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The INTRODUCTION t o the cour se , wh i ch cont a ins 

e t a ils of the rec omme ~da t io n 2 of t he Ma r x i st 

en i n ist Or ga ni sa t ion of Brit e in as t o the me t hods 

f c ::>nducting the cour se a n d i t s a ims , was pub l ished 

ith Cl as s One . 
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lass Five : The Pa rt y of the ~orking Cl a ss 
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l ass Ei ght: How Soc i a lism w~rks. 

l a ss Nine : Th e lrlorld Outl ook of Ma rxism-Le ninism. 
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Class F:1ur: THE STATE AND THE ROAD TO SOCIALI SM 

l ~ WHAT IS THE STATE? 

r As we saw in Cla ss One , tho machinery of force by 
which one cla ss ~ulcs 3!er the rest of the pcbple. 
In ca p italist s od i e ty the state is the machinery by 
which the capitalist class rules over the rest of the 
people. r ~ 

( 

2. WHAT ARE 'I'HE PRINCIPAL ORGANS OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
BRITI SH STATE ? 

The m0narch, thci H~us~ of Lords, the House of Coocm~ns, 
the judi c iary, the civil service, the armed f0rc~s~ the 
police, the B.B.C. and I.T.V., the Church of Englani. 

3, WHICH OF THE SE ARE THE KEY ORGANS OF STATE? 

The armed f ·: rce s and police. This is ~Jecause the 
key issue in politi c s is alwuys physical ?~wer, not 
pieces of ,aper, and tha armed forces and police 
(the latter f orming a ~ara-military force) possess 
physical p :nJer. 

4. EXPLAIN 11\lHAT IS MEANT BY THE STATEMENT: 
"

1 PARLI AMENTARY DEMOCRACY'' IS A FALSE FACADE V>rHICH 
CONCEALS THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE CAPUTALIST CLASS". 

British constitutionil law lays it down that supreme 
p0wer is held, not ~y the House of Commons (the >rg~n 
principally ass~Tated wifu the concept of "parliament
ary democracy"), ~ut 'Jy "the Queen in Parliamen~", 

' which is defined as the ~ueen t~ge. ther with the House 
of Lords and House of Commons. 

This means that t4e legislative power of the House 
of Commons is subject tJ the approval in most cases 3f 
the House ::>f Lords and in all cases :>f · the queen. . 
Further, legislation is subject to the "interpretation" 
of the judiciary, and can only be put into effect with 
the cooperati~n of the heads of the ci7il service. 

However, the monarchy, the House of Lords, the 
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judiciary a nd the he ads of the c i vil se r v i ce Rr e no t 
subje ct to a ny kind of de moc r atic e l e ct ion; thes e 
post s ar e r ese rved unde r t h e constitu t ion to r epre s 
ent a tives of the _capi t a li s t c l ass (and•pf ~he 
ari s ~ocr a cy , which is n ow irretr i evably ble nd e d wi th 
the ca p it a li s t cla ss ) . 

Furthe rmore , the key orga ns of the stat e -- the 
arme d forc e s, the heads of which are a l so dr awn from 
the upp e r c la s s -- owe their cons t itu t i ona l a lleg i a nc e 
not to "the pe ople" nor the House 3f Comm() n s , but to 
t he quee n . Thus , they ar e availa h l e t , ~ e us e d i n the 
quee n 1 s .·name to nde f e nd the cons t i tut i on" on be ha lf 
of the ca~it a li it c l as s . 

Thus , "par l i a mentary de mocr acy" is a f a ls e f acade 
which c oncea l s the r ea l app ar a tu s of forcibl e 
d i c t a tor sh i p of the capita li s t class . "Parli a me ntn i s 
a me r e "ta lking shop" to d e~e ive the mas se s. 

5 . IMAGINE THAT YOUR PARTY - - OF HONEST SOCIALISTS -
HAS WON A MAJORI TY IN THE HOUSE OF COMHONS I N' A 
GENERAL ELECTION . 1~1HAT STEPS 1JI!OULD YOU TAKE TO 
I NTRODUCE SOCIAL I SM CONSTITUTI ONALLY? 

