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The polemic begun by the Chinese Conmunist Party within the in-
ternational communist movement has entered upon its second phuse,

The first phase was predowminantly characterized by an ideological
and political discussion of a number of decisive yuestions, such as war
and peuce, peaceful coexistence, the different ways of the socialist re-
volution, the role of national liberation wovemeants, etc.

In that first phase, the Chinese texts cited the Bl-party resolu-
tion approved in Moscow in 1960; and wade a show of defending it aguinst
the revisions commitied by the other parties... The polemic presented
itself, at least in part, as the clash between difierent interpretations
of one and the same document.

This phase has been left behind.

The de facto opening of the second phose was the publication in
the summer of 1963 of the 25 points of the CCP, which represented a pro=-
grommatic platform and a political line which are in opposition to the
8l-party Declaration of 1960. The typical aspect of this second phase
is that the 25 points are used, not to pursue the discussion smong the
parties, but, rather, to provoke, in every possible way, schisms in the
parties. In some of their recent articles, the Chinese communists
openly call for the creation of schiswatic groups and fractions within
the other purties; in practical watters, by using demagogic arguments,
vhich, in some cases, take hold among untrained young people, manipulat-
ing large sums of woney, recruiting primarily politically degenerate
elements, renegades from the workers' wovement, etc., they are striving
to constitute groups of that type, which are already functioning in
varioua countries,

What is the theoretical and historical foundation of the Chinese
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positions, particularly in tiw second phase of the polemic, in these
efforts to split the cowmunist parties?

The folloving notes, without claiming in sny way to treat it pro-
foundly nnd completely, sketch three aspecta of this problea.

I. Rebabilitation of the cult of personality

This is & question on which the Chinese have made a 180-degres
turn.

In 1950, shortly after the Twentieth Congreas of the CPSU, Lie
Choo Shi declared, at the Eighth Congress of the CCP (the laat one to be
hold!)s

"The Twentieth Congress of the CPSU conatitutea a great poli-
tical event of worldwide ifwportance."

And, as one of the great mwerits of that Congress, he noted that
it bud "dencunced the cult of personality and ita serious consequences
within the party” ([Note]: MReport of Liu Chao Shi, Cahiers du Cosmus-
jame [ Communist Notebooks], page 668).

At that same Eighth Congress, Den Shiao Pim, Secretary General of
the CCP, declared:

“The Twentieth Congreas of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union heas wade convincing clarifications about the enormous is-
portance of the unshukesble cbeservance of the principle of col-
lective leadership, and of the struggle sgainst the cult of per-
sonslity. Those explanutions have exercised enormous influence,
not only on the CPSU, but also on the other Comsunist Parties of
all the countriea in the world..."

“"One of the wmost important merits of the Twentieth Congress
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union ia to bave sade clear
the serious and fatal conmeyuencea to which the deification of
the personsality can lesd" (rNoqu Report on the Bylaws of the
CCP, Peking, 1058, poges 66 und 74).

In an article in Repmin Ribeo, "Once Again, Concerning the Hiater-
ical Experience of the Dictatorship of the Proletariot,” published in
December 1956 by decision of the Felitbure of the CCP, it ias stated:

"In the last period of his life, the continuous victories and
praises went to hia hesd, and, in his wethods of thought, Stalin
partially, but seriously, departed from dislectical materialise,
and sank into subjectivism., He believed in bhis own wisdom eand
authority, refused to pay serious atteation to the research and



study of various genuinely couylex situastions, refused to listen
meriously to tiae opinions ol the cowredes und the voice of the
mosses, and, 48 a result, certuin political directives and mes-—
sures tulen by him were in conilict with the real objective aitu-
ation, wnd, for & long period, he fregquently put into practice
these mistaken directives and meusures, it bhaving been iwpossible
to correct his mistakes in good time,

"The Comwunist Party of the Soviet Union has now taken stepa
designed to correct the errors cosmuitted by Stalin, and to liqui=-
date the consequences ol these errors, and is swchieving success
in this task. The Twentieth Conpress of the Cowmunist Party of
the Soviet Union hes demonstrated tremendous decisiveness and
boldness with reguard to the elimination of the Stalin cult, im
publiciying the seriousness of Stalin's errors, ond in liquidat-
ing their consequences. Throughout the whole world, MNarxists-
Leninists, snd those who sywpathize with the cause of comsunisw,
are supporting the efforts of the CPSU desiguned to correct the
errors, ond hope that these efforis by the Soviet coarades will
be crowned with complete success. It is entirely obvious that,
insofur us Stalin's errors sare wot errors of little weight, they
cannot be corrected in a single morning. To do so, 1L is neces—
sary to work over a relatively long period of Lime, and on ef-
fort of scrupulous ideologicul education is indispensable."

Today, the Chinese are saying very different things. In spite of
the tediousnesa ol this wmetnod, 1t is necessary to copy some passages
from the most recent Chinese documents:

"At the Twentieth Congress, cowrade Khrushchev repudisted
Stalin cowpletely... These sttacks by Khrushchev ageinst Stalin
are the greatest insult which can be offered to the Soviet people,
the CPSU, the Soviet Army, the greatest insult which can be of-
fered to the international communist wovement, to the revolution-
ary peoples, and to Marxisw-Leoinism" ([Notc]x "On the Question
of Stalin," Henmin Ribso, Pekin Inforwation, 30 September 1963,
pages 18 and 21).

"The series of events transpiriog since the Twentieth Con~
gress shows how serious have been the consequences of the total
repudiation of Stalin by the leadership of the CPSU... The re-
visionist line of the leéadership of the CPSU began precisely with
the Twentieth Congress" (LNote]: 1Id., page 22).

In the same article, there 1s the additional statewent that "un-
der the pretext of the struggle aguinst the cult of personslity” there
is op attewpt to "wisrepresent the party of the proletariat, to wisre-
present the dictatorship of the proletariat, to misrepresent the social-
ist systes" ([Note]: Id., page 23).
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Frow these guotations (whieh wo could cite ad nausens, wince Lhe
protest sgainst the desunciation of the eult of personslity is & leit~
motil of tiie Chineer docusmwnts of recent wenths), ecwerges a conclusion
of partieulur sericunnesa for Merxist imtellectunle ~— the conclumion
that, in the fsece of the impetus for remeval, springing from the Twea-
tieth Congreas of the CI'SU, ence praiscd and nov repudiated by the Chin-
ene cowsunists, they extol, demand, und are trying to lmpose s return to
the methods of tae cult of persomality. A return, snot in China —— where
these wothods have never fallen ouwt of wse — but in the brosd [rasevork
of the international comuunisl wavement, from vhose midet these wethods
(with their comcomitunts of dogmstiam and scctlarisuisa) heve been
largely oliminated, as a result of the harah struggle vhich has been
earried om over the laat cight years.

