
in their criminal invasion of Afghanis-
tan.”’

It is the task of the American work-
ers to denounce U.S. imperialism’s
plunder and domination of the Carib-
bean in general, and its aggressive
acts towards Grenada in particular. At
the same time, we must have a realis-
tic assessment of the Grenadian gov-
ernment and the New Jewel Move-
ment, because its inconsistent attitude

towards imperialism cannot be the
model for our struggle. Instead, our
class brothers are the Grenadian work-
ers and peasants. As The West Indian
Voice points out: ‘‘The NJM govern-
ment is connected by 1,000 threads to
U.S. imperialism, to the Canadian and
Western European imperialists and to
the Soviet imperialists. It has stated
many times that it considers that im-
perialism should have a permanent
place in Grenada, as long as it cooper-
ates with the local private capitalists
and landlords and with the state sec-
tor.”

Furthermore, The West Indian
Voice continues, ‘‘This is why, even
though the'NJM regime militantly de-
nounces U.S. imperialist bullying and
threats of aggression against the coun-
try, it sees these acts as ‘excesses’ of
U.S. policy and of Reagan’s. The re-
gime opposes the dictates and bullying
not in order to break with imperialism
but in order to convince the imperial-
ists that they are meant no harm and
especially to persuade the imperialists
that it is worth their while to operate in
Grenada.’’

This conciliatory attitude will not
convince U.S. imperialism to relent.
As The West Indian Voice points out,
U.S. imperialism ‘‘demands the com-
plete capitulation of all the peoples
and states in the area to its own hege-
monic baton. And this is the real rea-
son behind U.S. imperialism’s bully-
ing and obscene threats of aggression
against Grenada. This is an example of
Washington’s unbridled imperial-
ism.”

Let us unite with the Grenadian peo-
ple by denouncing U.S. imperialism’s
crimes. Let us use the struggle against
imperialism to help prepare for the so-
cialist revolution in the U.S. that will
lift the bloody hand of U.S. imperial-
ism from the peoples of the Caribbean
once and for all! O
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for resupplies. Moreover, the Penia-
gon has built up the Honduran army it-
self as a striking force against Nicara-
gua. It will receive $78.3 million in
U.S. military aid in 1983 alone.

The kingpin of the operation is John
Negroponte, the U.S. ambassador in
Tegucigalpa. With years of service
in Viet Nam under his belt, Negro-
ponte is a diplomat with special exper-
tise in counter-insurgency and subver-
sion. Negroponte works hand in hand
with the Honduran commander-in-
chief, General Gustavo Aldofo Alva-
rez. Alvarez is a fanatical anti-commu-
nist who wields the real power in his
country and who takes a direct hand in
the operations of the CIA mercenary
bands. Meanwhile Negroponte gets
his orders directly from the U.S. mili-
tary Southern Command Center in
Panama. Y

Reagan’s ‘‘Freedom Fighters”

The Reaganites, with their arrogant
cynicism, try to paint this highly so-
phisticated and well-funded CIA oper-
ation against Nicaragua as some kind
of grass roots revolt. In his April 27
address to the special joint session of
Congress, Reagan pledged support for
the so-called ‘‘freedom fighters” that
allegedly express ‘‘the anger of its
own people’”’ against the Sandinista
government.

In fact a look at Reagan’s so-called
‘freedom fighters’’ is the best mirror
of what the Reagan government is up
to in Nicaragua.

After three years of grooming by the

Down with Reagan's war on Nicaragua!

CIA, the anti-Sandinista bands now
boast of 7,000 well-armed men perch-
ed along Nicaragua’s northern frontier.
The CIA has trained and paid them to
do what they are best at; at this stage
their immediate mission is to terrorize
the population by means of murder,
kidnapping, rape and destruction.
Their sworn final objective is nothing
less than the destruction of the Sandin-
ista government and the massacre of
the Nicaraguan people under a re-
stored Somoza-type despotism.

Among these CIA bands there is a
motley crew of paid killers recruited
from terrorist groups of Cuban exiles
and similar scuim. But most are former
members of the National Guard of the
Somoza dictatorship. The hands of
these Somozistas are stained with the
blood of the 50,000 sons and daughters
of the Nicaraguan people who gave
their lives in the struggle for liberation
from the U.S.-backed Somoza tyranny.

Because of the Nicaraguan people’s
universal hatred for the Somozistas,
the CIA has been casting around for a
**democratic’’ figurehead. So far Eden
Pastora, also known as ‘‘Commandan-
te Zero,”’ has been their principal can-
didate for the job. Since Pastora is a
renegade Sandinista leader and pre-
tends to keep at arms length from the
Somozistas on the northern border, the
CIA hopes that Pastora’s bands will
get a more favorable reception from
the population. But the Nicaraguan
masses have militantly condemned
this traitor and can see with their own
eyes that he has joined the camp of
the Somozistas and the CIA in a terror
campaign against his own people. In-
deed, Pastora’s group has now signed

an agreement with their Somozista col-
leagues in counter-revolution.

Thus when Reagan speaks of Nica-
raguan ‘‘freedom fighters’’ he is re-
ferring to no one else but mercenaries
of death, tyranny and the U.S. impe-
rialist jackboot. In the double-speak of
Reaganism ‘‘freedom’ is but a code
word for U.S.-sponsored reaction and
fascism. No wonder that the Nicara-
guan workers and peasants are shoul-
dering their rifles and taking careful
aim to make sure that Reagan’s
“freedom fighters’’ receive the wel-
come that they deserve. No wonder
that the watchword of the Nicaraguan
people has become ¢‘No Pasaran!,’’
expressing their determination that
the CIA mercenaries ‘‘Shall Not
Pass!”’

U.S. Imperialism Has Not
Changed Its Stripes

Justice, in any real meaning of the
word, brands the CIA invasion of
Nicaragua as a brutal and senseless
crime. However in passing judgement
on the men of the U.S. ruling class who
are the perpetrators of this crime their
past record must also be taken into
account,

In the first half of this century
these same criminals dispatched the
U.S. marines to invade and occupy
Nicaragua, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti
and other countries of Latin America.

In 1954 they had Eisenhower un-
leash the CIA to topple the reformist
Arbenz government in Guatemala.

In 1961 they had J. F. Kennedy
direct a band of CIA mercenaries to

invade Cuba, resulting in the fiasco
at the Bay of Pigs.

In 1965 they had Johmson dispatch
40,000 U.S. troops to the Dominican
Republic to put down a popular in-
surrection.

In 1973 they had Nixon order the
CIA coup d’etat against the reformist
Allende government in Chile unleash-
ing the terrible fascism of the Pinochet
dictatorship.

And from 1979 to the present. they
have had first Carter and now Reagan
unieash the CIA operation against
Nicaragua.

In Africa and Asia and the other
regions of the world the record is the
same. And the world’s people will
never forgive them for the genocidal
war of aggression that they waged
against Indochina.

And who is responsible for this un-
broken record of invasions, coup
d’etats, massacres and brutality?
Both Democrat and Republican ad-
ministrations alike bear the blame.
And behind them responsibility lies
with the U.S. imperialists whom they
represent.

The Bank of America, ITT, Ana-
conda, United Brands and the other
imperialist multinationals grow fat
off the robbery of Nicaraguan cotton
and coffee, Guatemalan bananas and
Chilean copper. They make fortunes
off of the toilers’ desperate poverty
and low wages in these countries.
Meanwhile the U.S. imperialist gov-
ernment, the Pentagon and the CIA
act as the enforcers of this exploita-
tion and robbery.

It has been shown time and again
that in their drive for superprofits the

imperialists will stop at nothing. They
are guided only by the law of the
jungle. They operate on the principle
that might makes right. They consider
that no act is too immoral, too barbaric
or too extreme when their profits are
at stake. The record shows the U.S.
imperialists who hold power in this
country are pathological killers gone
mad. And, as the record also shows,
they are not about to be reformed by a
little hypocritical scolding in the miser-
able talk shop known as the U.S.
Congress.

But their crimes will not go un-
punished. With each new outrage the
imperialists sow the seeds of their own
destruction at the hands of their vic-
tims. Nicaragua is proof.

It was half a century ago the U.S.
marines invaded Nicaragua and rigged
up the Somoza dynasty to make Nica-
ragua safe and profitable for the U.S.
companies. But the people did not for-
get. Under the banner of Sandino, the
martyred hero of the Nicaraguan re-
sistance to the U.S. invaders, they rose
up in arms and smashed the U.S.-
backed Somoza dictatorship.

Today the CIA invasion is com-
pounding the undying hatred of every
working man and woman in Nicaragua
for U.S. imperialism and stiffening
their will to resist ten-fold. This is
why, despite all of the tens of millions
of U.S. dollars and all of the sophisti-
cated U.S. arsenal behind them, the
CIA invaders have gotten nowhere in
the face of the aroused Nicaraguan
people.

U.S. Imperialism,
Hands Off Nicaragua!

The overthrow of the U.S.-backed
Somoza dictatorship was a giant step
forward for the Nicaraguan toilers.
However, the Sandinista government
that came to power in this revolu-
tionary struggle is weakly formed; and
it is ideologically unclear, being in-
fluenced by various bourgeois, social-
democratic and revisionist trends.
Contrary to the ravings of the Rea-
ganites, it is not a Marxist-Leninist
government, which is unfortunate
because the revolution would be that
much stronger if it were. Neverthe-
less the gains won by the workers
and peasants in the revolution, the
breath of freedom that they have
achieved, is of enormous value for
carrying forward their revolutionary
struggle.

U.S. imperialism wants to snuff
out this freedom. Nicaragua is giving
Reagan nightmares about falling
dominoes as the will to live free of the
U.S.-backed oligarchs and fascists is
setting Central America ablaze - with
popular revolt.

The American wogkers and oppres-
sed must not let Reagan have his way.
The Nicaraguan people must have the
freedom to decide their own fate;
they must have the right to self-
determination without the bullying,
threats and dictate of U.S. imperial-
ism.

The heavy chains of U.S. imperialist
slavery which weigh on the backs of
the working people of Central America

Continued on page 7
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The Democratic Party “opposition "
tramples on the Salvadoran people

The U.S. intervention in Central
America has aroused the indignation
of a broad section of the American
workers and progressive people. It is
showing up the thoroughly reaction-
ary, imperialistic and brutal nature of
the Reagan government. Every word
out of Ronald Reagan’s mouth on the
question brands him as a liar, as a war-
monger, and as a diehard champion
of the notorious fascists and butchers
of Central America.

But if there is anyone more worthy
of contempt than Reagan it is his toad-
ying accomplices in crime — the hyp-
ocritical fakers of the Democratic Par-
ty.

The Democrats Want to Rescue
the Reagan Policy

The Reagan policy in Central Ameri-
ca is drawing U.S. imperialism into a
quagmire. The CIA invasion of Nicara-
gua has stiffened the resistance of the
Nicaraguan people and is stimulating
the peoples’ struggles against the U.S.
interventionists throughout the region.

In El Salvador, despite the large-
scale U.S. intervention, begun by the
Democrat Carter and stepped up fur-
ther under Reagan, and despite the
massacre of 40,000 workers, peasants
and other opponents, the fascist re-
gime is losing its grip. The revolution-
ary forces now control between one-
third and one-half of the countryside
and they are striking hard blows at the
crumbling U.S.-backed oligarchy.

The logic of U.S. intervention de-
mands more hundreds of millions of
weapons, more military ‘‘trainers’’
and CIA operatives. It demands ever
deeper intervention right up to the dis-
patch of U.S. combat forces. This es-
calation brings with it great political
dangers, not the least of which is pro-
voking a storm here in the U.S. Just
remember the enormous mass strug-
gles against the U.S. aggression in
Indochina which shook the whole coun-
try.

But from the halls of the U.S Con-
gress can be heard the chorus of the
liberal Democratic Party ‘‘opposition”’
singing sweet lullabies about ‘‘peace’’
and ‘‘human rights."" Every day these
gentlemen issue another dire warning
about the dangers of Reagan’s policy.
They wring their hands at the horrors
of the conflict, they bemoan the *‘no-
win situation,”’ and they fret about
the big political costs of escalation.

But do these Democratic Party heros
stand up to this growing U.S. inter-
vention? Not on your life. At home
they only want to keep the masses
from taking to the streets; they want to
derail the loccmotive of the opposition
that is building up steam among the

working and progressive people. And
in Central America they only want to
undermine the popular revolt with lies
about the ‘‘peaceful’’ intentions of
U.S. imperialism; they want to disarm
the revolutionaries in the face of the
fascists and ‘‘death squads’’ that the
Pentagon has armed to the teeth. In
short, their only goal is to rescue the
Reagan policy from fiasco.

The Democrats ‘‘Share Goals”’
With the Reaganites

if anyone is unclear about these ob-
jectives of the Democratic Party ‘‘op-
position,”’ they should simply listen
carefully to the Democrats’ own
words. They should look, for exam-
ple, at the Congressional Democrats’
response to Reagan’s April 27 address
to the special joint session of Congress
on Central America. This response
was delivered by Senator Christopher
Dodd, a leading figure in the Demo-
cratic ‘‘opposition.’’

Dodd got right to the heart of the
matter:

‘*So first of all, let me state clearly
that on some very important things, all
Americans stand in agreement.

