



































-an English nationalist response that has had its effect in all classes.

:
|
4

In not providing an analysis to demonstrate the operation of anti-
Irish racism, but by asserting its existence, the danger arises of giving
racism a mercurial quality, of random appllcatlon, diluting the precise
nature of that form of national oppression. We should act on the advice
of Mao Zedong to study in an all-round way: :

"Unless we study the particulérity of contradictisns, we have no

way of determining the particular essence of a thing which

differentiates it from other things, no way of discovering the

particular cause or particular basis for the movement or development

of a thing, and no way of distinguidhing ore thing from another." [
(On Contradiction FLP 1967, p.14)

While the use and abuse of English power has been the leitmotiv of
Irish history since the middle-ages, that 'damnable gquestion' has occupied
the political arena like no other colonial concern. <The inevitable reaction
of the.subjectpeoplenin,.the shape of an anti-igperialist struggle for.
national survival and independence has its reaction in the chauvinism of’

-

As a colony Ireland differed in important respects from the other
'members' of the Empire. Ireland's representation in the imperial parlia-
ment reflected, in spite of the reality of a cclonial relatinnaship, a
"sister' island status wheréeby Irish members, at times, possessed influence
en the parliamentary balance of power (eg. Parnell's organised obstruction
of procedure). Ireland alone amongst Britain's dependant territories was
in a position to. exert-direct political pressure on British pelitical life.
As already detailed, the position of the Irish immigrant meant that they
were always first to feel each turn of the capitalist's screw, and they
were also amongst the first to organise working class resistance to the
encroschment of their meagre rights. As a catholic priest in Manchester
stated, the Irish were "more prone to take part in trade uninns, combina-=
tions and secret societies thsn the English'" (33) The negative reaction
towards the Irish migrant should not be automatimally associated with

'racial animosities'. As E, Strauss, author of Irish Nationalism and B
British Demucracy noted:

"When the introduction of the new Poor Law (1834) was followed -
by the experiment of transplanting soms four thoudand East
Anglian paupers into Lancashire and Cheshire, their recepticn
was equally unfawourable and. the resident Irish were, indeed,
prominant in their opposition to this scheme.™ (34)

Racism is the expression of natiunal »sppression that Black national
minorities in Britain endure. The intention od this assertion is not to
question the existance of the national cppressian that the Irish national
minority face. It is to demonstrate that specific forms may relate to a
particular nation. What is of major political cencern is what form it
takes. With regasd to the Irish national minority it is an understanding
of the historical evolutioh whereby the denial of its national rights
provides a basis for oppression within Britasn.

In the detail given tc the relations between the English working
class-and the Irish national minority, the endeavour is to demonstrate
the dhanging perceptions. Reaction has given way, after nearly 180 years
of large st¢ale Irish settlement, to processes cf partial assimilation and
acceptance’, which diguises the National wzx minority status of the Irish
in Britain. It reaches such proportions that the CRC does not recognise
the Irish as an 'ethnic group'. Nor is working class behaviaur rooted in
beltefs of celtic character', or what academics call 'an objective .:
criterion of race', or skin colour. Increasingly the English response to
the Irish sxg is determined by events in Ireland. The agitation and
violence against the Irish are not accompanied by articulation of racist
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idedlogy, but is rooted in the resistance in the Occuried Counties.
As the February resolutisn concludes:

"The Irish national minority in Britain will resist the increasesg
oppression which they face from the British State as the nppression
of ITreland by British imperiglism intensifies. We must increasé
our support for this resistance.”
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NEW DAWN' THESIS OR !'FREE NATIONAL DEVEIOPMENT'?2

- The purpose of this paper is to isolate and comment on a particular tendency

«n"thought in relation to the development of black minorities in Britain and
tieir resistance to racist op;resq1on, For shorthand purposes it will be
~r:ferred to as the "New Dawn' thesis. There are three interconnected themes
within this tendency. The clearest theme is that the minority youth constitute
a1 entity with a new and distinct identity, created and expressed by their
r:sistance movements. . This theme necessarily entails the second, that the
craracter and activity of Black Society derives principally from their response
t> racist oppression in Britain and little, if at all, from their origins,
history and experience in the oppressed nations. The third theme is not so
orviously connected. It is that the character of the minorities is overwhelmingly
_proletarian, and that only the activity of the workers from their communities is

oI a progressive nature, and is, in fact, part of the general activity of the
wrrking class in Britain. This theme is linked with the other two because like
tiem it emphasises the Britishness of experience of the minorities in Britain,
tiat is, experience of developed capitalism, free of the flaws and aberrations
ol peasant society and semi-feudal conditions.

