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Unemploym.ent, Building Trades and
The Asian American Workers Struggle
The lwo-Line Struggle in Building Multinational Working Class Unity
in the Democratic Rights Struggle
How best to unite the multinational
working class so as to unleash the revolu
tionary energy of the exploited in America,
so as to eradicate the capitalist drive for
profit that produces imperialism throughout
the world and. the oppression of national
minorities and the working class at home,
is a question of crucial significance
today.
Unemployment is sweeping the land. The
fight against layoffs and the fight for
jobs is expressing the ever more strident
militancy of the working class as a whole.
The fight of minority workers for their de
mocratic rights, against on-the -job discri
mination, exclusion from higher paid jobs
and industries, for" the right to unionize
in marginal.industries, is a fight
inseparably linked to the overali proleta
rian struggle. The unity of the class is a
fighting task for workers of all nationali
ties.
Spontaneous resistance to the bourgeoi
sie's further degrading of working and liv
ing conditions will not autooatically lead
to liberation from exploitative rule. The
advancement of the nationally oppressed in
bold struggles in the plant, at the work
place or in the communities, without the
beacon of Marxist-Leninist ideology and
guidance of a new communist party, will not
develop a movement sufficiently powerful
and united to knock away the pillars of
capitalist rule.
Politicians, presidential econooic ad
visers, and labor"leaders" jockey for posi
tion to see who can disintegrate or divert
working class militancy into a maze of bour
geois reforms. Yet as the economic crisis
deepens, it is becoming an ever more ardu
ous task for bourgeois spokespersons to
convince workers that unemployment can be
solved under capitalism. The task of commu
nists is more than showing how the solu
tions to poverty and unemployment can only
be found through socialism, by using exam
ples of socialist countries. Our pressing
task.today is to arm the advanced elements of
the working class in capitalist societies
with the ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tse-tung Thought, in order to lead the mass
struggles towards the final onslaught of
the bourgeoisie and the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat.
In this article we will analyze the
struggle of one particular community in New
York City in its fight for jobs and against
employment discrimination in the construc
tion indusiry. ·In May of 1974, the battle
at the Confucius Plaza construction site
was a campaign of the predominantly "immi
grant, Chinese-American working class commu
nity in its fight for democratic rights.
Built upon the solidarity of a multi-nation-

al united front of worker,. and members of
the oppressed nationalities, the struggle
dealt a real blow against monopoly capital.
A history of the minority communities'
conflict with the construction industry, the
white chauvinist practices of th� building
trades unions, and the tokenistic reform
measures of the government's civil rights
agencies, provides a backdrop for the events
in New York Chinatown. To develop a fighting
strategy,we must correctly assess the class
forces, the allies of the proletariat, within the national minority communities and
effectively build a united front around
national oppression that advancesthe entire
class struggle. Within the working class
movement, we must thoroughly smash the
shackles of revisionist outlook as promo
ted by· the "Communist" Party, U.S.A. and the
blind alleyways of Trotskyism.
UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE UNDEREMPLOYED
Workers, through their labor power,
create the material wealth of society. Capi
talism in its brutal exploitation of this
labor power and its mad quest for maximum
profits, spasmodically hits a "crisis of
over-production u with its attendant recessions o.r depressions and massive unemploy
ment. This is an inherent contradiction of
capitalism.
A sector of the population that is
periodically unemployed or under-employed
and in poverty is known as the "reserve
army of labor". There are barriers within
the working class, such as white chauvinism,
and sex discrimination, that divide the
class and systemically confine certain
groups to part of the "reserve army".This
"marginal" labor force is used at the dis
posal of capitalist economic cycles as�
means to suppress the wages at a minimum
during both periods of "prosperity" and "re
cession".

The refusal of union bureaucrats to
organize the unorganized, which often
includes minority, women, foreign-born and
unskilled workers, plays into the hands of
the_exploiters. AS Marx stated in Capital,
"The condemnation of one part of the workin·g
class to enforced idleness, by the overwork
of the other parts, and the converse, be
comes a means of enriching the individual
capitalists." National minority workers dis
proportionately swell the ranks of the "re
serve army of labor". In many cases they
occupy the bottom rungs of marginal service
industries and agriculture. Their more than
century-old battle to organize, to eradi
cate discriminatory barriers, to break into
main-stream industries, is a fight to break
the cycle of super-exploitation and a fight
in the interests of the emancipation of the
working class.
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