‘“‘We will oppose the establishment
of Marxist states in Central Ameri-
Ca. ..

‘“...we are fully prepared to defend
our security and the security of the
Americas, if necessary, by military
means.
“All

patriotic Americans share

these goals. But many of us in Con-
gress, Democrats and Republicans
alike, disagree with the President be-
cause we believe the means he has
chosen will not fulfill them.”’ (New
York Times, April 28, 1983)

In other words, the Democrats stand
in full agreement with Reagan on the
following ‘‘very important things’’:

First, the Democrats agree that the
U.S. government must intervene in
Central America to “‘oppose the estab-
lishment of Marxist states.’’ In other
words they agree with U.S. interven-
tion to prevent the overthrow of the
U.S. puppet dictators by the workers,
peasants and revolutionaries (El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras), and to
subjugate any state which the U.S.
government finds disagreeable (Nica-
ragua).

Second, the Democrats agree that
the issue at stake is ‘‘our security,”
that is the “‘security’’ of the private
Central American paradise for the
U.S. multinationals, banks and other
imperialists who make millions and
billions off the rape and plunder of the
resources and cheap labor of Central
America.

And thirdly, like Reagan, the Demo-
crats “‘are fully prepared’’ to use ‘‘mil-
itary means,”’ presumably up to and
including the dispatching of U.S. com-
bat soldiers to Central America to
defend the U.S. imperialist jackboot.

This is what is fundamental about

Continued on page 10
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4,000 March Against Reagan’s Aggression
in Central America

On May 14th, 4,000 demonstrators
took to the streets of Boston to de-
nounce U.S. imperialism’s war against
Nicaragua and its efforts to crush the
liberation struggle of the Salvadoran
people. This protest was an expression
of the boiling anger building up among
the masses in the U.S. against Rea-
gan’s bloodthirsty policy in Central
America. As well, the demonstration
reflected a growing disgust with the
Democratic Party ‘‘opposition,”” who
have shown with their statements and
actions in recent weeks that they share
‘‘a common goal’’ with the Reagan
administration in Central America.

The Boston Branch of the Marxist-
Leninist Party diligently worked to
spread the news of the demonstration
in the days before it took place. A leaf-
let was issued entitled U.S. Imperial-
ism, Get Qut of El Salvador! Hands Off
Nicaragua! 1t called on the workers to
come to the march to express their out-
rage against Reagan’s aggression and
to demonstrate the solidarity of the
working people of the U.S. with the
fight for liberation in Central America.
Leaflets were distributed at factories,
universities and public transportation
stops. Inside a number of factories
militants of the MLP carried out dis-
cussions among the workers and
strove to mobilize them into the
struggle.

At the protest on May 14, the MLP
worked to lend the action a militant,
anti-imperialist character. Over a
thousand leaflets were distributed.

‘During the march, the militants of the

MLP formed a spirited contingent.
They raised anti-imperialist slogans

A scene from the mass demonstration in Boston against U.S. aggression in

Central America, May 14.

and called for support for the revolu-
tion in El Salvador.

The anti-imperialist stand of the
Party was warmly received by the
demonstrators. Soon some 80 people
gathered around the contingent and
marched with it. Many more took up
the slogans shouted by it. By the time
the march emptied into the rally site,
the group marching with the MLP
contingent showed itself to be a vigor-
ous force which attracted the attention
of the entire rally. At the rally site, an
MLP cultural group led in the singing
of two songs against U.S. imperialism.

One important reason for the good
reception to the MLP’s work at the
demonstration was the growing out-
rage of the activists against the
Democratic Party’s fraudulent opposi-

tion to Reagan’s policies in Central
America. The Party’s agitation ex-
plained how the Democrats merely
squabble with Reagan over what is the
best way to crush the liberation
struggle while providing Reagan with
vast funds to prosecute the aggressive
wars in the region.

The thousands who marched in
Boston on May 14 showed that there is
a broad ferment among the masses
against Washington’s war on Nicara-
gua and the people of El Salvador.
Strengthening this movement calls for
organizing mass actions everywhere.
It calls for organizing the masses inde-
pendent of both the Republican and
Democratic Parties. O

CIA invaders

On May 22 administration and
congressional officials made public
what everyone has known for a long
time. They announced that the CIA
and the State Department assess that
the anti-Sandinista forces which they
support are striving to overthrow the
Nicaraguan government. And to this
they add that these CIA mercenaries
have ‘‘a good chance’’ of doing so by
‘the end of the year.”’

This announcement bears signi-
ficance for a number of reasons.

It is one more official proclamation
that the Reagan government is on a
reckless course of naked aggression.
It confirms that it is deeply involved
in the criminal business of invading
other countries and making and
breaking governments that do not
meet the approval of the Reaganite
reactionaries.

What’s more, like any brutal
gangster who wants to push over the
weak nerved, Reagan is boastful and
arrogant about his brutality. That is
why his CIA enforcers are even giving
a date for when they will ‘‘do in’’
the Sandinistas. What pompous fools!

It also shows that Reagan is a
pathological liar. Without batting an
eye Reagan is eating all his previous
sworn denials that the CIA had any
intention of overthrowing the San-
dinista government, that the CIA was
only ‘‘intercepting’’ arms traffic, and
similar poppycock.

But there is more to this story.

These CIA and State Department

and Congressional hypocrisy

assessments were reported to Con-
gress by CIA Director William Casey
and Assistant Secretary of State
Thomas Enders during intelligence
committee meetings in recent weeks
about the CIA operation against
Nicaragua. In other words the Senate
and House committees were fully
informed of these assessments when
they took their recent decisions on
funding the CIA action. In that light,
let us look at what they decided.

The Senate committee voted 13-2
to keep up the funding as before until
September 30. (Remember that the
CIA is predicting it will be all over with
by the year’s end.) They voted for rule
changes requiring, after October 1,
clearance from the Congressional
committees for any further funding of
covert activity. In effect the Senate
committee handed the CIA a blank
check for its invasion of Nicaragua.
Democrat Daniel Moynihan hailed this
as a victory for the power of Congress,
stating that ‘‘We are no longer
simply to be informed. We want to be
part of the process.’’

In the House committee it was a
slightly different story. There the
liberal Democrats expressed ‘‘grave
doubts” that the CIA was acting
within the Boland amendment that
was passed into law by Congress last
December and presumably bars any
CIA operations to overthrow the
Nicaraguan government. Mind you,
these were only ‘‘doubts,”” even
though the CIA director was right

NICARAGUA
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are chains on our backs as well. They
are chains forged by the same U.S.
multinationals, forged by the same
U.S. government apparatus of re-
pression and violence, and by the
same capitalist-imperialist system of
exploitation, which have saddled the
American workers and downtrodden
with unemployment, racism and Rea-

ganite reaction. Our standpoint must
be: Let us smash these chains that
bind us!

The CIA invasion of Nicaragua has
provoked burning indignation among
the working and progressive people
across the U.S. The class conscious
workers and anti-imperialist activists
must work to turn this indignation into
action, to build the militant protests
and demonstrations declaring: No to
the CIA invasion of Nicaragua! O

there telling them the date when he
thought the Sandinistas would be
toppled.

So what did our ‘‘doubting’’ Demo-
crats do? They didn’t even consider
enforcing the law that they passed only
five months before by cutting off the
funds. The law wasn’t made to be
enforced in the first place; it was
designed with gaping loopholes to
allow the CIA a free hand. But the
Reaganites flagrantly violated it any-
how. And our Democratic Party heroes
looked the other way and came up with
a new, better law to allow Washington
to back the invasion of Nicaragua.

On May 3, the House committee
voted to cut off CIA funding for
covert military operations against
Nicaragua. And in its place the com-
mittee voted $80 million for gvert aid
to “‘friendly governments’’ (the fascist
dictators of Honduras and Guatemala)
to allegedly intercept arms shipments
from Nicaragua.

If this House bill becomes law,
which is doubtful, there are three
possibilities. First, the Honduran
army will simply become the in-
direct pipeline for the very same
CIA backing for the Somozistas. Or
second, the Honduran army will
escalate its provocations against
Nicaragua and dispatch its own inva-
sion forces. Or third, some combina-
tion of the above two possibilities.

In any event the covert and direct
CIA action would be replaced by overt
and indirect action. The same war
could be waged on Nicaragua. And,
presumably, U.S. imperialism will
pose with clean hands.

However history will not be so kind.
The CIA invasion of Nicaragua will
go down as a terrible crime against
humanity. And not only the Reagan-
ites and the CIA will be branded as
the criminals, but also the Congress
and the Democratic Party politicians
which are the fully informed and
willing accomplices. 0

Denounce Jeane Kirkpatrick—

Mouthp

This spring, students and teachers
at a number of universities across the
country protested against the attempts
of Reagan’s U.S. Ambassador, Jeane
Kirkpatrick, to speak at these cam-
puses. Kirkpatrick is well known for
being a prominent mouthpiece for
U.S. imperialist intervention in Cen-
tral America’ and for vociferously
supporting' pro-U.S. fascist dictator-
ships generally. This stand of hers has
made her the object of well-deserved
contempt from wide sections of the
masses.

Recently, the students and faculty
at Barnard College, New York, suc-
cessfully forced the cancellation of
plans by the school administration to
bring her as a guest of honor at the
commencement exercises. Earlier this
spring, she was also forced to call off
plans to speak at Smith College in
Massachusetts.

And when Kirkpatrick has shown up
at campuses to speak, she has been
met with militant denunciations. On
February 15, protesters greeted her
attempt to speak at the University of
California at Berkeley with chants and
slogans. She was forced to cancel her
plans to speak the next day on the
campus. As well, on March 2, activists
disrupted her attempt to speak at the
University of Minnesota. And just last
week, protesters greeted her at the
University of Oklahoma.

The U.S. imperialists, from the
Reagan administration to the chief-
tains of the capitalist press and univer-
sity administrators, have loudly come
to the defense of Kirkpatrick. They
have made a big hue and cry about
how supposedly Kirkpatrick’'s ‘‘right
to free speech’’ is being denied at
the campuses. This is unbridled hy-
pocrisy. Ms. Kirkpatrick along with
the rest of her cronies in the Reagan
administration are working night and
day to bolster the fascist tyranny in
El Salvador and other countries, and
when people revolted by this policy
fight against her attempt to do propa-
ganda for fascism, the bourgeoisie
shouts: Free speech is being denied!
Not for the people of El Salvador, mind
you, but for Ms. Kirkpatrick!

The U.S. imperialists are trying to
wrap themselves in the mantle of
loud defenders of the ‘‘right to free
speech.’’ The real character of this
right is amply exemplified by the
recent events concerning Ms. Kirk-

Jeane Kirkpatrick, infamous defender
of the ‘‘death squads,’’ continues to
draw mass protest wherever she

travels. Picture shows a section of
the 200 people who picketed the San
Francisco Fairmont Hotel where she
spoke on May 5 at a zionist reception
which gave her an award for ‘‘out-
standing achievement.”” The day
earlier, 800 people demonstrated
against Kirkpatrick outside the Statler
Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles.

patrick. From top officials of the Rea-
gan administration on down to reac-
tionaries in the university administra-
tions, the call is going out to ‘‘punish
the hecklers and disruptors.’’ In the
meantime, as anybody with two eyes
can see, Ms. Kirkpatrick and the rest
of the Reaganite bunch have full
license to spout off their imperialist
propaganda on the TV, radio, news-
papers and dozens of other channels
owned and operated by the capitalists.
Clearly, the much-vaunted ‘'freedom
of speech’’ under the rule of the
capitalist class amounts to, on the one
hand, full freedom for the rich and
their mouthpieces, and, on the other
hand, harassment and threats of
punishment against the masses who
try to use whatever opportunity comes
by to fight against the policies of the
U.S. government.

Our Party fully supports the denun-
ciation of Kirkpatrick. We reprint be-
low an excerpt from a leaflet on the
Kirkpatrick denunciation at UC-Berke-
ley put out by the San Francisco Bay
Area Branch of the MLP on April 7,
1983.

Support the Militant Denunciation
of Jeane Kirkpatrick

In mid-February students at UCB
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of the public sector and banning
demonstrations — it was this that
brought the working masses out onto
the streets in their thousands last
summer, forcing Adams to back down
for the time being. But the criminal
Adams regime is just retracing its
steps and seeking revenge; it will
not change its colors.

This important strike by the nurses

and the widescale solidarity it re-
ceived is a blow to the offensive being
conducted by the Adams regime.
The nurses won a victory — but only
a temporary one. Their militant mass
actions have blocked the implementa-
tion of the rescheduling of work hours.
The working masses in Barbados are
seeing the power of their struggle —
but they will have to remain on guard
and build up a powerful revolutionary
movement against the social-demo-
cratic Adams regime. O

lece of Aggression!

developed a vigorous protest against
Jeane Kirkpatrick, a major apologist
for U.S. imperialism in El Salvador.
They effectively disrupted her speech
and scared her so much that she can-
celed a second speech set for the next
day. This activity of the students sent
the White House, the university ad-
ministration and the members of the
faculty who are pro-imperialist into_a
frenzy. These forces — trying to hide
their frenzy with a fake concern for
“free speech’”” — immediately began
drawing up punishments and restric-
tions aimed at stopping future militant
actions. They want to be able to bring
imperialist diplomats and politicians
onto campus to ‘‘freely’’ prettify and
apologize for U.S. aggression without
facing any opposition. As Chancellor
Ira Heyman moaned about Kirk-
patrick: “‘I’d love to bring her back,
and do it successfully.”’

