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INTRODUCT ION

;:-

This pamphlct represents a dcparture from the
previous practicc. of RED FRONT, ~inasmich as in the
past the journal, 'in kecping with the aims of the
RED FRONT MOVEMENT, hgs becen concerned with the
progress of the class struggle in Brltaln rathor than
in distant lands such as Chile. | :

Weo have taken the*step of publishing this pamphlet'
on the developmeht of the tragic countor-revolution in
Chile, however, preciscly because the lcssons of the
Chilean evonts arc of the very greatest significance
for. the British working class movement. S

Although a sem1-colon1al country w1th1n the sphere.
of 1nf1uence of US imperialism, Chilo has had a L
history of parllamentary democracy” not greatly dis-
similar from that of 'Britain., In particular, the
thecory of "peadeful, parliamentary transition to
socialism" put forward by the revisionist Chilean
Cormunist Party was basically the same as that put.
forward by the Comminist Party of Great Britain. since

1951,

True, . the Chilean Communist Party had greater
influence among the workers .of Chile than does the
CPGB among the workers of Britain, and it was a
partncr in the Allcnde coalition government. But it
must be borne in mind that the riseé of national
liberation movements in the colonial periphery of the
imperialist world and the steadily rising tempo of
contradictions between the rival imperialist powers
is in process of transferring to the industrially de-
veloped heartlands of imperialism violent class con-
tradictions similar in intensity, though different in
form, to those expcrienced in Chile.

Should the political situation in Britain make it
desirable, the ruling class of monopoly capitalists
may well deem it expedient to accord to the Communist
Party a similar role in the parliamentary facade that
conceals the state apparatus of force to that which
has beon occupied for so many years by the increasing-
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ly dlscredlted Labour Party.w~mlnm

If the streots of. .London . and Manchostor are not to
run, like thosc.pf Santlago and Valparaiso, with the
blood of the workers, .if the British workers arc to
takec the only road that leads to socialism -~ the road
-of preparing for. soo&allst revolution under the lecad-
crship of a steeled and dlSClpllned General Staff --
then the dangerous illusion of "pecaccful, parliamentary
trensition-to socialism", which leavcs the workers
disarmed before the unrestrained V1olen&e of the rullng
class, must be thoroughly exposed.- i

Until the worklng class in Britain, as’ elsewhere, ‘has
built up its General Staff in the shape of a Marxist-
Léninist Party equipped with a correct scientific pro-
grame of revolutlonary advance, no significant social
progress ¢ad-be made. The "peaceful, psrllamentary road
to socialism" is inevitably, as it .was in Chile, the
road to counter-revolutlonary whiter terror. a

These are the prinecipal lessons whlch all polltlc—
ally congcious workers must draw- from the traglc ovonts
in Chlle ¢

It is the aim of this pamphlet, which is based'on a
recent - discussion meeting held under the auspices of
the RED FRONT MOVEMENT, to press thcsc lessons home,
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THE "PEACEFUL" ROAD TO COUNTER-REVODUTION

When the PDpular Unlty Front government headed by”

Salvador:-Allende took office. in Chile in 1970 with

the partlcipatlon of the' Chilean Communlst Party, this
South Amerioan country beeame. for the. revisionist lead-
ers of the Communist Parties "the_great experiment",
which wouldidemonstrate the practicability. of their .
programme Oof "peaceful, parliamentary'tran31t10n to
socialism" it 'Tfrn

Marxist- Lenlnlsts usk ‘the term "revisionist" to

describe a politiecian who, while continuing to claim
his loyalty to Marx1sm-Len1nism,<has repudiated the

‘_301ent1f10 Marx1st-Len1nlst analy31s of the state as

to present its parllamentary facado ECE a geﬂulnely

use of in order to transform the. ex1st1ng 3001ety
constitutionally into a socialist society, ‘.

The revisionist theory of "peaceful; parllamentary

transition to socialism" is not merely an illusion; it
is a dangerous illusion since it has the effegt gf-dis-
arming the working class and leaving it.ihelpless . before
the violence, constitutional or uncanstltdtlonal of
the ruling class. :5._;Mr,efu_

~-democratic machine which the. worklng ‘people cah makeﬁﬁfyg;j

Soon after the Allonde government came-t£0 officefﬁ;,.

the organ of the Marxist<Eeninist Organisation of

‘Britain published an analysis of the situation in Chile

under the title of this pamphlet. It read in part:

LRSS "Although presented by the revisionist Communist

PR S
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Partics throughout the world as a shining exgmple of
‘Q'the peaceful road to socialism', thec Allende govern-
ment is in no way a socialist government of the
--working class: it reprosents the interests of the -
Chilcan national:bourgeoisie -- which sceks to throw
0TT the dominatipmiof U, imperialism in order that
it may itself exploat the ‘working pcople of that
- country. !