Th e quest i on i s , of c ou r se , a h yp othe ti ca l one . 
The deve l opmen t of e l ec tora l op inion to the p oint 
whe r e s u ch a n e l ec t ion r esult c ould occur wo u l d 
c l early t ake e c ons i de r ab l e time a nd c ou l d ,har d l y g o 

• unnoti ce d by the cap it a li s t c l ass . Si n ce thi ~ olass 
h as contr ol r f t he s t a t e a nd will obviousl y u se a ll 
weap on s in it s p ~we r t o pr e .serve it s wea lth and 
exploiting r i ght s ( i n t he name , ~ f c ou r se , of 
"freednm" a nd "Ch r i s t ian civi l i sa tion"!) it would 
clearly t ake s t eps prior t o t he e l ec tion c onc e rned 
-- a lt e r a\ion of t he elec toral l aws and b ounda ries , 
outright banni ng of you r p art y as '' sub ver s ive ", e tc .' 
- - to pr e ve nt such an emb ~rr ass ing ou tJome . 

Le t u s assume , how~ve r, ~ba t by s ome ·mira~l~ 
of s tup i d it y tpe C?p it a li s t c l ass f a il s to t ake s uch 
preventive ac tion; 
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Ybur party must then hope that the queen will invite 
the leader of your party to form a g ove rnment. It has 
long been customary ftir the monarch to invite the 
leader of the majority party in the House of Commons 
to form a government, but there is no requirement in 
10nstitutional law for her to do so. 

~ . 
Let us assume, however, that she ta kes this step 

and that the leader of your party selects his provis
ional Mini~t ers . Before those can take office , they 
must under constitutional law, take an oath of alleg
ianc e to the queen. Since your e l ectoral platform must 
have included pledges-to demo crati se the state and 
remove it s undem~cratic organs such as the monarchy, 
the arrest of these Min isters on criminal charges of 
perjury is more than probable. Of course, if these 
t-Enist ers can convince the magistro.tes tl~t the ir 
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e lac t or a l pledges wero D fraud and that they b.a ve n,.o 
reo.l intention of interfering-v.rith the monarchy, they 
rilay be fc,und not guilt y -- but S 1J.ch a course of actior:1 
could hardly be undertaken_ by hOnest socialists. - And . .. c . 
when sufficient of your M.P. s have been legally _ 
imprisoned, your po.rty will no lon ger have a majority 
in the House! 

Let us, theref0re, assume another miracle - - that 
the capitalist class is too stupid to take any constit
utional action to prevent your party 1 s government from . 
taking offic e and that it introduces .legislation to 
take over the principal means .of production. 

Such legislation can only b e effec t ed with the 
approval of the House CJf Lords and the queen (the latter 
can hold ~p any legislation indefinitely), so that 
further miracles ~ould be required to bring this le ~ is
lation into effect . 

The capitalists may then appeal to the courts against 
such legislation, and the judges have power to "inter
pret" the legislation as they see fit. A further miracle 
is thus required to assume that ~the upper class judges 

c 
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"interpret-" the legislation as your party intended . 

Fur the.rmore , the carrying out of this legislation 
requires the ·cooperation of the heads of the civil 
service , who are als~ drawn fr~m the upper class, so 
that ·still another miracle is required to secure their 
cooperation in socialist legislati • n . r 

One mus't also assume yet an0ther miracle -- that 
duririg'all this time the armed forces-- headed by 
representatives of the upper class -- have remained 
passive and have taken no action t :) "save freedom 
and democracy" by taking over p ::> we:r on ..,ehalf of 
the capitalist class . That reacti onary mutinies of 
generals are not confined to distant countries is 
shown b y the infamous Curragh mutiny which led to 
the separation 0f N ~rthern Ireland from the rest 
of Ireland. 

Such a wholesale series of miracles does not occur 
in real life, and it is clear that the ~bncept of 
the constitutional trat siti ::> n to s~cialism is 
complet~ly absurd. 

