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- CIVIL WAR IN: LEBANON
‘The Civil War in Lebanon has been raging since Aprily 1975.. This small
Middle Eastern-nation of a little more than'3 million people has suffered
tremendously from the war -- over 30,000 deaths, moré ‘than 100,000 wounded' -
and: injured, iand vast destruction of homes, commercial buildings, farms and

factories. Despite numerous ceasefires and outside efforts to stop the fight-
ing, the war goes on,

Several points have to be made concerning the nature cof this war: !
(1) the fighting is class warfare between the Lebanese bourgeoisie represented
by the fascist Christian Phalangists (agents of USNA imperialism) and the Leb-
anese anti-imperialist united front'which includes the Palestinian resistance;
(2) the points of contention in the war are the ending of sectarianism, dem-
ocratic and cconomic rights for the Lebanesc masses, the status of the Pal-
estinian armed résistance in Lebanon, .and the role that Lébanon is to play in
the anti-imperinlist, anti-“ionist struggles of ‘the Middle East; (3) the two
superpowers, the USNA and the USSR, need and are pushing for continued influence
over Middle Eastern affairs; the Syrian intervention must be seen as a tool
of USNA imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism to insure such influence;
(4) one of the major aims of the Lebanese bourgeoisie and now the Syrians is
to weaken the Palcstinian liberation Wovement ‘in’ Lebanon, both ‘politically
and militarily. IS - ' j

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS :

By the carly part of 1976, the anti-imperialist forces had been'able to
turm a primarily dc¢fensive struggle into an offensive one, taking control of
nearly 80% of Lebancn. As this trend developed, the ‘Syrian-controlled Pales-
tinian Liberation Army (PLA) stepped in to force a 'peace' upon Lebanon. The
Syfians supposedly were coming to ‘the.'rescue'. Dut to whose rescue? The
tanti-imperialist forces saw irmediately the new danger and worked hard to
edueate the Lebancse masses on the dangers of imperialism masked by a Syrian
face. It soon became evident to all whe Syria was rescuing. Objectively, the
intervention cameé to the rescue of the Phalangists and their bourgeois and
imperialist masters. It stopned the offenmsive of the anti-imperialist forces
and gave time to the fascists. Concrete actions by the Syrians and Syrian-
backed ‘forces such as attacks on progrcssive ncwspapers, the attempt to blockade
arms to the anti-imperialist forces while allowing the P alangists to re-arm’
atwill, and in recent nonths outright attacks on progréssiﬁé Lcbanase and
Palestinian forcés, .all show the true colors of the Syrian intervention. As
well, the Syrian mediation ‘cfforts' have been aimed at minimizing political’
reforms and limiting the Palestininn armed prescnce in Lebanon. Their plan is
enthusiastically supported by the Lebancse bourpgecisie, while:tho Anti-imper-

ialist forces see it as a total sell-cut of their program.
_ G TV : g 243 What's ‘Inside
The noture of the 'Syrian imtervention must be P e
studied by analyzing the roles of the superpowers. 'overpopulation'
Both the USNA and USSR have supported the Syrian Childcare Services
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intervention, materially and politically. They




'récognlzo the dangers that a2 victorious Lebanese revolutionary force would
present. Such a victory would give the FPalestinians a stable 'base arca'

in their anti-Zionist struggle. The superpowers fear that their Palestinion
'mini-state' plan would be sabotaged once the Palestinian movement had this
stable base area and reliable ally. Along with this, a morc radical, indep-
endent Lebanese regime would surely disrupt the 'ne war, no peace' strategy
favored by both superpowers in thclr Middle East meddling.

Working people must denounce.thc intervention uf~5yria into Lebanon
and condemn and expose all supcrpower interference. The civil war in Lebanon
involves''the ‘just revolutionary struggle of the Lebancse masses for dcmocracy
and freedom. ! It also 'is a refldction-of the anti-Zignist, antl-inperlalist
strugginrbf the'' Palestinian people to regain their, hemeland.  These tqo
strugOICS afe 'united anddmust -be: suppertcd by all workinU 1eoplu in the USNA
and hjépldwidey K U E TR X0 Y-
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O\/E RPOPULAT/O/\/ i gt
 BOURGEQIS PF\’OPAGANDA

