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".4. nation is a historically constitut~d, stahl'! community of 
?eo?l~, formed on the Qasis of a com~on lan~l~e~. tP.rritory, economtc 
lt!'e '!:.nd !)3ychological make-u!l manifested in a common Cl1lture". 

~·;arxism and !he .·rational :.<.uesti.on. by J.V.:>tali.n. 

"I t!'link that every ?opular revol'.ltion, . if it re::llly is a 1JO!.)ula.I1 
revol1ltion, is a constructive revolution, for i.t breaks up the 
old system and cons.tructs, creates a ne•.oi one. ()f course, there is 
nothine constructive in such revolutions -:-: if they may be called 
that - as take place say, in Albania, in the form of comic opera 
''risings'' of tril:le ~eainst tribe. Sut Marxil:!_ts never regarded such 
c~:nic opera ''risings" as revolutions. Ue are obviously not 
referring to su~h "risings'', but to a mass popular revolution in 
~·;hich the oppressed classes rise up against the oppressine classes''. 
Intervie\~ - given to the Fir~t American Labour Deleeation, by 
J. V .Stalin 3e;;>tember 9:th 1927. 

i•'hen J. V.Stalin spoke the l·~st - paragraph Albania had revived its 
language,carried through a revolution of national liberation in 
1912 and a boure;eois-d.emocratic revolution in 1924. 

There are some comrades in Britain who like to counteroose 
the ·.vords of 3talin to the ~ctual situation in a given 'country; to 
whom books, statements, periodicals etc. ·are more real than what ·is 
staring them in the face. 

Albania achieved national liberation after hundreds of years 
of enslavement, restored its national language and is nO\i building 
a socialist society. For thiS ~e can. be thankful that the Albanian 
comrades did not take J.V.Sta1in's opinion of Albania too seriously. 

Lenin and Stalin's writings both exhil:lit a very 90sitive attitude 
towards the right of nations to self-de-termination. Lenin, it is tru.e, 
says ''Given united action by the r.rreat-Russian and Ukrainian 
proletarians, a free U~raine is 90ssible; witho~t such unity, it is 
O'.!t of the question". Today, thanks to Chairman :•:ao Tse-tung, we 
realise that peoples' war by an op~ressed nation can succeed even 
in face of opposition froo the proletariat of the oppressing nation. ·-· 

't1"h~t concerns us now, however, is a particularly nasty 
hypocritical manoeuvre by Great-nation chauvinists who pretend, of 
C:)'.lrse, to be all in favour of the rights of nations to self- • 
d.ete.:-:::ination. ':::hey then proceed to argue that :·lales, ~cotle.nd, 
::: .:>rmtall, 3eneal, 3rittany, ~uebec etc. are !l21 nation:;. To justify 
their stand they ma~ce a joint ap;>eal to the words of ::italin and to 
the narro:o~ chauvinist ;>rejudices of the Znglish, French, Canadian 
or ?akistani people. 

So:::etime s the chauvinists proudly point out that o!',ll,Y :;!5A of the \ 
·.ielsh S';)eak 'Jelsh., . .3,1; ce the Zn~l~s~ ruli_ng class ~a~e spent nearly 



. AOO yea~s of opr>ression trying to kil'l the '•!e1.sh lan~;uage, 1t is 
:uecarkable that it exists at all., and a great tribute to the 
resilit:!nce of the ',ielsh people and the strerigth of the ·.:elsh 
character and .cul t~ire. · · · · 

One of_ the methods· ador,>ted was to force . ':ielsh pa,rents to send 
their children to ~nglish-speaking schools. If a teacher heard a 
child speak .telsh he made him '"ear a .•-Iooden co'llar called the 
··:elsh i~ot. The child could only get rid of this by !)assing 1 t on to 
anothez: child ~-tho 1~as heard speaking 1'7elsh, even in the playground. 
·.fuoever was wearing the '\\elsh Not at the end of the day received 
a beating. · 

The aim of ~nglish educat-ion ~ras thus to cultivate traitors 
a~ong the ~elsh peopl~, knowing that it is much easie~ to rule a 
country which is divided against itself. A similar device ":as 
adopted in Ireland. 

