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I N T R 0 D U C T I ~ N 

VT~is -pQ.rnphlot .. r,oproscnts _a-dflpn~tur~ i'rorn tho 
previous ·pruc·ticc .~o:r·~-j~ED FRONT~ ··.tno._smueh: as in the 
past. tho· jq~na_l.- in koo'ping witb .tbe -·aims of' the 
RED FRONT_ MOVE~NT,- h~ :boon conoer'ned. with the 
progess o:f t_ho olass struggle in Britain rather thnn 
in d-istant lands such as Chile. 

We have ·~taken tno~-~top of' publishing this pamphlet · 
on ·the development of' the tragic counter-revolution in 
Chile, however, precisely because the lessons of' the 
Chil9a;t eyonts nrc._ of' tho very greatost·''signif'icnnce 
fo·r. the ,British. working class movement·~ .. ·· · • '.· __ :- .·. 

· Although a scrrii~coJori.J.al :Q~o1lnlt,f:y_:wi~h.in the a·phe~o. 
of influo~co of. US impC;?,ria·lis~, ·Chili) has hnd ·a . . .. 
history·· of __ "pnrlJ.amon-tn~y democrti9Y"' not greatly ·dis
similar .fr-om that of::'B:r;i.tain~ ·In pll,rtic~lnr, the 
theory of "penoe.t\il:) p:nrliamentnry transition tb 
socialism" put fo:rwA~d by thQ revisionist Chilean 
Con;munist Par'f?y was ba.sically the same .as that put 
forward by the Communist Pnrty o£ Great Britain. since 
1951. 

Truo,.tho Chilen~-Cp~mu~ist Party hnd greater 
influence- among the worake~s.,-of Chile than does the 
CPGB ·among the ·workers of' Britain,· and it was n 
partner in tho Allende coalition government. But it 
must be borne in mind· that the ·ri·se· of national 
liberation movements in the colonial periphery of the 
imperialist world and the steadily rising tempo of' 
contradictions between tho rival imperialist powers 
is in process of transferring to the industrially de
veloped heartlands of imperialism violent class con
tradictions similar in intensity, though diff'crent in 
form, to those experienced in Chilo. 

Should tho political situation in Britain mnke it 
desirable~ the ruling clnss of monopoly capitalists 
mny well deom it expedient to accord to the Communist 
Party a similar role in the parliamentary .facade that 
conceals the stato apparatus of' force to that which 
has been occupied for so many years by the increasing-
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ly disc ro di to d Laho.tir._~~-P-~.:r._t.y::~ ·-....... ~~---. _. .· ... 
7: 

If tho streets-- of.,London. and Munches tor nrc not to 
·'- ••• ••• •• • ; • • • ' 7 • .•• 

run, -like thosc .. ,p.f S~1;1t~ago und Vnlparo.is9, with the 
blood of the workers~-- :if tho: British workers nro to 
to.kc tho only:'rbud .thut. leads to socib,lism -- tho road 

· o:f .preparing for, s.ocanl~s~ ~e.yolution under the load
or ship of a stooled· and disciplined General Staff -
then tho dfl.ngorous illusion of "poncoful, parliamentary 
transition· to sbcialismwr, which l•et'os the workers 
dis~rmed before the unrestrained violen4ii~ of the ruling 
class, mus·t be thoroughly· exposed.· .. : 

Until the work.iilg class in Britain, as·. elsewhe]:1o, has 
built up its General Staff in the shape of a Marxist
Leninist Party e·quipped with· n correct scientific pro
gramme Qf revoluti-bnary advance, nb ·signifi:cant social 
progrcs-s· 1 rcafi·1?·e··mude·. The· "peaceful, psrlib.mentary road 
to socialis'J:hn: is· inevitably, as· it·· was in Chilo·, the 
road to oDunt~r-rovolutionury whito':terror.;· 

. "' .. . ·, 

Those arc the principal lqss ons ·w~ich .. all po·litic
ally conscious workers must druw_fromtho tragic_ovonts 
fu ~i~. ' ~ 

It is the aim of this pamphlet, which is based on a 
rocen.t ~iscuss.ion mooting held under tho nuspi_ces. of 
the RED FRO_NT MOVEMENT-, to press tho so lessons homo • 
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===··=:: __ ;+_ ~=~-. .: -THE_:- "PEACEFUL" ROAD TO COUNTER-REVOLUTION 
,a •• '• • •' :.. ~-· .. , :.-.,,.-._. -~~-~ ......... ....,_ ....... ____________ _ 

-~.: ' ' \ .··. ' '. •' . - " ' ' ' . ~ 
When th~~ f..Opular Unit_y. Fron-t government headed by 

r· .• ••• ~ . ·.. . . ... . .. . ~ 

Salvador:;_.Al1lend_j)_ took office. i·n Chil.~ .in 1970, with 
the part:i.rlip~~ ton o:f ~}1e· Chilean Co~u-riist Party, this 
South Am~:r.i-dan-'country· became- _f'or the.- revisionist. lead
ers of the _cptfununist Parties 1'the gretlt-experiment", 
which would:: ·demonstrate the prac __ tic..o.-b-il:i1;y: _of . the~r . 
programme of "peaceful,-.... pa~:tt·ame®hr-y-:t·!aarisit'ioh to 
s ocio.lism". , . · · .. · - -. ~--~:_::::·· -- ..... 

::.J ... 
'' 

Marxist-Le;niriist_s.- ixs.e·~ ·th~ term "revisionist" to 
describe a politieiiirf_who, ·while continui_~g;-to claim 
his loyalty to Marx'ism-Leninism,-:·::fufs· repu-dtated the 
scientific Marxist-Leninist anal"ysis o.:f. --~he ·st-ate- as 
essentially the machinery of force_ of_ ~~cq~_ru11~g 1 q-;I.as_s --- ·.·· .. _ 

. to pros e:t;t its I? arlial!lentary _,.:(:;:tea~~- as-~ g -~--g~fi-q_iP,e_!y .. ---~ '~- ~ :. ' 
-----democra t~c mach~ne whJ.ch t:q.p_ wq-:rik:tng ·pe opl.e cia-n: ·make :~ ~- .... 

u·se of in order to transform theexi~ting s:ociety.."<:<~~ '-.~~:·_--. 
constitutionally into a socialist ·society't '--\: .. · ·. .. ~, 

~ ...... ~· .. : ' 

The revisionist theory of "peace~~-,- parliame'ritary 
transition to socialism" is not merely a:n illusion; it 
is a dangerous ilJ,.:usion since it has the ?f'f~HP:··_pf .. dis
arming the working c!ns s and leavi:q.g: i t.~~heJ:p'le~ss .. before 
the violence, constitut:ton\&1. or uti'constit;u\t-'ional,, of' 
the ruling class • · :::..::::::.:~; .. '~.:.~-::~-;;.\.i; __ : . .-. ___ ·. 

