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Those who uphold' anti-Il:·ish jokes as an expression of anti.::.Irish racism 
that such a people racist Whilst 

not the ·of chauvinist stereotypes (the mean Scotsman, the 
rugby · piaying, chior s'inging Taff) the tha't an tiO:.Irish chal.l.v.ihisin 
is fuliy defined is a priori rather than empirica1. Why· such 
attitudes' to the Irish and not other white stere·otypes ar-e. racist, needs 
to be explained: ' 

. . 

and circulatiari 
media, amongst the myth makers, creating images; 
symbols metaphors·to embody the bourgeoisie's line- wit as a-weap6n 
is a long-: stan'ding argument . ·· In surveying the despicable product of the 
sewers of Fleet throughout the ages, one· needs to remember that 
such cart9onists reactive, dealing in 'comment' (something 'apt' to 
say)'; riot in fao-ts. We can agree with David Low that "a carto0n 
is an of a pictorial or social idea, served up some-
times in caricatural.o. draftmanship, sometimes not •11 

To bolster the argument for anti-Irish racism, the 19th century 
cartoons which 'simianise' the Irish, and those modern day cartoons of 
the madman are used as eviaence. They have a champion in 

L.P. He the formulation in the 19th 
of the ·irish stereotype attributed charactersistics of ignorance, laziness, 

childishness and emotional instabiiity: 

"Irishmen thus shared with virtually all the peoples 
of the Empire the label of childish, and the remedy for 
children -in most Victorian households was a prJper 'licking'. (32) 

The other scrt of Ireland that in cartoons was Hibernia, 
the spirit of Celtic Ireland, appearing as a maiden indistinguishable in 
grecian purity of profile from the 'matron Britannia protecting her'. 
Punch's vicious drawings that lrish neople as helpless 

incapabie of themselves, or as 'wild 
that equally to the indigenous working class. ·The 

selective barb of the Tomahawk cartoon is aimed at the·heart of 1rish 
rebels - the Fenians and paetisans of Home Rale. 

Jak's drawing to the madmen of sbhool of black 
propcganda,· specifically "featuring the IRA, INLA, UDF, PPF, UDA etc. etc.," 
which continually sets the tone of analysis by sp(wing out diatribes 8 gainst 
'men of violence' and 'the killers', trying to implant the idea 
uf the'incomprehensability' of the struggle in Ireland. 

Gumming's cartoon reflects one of the central myths of·English propo­
gand? as stated in the Sunday Times _editotial of August 28th 1983: 

"Since 1969 (to look no further back) the main note of British ' 
policy in Ireland ' has been Successive 
British lives and money on a large scale, seeing - rightly or 

·wrongly - no other way to keep some sort of peace - and prosperity 
in? place they would just as soon be out of." 

in the Congo, Beirut or Belfast, the intervention of imperialist 
forces is always packaged in the mythology of 'keeping the peace'. Just 
as the presents itself as a neutral arbitator within Britain, it 
seekd to portray 'holding the ringr the 

'bloodbath theory' of withdrawal and pogroms will 
Its use irt relation to Occ.upiea · Irele>nd i 's not an exeptiori related to a 
specific racist atti'tude towards the Irjsh people . The self-interest in 
such an argument, the maintenance of English·control, is self-evident. · 
It ]s one that continues to justify national 
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In not providing an analysis to demonstrate the operation of anti ­
Irish r~cism , but by asserting its existence , the danger ar{6es of giving 
racism a mercurial quality, of random ap~lication; diluting the precise 
nature of that form of national oppressiono We should act on the advice 
of Ha"'o Zedong to stud,y in an all- round way: . ' ry . 

"Unless we study Uie particwiari ty of contradicti">ns, we have no 
wa y of determining the particula~ esience of a thihg which 
di fferentiates it from other things, no way of djscovering the 
particular cause or particular basis for the movement or development 
of a thing , and no way of distinguishing or.e thing from another . " 

(On Cont~adiction FLP 1967, p . 14) 

While the use and abuse of English power has been the leitmotiv of 
Irish history since the middlecages, that 'damnable question' has occupied 
the political arena like no other colonial concern. Th~ irtevitable reaction 
of the · subjebtpeople0in.the shape of an anti~i~per~alis~ strqi~le fo~. 
national survival and independence has its reaction in the cba~vinism of" 

·an Engiish nationalist response that has had its effect in all classes . 