=4 “We mast have population contrul at hone...by conpulsion
1f|v*1untary netheods fail.  We must use our political :
power’ tel push other countries intp, DPrograms whlph ppmblng
‘fagricultural!deyvelopdent and population control.
: il 4 al ek sy €t e o
. el A P S v--Dr P1u1 Ehr11ch, Population Bumb
' | fes '.! I I ! i .
Try to explnin thls to.an Incian maxher whnse child dlbd of . starvation
the day a dairy company in Los Angeles dumped 20,000 gallons of mllk down
a scwer.,

Millions of people will starve to death this year in Afrlcn, Ind11

and elsewhere. ' Malnutrition:will plagug tens of millions more. The earth's

populdation of ever ‘fouribillion people thrthgns to doublo in 35 ycnrs.l But .

is "the’ earth ﬁVLerpu11U ﬁ7 A [ vl i . : -
i TES 810 1

Thumas Melbhus fLrst rupulﬂrized thls claln of 'overpopulation' in 1798.

He wrotd that ManYs phkopensity to repreduce -weuld soon outstrip Earth's capacity

Lo provide, and thatotheipoverty of the masscs was inevitable bECQUSLJQf their

sheer numbers,, Today, nco-Malthusiansg, likeEhrlich, echo these thnughts,

and carltalism plvb%gﬁﬁés them in the most ‘oppressive manner . throughout the

wurld; . : N S R ) Vi RS e Fup: 2T '
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49 In Brozil .and Bnllvin,,for annrlu, thcusauds of women hqvh bLLn 8ter-
ilized- throughi Peaee, Corps; AID and cther programs. In India, pver twu million
persons were steriliged between April, 1975, and March 1976, 1In Puerto Rico,
over 40% cfiallrwomen of childbearing age have been stcrlllzod' And still '
hunger: perslsts" Is the.Lﬁrth really ovurpupulated7 ; '

gl o - :

.. The bourgoo1ule_hos decided, thcro are too nany ’uarto R1cans. But Puerto
_Rico wasonc .self-sufficient in foed. Now that USNA: corporations have takun
over, 90% of the food has to be imported, and unenployment is 50%. USNA im-
perialism can no longer copc with the. Puerto. Rican pepple., ; i
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The People's RLpublic of China was once a scmi-feudal, semi-colonial
country., While a handful of parasites lived off the masses, thc masses were
one of the most oppressed in the world, Starvation and disease were ra mpant.,
The people revolted; they waged revolution for over 20 years. 1In October, 1949,
they fpunded a socialist state, which exists today, where the exploitation of
nman by man was ended. Today there is no hunger in China. Decausc it is a soec-
ialist country, unemployment and inflation have been eliminated. "Food prices
in China", says the ST, Chrnniclc, "ave rcmained stable for some 20 y;ars." (9/4/73)
This is a country with a population of over 800 million -- the largest in the
world. - Can we speak of overpopulation as the cause uf hunger when the nost pop-
ulous country on earth has clinlnptcd hunger? o . _ J

.Thc more-the.buurnuoisiek theory qf dverpopulatfon[ is exariined, the more
holes are discéovered. The United Nations says of thc food problem: '"Food prod-
uction has been growing 1.75 times as fast as population since the mid- S 8 v
the food problem in the near future is more likely to be surpluses than star-
vation."

Millions: are starving, yet theru is a surplus of food. Thls is capltallsm.
Why dump milk in 2 scwer? Decause it is prnfltable to do so. Uhy Pay. cnrporatc'
farmers millions of dollars a year not teo grow food? DBecause it's 3rof1table.jL
Capitalier is dependent on profit.. It can't survive without it. It's dim is
to maximize profits. Everything else -- work, hedlth, 1:if; ftc. "% .. - dg
subordinate to this end. ' '

Starvation, poverty and unCmPLdyant are inher at to apitalism. When the
bourgeoisie argues that there is an. ovarwop_latlgn problem', it only c0nfirns
what is known: the capitalist system cannot provide for peoples’ most basic
needs. The solution is not compulsory population control. The solution 15 _
for the masses of people to overthrow the capitalist state and establish a soc-
ialist one. Until capitalism is abelished there will be a 5urp1us populatlon,
but it won't consist of the masses of .working people,, k7 rederick Engels wrote, .
"the workers...with their busy hands arg the necessary, and the rlch ca[ltal1sts,