6 . 1~THAT IS REVISIONISM? 

Not the creative bringing up-to-date of Marxism
Leninism in changing conditions, but the perversion 
of the fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism 
to remove its revo~utionary cbre in the interests 
of the capitalist c~ass . 

The puoli'cation of "The British Road to Socialism", 
the pr0gramme of the Communist Party of Great Britain, 
in 1951 revealed that this party had repudiated the 
fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism by --
among other serious errors -- preaching that socialism 
could be established through the mechanism of "parl-
iamenta-ry democracy". . 

With the usurpation of pnwer by revisionists in 
the So~iet Union following the death of Stalin, revis
ionism became openly dominant in the great majority 
of parties which had f a rmed the world communist move-

I 
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ment . 

7 . WHAT IS A POLITI~PARTY? 

An organisati on which represent~ the politica l 
interests of a social class . 

8 . THIS DEFINIT~ON ENABLES US TO UNDERSTAND .WHY: POLITIC·· 
AL PARTIES ADOPT PARTICUL4R POLICIES. For example, 
IN THE SECOND THIRD OF THE 19th . CENTURY, THE WHIG 
PARTY, UNDER THE SLOGAN OF "FREE TRADE" , STOOD FOR THE 
ABOLITION OF THE JUTY ON IfvTPORTED GRAIN ·(THE 11 CORN 
LA11'!S") , 1~JHILE THE [:£ 1"1Y P ARTY STOOD FOR THEIR RETENTION . 
1~THY WAS THIS? 

At that time the Whig Party repreBented the interests 
of the industrial capitalists , who wanted cheap import 
ed grain to keep down the wages of their workers . . The 
Tory Party, on ~he other hand, r epresented the inter
ests of the country landowners 3 ~ho ~aw such cheap 
imported food as a threat to their agricult11ral inter
es t s . 

g . THE BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM HAS BEEN DESCRIBED 
AS 11 ESSENTIALLY A T140-PARTY SYSTEf1I 11

, ':l]HAT IS THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS?--- - - --

The system is designed to give the electorate a choice 
at an election in practice between two l arge parties . 
Both parliamentary parties -- the collective M. P . s of 
each party -- base themselves on the undemocratic 
11principle 11 that they are in noway bound by decisions 
~ f their party c0nferenoes, and both sup~Jrt capital 
ist society . Thus, after an election, one of these. 
two largepart~.es f ~ rms Her Majesty's Government , the 
other Her Majesty ' s Oppnsiti t n (with a salary for · 
the Leader ~f the ·OppJsition!). \.Vhen, ·after ' a peri:;d , 
a majority nf the ·e lectors becomes dissatisfied withe 
the government of on~ party, this may be replaced by 
the other party at the next elect~on. The capitalist 
class would be happy to see this proces~ - of alternation 
continue indefinitely. 

-
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The syst em deliberately places gre at obstacle s 
in the way of smalle r parti e s: large de posits are 
forfe it wher e a candidat e do e s not obta1h a ce rtain 
proportion of the total vote; the r e is no proport
ional repre s entation, so tha t a party could obtain 
49% of the national vot e without s e curing the e l e ction 
of a single M.P.; T.V. propa ganda is r e stricted to 
parti e s putting up a ce rtain numb e r of c andidat e s; 
e l e ctors who are di s s a tisfie d with both partie s ye t 
oft e n r egard one of the m as "the l e sse r e vil " and 
vot e for it, on the grounds that it is imp0ssible 
for the smalle r party which the y f a vour torf~rm 
a gove rnme nt, so tha t a vot e for it would be "w a sted" 
a nd might indee d a ssist the "gr ea t e r evil " pa rt y to 
win the e l e ction by "splitting the vot e ". 

The British p a rliamentary syste m is thus clea rly 
de si gned to g ive the e l e ctora t e a choice in practice 
a s to which of two groups of capitalist p oliticians 
sha ll gove rn the m for the ne xt fiv e years. 