Soon after the Allq:Q,Q.EL .. gov:ernment _:.o.rime--:·to·- o:ffice ;---~.-:--~--. 
the organ of the Marxi.st~~wnlnist Organisation of' 

·Britain published an analy-sis of th'e si tun€ ion in Chilo 
undio_r the title of' this pamphlet. ;r:t read in part: 

· .:.-.L::.:.;~~ "Although presented by tho revisionist Con:munist 
Pa~tics throughout the wQrld as a shining example of' 

·_: 't!l:e peaceful rood to socialism', tho Allend·e~::govern
-m:ent is in no way n socialist government of the 

-:·working.class: it re~rosents tho interests of the 
Chilean nntiO.f1..aJ.[:o15o:U:~~9oisie -- which -seeks to tfirow 
ol'f the dominnt~rpn-rco'.f>'lJ.S,Jmperialism in order that 

,- it may itself e:x:p:l.olf~--~11¢:-~ w:o.rking people of' that 
•:-''-- ... _ country. 1 __ ,-.~.; · • 

.-rc~ ,;_ _Even .from a constitutional point of View, the 
'.1 ~··.f:~\ :: ~ ·:-~ . • .• - . .. ·., .: ~· .~ . ~ ·.·;. 
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Chilean Popular Unity Front government is in a pro
carious position; it holds only n minority_of scats 
in the .Ot~~or. of Dcpitics. ..- .•. But tho impossib
ility -~Qr_:_:t.t~ vuttompt .. ing..--t.o-.C-t-ak-e-- '--tho- road to s ocinl'1 

·ism oven, if it wishcd,:'-to :iJl domons~ratod by the 
fact thd t the armed- fore et:J · remain. in J;ho control of' 
tho most reactionary, -p.z:-q-irnpcralist. section of' the 
ruling class nnd have th.o powo::· to_ stage· n militnrt 
co11p to destroy tho wholq pnrl~amentnr.y system. ' 
.- '~---~---Of-~ourso;· this·inst .factor,·docs:not make it 
fmpossiblo _ f_or ·tho· Chilean working people to ostob
lish socialism. But th~y can do so only by cr.ootin8 
their own revolutionary armed force to disr'l:lpt and 
destroy tho. apparatus of coercion which .faces tham. : 
Bu.t::to tirgo this course _would involve repudiation of 
'the pedcci:ful road to socinli~m r· preached by intor
nqtionnl re.r.visionism~ As Luis Cqrvola.n, General 
.SQ_c-,rota.ry of .the Chilean Communis_t_ PartY' puts it: 

0 ••• ••• 

_ ·_.:: 'To ho.ld- that -armed ~onfrontation is inovit-
:; ··ablo ·implies tho immediate .formation of an ·· 
a~~od people's militia. In tho present situ
ntion that would be equivalent to a mark of 
do·fiance to. thoxnrmyr ('Morning Starr, December 

. ~- : 29t~•-,,· 1970~_',:P• 4}. 
· -· · One-- 6}:tn but agree with Corvo!'an, howe vor, when ho 
--_;:-:s:ays ~ _;. ·: · _ _~_ · 

• .• I J "of'\", 
! -- .. ,_ ..... 

· 'What has happened in Chile is not irrovers
. _iblo_! (ibid.; p. 4) • 

~ ,·: 
1 .L ' ... t · . 

I-n. f'.act, tho · 'poncoful_ r .. o.ad t.a ·socialism' . in 
. .i:_Chil~O.j_. .. :aEt:·evor#where, is simply the roo.d to counte·r-

v 1 t . ,n ro o u 10n. .. 

:IRED FRONT, :-Jt1ly/August,.·l971; p. 19). 
\,..' 4 _; • •• • 

~-That evcnts_,:in-: Chile :should have followed the course 
forecn:sf7-: by Marx.f.st-LO'niri;t:st._s _m,oro than two yonrs ago,. is. 
duo to no ·mysticti'l'··aBc:ond·':s.igh:t; but to olomontnry · - .. · 
Mnrxist'!".Iie'ninist ano.JJys~is i· __ '. Givc_n· .. the existing sto.te - . : 
struotur:o' in Chilo' tthd- '~-the· "dOilli~~:ti"ob of tho wJrking --cl:ns s 
by tho pernicious il!donlogy_ ·-ot-:. ·"po_qpo-ful, constitu,tio!f~l · 
advahco ", this cow so of 'o;vontrs wl:t's bound to proc·o.Q4-l- .t,o i 

>its bloody clirna.x with all tho iney_i:tability of' a· ·Groe·k 
~tragedy. ..\' ':tc :;;;__: :_ -,_l•.-- ::)-; __ :::T.c.!:,__ · 

~ ,:., ... 

-
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Semi-Colonial Chile 

Tho statd Gf Chilo lies along the south-west 
coast of South America, with an area three times the 
size of Britain. Colonised from tho 16th. ~ntury on 
from Spain, tho majority ·of its 9 million people nrc 
of mixed Spanish and AlflP.rindinn descent·. 

Chile is predominantly n C:)untry of primary 
production -- of agricultural and pastoral farming 
and forestry. Following tho discovery of groat mineral 
wealth at the beginning of tho 20th. century, however, 
Chilo is today a principal mining country of South 
America; it is tho among tho world's largest producers 
of copper and nitrates, and also has rich deposits of 
coal, iron and oil. Until two years ago tho mining 
industry was predominantly owned by United States 
capital, and in 1970 US investment in Chile stood at 
s~me $700 million. 

Industrial production is mostly small-scale, 
concerned with tho production of food and clothing for 
l~ca1 consumption. 

Tho country's economy is thus distorted along 
colonial-typo lines -- based on primary production 
from agriculture, forestry and mining for export, with 
industrial production hold back. 