As a colony Ireland differed in important respects from the other 
' members' of the Empire . Ireland's representation in the imperial parli~­
ment refl ected, in spite of the r eality of a crlonial relati~naship, a 
'sister' island status whereby Irish members, at times, possessed intlue~ce 
on the parliamentary balance of power (eg. Parnell's organised obstruction 
of procedure) . Ireland alone amongst Britain's dependant territoEies was 
in a p6siticn to. exert·direct political pressure on British political life . 
As already detailed, the position o-f the Irish immigrant meant~that ~hey 
were always first to feel each turn of the capital~st's sc~ew,vand they 
were also amongst the first to organise working class resistance to the 
encroachm~nt of their meagre rights. As a catho~ic priest in h anchester 
stated, the Irish were 11 more prone to take p a rt in trade uni0ns, combina :. 
tions and secret societies than the English:' (33) The n e gative reaction 
towards the Irish migrant should not be automatirrally associated with 
' racial animosities' • As E, Strauss, author of Irish Nati0nalism and B 
British Demucr~cy noted : 

"When the introduction of the new Poor Law (1834.) was followed ,, 
by the exp2riment of transplanting some four thousand East 
Anglian paupers into Lancashire and Cheshire, their reception 
was equall~ unfavourable and the resident Irish were, indeed, 
prominant in their opposition to this scheme . " (34) · 

Racism is the expression of natiunal 0ppression that Black national 
minorities in Britain endure . The intention o~ this assertion is not to· 
question the existance of the national oppressi~n that the Irish nationa l 
minority face . It is to demonstra te that spe cific for~s may relat e to ~ 
particular nation . What is of major political CRncern is what form it 
takes . mith regaBd to the Irish nat1onal minority it is an understanding 
of the historical evolu tioh whereby the denial o.f its na ti nnal rights 
provides a basis for oppression within Brita~n . 

Iu the d etail given to the relations b e tween the English working 
class -a'nd the Irish na·tional minority , the e.ndea;vour is to demonstrate 
the changing perc eptiomf. Reac ·tion . has give-n way, after nearl.y 180 .yea"rs 
of large saale Irish settlement, to processes cf partial assimilation and 
acceptanc.e':, which diguises the National Mn minority status of the Irish 
in Britain . It reaches such proportions that t he CRC does not recognis'e 
the Irish as an ' ethnic group' • Nor is working c.laE!s behavio.ur root e d in 
beli e fs of ' celti c charact er' , or what acacte mics call 'an objectirie 
crite rion o£ rac e ', or skin colour. Increasingly ·th e English r e sponse t o 
the Irish MXR is det~~min~d by events in Ireland . The agit~tion an~ 
violence against the Irish are not accompanied by articulatio~ of racist 
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ideology, but ois rooted in the resistance in the Occu~ied Counties. 
As the February resoluti~n ~oncludes: 

"The Irish national minority in Britain will resist the increased 
oppression which they face 1rom the British State as the 6ppression 
of Ireland by ~ritish irr.peri 2 lism intensifies. We must increase 
our support ·for this resistance." 

************************************** 
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'[ 1e purpose of this paper is to isolate and conunent on a particular tendency 
o: thought in relation to the development of black minorities in Britain and 
t 1eir resistance to :racist op1 ression . For shorthand purposes it will be ' 
r!ferred to as the 'New Dawn' thesis. There are three interconnected themes 
wl'thin this tendency. The clearest theme is that the minority youth constitute 
a1 entity with . a new and distinct identity, created and expressed by their 
r ~sistance niovements • . This theme necessarily entails . t;:he second, that the 
e ~-aracter and activity of Bla~k Society derives principally from their response 
tl ·racist oppression iri Britain and little, if at all~ from their origins, 
hl.story and experience in the oppressed nations. The third theme is not so 
O>Viously connected. It is that the character of the minorities is overwhelmingly 
p ~oletarian, and that only the activity of the workers from their communities is 
o: a progress:lve nature, and is, in fact, part of the general activity of the 
w>rking class in Britain. This theme is linked with the other two because like 
tlem it emphasises the Britishness of experience of the minorities in Britain, 
t1at is, experience of developed capitalism. free of the flaws and aberrations 
o: pe_asant society and semi-feudal conditions. 