In the field of Narxist theory, the vicious methods of the cuit
moant, a8 has nov rejeutedly been wade cleur, that only one personality,
Stalin, could imtroduce new theses, new comcepts, in the domain of
Marxiss-Leninism. The entire theoretical activity of the cowssunist
woveuent was In bendage, shackled by the monatrous privilege arrogeted
to Stalin of boing himselfl above all, Lie one to say the last word.

Today, the situntion 1s totwlly duflervat. Wiat 15 Lhe wothod
being follaved im the development of Marxist-Lenintst theory? Withest
wishing to defline facts whiech are &till im wovewent, which aro being
tried out im the practice of the political and ideclogical atruggle, it
can, nevertheless, bu said that Marxist theory i1s beiog developed
through the experiences noud contrilbutions of the aggregate of the vari-
oun commminist partive. Through the activity of ite wilitunte, and,
more apecifically, through its orgamisations of leondorship and of otder
comrudon, concretely dedicated to the ideological tusks, each party ces-
tributes Lo a greater or lesser degree to statimg, studying, or resolv-
ing mew theorotionl problews. The lively clash betwoen Lhese or Lhese
theoretical claborutions with objective realities, with the necessities
of the revelutionury struggle, perwit the party to incorjorate in its
lime, in ite orientation, in ita political mod ideological struggle,
new ideas elaborated withio 1tselfl; or, en Lthe other hund, to reject
whataver there say be of the falso, tho incorrect, the negative, in the
work dose by particular cowradwes.

In that process, san cescutial comcern is the unremitting delesst
of Marxiat principles =~ a defenne which, in order to be authentic, say
not depart from o dialecticnl dovelopmeat whieh vill permit (a8 Lenin
did vis-d-vis Marx) the earichment of the ideological arsensl of Marz~
15 by woans of the new cuncepls which are a reflection of the anew ob~
jective reslitios of todsy's world; of this world which, since Lenin's
time, has undergone the gigantic tranaflormatioos such as the creation
of the world socialist ayatem and the fabulous increase in san's deai~
niom over pature, sysbolized in Cie uno of atowmic energy and the sscent
Lo Lhe common.



The task of developing Marxist theory has an international char=-
acter; it falls to the aggregate of the comwunist purties. lence the
enormous value, in this concrete aspect, of relations among the parties
in the different forws which exist today: bilateral mectings, collec~
tive discussions awong purties faciog counon problews, the editing of
the fonternational journal, wund, above all, Lhe coulerences of the inter-
pationasl communist wovement, like those of 1857 and 1900 in Moscow,
vhich serve to confront, gatuner together, and shape, in documents of
genersl applicability, the wost essential, the most vital aspects of ex-
perience wnd of the wultifauceted, diversilied theoretical work carried
on by all the parties.

With the liquidation of the cult of personality and the applica=
tion of these methods ~— iudepondently of the difficulties which are to
be expected, und which arise in certain aspects — Marxist thought has
received a revivifying fwpulse; in recent years, it has made unquos-
tioned progress; it is carrying on an infinitely more effective siruggle
against bourgeois ideology.

But the Chinese theoreticisna do not see things thias way. For
them, all these great instances ol progress which invigorate Marxiam,
vhich de~dogmatize it, are a degeneration.

They think that what happened before with Stalin wust vigorously
continue today. With one important difference: what Stalin represented
then, Mao Tse Tung represents, or ought to represent, today. The re-
placement of the cult of Stalin by the cult of Mao —— this is the nov-
elty put forward by the Chinese,

Does anyone regard this estimate of the situastion as exapgerated?
Let us look at the factst no one cun deny that in the Chinese documents
the leaders of the principal comounist parties of the world, beginning
with the CI'SU, are charged with revisionism, reformism, otc, At the
same time, the role of Muo Tse Tung im unequivocally defined in the
terms indicated above. lore are some samples:

"In speaking of Marx, Lenin said: everything that husun so-
ciety haws created, Marx thought out anew in o critical sparit,
without leaving anything in the shadows. Everything that husan
thought has created, he thought through agein, he filtered 1t
through the sieve of criticism, and verified it in the workora'
wovement... This 18 true for Lonin, as it is for Engels and for
Stalin, It is equally true for Mao Tse Tung" ([Note]: The Com-
bat Assignuwents for Workers in Philosophy snd the Social Sei-
ences, Tcheou Yang, Peking Information, 6 January 1664, pages
28 and 24).

"We must take Mao Tse Tung's thought us the guide for our
action..." ((Note]: The Cowbat Assignments for Workers in




Philosophy wnd Llie Social Sciences, Tcheou Yang, Poking Infersa-
tion, 6 Junuary 1904, pages 2b wad 24),

“Soeialint education wust be guided by the thought of Mao Tee
Tung... Cduceting the workers firaly in the thought of Maoc Tee
Tung is bow they will get & better undorstanding of the fendasen-
tsl principles of Marxisw-Leminisa” {([Note]: The Socislist Edu-
cation of tho Workerws, Koo Tu-Chowen, Peking Inlorsation,

March 1UG4, pages o wnd 10).

In the Chinewe veview Siataian Juntai, the folloving appeared:

"The idean of Mao Tee Tung are & creative development of
Marzisa-Leninism in & new perivd of history., Thia creative do-
velopment bas sobt only a apecific meaning for the Chinose revolu-
tiom, but a geaeral weaning for the current ojpoch of the world
rovolution. We can say with coaplete justification that the |dess
of Moo Tae Tumg are tbhe Marxisa-Leninise of socialist revolutioss
and of the building of wocinlise" ([liou]l Quoted in the reviev
Kosuniut, No 15, Moncow, October 1963, page 44).

The application of the cult eof personnlity wetbods iw relflected
not only im the sbove guotationa, bul in the very imternal atructure of
the Chinese docaments, I disregard msay particulsarly lamentabie aspects
of those documumts, such as the imsults, the indiserimipate and uajusti-
fied name-oslling, the coatinuval, dishonest use of datn, the distorted
quotations, etc. I consider snother sspect of the problem as much more
serious.

