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FACING FACTS.

RED FTAG WAVERS ARE INSIDE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF €HINA AT TOP LEVEL.

PREFACE,

Who does not know that the class enemy when he slithers, serpent like, into
our raniia resorte to many disguises to mask the poisop wkich he has come to
gpread? Ie it not obvious that when one clogk becomes threadbare, another ie
promptly donned on? The prigeipal monsters which the real left — the Maois:
left — must uwage war upon are, as we know, revisionism and dogmatism. Yet
many comrades preoccupied with hitting out ot the first have completely igno~ed
the second, failing to see Tthat many revisionist devils - urithing, twisting
vipers startled beneath an upturned rock.« have been forced to look for o nev

home and are increasingly figdiug it in the _phrasemongering hysteria, the
raucious chant of blind dogmatiswme

What precisely is dogmatism? Comruades should listen with especial care to she
words of our great leader and helmsman, Comrade Mao, for he tells us tha?

where our dogmatists -err ... i@ that, on the one hand, they do no¥
upderstand -that we have to study the particularity of contradiciion

and w the particular essence of things, that, on the other hamé, they
do not understgnd after knowing the common essence of things, we must go
Jurther and study the concrete things that hawve not yet been thoroghly
studied <.« our dogma}ists are lazy bones. IThey refuse to undertcie
any painstaking study of concreie things, they regard general truchs

as emerging out of the woid, they turn them into purely abstract
" unfathomadle formulas and thereby completely deny and reverse the normal
sequence by which man comes to know the truth.

In the statement before you, Comrade Arthur Evans proves beyond all reasonable
doubt that a dangerous dogmatism has crept into recent commentaries on the
Soviet inmswn of Czechoslowkia, a dogmatism which completely disregarde

Moo s adviee to examine the particular. Would comrades who had curefull
examined the facts'of the situation still declare that the .Soviet revisiomists
- bitterly reviled at the present moment by the imperialigt world - are guilty
of Jascist aggression when it is surely obvious that it was precisely to stem
the tide of naked reuetion that their troops entered Czechoslowakia in ite
first plaee? It is without gquestion revisionism to think of the Soviet
Krushchovites, in the face of repeated crime and treache~y, as supportes of
dMarxism -~ Lepinisms but is it not dogmatism — i3 it not a falsehood eve~ybit as
glgring = to iq&oﬁ-‘e the gulf, the sharp contradictions which separate the
world of revisionism from that of outright cupitalism, to simply ignore ihe
Jact that the Czeoh affair has.been a most severe sect back to the developing
Soviet = U.Se detente, and to overlook the most virulent opposition volced

by liberal reactionaries both in the West and within the revisionist bloc
itself?

Is it not o fact that o number of outright libegrals in the Soviev bloc iave
been punished by the revisionistg for protesting at the intervenzion, liberals
who we need hardly add, are the sworn enemies of the proletariat? Is it not

e



trua that cartain of the Dubchek cligque huving throun off all pretense
of Marxism hove esen diociplined by the Soviet revisionists and labelled
- correctly too! - counter revolutionaries, Zionist reactionaries and
supporters of the capitalist road? Who can then possibly conjuse fascism
with revisionism when focts like these are widely knoun?

What cannot be over-emphasised is the fact that revisionism, now in increasing
erists, assumes many forms, showe many faces and comrades must jfamiliarise
themselves with each and every one of them - for if we do not come to grips

with the particular nuance — how can we ever reach the truthful generality?

Did not Marx in his brillant studies of the French class struggle pay meticuluouss
attention to the precise position of such of the actors in the drama which

he so splendidly analysed? Why then do comrades ignore the fact -~ surely obuvious
upon reflection that the revisionist parties in France, Italy und Britain

were serisusly split by the Soviet inwvasiorn with the rank and file in many

cases supporting the Soviet action and the leadership , egged on by their bourgeois
patrons, expreasing vehement dissent? 4And not only among the rank and file

.uas there support jor the Soviet, East Germun, Hungarian, Bulgurian and

Polish intervention? Did not the wife of Muurice Thorez in the French revisionist
party and Hugh McDiarmid, the Scottish poet of the British C.P. come out openly
in support of the uction juken cgainst the Dubchek clique? If we are to

split our revisionist adversaries to tne maximum possible extent, doing @ll

in our power to win over their left wing, then :learly a careful crnalysis of
their particulcer attitudes is absolutely esseniials. For such is the Maoist waye

Dogmatism is o desease thut blights an individucls entire thought process if
not instantly checkeds. The Chinese intellectucls whom Comrade Ewans so .
properly censures in the statement before yom huve cleurly shown that ultra -
leftism or dogmatism does not hesistate to reuch doum to the gutter in its
attempt to justify views which are so obviously conttury to the truth. We
note with satisfaction thut the Chinese Foreign Office appear %o have recalled
at least two of their London representatives, Mrs Li Ching and Mr Yu Hang.

