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LONG LIVE THE HEROIC STRUGGlE OF THE AlAllAN PEOPLE
AGAINST THE.RACIST SOUTH AFRICAN REGIMEI

This sununer a powerful national uprising of
the Azanian people erupted against the racist and
fascist apartheid regiJne of South Africa and for
national liberation. The flames of this heroic
struggle are continuing to burn at present, despite all the attempts of the U. S. imperialistbacked Vorster regime to stamp them out.
This rebellion is causing deep anxiety among the
ruling circles of U. S. iJnperialism, which uses
the racist regime of. South Africa as an iJnportant
base in its drive for world domination.
On June 16th, the Azanian people's uprising
broke out when the racist pOlice savagely attacked
a demonstration of Black high school students in
Soweto, a Black working-class suburb of Johannesburg, killing and wounding a large number of
demonstrators. The June 16th demonstration
was organized to protest the forced use of Afrikaans (a hated language of the white ruling minority) in the schools, one of countless protest
actions by the Azanian masses against the apartheid policies of the white minority regiJne. Enraged at this barbarous suppression, the Azanian
youth responded by launching a heroic rebellion.
From this battle the struggle quickly became a
n ationwide confrontation of the 20 million Black
and "Colored" people, that is, the Azanian people, against the racist minority regiJne. For five
months the Azanian people have engaged the racist regime in fierce battles from one end of the
country to another. The masses in their millions
are not simply protesting some policy or demanding some concessions; they have raised the
militant, revolutionary banner of overthrowing
the racist regime, of struggling for national liberation, for the seizure of political power by the
African majority.
Brave Azanian youth and workers have held
countless huge mass demonstrations and marches in every part of the country and fought the
heavily armed police with stones and clubs. They
have stormed and fire- bombed police stations,
government offices and other buildings of the
racist authorities. Using meager weapons they
have wiped out large numbers of w?ite racist offic i als and police and also their spies, depriving
the authorities of their information network.
Massive strikes by the workers declaring all-out
struggle against the racist regime have paralyzed the big industrial center of Johannesburg
and other cities. The racist authorities have
been powerless to prevent the daring masses
from taking their demonstrations right into the
heart of the downtown areas of the racists' cities, or from attacking and burning the homes of
notorious racist officials, striking terror into
the hearts of the oppressors.
The present uprising is notable for its persistence and determination and for its great daring and heroism. The South African racist regiJne, long claimed by the international bourgeOisie to be an "impregnable bastion" of racist
rule, is shaking to its foundations at the hands
of the real power of the country - - the long suppressed Azanian people.

The South African regime of Vorster and company, making a last-ditch effort to save its skin,
has massacred thousands of Azanians with automatic weapons and has imprisoned many more
thousands. But the youth and other revolutionary
masses, aroused to even greater fury, fight on
undaunted. The extreme determination and courage of the masses, their powerful uprising,
has clearly spelled out that the minority apartheid regiJne will be destroyed at the hands of
the African people in the not too distant future.
But like all reactionary things, the racist regiJne will not give up, it will not lie down and
surrender; it will be overthrown and burned to
ashes in the flames of the protracted people's
war which the Azanian people, under the leadership of the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania.
are preparing to launch.
The recent events in Azania are the inevitable
outcome of imperialist colonization of southern
Africa and the African people's resistance
against it. Azania was colonized between the
17th and 20th centuries by the Dutch and British
colonialists, who tried to wipe out the African
population and conquer southern Africa as a
stepping- stone to the whole continent. They were
met by the fierce resistance of the African people from the very earliest days of colonial invasion.
Following World War II, U. S. iJnperialism
became the main imperialist power plundering
the world (until the degeneration of the Soviet
Union into an imperialist power). U. S. imperialism eventually replaced weakened British imperialism as the main foreign power perpetuating the racist South African regime. But the
Azanian people never gave up their struggle. By
1959, a new, revolutionary organization, the
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania. had
emerged. In 1960, led by the Azanian people' s
national leader Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe, the
PAC led thousands of Azanian masses in ma s sive defiance of the fascist pass-laws. At
Sharpeville and elsewhere the racist regime
bloodily suppressed the masses, arousing their
militant resistance and the condemnation of the
progressive people of the world. From that day /
on, under the leadership of the PAC, the Azanian people have abandoned illusions of 1l reform_
ing" the racist regiJne and are consciously fighting for its complete overthrow and replacement
with the rule of the African majority, for national liberation from the colonialist settler-regime. They have thrown aside the treacherous
policy of non-violence counseled by the imperialists and revisionists and have taken up the eSsential weapon of revolutionary violence. They
have proudly and massively declared that their
country must be known by its African name,
AZANlA, not by 'the name given it by the colonialists. They have made numerous preparations
to launch a revolutionary people's war. Hundreds of PAC cadres have laid down their lives
and thousands have filled the prisons in these
heroic efforts which have paved the way for the
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Comrade Enver Hoxha,
First Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party of Labour of Albania

liThe world is at a stage when the
cause of the revolution and national
liberation of the peoples is not just
an aspiration and a future prospect,
but a problem taken up for solution. II
- - Comrade Enver Hoxha,
speech at the 7th
Congress of the PLA