Those documonts are replete with quotetions from Marx, Engels,
leain, Swaliv, ete., Ybe excessive use of gquotationa msy become iire-
soae, pedantic, borimg. Neverthelosa, the numher is u secondary satter.
Wiat in impoertant is the role of theso gquotations in the contoxt of the
argunent of a document. And the Chineses manipuiate and use those quo-
tationn with & aethod, in the coatext of a wmode of ressoning, which is
locompatible with Marxias,

Wherein does this incompatibility lie? The folloving coaparises
may contribute to clarify matterar Af it were a discussion among Cathe-
lics, whose doetrine ia based on doguas emanating from Ged and of eter-
nal verity, above and beyond time and space, the Chiness mode of reasce~
ing would be perfect. HBut the whole poimt is that it is not & discus-
nion asoup Catholics, but awony Marxiste,

The pattern followed by all the argumenta that appear in the
Chinese documents, whether it s o question of peace or of the wuys of
the treaosition Lo socialism, or of say olher of the matiers under de-
bate, ias the following:

First, they aeek a quetation [rom Mars or froe Engels or [rom
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Lenin, Preferably not one, but several. Then they seek & statement
from some text of the CI'SU, or frowm a Khrushchev apeech, or the words of
sowe other cowwunist lesder, which, in one way or another, doés not co=-
incide with the former quotations. And they druw their conclusiont the
doctrine af the wasters iwes been betrayed, Murxism Las been violated,
here wo have ablhorrent revisionism, heterodoxy...

Let us take, for example, the article published in Reamin Ribuso
under the title "Tae Froletsrien Hevolution and hhrusbhchev's Kovisionise"
(eighth reply to the letter of the Central Committee of the CP'SU) ([Note]:
Peking Inforwation, 6 April 1964). In 1t are abundantly reproduced the
stupendous criticisma written by Lenin against the reforwist positions
of Bernstein and hautsky. Then they tuke a few phrases of Khrushchev's,
in which he refers to the peaceful way, the parlismentary struggle, etc.
And now it rovwains but to bhurl spoainst Khrushchev the sawe ud jectives
that Lenin used ogainst the Bernsteintans, to say that Khrushchev is as
bud ws they are, is worse than they ure, ete., ete, Generally, Khrush-
chev's plhrases are twisted in w coarse and crude wanner; the quotautions
of his words are mutilated. But, I repest, this i1s secondary. The 1m=
portant thing is that this wethod of reasoniug in itselfl in incowpatible
vith Marxisw. The correctness of the current position of a political
line for today caunot depend, lor o Marxist, on its agreement or dis-
agreement with a pussege from o phrese written by Marx a bundred yousrs
8go, or by Lenin lifty yesars ago.

f\Fbpe@t: if our principles were dogmoas, if the writings of our
masters were (ﬁu&”word of God," the Gospel which, by definition, wust be
eternally true, abuve and beyond all changes occurring in the wundane
world, in such & cuse the mode of reunsoning of the Chinese leoaders would

be proper.

But Murxisw is sowmething else, It ias science, it i& antidogua,
it iz o waterialist and dialectical conception of the world} consequently,
it establishes us the supreme criterioun ol truth, practice, practice as
it chanpes, a8 it moves; wund it requires idess to chenge us o function
of the changes occurring in objective reslity, that reality of which
ideas are the reflection, und which, ut the same time, ideas wust seize
in order to be able to contribute to modifying it, to transforuwing it.

For this reason, Marxist guotstions — contrary to what occurs
with Catholic doguns == are of no use if wpplied outside the context of
concrete reality.

Lenin wrote: '"the living soul of Marxism 1s concrete unalysis of
concrete situationa."

This phruse encowposses o grent deanl., Without such auulysis,
Marximus loses that umbilical cord which unites it with the reslity which
surrounds it. It loses its liviog soul, It cesses to be Marxisw,



It ia 18to this grevious error thut the Chinese lesders have fal-
len. The very thing thet loops to the eye in their documente s, slesp-
side toe supersbundant quotutions, the lack of auslysis. In hundreds
sod lwpdreds of pagea, there is nol sven an stteapt to make a concrete
woulysis of the currvent vorld situstion, of Lthe new relutienship of
forces, of the new sacivntifie and tecumological discoveriea, of vhat s
thersonuclear war would meun today; there is sothing resembling a coa~
crete suslysis of the situantion in Fraoce or im Italy or in Speic... b
vertheless, vithout suck an snwiysias they cleim to expound Marxist trutd
and Lo ba able to condeus those who do mot obey them,

To ignore concrebe wnelysis and to operate on the basis of guote-
tions means ap incoapacity Lo reason io accordance with Narxist pringi-
ples, It means a fall ioto dogmatism.

Not contont with thie, She Chinoxe luaders atart of! frus there
to launch theasclves 1nte o veritable "witch hunt." Having establisbhed
— tarough the vory peculiar wethod which we have just desoribed — that
the pelicy of this or thut party is capitulationist or reviaionist, they
pess en to the following stagoe:

"Since in Lhoir policies Lthey buvo applied a Line of betrapl
of socialism snd of capitulation te imperislism, it is nnrt g!
Lthe very logic of things that they betra tha osttien o
proiaurut in the Field of philosophy" Nou Eg gnh& An-
signoonts for Workers in I'nilosophy and the Social cloncn
Teueau Yang, g loformation, O January L6564, puge
emplinsin in minn = M.AL ).

Sueh o _priort reasoning, smscking of scholnsticism, ia marvel-
lously convemisntl, With mo neod te adduce any decumentary proof, say
conerete anniynis of the idvologival pesitions of the parties being ot~
tacked, these are cennured 1o the very mext line for huving replaced
“the dialectical oaterialism of tue proleturiat with the pragmatio bour
grois philosophy of jeperialine” ([ Note]: 0p. eit.).

And so, here we are converted into devotees of progmatisal

But that ins not the only exnmple of the circular o priori reasco-
ing of the Chinese:

"Sinew Lhe representatives of sodern revisioniss ure basie-
ally prngm'.uu im their attitude Loward truth snd objective lave,
it is matursl that they should have a great disdain for theories”

Notel: Op. c1t. = the esphasis is mine - N.A.).

The purpose of this cascade of anatbesma ix obvious: by stigsatis-

ing all others aw pragoatists, relormists, ate., the Chinese are left o0
Lthe sole guardians of the Marxist "tablets of the law"; and thess



"tablets of the law' in their coencept, are untouchable, or, rather, can
be touched only by one special and unique personality —— yesterday Sta-
lin, today Mao Tse Tung —— to whose whiaa all who claim to be Marxista-

eniniats must subait,

We ace, then, that there isa u direct connection between the en-
thronement of the Mao cult and the efiorts by the Chinese to spiit the
other parties. The challenge issued by the Chinese to the other par-
ties is the equivalent, in a certuin sease, of saying: either you ac—
cept the re-establishment of the cult of personality, today personified
in Mao Tse Tung, or you are¢ notl Marxists: and, consequently, we sare go-
ing to do everything possible to break up those nmon-Marxist parties, and
to create new parties which will embrace exclusively those who accept
this Chinese form of Marxism, based on the cult of Mao Tse Tung. The
methods of the cult of personality are employed with an openly national-
istic bias contrury to the principles of proletarian interuntionalism.