The suppert of the Chinese intellectuals for‘?oru;ked.ly an anti—-communist
organisation as SACU and one of its alliecs, the Reg Birch clique, ts unworthy
of men and women whose sacred responsibility it is to put Muoist politics

to the fore. As for the affair of the faked photograph, this is a matter which
- along with the other points Comrade Evans raises, deserves the most out -

" 8poken criticism from all who seeck earnestly to grasp and apply the unshakeable
truth o the thought of the great genius of our times, Muo Tse-tung.

DOWN WITH REVISIONISUH!
DOVN WITH DOGMATISH!

DEATH TO THE sasorfaﬁrs,of*fﬂz THOUGHT
OF HAO TSE TUNGI '

Jedie Hoffmn’
7 Portlund Place,
Brighton,

SUSsex.



OPEN LEITTER S0
CENTRAL COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY of CHINA

The recent invasion of Czechoslowkia by the armed jforces of the revisionist
blec, headed by the Soviet Union, has led to a Juror of discussion and
heated debate in all quartere, from all political circles. -

This is the second time that revisionist armed forces have crossed the frontiers
of another state on the plea that that stute was betraying revolutionary
darxism and was preparing to restore eapitalism. On the Sirst occasion,

the 1356 inwsion of Hungary by Soviet forces, the unity of the Socialist

camp uas maintained und the action of the Soviet forces, in taking swift and
merciless action against the Petrofi school of plottera, uns aceclaimed as
absolutely necessary.

In the overwhelming muin, the individucls and groups who sought to owerthrow
the Hungarian Socialist regime were headed 2y intellectuals and received the
support of the students in the higher institutionss A great many of the
students came from homes of former weclthier classes and since the teachers
came from the same background, the students from the working class and
peasantry were largely brainuwoshed. As we recall, the world bourgeoisie
screamed their hate for the action of the Soviet troops.

As Moo hus insistently pointed out, o revolutionary people can, under the
influence of reactionary leadership, turn into their opposite and support

the establishment of ar outright fescist regimee Did not the rewvolutionary
German working class of the twenties and early thirties turn away from Marxism
and become teols of the Hitler regime? The leadership of the Communist Party
of Germany failed to split the opposition, they treated the fascists ag a
blackly amorphous mass, yet, as we recall, within a short time of tuking
state power - being given it by German imperialism — the Hitler Jaction within
his party were forced to take murderous action against ihat section of the
party who were demanding anti - capitalist measures. Hou little has been
written on "the night of the long knives™ The bourgeoisie uant the event to
be forgotten and unfortunately, dogmatic Marxists”, thinking as blindly as
Trotskyites, have learnt nothing from the lesson that within classes exist
sub-clusses, all of whom find political expression.

It is the job of revolutionary Marxists, of the followers of the thought of
Moo Tse=tung, ™o go deeply into complex mutters, to anal se and study them
over and over again e.. not to draw simple conclusions which ure either _
cbsolutely affirmative ar absolytely negatives It is with this thought of
Chairman Mao's sounding through to us thut we turn to an-examination of the
- recent Czechdslowakian events.

EZxternal Contradictions in the Contemporary Worlde

There are in the world today three main contradictions: the contrudictions
within the outright cupitalist bloc, the contradictions within the revisionist
bloc and the contradictions within the Morxist=Leninist-Meoist bloc.
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Out of these internal contradictions spring external connections which
inevitably lead to three external contradictions: that between the outright
capitalist bloc and the revisionist bloc; that between the cupitalist bloc

and the Marxist-Leninist-Mactist bloc; and that between the revisionist dloc and
the Merxist-Leninist-ifaoist bloc. These basic contradictions are themselves
reflections of the fundamental antagonism which rests on clase struggle.