Suppression Will Not Stop the
Struggle Against Imperialism

More and more students are real-
izing that the speeches made by Kirk-
patrick and other top government offi-
cials are a necessary part of U.S.
aggression against the Salvadoran
people. The Pentagon sends the guns;
Kirkpatrick and her ilk use the podium
to pardon imperialism and thereby
pave the way for even more massive
escalation of the war. Students every-
where are beginning to see that all
facets of U.S. aggression must be
opposed. Since February Jeane Kirk-
patrick has also been denounced at
the University of Minnesota, and
forced to turn tail and cancel an
appearance at Smith College. These
protests are a positive step which
helps to increase the militancy of the
movement. As well, these protests
uphold the fighting traditions of the
anti-war movement of the 60’s. In
those days, war criminals like John-
son, Nixon and their cronies did not
dare to show their faces or raise their
voices in public because they faced
certain militant opposition.

If we are going to contribute to get-
ting U.S. imperialism out of El Salva-
dor we must learn to be oppositional —
to become effective fighters. There can
be no pipedreams of reconciliation
between those forces of imperialism
who send arms, money and advisors
to slaughter the Salvadoran people and
those who oppose this war. We cannot
politely agree to disagree. Nor can we
allow the opposition movement to be
put in a position of standing politely
on the sidelines where it can be ig-
nored unless the imperialists them-
selves need it to ‘‘prove’ there is
‘“freedom of dissent.”” We must press
forward the struggle against the U.S.
war of aggression in El Salvador and
build an ever larger and more militant
mass movement against it. O
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Powerful protests rock the fascist generals

Argentine people demand accounting for the ‘disappeared’

The fascist military junta in Argen-
tina is once again being shaken by a
series of mass protests. This spring
the people of Argentina have taken to
the streets in massive strikes and dem-
onstrations. The masses are demand-
ing that the military regime be held
accountable for the monstrous crimes
it committed in its reign of terror
against the left in the mid-70’s. As
well, the workers of Argentina are con-
tinuing their struggle against the eco-
nomic devastation which the regime
has brought upon the working masses.

After the big strikes and demonstra-
tions last fall, the military junta tried
to pacify the mass discontent by an-
nouncing a promise to hold elections in
October 1983. In reality this is nothing
but a maneuver by the military dicta-
torship to hide behind a screen of civil-
ian bourgeois politicians. But, as the
protest actions this spring show, the
Argentine masses have not decided to
let up on the struggle against the
hated military dictators.

Avenge the Disappeared!

One of the major issues agitating the

Argentine masses is the question of
the desaparecidos, or *‘disappeared.”
These are the thousands of Argentin-
ians kidnapped by the military and
police during the latter 1970’s and nev-
er heard from again.

On Friday, May 20th, 30,000 Argen-
tines marched on the National Con-
gress to denounce the fascist generals.
They carried placards which declared,
among other things, ‘‘You took them
away alive. Bring them back alive,”
and ‘“‘The dictatorship will end.”’

On May S six thousand people dem-
onstrated in downtown Buenos Aires.
This was one of the weekly demonstra-
tions called by the Mothers of Plaza de
Mayo, an organization of relatives of
the disappeared, but this time it was
larger and more militant then usual.
The demonstrators marched right up
to the National Congress building in
which the military junta was meeting
and stood outside the doors chanting
‘‘Assassins!’”’

The May 5 demonstration came just
a few days after the junta issued its
‘‘investigative report’’ on the disap-
peared. The junta has been under
pressure to account for the thousands
of disappeared, especially since last
fall, when mass graves with 1,500 un-
known bodies were discovered.

In this report, the junta admitted
that the military was responsible for
the operations against leftists in the
late *70’s, and that gross violations of
human rights had occurred. But while
claiming responsibility for the anti-
leftist terror, the military refused to
accept any blame. On the contrary, the
junta’s report characterized murder-

ous operations against leftists as ‘‘acts
of service’’ by the military in its “‘war
against subversion.’’ It asserted that
security officials had a mandate to
‘‘annihilate subversive elements.’’ Far
from even giving an accounting of the
terror, the report simply claimed that
2,050 civilians were killed although, in
fact, 6,000 are known to be dead and
another 30,000 are unaccounted for.
Even with regard to the 2,050 murders
it admitted, the report gave no details
about how, when or where the victims
died. Anyone who is not known to be
in exile or in hiding, according to the
junta, must now be considered dead,
and there will be no investigation into
the case. The junta stated that it will
submit to no further questioning on
this matter. The junta bragged in its
report about having *‘saved the nation
from terror,”” and warned that it will
not hesitate to do so again.

As soon as the junta’s report was is-
sued, it was denounced by the masses
in Argentina. By flaunting its murder-
ous terror campaign against the left,
the junta has only managed to further
isolate itself.

A Powerful General Strike

Another major factor giving rise to
intense struggles of the masses at this
time is the deepening economic crisis
in Argentina. On March 28, the work-
ing massesishut down the entire coumn:

' try in a powerful general strike. Nine

million workers participated in this
strike, which paralyzed Buenos Aires
and other major cities. The strike was
supported by over 95% of the industri-
al work force and 85% of other work-
ers. All industry and transport, includ-
ing airline flights in and out of Argen-
tina, was shut down. In the cities all
banks,  shops, restaurants, and thea-

Mothers of some of the ‘‘disappeared,”” demonstrating with pictures of
their missing relatives.

ters were closed. There were no postal
deliveries throughout Argentina, and
even radio announcers fell silent for
five minutes out of each hour in sup-
port of the strike.

The major demand of this strike was
for immediate pay increases. Follow-
ing the December 6 general strike (re-
ported on in January’s Worker's Ad-
vocate), the government had granted a
15% wage increase. But since then in-
flation has gone up 45% and is contin-
uing to climb at an ever-increasing

. rate. Inflation was 209% for all of last
year.and may reach 300% this year. To'’

avert a strike the government offered
workers a 12% wage increase each
month for the next three months. But
this was rejected by the workers. In a
last attempt to prevent the strike the
junta declared the strike illegal, and
threatened fines and imprisonment
against participants. But this also
failed, as the working class as a whole
supported the action.

This massive strike was followed
two days later by a mass demonstra-
tion in Buenos Aires against the politi-
cal and economic policies of the junta.
Ten thousand workers marched under
the slogan ‘‘Peace, Bread and Work.”’
This demonstration commemorated
the death of a worker killed by the po-
lice one year ago in a demonstration,
shortly before the government launch-
ed the Falklands invasion.

Argentina’s economic crisis is ag-
gravated by the country’s heavy de-
pendency on the bankers and multina-
tional corporations from the U.S. and
other imperialist countries. Indeed, di-
rectly contributing to fuel Argentina’s
raging inflation is the $39 billion for-
eign debt piled up by the junta. And to
pay off this debt, the junta has only ex-
panded the imperialist yoke on the
country. In January, the junta negoti-
ated a $2.2 billion loan from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to pay the in-
terest on its debt. As a result of this

deal, the government devalued the
currency and imposed other austerity
measures, thus increasing the hard-
ship faced by the masses. Such meas-
ures, along with the 20% unemploy-
ment, are working to intensify the
struggle against the Argentine capital-
ists and their military dictatorship.

The Junta Maneuvers to Save Itself
Through a ‘“‘Return to Civilian Rule’’

With the rising tide of mass actions
in Argentina, the junta finds itself in-
creasingly isolated. In this situation it
is maneuvering towards a quiet transi-
tion to civilian political rule, behind
which the generals can continue to pull
the strings of power. To this end the
generals have agreed to hold elections
in October and to allow civilian politi-
cians to take state office for the first
time since 1976. In this way the gener-
als hope to give themselves a ‘‘demo-
cratic’’ facade and to ease out of the
picture, to avoid the wrath of the
masses.

But the real nature of the junta can
be seen by its report on the disap-
peared. As described above, the junta
defends its terrorism against the left
as ‘‘acts of service’’ and vows to ‘‘do
so again” — i.e., to stage a coup in
order to smash any challenge from the
left — whenever it deems necessary.
Furthermore, at the present time the
junta is continuing its fierce repres-
sion. Recently the police and army
murdered Raul Clemente Yaguer, a
leader of the Montoneros, one of the
organjzations which took up armed
struggle against the government in the
mid-70’s. (The Mortoneros were origi-
nally, in 1970, a youth organization of
the Peronist Party, but were expelled
by Juan Peron in 1974 when they
moved to the left and took up opposi-
tion to Peron’s regime.) Yaguer had
been in hiding for years, but was dis-
covered by secret police; he was then
surrounded by troops and killed. And
just last week, the military kidnapped
and murdered two more left activists.

While continuing its terrorist cam-
paign against the left, the junta is
planning to use the *‘return to civilian
rule’’ as a means to legalize this cam-
paign. The junta is considering laws
which would grant amnesty to all the
right-wing murderers of the latter
1970’s and which would require any
prosecutions arising out of the terrorist
campaign to be pursued in military
courts. With such laws accepted by a
new civilian government, the military
could rest easy, free from the pros-
pects of any prosecution for its ‘‘war
against subversion.”’

In the meantime, what is the stand
of the civilian political leaders who are
scrambling to win office in the October
elections? The leaders of the Peronist

opposition, Argentina’s main bour-
geois politicians, are watering at the
mouth at the prospect of recovering
some cozy government positions. At
the time the junta’s report on the dis-
appeared was issued, the Peronist
leaders issued some mild criticism of
it, to the effect that the report did not
provide enough information. But the
Peronists have refrained from organiz-
ing any mass opposition to the report.
Indeed, it is difficult to see how they
could do so, since the Peronist leaders
themselves participated in the war on
the left. The military’s terrorist cam-
paign against the left actually began
under the presidency of Isabel Peron,
before the military coup of 1976. Dur-
ing her presidency 1,500 people were
disappeared by the army and police.
Also during this time Italo Luders, who
is now the leading Peronist presiden-
tial candidate, helped draw up decrees
legalizing the state of siege as head of
the senate. Thus the Peronists can
hardly be expected to take a firm stand
against the military’s fascist activities.

Clearly, the workers of Argentina
cannot pin their hopes for freedom and
a better future on the Peronist opposi-
tion. For one thing, given the record of
the military junta, one can hardly even
trust their promises about holding
elections this year. But, what is more
important, even if such military-super-
vised elections are held and the Peron-
ists come to power, this will not signify
any real changes for the benefit of the
workers. The Peronists cannot be ex-
pected to harm the military caste
which has long been the real wielder of
power on behalf of the Argentine bour-
geoisie. Nor will a Peronist regime
mark any real break with the social and
economic policies of the current gov-
ernment. It will continue to protect the
interests of the U.S. and other multi-
nationals and of the Argentine capital-
ist oligarchy of industrialists and big
landowners. Exploitation and poverty
will continue to be the lot of the work-
ers.

Instead of relying on the promises of
the generals and the sweet words of
the Peronists, the workers of Argen-
tina must carry forward their mass
struggle to revolutionary conclusions.
They should fight to smash up the fas-
cist military dictatorship and use the
revolutionary upheaval of the working
people to carry through the socialist
revolution. To prepare for this out-
come, the working class has to throw
off all dependence on the Peronist poli-
ticians and trade union leaders and
fight for their own independent policy
in the struggle against the capitalists
and their military junta. O

CHILEAN WORKERS
Continued from front page

demonstration. Rioting then spread to
other parts of Santiago, and was only
quelled after hours of fighting. Seven-
ty-six people were arrested and 72
people were injured by the police.

Two thousand five hundred people
demonstrated in downtown Santiago
on March 26 in a demonstration called
by leftist youth to protest the economic
policies of Pinochet. As the youth
marched through the downtown area,
they were joined by hundreds of office
workers. Demonstrators raised the
slogans ‘‘Pinochet, Assassin’’ and
‘“Work, Bread, Justice and Liberty.”’
Attacked by the police with water
cannons, the youths and workers
threw up street barricades and fought
the police with rocks throughout a 20-
block area.

Besides Santiago, demonstrations
have also occurred in Valparaiso and
other cities. And other forms of protest
have also been developing. For exam-
ple, poor farmers are uniting to block
state-held property auctions of farmers
who are being foreclosed upon.

All forms of mass action are strictly
illegal under the ferocious military
regime of Pinochet. The defiance of
the fascist dictates of the government
by the masses shows once again that
the people refuse to be intimidéted by
the terror. They are continuously find-
ing ways and means to fight back. The
actions breaking out across Chile today
herald the impending doom of the fas-
cist regime.

The ““Chicago Boys’’ Advise Pinochet,
and the Result Is Depression

A major factor propeiling the Chile-
an toilers into motion at this time is the
depressed state of the Chilean econ-
omy. Last year Chile’s gross national
product fell 14%, the biggest fall of
GNP in Latin America. Real wages
also fell 14%. Unemployment is 21%
in Santiago and higher in the agricul-
tural provinces. Inflation is 30% and
climbing.