The comsunist parties give o [irm and stendfust maponse to this
posture, in order to defend their unity and frustrate those attempta at
splitting thew, which can only sorve the purposes of i1mperiniisw. At
the same time, there arises s guestion which is of concern to many, oand

which we cannot evade:

llow is 1t possible for a party like the Chinese, with such o glor-
ious revolutionary history, st that great turning point in the dovelop-
ment of the communist wovoment represented by the Twentieth Congress of
the CPSU, to demonstrate a total incapacity Lo overcome the snti-Marxist
methods of the cult of personality, and, on the contrary, to aspire to
rehabilitate those methodes, and estublish, with whut are clearly nation-
alistic purposes, & sort of Chinese Marxiswe? The indispensable elements
for a complete reply to thias question are not available today. But this
is not a sufficient reasoun for us not Lo try to examine certain facets
of the problem, in the light of facts which are within tbe reach of

anyone,

I11. Contradictions concerning contradiction

The works of Muo Tse Tung on ideclogical themes are un interesting
field of research, for they throw light on the forw in which Morxism be-
came known and propagated in China. The study of these works discloses
serious deficiencies in Mao's presentation of sowe of the fundamental
ideas of Marxisw-Leninisw, To approach this guestion in an article such
as this is an extrewely risky watter, since it involves reducing to al=-
most telegruphic teruws arguments which would require extensive analysis,
Nevertheless, toe notes that follow way be useful, if they provide a
stimulue for thinking about thesc problems in greater depth. Let us
briefly recall sowe of the ideological background aguinst which the
spread of Marxism took place in China, It is very different from that
system of the capitalist countries, not only of Europe, but of Latin
America, us well, where the ideaus of the French revolution played an
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extraordinary role during Lus mineloenth contury.

According Lo the Chinese hintorian Li Chu, the most notevorthy
festure of Chinese wintory ia tow folloving:

"lo Cihing there lived Conlucius, waose jdeas exercised a
great influence over s period of wore thon s thoussnd years, and
played s prepondorant role an the foruation of the Chinese na-
tional character, wheress is Burcpe thero was mo personslity whics
cun be cempared vith Confucius™ (Eﬂoujl Artiele in Henasin Hibes,
& July 1861},

An we all koow, in Lhe philosophy of Confucianism reality is fro-
zem in jwmutable cutegorius., One of Coufuciva's wost famous phruses is
tne folleving: "Tme sovoreign wust Lo severeigo] the subject, subject)
the fether, tne fathery the sen, the son.” It is iwpossible te go fur-
ther in the megation of dialectica.

This sgeold Force of tae i1desa of Confucianiaa represented an ob-
jective difficulty for the complete anmiwilation of dialectical materials
ism, and for it Lo beecoue the domimant ideology.

Moreover, the spread of Marxiat idens in Chinn begun only very re-
comtly, that ia, atter the Socinlist levolulion in Kussis. The priwary
vohiclos for ita diffusion, particularly durimg the M0's, in which it
begun to schieve aa e¢xtruordinury breadtb, were the works of Mao Tee
Tung, in sowe of which he tried Lo sum up in sieplitiod, popularized
fors the besic phitlosopbical concepts of Merxism. Let us teke, for ex-
ample his work On Contradicetion, writtem 1o 1937, This ia a pasphlet of
fifty-soven pagen, but it ia repressnted in tue documents of the Chinese
party as o "complete, profound and easnily accesaibie oxposition...of the
ideslogy of Marxisu-Leninisa® { Note]:s Uu Chino-Mu, 30 Years of the Ce-
wunist Party of Cuina, Felkiug 1955, page 53).

Unfortunutuly, Lae content of thia work dees not deserve such
praiese.  In 1b, Lhe Karxist concopt of disloctic ia not merely siapli=
fied, but truncuted and amtilated. For exasple, the ecsaentisl low of
the dialectie, Liwe so-called "negation of ocgution,” la erascd, obliter-
ated, in Lhe work of w2ao Tee Tung. This s no secondary matter; what ia
st stake 18 not that the exposition should Le wore or less complete or
systematic. Thin eliminotion sifecls Lue very substance of the Marxist
concept of the dialectioc.

Mue Tao Tung says, following the Marxist eclassica, that conuradis-
tion is siwultuncously the identity and opposition of oppesites, But
bow does he explain this prebiem? On the one head, he says that there
in identity between the Lwo sspects of contradiction, becsuse one of
thea cannol oxist independustly of the ether, snd, on the othar hand,
Lhere is jdontity botwwen then becuuse, under cortain conditions, ene of
the anpocta tendo "to trauaform 1taelfl into the other, to assume the
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position occupied by the opposite aspect.”
And Moo Tse Tung gives the following example:

"It is well kuoown that during the course of the revolution,
the proleturiat, from bLeing the doannated clasa, becswe trans-
forwed iuto the dowinsnt class, und that the bourgecisie, [ormerly
doawinsnt, becawe dowinated, asswuing the position of its opposite
([Note]: Mao Tse Tung, Un Contradiction, Feking 1959, page 44).

llere 1s where the error bursts out, the insufliciency and wutila-
tion which the Marxist concept ol disleclics suflers in the work we ure
anslysing. It is, in fuct, and elewental truth that, with the triusph
of tue socialist revolution, the bourgeoisie does not proceed to take
the place of the proleturiat; and the proletariat does not proceed to
take the place of the bourgeoisie. What is lacking in Mao Tse Tung's
exposition is thot the key ides of the solution of coatradictions, the
developwent (of nuture, of society, of thought) does not c¢ome about
turough the simple triuwph of one mspect of tue contradiction over the
other; it is not 6 development in, so to speak, & pendulum of wmovement,
in which today element A places itsell above an element B, below, and
tomorrow element B will be above an element A, below; it is, rather, in
Engels's words, & spiral wovewent, by virtue of which the scluticn of
some contradictions cuuses new contradictions to arise, always at a
higher level, in a progressive advance from the simple to the couplex,
from the lower to the higher.

