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e Gron o oati & RATEGY AND TACTICE . L .. -7

" "Genuine Marxist-Leniniste in the U.S. all arree that the building of a genuine . ..
communist party ‘is the central task of the present period,: What remains to be clearly"
formulated 1s a definite plan to ruide these organizations and individuals in fulfilling
this central task., It is towards this end that our efforts, and the efforts of all
communists, must be directed. Ve must determine the stratery and tactics. of building
the party. LRl S e o I . A )

©Stalin said that the “stratery and tactics of Leninism constitute the science of .
leadership in the revolutiobnary struggle of the proletariat? He goes on-to say thats,

‘ Stratery is the determination of the main blow of the

proletariat at a.given stage of the revolution, the

elaboration of a corresponding plan for the disposition
o apibarss, of the revolutionary forces (main and secondary reserves), :

Eames the firht to carry out this plan throughout the given BARG Sawn £
o _ stare of the revolution. (Foundations of Leninism; Peking, p84) "~ 7u=
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The proletariat must have a revolutionary.communist party to formulate its overall. .
“stratepy. At the stage of the struggle when the proletariat has no revolutionary party
to lead it, the strategy for proletariat revolution must become the strategy tq build.
that party. Walagbed I . ;oo ¥ R T

N What, then, is our strategzy? In order to build the party and formulate the. prog-
ranmte, we must gain hegemony over the bourgeois ideologies-of opportunism, revisionism
and reformism; they must be exposed to, and isolated from, the working class. The . ; _
main blow, then, must be directed principally at revisionism (the revision of the
philosophical, economic and political foundations of revolutionary larxism and sub-_
stitution of bourreois theories of reconciliation of class contradictions and of class
collaboration) and at opportunism (the sacrificing of the long-term and vital interests
of the proletariat to its momentary, passins, secondary interests) and reformism (the.
restriction of the ailms and activities of the working class to the winning of reforms).
The main agents of revisionism, opportunism and reformism within the working class,
the main social props of the bourgeoisie, are the CPUSA and the trade union bureaucrats;
othéxslwith less influence are the CLP, RCP, OL'and Trotskyites. All serve the bourg-
eoisfé, in the final analysis, by directins the genuine revolutionary aspirations of
working people into reformism and preventing revolution. - We nust carry out the two-,
line struggle, primarily against the rirht opportunism errors plaguing the movement. .
This reqires the following forces: conscious Marxist-Leninist forces uniting“with'w;
those advariced wWorkers who, in this immediate period, have been won.over to communism,
as the main reserve. These will form the initial cadre of: the party or will quickly .
be drawn imto work with the party, and will be essential in winning over and doing.
further work among the advanced and intermediate workers from among the most oppressed
and exploited workers primarily in large-scale industry, particularly members of nat-
ional minorities and oppressed nations within the U,S., who comprise the secondary
reserves. g itE ! it R T . (i . Lo

In carrying out our strategy, ‘we must have a-tactical line which will guide our
specific work. Stalin sald of tacties: ey y
Tactics are the determination of the line of conduct of

the proletariat in the comparatively short period of the
flow or ebb of the movement, of the rise or decline of the




revolution, the firht to carry out the line by means
of replacing old forms of struggle and organization
by new ones, ola slogans by new ones, by combining
these forms, etc...(ibid, p 86)

el a ! Tactical leadership is a part of strategic leadership,
subordinated to the tasks and the requirements of the
latter. The task of tactical lzadership is to master
all forms of struggle and organization of the proletariat
and to ensure that they are used properly so as to achieve
with the ziven relation of forces, the maximum results
necessary to prepare for strategic Succeﬁs.' (ibid, P 93)