J:
who do nothing, the surplus,pupul thP.:

. rer HE Gy G L

* 7’: *
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Jiy ERIFF 'HISTORY °

The need for publlc chlldoara s“rv1chs dcveloneﬂ Ulth the industrialization
of Europe during. the carly ;8009, The new rulftions uf production were marked
by the introducticon of mwahlnury -and .the scttlng up; pf factories. This industrial
revolution led to a fundamental tra nsffrmatlon of. .§ociety. The process initiated
by the expropriation of the peasants! land and th; elimination of artisans con-
tinued with the migration of thousands of working men, women and children to
the cities to sell their lhbor-powcr,tr thulcalltﬂllsts at a low price. They
began forming the army of wage-laborers,as it exists today.

The steady development of capitalism in the USNA in the early 1900s required
more women workers., Thus, women no longer participated primarily in domestic
production but in large-scale commodity production. To.enable women to leave
the home, chlldc@ru centers were set up -- first, at churches and private homes
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run by petty bﬁur“cnls women from charity and ccmﬂunlty organizations, and
later at fdctories and work places uh;n wonen fillcd 1ndustrial jobs vacwted
by mcn gunc to, war.

Durlﬁy World War II ycars, the capitalist class funded daycare for 1. 6
million children, $Six months after the war was over, however, these ch1ldcare
proorams were totally dismantled, and hundreds of women weré forccd out of the
1abor force. Similarly, during the ylctnun Jar years, the rusoluta struggle’
of Black pcopIL and other oppressed national minoritics in the USNA won govcrn-':
mental concessions such as Head Start, Get' Set, Upward Bound, Model Cities, and
general daycare funding in public schools and in'mational minnrlty communitics.
Today, because of the sharponlnf of the general crisis of capitalism (chronic
nass unemployment, influtlon, overproduction, loss of superpruflts from' nations
01pressed by' USNA 1merlalism), thL USNA ruling class is no longer able’ to makc
these tbncussiona. : i

CUTBACKS bt
In this 115ht the root causc of ‘the current attacks on aﬁy cate -~ Title XX ,

PrL51dLnt Ford's' vatn of a $125 million childcare bill, the failure to implcmunt
childecare Proposition M (SF, 1973), the’SF Board of Supcrv1sors campaign
against childeare Pr01051t10n I -="should not be secn as the mlngLde nolicy
of one particular adn1n1utrhtion, but: as a result of the capitalist system itsalf
which moves women in and out of the workforce according to the dictates of ‘cor-
porate profits.
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deay, 33 million=ch11drcn need chllmCﬂrc in the USNA -~ morc than 35,000
in SF alonc =+ yet there are only 4.3 million SpﬂCLS available: At the same time,
the number of cbmme rcially operated’ daycurL ccntcrs is growin": théte arc nore
than 13, 000 natlonﬁldL. Con51dcr1ng that the avérage annual salary of a'woman in
this country 1s' $7,124," of which more thﬂn 28% must go to pay for childeare,
little is 1eft for ‘the basic necessities of life, “The LffECtSIDf'thla worséning -
situhtion are’ 1on~rana : women are forced onto welfare rolls and in the position
of having unwanted sterilizations and abortions. Furthermore, working class
children arc denied the quality cducation to which they are entitled.

SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE

It is clear that a capitalist government cannot offer daycare and other
social services that bencfit the masses of people on a permanent basis because
capitalism is designed to scrve the interests of thL rich, It's aim is to mox-
imize profits for the capitalists, at the expense-of the working class. In soc=
ialist countrids such as the People's Republic of Chlna and Albania, daycare is
free,’ and is' provided in both urbun and rural arecas for all chlllren bctw;en
twvo months and scven yéars. Twenty-four hour residential care is also avallablc
for childten whose parents travel away from homd in connection with their work.'
Centtts nfe subsidized by public funds from the c1ty or UanIIHCL. This is
possible becausce China ﬁnd Albania are socialist countries run by the people;
the state ‘and the means of production are controlled’ by the nasscs of laboriny
people under the' leadership of their Communist Party, and the wealth is dig=~
tributed among the masses who produce it. For them, quality childearc is'a
pricrity since children are not only an 1nt;grated part of their _present soct.
iety,’ Uut thdir soc1ety uf tomorrow., . :
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