Some thoughtless people dislike the study of contradictions, and of antagonism,
they blur them over and are over anxious and Jrightened that "We might stir up
things” meaning that all Merxists should actMin o comradely manner”s e on
the contrary, believe with Mao, that the bigger the poster display the better,
and that sometimes it becomes necessary to aim ot the headguarters. We
etrongly oppose, as dicd Mio, the idea that M"the FParty can do no wrong” -

one of the propaganda tricks of Liu Chao Chi, who has earned the death penalty
times over.

It goes without saying that external and internal factors are closely linked,
one influencing the other. But for purpose of examination it is useful to
study them in their separateness as a clever General studies the component
parts of his armys for without such intimate knowledge, we reduce our Anowledge
of the general to phrasemongering formalisme. :

Let us briefly examine what happened at the end of the last world war.

The chief event uns the transfer of power Jrom the defeated Berlin-Rome—
Tokyo axis to the Wushington=London-ioscow axis. The victorious axis re -
divided much of the world according to the precise degree of power wielded, or
thought to be wielded, by the victorious capitalist bloc of Washington~London,
on the one hand, und the Moscow bloc on the other. Formal treaties came into
being and informal Munderstanding” also came into being.

Gormnay was dismembered and cven the territory previous to Hitler's conguests
were heavily altered in favour of the Soviet Union, Poland, France, and
Czechoslowkia. Capitalist Germany was split into two parts, an ostensibly
Socialist sector with roughly a third of the population and a capitalist
sector with the remaining two thirds. The Socialist sector recognised the
legality of the new Jrontiers while the capitalist sector has stated its
determination to regain the lands which it lost.

The Russian frontier was moved to the West, likewise the Polish Jrontier
which engulfed the highly industriclised German region of Silesias a transfer
of populations running into millions took places So much for a part of the
external factors arising out of the lust world war. In short, a new set of
contradictions emerged and must be carefully considered if we are to keep

in close touch with the reality of events which led to the recent invasion
of Czechoslowkice g :

" Is it not plain that history dictates the rapidity of the. development of
" any social system? Let us tuke capitalism. In 1500 Britain was c very
great world power, in many respects, the most powerful of all. In the ensuing
half a century Britain lost that position und by the end of the last world war -
by 1945 - the United Stutes uns without guestion by far the greatest of
~capitalist powera. But is the U.S. of todey in a position to dominate world
capitalism? No and a very emphatic nos. West Europe and Japan have arisen
out of the ashes of war and their combined industrial output is more than that
of the UuS. The struggle Jor markets, plus the anarchy of the system, is tearing
once again to shreds the so calléd unity of the capitalist campe
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WVest Germuny has emerged as the most powerful competitor in the

capitalist sector of the Europeun continent, so much so that the "unity

of the common market! stands in dreud of German competition, let alone
competition from Britain which hus a very large and well organised industrial
base, much brouder thon that of its continental rivals. The dictate ofithe
well=-being of national economies aluays takes precedence over the well-being
of world cc.pitalisme

Contradictions within the cupitalist world are endless with more and more

Young and raepidly growing economies beginning to enter the markets for

Jinished and partly finished goods; Brazil is a good exumple. The power of
modern technique to turn out goods is multiplying faster than ever before in the
history of the system and it is evident thot o mejor crisis of overproduction
is hastening with the spaed of a storm wind.

We have touched upon the external changes which have takan place within the
capitalist world of our immedicte time and have shoun that these changes have

led to contradictions which seek resolvement«" Is it not obvious that if one of
the najor external contradictions, that of frontiers, is resolved in Jawour of
capitalism that this would be ¢ serious blow to the revisionist camp, particularly
to East Germany, Poland, und the Soviet Union?

By setting doun this simple proposition we find thut’ there is no necessity
at this time to go deeper into the contradictions which exist between the
open capitalist camp und the revisionist campa

Whot of the external contradictions inside the revisionist bluc? We will
bring in history to help us illustrate. It is ohvious that there must be such
contradictions otherwise the Czech Jronticr would not huwve been violated by
the armed forces of other revisioniet countries. - The key to understunding the
main contradiction within the rebis’z’onisﬁ bloc rewoluves around the historical
Jormation of the Soviet Union which arose upon the foundction of a rewolutionary
alliance between the most revolutionary minded scction of the European
working class and the majority of the peusantrys This revolutionary outlook
of the Russian and Ukraine peoples uas conditioned by a heightening of the
¢lass struggle against the Czarist dictutorship of the preceding century, a
clasgs struggle as intense .and more prolonged than the struggle of the French
bourgeoisie against their own brund of feudelism culminating in 1789 This
Joct must be stressed: only the fertile ground of revolutionary Russia and
the Ukraine allowed the seed of revolutionary Marxism to be carried to full
Jruition under the communding genius of Lenine Only Lenin, because he uwus
workipy with history, because conditions were highly favourable to the spread
~ and acceptance of revolutionary ideas, uwas able to build o party of sufficient
strength to hold back and Check the growth of social democratic idease Later
Mao Tse=tung uwas to triumph Jor precisely the same Jevourable historical
conditions operating in China. g 3 . :