The depression in Chile is a big em-
barrassment for the Reaganites in the
U.S., who for years promoted the
‘*Chilean miracle’’ as a great example
of the wonders of ‘‘free enterprise.’’ It
was Reaganomics in action. Indeed,
Pinochet was closely advised in his
policies by economists from the Chica-
go University monetarist school of
Milton Friedman, a reactionary econ-
omist and Reagan advisor. Dema-
gogues like William F. Buckley used to
promote Chile as a model capitalist
country in which inflation had suppos-
edly been eliminated and prosperity
had been achieved by all and sundry.
Now the rising inflation and severe un-
employment are giving the lie to these
reactionaries and proving once again
that capitalism means nothing but im-
poverishment for the working masses.

Under Pinochet, Chile was opened
wide for ruthless exploitation by the
imperialist monopolies and the Chile-
an capitalists, without even the mild
restraints and social programs that are
customary in many capitalist econo-
mies. State-owned companies were
sold to private capitalists; price con-
trols and government subsidies. for
mass consumer goods were ended;
and foreign investors were encouraged
to sink their claws into the land and
labor of Chile. Pinochet’s policies soon
began to get into trouble. The world-
wide economic crisis created further
problems, bringing lower prices for
Chile’s copper exports. Pinochet ran
up Chile’s foreign debt to $18 billion,
which is more per capita than Mexi-
co’s. Unable to pay the interest on this
debt, Pinochet appealed to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund for a bailout
this spring. Along with a loan, the IMF
provided Pinochet with a new austerity
plan to impoverish the masses even
further. This plan includes a hike in
personal taxes and devaluation of the
peso.

The economic depression is having
severe effects on the toiling masses in
Chile. Once one of the most prosper-
ous cities in Latin America, Santiago is
now becoming a center for begging
and temporary work at starvation wage

levels. As a miserable sop to the
masses, Pinochet has drafted 13% of
the work force into an emergency
public works program. Most of the
workers in this program are women
who are paid $27 per month plus $5.50
per month for each child under eight
yearsof age. This monthly wage scale is
barely enough to buy bread for two
weeks.

Pinochet’s Solution to the Depression:
Intensified Repression

However, Pinochet’s main response
to the economic crisis has been to
clamp down on dissent and disrupt
attempts by the toiling masses to or-
ganize their struggle. Not only does
Pinochet send troops against workers’
demonstrations, as mentioned above,
but the military ruthlessly attacks any
sort of collective activity by the toilers.
For example, in the cities communal
soup kitchens have been set up, some
by unemployed workers themselves
and others by church and charitable
groups. But the military is so rabid it
has even shut down some of these.
They are afraid that these may func-
tion as centers of discussion and or-
ganization among the masses. The
government also recently expelled
three foreign priests from the country
for the crime of encouraging the poor
to demand higher welfare payments.
Reports of torture by the regime have
sharply increased in the last year. And
Pinochet is warning that anyone going
on strike will ‘‘face the conse-
quences.’’

Despite this repression, the toilers
are organizing increasingly larger and
bolder mass actions. This is putting
the regime into crisis and causing
squabbles among the rich capitalists,
right-wing nationalists and military
officers who have been Pinochet’s
main base of support. Pinochet has
changed finance ministers four times
in the past year but has not been able
to solve any of the country’s economic
problems. Many Chilean capitalists,
fearful of the rising class struggle, are
hoping for some ‘‘moderate’” alterna-

Trinidad and Tobago: |
Texaco oil workers fight

(The following article is reprinted from
The West Indian Voice, newspaper of
the Caribbean Progressive Study
Group, May 1963.)

Some 6,800 workers at the imperial-
ist Texaco oil company in Trinidad and
Tobago are waging a very important
struggle against brutal attacks by this
imperialist o0il company and the
People’s National Movement (PNM)
government of George Chambers.

Under the threat of closure of its
operations and claiming ‘‘poverty’’ the
Texaco oil billionaires are demanding
the reduction of the taxes and royalties
it pays; and with the clear backing of
the Chambers government the workers
are being saddled with widescale lay-
offs. As of May 1, all workers age 60
and over are to be forced into early re-
tirement. This agreement which has
already been signed and sealed be-
tween Texaco, the government and the
Oil Workers Trade Union (OWTU)
leadership is expected to affect up to

2,100 of the workers employed at
Texaco operations in the country. The
Texaco imperialists, with the full
support of the government and a whole
array of vicious bourgeois propaganda
against the oil workers, are using the
crisis in the oil industry to strengthen
their stranglehold over onshore oil pro-

big layoffs

duction and over the power they wield
through their monopoly of the major
refinery operations in that country.
The oil workers are outraged and are
in a fighting mood. They have been
engaging in various protest actions in-
Continued on page 5
See OIL WORKERS

Jamaica:

18,000 teachers stage walkout

(The following article is reprinted from
The West Indian Voice, newspaper of
the Caribbean “Progressive Study
Group, May 1953.)

On Tuesday April 18, some 18,000
teachers throughout Jamaica’s schools
staged a one-day strike. This strike
was the third one called in recent
weeks by various categories of em-
ployees in the public sector against ri-

diculous wage contracts being im-
posed by the Seaga government under
the pretext that the imperialist Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) has
ordered strict limits on pay increases.
The opposition to the government's
contract offers include a current strike
by some 9,600 civil servants and a one-
week strike staged by nurses at the
beginning of April. (]

tive. And in March, five bourgeois
opposition parties, which are officially
illegal, issued a joint declaration de-
manding elections. These are not par-
ties of the left which were the target of
Pinochet’s repression in 1973 but are
rightist parties which originally sup-
ported the military coup but have since
become disenchanted. These parties
are scared of the mass struggle. They
want to avoid a revolution and instead
seek to give a civilian face to the ruth-
less dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

Down With the Fascist Regime!

But for the working masses of Chile,
the alternative offered by such parties
is not the path of liberation from fas-
cist tyranny. Only the path of revolu-
tionary struggle offers hope for the

toilers. The Chilean workers, peasants
and youth must rise up and overthrow
the Pinochet regime. The working
class must prepare to put its own class
stamp on the overthrow of the fascist
tyranny and develop it into a socialist
revolution against the bourgeoisie. It
cannot be forgotten that it was the
Chilean bourgeoisie which give birth
to the Pinochet regime, although U.S.
imperialism was the midwife.

After the CIA-organized coup suc-
cessfully put Pinochet into power in
1973, the imperialists and domestic
capitalists thought they had done away
with class struggle in Chile. In consoli-
dating his power, Pinochet murdered
30,000 people, and drove over a
million into exile. In gratitude for his
repression of the left and workers’ or-
ganizations, Pinochet was given com-

plete loyalty by the rich capitalists of
Chile.

Despite Pinochet’s fierce repres-
sion, however, strikes and skirmishes
against the fascist regime continued
through the mid-1970’s. And now the
punctured balloon of the ‘‘Chilean
economic miracle’’ is providing new
impetus to the class struggle. As the
economic crisis deepens, the Pinochet
regime, which was widely hailed by
the imperialists a few years ago as a
model of prosperity and stability, is
today being exposed as a fumbling
idiot about to lose its grip on the coun-
try. The stage is being set for a new
revolutionary onslaught on the fascist
regime by the workers and progressive
masses of Chile. 1




Across Latin America

Movement builds against
capitalist austerity and IMF dictate

This spring, workers across Latin
America have taken to the streets in
militant strikes, demonstrations and
rebellions. In one country after anoth-
er, the workers are saying NO! to the
terrible: misery wrought by the world-
wide capitalist depression. As re-
ported in the accompanying articles,
even the most entrenched military
regimes, such as Chile, Argentina and
Brazil, are being rocked by the mass
actions of the working class.

A powerful factor which is giving
impetus to the class struggle today is
the severe economic crisis. The cur-
rent crisis is truly a worldwide crisis.
It has brought ruin and suffering to
the workers and poor everywhere,
from the richest and strongest capital-
ist economies to the poorest ones. But

Genera

On March 10, the working class of
Peru shut down the country with a
general strike against the economic
policies of the government. The day
before the strike the government de-
clared a state of emergency and
banned all strikes and demonstra-
tions. But the workers courageously
defied this edict. One million of them
— 85% of the country’s total urban
work force — went out on strike in
Lima and other cities. The strike para-
lyzed Lima, shutting down industrial
plants, shops, businesses, banks,
hospitals and public transport.

The government called 15,000 sol-
diers into Lima to break the strike.
The army attacked workers’ demon-
strations with tear gas and gunfire.
The workers, supported by students,
threw up barricades across major
thoroughfares and fought the troops
with rocks. The army then attacked the
barricades with tanks. By the end of
the day, four workers had been killed
and 20 injured.

Such fierce repression is nothing out
of the ordinary for the Peruvian gov-
ernment. The recent period has seen
a big wave of terror unleashed against
the workers and peasants. In recent
months the army has carried out a
series of massacres in the countryside.

The present government of Peru is
derided by the masses as the ‘‘Wells
Fargo Cabinet,”’ because of its close
ties with the California-based bank.

the worst burden falls on the shoulders
of the working masses of the depend-
ent countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, where even in the ‘‘best’
of times, the toilers live in the most
terrible conditions.

The crisis in the rich capitalist
countries has led to sharp drops in the
export earnings of the poor countries.
This hits especially hard at these de-
pendent export-oriented economies.
Unemployment and starvation spread
ever wider among hundreds of mil-
lions of toilers.

These countries end up with heavier
and heavier debts to the bloodsucking
bankers of the imperialist countries.
Unable to pay back their interest pay-
ments, the capitalist rulers of the de-
pendent countries beg for more loans

| strike paralyzes Peru

from the foreign banks and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Western
imperialist-dominated world banking
institution which is the ‘‘lender of
last resort.’’ It is the working masses
who are forced to bear the burden of
these debts. Austerity measures are
piled up one after the other on the al-
ready poor and starving workers and
peasants.

But as the protests across the coun-
tries of Latin America show, the work-
ers are saying ‘‘Enough!”’ They refuse
to quietly lie down in front of the cruel
offensive of the domestic capitalists
and the international financiers. In
this article, we look at some of these
inspiring struggles which have broken
out this spring.

Police inLima, Peruattacking workersduring the general strike on March 10.

The government has indebted the
country to foreign banks to the tune of
$12 billion, and debt service on these
loans consumes 50% of the national
budget! To maintain these interest
payments, the International Monetary
Fund last summer loaned Peru $952
million. With this,, they also imposed
an austerity program which requires
that the government sacrifice every-

thing else for foreign debt service.
Thus the government has removed
subsidies for consumer items and
thereby caused rising prices for food,
gasoline, and electricity and phone
rates. With 70% inflation and 60%
either unemployed or underemployed,

. the working class has been hit very

hard by these measures.

Two-day general strike shuts down Ecuador

In March, the government of Ecua-
dor announced a new round of auster-
ity measures against the working
masses. Shortly afterwards, the major
trade unions of the country called for
a general strike in protest. This strike
began on Mach 23 and. continued
through the next day. The entire coun-
try was brought to a standstill. The
workers put forth demands that the
government revoke the new austerity
measures, such as the increases in
the price of milk and fuel. The strikers
also demanded increased salaries,
a freeze in prices and dismissal of
the economic ministers of the govern-
ment.

As in Peru, the government banned
this strike but the workers defied this
order. In support of the strike, stu-
dents carried out militant demon-
strations which closed the public
schools and universities.

This latest strike is part of the grow-
ing anti-austerity movement launched
by the working masses against the
government of President Osvaldo
Hurtado which took office in May
1981. This struggle gave rise to two
big general strikes last fall, which we
reported on in the November issue of
this paper.

A few years ago, apologists for

Strike mov

Mexico is yet another country where
oil resources were supposedly opening
the door to prosperity. But here too,
this has not brought improvement in
the conditions of the working masses.
The economic crisis and the huge ;580
billion foreign debt piled up by the
Mexican oligarchy have brought disas-
ter for the masses. Since last fall,
the Mexican government has been
imposing one austerity measure after
another. This has given impetus to
the growth of the class struggle.

At the beginning of this year, the
government granted workers a wage
increase of 25%, with another increase
of 12.5% due at mid year. But with the
skyrocketing inflation, this remains a
huge wage cut. In the last few months,
a number of strikes have begun to
break out.

In February 8,000 workers struck
DINA, the state-owned Mexican-
French diesel consortium which in-
cludes Renault de Mexico as a sub-

A scene from street demonstrations in Quito during the general strlk In

Ecuador, March 24.

capitalist rule in Latin America were
waxing enthusiastic about the pros-
perity which Ecuador’s oil wealth was
allegedly bringing to that country.
But despite having this important re-
source, Ecuador’s economy is a capi-
talist economy, and a dependent one
at that. During the oil boom, the rich
did enrich themselves but the poor
remained poor.