All three themes can be recognised in RTL, as in the line of FRFI. The same 
t mdency can be perceived in a Race Today article, which apparently encap_s~Jates 
t te position of that organisation. · It also underlie~> the pamphlet: 'Southall, 
:B ~rth of a Black Community. 1 It is proposed to deal mainly with the latter. 
T te reason for this is that 'Southall' is a serious empirical study which 
:p 1rports to analyse the factors for cohesiveness and resistance in an important 
a~ea of concentration of national minorities. As a document of racist 
o1pression in such an area it is useful and impressive. The weakness of the 
'lew Dawn' thesis emerges clearly because of its contrast with the strength of 
tte description of oppression. And the objective of the pamphlet enables the 
'1ew Dawnt thesis to be exposed Ln the light of the theory of Free National 
D !Velopment. 

Ot the surface, 'Southall, Birth of a Black Community' sLould be of great value 
it assessing and developing the concept of Free National Development and its 
~ mcomi tant of autonomy base~ on areas of concentration of national minorities. 
T Lis is so because its major theme is the development of a community -which 
i 1plies social, psychological and cultural integrity within a given geographic 
a td demographic context - in an area known to be one of the highest national 
:n .nority concentration in England. This critique will attempt to show that 
t tis promise is not fulfilled. The pamphlet contains a valuable catalogue of 
t te response in various aspects of the natioral IID;lority population and the . 
;; :ate organs to the growth of black population - the response of racism especially 
i ·1 its ntore blatent forms. Its analysis of the national minorities, however, is 
b tsed on an assumption of the validity of the first two of the themes in the 
r · Jew Dawn' thesis. It concentrates on the youth, emphasising the conflict 
b !tween generations and ignoring their interrelationship. And it bases its 
t'teory of the 'birth of conununityt on the reaction of national minorities to 
:r Lcism, neglecting the development of group identity based on existing 
~~: taracteris tics. It does not specifically emphasise the proletarian theme • 
a .thou:gh by failing to consider the interrelationship between classes within 
t:Le national minority people, it allows this theme to be inferred. 

O: :e question will be dealt with here as a preliminary poiqt, although it is 
l .kely that deeper examination of it would throw light on many of the weaknesses 
o: current thinking on the national minority struggle. It centres on the 
,,. tgueness of the tenn 'community'. The pamphlet sets out to descibe a process 
a. the culmination of which it can be said a black 'community' existed. But its 
01 •n use of the term in various places in the text demonstrates ambiguity both 
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in the definition of a stage at which the 'community' was 'born' and in its 
blackness. Xf it was thorn' in 1979 (when the police invaded Southall to help 
the "NF), ' a~ the pam#hlet argues, then it makes little sense to refer to, much 
earlier, 'th~ beginrdngs of the eommunity', 'a community composed of men with 
no 'iriteritioris' of settling' or 'a growing community responding to the attitudes 
of white sod~ty'. If . it is a black community, hO\v can t.he pamphle.t .talk, at 
one· point', of · 'black communities in Southall' and, at another., of 'bridging 
religtou~ and : national divisions in the community''! . This is not meant as a 
nit-picking criticism, but as a clear recognition that the term is impreci'se in 
itself. , Therefore it is of no value to prove that a black community exists in 
Southall. Still less ' ca11 it· be deduced that , because such a community e~dsts, 
it_ is corr~ct to seek ·its autonomy·, ·or- any other rights for it~ for that matter. 

Thefe are :in'dicatioris that the authors : of the pamphlet are . aware of the true · 
nature of the social phenomena in respect' of . which Free National Development 
poses the right to autonomy based on areas of concentration. On p.30, it says: 
"But while t;he local authority was deliberately neglecting its. area of greatest 
black concentration·, the Asians the..nselves were turning Southall into a s~tf­
possessed Asian town. 11 And "Asians feel at home here; it is their tm·ro. in a 
very real sense." It is clear from the context that ·it -does not mean just 
Southall Asians. The reality is not one of a number of isola.te.d blac'l<, 
connnunities in a sea of white people. It is one of nationalities, each, 
disseminated throughout England, and to a lesser extent, Scotland and Wales. 
Within the dissemination of a nationality are areas -of concentration, such as 
Southall, . ~ighfie.lds. Manningham or St P.auls. Within the area of concentration, 
~o a greater or lesser extent, the different nationalities the1l)selves cluster 
together. So that the ··areas of concentration 'form the core both of given total 
nationalities at~d 'of the links between nationalities. For this reason .Free 
Nad~rt~i · :Development · focuses on such areas. . ' .. 