3ut even Nhere the ind~pendent ianguage .,,as killed, as in ~orm~all, 
the chauvinists still have the CO!funon territory and !)Sychological 
111ake-up to contend ·.d th. So they tend to fall back on the economic 
life. 

Nobody can deny that the · economic life .of Scotland is bound up 
'~ith Zngland., the economic life of 'Brittany is bound up with France, 
the economic life of Quebec with Canada. Uritil recently, the economic 
life of Sast Bengal was bound up with Pakistan. Pakistan oppressed 
and exploited East Bengal. 

In fact, very shortly after Stalin gave his _ famous definition, 
the economic life of all the small or ¥leak nations of the world 
became bound up Y~ith that of the great and powerful nations. It is 
therefore not surprising that no national liberation movement has 
found Stalin's definition any help at all in achieving its aims. 

Even in the Soviet Union, the Russian na.tion is far more equal 
than all the others. rhe Russian publication Soviet News prqudly 
pointed out on lOth October 1972 that "the Russian language .has 
become the . mighty implement for communication among the Soviet 
Nations", "the m:l,ghtiest of instruments for helping to make Soviet 
socie~y monolithic" etc. etc. 

The Chinese communists point out in Leninism or Social-Imperialism: 

"Now the Soviet revisionist ne1~ tsars have restored the old 
teara' policy of national oppression, adopted such cruel measures as 
discrimination, forced migration, splitting and im?risonment 
to o?;,:>ress and persecute the minority nationalities and turned the 
Joviet union back into the prison of nations.'' (P.2~). 

'' Jo..., the Soviet revisionist renegade cl iqu~ has s11l-)verted the 
socialist system, exercised a bourgeois ~ictatorshi? and 
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s~~atltut~~ n~tional op~ressiort for n~tional · equqllty and the 
j".l n.~le 11.·-t of the ~oare;eoi~ie for mrltual hel.? anll fraternity 
a:10:1~ tile nattonalt ties. No·.o~ that the proletarian basis, the 
soc:alist basis, of t~e ori~lnal u~ion has been discarded, ~ill not 
t:&e h·.1c:e ~ul ti-n:1.t1ona1 · ''union" unci er the rule of the bourgeoisie 
of a ne·>~ ty')e one. u:1.y ,undergo the same crisis and end in failure, 
as the "ustro-Hun.:;::.l.rian empire did in the ?ast?''. · (;.49). 

3ven in the ..:lt~lin era, \-!hen ereat developments too:t ?lace in 
the lal''lg-.lages and cal tures of the o:>pressed nations of the Soviet 
U!'lion, ·~•.lssian N?.s the generally acce?ted and internationally 
recognizell l::mgr.1age of the U. S. S. it. Ukrainian for exanrgle, was, and is, 
a kind of lingaistic ''frill" in addition to Russian • 

.rl. Je~-1ish · ·•nation", iHrobidjM, •1as set U? -in the ~'3oviet Union 
in 1929 on Chinese territory stolen by the Tsars. The . Crimean Tatars 
v1ere exiled fro:n the CrirJea. The entire East Prussian !JO-c>ulation, . 
v:or':!ers, peasants, ca?it:llists · and landlords, ¥~ere exiled fro:n E9.st 
?r..1saia after the Jecond ';Torld '.<far,. after t•-10 centurtes as 9art of 
Germany. 

The Soviet Union, led by Stalin, recognized Israel, a creation 
of 'riestern imperialism, hefore most of the po;:>ulation had got off 
the immigrant . ships. Israel· had at that time no common language, 
n~t it h?..d a lot of machine guns. 

So :::ach for J, V. Stalin's theory as a;>plied to modern times. '<:hat 
a">out Eneland? Is that a nation? 

By 1031 Zngland· had been esta'!Jlished '""i thin the ~resent borders, 
~-lith the exc e_?tion of Cumberland and ':fest:noreland. (Gumber·land and 
'..'estr..oreland ~·1ere added to ..!:ngland in 109~). ·~he ;jcots had been 
"Ju.sr-.ed ba ck into ~cotland, the :·/elsh into ·.'#ales, and the Corn:i,.sh 
into Cornwall. AthP.lstan, for example, an Enelish kinc, specifically 
evicted the ·Gornish residents of 3xeter in Zngland. 