Then in the current economic crisis,
Ecuador’s earnings from its major
export goods, oil and bananas, have
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ement develops in Mexico

Auto workers holding a mass rally in Mexico City on February 10. Thou-

fallen sharply. As well, the country
has run up a big debt to the foreign
bankers and has been unable to meet
its payments. The capitalist govern-
ment here, as elsewhere, has traveled
the same route of imposing austerity
measures to placate the international
bankers and the IMF. But the workers
and other sections of the people have
continued to resist this assault. And
they have refused to be intimidated by
the growing reaction imposed by the
government.

sands of workers occupied auto plants during their month-long strike.

sidiary. DINA was planning to lay off
2,500 workers and impose rigorous
productivity measures on those re-
maining on the job. To oppose this,

the auto workers occupied plants and
held mass rallies. By striking for a
month, the workers were able to win
some reduction in the number of

As elsewhere in the capitalist world,
the workers and peasants of Brazil are
being devastated by economic crisis.
With each passing day, the misery fac-
ing the masses increases. And the an-
ger of the poor also goes on mounting.
In early April, this discontent boiled
over into powerful rebellions of the un-
employed. The tremors set off by these
actions reverberated through the top
ranks of the military dictators and cap-
italist board rooms in Brazil. They also
spread nervousness among the imperi-
alist banks and corporations on Wall
Street and other Western capitalist
centers who have invested billions to
plunder the working masses of Brazil.

The actions of the unemployed
broke out in a number of places, in-
cluding Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil’s two biggest cities. But they
were mainly centered in Sao Paulo, the
city of 12 million which is the country’s
auto and steel industrial center.

The situation in Sao Paulo has been
quite explosive for some time. The un-
employment rate here is well known to
be quite a bit above the conservative
estimate of 15% made by the local
businessmen’s association. For almost
four years, the poor of this city have
been fighting to survive the economic
depression, without any unemploy-
ment compensation or social security.

The rebellion in Sao Paulo grew out
of a movement that has been develop-

ing among the unemployed. This

struggle has been organized by the
Committee of Struggle Against Unem-
ployment. A prominent force in this or-
ganization are the militants of the
Communist Party of Brazil, PC do B,
the Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the
Brazilian proletariat. (Note that this is
a different party then the Brazilian
Communist Party, the PCB, which is
the pro-Soviet revisionist party.)

This spring, the meetings of the
Committee have attracted large num-
bers. On April 4, its ranks were
swelled by thousands of unemployed
workers who had rushed to a nearby
factory after a few vacancies were ad-
vertised. The crowd decided to march
to Morumbi Palace, the seat of the re-
gional governor of Sao Paulo. The
workers marched for five miles under
the slogan, ‘‘Jobs and food for the un-
employed!”’

When the workers arrived at the
governor’s palace, they demanded
that the governor meet with their
leaders to discuss their demands.
Thesz  included 'demands for unem-
ployment compensation and public
works programs. At first, the governor
arrogantly refused to meet with the
protesters. At this, the demonstrators
became enraged and began chanting,
““End the unemployment or we will
stop Brazil!”’ They assaulted the gov-
ernor’s palace despite the fact that it
was guarded by hundreds of police.
The workers ripped up an iron fence
around the palace grounds and used
the iron rails to fight the police. They
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also fought with rocks and sticks
against the heavily-armed police. Fi-
nally, scared of the anger of the
masses, the governor decided to meet
with the workers’ representatives and
made some promises of spending more
on public works programs.

On the following two days, wide-
spread riots broke out in the city. In
downtown Sao Paulo, thousands of
the urban poor, who have been facing
starvation, broke into food stores —
bakeries, butcher shops, supermar-
kets, etc. — and cleaned them out.
Some banks were also attacked. The
governor called in 10,000 special police
to suppress the masses. The troops at-
tacked with clubs, tear gas and gun-
fire. In the fighting, two people were
killed, a hundred injured and 700 ar-
rested.

In the face of the revolt of the unem-
ployed and the prospects of even
greater actions to come, the authori-
ties in Brazil were forced to promise
certain concessions. The Sao Paulo
government agreed to create 40,000
jobs, and even the federal government
of General Figueiredo outlined some
plans to alleviate the conditions of the
jobless.

Nevertheless the government is
still refusing to set up unemployment
compensation. The fight for this is con-
tinuing. The lessons of the April rebel-
lions will not go forgotten by the
masses. They will certainly remember
that even the minimal promises of re-
lief have been forced through the
weapon of mass action. And it is by
continuing to build up the mass strug-
gle that the working masses of Brazil
will get any further improvements in
the conditions faced by the unem-
ployed.

Indeed, ' the ruling authorities in
Brazil and the entire capitalist estab-
lishment are scared to death of the
actions of the toiling masses. This is
the case not only with the military
dictators who control the Brazilian
federal government but also certain
liberal and social-democratic opposi-
tion politicians. The governors of Sao
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro are charac-
ters of this type. In the recent actions
of the unemployed, both these govern-
ors exposed the capitalist fangs hidden

Unemployed workers storming the gvornor’s palaqo In So aulo on
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behind their sugar-coated words.
Franco Montoro, the governor of Sao
Paulo, not only sent the police against
the rioters but has also opened up a
repressive - drive against the left.
Meanwthile, Lionel Brizola, the gov-
ernor of Rio who had posed as a great
champion of the poor, has opened up a
campaign against squatters. Overall,
it is reported that closer links have
been established between the opposi-
tion governors and General Figueiredo
over the need to maintain capitalist
law and order against the masses.

But it is hardly likely that a few min-
imal relief programs or the brutal
repression of the security forces can
keep the lid on the popular movements
of the Brazilian toilers. The economic
crisis facing Brazil is very, very deep.
Like the rest of the dependent and neo-
colonial countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America, Brazil has been hit
hard by the depression in commodity
exports to the rich industrialized
countries. As well, Brazil is hard hit
by the world financial crisis. With its
foreign debt of $88 billion, it ranks
among the biggest debtor countries.
The depression has made it hard to
meet its interest payments. It is having
trouble with the payment plan it
worked out with the foreign banks
last December.

The response of the Brazilian gov-
ernment has been to go begging to
the IMF, like the other debt-ridden
dependent countries. And this has
brought IMF-imposed austerity meas-
ures such as wage cuts, reductions in
public spending, hikes in gasoline
prices, etc. But these measures are
only helping to further contribute to
the mass discontent among the work-
ers and peasants of Brazil.

The actions of the unemployed in
Sao Paulo herald the greater waves of
class struggle that are bound to come
against the reactionary Brazilian
government. They are also an inspira-
tion for the struggle of the unemployed
throughout the depression-wracked
capitalist world. They show the great
rebellion that is brewing throughout
the hundreds of millions of unemploy-
ed who have been cruelly tossed into
the streets by the capitalist blood-
suckers. (]

Nurses strike in Barbados

(The following article is reprinted
from the May 1983 issue of The West
Indian Voice, newspaper of the Carib-
bean Progressive Study Group.)

On March 21, nurses in Barbados
took strike action at six state-owned
hospitals against the government’s
rescheduling of their work hours and
the bad working conditions in the hos-
pitals. During the 14-day strike, the
nurses organized several demonstra-
tions and rallies — winning wide sup-
port for their struggle. The strike cli-
maxed with a massive demonstration
of hundreds of nurses, public sector
workers and other government em-
ployees in front of the reactionary
parliament.

The strike started at the district
hospitals, the Psychiatric Hospital
and the Geriatric Hospital. On March
24, nurses from a seventh hospital,
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, took part in
a demonstration through the streets

of Bridgetown in solidarity with the
striking nurses. And by March 27
these nurses, who had themselves
been saddled with rescheduled work
hours, joined the strike. The nurses
won wide solidarity for their strike
among hospital workers and staff, who
joined them on the picket lines and at
the rallies and demonstrations. As
well, sanitation workers, traffic con-
trollers and other government em-
ployees conducted ‘‘go-slows’’ and
“‘work-to-rules’’ in solidarity with the
nurses.

This far-reaching strike by the
nurses rapidly became a symbol of

the continuing struggle of all the work-

ing masses of Barbados ‘against the
austerity measures and the productivi-
ty drive of the reactionary Tom Adams
government. This latest strike and
round of demonstrations follow on the
same track as the one-day strike by
public sector workers last July against
the attempts of the Adams govern-

ment to introduce a fascist ‘‘Essential
Services Act’’ — outlawing strikes in
most of the state sector — and another
one-day strike last October against the
government’s attempt to legislate a
new wage contract for public sector
workers.

The nurses’ strike erupted in direct
response to stringent measures taken
by the Adams government to increase
the work load by rescheduling work
hours and thus pave the way for even-
tual layoffs. The rescheduling called
for nurses to be on duty. five nights a
week for 10-hour periods supposedly
with a two-hour break during the
night. Previously, the nurses worked
four nights a week for 10 and 12 hours;
the breaks existed only in theory as
it was, since there were seldom suffi-
cient nurses to relieve each other be-
cause of tremendous understaffing.
In effect the rescheduling called for

Continued on page 4
See BARBADOS

planned layoffs, as well as a 20% in-
crease in wages and an additional
monthly food allowance.

As part of his austerity program,
President Miguel de la Madrid has
also been slashing aid to education. As
a result there have been a number of
strikes at national and state colleges.
Educational employees at universities
in Mexico City, Guerrero, and Juarez
carried out strikes in recent months for
higher pay and for increased funding.

The Forces for Great Revolutionary
Upheavals Are Growing

The strikes, demonstrations and
rebellions of the working masses
across Latin America show that power-
ful revolutionary upheavals are im-
pending across the continent. Every-
where, the masses are refusing to
accept the status quo and are making

their voices heard loudly. The ruling
governments of the capitalists and
landowners are unable to find any
solutions for the deep economic crisis.
They only offer the working masses
even more austerity measures and
bring out the big stick of increased
repression. But the political crises be-
ing suffered by the fascist regimes of
Pinochet and the Argentine generals
show that repression, even of the most
ferocious kind, cannot hold back the
class struggle of the toilers.

Indeed, there are no solutions to
the terrible misery faced by the
masses under continued capitalist
rule and imperialist slavery. The ex-
ploiters have to be overthrown through
revolution. Only this road can put an
end to the plunder of the land and
labor of the Latin American people by
the imperialist bankers and corpora-
tions. Only this can do away with the

parasitic fat industrialists and land-
owners who live in luxury off of the
backs of the toilers. Only this can
mobilize the tremendous creative
energies of the toilers for putting an
end to the dependent character of the
economies of these countries and ad-
vance towards all-round development
for the benefit of the masses.

Today, with their strikes and pro-
tests the workers and peasants of
Latin America are preparing the forces
for the revolution. The current strug-
gles show the great weight which the
working class has in the general
revolutionary movement. Those who
can bring entire countries to a stand-
still can certainly, with proper organi-
zation, unity and consciousness,
smash the chains of capitalist and
imperialist slavery and open up the
road for a brighter future.
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80,000 demonstrate in Melbourne

{Reprinted from the March/April 1983
issue of Workers Voice, a publication
published in Melbourne, Australia.)
People for Nuclear Disarmament
(PND), in its leaflet promoting the re-
cent Disarmament rally, said: ‘‘Tens
of thousands of Australians will be
marching for nuclear disarmament on

March 27.”’ It was no idle speculation.

Some 80,000 people demonstrated in
Melbourne alone. '

This and other big rallies in all major
cities around Australia testified to the
peoples’ concern at the possibility of
the outbreak of a major world war and
to their growing opposition to current
wars and war preparations.

The huge Melbourne rally was a
magnificent peoples’ effort that had a
spirit of optimism and a determination
to be heard on the issue of war and
peace.

Opportunists In the Van

The national press, on the day fol-
lowing the rallies, could not but make
them front page news.

Reports of both the Sydney and
Melbourne rallies were accompanied
by pictures — not of the thousands
upon thousands of people in the
streets — but of the prominent *‘per-
sonalities’’ that made up the front line
of the procession. In each case Labor
Party parliamentarians predominated.
In Sydney it was Uren and Geitzlet
{Ministers in the Federal Government)
and Kirkby of the NSW [New South
Wales] State Labor Government. In
Melbourne Labor Premier Cain was
featured as a speaker, and was joined
in the front line of the march by Hold-
ing, a Federal Minister.

Actions Louder Than Footsteps

Just one week before the anti-war
demonstrations, the Federal Labor
Government announced ‘‘wide rang-
ing’’ changes to Australia’s foreign
policies- which directly contribute to
imperialist war and war preparations.

These included improving relations
with the butchers of East Timor, the
Suharto regime of Indonesia. It was
also confirmed that U.S. bases in
Australia would not be closed down.

Uren, Holding and Geitzlet are all
party to this foreign policy which has
its foundations in the so-called U.S.-
Australian Alliance. As for Cain, he is
doing his own special job for U.S.
imperialism in Victoria.

Cain Runs With U.S. Imperialism

Two weeks before the March 27
rally, a U.S. warship visited the port of
Melbourne. The U.S.S. Hoel, armed
with ASROC nuclear-tipped anti-
submarine missiles sneaked into
Melbourne at the tail of an Australian
flotilla for a four-day visit over the
Moomba holiday festival. It came vir-
tually unannounced, engaged in rou-
tine ‘‘public relations’’ exercises. It
departed with limited protest from two
unions and a minimal response from
the recognized ‘‘peace’’ organizations:
PND and Congress for International
Co-operation -« and Disarmament
(CICD).

Despite its ‘‘Nuclear Free Victoria’
policy and its stated opposition to
visits by nuclear-armed and nuclear-
powered warships, the Victorian State
Government, led by Cain, was clearly

Some experience
from the anti-wr movement in Australia

Thousands protesting nuclear war in Sydney, Australia on March 27. On

that day protests brought out tens of thousands in many cities across

Australia.

a party to the smuggling of U.S.S.
Hoel into port. How else would it have
been provided with berthing and other
facilities?