,.._. 
; • .,.1.'. 

It has bbe1i said ' that the pamphlet concentrat;es on the reaction . tq . . racism. 
it is a strength that it concentrates on the national minori:ty 1 s reo11ction. to 
this, rcither than distorting reality in an attempt to prove .a unite.d black and 
white response. ·· tt shows how the Asian workers in Southall fact,ories , organised 
against their exploitation -and against the racism of empl )y~rs and fellow . 
workers and the indifference of the unions. ': It · show.s the use of. social and 
cultural organisations ' ~tside the place ' of work, .like , tha TWA anct Gurudwaras, 
to organise at the wbrkplace. It shows the use of, common ties of nati;onality 
to support strikes, by collectionsoutsidei the workplace and . extensions of : 
credit by shopowers. · 

It. shows a · history 'of settlement, and how -racism caused :thf! has~ c~mmunity to 
:create intolerable housing · conditions for .the national mino,r:Lt.~e~, .to ,su~]ect 
their chi l(!ren· to ·educational ·deprivation an:d ph¥sic.al dat\ger , . and ,tq,. tt,lreAten 
them with the violence of civilia.n and police attacks. Th.e racist . responr-e is 
described' in detai 1. · Some· p'rotests and pressure groups are dcescr;p~d qut there 
is not the same: detailed ·description of the natl.onal minority's , in~t;~~! reactions -
e.g. through the IWA or the· Gurudwaras ... perhaps because thi$ inf.qrm~ti;an ,is not 
easily available. But a more important reason for this is the theme of the 
'New Dawn' theSis, that real resistance did not anse until the youth started 
to fight bac:k. 

' Tte:adng the theme in · this way gives a false impression of tha t;;har.G).~t~r-of 
tne riatioriat' minorities in Southall, especially of , the dominant Punjabi S .~kh 
co!flli!unity. It is true that the development of immigrant aationalities ciepends 
to a great extent on their reception~ . Assimilation can take place :where .. the 
national majo#ty is not antagonistic. · The -main determinant of the . E~gli.sh 
people 1 s response 'to black innnigration has been their'. racis.m. This has .. meant 

· th'at the conditions for' assimilation were never created •. Thus :one :importa.nt 
aspect of the identity and separat:eness of the national minorities has. been 
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their reaction to. that racism • . But the other aspe,ct is- more vi tal, because 
without · it there ·would have been no :basis for identity . and .no. justific:~tion 

·' ·fo-r separat:enes:.s-. This• is -the specific national chara~tet: of the. m~u,or:ities, 
::based ·on -•;:i common national ;origin, o.f whit~:.h factors Jike lang,uage, ciu.Lture 

·· and conuno-ri •psy-chological · make-up -are transp ianted from ·con;mon _te.rri tory _and. 
ecoi40mic system. 'This ·national tradition c~ntinues despi~e fragm~ntatipn .. 
through ' multifold pro;cess€is of . sodal .·interaction intental, ;to. t~he giv~? : · .. 
national minority . . · ' ... _ , , · 

'. 
' ' 

·'An important· cotnnl.Qn theme .both in the reaction to e.,xtern.al forc;es of raqism 
:and the internal -'process ,of·-:national development . is ,the. histor~ca~ Ju~ritage of 
imperialism. It provides a valuable framework of learnt experience to explain 

· the continuing oppression. Thus the pa."llphlet quotes th~ Punj abi T~mes QI4 ;the 
April 1979 invasion: "Monday's police .terrorism has convinced. people that 

· Southall has been reduced to the status of a British Imperial .Colony from that 
of : a town of free citizens." -. And it quotes a school _ student: "I re~mber 
thinking -when· ! was younger that maybe, somehow, my language -:- the language of 

·my parents -- isn't a real language ••• All our history is from a British point 
of · view.~ .. what they're saying ·all -the · time is thaLwhite is right. _ Sowe 
grow up -with English ;nicknames· and no self-respect.'~ - But to recognise ,the 
existence of this imperia-list heritage . is to see both the continuatiotl. of an 
internal tradition of· resistance · to it and the social imperative of cpntinuing 

· to assert · a · national identity free -_from iL ,., ;. ; . . ;,: 
l ... l~- ~ ~ \ . 