0 0 3nc;land me ets all the necessary Sta.lin criteria. It is a 
histo:-ically . constit'.lted, stable com:r.unity of ;>eople, formed on the 
basis of a co=on la:13a3g e - :=:nt;lish, and a com:non territory - .,:;neland. 
7li.ere is a co:n.11on &;lOno?oly C?...?italist economic life anC. a common 
:nono?oly c~~ita.list and State-s?onsored calture. 3ut it still can't 
be a n-'ltion. i?or, says Jtalin (o~. cit) ''A nation is not merely a 
historical c~te.sory but a historic9.l c"'tegory l}elongi.ng to a definite 
e c>och, the e ;>och of rising c9.oitalism. The process of elimination of 
feu d-al is:n and deve lo ::ment of c a ili tal ism is at the same time a ~rocess 
of t he consti tat ion of ;>eo plc into nations. S•.lch, for. instance, '-~R.S 
the case in ·.iestern z:,.lro:_>e. '£he Briti.:h, French, ;}"!ri:lans, Italians 
anf. ot:"leC'S Here fo!"ned into nations at the ti::~e d' thP. victorions 
advun!;:e of ca-:>i tal tsn ?.nd its trium;>h over fenda.l d i. s uni. ty''. 

3ngland, forr::~d su'>stantially l)y l 031, cannot thf'rP.·fore he ~ 
r. ~ tion. :{eithPr can 'iales, Scotland, Gorn,•l:lll, flri.tt<~ny, the ~asquD. 
coun t cy, (;at!;ll oni::t, et:;. 1-:ho arE' f3'.ll ted hot b. "l:; the d~ .r1.n t tton en'i 
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by the ''deftnite ejoch'' condition. 

;t!l.vinG in mintl :Jtalin's ienorRnce of the sit~tatiortin · forei~ 
countries such R.S Albania, his arhitrB-ry and tln!):coved df'!t'i.ntti.on 
a!'l~ ''deficli te epoch'', a.nd the ~my in •:•hich he :=!.rl-)i trnri.ly 1·•:=!.iverl his 
o..,n !H'inclples in particular cases, it is no~ surr>risin,g that his 
definition has been commonly acce?ter. hy nr:iti,onal~chauviriists and 
others vho are no friends of nati.on:=!.l 1 i~eration. 

It is, therefore, i~portant for ~arxists to inve~tlgate the 
qrieins of nations. Zngels, in his book, "The Origin of the P~rnily, 
!.'rivate Property and the State" dra·.vs hea-vily on the research of 
,ewis :ienry l'lorgan contained in ".~.ne lent Society·• ( .l.esearches in the 
ines of Human .Progress froc Javae;ery through :3arbarism to 
1vili~ation). This book,·as ::ngels !JOinted out, "is ignored in 
.ngland as much as possible, and he ~I:.orean), is discissed wi tn 
aondescending praise for the excellence of his former 1•orks" • . 
Cven among i·!arxists, Horgan is kno1vn only by the extensive, but 
,aartial, use made of his resea·rche~ by Engels. · · 

Mo~gan defines a nation as ''an assemblage of tribes who had 
toalesced in a gentile society upon one common territory''. (?. 65). 

Morgan studied ho.., nattons ' came about both in relation to · 
"thenian, .toman and many other societies and in relation to contemporary 
lroquois society and found many conmon features. · 

"The plan of government of the .American aborigines commenced 
,..ith the gena and ended with the con:'ederacy, the latter beine -the 
highest 90int to ~:hich their governmental institutions obtained. 
It gave for the organic series, first, the gP-ns, a body of 
consan,guines having a cocmon gentile name; second, the phratry, an 
assemblage of related gentes united in a higher association for 
cert~in common objects; third, the tribe, an assemblage of gentes 
usually organized in -ohra tries, all the mem'l?ers of ':1hich sooke the . 
same dialect, and fourth, a confederacy of tribes, the !lle"llbers of 
which respectively spoke dialects of the S:'l.me stock lan,guage".(P.65). 

