
T FIE

REVOLI-JTIONARY STORTV
IN FRANCE

R REPORT RN D RNRLTSIS

LUONHINE PEOPLE,S PFIRTS OF ENELRND

BY THE

PRINTEI and PUBLISHEI by w
Telephone:

45a. Earlsfield Road, S.W. l-8
019 5

Cl

.P.P.E.
0r 870



\
I



TIIE REVOIUIIONARY S[OR]\{. IN FNAi{CI]

A_Iu::,o.q [ -An_{ _qgelfgiS

For three days,.from }donday, h{ay 27th, rzhen-the worikers at.Renauft-
Bi11a;rcourt-rejected by acclaioa-blon 'l;he -berus :ror:osed through the
CGI by Primc ],.{inister Pour.oid.ou, untif i;he folloving Thursday; irhen
cle Gaul-l-e macle his seconcl-broadca.st of t?ie crlsis, t].re lvhole of
Paris, and. prett;r certainl-y inost of Irance, consldered the Gaullist
regime to bc al-ready dead. ancl \rer€;discussing only the lzho and holv
of the succession,.

[lie stuclen'cs and,'youi:g workers ]rad i,nfllcteci a mi]itary defeat
on the forces tlia'b the Goverrunent'then had. arrailable in Paris, the
CBS, thugs r,'rhose bn"rtal-ities have beeir sufficiently clescribecl
throughout the tsr'i-i;i sh press.. -- .

Ilith the vrhole civil . traaspcrt and - comuulnicati
pletely 1:ara1ysierL., I'ritl: -.tl:e g:reat .rnaj.o::it}r e1' fac'b
by theJ-r rrorkers, .strlke ae'i;ion by.nov .of .a eomplet-bype-rapidly.si:readlng and incl-ucling .not only the b
banks, but also 'ii:ereasingly the GoverRment serrr,lce

ons systciil .eom-
ories -oecu.rri-ed
e1y political
1g-shops and
i'Lself and lrith

no support.for'the Government from.anyone viith a publie voice, it
loutrd for those fei'r rlays ha"ve boen.imltossible.for the Gover::ment'bo resis;t a clt: elsive call for.a seizuie of power by .a recognlsed
national- lea<lership. I{veryone iir fact extected it" It is only
necessary to 6o throuigh thc Paris iJress publisheii on the fhursday
iuorning -bo confinr thls".

rt has. been rcportecl tha-i; thc rsu, the"left bourgeoio .oartylecl.!Y Mcncteo-Fra:tce, had in fac-i; prepared such-a revolutionary
manifeoto, but that Hcircles -bhen iiesitbteci ,bc Launch thi,s deelaration.
If he had. clone'so, it is possible that -b.he lrrench."rcvlsionist
Coniaunist Party n:i.ghiS i:ave been unable to irithhold supltort just.as
i'b hacl been'unabtrc to preveirt first the st-udent-actj-oh-ancl thon in-bura the si-b-ln sti:ilcc ancl .fina11y.the rejectio.r of its political
surrencle:: to .ponrriciou by neans. of its negotia'bec1 I'rage lnbrease for
Renaul'b '1'IlIo lrcre in-this crisls ac-Li:rg Lncl s.:ealcin[ for -bhe whole
fr91r9]: l'rorlci-ng class, organi.secl aincl unorgaitis-ecl, C6m1:are the

py-thursQay cle Ga.u.l}e haci reorganlscrL'his forees, traO arrangedto mobilise the br'my and. i'ias able t6 resrme the inltiatlver &sdecisive in-a rrol-ltlca} erisls as in milil;ary irarfare"-.Tlh6reas onlrlecinesday the_ irorleers of ?aris hacl com.:l-ete."command of tlie streeiitzith.lgt Q policemail'or a CRS to'be-se-enr oi1 thc flhursrlay it l,ras
poss_ible fo-r the reactionarles to stage :i. rnass rlemonstration in'uhe Paris '1?es'b-eild in .thankful enthuslasn" at.being.savecL by thetanks of Massuri the-torturer of Algiers. .The verf suggestioi:.of
such a counter-revolutionary strecT clernonstra'bion at.Eiy -birne in'the Prevlou? four clay,s voulil havc been irnllossible to maire fecauseimlrossible to ea"my' tirrough; ' The ;>eog:le.izoulc1 not have stood for it
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For ten years, sincc his sclzurc of povrer by a rnilitary colril ia 1958,
Gaullist pa-beriralist.i iraC been success,full;r able i;o uraintaln reactioi:
ln commancl, iihile a consiclerable measurc of calltallst economic
clcvcloti;icnt toolc pJ-ace just as i-b cLici in Britaj-n uncler the Tories.