The Cain government’s capitulation
to Federal Government pressure on
this issue is now, apparently complete.
Its compliance with the visit by this
floating nuclear war base was excused
by the fact that such visits are now a
‘‘federal matter’” — made so by
special legislation introduced by
Fraser and recently confirmed by
Hawke.

Cain Runs True to Form

OMEGA, the U.S. war base in
Gippsland, Victoria, was opened in
November 1982. This event was
marked by a number of meetings and
rallies in Melbourne, at which mem-
bers of the Cain government opposed
OMEGA.

But when people demonstrated at
the base itself, Cain’s police vigorous-
ly defended the base and made a num-
ber of arrests.

The very real pro-U.S. stance of
Cain and his Police Minister was made
clear by their strong condemnation of
the anti-OMEGA  demonstration.
Much was made of the “‘violence’’ of
the demonstration in which ‘a grap-
pling hook was thrown over a t?e\smat
this base, which exists to service
nuclear submarines carrying the ulti-
mate in present day military violence.

Tagging Along Behind
Labor Governments

The condemnation of the OMEGA
demonstration in November by the
Cain government was echoed by the
leaders of the ‘‘peace’’ organizations
who described it variously as ‘‘ill
advised,”” ‘‘provocative,”” and ‘‘con-
frontationist.”’

The U.S.S. Hoel represented U.S.
imperialist war preparations. Its visit
on the eve of a major anti-war rally re-
vealed a distinct unwillingness on the
part of the same ‘‘peace’’ leaders to
get involved in any active response.
They acted as if they just did not want
to know about its presence — it was
‘‘tog inconvenient’’ with a big disarm-
ament rally coming up.

At the same time, other people who
did ‘‘want to know’’ and who did want
to take some action had a great diffi-
culty in organizing an effective stand
at short notice without the ‘‘umbrella’’
of the recognized ‘‘peace’ organiza-

tions.

These two aspects of the struggle
against war require to be studied and
acted upon.

One arises from tailing behind the
‘‘respectable’’ cover of parliamentary
and other establishment figures and
organizations.

The other problem arises from the
lack of an effective, independent, self-
acting anti-war organization which is
firmly based in the working class and
that has clear political perspectives on
both the effects of war and war prepa-
rations, and their social cause —
imperialism.

In trying to understand this, it is
worth examing the experience of the
anti-war struggle over the last twelve
months.

The Anti-War Rally of April 1982

The 1982 rally was conducted under
the slogan of ‘‘Celebrate Peace’” —
despite the fact that the Falklands war
was in full swing; the cauldron of war
that is the Middle East was bubbling
and boiling over; the people of Af-
ghanistan and El Salvador were being
blown to bits in wars directly involving
the two imperialist superpowers.

To ‘‘Celebrate Peace’’ in these cir-
cumstances, represented a crude
opportunist refusal to face up to con-
crete issues of the day in regards to
wars that were actually being waged,
to the threat of any future war (except
nuclear war), and, more importantly,
to the cause of all war, the social sys-
tem of monopoly capitalism — imperi-
alism. Its effect was to try and pacify
people, to contain their anger against
war! It also exposed a characteristic
tactic of such opportunism. That is, in
the name of preserving the ‘‘breadth
and unity’”’ of the movement, the
whole emphasis is placed on the
“‘horror of nuclear war,”” and on
appeals to the imperialist rulers who
plan such wars to extend their spheres
of influence and exploitation to see
‘‘reason’’ and ‘‘disarm.”” It is this
same class of exploiters who stand
behind the ‘‘minor’’ wars that rage
continuously and who wax fat on the
arms race.

At the same time the 1982 rally was
enthusiastically attended by 30-40,000
people whose deep concern for the
danger of war; their opposition to war
preparations; their support for the
peoples of the world fighting for lib-
eration, their opposition to U.S. war
bases in Australia and to the mining

and export of uranium, was made
abundantly clear by the posters, leaf-
lets, and banners displayed in the
demonstration.

These contradictory trends contin-
ued beyond the April 1982 rally.

Hiroshima Day 1982

As August 1982 approached, a num-
ber of organizations prepared to
commemorate Hiroshima Day in ac-
cordance with the usual tradition.
Some of the planned activities were to
take the form of public anti-war dem-
onstrations. Most of the recognized
‘“‘peace’’  organizations . distanced
themselves from these preparations by
concentrating on the call for public
meetings, receptions, and special
functions for distinguished overseas
speakers and some local politicians.

This contradiction was brought to a
head by the intrusion into the Mel-
bourne scene by U.S.S. Goldsborough,
a nuclear-armed sister ship of the
Hoel. It arrived on August 4, two days
before Hiroshima Day.

Goldsborough’s visit was in defiance
of the wishes of the State Labor Gov-
ernment and met with considerable
public opposition.

Waterfront unions took industrial
action, including stop-work action. A
round-the-clock picket was mounted at
the entrance to Station Pier where the
Goldsborough was berthed, necessi-
tating a permanent police guard. The
normal visits by the public to such a
ship had to be cancelled.

Job meetings held on the waterfront
donated money and organized food
and firewood for the beach camp.

All this activity was looked upon
with disapproval by the ‘‘official peace
organizations.’’ Their organized activi-
ty was confined to a press conference
on the end of the pier the day the ship
arrived, press statements, and a
planned public meeting and short
march on the eve of the ship’s depar-
ture.

In fact the Hiroshima Day rally did
take place on August 6, as originally

- planned in the center of the city. It

moved from there to Station Pier, Port
Melbourne, where it joined the PND
‘‘official’’ rally. Overall, this conclud-
ing event, involving some 3,000
people, was very successful and with-
out doubt this was largely attributed to
the three days of intense activity in
opposition to the Goldsborough’s visit
that preceded it.

The vacillations and hesitations of
the main ‘‘peace’’ organizations was
probably best summed up by the Con-
gress for International Co-operation
and Disarmament. In its publication,
CICD Anti-War News and Views,
September 1982, it complained:

““The timing and scope of the visit

(by U.S.S. Goldsborough) was clear-

ly a calculated act, coming as it did

at the height of the Hiroshima Day

activities.... It is easy to see how a

violent protest or industrial confron-

tation would have served the Fraser

cause well.’’ (emphasis added)
CICD’s weak excuse for retreating
before the fear of reaction from a war-
mongering Prime Minister who had
organized the Goldsborough provoca-
tion, illustrates the kind of opportun-
ism that leads to the serious conse-
quences that flow from the failure to
fight one’s “‘own’’ ruling class in the
struggle against war. O

| Sasebo, Japan:

Thousands protest
U.S. nuclear warship

(The following article is reprinted from
The People’s Star, newspaper of the
Communist Party of Japan (Left),
April 1983.)

Immediately after taking part in the
U.S.-South Korean joint military
maneuvers dubbed ‘‘Team Spirit ‘83,”
the American nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier Enterprise, accompanied by
the nuclear-powered cruiser Bain-
bridge and some other warships,
forced a port call on March 21 at
Sasebo, Nagasaki prefecture. On the
same day, more than 11,000 workers,
toiling people and students from
various parts of the country, mostly
from Nagasaki prefecture, rallied in a
city park, and then staged a militant
demonstration to protest against the
port call.

It was the rank and file workers who
voluntarily organized the struggle
from below against the first port call of
the Enterprise in 15 years. The strug-
gle hit the Japanese imperialist effort
for war preparation and disclosed the
real nature of the labor bureaucrats as
traitors.

As a component part of the military
maneuvers ‘‘Team Spirit ‘83,”" this
port call by the American flattop was
designed to turn Sasebo into its
mother port, as well as to get the Ja-
panese people ready for the scheduled
visits to the Japanese ports by the
battleship New Jersey equipped with
the Tomahawk cruise missiles and the
newly-built aircraft carrier Carl Vin-
son, both of which are going to belong
to the U.S. Seventh Fleet this summer.
In other words, the Enterprise visited
Japan to consolidate the Japan-U.S.
alliance and the U.S.-Japan-South
Korean military cooperation, thus
turning Japan into an anti-Soviet ad-
vance base in the framework of the
American imperialist ‘‘winnable strat-
egy’’ against the Soviet Union. For its
part, Japanese imperialism ‘aims to
tighten its control of the Japanese

people and establish its own hegem-

ony in Asia, by following the world
strategy of U.S. imperialism.

In order to contain the protest move-
ment by the people, the bourgeois
mass media were given full play by the
monopoly bourgeoisie and the govern-
ment, demagogically saying that in
Sasebo city ‘‘the opinion of the majori-
ty is that they have to accept the port
call to boost the local economy...
people are used to nuclear weapons...
most of the citizens want the outsiders
to go away’’ and ‘‘the protest move-
ment is inactive.”’

The port call of the Enterprise had
been made public by the end of last
year. However, it was not until just be-
fore the port call that the labor bureau-
cratsiissued a specific order for protest
action. Furthermore, they restrained
the rank-and-file workers from rising
into struggle, under the pretext of the
unified local elections now underway.

What made the anti-Enterprise
struggle successful was the resistance
from below against the labor bureau-
crats’ attempts and the extensive sup-
port from the local working citizens.

- This indicates that the indignation is

rapidly getting explosive among the
Japanese people against the U.S. im-
perialist anti-Soviet world strategy, as
well as against the military buildup
and war drives by the Nakasone gov-
ernment which, in dependence on the
U.S. strategy, stresses that ‘‘Japan
shares the common destiny with the
United States...Japan should be an un-
sinkable aircraft carrier’’ and ‘‘she will
blockade her four straits in case of
emergency.’’

For over one month from the begin-
ning of March to early April when the
anti-Enterprise fight was in a critical
phase, the newspaper Jinmin No
Hoshi (Organ of the CPJ(Left)) con-
ducted a publicity campaign to en-
courage the struggle of workers, work-
ing people and students against the
port call, and to promote the anti-
imperialist war movement on the basis
of the successful struggle. U

Snake—'dancing demonslﬁatofs proteﬂ the visit of the U.S.S. terprise to
the port of Sasebo in Japan.

DEMOCRATS
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the Democrats’ policy. Any disagree-
ments with the Reaganites are not over
matters of substance, as Dodd ex-
plains, but over the best means to ac-
complish the goals shared in common
by all patriotic jingos and imperialist
politicians, Democrat and Republican
alike.

Every Dollar for the ‘‘Death Squads”’
Has the Blessings of the
Democratic-Controlled Congress

Oh yes, the Democrats know *how to
shed a tear or two about the ruthless
brutality and the massacres which the
people of Central America suffer. They
know how to wag their fingers about
‘‘democracy’’ and ‘‘human rights.”
But all this grandstanding is 100%
hypocrisy. When it comes down to
whether Reagan will get more millions
to supply the ‘‘death squads’ with
more guns and bullets to massacre
the people, the gentlemen of the Dem-
ocratic-controlled House get in line
to sign on the bottom line.

The Democrats themselves boasted
about this shameful fact in their re-
sponse to Reagan.

‘““Tonight the President himself told
us that things were not going well in
Central America,’’ Dodd argued. ‘‘But

for this the President cannot blame
Congress. We have given him what he
has asked. $700 million...has been de-
livered or is on its way to El Salvador
since Ronald Reagan came to office, all
at his request and all with Congres-
sional approval.”’

Just imagine. Reagan wants $700
million to finance a gang of fascists
and cutthroats. So what do our ‘‘hu-
man rights”’ champions do? They tim-
idly whine about what a nasty business
this is, while they dutifully fork over
the $700 million. Then thcv have the
nerve to declare that theit hands are
clean; they can’t be blamed for Rea-
gan’s policies!!

No, far from being free of blame,
along with Reagan, these Democratic
Party hucksters stand hip-deep in the
bloodbath that U.S. imperialism has
unleashed against the heroic workers
and peasants of Central America.

“Political Solution’”’ —
the Carrot and the Stick

In a word, the Democratic Party
‘‘opposition’’ is no opposition at all.
It is supporting Reagan’s big stick
policies down the line. But it also plays
another vital role in U.S. imperialism’s
Central American strategy. The Dem-
ocrats are holding out the carrot as
part of Yankee imperialism’s old carrot

and stick tactics for driving the op-
pressed peoples into the yoke of sub-
mission. This is what their so-called
“‘political solution’’ in El Salvador is
all about.

Of course, Reagan too is for dema-
gogical prattle about a “‘political solu-
tion.”’ According to the White House,
such a “‘political solution’’ will come
about with the upcoming round of
‘‘elections,’’ which will once again be
carefully supervised by the fascist
‘‘death squads.”” But the Democrats
argue that another ‘‘elections’’ farce
is not enough; it is too transparent of a
hoax and therefore won’t have the de-
sired result.

Instead the Democrats are pushing
for ‘‘unconditional negotiations’” be-
tween the revolutionary forces and the
fascist Salvadoran regime. And they
propose that the arrangements for
such negotiations be entrusted to the
reactionary governments of Mexico,
Colombia, Panama, and Venezuela.

