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uln,ru $_DIPILITION 9% A NATICH

"4 nation is a historically constituted, stahle community of
seople, formed on the basis of z common languaga, territory, economic
1ife =znd psychological make-up manifested in a common culture".

4jarzism and The Jational wuestion. by J.V.3talin,

"I think that every vopular revolution; .if it really is a ponulaj
revolution, is a constructive revolution, for it breaks upn the
old system and constructs, creates 2 new one, 9f course, there is
nothing constructive in such revolutions - if they may be called
that - 2s take place say, in Albania, in the form of comic opera
"risings" of tribe against tribe. But Marxisis never regarded such
comic operza "risings" as revolutions, Ye are obviously not
referring to such "risings", but to a mass popular revolution in
which the oppressed classes rise up against the oppressing classes".
Interview -= given to the Firdt American Labour Delegation, by
J.V.S5talin 3eptember 9th 1927.

“hen J.V.Stalin spoke the last paragraph Albania had revived its
language,carried through a2 revolution of national liberation in
1912 and a bourgeois-democratic revolution in 1924.

There are some comrades in Britain who like to counterpose
the words of Stalin to the actual situation in a given country, to

whom books, statements, periodicals etc. ‘are more real than what is
staring them in the face.

Albzania achieved national liberation after hundreds of years i3
of enslavement, restored its national language and is now building
a2 socialist society. For this we can be thankful that the Albanian
comrades did not take J.V.S5talin's opinion of Albania too seriously.

Lenin and Stalin's writings both exhibit a very positive attitude
towarde the right of nations to self-determination, Lenin, it is true,
says "Given united action by the Greast-Russian and Ukrainian 1
oroletarians, a free Ulkraine is possible; without such unity, it is |
out of the guestion”. Today, thanks to Chairman ¥ao Tse-tung, we
realise that peoples' war by an oppressed nation can succeed even
in face of opposition from the vroletariat of the opporessing nation. -

“h2t concerns us now, however, is a particularly nasty
hysocritical manoeuvre by Great-nation chauvinists who pretend, of
course, to be 21l in favour of the rights of nations to self-
determination. They then proceed to argue that Wzles, Scotlend,
Jornwall, 3engal, Brittany, Juebec etc. are not nations. To justify,
their stand they make 2 joint appeal to the words of Utalin and to
the narrow chauvinist prejudices of the =Znglish, French, Canadian
or 2akistani peobvle.

Sometimes the chauvinists proudly poiat out that only 25#% of the
Yelsh speak Jelsn. 3ince the ZInglish ruling class have spent nearly
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~ 400 years of oppression terying to kill the ¥elsh language, it is
* reparkable that it exists at all, and a great tribute to the
resilience of the Welsh people and the strength of the Velsh
character and culture. '

One of the methods adonted was to force ielsh narents to send
their children to Znglish-speaking schools. If a teacher heard a
child speak Jelsh he made him wear a wooden collar cslled the
“elsh Not. The child could only get rid of this by passing it on to
another child who was heard speaking “elsh, even in the playground.
Yhoever was wearing the Welsh Not at the end of the day received
2 heating. . ; .

The aim of Znglish education was thus to cultivate traitors
among the %elsh veople, knowing that it is much easier to rule a
country which is divided against itself. A similar device was
adopted in Ireland.

But even where the inaependent language was killed, as in Cornwall,
the chauvinists still have the comimon territory and psychological
make-up to contend with. So they tend to fall hack on the economic
life.

Nobody can deny that the economic 1ife of Scotland is bound up
with England, the economic life of Brittany is bound uv with Prance,
the economic life of Quebec with Canada. Until recently, the economic
life of Zast Bengal was hound up with Pakistan. Pakistan oppressed
and exdloited East Bengal. i i

In fact, very shortly after Stalin gave his famous definition,
the economic life of all the small or weak nations of the world
became bound up with that of the great and powerful nations. It is
therefore not surprising that no national liberation movement has
found Stalin's definition any help at all in achieving its aims.

Even in the Soviet Union, the Russian nation is far more equal
than all the others. The Russian publication Soviet News proudly
pointed out on 10th October 1972 that "the Russian language has
become the mighty implement for communication among the Soviet
Nations", "the mightiest of instruments for helping to make Soviet
society monolithic" etc. etec.

The Chinese communists point out in Leninism or Social-Imperialism:

"Now the Soviet revisionist new tsars have restored the old
tears' policy of national oppression, adopted such cruel measures as
discrimination, forced migration, splitting and imprisonment
to onpress and persecute the minority nationalities and turned the
Soviet Union back into the prison of nations." (P.22),

"Now the Soviet revisionist renegade clique has suhverted the
socialist system, exergised a hourgeois dictatorshin and
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suhstitutei aational oppression for national equality and the
janzle law of the kourgeoisie for mutual help and fraternity

mong the natlonalities. Now that the proletarian basis, the
socizalist basis, of tae original union has been discarded, will not
tae hugé multi-national "union” under the rule of the bourgeoisie
of a new tyje one day undergo the same crisis and end in failure,
2s the austro-Hungarian empire did in the o0ast?". (2.49).