»The process of coalescence arises later than the confeder8cy 
in eentile society; but it ~~as a necessary a.s ••ell as vi tal stage of 
progress by means of lvhich the nation, the state, and ?Ol i tical 
eociP.ty were at last attained. Among the Iroquots tribes it had not 
manifested itself". (.? .138) • 

·rhe enonnous influx of Euro[>en.n immigrants in the 19th century and 
the massacres and clearances of the -~erican Indian population, of 
course, ensu.:-ed that the lroquois never develo::>ed into a nation. 

Ho:rgan also shows how, with the develo?ment of private property, 
the nation ceased to be organized on the old ~entile form and beean 
to be organised on the state form. :·:ot being a i-.arxist, hedid not 
clearly see that the transition to the state form is necessitated 
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h:t th~ need of tne propertyo..,ners to 9rotect their ~ropert:r righte 
!r:l••l th~ rest of tl11) !)eopl~. :ngels ln ''The Oristn of the :?amlly, 
!lr1vr.te ?roi)erty an~ the ~ta.te" E'.l?~lem•mta i·!ore'Jln on tht6. 

~·:?rt;;r•n orovt1es nn adeo:}.uate ex'l 'ln~>.t ton of ~o~ Enel::\nd became 
a n.l\tion by 10}1 ··1hen ''rist'lg ca?ltaliEm'' vas not ev•m a nasty gleam 
tn an entrepreneur's eye. . 

i>:organ ( ibtd p. }6~) points 01.1t th~tt "The Cel ttc braMh of the 
Aryan r~olly ret~1ned, ln the Scottish cllln llnn Irtsh Se?t, the 
or;antsation into eent~s to a later period of tioe thRn any other 
branch of the family, unless the .~ryans of India are an exception". 

As ~nge1e says {The Ortgin of the Family ?.153):-

"The oldest Celtic la"!S preserved for us etUl sho;., the gene 
in f~ll blooo. In Ireland, it is alive in the popular instinct to 
tr.is day, after it hRs been forced o•.1t of actuRl existence by the 
Zngltsh. It ~as in full force in Scotland until the middle of the 
eiGhteenth century, and here it also succumbed only to the weapons of, 
la·,,s and co11rts of the English". 

In :·i3les, too, the tribes had no chance to coal~sce into a natioa 
befcre massive intervention ·froz Sngliah armies cut short the proceaa1 

Nhat ~ngland did between 1066 and 1300 to the development of 
Irish, qelsh, Scottish and Corntsh nations la, of course, ~ 
~ compared to the activities of impertalts~ 1n the 19th an~ 20th 1 
centuries. 

~he 5wahili-opeakinG ~eople of Africa were s~lit up on purely 
arbitrary gro11nds between the vartous im9erialists. The ~eric~ 
!t>iiSLns "<lere decimated and confined to reservations. The Ben0ali. 
,eople were divided between India an1 Pakistan. The Zionist state 
o! :srael, backed by all the ~reat ?overs, except ?eo9le's China, 
evicted ?art of the Arab oeo";)le fro~ Palestine. 

All over the world, ~ith the decline of imperialism, 9eoples 
whose coalescence into natl.ona ~1as cut short, for one reason or 
anoth~r, are striving for nationRl self-detei"IIltnlltl.on. '·!hethor 
the1 succeed or not de?ends on t~e strength and resolv~ of the 
'90~1'! involved and in !)Jilrticular on whether it has a He.rxtet-Leni.nie­
?aTty of the proletarl.at, an army ~nder the leaderehlp of such a 
t;>arty, and a united front of all r~voltttionary clasSt'A a'!ld all. 
revolt!tionacy grOil()S under tht' le11dersl'\ip o! Bl.leh 'i ~llrty. 