4(1 three themes can be recognised in RITL, as in the line of FRFI. The same
t:ndency can be perceived in a Race Today article, which apparently encapsulates
tie position of that organisation, - It also underlies the pamphlet: 'Southall,
B .rth of a Black Community.' It is proposed to deal mainly with the latter.
Tie reason for this is that 'Southall' is a serious empirical study which
plrports to analyse the factors for cohesiveness and resistance in an important
atea of concentration of national minorities. As a document of racist
o)pression in such an area it is useful and impressive. The weakness of the
'Jew Dawn' thesis emerges clearly because of its contrast with the strength of
tie description of oppression. And the objective of the pamphlet enables the
'lew Dawn' thesis to be expoeed in the light of the theory of Free National
D:elopment, - - = :

1 the surface, 'Southall, Birth of a Black Community' siould be of great value
1 assessing and developing the concept of Free National Development and its
mcomitant of autonomy based on areas of concentration of national minorities.
1is is so because its major theme is the development of a community - which
plies social, psychological and cultural integrity within a given geographic
id demographic context - in an zrea known to be one of the highest national
m.nority concentration in England. This critique will attempt to show that

tiis promise is not fulfilled. The pamphlet contains a valuable catalogue of
tie response in various aspects of the natioral maJorlty population and the

3 ate organs to the growth of black population - the response of racism eSpec1a11y
1 its more blatent forms. 1ts analysis of the national minorities, however, is
bised on an assumption of the validity of the first two of the themes in the
‘lew Dawn' thesis. It concentrates on the youth, emphasising the conflict

b :tween generations and ignoring their interrelationship. And it bases its
theory of the 'birth of community' on the reaction of national minorities to

€ wcism, neglecting the development of group identity based om existing
ciaracteristics. It does not specifically emphasise the proletarian theme,

a .though by failing to consider the interrelationship between classes within

tie national minority people, it allows this theme to be inferred.

s
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e question will be dealt with here as a preliminary point, although it is

1 kely that deeper examination of it would throw light on many of the weaknesses
> current thinking on the national minority struggle. It centres on the
v.igueness of the term 'community'. The pamphlet sets out to descibe a process

a . the culmination of which it can be said a black 'community' existed. But its
o'mn use of the term in various places in the text demonstrates ambiguity both

-~
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in the definition of a stage at which the 'community' was 'born' and in its
bléckneés._ If it was ‘borm' in 1979 (when the police invaded Southall to help
the’ NF), as the pamphlet argues, then it ma&es little sense to refer to, much
earller, "the beginnings of the communlty "a community composed of men with
no intentions of settling’ or 'a growing community responding to the attitudes
of white socxety If it is a black community, how can the pamphlet talk, at
one point, of 'black commmities in Southall' and, at another, of 'bridging
relxglous and national divisions in the community'? . This is not meant as a
nit-picking criticism, but as a clear recognition that the term is imprecise in
itself. Therefore it is of no value to prove that a black community exists in
Southall. $Still less can it be deduced that, because such a community exists,
it is correct to seek its autonowy, or any other rights for it, for that matter.

There atre indications that the authors:of the»pamphlet areAawarevot the true

- nature of the social phenomena in respect of.which Free National Development

poses the right to autonomy based on areas of concentration. On p.30, it says
"But while the local authority was deliberately neglecting its area of greatest
black concentration, the Asians thenselves were turning Southall into a self-
possessed Asian town." And "Asians feel at home here; it is their town in a
very real sense." It is clear from the context that it does not mean just
Southall Asians. The reality is not one of a number of isolated black
communities in a sea of white people. It is one of nationalities, each
disseminated throughout England, and to a lesser extent, Scotland and Wales.
Within the dissemination of a nationality are areas of concentration, such .as

Southall, Highfields, Manningham or St Pauls. Within the area of concentration,

to a greater or lesser extent, the different nationalities themselves cluster
together. So that the areas of concentration form the core both of given total

nationalities and of the links between natlondlltles. For this reason Free
'iNatlonal Devclopment focuses on such areas.: ‘

1 has been said that the pamphlet concentrates on the reaction to racism.-

It is a strength that it concentrates on the national minority's reaction,to
this, rather than distorting reality in an attempt to prove a united black and
white response. It shows how the Asian workers in Southall factories.organised
against their exploitation and against the racism of employers and fellow,
workers and the indifference of the unions.:: It shows the use of. soecial and
cultural organisatiohs“dutside the place' of work, like. tha IWA and Gurudwaras,
to organise at the workplace. It shows the use of. common ties of nationality
to support strikes, by collections outside’ the workplace and, extensions of:
credit by shopowners. = ; ¢ - -