·Although Chilo obtained its nominal "independ
ence" i.ri 1818, it was for many years before 1970 in 
fact a semi-colon of United States imperialism, ruled 
by a c ass a ~anco o an ords and comprador hour
goofs dependent upon tho US imperialists. 

In 1925 n new constitution was adopted along 
tho lines of that of tho United States, based on separ
ation of powers, a two-house Congress consisting of n 
Chamber of Deputies and an upper Senate, and a Presid
ential· form of government. l.Yithin this democratic 
facade tho ruling class sought to develop a two-pnrt·y 
system of the kind which served tho ruling classes 
in the United States and Britain, .based on the openly 
right-wing and pro-imperialist National Party and the· 
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Christian Democratic Party, standing officially for 
"modernt·c · ·soc.J.a,~·(·roform". 

In September 1964 the candidate of tho ~istian 
Democratic Pro'ty, Eduardo Frei, was elected Presid-
ent !'or a six-yc'~xr term. ~ 

Th~. 1970 Election 
'• 

ruring Fro its 'Pre sidoncy :t;he ·movement for gont1ino 
nat:ionol independence: ros:o t::>· new heights. In the 
absonce or a Marxist-Leninist party of tho w6rking 
clnss standing f·0r~ tho qrganisntie>n or armed nati::::>nal 
liberation struggle :under tho loade.pship or the work
ing class, tho ·leadership of th~s movement cnu.ld only 
be taken by tho nati·anul bourgeoisie -- by that section 
of tho Chilean capitalist class the economic develop
mont of which was being hold back by the COUntryTs: 
dcpcndonco·upon imperialism. 

By<1969 this movement had taken organisational shape 
b~· ·the formation of tho Popular Unity Front (a coal
ition of parties headed by tho revisiJnist Communist 
Pa~tz and tho "loft" social-domocra"t;;ic Socialist Party, 
both ,st.nnding formri.l~y for "peaceful,· parliamentary 
t·Fa~-s~~ion ta sacialism") • ·· · 

' . ' 

Tho now coalition adopted a programme designed to 
sorve:.tho interests of.the national bourgeoisie, tho 
principril points of.which wore tho nationalisation of 
··tt.p banks and of largo foreign-owned compa~ics. 

··The 1eader .. s. o·f- tho c!W1s.t'iri.n-·Pc'in5crri't-ic· ·Party 
so~ght to arrest the swing of working class and potty 
brYlrgeoia support towards tho new coalition by donning 
D. \l·left II InOSk: it adopted a demagogic Olcc.tion pro-

.. gra.mmo calling als:::> for • ·• nationalisation of the 
bq:'lks and of largo foreign-owned C:)mpa.pi.os! · 

MJ,en the Prostdential. election toJk place on Sopt
orrfoer· 4th·.,. 1970, tho electorate h,tld · ri choice of three 
candidato;B.: · '· · ··· · , · 

. . .. : . :. ::~~ :~ . . 

· - '.: . Jorgbj· A1.oss andr i:, st.tt-:ndin g as: C\..~~ }!:J:ndepo.ndent" 
with t;pe ·aupp:ort··~of>.;the ;_NULtr).qn_!tl.--PnrtM; ... , .. - - : ... 

. - .... . ... ' -·.. . 

yedomina T::>mic, representing the Christian Demo=--.;!, 

! 
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cr~·t'fc -Pqrty -~~~~t __ tho sl_ognn or· "tlie Christ-ian LO·ft u;-·--
and--:~_:>_. · ----~ --- _____ :::_~_: _____ -

. . .. ·' 

Salvador Allende, lender of:the Socialist 
Party, representing tho Popular Unity Front _ _. 

Pr~gressive ologtors:who had ·rejected"the openly 
right-wing pro~imperialist·candidatp- thus had to judge 
which of the second tw:::> candidatG:~-.:WU$ most :likely 
to put :the· same ·(at least on p·apo-:r:}_:r-pr-o-graw.ne into 
effe-ct; on the basis of their o.Jq)-€d:a-r.=onc·e·:·o-r··-stx years 
of Christian Democratic g:::>verljfuertt·; .. ___ the --:gre·ater number 
inclined to the candidate 0f the Popular Unity F:r_ont. 

The result 0f the Presidential election was as 
follows: 

Allende: 1.1 million votes (36.3%) ·· 
Alessandri: 1.0 million votes {34.9%) 
Tomic: 0.7 million votes (27.8%). 

Since no candidate had received an absolute 
majority of votes, the constitution required that the· 
election :::>f t-ho-:- President be c.arried out by Gongracss, 
oloct?d the provie>us year. Hero tho P:»pular Unity 
Front ho.d pnly 70 seats against 130 held by i_ts- · 
political opponents • 

. Tho election of Allende was by no menris assured, 
despite ·tho fact that he had :::>btained the highest_ ·num
ber -of:votos on September 4th. 

ITT Stops In 

Tho· United States imporio.~li.sts had no doubts 
that tne ·Popular Unity Fron~,>:whi~e it_ carried no 
dnngo.r: _of. sb-ciri1ism; _w11s qu:t~t-cF·-~onutn:c-·:·--tn its ol.option 
pledges ,t:::> bring about tho ._nntionalisntion o.f' fo·reign
owne:d '!'"-- whicl.l · in Chilo me o.:n t ·mo. inly us--owned -(it:- ca.em
pnnios. 

Already (as became known late~ Qfl n result of 
tho intra-imperialist struggles in the ~nitod states 
manifested in "Watergate"), Harold Goneon, President 
of tho hugo US "multinational" monopol:y International 
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Telephone and Telegraph Corporati~n (ITT), had in July, 
before tho election~ offered to· lrlillinm Broc, head of 
tho Latin American division of the Central Intelligence 
A.goncy, "n sub~tnntial sum" if tho CIA w:>uld intervene 
t:> bring about tho election of Alcsso.n.¢1,)?~-~, . .. . .. 

• f • ·• 

After tho election a further sorio·s., of high
level meetings on Chile took place involving Genoen, 
John "McCone (f.ormor director of the CIA, .now a 
director""'DI-ITT but ro't-o.ining the post oi' trconsultant" 
t:J tho . CIA)~ Richard ,.Helms (tho current· direc-t or of 
tho CIA), and Henry· Kissinger· (Special AdvisoP·· on For
eign Affairs t0 President ·Nixon). At these meetings , 
Gonoon offered tho CIA a million dollars if it would~ : 
undertake a programme of bribery, economic -disruption 
and other actions leading up to a military··coup that .. 
would either prevent Allende's instnllnti:>n as Presid
ent of Chile or remove him nft~rwards. Nixon himself 
sent a confid~ntial memorandum to.the USAmbassndor in 
.Santiago, Edwo.rd Knorry, instructing him ·t:J :usc "what-
over moans .. lio ,in your power" to assist such an opor-

'. 