Or, going buck to the example of the socialist revolution: this
signifies the defeat of the bourgeoisie aund the triowph of the proletar-
iat, which becowes the ruling ciuss, But it becowes it in o new form,
at o higher stage of human developwent: wpon defeating the bourgeoisie,
"pegating" the bourgeoisie, the proletariat at the sawe tiwe that it tri-
umphs negutes itsell, In its triumph lies the germ of its own negation.
That which engenders the socialist revolution is a society without
classes (or, from this point of view, without a bourgeois cless and with=-
out o working cluss), u society which has its own specific contrudictious,
but contradictions of a higher ordery qualitatively difterent from those
of bourgeois society,

What is serious is that 1t is precisely the facts which Mao Tse
Tung eliminates, or, at any rate, obscures in his anslysis of controdic-
tion, which explaina the emergence of the new,

This conception of dislectics, in which the birth ol the pev is
relegated to the background, in which the “apiral line" of developwent
ia ignored, creutes o fertile field for the flowering of dogwatic cur-
rents, o tendency to repeat old formulas and guotationsa; not to see new
phenomens which arise in real life; to seek to place new reslities =-- as
if in a straight jacket — into old categories, which are losing, or have
lost, any resl force,..



Let us go on to anmother pointt repoating the vell-inovs Marxist
thesis, Mao Tse Tuny indicates that in every coutradiction there 1o o
principal element, which plays a deterwining role, and another, second-
sry one, But the, for the Marxist thesis, according to which not only
the primcipel factor ncts om the secondary one, butl also tue secondary
one scla on the principal one, kno Tse Tung substitutes aaother, dif-
ferent thesis. fU» ssya Lhat, on certaim occanmions, tiue princijal facter
becowes the secoodsry oue, and the secondary factor becowes the principal
ome.

Aud, in spplyiag this thesia, he reaches the conclusion thet, oo
cortain occasions, the foctor which plays the principal end decisive
role is sot the productive forces, but, rather, the relotions of pro-
duction; not prectice, but tmeory; not the foundation, but Lie
superatructure ([(Note): 1d., page 40).

“\hen the productive forces,” he udds, “"cannot develop unless
the relationa of production chenge, the change in the relaticos of
production plays the principal and devisive role" ([Notel: Id.,
page 40).

This argument is falee, inasmuch aa tue triweph of the revolutios
{aichangs in the relationn of production) signifies prociwely tho tri-
uoph of the productive forces, which defeat toe old relstions of produe
tion. This conatitutes the mest conclusive proof that the decisive role
is played by the productive Yorces.

Yhe triwuph of the socinlist revelution is the triumph of the pro-
letarist (which is the inearsation of the nev productive forces) aver
the bourgeoisie (which in the incarnation of the eold relationa of
productien).

But Nao Taw Tung goes even further. He writes:

“When, w3 Lenin pet it, ‘without u revelutionary theory there
cun be po roevolutionary sctien,' the crestion and advocacy of re-
volutiopary theory plays the priuncipal wnd decisive role. Vhes a
certain Job {whatever it way be) e to be done, but thore is, as
yot, no directive, wethod, plau or policy defining how te do it,
then the principal und decistve role is | layed hy the elaboretios
of the directive, wetiod, plan or policy” (LNote): 14., page 4}

Mao Tee Tuug's error ceusists here of substituting one problem fer
snother. That theories, directives, wethods play an essentisl rolg no
one cam dispute. But the point is tuat, in order to be effective, In
order to be able to wpeed up the dovelopwmeut of history, theorties, di-
rectives or wethods nusl correspond Lo objective reality. They must be,
#0 to speak, the subjoctive moulding of an objective renlity; couse-
queatly, they are never the priwary factor, but the sccondory. IF this
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dues not occcur, if they do not correspond Lo that objective context,
those theories, directives ond methods are condeuned to failure, no wat—
ter how wuch insistence and ardor 1s used Lo propagute them. Comwunist
utopias lave existed for many centuries. Comsuniss can only exist in
our epoch, as & fuuction, in the last onalysis, of the degree of devel-
opment achieved by the productive forces.

To emphasize (as Mao does) the deciaive role of doctrines, sloguns,
wethods, wnd, on the other hand, to ignore the internal link which wust
connect them to the concrete reality in which they have Lo operate, is
tantamwount to distorting the Marxist concept of the relation between the
objective and the subjective., It is [rom here that, so to apeak, the
other wing of tue Chinese deviations emonates: the subjectivism, the
tendency to underestiwate objective fuctors and exalt the subjective
factors to the waximum. This manifests itselfl in slogans which ere ul=-
trarevolutionary, edventuristic, and divorced from the real situstion;
in the tendeucy to extol violent revolution in all cases as o goneral
low, without taking concrete conditions into account.

Let us proceed to another point: thet dealing with fundawmental
contradiction.

Before going on, we ougiht to distinguish concretely the concept of
principal contradiction from that of u countradiction locsted in the
foreground, To do this, let us teke the example of Sjunish society to-
day: the principal contradiction (us 1n every capitulist society)
places the bourgecisie and the proletariat in opposition to each other.
From this ewerges the great historic choice (the victory of socialism),
and also the leadership role of the proleturist in all countlewporary so-
cial progress., But that principal contradiction i1s not the one which is
todey situsted in the tToreground. This lutter is the one which opposes
to the Franco dictatorship the people, the apgyregate of the sntiwonopo-
listic strato end closses; it is o contradiction coaditioned in port by
superstructural, politicsal, more or less [leeting lactore; it inlluences
tuctics, the ways and forms which may be assuwed by the developwent of
history.

With these two concepts clarified, let us go back to Mao's work.
He writes:

"In tne process uf develiopment ol 4 complex thing, many con-
tradictions exist; among these, one 18 necessarily the principal
contradiction, whose existence and development determine or influ-
ence the existence snd developwment of the rest, For exswpie, in
cupitulist society the two opposing forces in contradiction, the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, {orm the principsl contradiction
s+ In semicolonial countries like Chine, the relatiouship between
the principal contradiction and the secondary contradictions con-
stitutes s complex probles" ([Note): Pages 32 and 33).
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Then Mao Taw Teny gives several examples.

IF un aet of juperiulint sgporession Luhes place, tue principal
coutradiction ia botween the country attacked and jwperialism, And sil
the otlier closs contradictions within thal eountry beeone scecondary.
Thus, during tue Uptom Yar in 1840, wnd ugaia during the var againat
Japan from 1931 to 1945, the principal contradiction waa Lhe same - be-
tween Chins, we Lhe coustry attached, asd 1uperialism, as the aggreasser.
LUae Tee Tung adda: “im wnother situation, the relutive positions of
comtradictions undergzo w change” ([Note]: 1d., page 33},

If there in no external aggressionm, “the internal contradictioss
become especially abarp" ( Note|: 1d., puge 33).

This way be reflected im the sutbrenk of revelutionary wura or "ia
the civil wary botveen the various reacticosry ruling blocs in Lhe semi-
colonisl countrien, as well” ([Note):r Id., page 34).