I[o one in France va:rtcd a return of i;]re Four'ch Reitublic'bhat de
Gau-Ile hacl abolished, jtrs-r as. toclay in Bri'baiiir 1l: soi-te of appear-
ances-. such supirort ais tiiere is for tire Tories 1s largely disgust
a-b ttha-bthe labour Party,ras finalJ-y shorrn f i;sel-f -bo be"

a

De Gaulle himself seer.ls to have'i;a"kea lit-i;le intere,st in internal
econoi,tic development, though he found able nen to steer French capit-
al-ism in such persong as lebre a::d, Poml:idou,

Ihe nrost positive feature of the Gaull-ist regirne was its foreign
policy. Be recognlsed. socialis'b a.ird revolu'uicilary Cinr:na, and. he
opposeci to a ca.refully calculatecl clegree only, but still in prac'bice
to a d.ecisive extent, the brutal clevouring 1mperlalism of the US"
In. particular, he was openly critical of iheir lrar in Vietna:n a,nd. he
tooK practical ste,rs to lirnit -bheir ex-tort of dollar i-nflation" [othis exten'u, the regirte of de GauLle in France, e"g" in contrasJ to
Franco in Slrain, nas not entirely reac-blonary"

Just as. iir the China of i919 after the encl of the pirst rrlorlciilar, so in the France of 1968 it lras the studen-bs vrho first effect-iyely reacted a6ai.nst the tyranny, There are various reasons f.or
Ihiqr &s there rTere in China.. Bir t u.rqucs.tionarriy-oii" r""g" -ir"io"
in frrance has bcen the nelr China ancL its cultu-ri revolutfon of -bhe
i.:as:u'trzo years_" (ni:e rash of hancl ,_rosters not only all over t1:.eSorboniie ald the Beaux.-Arts, but-albo orrer.much of paris, anel flreoeeupatign iry stlrcl-ei:ts aacl staff of al-I the seconclary school-s inParis and also very inany all o!-cr France have surely"treen-ai"uctfyin:I'ired. by the aciions-of the Chinese st'uclents u,.o"yoorg scholars, )

fhe leadership of ^the stuclent movemell-i; vas arainly of two types,bo'bir claiining clesrcnt fron l,!g;rx" . (there iTas ;ls;r-;;"in nrii"i";some anarchist influencc wj--i;h much-'surface effect, but this ,ras .inPSrise ,&s in london, j:r reality on a io-rsioerabiy'u*off er scal-e thanthat of those.. claimi.ng 'bo be ltfarxists")
To iudgg by the Sorbonne - probably as rellresrntative for thes-f;udents as Renaql_t for the rrorkbrs - tire.predbniniit leadershir--rr"'bhat of the JCF (J_eunesse com.-ouniste nevolilti;";i;i; -Mily-;Ad

relrurlla'!e th-e rabel of Trotslcyist, th;t ,,ro;[tt--[r].;'i*urrr"u. for theirhero and seolc to'iclentify uith the nThiril i'/o::idt"

Ihe Marxist-leninist ilfluence among the s-i;udents has been tha-i;
9f tt19 SrouPS organisationally se.rarate Eut now iioriiins amicably ---
together, the n eirly-foundecl l'i:ench comiirirnist pariy--(lr";"ist-reninis-b)
and. the Sroup of stud.ents- anrl yourlg uorkcrs who u"sed--tfre title of-their paper nserrir Ie Peuple" (Serve the ?eople)" Both tlrese o"g*-1-
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isatlons fu1ly sultport conteui,torary }ir.rxisrrr-leniirisui Lteaded inter-
nationally by [Iao Tse fr"rni1. Bo-i;h supported the student novement
from i-bs ince,otioir t flo-b inerely unreserr/'er1J-y but most ac bively,
lleurtl/ or largely vorking ir lnrlustry, in ltar'r;1cul-ar at Renault"
The French l{arxis-L-lcnin -sts have certair:iy i:eer an ilo.ltcrta"u-b part
of the stuclent :r.ovement and probabl;r 1:layedi a cleclsivc part in thc
cleveloitrirent of the si-L.-in striires, whlcl:. i'l; mr-rst never be forgot-beir
vere not call ec-l ei'birer b;r -LJ.re CGT or CP, but ttere irhaL in 1,his
coulr-i;i"y l'roi-rlcl be cal-]ei unofficial-, s-i;a.r'tcc1 b)' the vorlcers l,heinselves.