As ·~hait,oan Y.ao said, on Kay ~Oth 1970:-

"A wea'.t nation can defeat A strong, a sml.lll nqtion c'ln defe!'l.t 
~ big. :'he peo~le o! a small c01.10t.ry can t:ertai:'lly dafe!l.t ag~~resuif)n 
~7 ~ big country, if only they dare to rise in st~g~le, dare to ta~e 
110 ar.ns and eras~ in their o~n hnnjo the destiny of th~ir count~. 
7b1~ iH a l~w of history". 
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:3uch e.r~ the o:1ly crltcrh ··•hi.ch h:ive tl) "'"" snttsfted for the 
emerGence of a na.t ton. Jtalin' s hotchpotch is redunclant. 

The fight for self-determination of nations is, in general, a 
fight ae;ainst imperiat.lsm, soc ial-tmpertalism and react ton. This 
ficht is therefore a component ;>art of the world · proletaria.n revolu.tion. 

However, cer~ain places exist ~here coloniotH ~ere sent by 
iaperial.tsm and colonialism. For example, colonists .,:ere despatched 
to Ireland to take over the land hitherto belonging to the Irish 
~eople, Even today weal thy English colonists throw their t-~eit!ht 
around in Wales and ~ormtall, using their economic po~:er and the 
backing of the Snglish establishment. 

Colonists went to Palestine, South Africa and Rhodesia. In the 
case of Palestine, the Zionist colonists became a majority by 
evicting the Arabs fro~ the best lands. If the Rhodesian Land 
Apportionment Act and the South African B:1ntustan ?Olicy work, it is 
conceivable that the Europeans could become a majority in certain 
areas of Rhodesia and South Africa, by the simple process of 
expelling the Africans from the best land and admitting thAm only 
as non-citizens to do the hard work on a temporary baste. Israel 
does this already to the Arabs of Gaza and the ''l'est Bank. 

Do the Northern Ireland Protestants, Zionist Israel, '·bite 
ahodesia and '1bite Sou~h Lfrica have the status of nations and, 
therefore, the right to self-determination? Or do Ireland, the Ara~ 
nation, Zimbabwe and Azania have the stat11s ofmtioris? 

Pairly obviously Ireland, the Ara~ nation, ZimhalJ~.,e and ,\zs.nta 
have the prior claim, being descended from the orieinal tri~es of the 
area. Joioreover, the Irish, ,~rllb and Black A.frican struggle is directed 
against imperialism, forms part of the world _prolntaria.n revolution, 
and only demands tha.t there be no special privileges for the 
colonists. 



On t::~ oth<>r hand, as a reo~1l t of lar£ely vcluntary !.:n.-r.ie.c:'ltion 
a.nd the voluntary ado~tion of a co'1'lc:on lan~uace ~n~lish-s?eakin~ 
nations have coalesced o~t of scattereu groups of settlers in the 
U.S.h. and ~ustralia, vastly o~tnurnberins the ori~inal irJ~abit~~ts. 

It is, ho.,~ever, no part of the role of this ?a;nphlet to say that . 
such and such ts a nation because of· such and such. 

O~r sol~ aim has been to set ~eople's national as?ira.tions free 
fro~ dogmatis~ and chauvinism, to leave the actual inhabitants 
ot a region trith the right to deter:nine that region's destiny. 

FOOTi-:O:'S 

·:re should like to thank comrades and friends in Corr.·-~all, Ireland 
a.."'ld 'JalP.s who have helped us tiith their suggP.stions and criticisms. 
I! 1-:e have not made use of all of them, it is because •·:e felt it •,:e.s 
tna~?ropriate for us to comment on ~articular strategy and tactics 
in this pamphlet. 

'I'his p'3.l:ll')r.l.et •~as written tn ::!:nglish not 'because !nglish is th• 
~ractical l~~BUage of communication, while ~elsh is the language 
o! ~oetry, Gaelic is the language of this, and Irish is the language 
of th"lt, etc. i:e should like to see this -oamphlet in other languages, 
but \·te have to counter 'left' national-chauvinism ~-~here it is 
stronsest, namely in ~ngland. 

naving said this we should like to hear your opinions and, 
perhaps, produce other publications e.mplifyine this qut>st'ion. If you 
want to receive our publications detach the perforated slip below 
and return to this address, ttith· or without an accompanying letter • 
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?rinted e.nd ;>u?lished hy The :=:tudy IJrou~, 
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