It shows a his tory of settlement, and how racism caused the host communlty to
create intolerable housing conditions for the national minorities, to subJect
their children to educational deprivation and physical danger, and te threaten
them with the violence of civilian and police attacks. The racist responre is
described in detail, ' Some protests and pressure groups are described but there

is not the same detailed description of the mational minority's initial reactions -
e.g. through the IWA or the Gurudwaras - perhaps because this information is not
easily available. But a more important reason for this is the theme of the

'New Dawn' thesis, that real r¢31stance did not arlse until the youth started

to flght back : i ,

'Treatlng the theme in this way glves a false 1mpreaalon of the Lharacter of

the national minorities in Southall, especially of .the .dominant Punjabi Sikh
community., It is true that the development of immigrant mationalities depends
to a great extent on their reception, Assimilation can take place where the
national majority is not antagonistic., The main determinant of the English
people's response to black immigration has been .their racism. = This has, meant

“that the conditions for assimilation were never created. Thus -one:important

aspect of the identity and separaceness of the national minorities has been
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. their reaction to that racism. But the other .aspect is more vital, because,

" without it there would have been no basis for identity and no, justification

"‘for separateness. This is the specific national character of the minorities,
‘based-on.a common national ‘origin, of which:factors like language, culture

+and common psychological make-up are transplanted from common territory and
economic system. This mational tradition continues despite fragmentatxon
through -multifold proceases of social dnteraction internal ito the  given: ...
natlonal mlnorlty AT : o : b k¢

"An important“common'theme”both in the reaction to external forces of racism
‘and the internal ‘process.of-national development is .the historical heritage of
imperialism. It provides a valuable framework of learnt experience to explain
the continuing oppression., Thus: the pamphlet quotes the Punjabi Times on. the
April 1979 invasion: "Monday's police .terrorism has convinced people that
‘Southall has been reduced to the status of a British Imperial Colony from that
of ‘a town of free citizens.": And it quotes a school student: "I remember
thinking when: I was younger that maybe, somehow, my language - the language of
‘my parents -~ isn't a real language...All our history is from a British point
of view....what they're saying-all-the time is that white is right. So we
grow up with English nicknames- and no self-respect.! . But to recognise the
existence of this imperialist heritage is to see both the continuation of an
internal tradition of reésistance to it and the social 1mperat1ve of continuing
“to asaert a national 1dent1ty free from it. 0 o : ;

J& 1 390N 1 ‘ A ” Fgeis
“From the point of view of the vontlnuatlon and development of natlonal identity
" there areé many themes which the pamphlet could have described in its search
for the-conditions of the 'birth of a black community'. Culture, language and
religion maintain and strengthen identity and communality.. They probably also
adapt to serve the interests of a nationality in an alien surrounding, enabling
it, perhaps, to:absorb some aspects of the extermal culture without harming the
integrity of the nationality, or emphasising aspects which help it to reject )

' unwelcome intrusions. These are questions which could valuably be explored. i

" Culture, language and religion also do not exist in a vacuum, but through: .

concrete social, economic and polltlcal relationships.  In the same way they
are transmitted from one generation to another. The pamphlet may not wish to
deal with the question of caste, but it is impossible to explain. patterns of
solidarity and loyalty without some reference to it. -Family and marrlage ties,
however restrictive ‘they-may be to the:individual of the younger generation,
are part of the reality of the social structure of Southall.. Patterns of.
employment exist within the minority community, and businesses gain and keep
custom through secial: links, as well as. finding funds to set up or survive.

There are many forms of community leadership :and community. coroperation which
depend on and reinforce the national interrelations. of ithe Punjabis in Southall.
These may be in the Gurudwara, the IWA, in various: social or political groupings,

‘or-in families. There is no ‘doubt that such struetures will be in the process
‘of’ fairly rapid change, to adapt to the meeds of a hostile enwironment. But
without them there would be no Southall:«'community' to ‘fight- back. against racism.
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The pamphlet presents a relatively sophisticated version of the first theme of
the 'Ngw Dawn' thesis. It does not suggest a complete disjunction between
younger and older generations. - Thus it says ."many of the parents sympathised
with the more militant tactics adopted by .their children to express their:

- ‘grievances." But -the isclation of-the role of the:youth, and the neglect of
‘the link between: generatloﬁs, is. in keeping with the general, theme of the
pamphlet. In effect it is arguing that the- strength and identity. of the.
community was derived from the resistance to racism, and that this only
:£lourished with the reslstance of the youth from 1976 (Gurdlp Slngh Chaggar's
‘death) ‘onwards. el L S - LA e
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The concrete basis from which the argument proceeds is that the youth were
more militant at that time, that they were prepared to take the struggle on,
to the streets and to attack the police and defend themselves against whites.
The conclusions drawn from this are two,
1. The youth'were organising "in terms of British realities, as opposed to the
IWA which was based and organised around politics which emanated from the
Indian Subcontinent."
2 The youth did not organise around "their Punjabi identity" but their
"cultural reaction took on a much more pollrlcal form,"
(What is meant by "more political form" is obscure.) These conclusions
suggest a line, which admittedly seems to strike, a discordant note in
comparison with many of the quotations and descriptions.in the text, that the
way foward for the Southall ‘community' is to turn its back on its national
origins and identity. It is suggestad that the politics of India are in
themselvés irrelevent to the situation faced by the Indian national minority
in Britain. It is suggested that the 'Punjabi identity' is no longer a focus
for the Punjabi youth to organ ise around. At the same time centuries of
experience of imperialism in the Punjabi homeland seems to be relegated to ‘the
history books.

This position is untenable. It is only meaningful if the origins and
traditions of the mnational m1n0r1ty are regarded as forgotten and abandoned
This is not possible, nor is it desirable. For te lose the link with the
history of the national homeland would distort any understanding of the nature
of the racist opppression faced, by abstracting it from its imperialist context.
It would also disrupt continuance between the struggles of the national
minorities in the metropolis and those of the oppressed nations of the Third
World. The position makes racism a phenomenon of the metropolis, only fully
experienced and understood by a youth who not only have been born and brought
up in England, but also who are assumed to have nc experience or connection

‘with the traditions of their homeland. It is a short step from this to an

assimilationist position, to ‘black and white unite and fight', and't6 the
loss of any distinct social and cultural basis of which the natlonal mlnorltles
can build up a res lstanue to racism.

The reality of social development is one in which the different aspects of the
nationality are interrelated. The youth is one aspect of the natlonallty
Their experienté in England, their confusion over their language and culture,
their new patterns of relationships with each other and with other national
minorities and with the white majority, their attitudes towards racist
oppre851on are all part of the charvacter of the national minority. But the
experlence of the older generations, both at home and in England, are also a
part of that character. One age-group cannot be a society. If there is a
sharp conflict between the generations in a society this is itself a crucial
aspect of that society, not a reason to treat them as two separate groupings.

On this point the Race Today panphlet shows the logical extension ot the
conclusions to which "Southall™ comes. Its one-sidedness extends to
isolation of workers as well as isolation of youth, This comes rather’
incongruously in the pamphlet, since the youth movement it describes in its
later paragraphs has nothing to do with work or struggles at work, presumably
because most of these youth are either unemployed or intellectuals or both.
But the major part of the pamphlet is a description of factory struggles.

;And in its conclusion it hammers home the proletarian theme. In one final

passage the IWA are criticised as a hindrance to the deveropment of the
'struggles of "Asian workers", the Asian Youth Movement given the task of
"winning older ‘workers" and are told they will be helped by . "West Indian

workers." For R.T., the young Asians have created a "political dawn'. ' They

Have ”scant 1nterest in Indian politics', which is seen as a good thlng

.
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The older ‘generation's struggle is seen as a separate, and exhausted stage.
Now is the stage-of the "radical and insurrectionary movement of the Asian .
youth". And though the pamphlet claims to be showxng Asian youth that’ there
~ has been "an Asian movement” since the 50's, it is doing so essentially to
prové tliat the organisations of the older people have become a hxndrance, and
all depends on the youth

Summed up, the 'New Dawn the51s anmunts to this: when the f1rst generatlon
came, they ‘wanted to live in peace SO they didn't fight too hard. The new
generation face racist oppression which they are not prepared to. tolerate.
‘They fight back for their community, and thus_.see themselves as distinct.