In those thoughta of Mao Tae Tung, the very concept of principal
contradiction becomes hosy and disappears. It wingles and bocomes com-
fused with that contradiction wvhich way momentarily be situasted in the
foreground. The result aw Liat Uie primcipel contradiction is no longer
determined by the objective lave of socinl development, by Lhe cless
niruggle during a given stage of history, but it is deterwmined in & wore
or leas arbitrary sanner, on the basie eof tacticsal cooventence, of more
or less trensitory, or wen accidental facts «= aggresnion by a foreiga
country, the attitude of this or taat wurlord, etc.

We can weo, mow, to what ecxteust Mae Tae Tung's concepta are di-
vorced from, aeparateud [row whal ia basic, the center of the Marxist ces~
ception of history and of politica: cluan relations, the laws of the
class wtruggle.

We bave an interexting exssm le of tue conceptunl conlumion on the
subject of tue principal contradiction in the Z0 points of Lhe Chinese
Comounist Party, appearing im its letter of 14 June 1963, and which it
sceks to lmpose an the pew live on the intersationsl comwunist movesent,
Ia point 3, we read:s

"What are the fundusental contradictions of today's werld?
Marxists-beninists have anlways copsidered them 40 be the follow-
tegr the contradiction between the socielist caup and the imper-
falist camp., == The comtradictiom between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisivu in capilaliatl countries, == The contrudiction between
imperialint countriea and betwoen monopelistic groups."

The first tuing that strikes us i1s that the Chinese comrades sre
forgetting & curdinel rule, formulated is the following teras by Mao Tes
Tumngt "o studying s complex process im which wore thsa two



contradictions exist, we must do our utmost to discover its principal
contradiction” (_Notej: Id., poge 35).

By defining as fundamental not one, but four contradictionsa, the
CCP leader ubolisznes the primordinl, priority position held by tie con-
tradiction between the sccinlist cuwp wund the capitalist cawp (Lhe in-
ternational expression ol the contradiction between proletarist und
bourgeoisie}., The result is the blurring, and even the obliterution of
o basic, fundamental thesis of the L1960 Duclieration by the Bl jurties,
to the effect that “the principal leature of our epoch consists in the
fact that the world socialist systew is becoming a decisive factor in
the development of human society."

The Chinese leaders' intention to play down the role of the so-
cialist system, snd, generally speaking, ol the proletariat, in the cur-
rent atage of history, becowes aven wore clear im the eighth point of
their letteor of 14 June 19683, which atates:

"The various contradictiona of tLhe contemporary world couverge
in the vast regions of Asia, Africe and Latin America." It goes
on to say that these regions "constitute today the prioncipal atorw
center of the world revolution..."

On this sawme point, the Chinese comrodes exploin that the revolu-
tionary cause of the world proletarist depends on the deéncuemént of the
strugrle in the forwer colonisl arews. The reverse of this statement
doea not appesr in the CCP document. This wesns that, in speaking of
the necessary alliance of tue socialist systew, the working cless move-
went and the pational liberation, the Chinese, in fact, give the prior-
ity position in the vanguard of thut alliance, us the axis and support
for the whole revolutionary process, not to the socislist system, but to
the national liberation wovements,.

From confusion about tihe coucept of fundamentsl contradiction, we
bave cowe to the de fucto negation of Marxisw's basic theory on thoe his—
toric role of the proletariut as the class called upon to bury the old
society and build the new. '

Let us avoid drawing conclusions frow such a partial exuwination,
and such a sumsary ome. Let ua liwit ourselves to putting on the car-
pet the question of whether the shortcowings in Mao Tse Tung's theoreti-
cal work (failure to understand sowe of the decisive phases of dislec-
ticsj; u tendency to dogmatize Marxism snd to undervalue snalysia of con-
trete situationsj a propensity Lo underestiwate objective factors oand
exaggerute subjective factors, along with the power of sloguus, etc.)
®ay not have created o favorable situatiou for the emergence of the vory
injurious positions into which the leaders of the CCP have nov fallen.



I18. Raghtiss roois of lefting

Can thin emergence, or oateblishasnt, of cencujlives which are oot
completely Jarxist be sitributed to omly voe pecson? Mhatl roots does it
bave? '

To answor this guestion would require an isvestigation into the
bistery omd cherscterastica of the CCF, a task which goes fur beyosd the
gouls of the yressnt article. We manll, therelore, linit ouraecives to
aketching certain aspects of which might be an saslysis of this aubject.

Map Teu Toug wes appoloted to tue head of the leadersbip of the
CCP im Jasuary 1933, at the extraordinery seetang of tae Dysni Folitburo,
that 318 Lo say, during oune of Lhe first stages of the kistorie Long
March nf the Chinese revolutionary troops. The mov leaderabip took the
place of & group described am "leftist,” which considored that the ful-
orum of Party uctivity ought %o be Lhe citivs, the working clasa.

Confronted with this comcwption, Muo Tew Tung lirmly and boldly
defonded the thesin that, ia Chius, the rovolution ought to be s peasant
revolutica, Lhat there should be & peasant war, that the villages ought
to encircle the cities,

The waploitation el Lhe gigantiec revelutiomsry polentisl within
the Chinose prasnat smsses was one of Mag Tae Tusg's great virtues.

Is 1839, in the pasphiet “Un the Appearsace of the Magazine The
Comaunist, Moo Tae Tumg wrote:

*the Farty waa now shle %o coordisste, directiy or indirectily,
the wrmed satrugele on Lhe netional scals with the struggle of ae
workera, with the struggle of the prosants — wvhich is Lhe soat
loportent — with the atruggle of youth, with the struggle of
m;.." ([Note]t Published in Peking in 1957, is Spanish, pages
16-17).

Moch Intur, im the COP Central Comsittes resclution of April 1945,
the folloving cxtreve statement was msade;

"Work in tohe villuge sust play the principal rele in tae
Cuinese revelutiosary @ovesent, sad work Lo the cities an auxili-
ary role” ([Note): Pasphlet, "Our Study and the Prusent Situs-
tiom," Peking, 1961, page Gﬂs.

Ia soveral ploaces in diw vorks, 4eo Tee Tung ineists oo the nec-
sanity of subordicating averyibing to the arsed struggie of the pessaat
LTI

Usatory, the facts == more powerlul than asy preconceived thesis
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— have demonstruted that, under China's conditions, the tactic of re-
lying on the arsed struggle of the peasant masses was the right one.
With that tactic, the CCP triumphed, it took power, even theugh we must
take into account other fuctors which contributed to its victoery, such
as the importunt assistance of tue USSH, which sssumed even greater pro-—
portions after the defeat of Japan.

Now, that apecific historic road travelled by the CCP', the fact
that it took form wnd developed precisely during o struggle in the
course of which "the villagea encircled the citiea," could not but have
s decisive influence on the internal socisl composition of thut Party.
The conseguence has been that, within the CCP, there is an overwuelwing
majority of peasants, with a relotively swsall number of workers, not
only among the rank-and-file, but among the leaders.