What, then, is our tactical line? It must be a line uhat carries forth our strategic
line, it must direct struszgle against’ the‘rev131pu1&t and opportunist forces, and,
in so doing,"lay the foundation for the new party. It must be a line; of ideological
strugple. The principal aspect bf this lipe is+ neorptical development; . specifically,_
the formulation“of olur politiecal line.- This 4131 take plaCe in the: course pf struggle
arainst revisionism and opportunism,in (1) internal: study and political, preparatlon L
for the' development of a: party programme,’ and‘(E) Joint uheoretical work with othexh"_
communist organizations, including comradely polemics. i 1
Our theoretical tasks must determine the-character of: our. practical. tasks.w-Of
course, when ‘we talk about theory:ahd: practice we mean gmmunlst—theory;and communist -
practice. Purthex, we underSuapd that theory and practice are united as opposites: '
without theory, our revolu 1of Y practice is Without dlrectlon, ahd ‘theory, without
practice and experience, is m_"pinhless " e also know that ‘oné aspect must be prin-
cipal and determineq the charactbr of the strupple Preséntly; the Principal and de-
cisive aspect is tbeory. Nﬁﬁia thecrv is the' principal aqpect of’ our tactical line,
it must take shape in p“actiéai revolutldnarj activityl 'In thls sense, our practical
activ1ty must be developed-so that 34 ° cor*espondb with 'and serves our theoretical task.
"Oup practical tasks must emphasize taking communisn to the proletariat, winning
6ver the advanced workers to communism, basing ourselvec -in the most oppressed and . .
exploited sectioviis of ‘the prolétariat. : What does- thls mean in. te;ms ;of Speclfic pmact-
lcal work? First, we must conduct propﬂgand" and apttaulon on a repular basis . Com=.
munist propagandg direct ed~apa1n 1 "the ‘opportunists and IBViSlOH&StSrls essentlal for
carrying otit 1the ‘céirtral task.' Living propaganda (ebuay Zroups, speecﬁes, forums) .
and written propagsénda (préss, pamphlets; rlea” lgtﬂ\ should be used..-The wOrkers'Eress
(all the communist press ) should:-have as ¥ts -nmain;purpass. winningthe advanced elem~ .
entd to the idéas ol communlmm and 'the need, to build; Lqummpnxbt pgrty. T, must eon="
form to the Leninisti models of the communist: Press FlV ng ,emphasis-to 4dVan01ng cqmmun—
4st ideas and explaining them in short;- theoretical . arﬁlcles or.-in the analysis of ,
importan£ events and strumeles from-anci ear eomﬂunlst -standpoint. .Its. content should
include: explaining the' couses df capitailst:crises;+thesthreat of;a third world war, .
thetsplit in the working .class; the national gquesiion, the- oppression of. women, . etc, -
ahd 1inking these analysss with the need for g communist party.. .. .
- ' Second, we should. pariitipate in- mass, vork, keeping.in mind  the- need to emphasize
taking communism to the' preletariat; delﬂF onrselves in the most oppresseﬂ and EXr
ploited sectibns, ‘and’ winning cvel the advanced.to- communigm. This mass wqu miust.-,
center ‘around ' a determinedcstruggle to rid the work1n;rcias5 of-all. forms ef bourgeo;s
ideolopy, 4in particular, exposins thersocial props of- the. bourge0i51e ana pr9¥1d1ngr e
communist leadership within the spontaneous working class: movement. Joini‘pnactical
work with other: organizations is:essential:' The: party is baaed in largerscale, basic .
industry, and ‘it is here that wel must begin to build, what will be: fhe, basis of..the
'party ~- factory nuclei.. The formation of factory nuclei- withe cadre of different org-
anizatlons would arcatly f501litate communltt praCuice and- the buildlng of a communist
partE o 4 $2 :
The strategy and tactics odtllued above corre%pona to the period when the prol-
etariat has nﬂ'reVGiutionary party. After the party, is formedy the main task becoiies
one of enlisting the advanced workers into the party,.winning.-the Vanguard, of .the .prol-
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etariat to the .party. Following that, the main +ash Lécomes one of winninp the broad
masses of workers to the side of the vannnard

SUMMARY

STRATEGY: -formation of the party .- - R
MAIN BLOW: revisionism, opportunism and reformism

b MAIN RESERVE: harxist Leninist forces uniting with those advanced workers who
haye been won over to communism ;

.SECONDARY RESERVE- advanced and intermediate workers from larFe scale industry,
particularly of national minorities and oppressed nations with-
wofdantrna. has 4 Ansthe LS, - : S

T

TACTICSg. 1ine of ideologioal struggle against rev1szonism, opportunism and reformism

" THEORETTCAL TASKS: formulauion of polit cel line

. internal Study and’ prepé_atlon for development of programme
,joint theoretlcal work with. oommunist organizations o

PRACTICAL TASKS: conmunist propapanda, aritation, mass. work e :

.taking oommunism to the—proletariat

~AHnning the advanoed workers to‘communism i

Hewe o ,basin? ourselves ‘in theé' mbst oppressed and. ex@loited sections
g ioels 3 ..of the proletariat, -primarily unskilled and semi-skilled

- I = Ve ;r,Joint practical work. with .communist organizations

i ' TR Y R S testlng, summ&rizing, consolidatineipolitical line |
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. PROPOSAL FOR FORUMS: -

; The central task ‘of ¢arxis$ﬂLenin*s$s in thls present period is to build a new
vansuard communist party. - This task must be .the focus of all our work. .Since communist
forums are ‘arie aspect of jour work,. they.too must serve the central tagk. ~ Specifically,
forums -must be “used to help formslate - political line and,develop unity on the major
questions--by: providing an opportunity for orpanizations to. pnesent their positions on
various questions, to allow for open, comradely polemics, to encourage questions and
clarify misunderstandings. Forums should be used t¢ show the "strength and discipline
of Marxism-Leninism in contrast to revisionism and other bourgeols ideologies.