· From: the point ·of view of the continuation and development ; of natiQn?1 identity 
there are many themes which the pamphlet. could have described it} il:s -search 
for • the -' conditions of the · 'birth of a black eommunity'. Culture.; ~a.t:l-.SU!'lge and 
religion maintain and strengthen identity and communali ty. They . :pro~.a.'Q~y, also 
adapt to serve the interests of a nationality in an alien surrounding, enabling 
it, ·perhaps, to ; absorb ·some aspects of the exte-mal culture without harming the 
integrity of the nationality, or emphasising aspects which help it . to reject 
unwelcome intrusions. These are questions which .could valuably be explored. 

· Ctil ture, language and religion -also do not exist in a vacuum, but , through. : · 
concrete so'cial, economic and poli:tical relationships. · In · the same way they 
;are transmitted fromone generation -to -another. The pamphiet. may notwi~h to 
de·al- with the · question_ of caste, but .it _ is • impossible to explain , patterns, of 
solidarity and loyalty witho-ut some reference to :it. -Family and mar.riage ties, 
however restrictive ·they ~ may be to the :indi.vidual of the younger generation, 
are part of the reality of the social structure of Southall. , Pat terns of-. 
employment exist within the minority community, and businesses gain and keep 

· custom through · seciallinks, as well · as . finding funds to set up . o.r surv.ive. 
There are many forms of coinmunity leadership. :and community ca.-operation wtdch 
depend on and reinfor-ce the national interrelations- .of :the Punjabis in_ Sc;>uthall. 
These may be in the Gurudwara, the IWA, in various .social• or' political grouping's, 

' or•· in families. The·re is no doubt · that such· structures. will be in the process 
'·Ofi fairly rapid change, to adapt to the needs . of a •hos•tile environment. - But 
without them there would be ·no Southall: l' community' to ·fight · back, again.st racism. 

:;: 
; . . ; ~.: 

<:'rj ' ' · .. r ; '' ·' :; 

The pamphlet presents a relatively sophisticated version of the first theltle of 
the 'N~w Dawnt thesis. It does not suggest a complete disjunction between 
young~r and older generations. Thus ,it says ,'tmany of the parent,s sympathised 
with the• mbre militant tactics adopted by .their children:, to exp;ress: their ' 
·grievances." But ·the isolation of,.·the role of the:.youth,, .and the. ·neglect of 
the link between .generations, is. in. keeping with ,the gen~al . :th~m~. of_ the _· 
pamphlet. . In effect it is arguing that tne --str.ength and i .Q.enti,t:y of . the , 

·- cotnmunity was derived from the resistance ·:to -racism, and that this onl.y 
f-lourished with the resistance .of the youth ·f:rom 197,6- ·(Gurdip Singh. Ohaggar' s 
'death) :'onwards. : · ;-;;; ·.: •)': .. · :_,. · · .:; ,. 

' . 
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The concrete basis from which the argument proceeds is that the youth were 
mor~· militant at that time, that they were prepared to take the struggle on . 
to the streets and to attack the police and defend themselves against whites. 
The conclusions drawn frbm this are two, · 
1. The youth ' were organi'sing "in tenus of British realitiec<;, as opposed to the 
IWA which was based and organised around politics which emanated from the · · 
Indian Subcontinent. 11 

• 

2. The youth did not organise around "their Punjabi identity" but their 
';cultur.il reaction took on a much more political form." 
(What is meant by "more political form11 is obscure.) These conclusions 
suggest a line, which admittedly seems to strike, a discordant note in 
comparison with many of the quotations and descriptions , in the text, that the 
way foward for the Southall 'community' is to turn its back on its national 
origins and identity. It is suggested that the politics of India are in 
themselves irrelevent to the situation faced by the Indian national minority 
in Britain. It is suggested that the 'Punjabi identity' is no longer a focus 
for the Punjabi youth to organise around. At the same time c~nturies of · 
experience of imperialism in the Punjabi homeland seems to be . relegated' ti:> '' the 
history books. ·· · · 