Den Siso Pin's report to the Eighth Congress states that, out of
10,7 million militants (U0 percent of whom joined in 1945, and 60 per-
cent after 1950, that is, alter the victoryg, there were: 14 percent
workers, 6Y percent peasants, 12 percent intellectuals, and 5 percent of

wiscellaneous origin.

(Note]: Op. eit., Peking, 1956, poge 84. Siwply for the infor-
wation, with no desire to woke oversiuplified cowparisons, it wight be
useful to indicate the social couposition of the Spanish Commsunist
Party in March 1937, in the midst of the war against Fascism, when, par—
ticularly in the People's Army, huge numbers of peasants had joined the
Party's renks. At that tiwe, it was wade up os follows: 35 percent in-
dustrial workers, 25 percent agricultural workers (or, altogether, 60
percent workers), 30 porcent pousants, 6 percent from the widdle classes,
and 3 perceut intellectuals and representatives of the liberal

professions.

To attribute these percentuges exclusively to China's econowic end
social structure would be fulse; there wus in China, even in the [irst
third of this century, a very numerous proletariat. In his work, The
Chinese Hevolution and the Chinese Communist Party, written in 1939, Nao
Tae fung wrote that in the citics there were then 12 willion wage-
earning workers, 3 million of whowm were in wodern industries. Thoerefore,
the determining fuctor for the ubove percentuges is to be found in the
specilic historical rond travelled by the Chinese communists.

For a long poriod, the leadership of the CCP was aware Lhut the
presence within the party of a crushing me jority of peasents involved a
serious risk that Merxist idevlogy might be diluted by infiltrations of
petty bourgeois coucepts. In spite of the fact that it is too loug, we
feel it is useful to introduce usere purt of the resolution approved by
the CCP Central Committee in April 19435:

"Semicolonial and scwifeudsal China is a country with an
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exccedingly wumarous petiy bourgeeisie. Mot only s sur Farty
surrounded watornally by this encreous social scrstua; but the
Party stauil in couguued of mombers, the lawense majority of vie
arv uf petty bourgeein oTiging, beosuse grest quantaties of petiy
bourgenia srevolutionary devocrats are secking the runke of ibe
proletariat, now theat the possibility of watablinliing & atrong
petty bourgeols party in Chima in outl of the gquesiiom, due to Lthe
great victory of Marxism-Laniniss tiroughout the verid simee the
Ocsober Revalution, due Lo Lhe social and pelitical conditione wa-
iating in China, and due particularily to the bistorical develep
went of the Kuominiang amd of the Comsunist Party. (p the otbher
hand, in viow of China's sconemic conditions, even Lhe sauses of
thn workers wod Farty seubers of worker origin way sesily become
covered with petty bourgecis wold. Comsequently, it is snevitsble,
and cught net Lo be cawse fur xurprise, that the various tioges of
tiy bourgwois ideology are frequently reflected in our Party*

[Notej: MNao Tee Tung, Our Study and the Current Situatiom, PFe-
king, L1001, puges S0-8i1).

LA LN

“Party menbivrs with a petly bourgeols revelutionary spirit
entur L orgasizationally, but mot ddeclogionlly, or, at any rete,
net completely, asd are habiteslly liberain, reformints, wnar-
culate, follovers of Bluagus, etc., under Lhe wantle of Marxiss
Leninisa) and, comsogquently, they are lucapable of leading to viee
tory netl only the [uture communiet wevemontl, but even the presest
movearnt of tue new dowocracy. Unloss Lhe preletariass an tde
vaoguard liraly maratasn s clear<cut line of dosurention bolvers
Marxinn-boniniss und the oulsodod Adeolegy ef the Party wesbers of
potLy bowrguols origiu, unless thoy cducato Uhewm severely but jo-
tiotly and correctly, sod unless they struggie ngetust that eut~
weded ideology, them net only will 1t be imosaible %o overcoes
that petty bourgeois ideslogy, bub the petily bourgeois elessats
will indubitably snaist on cianging the cesrecteristics of the
Tarty, tae charactertstics of (he venpuard of the proletariot se
cording to taeir own imsge and wppesrsnce, and on seizing costrel
of the Party, thus projudicing the cause wof the Forly and of the
peoplo. The wore contact Lue pelly Lourgeois siratus surrounding
the Party, the greater the wuabers of l'erty meslbers of petty deur-
geoin origin, the mure strict will tas Party's vigilsace have 1 B¢
over the parity of ala ranks, the reaks of the detachawat of the
vanguard asd of the proletarist...” ((Notej: Id., pages B2-—83).

The resplution ndde the folloving, on the subject of ideclogitsl
comceptions typical of the petty bourgeoin:

"The munnor of thinking of the potty bourgeois manifeats iV

solf bemically in bas subjectivism and voilateral approach to
probleswn; Lhat 1w, inetead of starting (rom sa objective and

-7 -



complete estiwate of the correlution of class lorces, the petty
bourgeois elewonts regurd as realities their subjective desires,
their iwpressions, and vain words, they teke a siugle one of the
aspects of reality for their totality, the part for the whole, one
trec for the forest, Tihe way of thinking ol these petty bourgeois
intellectuals, who are aloof from the practical process of produc-
tion, tends to be churacterized by their dogmutisw, as hus been
stated earlier, since these people have only bookish, and not prac-
tical kuowledge.,, Many typical petty bourgeois revolutionuries
long for & quick victory for the revolution, which will radically
chunge their present situstionj consequently, they lack the pa-
tience required for the prolonged eflort of the revolutionary
struggle they are keenly interested in 'leftist' revolutiouary
phrases and slogans, and in their feeliogs and their acts they
easily fall into the sectarianism of closed doors, and into adven-
turism" ([Nete): 1d., pages B3-84).

Alwost three yours loter, at the December 1947 weeting of the
Plenum of the CentralCommittee, whon already the CCP held power over
broad areas of the country, the danger was more serjous; it was empha-
sized by Mao Tse Tung in the follewing terms:

"Actuslly, wany landholders, rich pessants aud declassed ele-
wents have taken advantage of the opportunity to infiltrate the
Party. In the rural areas, they dowinate many organizations of
the Party and of the adwinistration, they offend and oppress the
people, and falsily the policy of the Party" ((Note]: The Present
Situation and Our Tasks, Paris, page 11).