Over the past years, forums have been held by a number of communist organizations.
The-dnitiative and 'effort is commendsble. ; It is a step in the direction of building
the -paxtty. Ve think, however, that in the main, .the structure and nature of many of
the forums have-not -sufficiently. served the oentra1 task. .. They have not sucgseded in

~building menudne and lasting unity.: They have not ;sufficiently clarified. political
- questions. - -And they have not allowed for comradely criticism and honest.. questioning.
Ouxr: purpose here is to offer some:!ideas on how forums can be imPTOVEd to help build
increased unity -of Mafxist-Leninlsts, to more . effectlvely win over advanced elements,
and  push forward the-task of building the: vanguard pertyu it

First we Proposé ‘that -each- férum e centered around a singie progremmatic question
(e.g. party-building, natiendl, cimternation .situation, ;woman, ‘trade union) with sev-.
eral communist organizations participating. This would allow for a number of _groups,
to present their positions and give all organizations a chance to conduct dpen, com-
radely polemics around the important issues facing the communist movement. As Lenin said:

...it is absorufdly essential that the question of the programme
be introduced into the polemic. The polemic will be of benefit

-3=-



only if it makes clear in what the differences aétually cousist,

how profound they are, whether they are diftevences of substance

or differences on partial questions, whether or not these differences
interfere with common work in the ranks of one and the same party.
Only the introduction of the programme question into the polemie,
only a definite statement by the two polemicising parties on their
programmatic views, can provide an answer-to all these questiens.,..

- (Collected "orks, Vol 4, p 231)

The forum would be open to any harxistMLeninist orvanizatlon that wishes to paxrt-
1eipate and unites with certain basic principles of unity which would guide the forums.
Hepreeentatives of various oreanizatlone interested in participating would decide
these principles of unity, draw lines of demarcation, sugpest topics for discussion,
and settle all other organizational matters concerning the forums.

- . Preparations for the forum would include the distribution, by each organlzation,
of a bibliography including’ references to publlshed statements on the' particular ques~
tions to be discussed. Comrades attéhdimg!the forum would then have had time to read
material beforehand. In addition, it is sugfested that each organization make avail-
able at the forum a reprint of their speech in bpanish and English.

The forum itself would include relatively short statements (15 20 minutes) by each
participant on the particular question. " At the conclusion of the speeches, an inter-
mission would be held, during which time written questions would be submitted from
the audience to the speakers. . The panel would screen the qliestions for duplications

.and be certain they were related to the, topic, and assign them to the appropriate
speakers. After the break, these questions would be addressed; the questioner would
have the opportunity. to speak after the quésticn is answered.- An open question period
would be reserved at the end to cover questions not discussed or to clarify others.

Concerning questions of security, forum procedures and other organizational ques-
tions, participating organizations would decide. We wish to stress the problem of sec-
urity in light of past forums and the bourgeoisie's desire to smash the communist move-

ment.,

It is our hope that communists who agree that building the party is our central
task will also agree that the plan for conducting forums will facilitate this task.
Much .of. the current polemics. amongst communist orzanizations do not serve our central
task of uniting Narxist-Leninists into the rarty. In many instances tactical diff-

-erences appear to be the main focus rather than queetionc of principle The unity of

" communists around the development of forums swould provide an opportunity for prin-
ciples ideological strugele, clarify. differences that may exist, and facilitate the
development of unity around political line. This will lay the.basxe for ‘the formulation
of a party propramme Organizations interested in partlelpatlng shduld contact us e

'Who Ve Are =

workexs Jfress 1is yritten and published by the Marxist Eenlnist Oollective, We ‘are
a communist organization based on “arxism-Leninism, the science of the revolutionary
class struggle of the proletariat apainst the bourgeoisie. We are part of the inter-
natlonal struggle of. the working. class to end exploltation and oppression by overthrow-
ing eapitalism_and eetablishing socialism, We aim to bring communist ideas and analyses
to the working class. Ve strive to broadep the outlook of our fellow workers and to
arm workers with proletarian ‘class coneciousness s0 that together we can lead the
" strugele against all forms of oppression and exploitation by imperialism. To do this
the proletariat must. orﬁanize a communist pertyb_eapable of leading the struggle‘for
the overthrow of capitallsm and.establisbment ‘of. a socialist sqciety Correspondence,
:;e,critncisms, articlee should be sent to: | " Workers' Press
_ PO Box 24116
s X5 S : - I Bayview Station
LE T LI L 7 ¢ San Francisco, Ca.
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