This position is untenable. It is only meaningful if the ong~ns and . 
traditions of the national minority are regarded as forgotten in1d abandOned. 
This is not possiiYle, nor is it desirable. For to lose the link with the 
history of the national homeland would distort any understanding of the nature 
of the racist opppression faced, by abstracting it from its imperialist context. 
It would also disrupt continuance between the struggles of the national 
minorities in the metropolis and those of the oppressed nations of theThird 
World. The position makes racism a phenomenon of the metropolis, only fully 
experienced and understood by a youth who not only have been born and brought 
up in England, hut also who are assumed to have no experience or connection 
with the traditions of their homeland. It is a short step from this to an 

· assimilationist position, to 'black and white unite and fight', and t{:) the 
loss of any distinct social and cultural basis of which the national ·minorities 
can build up a resistance to racism. . ~ .. 

The reality of· social development is one in which the different aspe~ts ' of the 
nationality are interrelated; The youth is one aspect of the nationi:tl.ity ~ 
Their experien'ce in England, their confusion over their language and culture, 
their new patterns of relationships with each other and with other national 
minont~es arid with the white majority, their attitudes towards racist 
oppression are. all part of the character of the national minority. But the 
experience of the older generations, bo.th at home and in England, are also a 
part of that 'character. One age-group cannot be a society. · If there · is' a 
sharp conflict between the generations in a society this is itself a crucial 
aspect of that society, not a reason to treat them as two separate groupings. 

On this point the Race Today panphlet shows the logical extension of the / 
conclusions to which ·"Southall11 comes. Its one-sidedness extends to ' 
isolation of workers as weH as isolation of youth. This comes rath~r 1 

incong·ruotisly in the pamphlet, since the youth movement it describes in its 
later paragraphs has nothing to do with work or .struggles at work, p)::'~~utitably 
because most of these youth are either unemployed or intellectuals or both. 

- "But the major part of the patnphlet is · a description of factory struggles. 
, Arid in its conclusion it hannners home the proletarian theme. In one final 

passage the IWA are criticised as a hindrance to. the devel'Opmerit of the . 
. ~t~ug~les of "Asian workers", the Asian You~h Movement given the task .of: 
w~nn~ng ol,der ~vorkers" and are told they, wtll be helped by . "West Ind1an 

workers." For R.T., the young As-ians have created a "political dawn". · They 
have ;tscant interest in Indian politics", ~hich is seen as a good thing. 
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The alder 'generation's st~uggle is .. seen as a $eparate, aiJ,d exhausted stage. 
Ndw is the s.tage ·. of the "radical <1nd insurrectio.n<lrY mov~ment of the Asian ·. 
youth". And though the pamphlet claiiQ.s to be show{ng Asiilil youth that · there 
has been . '~an Asian ·movement" since the 50 1 s, it ~s doing so essentially to 
prove that the organisations of the older people . have bec;ome a hindrance, . and 
all depends on the youth. · · · · · 

'. l . . •· 

Sunmed up, the 'New Dawn' thesis amountl:l · to this: when the first generation 
came,- they ·wanted to live in peace so they didn~ t fight ,too hard. The . n'ew 
generation face racist oppression wh{ch they are · itot prepared 'to. tol~~~t~· •. · 

' They fight back for their community, al\d thus . see . themseJv.~s as distinct. 
So . the youth are developing their own identity (bla,ek~ Asian, Indian·, .·d~pending 
on taste). This seems to be the meaning. of an obs~·ur~ pass.age· ~tf R. ').' . . - , 'ih.e 

· young Asians'' ·· '"sense . of loyalty to the Asian coDJD1~ni ty was ' p~~Y. partly a 
·· prod~ct of cultural · up bringing. .rt owed mur.h .to the poli deal' isolatior1 of 

As:lans in Britain who hadn't known Asia. In 1976 th~ isolation turne.d into 
identity". . . . ·. . . . . 