[RSR

Even from a constltutlonal point of view, the f
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Chilean Popular Unity Front government is in a pre-
carious position; it holds only a minority of scats
in the Charber of Depities. .. .. But the impossib-~
.111tonf ;t\attomptlng.tomtake-’the road to social=x
ism cven if it wished.to.ip demoenstratecd by the
fact that the armed forces rcmain in:the control of

- the most rcactionary, pro-imperalist section of the
rullng class and havce the power to stage a militar
coup t0 destroy the wholc parliamechtary system.
: Ofweourso, this last factor:-docs not make it
mposs1blo for the Chilecan working pcoplc to estab-
1ish socialism. But they can do so only by croating
their own revolutionary armed forcc to disrupt and
destroy thc apparatus of coercion which faces tham.
But 'to urge this course would involve rcpudiation of
'the pedceeful road to socialism! prcached by inter-
national revisionism, As Luis Corvolan, General

- Secretdary of the Chiledn'CDmmunist Party puts it:

,5‘~’To hold that armed ¢onfrontation is inevit-
“‘able implies the immediate formation of an
armed pcoplet!s militia. In the proscnt situ-
ation that would be equivalent to a mark of
- defiance to. thoxarmy' ('Morning Star!, December
i;°9th., 1970 Do ).

" ‘One can but agree with CorvsIan, however, when he
'“says"“““ |

“tWhat has happoned in Chile is not 1rrevers—
N 1blc' (ibid.; p. 4).

In. fact the 'peaccful road to socialism! in
“;Chilo, as: everywhere, is'Simbly the road to counter-
revolutionl "
Z‘BED"F'R"O"NT, July/August 1971; p. 19).

AThat events 'in. Chile should have followcd the course
forecasb:by Marxist- Ieninists morc than two years ago: is
duc to no mystical sgécond’ 51ght but to clementary o
Morxist-Tieninist analysis; ' Given the existing state
structurce in Chilc and the delnatlon of the working class
by tho pern1c1ousAmdoalogy of: "poacoful, constitutional -
advahce", this courasc of-events was bound to procoed;to i
“its bloody climax w1th all the 1nev1tabmlity of a Groeck

”tragedy. A




Semi-Colonial Chile

The statd of Chilc lics along the south-west
coast of South America, with an arca three times the
gize of Britain. Coloniscd from the 1l6th. century on
from Spain, thc majority of its 9 million pcecople are
of mixed Spanish and Amgrindian descent.

Chilec is predominantly a country of primary
production -~ of agricultural and pastoral farming
and forestry. Following the discovery of grcat mineral
wecalth at the beginning of the 20th, century, however,
Chilc 1s today a principal mining country of South
America; it 1s the among the worldts largest producers
of copper and nitrates, and also has rich deposits of
coal, iron and 0il, TUntil two years ago the mining
industry was predominantly owned by Unitcd States
capital, and in 1970 US investment in Chile stood at
some Z700 million. |

Industrial production is mostly small-scalc,
concerned with the production of food and clothing for
local consumption.

The country'!s cconomy is thus distorted along
colonial-type lines -- bascd on primary production
from agriculture, forestry and mining for cxport, with
industrial production held back.

"Although Chilc obtained its nominal "independ-
cnee® in 1818, it was for many ycars before 1970 in
fact a semi-colony of United States imperialism, ruled
by a class alliance of landlords and comprador bour-
geois dependent upon the US imperialists.

In 1925 a new constitution was adopted along

the lines of that of the United States, based on separ-
ation of powers, a two-house Congress consisting of a
Chamber of Deputies and an upper Senate, and a Prcsid-
ential form of government. Within this democratic
facade the ruling class sought to develop a two-party
gsystem of the kind which served the ruling classes

in the United States and Britain, based on the openly
right-wing and pro-imperialist National Party and the
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Christian Domocratlc Party, standlng offlclally for
"moderate soq}al reform"

In September 196l the candidate of the Christian
Democratic Party, Eduardos Frei, was elected Pr631d-
cnt for a 51x—year term.