- To this very day the world bourgeoisie Sfind 1t very difficult to accept

“the fact that revisionism is restoring the capitalist mode of production in
the Soviet Unione They feel thot the ground is very shaky under.-the feet of
the Moscow cligue of usurpers; they have the feeling thut within the C.P. of
the Soviet Union there exists powerful "conserwative” group, only awaiting
@ favourable opportunity to smash Kosygin, Breghmev and co. to restore
nStalinism”. ]

The Moscow revisionists cunnot restore cupitulism swiftly in the Soviet Uiion

becuuse they must take into uccount the Sovict working cluss, the poor and

middle peusants. Mo Tse-tung has pointed out that the ideology of capitalism
Se



is deep rooted, that it may well take a century or more to uproot ib.

4re we expected to believe that the ideas of revolutionary Socialism
impregnated into the very lifeblood of the Soviet people through two mass
uprisings, through the lessons of war and civil war, through.the teachings
of Lenin and his comrade in arms, Stalin, have been wiped out in the Soviet
Union, that revisionism hus triumphed all along the line? This is not so,
otherwise there would never have been an inwasion of the Czech landss

The Czech revisionists were bent on returning to outright capitaliem at a
gallop. They uwere openly preparing to bring into being dual parties, while
the apparatus of propagande had already passed into the hands of the most
reactionary of the intellectual forces. The success of a right wing coup
dletat in Czechoslowakia would have strengthened the right wing within the
Fhat German and Polish parties. Capitalist prupaganda mounted to a storm, a8
the Czech crisis developed, doing all in its power to support the Czech
attempt wt swift capitalist restoration. The language they used against the
Soviet Union uas the language used in the days of Lenin and in the days of
Staline Yet there are comrades who appear to think that the antagonisms
between the ousright capitalist world and the world of revisionism have
vanished in ripples of minor contradictionss

The Fast German rewisionists had likewise to consider its working classe.
Although it is true that the Germun working class turned to Hitler and

backed reaction they did it with many a guilty consciences Chauvinism swept
the ranks of the young workers, those coming to maturity under the years of
the Hitler regime, but the older workers accepted Hitlerism without a real
struggle for the gimple reason that they were betrayed by the CePe leadership.
As Moo has stated plainly, without revolutionary leaderShip, the workers are
helplesse The Hitlerites chopped off the hecde of the most militant of the
workers, the rest — without leadership — drifted into opportunism and chauwinism
like a canker, ate into the very fibre of their beings. However with the
defeat of the Hitlerites the ideas of Marxism once again penetrated to Iust
Germany and, as the years rolled by, the working class could practically
compare their new life with that under the Hitler regime and with that under
go called democratic cupitalisme This new Iife was a better, o much richer
life, and it would have been still fur richer culturally if the trend within
the CuPe of Fost Germany toward revisionism had been altered and revolutionary
Marxist politics placed in control. It ia plain that the revisionist leadership
in Fast Germany had to take account of a working class with o greater.
watchfullness over politics -tham ever before. Excessively hasty action on the
part of the revisicnists, too sharp a swing toward capitalist restoration
would have been o uvéry great gamble? that is why revisionism in Eust Germany
"stauchly supported our Soviet comrudes’s '

So with Polcnd? fear of frontier chunge, of losing Silesia. of ¢ forced "with =
drawl to the Eust, forced the revisionist leuderhsip, ¢ lewdership which is to
the right of .tha%,);fJoacow,' tc ‘support Moscow and furnish troops for the crossing
of the Czech frontiers : i

As for HMungory: did the Hungarioans not taste the partial triumph of reaction
in 1956 when the streets of Budupest run red with the blood of revelutionuries?
Had not- the people been brought buck to their senses by the events of that
Jateful year in the history of Hungary? Reactionary triumph in Hungury would
soon make mince meut of most of the revisionist leadershipe Only ¢ few could
hope to escupe the terror of open rewction once uguin in the saddles
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