This proposal is just another sordid
maneuver to back up the dictators. At
best such attempts at a ‘‘political solu-
tion’’ may provide a temporary respite
for the beleaguered regime. At worst,
they raise the danger of disarming and
massacring the liberation fighters. In-
deed this is precisely the intention of
the Democratic chieftains. On the one
hand they want to wield the big stick,

to perfect the arming and training of
the crack divisions of the fascist re-
gime. And on the other hand, they
want to lull the vigilance of the people,
to rob them of the initiative, and most
importantly they want to draw the rev-
olutionaries into the fatal trap of laying
down their weapons so that they can
be easily dispensed with. No one
should forget the fate of Sandino, Nic-
aragua’s anti-imperialist hero who was
treacherously assassinated in 1934 by
General Somoza after he had signed a
peace agreement.

Clarence Long of Maryland, a lead-
ing figure of the Democratic opposi-
tion, does not mince his words when
he explains the significance of the
‘‘political solution.”” On his return
from a tete-a-tete with the Salvadoran
dictators at the end of last month,
Long stated:

‘“What I have long favored is a car-
rot and stick approach. The carrot, of
course, is a political solution; the stick
is a military solution. Here I urge the
military to develop a real stick and not
a wet noodle, which is what I think it
has had. I don’t think the guerillas will
ever come to a conference table or
make an agreement until they feel that
they are not winning in the field.”

Take note, Mr. Long’s frankness
here is most instructive. It shows that
the Democrats’ ‘‘political solution™

means building up the military stick of
the fascist regime. It means ‘‘peace’’
through an ever-expanding U.S. inter-
vention to back up the ‘‘death squad”’
commanders in their war on the Salva-
doran workers and peasants.

For a Real Fight Against
Reaganite Aggression

The working and progressive people
in this country want a real fight against
Reagan’s criminal aggression in Cen-
tral America. To tie this struggle to
the maneuvers of the Democratic Party
shadow boxers in Congress is less than
futile; it amounts to sellout to the Rea-
ganites. Nevertheless, this is exactly
what the social-democratic, revisionist
and pacifist leaders of the movement
against the U.S. intervention are striv-
ing to do. And their efforts are doing
too much damage.

This winter and spring the Demo-
cratic Party chiefs began a big clamor
about cutting off aid to El Salvador. A
big hue and cry went up that Congress
would never allow another Viet Nam,
and so on and so forth.

The social-democratic and opportun-
ist leaders played the Democrats’
game to the hilt. They tried to create
anticipation among the activists that
finally something was going to be
done. Breaking from the tradition of
the previous years, they liquidated the
big March demonstrations against
U.S. intervention in El Salvador. There
is no question that people would have
come out for these demonstrations if
they had only been called because the
indignation and sentiment for struggle
against the U.S. intervention contin-
ues to burn hot among the masses. But
the social-democratic and opportunist
honchos didn’t want to rock the Demo-
crats’ boat.

Of course the expectations about a
Congressional cutoff of funds were
hung on soap bubbles. And they pop-
ped just that quick.

Clarence Long, the chairman of the
Democratic-controlled House subcom-
mittee handling Reagan’s request for
$60 million more military aid, had
been one of the loudest shouters about
a cutoff. Then at the end of April, Long
went down to El Salvador to hobnob
with the dictators there. And when he
returned he announced that really the
Salvadoran military bosses are very
‘‘concerned about human rights’’ and
fully deserve Congressional support.
Long proposed a compromise of $30
million more aid on Reagan’s request,
and his subcommittee sped it on its
way to El Salvador. As Long explain-
ed, “‘If we voted against it, it would
look as if we were unresponsive to the
President.”’ (New York Times, April
27, 1983)

Meanwhile to this $30 million stick
they also attached a rotten carrot.
They required that Reagan appoint a
special ambassador to Central Ameri-
ca to seek a ‘‘political solution.”’ Rea-
gan happily obliged and appointed
former Democratic Senator Richard
Stone to the post. The only thing rec-

.ommending Stone was his years as a

paid lobbyist for the genocidal military
regime in Guatemala, and therefore
he will be at home with the other
butchers of the region. Long and co.
applauded his appointment without
batting an eye.

But just as soon as the Congression-
al ‘‘opposition’’ on aid to El Salvador
evaporated into thin air, a new fuss
began over the CIA invasion of Nicara-
gua. Here the Democrats were going
to put their foot down on the flagrantly
illegal covert operations to topple the
Sandinista regime. They put their foot
down all right, and they also put down
$80 million so that now Washington
will be able to funnel even greater as-
sistance to the anti-Sandinista bands,
but indirectly through overt aid to the
Honduran generals.

Continued on page 11
See DEMOCRATS
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Another round of protests
targets U.S./NATO missiles in Western Europe

This spring there has been another
wave of protests in Western Europe
against the preparations for nuclear
war being carried out by the imperial-
ist superpowers and their allies. The
demonstrations were called to oppose
NATO’s plans to deploy a new genera-
tion of nuclear missiles in Western
Europe later this year.

The major demonstrations took
place over the long Easter weekend,
April 1-4. Half a million workers and
young people poured into the streets of
West Germany, Britain, Italy, and the
Netherlands. Other anti-war actions
against NATO were also recently or-
ganized in Greece and Spain.

According to NATO’s plans, the new
cruise and Pershing II missiles are to
be placed in West Germany, Britain,
Italy, the Netherlands and Belgium.
The first missiles are going into Britain
in December. But because of the rising
anti-nuclear movement, the deploy-
ment of these missiles may not go ac-
cording to plan. West European impe-
rialist governments are under intense
pressure from the mass movement.

The major European imperialist
powers have been eager to see the
missiles positioned in NATO. This has
included the open warmongers of Mar-
garet Thatcher’s Conservative Party
and the social-democrats of Mitter-
rand’s Socialist Party in France. Mean-
while, it has especially been Reagan’s
‘‘winnable nuclear war’’ threats which
helped galvanize anger among the
widest sections of the people of Eu-
rope.

Thus, lately the European political
leaders have been pleading with Rea-
gan to tone down his bloodcurdling
rhetoric and appear more ‘‘reasona-
ble’’ in the *‘disarmament’’ talks be-
tween the two superpowers. And when
Reagan recently made some new pro-
posals in the Geneva negotiations, Eu-
ropean government chieftains praised
the proposal as ‘‘even-handed’’ and
‘‘progressive.’’ All this is in reality an
attempt to defuse and undermine the
popular opposition, while the NATO
imperialists proceed with their war
preparations.

As the date of the deployment of the
new missiles draws closer, the actions
of the European masses are expected
to develop further. Activists across
Europe are discussing how to move the
movement forward.

West Germany

The biggest demonstrations on Eas-
ter weekend took place in West Ger-
many. Protesters blockaded American
and West German military bases. As
the weekend went on, local demonstra-
tions developed into huge regional ral-
lies in the big cities.

Confrontations with the authorities
took place at NATO military bases.
Demonstrators concentrated on bases
in the industrial Ruhr and in Bavaria,
where the cruise and Pershing missiles
will be stationed. A total of 75,000 peo-
ple demonstrated at seven American
Army bases.

At the NATO facility in Kelling-
husen, Schleswig-Holstein, 10,000
people formed a human chain around
the base to blockade it. In Neu-Ulm,
Bavaria, demonstrators blockading
the military base were attacked by
police, who used tear gas and attack
dogs against the protesters. In all, 160

A
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demonstrators in Marburg, West Germany denounce the planned deploy-

ment of cruise and Pershing missiles.

demonstrators were arrested.
Over the weekend local demonstra-
tions were held in over 90 cities. From

‘these localities, columns of demonstra-

tors then set out for the larger cities,
where the final, large rallies were
held. The weekend concluded with
eleven major rallies, including ones in
Dortmund, where 120,000 marched
through the streets shouting slogans;
Hamburg, where 80,000 rallied; Frank-
furt, where 70,000 massed; and Co-
logne, where there were 50,000.

Signs and slogans at the demonstra-
tions opposed the arms buildup of both
the Warsaw Pact and NATO, but were
mostly aimed against the U.S. and the
planned deployment of cruise and
Pershing missiles.

The West German demonstrators
were supported by contingents of
2,600 from Switzerland and 8,000 from
France. It was notable that a number
of West German soldiers in uniform
also participated in the demonstra-
tions.

The West German masses are
aroused on the question of nuclear
war preparations. At present there are
several hundred short-range nuclear
weapons deployed in West Germany,
along with a  quarter-million U.S.
troops. NATO’s plans call for 108
Pershing II and 96 cruise missiles to
be stationed in West Germany.

Britain

In Britain the Easter anti-nuclear
demonstrations were concentrated on
the U.S. Air Force base at Greenham
Common, 35 miles west of London.
Greenham Common is the site of the

Anti-Nuclear demnstrators block gate to Greenham Common Alrbae in

first deployment of NATO’s new mis-
siles. Beginning in December, 160
cruise missiles are scheduled to be in-
stalled there.

Over Easter weekend tens of thou-
sands of people converged on the U.S.
military base. Numerous actions were
organized throughout a two-day peri-
od, culminating in a 14-mile human
chain on April 1. On March 31 demon-
strators had blockaded all the gates of
the air base and prevented any entry
and exit by construction personnel
building new silos for the cruise mis-
siles. Military personnel going in and
out of the air base had to be ferried by
helicopter.

While demonstrators were protest-
ing outside Greenham Common on
April 1, some 200 demonstrators
scaled the fence of the air base and
were able to demonstrate briefly in-
side before being taken away by po-
lice. Following the chain the demon-
strators converged for a massive rally.
Approximately 100,000 people parti-
cipated in the chain and nearby dem-
onstrations.

Other mass actions were also organ-
ized in Britain over the weekend. The
largest of these were in Scotland. On
April 2 approximately 20,000 people
marched through the streets of Glas-
gow to protest a planned base for Tri-
dent submarines. Demonstrators held
mass rallies in the city’s main squares.
April 3 saw thousands of demonstra-
tors converge on a nuclear submarine

base 'operated jointly by the U.S. and"’

Royal Navies. Five of the demonstra-
tors were able to get over the fence
and demonstrate inside, before being
arrested.

Britain on April 1. These protestors were part of a 14-mile human chain in-

volving tens of thousands of people.

Italy

On April 2 there was a mass demon-
stration outside the NATO base at
Comiso, Sicily, where NATO plans to
install 112 cruise missiles. Comiso is
scheduled to become NATO’s largest
base — 5,000 NATO officials and their
families are scheduled to move there
next year as the missiles are installed.
But there is fierce opposition to the
missiles from the residents of Comiso
and all of Sicily.

Spain

In Spain, a new wave of the nation-
wide campaign against Spain’s parti-
cipation in NATO began with a demon-
stration of 25,000 on February 27 in
Zaragoza, site of a U.S. military base.
This was followed on March 20 by a
march of 25,000 from Madrid to Torre-
jon, nine miles away. Torrejon is the
site of a U.S. Air Force base. The dem-
onstrators protested the U.S. military
presence in Spain. The anti-NATO ac-
tions were not supported by the Span-
ish Socialist Party which controls the
Spanish government today. The social-
democrats had promised to hold a ref-
erendum on NATO entry but since
they came to power they have been re-
neging on this promise. This has pro-
vided a sharp exposure of the nature of
social-democracy of the SP. ;

Greece

The most recent manifestations of
the European anti-nuclear movement
occurred in Greece. On May 15 tens
of thousands of Greeks demonstrated
against the planned deployment of the
new American-made missiles in Eu-
rope and called for the removal of U.S.
bases from Greece. In Greece, too, the
social-democrats who run the govern-
ment have come in for exposure a-
mong the masses. Before the social-
democrat Papandreo came to power in
the fall of 1981, he pledged to throw
the U.S. bases out. But this has proved
to be an empty promise.

* *® *

The renewed wave of protests across
Western Europe this spring shows that
working people are determined to car-
ry forward the fight against the prep-
arations for nuclear war. For several
years now, the people of Eurepe have
raised their voices against the plans to
deploy more nuclear weapons in their
midst. But the imperialist chieftains
of the U.S. and European powers have
gone right ahead with their murderous
plans. True, there have been many
pacifist postures from many a capital-
ist politician but these have been noth-
ing but empty words thrown out to de-
ceive the masses while the war plans
have gone ahead. Clearly the move-
ment against the war danger cannot
rely on these smooth-talking liars but
must target imperialism as a system
which is the real source of the war
preparations. It must be linked with
the class struggle of the European
workers and oriented towards the so-
cialist revolution against the European
imperialist bourgeoisie and the U.S.-
West European imperialist alliance. [

STAR WARS
Continued from page 2

ordered two atomic bombs dropped on
all-but-defeated Japan right down to
the present. Even the latest war drive
of U.S. imperialism was initiated by
the Democrats. Carter’s Presidential
Directive 59 of July 1980 put forth the
strategy for fighting a protracted
nuclear war; Reagan is only following
in his footsteps when he blabbers
about the ‘‘winnable nuclear war.”’
Carter began the recent series of
record-breaking military budgets;

DEMOCRATS ¥
Continued from page 10

To strengthen the fight against the
Reaganite interventionists, the watch-
word of the activists must be: No illu-
sions about the Democratic Party ‘‘op-
position.”” The exposure of these con-
temptible fakers and accomplices in
crime is essential to safeguard the
movement from the sabotage of the
social-democratic and opportunist
chieftains.