Iven in the Stalin era, wnen great developments took olace in
the langaages and cultures of the ospressed nations of the Soviet
Union, .ussian was the generally accedted and internationally
recognized language of the U.S.S.d. Uxrainian for example, was, and is,
a ¥ind of linguistic "frill" in_addition to Russian,

A Jewish-"nation", Birobidjan, was set un in the Soviet Union
in 19238 on Chinese territory stolen b»y the Tsars. The.Crimezn Tatars
were exiled from the Crimea. The entire East Prussian pooulation,
workers, peasants, capitalists and landlords, were exiled from East
?russia after the Jecond ‘forld War, after two centuries as vart of
Germany.

The Soviet Union, led by Stalin, recognized Israel, a creation
of “estern imperialism, hefore most of the population had got off
the immigrant ships. Israel had at that time no common language,
but it had a lot of machine guns.

So rmach for J.7.5talin's theory as avplied to modern times. Yhat
avout England? Is that a nation?

By 1031 Zngland had been established within the oresent horders,
-iith the exception of Cumberland and Yestmoreland. (Jumberland and
‘estmoreland were added to 3Ingland in 1092), The Scots had been
vushed vzck into Scotland, the Welsh into Wales, and the Cormish
into Cornwall. Athelsten, for example, an English king, specifically
evicted the Cornish residents of Zxeter in England.

50 Zngland meets all the necessary Stalin criteria, It is a
historically constituted, stable community of people, formed on the
bzsis of a common language - 2nglish, and a commoa territory - sngland.
There is a common monopoly capitalist economic life and a common
monoooly capitalist and State-sponsored culture., 3ut it still can't
be a nation. For, says Stalin {oo.cit) "A nation is not merely =
ristorical category but a historical category helonging to a definite
enoch, the epoch of rising caoitalism. The process of elimination of
feudalism 2nd develooment of canitalism is at the same time a process
of the constitution of seople into nations. Such, for instance, was
tae case in Western Burone. The British, French, Sermans, Italizns
end others were forawed into nations at the time @ the victorious
2dvuance of cz2ditalism 2nd its triumph over feudal disunity”.

Zngland, formed: substantially by 1931, cannot therefore he 2
nation. Yeither can Wales, Scotland, Zorawall, Rrittany, the Basque
countcy, C=taioniz, etsc, who are faulted hoth Yy the defintition =nd
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by the "definite epoch" condition.

Having in mind Stalin's ignorance of the situation in foreizn
countries such as Albania, his arbitrary and unoroved definition
ané "definite epoch”, and the way in vhich he arhitrarily watved his
own orinciples in particular cases, it is nol surnrising that his
definition has bheen commonly accpv,pﬁ by nthonal-chauvinists and
others who are no friends of national lihweration,

It is, therefore, imvortant for Farxists to inveStigate the
origins of nations. Engels, in his hook, "The Origin of the Femily,
2rivate Property and the State" draws heavily on the research of
ewis Henry Morgan contained in "ancient Society® (iesearches in the
ines of Hduman Progress from Savagery through Barharism to
'{vilization). This book, as Ingels pointed out, "is ignored in
figland 28 much as possible, and he (uorgan) is dismissed wita
|ondescending praise for the excellence of his former works".
fven among Marxists, Morgan is kaown only by the extensive, but
gertial, use made of his researches by Engels.

Morgan defines a nation as "an assemblage of tribes who had
’oalesced in a gentile society upon one common territory". (2.65).

Morgan studied how nations came about both in relation to
&then1an, loman and many other societies and in relation to contemporary
Irogquois society and found many common features,

"The plan of government of the American aborigines commenced
with the gens and ended with the confederacy, the 1atter being -the
highest noint to which their governmental institutions obtained.

It gave for the organic series, first, the gens, a body of
consanpuines hav1ng a conmon gentile name- second, the vhratry, an
assenblage of related gentes united in a hinher association for
certain common objects; third, the tribe, an assemblage of gentes
usually organized in ohratries, all the members of which spoxe the
same dialect, and fourth, a confederacy of tribes, the ﬂoﬂbers of
which respectively svoke dialects of the same stock language".(P.65).

"The process of coalesceunce arises later than the confederacy
in gentile society; but it was a necessary as well as vital stzge of
progress by means of which the nation, the state, and political
gociety were at last attained. Among the Iroquois tribes it had not
menifested itself". (2.138).

Tae enormous influx of Zuropean immigrants in the 19th century and
the massacres and clearances of the imerican Indian vopulation, of
course, ensured that the lroquois never developed into a nation,

Morgan also shows how, with the development of private property,
thermtion ceased to be organized on the old gentile form and began
t0 be organised on the state form. ilot being a iarxist, hedid not
clearly see that the transition to the state form is necessitated
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hy the need of the propertyowners to protect their oroperty righte
from the rest of tHe people. Ingels in "The Origin of the Pamily,
’rivate Property anq the itate" suposlements Horgan on this.

Yorgan orovides an adequate ex3lanrtion of how Tnzland became

a2 nation by 1031 =hen "risiag casitalism” was not even a nasty gleam
in an entrepreneur's eye.