, The 1970 Elecction

Muring Fr01fs Pr831dency the movement for gonulno
national indepéndence. rose to new heights. In the
absence of a Marxist-Leninist party of the working
class standing for- the organisation of armed national
liburatlon struggle under the leadership of the work-
ing class, the leadership »of this movement could only
be taken by the national bourg39181e_f- by that section
of the Chilean capitalist class the ceconomic develop-
ment of which was being held back by the country's
dependence upon imperialism,

By 1969 this movement had taken organisational shapec
by the formation of the Popular Unity Front (a coal-
ition of parties headed by the Tovisionist Communist
Party and the "left" social-democratic Socialist Party,
both.standing formally for "poacoful, parllamentary
t”an31tlon to socialism"). .

The new coalition adopted a programme d031gnod to
scrve..the interests of the national bourgeoisic, the
principal points of which were the nationalisation of
the -banks and . of largo foreign-owned companles.

“The loeaders of the Chrlstlan Déhseratic Party
sought to arrest the swing of working class and pctty
bourgeois support towards the new coalition by donning
a '"left" mask: it adoptecd a demagogic clection pro-
“gramme calling alsd for . . nationalisation of the
banks and of large foreign-owned companics!

When the Pr051dent1a1 election took place on. Sept-
omber Lth., 1970, the clcctorate. had a CthCG of three

candldatcs-_.

: Jorgeo’ Aﬂossandrl, standlng as &p;"Independent"
with the support of .the National- Party,;ﬁggw,- o

Bedomino Tomic, representing the Christian Demo-




. | | 5
cratic Party under the slogdn of "the Christian Loft";"
and;itg;.gﬁj;Lﬁ;fjﬂ;;h o o a

Salvador Allende, leader of.the Socialist
Party, representlng the Popular Unlty Front.

Progre331ve clectors who had rejected the openly
right-wing pro-imperialist candidatg thus had to Judge
which- of the sccond two candidates..was most likely o
to put the same (at least on ‘paper).;programme into
effect; on the basis of their expericnce of - six years
of Christian Democratic government, “the "gheater number

inclined to the candidatc »f the Popular Unity Front.

The result of the Pr631dent1a1 electlon was as
follows:

Allende: 1.1 mllllonﬂvotes (36 37)“
Alessandri: 1.0 million votes (3&.97)
Tomic: 0.7 million votes (27.8%).

Sincc no candidatec had rcceived an absolute
ma jority of votes, the constitution required that the-
election of the: President be carried out by Congress,
elected the previous year.: Here the Popular Unity .
Pront had only 70 seats agalnst 130 held by 1ts
polltlcal opponents.

" The clection of Allende was by no means assured,
despite the fact that he had obtained the highest num-
ber of votes on September Lth.

ITT Steps In

The United States imperiglists had no doubts
that the Popular Unity Fbont while it carried no
danger of. socialism, was qultc "goriinein its election
pledges to brlng about the nationalisation of foreign-
owned ~- which in Chile meant malnly US~owned -@~aem-
panies. : . | . :

Already (as became known laten s a reSult of

the 1ntra-1mper1allst struggles in the United States

manifested in "Watergate"), Harold Geneen, Prcsident
of the huge US "multinational™ monopoky International
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Tclephone and Telecgraph Corporation (ITT), had in July,
before the election, offered to William Broe, head of
the Latin American division of the Central Intclligence
Apency, "a subgtantial sum" if the CIA would intervene
to bring about the electlon of Alessandrl.‘wn -

LTter the election a further sorles of hlgh-
level mcetings on Chile took plage 1nvolv1ng Gencen,
John ‘McCone (former director of the CIA, now a
director of. ITT but re¥aining the post of "consultant"
to the CIA), Richard.Helms (the current dircctor of
the CIA), and Henry Kissinger (Special Adviser: on For-
eign Affairs to President Nixon). At these meetings:
Geneen offered the CIA a million dollars if it would:
undertake a programme of bribery, ecopnomic. dlsruptlon
and other actions leading up to a military coup that..
would either prevent Allende's installation as Presid-
ecnt of Chile or remove him afterwards. Nixon himsclf
sent a confidential memorandum to.the US Ambassador in
Santiago, Edward Knorry, instructing him to usec "what-
cver mcans“iic 1n your power" to assist such an opcr-

ation,

. The ITT's'lobbying -- for the moment -~ failed,  °
L majority of -the US imporialists, and of their depend-
ent ruling class in Chile itsclf, felt that it would be
tactically preferable to alienate a significant number
of its. supporters from a Popular Unity Front governmcnt
in office before taking steps to remove him -- either
constitutionally by impeachment if that proved practic-
able, or unconstitutionally by a military coup if it did
not.