Re1a1;ions betl-reen JCR ancl the i{a:'xist--lcniirisb s'Lud"ents i:/ere
obviously good., bo;h engagecl jorntly 1n 'Lhc arcluous practical taslcs
of revolution, bcth in the strects. aircj j.n tl:.cir fa"cul-i;ies (co11eges).
11:.e at'biLude of the s-trictly l{arxlst-leninis-b neu revolutionarJf
Comniunist Party tras sta-bccttbo our dclegate by tL Partl7 repres-enta-bive
in -bhese termsl ufo clcnounce Tro-l;sk;r1sp n" sucn in tire ac-buraI
situa't,i-o;r in France (this',Tas 1L,5"68) rroulcl be to play bhe gzriae for
the reactionaries"It

Irotsliyi"* ,uui clescribed by S'ualitt as tra i)e-bty bourgeois. rcvolu-
tionar;,r treitci rrhlch for a ccrtaln stage r,vas i,r al-liance v1''oh thc
revoluiionary vorkrng class movene,ttn,, Liarxisb-Lro'ninis-bs inusL ilot
forge-b 1ha-b fro-Lsay [ims.u-if ;ria.yci, for soinc ci5hi, monLhs (1917-lB)
an ictive and useful revolu'u]-onar)r rore. It sccllls that -bire Tfotsky-
ist moveilcrt-b aiiotlE 'bire stuclcn'i;s of thc prcsen'b da.y, iririch takes
Guevara for its irero arrii 1s iiiuch j:ifir"renceci by'r,nc Cr"r-ban revolu'bion,
has also beeir rrlaying a,lositive revoll,-[-;:lolari- r'oie i,] liel,:1ng to
nobilise s-i;utleh-Ls-Ioi rciolu.ticnarJ'arcLic'r jl a -;erioiL';,'irciL Cornmu.rrls'bs
havc been e:::ergj-ng raith cliffic,.rt'by fron 'tl:.c tiiortuary of rcvisionisl:
embocr"ied in -bhis cor"ulbry b;1 thc CI?GB"

Jus'l as lir R;ssja, frotii -Uhe L;irne rrl:el Tro'i;s-'y refusecl to sr-rpport
the correc'b policy of leitin anr-L 'tc siGn -Lh.e 'ti'ea"by of Brcs-:b-litovslc,
the influence of Tro1;sky ceasec, to be aseful .i;o the revolution ancl
becaine hanlful ancl C,eLng-eroursr so all iiho nave rrnders-l;oocl 'blat socj-al-"
j-::,t is it.tpossi-ble l-l'i-bjiou1; revoiuti-cn ancl ,l.rab Lr'.:-i::aai'cy ca,nnot
c'l.cvelol: fur-l;]rcr ';11'thou-[ socialisi]l rirus-L: iio:; unC.crsta.iici tiia"i; any
poti-bica1 cltrrcn-b that in fact ciiviclct i-ns-Leaci of unit1-t3 bhe
socialist movenent is harinfr-L} anci ciaitgcl'o'-'-s"

The basic lcninist -uactical- rcvolu'bio::anJ'7i 'lrecept that has been
universaJ-1secr. by I,,{ao fse Turng is -bha-i: ,re mus-l, Al'1/rYS tII{iTE All'IIIOSE

'1H0 
CAi{ BE UI{TTIID AG/rIfiST T}Ill LIAIII iJiflil,lY" /r11 -bhose irho s'bruggle