So.the youth are developing their own identity (black, As1an, Ind1an,_depend1ng
on taste). This seems to be the meaning of an obscure passage Lq Rol..~ Zhe
- young Asians'.'sense of loyalty to the Asian community was only partly a
“product of cultural up brlngxng. It owed much to the political 1solat10n of

Asians in Britain who hadn't known Asia. In 1976 the rsolatxon turned lnto

" identity". e

How can identity emerge from isolation? A desire for identity may, but not
identity, which is based on the positive - what you have - not on what you are
‘deprIVed 6f;. And what kind of identity? This is the real questlon. ‘ Those
who 'see the youth as a new dawn cannot answer it because, after all, the1r
emergence is: based on breaking links with the old - .the homeland and its’
" culturé. And what will they say when this youth becomes old, and‘thelr
chlldren are the new generatxon’ Is there yet another 1dent1ty?

oy

i

The different threads in the argument become confuaed and end up becomlng

a tangle.: ‘The model of the first. generaticn is supposed to have been
~assimilation, of the second, separateness. To some extent there is truth

in this. ‘The sociologists and planners from the majority communlty argued
for assimilation, and many national minorities were taken in by it. Some of
the immigrants believed they would be accepted as British - particularily
Caribbeans. Not only were they quickly disabused, but their culture and
behaviour contradicted any superficial desire to assimilate. They held
closely . to their: lénguage, customs and social networks. The youth, on the
other hand, were in a-better positien to assimilate. They had been to -
"school 'in England, socialised with the English, picked up many Engllsh
habits and-perspectives; they had not been acculturised in Punjab or
Bangladesh., ' But they.found antagonism and sought separateness. Yet if that
“separateness is .to be real, it must be based on the cultural identity which
stems from:the origins their parents are steeped in. And that 1dent1ty, the
same argument tells us, the youth reject.. If the identity they are forglng
and grasping is derived from 1solat10n, if it is divorced from the natlonal
- character and traditions, then what is it?, No soc1ety creates its own way
of life out of nothing. Therefore it must be created out of Engllsh ‘society
and cultute.  As the Southall pamphlet suggests ''the youth were also
articulating their need.to organise in. terms of Brltlsh realities". 'I1f this
logic:is pursued; it is ‘the youth who seek to asslmllate with Brltlsh society,
- ‘although 'antagonistically. The leaders, by contrast, remalned separate byt
'Ldoc11e. Clearly thls ‘cannot be right. anty 2 it 7
In cr1t1¢151ng thxs train of thought there ls no 1ntent1on to deny one of the
positive aspects-which the Southall writers bring out - the struggle for unity
between black nationalities. That,is positive. But it is a struggle, still
exxsting in'the desire. rather than. the realrty, whrch ls lnevrtably strll
based'in-separate national cultures; . We:must avpid 51nk1ng into the, blxssful
" naivety of the authors of "Rally- Round Reorientate the Leegue" and see the
beginnings of any kind of..coalescence "into one. natlonallty 5 even if 'this
does not yet cross the Afro-Asian divide and leaves the Chinese "as distinct"
(and presumably inscrutable) "as before". Nor is it intended to deny that
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the new generation changes the norms and patterns of the national

character passed on by the older generation. On the contrary, it is that
dynamic interrelationship between the different elements in the nationality
that gives it the strength to survive and establish its rights in a hostile
environment. The Southall pamphlet is ambiguous, for its theme of the
building of a total community conflicts with its argument for the uniqueness
of the youth.

Both Southall and Race Today see the struggle for community self-defence as

a high point in the development of Asian politics in England. The FND
position wishes to go further and see it as a step on the road to a higher
point - autonomy. There is a difference in that one view concentrates on
response to attack, and defensiveness, the other tries to highlight the
offensive, the building of a distinct entity with firm foundations in
nationality. But the growth of national identity is clearly conditioned by
the environment of racist oppression and the need to counter it. And the
recognition of community self-defence is based in the realisation that there
is something to be defended, going beyond the individual, but not class-based
or class-oriented as the RTL proponents would aver. For all its immediate
attraction, the 'New Dawn' thesis is fundamentally blurred and idealist. It
avoids the extreme 'black and white workers' line by recognising some need
for separateness. But it avoids also the anathema of nationalism. As a
result it cannot explain concrete phenomena because it has no firm theoretical
basis. It is not surprising that RCG and RTL can use it as a basis for lines
which subsume the national struggles into the struggle of the working class.

A member of the sub-committee would like to borrow or obtain
photocopies of the following:

C. McCollester, "The Political Thought of Amilc:r Cabral",
Monthly Review 24, 10, March 1973, pp.l10-21.

L. Rudebeck, "Development and Class Struggle in Guinea-Bissau".
Monthly Review 30, 8, Jan. 1979.

J. O'Brien, "Tribe, Class, Nation: Revolution and the Weapon of
Theory in Guinea-Bissau". Race and Class 19,1, 1977, pp.l-18.
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