Tho ITT's lobbying -- for tho moment -- failed.· . 
I1. majority of tho US imperialists,· o.hd of • their depend..;. 
ont ruling class in Chilo itself, felt thnt it ·would be 
tactically preferable to alienate n -significant number 
of its. supporters from a P:>pulo.r Unity Front government 
in office before taking stops to remove him -- either 
constitutionally by impeachment if that proved practic
able, or unc:>nstituti0nally by a military coup if it did 
not. 

Oil Oct:>bor 24t~., 1970, therefore, tho Chiloan 
Congress oloctqq.·'"Salvndor Allende as Prosident of, Chile. 
Tho deputies·' arid senators of tho Christian Domocrctic 
P-arty,·,.rotaining' for· the moment· their "left" mask, ·· 
vo'ted .. for him. ·.Allende then proceeded to form n govern~:·. 
mont drawn from tho various parties making up the · 
Popular Unity Front •. , 

... 
. ··- ..... - •. --· ·-. ~~ ~-. .. -- •i·-- -- .... ~ . 

! . . • ~ .. 

. . - .. ~~ 
. ··-- ~ .... 

.'"7i'' 
.cl!li1, 
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Progressive: Measures 

' ---- . 

. ·: ··' ',rhe,_ gove-;r_nment began· imme-diately. to put into 
effe_q-t ~t:s.:.p~ograrnme of bringing the ke·y re~9.l.:l.r..c.~s of ..... 
th_e~:::.C--o1.lptry under the c.ontrbl' of the national bour- · 
geoi~_~e.:. Among the- more· tinp·ortant. enterprises nation~ 
al~~.S)d:, between :Dec~ember 197:0 and September 1971 were 
the: banks .. -- both.: Chilean~ ·and foreign-owned· , the ii?on 
ore rn.ino.-s (owned by,-:bhe US-Be.thlehem:Steel Corporation), 
and~ :th.e -copper mines···( owned ·by· the US Anaconda Company·· · 

:.and:j:;ho· US·,~Kennecott Corporati .. oh)·~ In April 1971 · 
· stat~ control wa-s estab~i:sho"d .over ~:foreign exchange 
transactions. 

The gc;>v_q;rp.mont ··also accelerated' th~ ._f3...~~t..ivities 
of the. Land-_"ReTOfiflt"V6rt>"or-at1ori-··::.--·-s-ei;···UP~-by t~e :. 
proviotls admipis.trq.~ipn but barely ac~ive. :The corpor
ations "w~s inst:r.ucted'_.to take over .227 largo. estates 
totalling more.than 1 mil:I.ion hectares forresalo to 
poasfirits. ·. ·· · · · · --

Confrontation with tho USA 
... :· . ~-~!1i': .. 

Tho Allende govornrnont camo into open·cgn:rront-
ation with the US imperiali~ts not (at least ·.:pub1iply) 
over tho right of a government to nationalise a · 
US-owned· enterprises, which· tho US government· was 
prop~:rod, ·if. grUdgingly; ~.t:b oconcodo, but ovor ·tho 
quo~tion:_of. compensation for such. nationalisation·. 

~, .. 'untii-~thc natiohalisntion of tho copper mines ... 
in Ju~y ·1.971,, the govri'rnrnont bad paid full c.ompen:- , 
satiori t.o the .former owners. But in the cas.o of· the :_. 
US copper 9-omp·anios,. Allende 'declared that with~:.an· -.· _,. 
investment ··or· $80 millio~ they had reaped profits_.·· : · ·. 
of $1,566 million, so that in calcu-lating compensation'
allowanGo.- _ sh:ould be mado <Cor "oxcossivo ··profitsV .• · 

-~-~----~ I!!-~~'Augt}at l97i us. ,St;~to Department spokesman . '· 
Robert Mc~dloskey---a~rid-- tha:t---rle--·- furt-h-or--··US·--·lo-a.r'l"s--~-woul-d-·- ---·-· 
be made to dhife until "satisfactory assurqnces" had 
been given on compensation. 

In October 1971 Chilean Controller-General 
Hector Humores announced that tho oxcossivo profits 
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made by the US copper companies had .been calculated at 
$378 million, so that no compensation would be paid to 
the former ,pwp.ers. Two days later US Secretary of State 
William Rogers s.uid that this action. "could jeopardise 
the flow of private funds and erode th~ base of support 
for assistance" not only in relation to Chilo but also 
i,n relation to "other- developing countries". On October 
22nd. Rogor.si:to'lcr ~~~meeting of executives of companies 
affected by Chilean nati-orialisation measures that the 
US ·government Intended to invoke·the.Hickonloopor Amend
ment to cut off all US naid" to Chile:unloss tho decis
ion not ·t·o pny compensation to the copper ·companies was 
revoked. 

The Alienation of tho Poor Ponsantrz 
. . ' 

Despite tho acceloratioh·-ar··the activities of the 
Land Reform Corporation already .rnontionc.d, tho process 
of "redistribution" of lo.nd to tho peasants was hold 
up by tho hostility of the courts, while finance compan
ies wore unwilling to lend tho '.purchase price to tho 
peasants most in neo.d of land. Tho. rosult was that tho 
land reform provod·pf benefit only to tho richer peas
ants, and tho, po_or peasants began to take over some of 
the largo ostoatos f'or themselves. By January 1971 they 
had tnkon over, nour:ly 300 estates as "squatters". 

Such "squattihg·17
, was in conflict with tho concepts 

of tho revisionist Communists and tho social-democrats 
concerning nlogal ":.::nnQ.. "constitutional" advance. And 
when the fulminat·-ions- of the Communist and Socialist 
Ministers about 1:1 i,ll~gal acts" nnd the .need to maintain 
"law and order:'.~·, wore .,i,gnorod, in Srptembor 1971 tho 
government· o.r,d<;rod police and troops to evict tho . 
squatters and a:r~·cst: .their leaders. 

Tho· Allende government had succeeded in· following 
"tho constitutiona.lroad" at tho cost of alienating an 
cssoritial base of its support, the poor poasantrz. 