{or soclalisiri as their goal ancl rcvolution-through change of class
pot/er aS thcir mea:ls ittus'b, if they l'ran'L'i;o i;1n, hairc one party, one
organisatlon - iro'i; 'brto or +"hree"
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Ine liolc1 vhich-i;Lre revlsionls-b Comiir-inist party stil-l l:as over thevorking people of TraSce has s:rcceedecl in teinitorarily stopplng i;itc
clevelottmen'b of a z'evo1u-bion izhlcl: hact as i;ounclbr] 'bi.re r?or1d- ty it"progresg l'ihat are the prospects noif

trrrench .cir.r)italisn con'blnues to facc the sa.:ne lncreaslnglyacute economlc crisls as it ciici-in thc rcvol-utlonary mon-bli 5i"t,rr.y.Tire netr Pomlriclor"r Governm.ent is iir the sarne baslc s1:tuation *. it"preclecessor, or as an)- ne17 ca,lti'balistic Eovcrniicnl; of i{itterancl ori',fencles-Francer or l7a]-clecic-Rochet foz. t]raT reat'ierl-tloulii have bee,il, hacl--bhey succeerled in 'bheir at-beitpt to cllvert -i;he rcvolutionar.,rsi-buation createc'i by others iirlo pulling -i;h.eec orc-L part:-a.menta,y
hacks lnto offlce. porzer irould s:bill hlve becn-iiti, thc fj-nanclers.lrr-uj]' Iliassu and his tanks lgaciy'bo beLcli the CRS" This is l;l-rorough.fy'understoocl by bo-bh revolutioniry r'rorlcers anci revoruiion""y'-"i,I[E"u;r.

0n1y a governinen'b irith a socia.list 1:o1icy lvor-r]ci be abie [obrea*r tlrou5h 'i;.his econolilc crf6iri-Jf-calrj.talisr a.lci so not ,eeCto- cu'r, I:/age:j-. 0n1y a socialist policy cin i;rcreasre -rroilr-ic'blon.only a soclallst lrolicy can breari rigLt t.,.,rou6'J.r t'i." ba;rkersr lay
raii or *"*ii,1,o'il:i'jlT*'{3t,ili,.lio l"l 'll"3ll,, Hi";iHia:t"u*ra"*""lrolicy is only possiblc on bhe basiu--oi ,rorl."".i pJucr,

That is r;hy 'bhe Irrench rcvolution l"rj-ll certainly con-i;inue.

i'Ieltheri;he calt1-Uaiists nor the rzorklng loeoplc have an;rchoice, The ca.li-taii-sts lrill baclc cte Gaull_6 is io:rg 
",s lie cr.nmalntai, irirnselr" [hc,or1cin6, p"olriu. 

. ii-;;"y-"iJ:i' a,y.bhln;;differcnt, gaa on1,r or:tain i-t"bi ,6Jo,iiag trre"revoiu;i,:; giey
st:r.r'beci in lrlay. BLb 'i;his resu:ur1;io.r ll11l neecr a ne\r r;voiui;1o,r-ary leaclershj- t

rhe revolu i;1o:.:ary s-i;r-iclcnts ancl you-ng iro:,icers c.chievecimarvels" [o have the- ,i]roI,: eiucatioir s;rE.bcm ii: Fra_ice riirroccupationn by -bhe s-i;udenLs, B .i;o l0 miilions-of-io"f."r...
'r99cr1*lyii16 nfac''oriesr_ ralrirays, sho.rs ancl govuri,r"nt,:fficesj _al-l this is no'i; a srts.l-l a.chi6v"ir.-.ai- 

-nob 
ei-i,ri,ior tiisr:l-all ofthe 1:orzer of L;he :co.rle :iiren ,uhcy unilic zrgainst ilie:-r cr:._lsoppressors 

"

BLl'u i;o consollcla'i;e vic bory iit 1;itis vioiu.n-i; erur.t 1;iol of.blre ct-ass yrar) thc iroriiing-peoire-,,r;;r-; i.;;;';;u;;;i"ti:e lcacier_r,;hip of ujrelr olrn na'r,iona"I:.y. =6"ogii.ea r.evot,_i lionary i:ar i;y.
Tl1? is, i-rhy the cGr ;rill _ci:Hrer uE brou6iru ;rid;;-;;iir:_ir-u
1:u1:r:l1p _or a ne"7 socia.l.lst fac'b"lry lSariersLrlr ,riir oJvero,r
-to re rlace i.t ( 9:i, _'rE9 rrhc_r ster_ra_rc1"s t;;;-ii -n"itliill"'iili
is trh] rcvol-utiJrary-JtuciSiid"-a,iii""ir5it Lr" - -bhey 

'dli'rre .i'.jtirvyoung *o::kers - liill have -i;o unlte in a sing1" 1""or"tionary -"
Party" rlii;iro,"r.''u revolu'i;1on i'/e cia:rno-i; irave s;Jcialism" I[on_revolLr'cloiiary socialism is el,rher an i.l-lusloi.r or a clece:rtion.