The task at hand is to build the
movement on the shouiders of the
workers, the youth and the progressive
masses. These are the forces on which
a truly powerful, truly determined,
and truly consistent struggle against
U.S. imperialist aggression must be
based. O

Reagan is simply following in his
footsteps when he orders these
budgets to be inflated even further.
And the Democrats in Congress
go merrily along with first Carter and
then Reagan and vote ever more
astronomical funds for nuclear war.

The Democratic ‘‘opposition’’ to
Reagan’s warmongering is nothing but
hot air. Oh yes, the Democrats are for
a slightly different budget. But, for all
that, they are for increasing the mili-
tary budget. They insist that they
share with Reagan the aim of pro-
ducing a U.S. military second to none,
and they counterpose to Reagan’s
spurts of military spending the con-
cept of a smooth, ‘‘sustainable”
increase in militarism that will result
in an even more powerful machine of
mass destruction than what Reagan
proposes. They are for cuts in mili-
tary spending only when they perceive
that it is possible to get ‘‘more bang
for the buck’ and kill more people
at a cheaper cost.

It may be debated which of the two
plans, that of Reagan or that of the
Democratic Party, will give rise to the
stronger military. But there is no room
for doubt that the Democrats aim at
the same goal as the Republicans and
differ only in minor details and espe-
cially in the hypocritical labels they pin
to the same policies. To support the
Democrats is to give up the struggle
against nuclear weapons altogether in
favor of playing with paper labels.

And to support the Democrats is to
give up the struggle against the brutal,
aggressive intervention of the U.S.
around the world. Consider the recent
CIA invasion of Nicaragua, for exam-
ple. The Democrats jump up and down
shouting that they disagree with
Reagan, that they don’t like covert
CIA action, and so forth. But do they
sympathize with Nicaragua and send
them messages of support?

Of course not. When one reads the
full statements of the Democrats, one
finds that they express misgivings
about the CIA invasion of Nicaragua
only because it is ineffectual and
counterproductive. They are willing,
instead, to spend even more money
than Reagan propesed, if it is given to
Honduras. But, at the same time,
the Senate Democrats are willing to
wait and see for a few months, because
if the CIA invasion does succeed, all
their objections will vanish,

The same goes for their stand on
El Salvador. They do not sympathize
with the guerrillas and send messages
of support. On the contrary, their
plans are designed to be better and
more productive ways to defeat the
guerrillas than Reagan’s.

To Fight Nuclear Weapons,
Fight Imperialism

A real fight against Reagan’s
‘‘star wars’’ schemes and war prepa-
rations must go to the root of the

problem.

The plans for a ‘‘winnable nuclear
war’’ and the constant invasions and
interventions by the U.S. armed forces
around the world are no chance mis-
calculation by Reagan, no unfor-
tunate ‘‘excess.’”’” They are conscious
actions designed to achieve very
definite goals: the subjugation and
plunder of El Salvador, Nicaragua,
the Palestinian people, etc.; the
dividing up of spheres of influence
with the Soviet Union and, eventually,
a showdown with the Soviet Union
over world hegemony; the ensuring of
the profits of the multinational cor-
porations, just as the CIA helped
ensure ITT’s position in Chile; and so
forth. Hence the struggle against war
preparations must be a struggle
against this entire system of exploi-
tation and plunder.

Such a struggle must be based on
mobilizing the working class, youth
and progressive people. It is the
capitalists who strive to obtain max-
imum profits through the domination
of other lands and also, incidentally,
through lucrative military contracts.
It is the working people who have a
burning interest in supporting their
class brothers around the world in the
struggle for emancipation. Hence any
real fight against the nuclear schemes
of the Reaganites must be a mass
struggle of the oppressed against their
oppressors, and not a tea party to
enlighten the generals and million-
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TVIay Day Around the World

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. A militant contingent of the Commu-
nist Party of Labor (PCT) marching in the May Day march of 10,000
workers.

isbon, Portugal

¥ Tirana, Albania

aires about their higher interests.

Such a struggle must direct itself
firmly against both the two big parties
of militarism and war. The Democrats
and Republicans are both parties of
the imperialist bourgeoisie. But the
Democrats have a special role to play
in subverting the people’s movements
against reaction, militarism and
Reaganism.

It is the job of the ‘‘left wing’’ of the
Democratic Party to gain influence in
the popular movement throught empty
chatter and politicians’ promises;
and when the Democratic Party gains
influence, it uses it to prevent the
workers, youth and activists from
saying or doing anything that might
irritate the capitalists and militarists
or put a spoke in the rabid plans of the
Pentagon. Instead, the Democrats
advise the people to constructive
suggestions on how to improve the
Pentagon and enlighten the billion-
aires. Hence the struggle against
militarism must expose the imperial-
ist politicians and organize the masses
to be independent of the imperialist
parties.

The struggle against nuclear
weapons must, in short, be based on
the struggle against imperialism.
This will ensure that it strikes real
blows against militarism and imperial-
ism. This will ensure that it serves as a

lever for the socialist revolution that
is the only way to put a stop to U.S.
imperialism and the Pentagon war-
mongers once and for all.

Down with Reagan’s plans for a
“‘winnable nuclear war"'!

Down with the Democrats and
Republicans, parties of nuclear
weapons and imperialism/!

Build the mass struggle of the
oppressed!

To fight nuclear weapons, fight
imperialism! O

MARXIST-LENINIST
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS

B NEW YORK: 256 W. 15th Street,
New York, NY 10011
tel. 675-6315

B CHICAGO: New location to
be announced soon.

W SEATTLE: 44212 Rainier Ave.S.
Seattle, WA 98118, tel. 723-8409

B OAKLAND: 3232 Grove Street,
Oakland, CA 94609, tel. 653-4840
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May Day is International Working
Class Day. This is the day when work-
ers across the globe stand up and de-
clare their determination to fight capi-
talist tyranny. It is the day when work-
ers everywhere proclaim that their
dream of building a socialist society, a
society without exploitation, lives on.
It is the day when the call issued by
Karl Marx echoes from one end of the
globe to the other — Workers of all
countries, unite!

May Day Around the World

On May Day 1983, millions of work-
ers again took to the streets on every
continent, from Tokyo to Lagos to
Mexico City. ‘

In country after country, the workers
denounced the austerity measures of
the capitalist governments through
which the burden of the depression is
imposed on the shoulders of the work-
ing people. In Spain, hundreds of
thousands protested against unem-
ployment. In Japan over a million and
a half raised their voices against the
austerity measures of the ‘‘adminis-
trative reform.’”’ In Latin America, in
one country after another, the workers
stood up against the high unemploy-
ment, skyrocketing inflation and the
ruthless dictates of the imperialist In-
ternational Monetary Fund. The work-
ers also raised aloft the banner of
struggle against nuclear war prepara-
tions, particularly in Europe, Japan
and Canada.

In many countries where the toilers
suffer under cruel fascist tyrannies,
the workers used their May Day cele-
brations to militantly fight for freedom
from dictatorial rule. In Chile, fierce
clashes took place against the guardi-

THE WORKERS’ ADVOCATE  MAY 25, 1983

MAY DAY - 1983

ans of Pinochet’s brutal regime. In
Uruguay, thousands marched on May
Day for the first time since the gener-
als seized power a decade ago.

In many countries where the class
struggle of the toilers has assumed
especially violent forms, May Day was
marked by the roaring guns of the lib-
eration fighters. In El Salvador, the
armed forces of the workers and peas-
ants opened up powerful assaults
against the U.S.-backed ‘‘death
squad’’ regime; a town not far from
the capital city was liberated by the in-
surgents.

And in socialist Albania, the only
genuine socialist country in the world
today, the working people took to the
streets to celebrate the victories of
socialism and proclaim solidarity with
the international working class.

May Day Celebrations in the U.S.

The tradition of celebrating May
Day originated in the U.S. with the
historic battle for the eight-hour day
almost a century ago. It was to com-
memorate this struggle that May 1st
was proclaimed as International Work-
ers’ Day by the international workers’
movement. But for decades the tradi-
tion of May Day has been the target of
a ruthless onslaught from the labor
bureaucrats and their capitalist mas-
ters. Despite this, the tradition has
lived on, marked by the revolutionary
workers. This year too, May Day was
celebrated militantly by the Marxist-
Leninists and class conscious workers.

This year the Marxist-Leninist Party
again organized the May Day cam-
paign as a weapon in the fight against
the Reaganite capitalist offensive. A
special issue of The Workers' Advo-

cate was published for the campaign.
This gave the call to celebrate May
Day under the slogans: All Out A-
gainst Reagan! Organize the Class
Struggle! It called for a vigorous fight
against Reagan’s policies of unem-
ployment and starvation, imperialist
aggression and nuclear warmonger-
ing, and racist segregationism. It ex-
plained that this fight must be waged
on the basis of the struggle of class a-
gainst class, for the policies of Reagan
are the bipartisan policies of the entire
capitalist class. It exposed the utterly
fraudulent nature of the ‘‘alterna-
tives’’ offered by the Democratic Par-
ty. The MLP explained that an effec-
tive fight against Reaganism requires
building the independent political
movement of the working class.

This year, the MLP stressed two
particular burning issues in the fight a-
gainst Reagan — the fight against un-
employment and the struggle against
U.S. aggression in El Salvador and
Nicaragua. Furthermore, since May
Day 1983 came in the year when the
hundredth anniversary of the death of
Karl Marx is being commemorated,
the MLP's May Day campaign also
stressed the ever-fresh lessons of
Marxism for the contemporary strug-
gle of the working class.

In the weeks leading up to May 1st,
the militants of the MLP took the
message of May Day widely among the
workers and oppressed people. Almost
50,000 copies of The Workers' Advo-
cate were distributed in the factories,
in unemployment and food distribution
lines, in demonstrations and picket
lines. Countless discussions were

carried out with workers. Thousands of
revolutionary posters were put up.
Everywhere the Party comrades

went they found that the theme of or-
ganizing the class struggle against
Reagan struck a deep chord among the
masses. Everywhere the masses
cursed Reagan and his reactionary pol-
icies up and down. They joined in de-
nouncing the Democratic Party politi-
cians as well. The workers, the unem-
ployed and the young people eagerly
received the calls to organize mass
actions against Reagan and the capi-
talist exploiters. Indeed, in many
places, the masses wanted to know,
why aren’t there more demonstrations
and protests organized against Rea-
gan? This reveals something of the
broad ferment which is simmering
among the working masses.

This mood of the masses was also
reflected in the reception given to the
Party’s May Day demonstrations in
many places. This year the MLP or-
ganized marches in Chicago, Detroit,
Buffalo and New York City. As the
demonstrations made their way
through working class neighborhoods,
immigrant districts, the black com-
munities, they were warmly greeted.
In a number of places, people joined
in. The pictures printed on this page
show the enthusiasm with which the
May Day actions were greeted.

The Party also organized rallies in
Buffalo, New York City, Seattle and
Oakland. At these meetings, speeches
were delivered on various themes of
the May Day campaign. This issue of
The Workers' Advocate publishes a
speech from the Buffalo meeting on
the fight against unemployment (see
front page). In the next issue, we plan
to print other speeches, including on
the life and work of Karl Marx. The
speeches at the May Day meetings pro-
vided a focus for discussions on how to

organize the movement of the working
class. The celebrations were capped
off with the singing of many revolution-
ary songs, from the revolutionary work-
ing class movement of the U.S. as well
as other countries. A number of new
songs were sung, two of which are
printed elsewhere in this paper.

The singing of songs of the interna-
tional workers’ movement, and this
year’s May Day theme of solidarity
with the revolution in Central America,
along with the Marx centenary cam-
paign — all gave 4 marked interna-
tionalist character to the May Day
gatherings and actions. The celebra-
tions organized by the revolutionary
workers of the U.S. strongly con-
demned our ‘“‘own’’ imperialist ruling
class for its crimes in Central America.
We rejoiced in the victories of the lib-
eration fighters. As well, at the New
York rally, solidarity messages were
delivered on behalf of the Information
Office of the Communist Party of
Labor of the Dominican Republic and
the Caribbean Progressive Study
Group. Revolutionaries from a number
of other lands also took part in the May
Day events.

Picture display of the May Day cele-
brations organized by the MLP across
the country. Militant marches were
organized in Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo
and New York City. The Party’s call for
struggle against the Reaganite offen-
sive struck a strong chord among the
working masses. The MLP also organ-
ized meetings in various cities, with
programs including speeches, songs,
etc.

May Day 1983 was thus yet another
step in the building of the independent
movement of the American working
class.

Hail May Ist, International Work-
ers' Day!

All out against Reagan!

Organize the class struggle!

Fight unemployment, wage cuts and
takebacks!

U.S. imperialism, get out of El Sal-
vadorf

No to the CIA invasion of Nicaragua!

Fight back against racism, segrega-
tion and KKK and police terror!

To hell with the Democrats and
Republicans — parties of unemploy-
ment, nuclear weapons and racism!

Build the independent movement of
the working class!

Commemorate the centenary of Karl
Marx!

Socialist revolution is the way out of
this capitalist hell!

Down with Soviet and Chinese re-
visionism, enemies of Marxism-Lenin-
ism and socialism!

Workers of all countries, unite!

Uphold the banner of Marx! O

1. New York City, April 30
2, 3, 4. Detroit, April 23
5. Chicago, April 23

6. Oakland, May 1

7. Seattle, April 30

8. Buffalo, April 30

9. New York City, April 30
10. Bufialo, April 29

-
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