9 

Tho :Alienation of tho Urban Petty Bourgeo~ .. sic . 

,One of the ~ain social problems in Chile, under 
the Allende government was that of inflation. ·This 
was cause~ :Pr~~a~ily by tho ·government increasing tho 
money. supp~y in order to moot its "legnl .. ·nb~igntions" 
i·n:ro:spoct of· ·tho $500 million n year needed to moot 
charges on tho enormous foreign debt inherited from _ 
previous administrations and tho huge sums agreed as 
compensation for nationalisation. 

A further problem was a catastrophic fall in 
agricultural production, mainly as a result of economic 
siibo'Eago by landlords and rich peasants. Whoo.t prod- . 
uct],.qn, for example, fell from 1.4 million tons . in 

-·1971 to 0.7 mti1iori tons in 1972, so that more than 
half tho country's wheat had to bo imported. The cost· · · 
of food imports rose from $180 _million in 1970 to $4oo · 
million in 1971. This not only' aggravated ~he govern
mont's foreign exchange problems, but. led to food -
shortasos nnd ~lack-markotooring • 

' 

.. ·Tho position of the· working class in this situ
ation··w-as· at first assisted .to .some extent by wnge
scnlos which were linked t~ the official cost-of
liying index. But for tho urban petty bourgeoisie the 
situation became increasingly difficult and alienated 
from tho government many among this class who had · 
previously given it their support. 

The alienation of tho potty bourgeoisie rrom 
tho government -·was assisted by tho actiyities of some 
organisations presenting themselves ns to the nloft" 
of t~o Pe>pular Unity Front, no~ably the .Movement. of 
!~o cvolut ionnry Left (MIR) a!J.d t:q~· Dr-'ganisod, Van~ard 
oi tho People . (VOl')-, which spl~t _fr0m tho MIR ~n 1 9. 
Under anarchist leadership, tho :mni_n. aotivi:tie:;l_ of 
those :>rgaiiisnt1ons lay in tho fields of iO.tlividuo.:).. 
:terrorism. They were, for example, responsible for-· 
tho assassination in October 1970 of Gonor&l Rene 
§chneider, Commander-in-Chief of tho army, and for the 
assassination in June 1971 of right-wing Christian 
Democratic Party lender, Edmundo Perez. 

-
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Tho right-wing opponents of tho _govornment, __ of cour-se, 
prosontod:_:thoso acts of- -terrori..Srn·ns:--induced~ by ·th€r 
"lcLft-wingu ··o.tmosphoro engendered by the government • 

. , . " . ~. ;;' . . . . -# -

· · .··::The .... Opqning- o~ tho Right~ Wing O.ffonsivo 

· By ·:;Jl,lly l971 th~ leaders of the· Ch;fstio.n _Democratic 
Pnrtydo-Cidod:'thut tho d'lienati:>n of-tho urban and 
rurn.l potty bourgeoisie from_the government ho.d proceed.:. 
ed far 6i:)ough for it ta bo opportune f'or them to throw 
of'f' their "lef't" mask. At D. by-election in this month· 
the party threw its weight against the PUF and in support 
of the :e_-Qpdida to of tho No.ti:)nal Party. A minority · 
sentioh :of the Christian Dem:::>cratic Party broke away--: in
proto-st ut this action t :::> form tho Christian Loft Move
ment ( ihcluq.lp.g 7 of tho 53 CDP deputies) which maintain,.. 
e d supp or;t. ·tor , the govornrn~nt. · 

!... • ·~ '. 

In Jnnunry ·1972 two further by-c1oe'tions wore held, 
·and-tho PopularUnity ·Front·candido.tcs we~o defeated in 
bath. 

Tho right-wing naw rolt _,itself in-n- a.tP-Dng enough-- :_
pasitiori to: op·en: an .offtonsivo ... aga-ins-t the ·government. 
In February 1972 tho. -combined _opp:bsi_t:iori''in 'Co;ngr_e-~.s , 
passoq a --Bill :t);l;rough_;-d ;joi:nt seBsio;rf_: 6f. Congress~··.: .. , ~-
amondfhg: tlio'' 'Co1tst1t.rl:Cio·h, . r6t·rospoc·~tivoly to Octo'be~ -
197,1, to provide tlint·-·ri:::> :entc~pris-o .c:ou:ld bo pnrt'fa_lly 
or wholly nationaliS.od withou·t a sp·e·cin-1 Act passed'~~hy 
both Houses o.f Congress.:·· · -

On Aprtl 6th. Pro-sido.nt Allende vetoe-d the constit
utional. amendment~ .This l'od to tho rosigno:.tion of two· 

i Ministers· wh:::> wore members of a · sma1l- party wi-thin the 
1.- ._ ·t gavernmont- coalition,- tho Party of tho Rudienl Loft 

J . ( P~~~ ~y ~~;·~~oSidontial veto w~;·:"d~;~~~;~;:~Con-
.. · ·~· ,• .. • ~··. '~·· . _: ' .: ~~ ...... 

gre s s • r , ,: . 
. .. - . ~- -- .. .'. .. .. . . . · 

·I ( 

:-.·.··: . .. .. .. : ._,_,,. ___ 

•. \ ··-·. :C.l . 1. ·-. ; . : . ~ ~ 

' . ~---= ..... 

.. : . 
.. ·,., 

.. ~-;..=. .... --· - ----~·--·--· 
, ~ -~ ~~- .. 

:. "' . ..i: -. . · ... -~ 
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Tho ITT Revolutions. 

In March 1972 tho position of the Allende· gov
ernptent was strengthened somewhat by tho publication . 
in the. United States of tho leaked confidential. papers 
relating to tho ITT-CIA conspiracy of 1970, already 
referred to. These revelations aroused such strong 
public indignation in Chile that in tho atmosphere 
which followed President Allende secured tho passage 
through Congress in May of a Bill nationalising the 
Chilean Telephone Company (in which ITT held a 7C% 
interest). 

Tho 1972 nEmployorsr Strike 11 

In October 1972 the right-wing offensive took a 
new t:orm in a nation-wide lock-out by tho Lorry Owners' 
Federation, euphemistically referred to in tho right
wmg pro ss as a "strike". This paralysed the trans
port of goods, and greatly aggravated tho already 
serious f::>od shortage. · ' 

By mid-October tho Lorry Owners' Federation 
lock-out was extended by short "strikus" of potty 
bourgeois professionals, shopkeepers, peasants~ JJ,Jt:c. 