1 0 . ANALYZE THE STATEMENT: 
"THE STATE I N IVJODERN BRITAI N CAN TRULY BE CALLED 

A ' WELFARE STATE '"· 

It. mu s t be r eme mb e r e d first tha t the soci a l 
s e rvic e s had the ir ori gin, not in "humanit arian 
conc e rnn on the part of the capitalist class 
for t he i~ worke rs, but in the s pr ea d _of epide mics 
fro m the slums to the r e side nti a l areas inhabit e d 
by the uppe ~ cla ss a nd in the discovery at the 
time of the Boe r 1.<\Tar that 5 07~ of working class 
r e cruits to the army we r e me dic a lly unfit for 
milit a r y s e rvic e . 

. . 
E.xneri e nce , the r e for e , for~ ed tbe capitalist 

class to r ea liae ~0ng a go that _the stat e , a s the 
rna chine ry of the ir rule , had to t a ke sruch ac t i ori 
in the fi e l d of s oci a l we lfar e ~ s wo~ld en~ur e 
that · worke r s ha d the minimum ~f he alth ne ce ss a ry 
to work hard in the pronuction of surplus valu e 
and to fi ght the ir wars e ffe ctively . 

c 

This principle a cc ep t ed, the aim of the capitalist 
class has bee n to kee p the s ocial s e rvices down to 
the minimum ne c e ss a ry to fulfil this purpos e ~- -in 
particular to en~ure that b e ne fi~s we r e signific ~ ntly 

tt, less than wage s -- a nd to s ee that, as~ far as p ossible , 
0 the working s l a ss its e lf pays for the social s ervic e s 

it r e c e ive s (in many cas e s aft e~r a degrading means 
test) out of wage s (by me ans of t axation, insurance 
c ~ ntributi::ms, e tc.) . The s e p0ints have , :> f c ours e , 
been influe nc e i h y the class struggl e of the working 
class for an improve d standard of living, but the 
popular notirn that the social s ervic e s r e pre s e nt a 
redistributi on of income from the c apitalist class 
to the working class is quit e fals e : statistics show 
that the aver a ge wrirking class family pays con 2 iderably 
more in taxation , s ocial insuranoe contributions, e tc. 
than it r e c e ive s in t e rms cf all the social s e rvic e s 
combined. 

11 . 1<\THAT I S NATI ONALI SATION? 

The takin g over of an e nte rpris e b y the s tat e 0ut 
of private ownership . 

12 . IS NATIONALI SATION UN DER A CAPITALIST SOC I ETY A 
SOCIALIST MEASURE? 

Since the state in a capitalist soci e ty is the 
machinery of rule of the capitalist cla ss, national
isation is in no way a sociali s t measure : it r ep r e s
ents the transfe r cf an ent erpris e from the control 
of a single capitalist firm to the contr ol o~ the 
capitalist class as a wh0le. -

The most reactionary gove rnme nts h Rve carri e1 out 
measures cf nati onalisation, affe cting principally · 
the fields of communications a nd fu e l which s erve 
the capitalist class as ~ whole ( e . g ., the post office , 
railways, air lines, gas, coal, e l e c t ricity, e tc . ) 

The motive for nationali~ation is to provide .a , ~ ~ 

cneap and efficient s ervice in the s e fi e lds for the 
c 



bene fit of the capitalist class as a wh~le, and nation
alisation is Jsually carrjed out where private enter
prise is using monopoly p~wer to. charge excessive rates 
to other capit~lisi firms 0r where private e nterprise 
app e ars to be no·· long~~ ~apable ~f providing a 
reasonably : ~hE3at? and ef.fi.ci ent s e rvice. 

Whe n an ent erpris e · is na tiona lised by the capittl.l
ist stat e , the former· owne rs ar e usually ge nerou s ly 
compe nsat e d Hith st1:;>.t e .bonds bearing a fixed rat e of 
int e r e st; thts ensble s the m to continue t~. exploit c · 
the worke rs involve d at a ra t e of profit guarant~ ed 
by the st a ce. The boards which manage such nation~ 
alis e d industri e s are dominated by repres e nt a tiv e s~ 
of t he cap italist class (oft e n, inde ed, the forfue r~ 
owne rs, who r e c e ive high directors' f ee s i n addition 
to the int erest). ,Thus, as the worke rs in ns tional
ise d industrie s we ll know f rom · exp eri e nc e ; the cl~ss 
struggl e continue s within the m, but it is now 
nec e ssary for the workers t0 struggle not a ga inst a 
singl e priva t e manage me nt but aga inst the capitalist 
stat e . 