On October 2hth., 1970, therecfore, thce Chilecan
Congress elected ‘Salvador Allcnde as President of 'Chile.
The deputies and senators of the Christian Democratic
Party,- rotalnlng for the moment their "left" mask,
voted for him. ~Allende then proceeded to form a govern--
ment drawn from the various parties making up the
Popular Unlty Front




Progre531ve Measures

SERIES The government began 1mmed1ate1y to put into
effect ita: programme of bringing the key resources of
the:: oountry under the control of the national bour-
geOls;e...Among the' more. important enterprises hation-
alised: between Decomber 1970 and September 1971 were
the:-banks -- both:i Chilean- and foreign-owned , the iron
ore mines (owned by the US:Bethlehem: Steel Corporatlon),_
and- the ¢opper mines (owned by the US Anaconda Company
~and-: the US Kemnecott Corporation). In April 1971

- state control was established over: foreign exchange
transactions. =

The government-also accelerated thc activities
of the Land RéfoPm Torporation -- set.up by these-v
prCV1ous administration but barcly actlve. ‘The corpor-
ations was instructed to take over 227 large estates
totalllng more. than 1 mllllon hectares for rcsale to

peasants.

Confrontatlon w1th the USA

The Allcnde government came into open confront-w
ation with the US imperialists not (at least . publlcly)'
over the right of a government to nationalise a
' US-owncd-enterprises, which the US government was
preparcd, ~iff grudgingly, ‘tb concedc, but over the -
quostlon of oompensatlon for such nationalisation. -

Until the natlonallsatlon of the copper mlnes L
in July 1971, the government had pald full compen- ., -
sation to the former owners. But in the case of the-;,;w
US copper companles, "Allcnde ‘declared that with. an .
investment of Z80 million they had rcaped profits.. .. |
of 21,566 million, so that 1n calculatlng compensatlon‘“
allowance shiould be made -for: "excessive: proflts"

e In Augusﬁ 1971 US State Dopartment spokesman .
Robert Mc(Closkey-said- that o~ furthor-US-loans-would - -
bc made to Chile until "satisfactory assurgnces" had
been given on compensation.

In October 1971 Chilean Controller-General
Hector Humerces announced that the excecssive profits
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made by the US copper companles had been calculated at
£378 million, so that no compensation would be paid to
the former ,pwners. Two days latecr US Secrctary of State
William Rogers said that this action "could jcopardise
the flow of privatc funds and erode thg base of support
for assistance" not only in relation to Chile but also
in relation to "other developing countries'". On October
22nd, Rogers” told #-meeting of exccutives of companies
affected by Chilcan nationalisation measurecs that the
US government intended to invoke the chkenloOper Amend-
ment to cut off all US "aid" to Chile unloss the decis-
ion not to pay compensation to the coppor companies was.
revoked

" The Alionation of the Poor Poasantry

- Despite the accelcration of the activitics of the
Land Re form Corporation alrcady mentioned, thc proccss
of "redistribution' of land to the poasants was held
up by thc hostility of the courts, while finance compan-
ies were unw1111ng to lond the purchase pricec to the
peasants most in necd of land. The recsult was that the
land reform provecd:-of benefit only to the richer pcas-
ants, and the. poor peasants began to take over somec of
the large cstates for themsclves. By January 1971 they
had taken over nearly 300 cstates as "squatteors",

Such "squatting" was in conflict with the concepts
of the rcvisionist Communists and the social~democrats
concerning "logal'isand "constitutional" advance. And
when the fulminations;pf the Communist and Socialist
Ministers about "illegal acts" and the need to maintain
"law and order'. wcrec . ignored, in Srptember 1971 the
government - ordered police and troops to evict the.
gsquatters and arrcst .their leaders.

The Allende government had succceded in following
"the constitutienal road" at the cost of aliecnating an
cssential basc¢ of its support, the poor pcasantry.