With the triumph of the revolution, i1t wes iwpossible for that
danger, so clearly identified in 1945, to disappear. To sowe extent,
the conquest of power by the larty, the fact of its becoming the govern-
ment party, increased the dunger ol pelty bourgeois pressurces,

Tt would huve been logicsl, in that mow situation, to heighten vi-
gilance on that front. MNevertheless, juat the opposite happened. In
the resolutions and documents of the CCP, there is & cowplete disappear-
ance of concern for the danger which might be represcnted by the crush-
ing weight of the petty bourgeoisie within its own ranks, The problew,
80 sharply perceived in 1945, fudes away. ’

And this is not all., Lven alter the seizure of power, there was
no serious effort to define and reinforce the physiognowy of the Party
a8 the Party of the working class, or to root it firuly in the principal
centers of the Chinese proletariat. Den Siao Pin's report to the Eighth
Congress, while recognizing that there were no wore than 14 percent of
vorkers in the Party, said:

".vofor some time, no one was councerned with recruiting new
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weabers auong tho industrial werkers” ([Netel: Op cit., pege 61},

Objectively uponkiog, g ch attitudes un Lhusw could mot but facis
litate tiie incressu of petly beurgesis influvmcen withinm the larty. A
SUaATy exseinalion == bused exclusively om pubitshed documents — of
the CCI''a evolutica at this atage indicates that the risn of ita dia-
agrecetnts with the majerity of the tumsunist portien eolncided precisely
vith the bruxque change ia ite poelitienl line, n change which vocurred
without any decinlon by tho competent orgapizstions of the Party, withest
the holding of s congress (typical of the methods of the cult of persce-
ality); and & change which reflects that tendency towards subjectiviss,
adveateriss and Lepationce »0 clearly described in the 1045 resciutisa m
typioal of potty bourgecis ideclegy.

An exomple of tiua ohanze of course wan Lhe hasty creation of the
“communos,” & pelicy which, wfter ite total failure, the Chisese commun~
ints bave, in focl, had to abandon in recest Lises.

The eatablishoent of "comaunes" on & large scale wos decided upes
at ap sniarged moetiag of tue COF Polithure held in August 1USH at Pei-
taibel three monthe bafoere, im May, there hod been held the sccond aen-
sion of the Eighth Party Congrows, but this had taken no decinions vith
respect fo "coumunes."

The renclution of the sixth anasion of the COF Comtral Comaittes,
in Dececbor 1958, statns that the "comaunos' bad

"ahown the pevple...tho way for the gradusl transitien fros
the secialist prisciple 'to sach sccording to his work,' Lo the
comeuniat principle "to eath accordiag to his needs ** ([ Note]s
Docusenta of the sixth pesnoary meeting of the COF Central Comait-
ter, Poking, V080, page 15),

And It even statod:

"It :a certaianly wot fitting to neglect, or evem to prevesi,
the course of thnis gonlw-t. relegatiog comssnias to the die-
tast future” ((Kotel: Id., page 24).

It 10 obvious, therefore, thut the iatention was, by mecans of
Lhens "cosmunes,™ o undurtake Lhe transition Lo comsunias by using ae
the vasgueard force, not the working class, but the peusanta. They were
trying %o initiute Lthe transilion teo communisa in Lhe rural aress,
whereas there comtinued Lo be evenm capitalist, or semicapitalist, form
im the citios and in peart of indusiry and comserce,

In this ides of initiating the trannition %o comsenism by settisg
up in the countrynide wore or lems egalitarian forma of distributien (st
the coat of killing econowic stisulus aseng the peassats), without s
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poverful industrisl base cspable of insuring abundance, just as inm the
so-cnlled line of the "greot leap forward," which dewanded exorbitant
economic sdvances without tuking the objective possibilities into ac-
count, there came to the surfuce subjectivist truits, contrary to the
very essence of Marxist concopts, but typical, on the one hand, of petty
bourgeoas ideology, im all its various maniflestutions,

The prodominsnce of those currents in the leadersaip of the CCP
provoked the outbreak within it of a shorp ond violent internal astruggle.
The Chinese leaders do not speak much mbout it, but there are facts
which cannot be hidden.

An important tiwe to consider is the year 1959,

In December 1058, the sixth session of the Central Committee was
held. It wus the period of the greatest illusions. The countryside was
boing turned ioto "cosmunes” at an accelerated pace. Industry was in
the madst of the "great leap forward," For 1958, steel production was
set ot double that of 1858...

At that Plenum, Mao Tse Tung's retirement as President of tho Re-
public wus accepted, so that he could dedicute himselfl, swong other
things, to "the development of Marxist-beninist theory."

Eight montha later, in Aogust 1839, the eighth session of the Cen-
tral Comsittee was held. Dut the picture had changed greatly. The al-
ready published 1958 production [igures were modified (with the excuse
that they hod been exsggerated), as were the planning figures for 1859,
Between what had been anncunced for 1959 in Decewber 1958 and what was
stipulated by the Plepum in August 1959, the shrinkage was brutal. For
oxamplo:

18 million tons of steel had been prowisedj this was reduced to
12 willionm,

628 willion tons of grain hod been promised; this was reduced to
276 million.

5 million tons of cotton had been promised; this was reduced to
2.3 million tons,

These reductions, we repeat, are only those ecerging from u cou-
porison betwsen the Central Cowwittee resclution of Decewber 1958 aund
those of August 1959.

At the same tiwe, the Auguat 1909 Plenuw repeated thut the policy

of the "groat loap forward" was entirely correct, and launched & furious
sttack sgainat the so~called "rightistse."

- 76 =



What were they accused of?

Of criticizing the policy of the “great leap forward" and of the
" commaunes ,” by saying they were precipitute, illusory, unreal weasures,
inspired by subjectivism and petty bourgeois fanaticism. Yverything ap-
peurs to iudicate that these were comuunists wvho had a wmore objective,
wore serene, more acute vision of the situation and of the policy which

could and should be followed.

Radical, brutal methods of eliwination were used agajust these
coarades, beginning woatly im 1939. Many of them, including at least
one member of the Politburo, were discharged, exiled, jailed...

The liquidation of & broad sector of comwunist cowrades, many of
them combat veterans tewpered in many years of revolutionary struggle,
wan one of the internal preconditions for the adoption by the CCP on the
internal plane of a poth which estranges them from the aggregate of coe-
munist parties.

We do not wish Lo draw conclusions sbout such a complex probles oo
the basia of the points we have sketconed a0 succinctly. Our intention
is o wore wodest one: Lo ahow evidence that the ultralaftist verbal po-
gitions of the CCP have rightist, petty bourgeois roota; that beceuse of
a nusmber of historical causes, Lho petty bourgeois curreats have exer-
cized extraordinary influence in the larty, and that, ino the most recent
period, they bave become accentuated, ond have played an important role
in facilitating the process of estranging the CCP frow the principles of
Marxise-Leninisa.
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