13. vJHAT IS STATE ri[Q NQ_POT Y CAPITALISM? 

With the de vel opme nt of monopoly capitalism, of 
imperialism, the capitalist stat e comes to be less 
a nd l e ss the mac hine r y nf rule of the capitalist _ 
clas s as a whole ; it be come s increasingly subord
ina t ecCtothe d0minan t clique o·f monopoly capital
ists, to be come the state machine 6f the financial 
_c::_li ga rchy . 

The imp erialist stage of the de velopment of 
c apitalist saci e ty a lso s ee s an immens ~ expansion 
of the st a te a pparatus, both in the fi e ld -o~~---
physical power --· now dir e cted not only again~t 
the working cla ss of the imp~rialist countrY 
conc e rne d, but also against non-monopoly c abital~ 
ists, the explp·ited pe oples . of the colonial-type 
countries and rival m~~opoly capitalists in othe~ 
countries -- and in the field of the regulation 
of e conomic, politi~~ l and cultural life. 

c. 

This great expansion is sometimes referred to as 
"so6ialist" in character, bU:t -"'" as we have seen with 
nationalisation .:.._ th"' re is nothing soc i a list what e ve 
abriut it. Ii is undert~ken in the interesti of monbpo 
capital, and that is Why ~aixis t- Leninists dall this 
development by the name of state monopoly capitalism. 

14. WHAT IS A CORPORATE STATE? 

A conc ept ~f the capitalist state pu t forwari by 
right-wing Ca tholic politicians. Its official aim is 
"to abolish class struggle" (i n fact, of courae, to 
try and r ep r ess it) within capitalist society by re~ 
placing "parliame nt a r y democracy 0 by a state which 
embraces within it~ machinery "corporations" c-ompos e d 
of enqloyers' ·associations, professional or·ganisatioris 
a nd tr ade unions, with the g~vernment ele cte d on the 
basis of the se "corp or a tions" inste ad of on that of 
political parties. 

The pre sent moves )f the Labour Governme nt to 
abo lis h collective. bargaining and e st ablish sta t y 
control of the trade union movement are , thus, move s 
in the direction of a c~rporate type of state . 

Whe r e the concept of a corporate state has b een 
officially put into practice, as in Portugal, it has 
been as a false facade to try and disguise the realit] 
of a fascist dictatorship. 

15. WHAT IS FASCISM? 

The open, terrorist · dictatorship of mQn Jpoly 
capitai-:-Tfi~name is de rived from the ''fasces"TI:-G'r 
bundieof sticks. the e mble m ~tf the Roman Empire that 
was taken over by the Italian fascist party. 

' 
A fascist party is recruited principa lly from . 

the midd l e class and f~om the lumpe n-prole t aria t (t~e 
degenerate, petty criminal strata of the working cla s 
but it is . finp.mced . bythe monopoly capitalists. and. 
armed by their armed forces. 



A fascist party directs its appeal demagogically 
to the most backward elements of the.working people 
(calling itself, perhaps, a "national socialist" party) 
and of the fuiddle class (claiming, perhaps, that it 
will "control Big Business"), but its main propaganda 
appeal is based on racialism and nati~nalism. It is 
used for the purpos e of trying to smash by force the 
organisations of the working people, as well as the 
facade nf 'q:,a..rliamentary democracy~ in order to r ep lace 
the latt e:;." hy an open dictatorship. which exertcs re
pres3ive control over every sphere of social life 
economic, polit-ical and cultural .. hTithin ~his. dictat
orship, the ~ascist party rules (often in the name 
rJf ar1 "infallibl3 leader") on behalf 'Jf m0nopcly 
c8.pital. 