The Alicnation of the Urban Petty Bourgeoisic -

One of the main social problems in Chile under
the Allcende government was that of inflation. This
was caused primarily by the government increasing the
money. supply in order to mect its "legal obligations™
in-respect of the Z500 million a year nceded to meet
charges on the enormous forcign debt inherited from .
previous administrations and thc huge sums agreced as
compensation for nationalisation. : :

A further problcm was a catastrophic fall in
agricultural production, mainly as a result of cconomic
Sabotage by landlords and rich pcasants. Whcat prod-
‘uetion, for example, fell from 1,4 million tons in
1971 to 0,7 million tons in 1972, so that more than
half the country's whcat had to be importcd. The cost
of food imports rosec from Z180 million in 1970 to #joo
million in 1971. This not only aggravated thc govern-
ment!s forcign cxchange problems, but led to food =~ =
shortages and black-marketcering.

~.The position of the working class in this situ-
ation-was at first assisted o .somec extent by wage-
scales which werc linkecd to the official cost-of-
living index. But for the urban petty bourgeoisie the
situation became increasingly difficult and alienated
from the government many among this class who had ‘
Previously given it their support.

The alienation of the petty bourgeoisie from
the government was assistcd by the activities of some
organisations presenting themselves as to the "left"
of t%g Popu1ar Unity Front, notably the Movement. of
the flevolutionary Left (MIR) and the Organiscd Vanguard
o1 the Poople (VOP), which split .from thc MIR 1n
Undcr anarchist lcadership, the main activities of
these organisations lay in the fields of imdividual
terrorism. They were, for example, responsible for
the assassination in October 1970 of General Rene
Schneider, Commander-in-Chicf of the army, and for the
assassination in Junc 1971 of right-wing Christian

Democratic Party leader, Edmundo Pcrcz.
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The right-wing opponents of the government, of coursec,
presented these acts of terrsrism-as-induced by the-
"left- w1ng" ‘atmosphere engendercd by the government.

The Opening  of the nght W1ng>0ffon51vO

- By July‘l@?l th® leadérs of the Christian Democratlc
"Partz,decided‘that the alienation of the urban and

rural petty bourgeoisie from the government had proceed-
ed far cnough for it to be opportunc for them to throw.
of f their "loft" mask. At a by-clection in this month-
the party threw its weight against the PUF and in support
of the eandidate of the National Party. A minority
section of the Christian Democratic Party broke away in -
protest at this action to form the Christian Left Move-
ment (including 7 of the 53 CDP deputlos) which maintain~
ed support for the government.

_ In: JunUary 1972 two furthecr by-eleetlons werc held,
"and - the Popular Unlty ‘Front candldates were defeated in
both. . ,

The rlght wing now felt 1tsolf in-a stpong enough
position to openian offensive.against the government.
In Fcbruary 1972 the comblned Opp331tlon in Congreqs
passed a Bill :through-:a ‘joint session of Congress '
amending the" Cthtltutlon, rotrospectively to Octobér -
1971, to provide tHat no ‘enterprise could be partlally
or wholly nationalised w1thout a spec1a1 Act passed by
both Houscs of Congrcss.:- : ~

On April 6th. Prosident Allendc vetoed the constit-
utional amendment. This led to the resignation of two-
Ministers who werc members of a small party within the

e

'atgovernment coalltlon, the Party of the Rndlcnl Left

. (PIR). R

30 Mk el T

In May the Pr031dent1a1 veto was:ovorruledwby~Con-
gress.;rfu L 4= , ST

JL :::::
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The ITT Revclatlons

In March 1972 the position of the Allende gov-
ernment was strengthened somewhat by the publlcatlon
in the United States of the leaked confidential papers
relating to the ITT-CIA conspiracy of 1970, already
referred to. These revelations aroused such strong

public indignation in Chile that in the atmosphere
whlch followed President Allende securecd the passage
through Congress in May of a Bill nationalising the
Chilcan Telephone Company (in which ITT held a 705
interest).

The 1972 "Employers! Strike!

In Octobor 1972 thc right-wing offensive took a
new form in a nation-wide lock-out by the Lorry Owners!'
Fecderation, euphemistically referred to in the right-
wing prcss as a "strike". This paralysed the trans-
port of goods, and greatly aggravated the alrecady
serious food shortage.

By mid-October the Lorry Owners' Fedecration
lock-out was cxtended by short "strikes" of petty
bourgeois professionals, shopkeepers, pcasants, etc.

The lorry owncrs demanded as the main condition
for onding their lock-out the bringing into the:
government of representatlves of the armed forces.
On October 3lst. the government surrendered and
resigned. Allende then appointed a new cabinet in
which the leaders of the thrce armed serv1ces were
given Ministerial portfolios:. - .