Tho lorry owners demanded as tho main condition 
for ending theiplock-out tho bringing into the· 
government of. repr"osoritntivos of tho. armed forces. 
On October 31st. the government-surrendered nnd 
resigned. Allende then appointed n new cabinet in 
which tho loaders of the ·throe armed services were 
gi von Ministerial po.~!...f..?J.~·?S: · .. 

General Carlos ·Prats·, Gommnndor- in-Chief of 
tho nrmy, as i"Iinistor of the Interior; 

· Rear-Admiral· Ismnol· Huerta ns Minister of Public 
Works and Transport;. and: ~~ · · .:·· 

Air Force General Claudio·· s'~?i:>ulvoda as Minister 
of Minos.. '" ·· 

On November 6th. the lorry owner~ r oridod their 
lock-nut after negotiat-ions .with Genora·I Rrnts had 
concodod 9(Jf/p of their demands. · 
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Tho Foreign Policy of tho Allende Government 

Faced w!th tho prospect of tho ending of the "aid" 
from tho United States on which previous administrations 
had depended and with tho hugo demands op foreign ox• 
change by its acceptance of foreign debt charges and tho 
need for incrcas9d fpod imports, tho- Allende government 
s::>ught from tho _:putJut tq relieve tho situnti0n by fost
ering trade with~ and obtaining Hnidrr from, countries 
in which their :follow rovisi::>nists hold office. 

Tho government thus established diplomatic rclo.t_. ·
ions with Cuba, tho Democratic Peoplors Republic of 
Koren and tho Democratic Republic of Vietnam, as well 
as with socialist Albania and other c:::>untrics. 

_It signed trade egrocmonts with tho Soviet Union, 
Chinn:, Cuba n'nd many of tho c ountrio s of Ens torn Europe, 
ns well- ns with tho DPRK and tho DRV. 

In May/Juno 19~1 F::>roign Minister Medina Almoyda 
made a tour of_~nstorn Eurqpean capitals and returned 
with credi-ts·' tolalling. "t+OO million. J3ut tho pri_ncipnl 
s::>urcos of·; "nid'·' were· ··ch'ina ($181 million between . 
Janunry#lnd·Juii"c·l972} ·and the Soviet Union ($675· 
million between January and December 1972). 

·In January 1973 President Allond.o returned from n 
tour in whi.ch he visited Cuba, Peru, Moxie::>, Algeria 
and tho Sqviot Union, and addressed the General Assembly 
of the Un:l ted Nations in New York. 

Tho 1973 Congressional Election 
Despite tho events of 1972, despite tho alienation 

from tho government of tho urban and rural,_;_petty bour
geoisie;, the Allende government retained tho support of 
most of tho Chilean workers. Further, the Commander-in
Chief· of. the army, General Prats -- holding the post 
second in importance to that of President Allende, that 
of Minister of the Interior -- made it clear that so 
long as he was in command~of tho army it would take no 
part in any unconstitutional action. 

It was in this situation that on March 4th., 1973 
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• • : • J - • ..) f.l. ~. .! \~ .i.'.f .'.. ; . ~; . · .; ~ · .· _L . _ _ ~ .. 
c lo c t ions wer·o-·nO"ld . f O"r . ifTr-th·a··· 'I5o·-·s·ent_s ___ in -the 
-C~ambor ' .. of Deputies and for half .the 50 seats in 
tho Senntp. • 

- . . . 

_,_.= ...... The right-wing opposition parties,. with which 

l3 

tho Christian Democratic Party was now solidly align.~-- · 
od, formod themselves into the Federation of Democratic 
Po.rt.tos,_ hoping that they would now win the two-thirds 
majority. in the new Congress required under the C:)n
stitution to impeach Pros.idont Allende ... 

In fact, tho nssocio.ti6n of the Christnn Democratic 
Party with _tho openly right-wing, pre>- imperialist 
National Party caused many former supp_orters·· of tho 
CDP among tho working class to ·trnnsf'or· their suppe>rt 
to tho P::>pulnr Unity Front·.. Tho latter incroas.od its 
share of tho poll from J6.3% nt tho Prosidonti~1 , . :~. 
elect1e>n 1n 19'70 to .43.4%. - ·····- .... __ .... .-. · -

. ····-:··-··· . . ... . . 
. -

However, tho Fed-oration of Dom:::>crO.tic Par.ti'es ·-· · ~-
received 54.7% of tbe poll, and tho scats in the 
Congress w.ore distributed after the olection a.·s · -fol-
lows: . ··-·· ... 

Scats 
... __ ::.~--- ·------····--· __ ---~--~- -£~g~~er of Depul ~9 ~ 

P:>ptilnr Unity Frt>nt : 54 · 63 
Fedora ti :>n. of' · · · · ·· .. ,. · · · 

DomJcrnt'ic ·Parties: 93 87 :_J .. ~. ·'·,- ~-:,_n··: 
Other parties f · cr . 3 

Senate. 
•. ·-,~-: 196.9 

PJpular :unity:_-~Frortt' :_. __ · i6~, 
Fodera ti ::>n of - ·" · 

Dom::>crrt~ic Pa~ti6s~ 
Other po.rtios: 

. :32 " .. 
2 

. . ~ . 

·1973 
.·1.9 

30 

... 
• ' f1 

. ~' _. 

Thus, dosp:lto tho ro duc·tion in i'ts share of the 
poll· and in tho number of .its members ·in both Housos 
of Congress, tho combined. 0pp os:itiJn .rota~od its · 
majoritz in b::>th Houses but .failed ta obta1n tl:ie ,.,-,: ::· 
two-thirds majority it )lAd hopo_q for_ •. 

. . . ... · -···· ,•j· .. :.. .:.. . -~;..!.__:..·-...•• l:.'.l_,_: -.. .. ·_;_; ~-- J_ __ ~-..... ·.·.·.! ... 

The possibi~ity of removing President Allende 
CJnstitutionally was postp')ned for several years. t 



The Alienation ~f the Working Class 

F~rtifiod b~ tho increased vote received by tho P~p
ular Unity Fr~nt in the congressional olocti~ns, when a 
now government was f~rmod on March 27th. it~was a purely 
civilian government. · 

Meanwhile inflation~~was. proceeding at an .ac co lorn ted 
rate -- according to official figu.r.es prices rose by 
85.6% in tho first six months of 1973 compared with 27.5% 
in tho first six months of 1972. Tho sliding wage rates 
now no longer kept pace with the rapidly rising cost of 
living. l.V~rkors wore becoming worse off under the "soc
ialist" government than they ho.d boon under tho former 
Christian Democratic government. 