~ 

16. WHAT IS A MI LITARY DICTATORSHIP? 

A stnte in Hhich the capitalist cla3s·rul~s 
by means of an open dictatorship exercised throu gh its 
armed fnrces (as in contemporary Gfoece) .c 

17. A CA~ITALIST CLASS ATTEMPTS TO IMPOSE AN OPEN 
DICTATORSHIP 1r.rHEN "PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY" NO 
LONGER FUNCTIONS SATISFACTORILY I N ITS INTERESTS. 
UNDER 1NHAT CIRCUIVISTANCES does it . attempt to 
organise a military coup and under what . 
ci cumstances DOES IT ATTEMPT TO ORGANISE A 
FASCIST COUP? 

This depends primarily upon the organised 
strength of the working class and its political 
preparedness to defend democratJc rights. If 
this is Heak, a military coup to establish a 
militarydictatorship may be all that is necess 
ary. But if this is strong, it is neces~ary for 
the capitalist ·classto organise a mass movement .of 
fascist thrigs in tirder to try physically to destroy 
the organisaticins of the working class prior to the 
attempted coup. · c 

c 

l8. IN 11'/HAT CONTEI'-'f PORARY BRIT ISH PO-LITI CAL ORGANI SATION.S 
CAN THE GERMS OF FASCIS~1 BE DISCERNED? 

Not only in ~he pomparati~ely small (for the 
moment) openly fascist groups (such as the "Bri,tish 
National Party"), but ·also in the Conservative: Party 
(the white racialism of Powell and Heath) and tre 
Labour Party (the 14ilson governmentL moves to 
establish state control of the trade unions). 

The germs of fascism can ~lso be discerned in 
certain groups of the pseudo-left, e . g., the coloured 
people's organisation~ which ba'se themse lves on "black 
racialism" and in certain maoist groups, which preach 
adulation of "the infallible leader, Mao Tse-tung", 
Hhich support the fascist - type "cultural r evolution" 
in China directed at the destruction of the Communist 
Party and the establishment of a military dictat~rship 
on behalf of the capitalist class, which supp">rt "black 
racialism" toge ther with Scottish'and 1A/e lsh "national
ism", Hhich adopt fascist metf1 ::> ds of violence against 
progressive organisations . One of the se maoist 
groups, the so-called "TrJorkers 1 Party of Scotland", has 
already dege nerat ed to the stage of presenting the 
Hitler-fascist coup in Germany as "a working class 
revolu t ion". 

19 . SINCE SOCIALISM CANNOT BE ESTABLISHED THR OUGH 
"PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY", HOW CAN IT BE BROUGHT 
ABOUT? 

Only by the working class building up its 
own machinery of force strong enough to destroy the 
capitalist state. 



20. UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES COULD THE WORKING CLASS 
ESTABLISH ITS PqJ_,ITICAL FJWER ?EACEFULLY? 

" ,. 
Thi1 has hap~ened anly in the exce~tional circ

umstances where ~he capitaliqt class has found its~lf 
with~ut an effec~i7e 3tate machinery 0f f)rce at its 
dispo~al capehle~ Jf resisting seizure ~f political 
r~wer ~y the K~rking class (as in Finland and Hungary 
at the cl0se of :the Fir::t World War). · 

l: 

In the~ry suth a peaceftl transition cJuld 0ccur 
in a c~untry where the capitalist class possess a 
state machinery ~f fJrce but finds itself isolated 
fr·>m f . .>reign ass:istance and faced Hith a HOrking 
class machinery ,f force t~at appears s l ~verwhelmingJ 

, powerful that violent resistance seems paintless. 
In su.ch circumstances the }.>0SSi1)iiity ee>uld exiqt 

1 )f "buying out" the capitalL::t class on a principled 
~asis ~ · 

This t~eoretical possibility makes it clear that 
th~ stranger the ~ apparatus lf revolutionary f~rce 
built up by the v.!orking cfass . the greater is the 
possijility ·(it is no more) of .a p8aceful transition. 
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The next class will be: 

THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS 


