What is Really Behind
the ''CIA SCANDAL''?
Student Association, the Civil Rights and Black libe
ration movements, and the student and anti-war
movements in the 60's, The list goes on and on,
and no communist should be surprised at any of it,

The U.S. bourgeoisie media has recently
adopted the "CIA scandal" as its pet issue, and has
been playing it up like nothing else. And interestingly
enough, the "C"PUSA and even the Soviet social-im
perialists have quickly picked up this "scandal", tell
ing us how the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) has
violated the "civil rights and freedom" of the Ameri
can people.

But the "C"PUSA, along with the "liberal" bour
geois media, are "shocked''. Now why should the US
bou,·geoisie, which owns and operates the 'CIA from top
to bottom, suddenly be so worried about the American
people's democratic rights? The answer is - it isn'tl

The one and only job of the CIA is to fight r�vo
lution and maintain U.S. imperialist hegemony around
the world. It was set up shortly after WWII, when the
U.s. imperialists were frantically attacking revolu
tionary struggles everywhere. Chairman Mao wrote
in August 1946:

The crisis today is wiping out many small busi
nesses, and even the small monopolies. The very
biggest monopolies are eating up all of these, and as
in the 30 1 s, even bigger monopolies will come out
of this crisis. The monopoly capitalists fight harder
and harder for the shrinking economic and political
spoils, and as always an important part of these spoils
is the control of their state machine. With US imperi
alism being rocked at home and around the world, they
must centralize and streamline their state apparatus,
gearing it up to meet the bigger struggles ahead. This
all-round imperialist crisis is thus leading from great
er competition to greater centralization, and again to
even fiercer competition.

At present, the actual significance of the US
slogan of waging an anti-Soviet war is the op
pression of the American people and the ex
pansion of the US forces of agg£"ession in the
rest of the capitalist world. As you know,
both Hitler and his partners, the Japanese
warlords, used anti-Soviet slogans for a long
time as a pretext for enslavement of the peo
ple at home and aggression against other
countries. Now the US reactionaries are act
ing in exactly the same way.
"To start a war, the US reactionaries must
first attack the American people. They are
already attacking the American people -
OP.pressing the workers and democratic cir
cles in the United States politically and eco
nomically and preparing to impose fascism
there."
(Talk with Anna Louise Strong , V. IV, p. 98
Peking Edition)
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The CIA "scandal" is a part of this streamlining of
tre state machine. What the bourgeoisie is worried
about is the CIA's violation of its charter. The CIA
has been spying on US citizens in the US, and in doing
this it is overstepping its jurisdiction. for this is the
job of the FBI. The CIA is supposed to take care of
international spying, and leave the domestic work to
the FBI. But in the past, the two agencies often did
not cooperate fully, operating on each other's turf
or even working at cross-purposes. In fact, when J.
Edgar Hoover headed the FBI, the bourgeoisie often
complained that he ran it as his personal power base.
Of course, even then there was very little truth in
this, as the FBI is always firmly in the grasp of the
monopoly capitalist class. But in today's crisis the
monopoly capitalists can no longer afford the luxury
of such organizational looseness or individual power
"kingdoms" within their state machine.

Since then, using the tax dollars of the American
working class, the CIA has engaged in every kind of
counter-revolutionary activity,. domestically and
internationally in the name of saving "democracy".
It has launched overt interference and armed invasion of Albania, China, the Congo, Cuba and
Laos, as well as "covert" subversion of Iran,
Greece, Chile, and many other governments, It has
trained government officials, agents and mercenaries
from all over the world to restore the slave-owning
Dalai Lama regime in Tibet, and to crush progressive
movements in Latin America, Africa and Europe. The
CIA has mounted massive campaigns to spread counter
revolutionary propaganda against everything that is
.revolutionary, such as the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in ·china. It formed· assassination squads
under the Phoenix program to murder aad terrorize
the Vietnamese and Indochihese patriots. Here in
the US, it has engaged in countless illegal and sub
versive acts against labor unions, the National

Through this "scandal", the bourgeoisie is remov
ing the CIA from domestic work, thus tuning up its
state machine by clarifying the division of labor with. in it. Each cop will now be able to do his "very best",
because each will know exactly what his job is. The
"scandal" therefore has absolutely nothing to do with
protecting the American people's democratic rights,
but just the opposite - l) streamlining of the state
apparatus, 2) greater centralization of power in fewer
hands. The issue is the monopoly capitalists' "right"
to police the people even more fiercely than before! rather than democratic rights, we get the heightened
dang�r of fascism.
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