Morgan (ibid 0.363) points out that "The Celtic branch of the
Aryan family retained, in the 3cottish clan and Irish seost, the
organisation into gentes to a2 later period of time than any other
hraach of the family, unless the aryzns of India are an exception®,

As Ingels says (The Origin of the Family 2.153):-

"The oldest Celtic laws preserved for us still show the gens
in full bloom. In Ireland, it is alive in the papular instinct to
this day, after it has been forced out of actual existence by the
Znzlish. It was in full force in Scotland until the middle of the

eizgkteenth century, and here it also succumhed only to the weapons of,
laws and courts of the English”.

In Wales, too, the tribes had no chance to coalesce into a natioa
befcre massive iatervention froa Znglish armies cut short the processq

“hat Yngland did between 1066 and 1300 to the development of
Irish, 4elsh, Scottish and Cornish nations is, of course,
Z -+ compared to the activities of imperialism in the 19th and 20th
centuries. i
The 3wahili-speaking people of Africa were split up on purely
arbitrary grounds between the various imperialists. The American
Iniians were decimated and confined to reservations., The Bengali
sesple were divided between India and Pakistan. The Zionist state
¢ Lsrael, backed by 211 the Great Powers, except 2eople's China,
evicted part of the Arab veonle from Palestine.

All over the world, with the decline of imperialism, peoples
wnose coalescence into nationa was cut short, for one reason or
another, are striving for national self-determination., Yhether
they succeed or not depends on the strength and resolve of the
2209le involved and in particular on whether it has a Marxist-Leninisy
narty of the proletariat, an army under the leadershlp of such a
oarty, and a united front of all revolutionary classes and all
revolutionary groups under the leadership of such a »arty.

As “haivwan ¥ao said, on Kay 20th 1970:-

"A weak nation can defeat a strong, a small nation can defeat
a2 hig, The people of 2 small country car ~ertainly defeat aggression
Yy 2 big country, if only they dare to rise in strugsle, dare to take
us arms and grasp in their own hands the destiny of their countrzy.
<his 18 a law of history”,
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Such are the only crilteria ~hich have to he gatisfied for the
emergence of a nation, Stalin's hotchpotch is redundant,

IHS EPPE3T OP ILi2ZRIATISH AND SOT2IISATION

The fight for self-determination of nations is, in genersl, a
fight against imperialism, social-imperialism anéd reaction. This
figat is therefore a component vart of the world proletarian revolution.

However, certain places exist where colonists were sent by
imperialism and colonialism. For example, colonists were despatched
to Ireland to take over the land hitherto belonging to the Irish
people. Even today wealthy English colonists throw their weight
around in Vales and Tornwall, using their economic vower and the
backing of the 3nglish establishment.

Colonists went to Palestine, South Africa and Rhodesia. In the
case of Palestine, the Zionist colonists became a majority by
evicting the Arabs from the best lands. If the Ryodesian Land
Apportionment Act and the South African Bantustan solicy work, it is
conceivable that the Zuropeans could become a majority in certain
areas of Rhodesia and South Africa, by the simple process of
expelling the Africans from the best land and admitting them only
as non-citizens to do the hard work on a temporary basis. Israel
does this already to the Arabs of Gaza and the ‘Yest Bank,

Do the Northern Ireland Protestants, Zionist Israel, “hite
Rhodesia and "hite South <frica have the status of nations and,
therefore, the right to self-determination? Or do Ireland, the Arah
nation, Zimbabwe and Azania have the status ofmations?

Pairly obviously Ireland, the Arah nation, Zimhahwe and Azania
have the prior claim, heing descended from the original trives of the
area. Moreover, the Irish, “rab and Black African struggle is directed
against imperialism, forms part of the world proletarian revolution,
and only demands that there be no special privileges for the
ecolonists,



On the other hand, as a result of largely vcluntary immigration
and the voluntary adostion of =z common languaze Snzlish-syeakiag
nations have coslesced out of scattered groups of settlers in the
U,S.4, and austrzlia, vastly outnumbering the original inhabitants,

It is, however, no part of the role of this samphlet to say that"
such and such 1s a nation beczuse of such and sucn.

Our sole aim has been to set neople's national aspirations free
fron dogmatisa and chauvinism, to leave the actual inhabitants
of a region with the right to determine that region's destiny.

FOOIEOTS

‘Te should like to thank comrades and friends in Cornwall, Ireland
and Wales who have helped us with their suggestions z2nd criticisms.
If we have not made use of all of them, it is heczause we Telt it was
inappropriate for us to comment on varticular strategy and tactics
in this pamphlet. ,

This pamnhlet was written in English not because Znglish is the
oractical language of communication, while ¥elsh is the language |
of poetry, Gaelic is the language of this, and Irish is the languazé
of that, etc. We should like to see this vamphlet in other languages,
but we have to counter 'left' national-chauvinism where it is
strongest, namely in England.

naving said this we should like to hear your opinions and,
verhaps, produce other publications amplifying this question. If you
went to receive our jsublications detach the perforated slip below
and return to this address, with"or without an accompanying letter.
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