In November· .1971 tho "revolutionary" Primo Minister 
of Gubn, Fidel Castro, on an official visit to Chile, 
had told tno Chilean workers of tho·nood for "restraint" 
in wage claims. Now tho workers could afford "rostrn1.nt" 
no longer. They put in wage claims which oxcoodod tho 
government's "anti-inflationary" levels, and when these 
claims wore rejected they wont on strike. And in many 
cases those strikes took tho now traditiono.l -- but 
"uncJnstitutiona1rr -~ form of sit-in strikes. 

On March 31st., 1973 the now Minister of the In
terior, Gerardo Espinoza, warned workers that tho gov
ernment would in futuro "strictly apply tho law in 
regard t:> tho maintono.nce of order" against those 
who "illegally occupied" pr::>porty. 

But the strike movement grow, tho biggest strike 
at tho El Tonicnte copper mine lasting from April to 
July. Since this wns now state-owned, Communist and 
Socialist Ministers bownn to denounce tho strikers 
as "seditious clements' • l!Jhon Pre sidont Allende mot 
a delegation of striking copper minors, n joint 
statement of the Central Committees of tho Communist 
and S::>cialis.t Parties condemned his action and called 
for "n firm attitude towards those who practice 
sedition". 

The Allende government had now alienated not only 

------- ~--------- . ----. -
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the petty bourgeoisie, but even the militant worke~s. 
. . ' . . . . . . . :" .. . . . . :_ :" ~ ' ... : . _;.. :·.~-. - .. 

. _ _ ____________ ----:The .New -.R~@t-;-W±ng--~--9£-fe-ns~ve. . .. ::- . ;·~.-c. ___ 1_~: _ _ . _,. ~ 

in· ... May, ~ 97 3,. tb.._~ .. P&s ~ ist -. ~r g~ftiso.t i 6n · FE1til6Fi®·a;~~·;·~~--~ 
andiFreedorn issued a call f'o.r·.--''direct· notion" £o· · .. · '>~-~-. 
overf&qw the .. government •. The administration theft-··· · 
banned meetings ,-~and_ df:}monstrations oy· .the o~ga~isat
iori,. which went ·und~rground·· and began ·to engage· in ·. 
terr o:r.is.m.. · · · · 

:rn June·both Houses of' Congress voted unanim- _ 
ously '(government ·deputies and s·ena.tors having walked"· 
o~t. of' the Chambe;ra) to susP.end Sergio Bitar: (Minister 
or· Min.es), .Luis FiSlteros (Minister of Labour) and 
Or~nndq Milius (Min2ster of' Economic Ai'f'nirs), thus 
constitutional+y depriving them of ofi'ice. In the .. ·· 
sn~o m_onth the Supreme Court .decided to prosecute 
Ani bal. Palma (Secretary- General to the government) 
for E:o.ving ·"unconstitutionally" issued a temporar-y··' · < 
closure notice on n radio station which had broad;.;..:' 
cast the fascist call for_ "direct action~'--·-. 

. . _-. ~ :.. . .. . -· ; -~ . 

. On June 24th~ . Preside.iit ·Allende wnrnhd :against:;·_·- · -
characterising the armed forces as "reactionary-";::-.:·~;_ : .. ···· 
contending that they were "a dynamic i'actor in, .Chile'S 
development~. Five days later, on Junb 29th~,. niembo~.s .~. 
of n tank rcgimant -~ed-;-by,_Golonel Roberto Soupor ·· .. J-... ~r--;~.,> 
and his cousin Gnr..lo:s_ .E!W-iq:Ge ... ( n -lendi.ng·--rnember of .-~, .. 
tho fascist organisati!IJ)n Fatherland and Freedom) 
surrounded and shelled th(}. Presidential:palace, but 
were dispersed o..fter n :t:Qr.oo-hour battle ·:by army units 
under tho orders of Commander- iii': Chief .... General <Carlos 
Pr~ts. ·. .. ... ::-.... ~-----·· · ---· ... · · ---· 

'-\. . : .· ...: . '· . ,' 

On Juno 30th. President .. Al.londe ·asked Cc)ngr.G_'·§s. ,- ,, .. :·. 
to grant him emorgoncy powers- t.o :deal with the· ·· · · ~ · · 
throat q.f counter-revolution. The Chamber of Deputies 
l"ojocted· his r~quest by 81 votes to 52, tho Senate by···:-_·· 
23 ·V-o.t·e-s ·-to 11. ..... .. -.. · - · 

.. ·. ~ . .. . .. ' ... ·---···-·· - .... - . 

-~Q~' July 3rd. the Intervencion Gep,.eiO.~ (a b.?dY .·.,. . 
functioning us a constitutional co-qrt:~.:.:on--~the --legalitfy· ...... 
of government decisions) ruled that n simple majority 

. in Congress wns sufficient to veto any Presfdent.1o.l 

L 



16 

decree. 
On July ~7th. tho Lorr 0Hners r Fo do:ra.-tiJ~n. ;renewed 

its lock-out, taking 7% of Chile's 16rrie~- off the 
rood and al1 but po.ralysfug tho trnnspor,t ~of' goods. 
This soon: ctauscd even graver food sho~tages ·and so~:ious
ly disrupted productt,on·.<-,, Wb.~n:.--thO'-. ·government attempted 
to requisition lorri(ts f'P.r ~s.sontinl.- services·, tho own
ers immobilised the~ by''rqmov:.ing d~sont4;u1·.·parts and 
demanded the dismi'S.sd.t.~fl·-~tp_:e::~-Np,ocf~l--Commi ssionQr 
appointed by the go\r~rnmont to~ dfpoct ·tho rc·quisition
ing. His resignation was. announced ori August 15th. 