- General Carlos Prats, Commander—ln—Chlef of
the army, as Minister of the Interior; - -
- Rear-Admiral Ismael Huerta ds Mlnlster of Publlc
WDPkS and Transports - and - . = e
Air Force General Claudlo Sepulveda as Mlnlster
of Mines. ‘

On November 6th. the lorry owners' ended the ir
lock-out after ncgotiations with General Brats had
conccded 9Q7 of their demands.
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The Foreign Policy of the Allonde Government

Faccd w#th the prospecct of the ending of the "aid"
from the Unitcecd States on which previous administrations
had depended and with the huge demands op foreign cox«
change by its acccptance of foreign debt charges and the
nced for incrcased fpod imports, the Allende government
sought from the odutsét to reclicve the situation by fost-
cring trade with, and obtaining "aid" from, countries
in which their ‘fellow rcvisionists held officec.

The government thus established diplomatic relat-
ions with Cuba, thc Democratic Pcople'!s Rcpublic of
Korea and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, as well
as with socialist Albania and other countries.

It signed trade agrecements with the Soviet Union,
China, Cuba and many of the countrics of Eastcrn Europe,
as well as with the DPRK and thc DRV.

In May/June 1931 Forcign Minister Medina Almeyda
made a tour of Ecstern European capitals and returncd
with credits totalling. £100 million, But the principal
sourccs oF "aid" werd China (#181 million betwecen .
January and Junc 1972) and the Soviet Union (%675
million between January and December 1972).

"In January 1973 Prcsident Allende recturned from a
tour in which he visited Cuba, Pcru, Moxico, Algeria
and the Soviet Union, and addrcssed the General Asscmbly
of the United Nations in New York.

The 1973 Congressional Elcction

Despite the events of 1972, dcspite the alienation
from the government of thc urban and rural petty bour-
geolisicy the Allcnde government retained the support of
most of the Chilean workers. Further, the Commander-in-
Chief of the army, General Prats -- holding the post
“second in importance to that of President Allende, that
of Minister of the Interior -- made it clecar that so
long as he was in command of the army it would take no
part in any unconstitutional action. |

It was in this situation that on March Lth., 1973U"
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cloctions wore Held for all the I50 s6ats 1in-the
.Chamberi.of Deputies and for half the 50 seats in
the Senate. - :

- The r1ght-w1ng opp031t10n partles, with whlch
ho Christian Democratic Party was now solidly align- -
cd, formed thcmselves into the Federation of Democratic
Partics, hoplng that they would now win the two-~thirds
majority in the new Congress required under the Con-
stitution to impeach President Allende. - .-

In fact, the association of the Christan Dcmocratic
Party with thc openly right-wing, pro-imperiglist
National Party caused many formcr supporters of the
CDP among thc working class to transfer their support
to. the Popular Unity Front. The latter incrcased its
sharc of the poll from 36, 37 at the Prosldontlal EET
cIection 1nm 1970 to 43 LL%' AP

HDWOvor, the Federatlon of Democratic Partlesff*"
received 54.7% of the poll, and the secats in the
Congress were distributed after the electlan as fol-~

lows: R

Seats -

T ggggber of DCPuE@?ﬁ

Popular Unity Frant
Federation of

Democratic PartleS° ;=~93¥V* ER 87i;fz,fn;¢@q
Othor partlos Y ) : " "r . 3 :": e NS . e
' Bcnatc
Popular Unlty Front “~;16f T 19
Federation of = ’.‘“f_d,;"’ Co
Democratic Part103°j 32 ‘+~,$£f - 30'
Other partleS°' S 2 LU :

Thus, despite tho reductlon in 1ts sharc of the
poll and in thc number of its members in both Houses
of Congress,uthe combined opposgition retaiped its -
majority in both Houses but failed to obtain the i
two-thirds maJorlty it hﬂd hoped for.,

Tho possibility of remov1ng President Allonde»mh
COnStltutlonalgx was postponed for several years.
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The Alienation of the Working Class

Fortificd byzthe increased vote reccived by the Pop-
ular Unity Front in the congressional clections, when a
ncw government was formed on March 27th. it _,was a purcly
civilian government.

