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28 March 1990 

On 27 March 1990, at Zaragoza, the Juan Jose Crespo Galende Combat Group of our 

organization executed one of the medical leaders who has been most involved in 

the application of force-feeding to political prisoners of the PCE-r and GRAPO, on hunger 

strike since 30 November 1989. 

Since that date, the socio-fascist government swine have not shrunk from applying any means 

to undermine the prisoners’ will to resist, including force-feeding to make them abandon the 

struggle for their just demands. Dr. Jose Ramon Munoz Fernandez was one of the instruments 

used, not only in attempting to break the strike, but also in forcing other professionals to 

accept this criminal policy that, hypocritically, they have portrayed as ‘respect for life’. 

Those who speak of respect for life are the very ones who have turned this hunger strike into 

the longest torture session in history. Those who say this are the ones who have crafted this 

sinister plan, designed to push the strikers to the limit, into a situation in which, having had 

their health broken, only the threat of certain death can be used to blackmail them, forcing 

them to yield and submit to isolation and dispersal. But when not even an atrocity of this kind 

has proven successful for them, faced with the resolve of men and women possessing a moral 

integrity that cannot compare with that professed by these axmen, they turn to force-feeding, 

with the obvious intent of smashing their will, prolonging their death struggle indefinitely in 

a macabre spiral that makes the medical experiments of the Nazis pale by comparison. 

All those who have performed the torture of force-feeding under the pretext of special ethical 

codes were aware that they were actively and directly collaborating with the terroristic policy 
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of the government against political prisoners and the revolutionary movement. We are not 

lumping these collaborationist elements together with the entire medical and professional 

community, some members of which have been targets of reprisals for having honestly 

opposed, in the true spirit of humanity, aberrant practices that violate their own Deontological 

Code, adopted by the International Medical Association, which, at its 29th World Medical 

Assembly, stated: When a prisoner rejects all nourishment and the doctor deems that he is 

capable of formulating a conscious and rational judgment as to the consequences involved in 

his refusal to feed himself, he shall not be fed artificially.’ 

In order to justify their repressive policy and not accede to 

the demands of our imprisoned comrades, government 

spokesmen have attempted to portray the hunger strike as a 

‘political tug-of-war’ between the political and military 

organizations of the resistance. This is an extremely 

erroneous approach. Insofar as our organization is 

concerned, it is obvious and generally known that it has 

never `played politics’ with the suffering of prisoners or 

other victims of state repression. In all cases, insofar as 

circumstances have permitted, we have limited ourselves 

to denouncing and countering the assaults that the 

government has directed against us and other 

people’s organizations. This is particularly obvious with respect to the conditions to which all 

political prisoners are subjected. As is well known, at no time have we promoted in the 

prisons anything beyond preserving minimally acceptable living conditions. The prisoners of 

the PCE-r and GRAPO have never created situations that could be used by government 

officials and jailers to justify dispersal or any other type of reprisal against them. 

Furthermore, we wish to state for the record that no one is better able than us to appreciate 

the value of the lives of these men and women prisoners, and that we empathize as much as 

anyone else with the plight to which they have been subjected by the torturers, who are 

following the orders of the government. Nevertheless, the pain does not dim our judgment or 

cloud our understanding. Consequently, we state that there is no alternative to this situation 

but to continue the strike to the end, until reunification is achieved. Otherwise, we would 

have to resign ourselves to seeing them die slowly, isolated in a filthy hole, murdered in 

silence. We do not believe that the latter alternative is acceptable to any honorable and 

sensible person. 

Since the background of the strike, still under way, is familiar to all, we will not examine the 

details. This is not the first time that political prisoners have mounted such a strike. Indeed, 

one might say that the present strike is merely the continuation of the one that began at 

Almeria Prison last summer. On that occasion, too, everything possible was done to avoid 



aggravating the conflict. Nevertheless, this stance cannot be maintained for very long, owing 

to the overbearing and domineering attitude of the government. What was to be done, then? 

Were we simply to submit to the tell-tale atrocities of the new acts of savagery that are being 

committed? 

It was obvious all along that the felipista’ [a derisive term for the government of Prime 

Minister Felipe Gonzalez Marquez] clique was forcing the situation in order to divide the 

prisoners and, at the same time, to prevent the development of the organized resistance 

movement. They sought, by every means, to abort a genuine democratic — revolutionary 

alternative to their criminal and deceitful policy. It is obvious that they will not achieve it 

through any means. But what is certain is that they have managed to make the prisoners 

themselves bear most of the burden of this strike, so much so that, given the prevailing 

conditions, the people’s organized movement has been unable to re-occupy their position in 

this fierce fight. The essence of the criminal, socio-fascist policy of `felipismo’ is the use of 

political prisoners as actual hostages in the hands of the state, in order to weaken the people’s 

movement and attempt to blackmail it. 

Insofar as our organization is concerned, this policy is 

reflected, among other things, in attempts to provoke us to 

the level of ‘immediate responses’, thereby distracting our 

forces, cornering them, and destroying them easily. But we 

shall not fall into this trap, and they are really quite stupid 

if they still harbour any hopes in that regard. 

Consequently, during the strike, we are armed with 

patience, in the hope for a fair solution that might put an 

end to this painful conflict. But everyone has been able to 

note that good reasons are worthless to this government. 

They are so uncouth and so fascist that, as always, only 

guerrilla strikes make them stop to think. 

In the face of every ethical principle and every popular 

interest, not only have they turned a deaf ear to the thousands of voices that have risen up to 

demand a fair settlement of the strike, but they have also continued to wallow in a pool of 

deceit and calumny. If it is a question of a humanitarian attitude, things are quite simple. 

They need only reunite the prisoners and respect their physical and moral integrity and their 

political identity. Is there any other solution that is more humane? 

Furthermore, if, as they do not cease to repeat, they feel so much love for life and they truly 

wish to settle the problem ‘of violence’ as they call it, why do they not begin by releasing the 

prisoners who have suffered the most from the blows of institutional violence? Free those 



who have suffered serious and irreversible effects from torture and repeated hunger strikes. 

Release these men and women. This would demonstrate a true interest in settling the 

problem. 

There is no other solution than this. They could continue on the same old course, one of 

torture and state terrorism. But, in that event, they should take into account that the struggle 

will be long and that although they may hide behind a wall of uniforms and machine-guns, 

we are going to go after them, we are going to confront them, and we are going to see to it 

that justice is served. 

REUNIFICATION OR DEATH! DOWN WITH STATE TERRORISM! ARMED 

RESISTANCE! 

WE SHALL BE VICTORIOUS! 

 