Meanwhile, on July 25th. President Allerido appqul~~ 
od to tho loaders of tho Christian Democratic Party, ~-
to hold a "dinlog\lo"'· witfi Jho gov-ornmqn~_·_ in nocorda:q.9:o 
with their Pr~¥.i4~· . .g.tln~;~~.9loe~i_ol!~;P~Qgrciinme,.·:~~~t.¥~~J-... -~ 
chance to avo~d :.c.~v.il "'w:QJ?}!"-•. -.. ,-.:-Jlf"ter a few days of trilks,. 
tho Christian ·nomocrat-:·,:lo'o.:p.ors demanded that repres
entatives of thp_:,ilrrnod forc.cs should bo brought back 
into tho government. · · \. · 

On July 27th~\' _·q,t~ptn-i!l. iti~turo Araya, aide-do-camp 
to President Allohdb~ _was shot· dead by terrorists in 
his homo. ·. ·· " · · 

On August 8th·., President Allende bowed to tho 
demands of tho leaders of the Christian Democratic 
Party. A "Government of National Socuritz".was formed 
including: 

Admiral Rnul Monter.o as Minister· of Finance; 
General Car·los Prats as Minis tor of Defence; 
General Joso Marin· as Minister of Lands and 

~· . , . , ~· .. , ..... ; .L . 

Settlement; and ·f' ·: f \'. C' c ., cr ,,·_(: 

Air Force Gonpral· .. -~f-1\U.iz as Minister,~·tf-f1 I

Trnnsp ort and PU,blic W:op-kSz_-~~·- _ 

Tho Chnmbor of ·-n~p~t'ios then adopted u r~s6tution 
condemni}1.g tho g·ovornmon~ for "systematic :y,l;:e:lq_tion of' 
tho constitution", :thurs ~Pr.oviding tho pretax.t.;·,ror tho 
army to overthrow tho government in the nnmo of "do
fending tho constituti,on". -

----·~· .. ·· 
'. J :· 

.. _. .:.· .· 

·----- ~--------~---~--------.s-~· ----------~~---
- -· ~'-·- --·~ -·:·. 
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~r_!ifb~ ---Mi:il-t4PY- ::coup.--_ -

· ·'- On August 23rd., 1973_ tho .. :·@oneral .Staff'_ .. of .. _.the 
:·~y-:~·c-solved that- Gon~:r.:;·al--Gar.los Prats._should :rEHtitm 
as .Minister of Defence --.· and also as. ... .Co:mma.nde:r~Jn~: _ 
Chlof: -o.f tho n:r.rny o~ the grounds that -the ''honour,,. of 
the army had been c·oinpromised by his participation in 
a ge>vernmont which waa acting "in violation of the ·Con
stitution". Ho- :was replaced as C-in.:.c by General 
AU@Sto Pinochot. · .. c·· 

··On September 9th-.,- two days bef'oro .tho military 
coup;· Nathaniel Davis,- tho US .Ambassador to Chile, 
.flow back to Santiago .. after· a hurried visit to Wash
ingt o!!. 

- On Septonibor lOth., . tho .Pentagon sent a s~gnal to 
the· US_- warships lying off_ Chii~ 's main port of Valpar
aiso telling .them to expe-ct a militarl coup .~ithin 24 
hours • _ '. · .. ·- · : .. · . - ... -.:.: 

¥.!_;.+·.) .: · .• 

·Ori Sept~mber 11th.-, the army, on the orders-,~of' the 
new Commander- in~ Chie .f Ge·neral .Augus.t.o :Pinochet, ··. -~ ,-,- .. 
·.seized power in a mflitary coup,· and Allende was ... ·· · __ 
mu~t.tter.ed __ ip. th;o p~~n~-~:.?~~ shell of his P:re s idont ial 
Pal "'CO. . .. _ _, .. :. ...·-·-·--_-- ·:::·- .... - --- -------- .. -· 

{.4. ·, ( ·.: • 

·-·--··· . 
On September 13th. tho us State Department adm-it-

ted thnt the us administration had known . or -th.:G -im·:.end-
ing cou,:e . hours be~oro it took place, ·. ut::-h:ad/·gi.-v.-en 
no warn1ng to· the Ch1lean government o . -~· . 

. . ----.:~--~On -8c-p·tember· -14th._ Gcne:Pal Augtzsto.Pinochot, ·qom
·nurnder- in:...ohief' of' the --~n:tY,. w.ns.:pr:p.c_lui~o.d. "PrQ s1dont" 
of .m.... -t-l~o · · · · · · · · · .. · · 

' 0 ,yJ..r.... • 0 

• --··· ...,. •• ~- ·-•~-·· ... • - -' -·• ·• ·•••• 7-• ••• ·•• •• • a 

. . "':it : 

. ··---- Mo'nnwhil e, the- riew ·--m.ili t4ra·Y.'·~ct:tc:t-e:t.or.ship::.:had- ·· ---.-:. · 
bo.nned . nil p olJ. tical :puli~~--$C:.~::~:wh1::Ch:;lrnd·· a~p 'o-r~-.. th$;~ 
A on o govornmon , oge· "'or "vi -- · c - r- -c----·'i:u'l~efi&}::.:. .. 
lind dissolved Congrosso had arrested thousands of' 
~ctive supporters of tEo .formor·governmenti who had 
not boon outcherod out of hand; had bc~n the burning 
of 11Mo.rxist 11 books; and had announced te. ;preparation 
o¥ a now Constitution based on fascist corpo~atfons. 

-



:r 
.i.r ~ .. 

That the revisionist leaders of the Communist 
Parties pt£t forward tho absurd- theory ·of "peaceful 
transition to socinlismn not as an accidental mistake., 
but as conscious olic . ·or- betra- o:l of' ··the· workin 
class sorv g o l.n eres s o J. s c ns s onemJ.cs · J.s 
Shown by their refusal to draw tho elementary con
clusions from the catastrophic 1'a.iluro o:f "the graent 
experiment" 1n Chile. :; .. : =~::~' .. . . 

~ ~--·---~------4---·- __ .... --- ··- ~- -· . 
But honest, politically ;do.Asci.PllS wo.rkors:' rnus·.t·· ·· -

draw those conclusions: that s'ocialism can bo richiov• .· 
ed· onl when tne workin , clas a:-, .. in .. ench: c ounti?~ ; has • or
ganised tse f to· a·· revo ut.1·onnr·t~~wmy under-·· · · 
loaaepship or a disciplined Narxis -Leninist Gonernl . -
8£nff wfi'icli will SlllQ.sh the s'fn~t.e a arntus o.f' forco of 

a so.c n · ·s. : taevo: u on,. 
1 . . .. . •. . . • ... $ .• ... : ... 
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