Meanwhilc inflationswas procecding at an accelerated
rate -- according to official figures pricecs rosc by
85 6% in thce first six months of 1973 comparcd with 27.5%
in the first six months of 1972. The sliding wagec rates
now no longer kept pace with the rapidly rising cost of
living. Workers wcre becoming worsc off under the "soc-
ialist" govornment than they had becn under the former
Christian Democratic government.

In Novomber 1971 the "revolutionary" Primec Minister
of Cuba, Fidel Castro, on an official visit to Chile,
had told the Chilcan workers of the-nccd for "rostraint"
in wage claims. Now the workers could afford ™restraint"
no longer. They put in wage claims which excceded the
governmentts "anti-inflationary" levels, and when these
claims werce rejccted they went on strike. And in many

cases these strikes took the now traditional -- but
"unconstitutional” -- form of sit-in strikes.

On March 31st., 1973 the ncw Minister of the In-
terior, Gerardo Espinoza, warned workers that the gov-
ernment would in future "strictly apply the law in
regard to the maintenance of order" against thosc
who "illegally occupied" property.

But the strike movement grew, the biggest strike
at the El1 Tenicnte copper minc lasting from April to
July. Since this was now state-owned, Commmunist and
Soc1allst Ministers bc@an to denounce the strikers
as "seditious elements' When President Allende met
a delegation of strlklng copper miners, a joint
statement of the Contral Committees of the Communist
and Socialist Parties condemned his action and called
for "a firm attitude towards those who practlce
sedition™.

The Allende government had now alienated not only
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the petty bourgeoisie, but even the militant workers. -

The New Right-Wing Offensive f;’.:?j”,f\:

In May 1973 the fascist. organlsatlbn Fatherland
and ,Freedom issued a call for- -"direct aotion" to . .. ..
overthrow the .government. The administration theh' ,
banned meetings.and demonstrativns by the organlsat- e
ion, which went- underground and began to engage in -
tenrorlsm. :

In June- both Houses of Congress voted unanlm-
ously (government deputies and senators having walked
out of the Chamber) to suspend Sergio Bitar (Minister
of Mines), .Luis Figueros (MinisTer or Labour) and :
Orlando Millas (Minister of Economic Affairs), thus
constitutionally depriving them of office. In the
same month the Supreme Court decided to prosecute
Anibal Palma (Secretary-General to the government)
Tor having "unconstitutionally" issued a temporary
closurc notice on a radio station which had broad-
cast the fascist call for "direct action,. -

On June 2Lth. ‘President  Allonde warned agalnst
characterising the armed forces as "reactionary!,:w: =
contending that they were "a dynamic factor in. Chlle'S
development!. Five days later, on Juné 29th., members.
of a tank rcgimont led by Colonel Roberto Souper
and his cousin Carlos. Enrigte-(a leading member Oof- .
the fascist organisation Fatherland and Freedom)
surrounded and shelled the Pregidential’ palace, but
were dispersed after a throe-hour battle: by army units
under the orders of Commander-in-Chief General Carlos

Prats. . EESERC R

On June 30th. President. Allcnde asked COngress

to grant him emcrgency powers to déal with the
threat of counter-rocvolution. The Chamber of Deputies

rcjocted his request by 81 votes to 52, the Senate bygej
23 ¥otes-to 11, | _ o

-On July 3rd the Intervenclon Generabr(a body

functioning as a constitutional courton-the- Iogality

of government decisions) ruled that a simple majority
1n Congress was sufficient to veto any Presidential
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decree .

On JU1y‘?7th the Lorry Owners! Foderation rcnewéd
its lock-out, taking 75% of Chile's lorries off tho
road and 5~T but paralysing the transpory.of goods.
This soon,caused even gravor food shortages and serious-
1y disruptcd production. x When-the, governmont attempted
to requisition lorrics fbr essentlal services, thc own-
crs 1mmoblllsed them by ramoving cssentlal parts and

app01nted by ‘the goVernmcnt to dlroct ‘the requlsltlon—
ing, His resignatien was announced on August 15th.