'!'he people of Azania are defying the armed might of the fascist and racist Vorster regime.
pr~ent uprising and the launching of people's
waa.
Supporting and assisting the Azanian people1s
stl'\1gg1e are the struggles of the other peoples
of louthern Africa. Last year the U. S. - backed
poetuguese colonial empire collapsed at the
ha.Dcls of the people of Angola, Mozambique and
Guinea (Bissau). The armed struggle of the
Z~babwe people led by the Zimbabwe African
National Union (ZANU) has the U. S. -backed
radst Rhodesian regime on the run. The armed
struggle of the Namibian people led by the South
W_t African People's Organization (SWAPO) is
shalcing South Africa's colonial control over
Nainibia. The Soviet- Cuban neo- colonial regime
in I-ngola, which has made a deal with South Afri~ to deny bases to SWAPO, has been thrown
in~ a tough predicament as the guerrillas of the
N onal Union for the Total Independence of
.t>nJola (UNITA) steadily wipe out the Cuban pupe troops. Thus the South African Vorster ree, together with its master U. S. imperial, finds itself increasingly threatened from
sides while the Azanian people's struggle is
pting like a volcano under its feet. The racs re~ime in Pretoria is the main remaining
~a tion of outright white colonial rule in Africa
~d is. one of U. S. imperialism's main bases in
Africa. The liberation of Azania Will greatly
hasten t e complete liberation of Africa.

The uprising of the Azanian people is also of
great world importance. The South African racist regime is a prominent symbol and fortress
of continued colonialist-imperialist domination
of Africa. U. S. imperialism's domination of
Azania. where it has $2 billion invested, provides it with a lucrative field for the super-exploitation of black labor and the plunder of such
valuable natural resources as gold, diamonds
and metals crucial for producing missiles and
weaponry. Furthermore, southern Africa is of
great strategic importance to U. S. imperialism
in its rivalry for world domination with Soviet
social-imperialism. As the contention between
the two superpowers leads toward a world war,
each is preparing for war by' seizing or consolidating territory for itself. Azania, commanding
Continued on page 10
NATIONAL SPEAKING TOUR:
Comrade T, Bidi of the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania
Dec. 1--10
Contact local branch of the
COUSML for further information

As Winter Approaches

Oil Monopolies Hold People for Ransom
,

The so-called "energy crisis" has entered its
third year. As winter approaches, the oil monopolies are once again holding the masses to
ransom with threats of "shortages" of natural
gas and fuel oil to heat their homes. The cost of
electricity will probably continue to soar upwards of an annual rate of 25% and the price of
natural gas will even surpass that of an expected
30% rate of increase. Meanwhile, the oil monopolies are harvesting unprecedentedly huge profits at the expense of the people, and the energy
industry is rapidly being developed to press forward U. S. imperialism1 s strategic preparations
for world war.
The energy industry is economically the mo st
powerful industry in the U. S. economy. A hClldful of oil monopolies control the entire energy
sphere. The "major" oil corporations (Exxon,
TeXaco, Gulf, Mobil, Standard Oil of California, Standard Oil of Indiana, etc.) dominate the
oil and natural gas industries and a major portion of the coal, uranium and nuclear power industries (all the fuels for the generation of electricity). As the entire society can only operate
with a steady supply of fuel and electricity, the
oil monopoly capitalists are in a position to dictate to the society what energy is to be supplied
and at what price. Not only are the working
masses forced to pay, but other industries such
as in transport, finished goods, agriculture,
etc., are also forced to the wall.
The oil monopolies started their offensive of
price hikes in 1973, using as a pretext the
"energy crisis" allegedly brought about by the
Arab oil embargo and the just price increases
of the 0 rganization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries. Despite a big surplus of crude oil
and petroleum products in the hands of the U. S.
monopolies, the price of gasoline at the pump
increased by 45% from an average of 38f a gallon in mid-1973 to 55 ¢ a gallon in mid-1974.
Average residential electric bills increased by
over 30% in the same period. (A glance at who
received the revenues from these electricity
price increases clearly shows that it is the monopoly capitalists and not the wages of the workers that cause high prices. From 1973 to 1975,
electricity prices went up Over 55%. In the same
period wages and salaries of the utility employees increased by only 20%. However, the interest charges paid out by the major utilities to
the big banks and financial houses which control
them increased by over 50%. The interest alone
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paid out to the financiers was $5 billion.
1975, over 12% of total sales, while wages and
salaries were under 100/0 of sales. Most of the
rest of the revenues from the price increases
went to the oil and coal billionaires for increased
fuel prices. See accompanying chart on p. 7. )
This drastic rise in the price of energy pushed
up the cost of commodities throughout the whole
economy, driving up the cost of living and impoverishing the masses. Thus restricting the
basic market for commodities, the fuel price
increases acted as a catalyst for the severe
overproduction crisis in indUstry which broke
out in the fall of 1973 and continues today without let up. The demand for energy dropped off
as a result of the crisis, with a 2% decline in
the total domestic demand for petroleum products from the first half of 1973 to the first half
of 1976. However, because of the dominant position of the energy industry in the economy,
prices of energy continue to rise more rapidly
than in any other major sector.
As winter approaches, the oil capitalists are
holding the masses to ransom. They threaten
that if the people do not pay extortionate prices,
they will refuse to supply the fuel, shortages
will break out and the masses will have no heat
for their homes, gasoline or electricity.
The oil monopoly capitalists are using the big
lie technique to make people believe the nonContinued on page 7
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