Mcanwhile, on July 25th. President Allendc appeal—;i

cd to the lcaders of the Christian Democratic Party

to hold a "dialoguc" with the government. in aocordance
with their Prgsidential’ elogtlonrprogrﬂmmc galthelgst
chance to avoid’ civil waprl.-~After a fow days of tatks)
the Christian Democrat’ 1eadors demanded that reprcs-
entatives of the..armed- forces should be brought back
into the governmont :

On July 27thi, Captaln AFturo Araya, nide-de- -camp
to President Allonde, was shot dead by terrorlsts in
his home. A :

On August 8th., Pr081dont ‘Allendc bowed to the
demands of the leaders of the Christian Dcmocratic
Party. A "Government of National Sccurity" was formecd
including:

Admiral Raul Montero as Minister of Flnanco,

General Carlos Prats as Ministcr of Defoncos

Geneoral Jose Maria as Mlnlster of Landsg and . |
Scttlement and SR

Air Forco General: CﬁSar“Rulz as Ministcr of
Transport and Publlc WDrks.Aﬁ

The Chamber of" Deputlos thon adopted a resolution
condemning the government for "gystematic vioslption of
the constitution", thus providing thc prctext for tho
army to ovcrthrow thec government in the name of "de-
fending the constltutlon" -

LR S

T
4
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The Mllit&?Y Goup_

o n qugust 23rd., 1973 the .General Staff. of the
ﬁarmg*rcsolved that GoneraluCarlos Prats should resign
as Minister of Defence =--’ and also as.Commander-in- .
Chicf of the army on the grounds that the "onour" of
the army had been conpromisecd by his partlclpatlon in
a government which was acting'in violation of the Con-
stitution". Hoc :was roplaeed as C-in-C by General
Augusto Pinochet. .

On September 9th,., two days beforo the mllltary
coup, Nathanlel Davis, the US Ambassador to Chile,
flew back to Santiago .aftor a hurried visit to Wash-

ington.

. On Septembor 10th., thc Fenbagon sent a signal to
the US-warships lying off Chile's main port of Valpar-
also telling them to expect a mllltarz;coup withln 2l
hours. : . e

‘On Septéember 11th.; the army, on the orders of the
new Commander-in~Chief General Augusto Pinochet,
‘Seized powor in a military coup, and Allende was
mirdered in the burngd~out shell of his Pr631dent1al
Palacc." R T

On September 13th, the US Statc Department admlt—
ted that the US administration had known of -thé impend-
ing coup 48 hours before it took place, But- had’ glvan
no Warnlng to the Ghllean government. -

. -On -September l&th Goneral Augusto Pinochot, Com-
‘mnnder-ln-shlef of the army, was.: praclalmed "PPeSldent"
of Chllo. o . e g ~ |

- Dbanwhlle, the riew mllltary'd1ctatorsh1p had
banned all polditical pavtics which-had: supgorﬁ'& the
éllende<ggvornmenﬁ T Oogethot WITIE the tradc unipAsy —
had dissolvcd Congress; had arrcsted thousands of
active supporters of the former gavernmen¥ who had
not been butchercd out of hand; had becgun the burning
of "Marxist™ books; and had announced the preparation
0f' o new Constitution bascd on fascist corporations.
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"The Great Exporlment"

"The great experlment“ in Chile has ended, as it
was bound t8 end, in white terror -- imposed: virtuall:
without r931stance from the working peoplec as a resﬁI%
of their ideological and organisational’disarmament .
by the: theory of "poaceful, parllamentary transitlon
to. 5001a115m . ® : . i

et

- On April 19th,, 1972 Pres:.den‘b Allende told a mass
rally of workers in Santiago: - -

"In this country therc will be no civil war.
XS The disciplinc of the armed forces and res-
poct for: our Constitutlon w111 crush- -any - attempt
_at. sedition’.

. This statement, which exprcsses.the core of the
criminal deception of the Chilean workers by thelr
roV1slonlst and social~democratic leaders, is the{‘
cpitaph of ‘the Allende government. '

- That the revisionist leaders of the Communist
Parties put forward the absurd theory of "peaccful
transitlon to sociglism" not as an accidental mistake,
but as g conscious policy of. betrayal of the working -
class serving thc interests of Ifs class onemics 1s

shown by their refusal to draw the elemcntary ¢on-

clusions from the catastrophlc failure of "the great
experiment" &n Chile. o |

e - e e

But honest, politically consclous workers st - ;
draw those conclusions: that sbeialism can be achiev—'
ed only when the working clasg in esach. country has or-

gonised 1tself into a rovolutionary army under the -
lcadership of a dlsclpiined‘ﬁhrxis¥-Len nist Goneral

Staff which wi‘i’smaSB.ﬁhe stote apparatus ol frorco of

the ruling class in a social'st;revo<u§iggg,"

- o oo man ket e N armsmis ot o e Remema Tt S b re s em wt s mn o
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