How can identity emerge from isolation? A desire for identity m~y, but itot 
identity, which is based on the positive - what you have - not on ·wh~t you are 

. depri\'ed rlf ~ · And what kind of identity? This is . tbe real question~ .. Those 
who -'see 'the youth as a new dawn cannot answer {t ·because, 'after al'l, their 
emergence is based ·on ·breaking links with the old - ·, the. homel.al\d · and its · 
cultute, ·.And what will they .say when this youth. b~come.~ old, ·af!.d theii · 
children are the new generation? Is. there yet ano.ther i,(ien~ity? ., · 

• • ! I ' 

The different threads in the argUJ!lent become confused and end up becoming 
a tangl·e. , :11he model of the first . generat.icn is supposed to have been 

.. assimilation, of .the second, separateness. To some extent there is truth 
iri. this~ :The so~i.ologists and planners from the majority community argu~d 
for assimilation, .and many natioqal minorities were tc;dten in by it. Some·· of .. , 
the imadgrants believed .they would ~e accepted as British '- particularly 
Caribbeans. Not only were they quickly disabused, but their cul't.ure and· 
behaviour contradicted any superficial desire to assimilate. They held 
closely .· t'O their : language, customs and social networks. The youth. on the 
other hahd.· were in a .better ·positio.n to assimilate. They had been to · 

. school in 'E.ngland·, socialised with the English, picked up many Eng~ish .. 
ha:bits and·pedpectives; they had not been ilCCulturised in Punjab .or 
Bangladesh. · But the-y . found antagonism and ,sought separateness. Yet if that 

'·separateness is .to be real, it must be based . on the cultural identity which 
.. s' tems from ·the . origins their parent!'! . at:e steeped in. An.d that identity' · the 
s~ argument tells us, the youth rej~ct • . If ihe ident~ty ·they a~re. 'fo,rg'tng 
and grasping is· derived· from isolation,; ,i,f .j.t is d.ivor'~ed fro~ . th·~ . na.t,~'opal 
character· and traditions-, then what is it?,. N~ .so~ie.ty creates. its · oW:n :w·ay 
of life out of nothing. Therefore it must be created out of En'gl'ish so'C'iety 
and cultute~·· As the Southall pamphlet .suggests . "the)'~U~~ were .a~so . , 
articu'rating their neetl .. to organise in .. te.rms of Bri.tish reali tie.s11 

• • · If this 
logic ;i:s ·pursuedl i :t is ·'the youth who se,ek to assimil~te wi~h Bri.dsh society, 

· :alt·~~ugh' • antagonist~cally. The le~ders, . 'by ·contrast, r.euia~n.'ec~: sepA~at.e _ b!.ft 
.·.···doci;Ie • . ·Clearly thi.s ·,cannot be nght. · . . . · ,. . . . 

. ,! ~~ · cr~t~~~~ing : ~his . train of thougb~ :. ~~~re i,~ no ~~t~qtio~ . t:o .·.~~riy :·o~e· of the 
posftive aspects 'which the .Sout;haU Wt;i,tep~ ~bring out;.~ · ~q.~ str~ggle ' for: unity 
between ·black·.natipnalities. Tha~; is pos~tive. But . it is a :str4ggle, still 
existing in ' the desire,. rather than tbe , r~a~i~y, wq~~~ !,~.i~evttabli s,till 
based·in · separate national cultures• . We 1must ~void siQk..ing ~ql=o the. blissful 

:· naivety ·of the authors of "Rally ·Round. Reor~entate ~he · Le~g~.~t'i an'd see .. the 
beginnirtgs of any kind of , :coalesc~nce '!into one .natiqnali~yt', even if'tliis 
does not yet cross the Afro-Asian divide and leaves the Chinese ''as distinct" , 
(and presumably inscrutable) "as before". Nor is it intended to deny that 
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the new generation changes the norms and patterns of the national 
character passed on by the older generation. On the c.ontrary, it is that 
dynamic interrelationship between the different ele.ments in the nationality 
that gives it the strength to survive and establish its rights in a hostile 
environment. The Southall pamphlet is ambiguous, for its theme of the 
building of a total conununity conflicts with. its argument for the uniqueness 
of the youth. 

Both Southall and Race Today see the struggle for community self-defence as 
a high point in the development of Asian politics in England. The FND 
position wishes to go further and see it as a step on the road to a higher 
point - autonomy. There is a difference in that one view concentrates on 
response to attack. and defensiveness, the other tries to highlight the 
offensive. the building of a distinct entity with firm foundations in 
nationality. But the growth of national identity is clearly conditioned by 
the environment of racist oppression and the need to counter it. And the 
recognition of community self-defence is based in the realisation that there 
is something to be defended, going beyond the individual, but not class-based 
or class-oriented as the RTL proponents would aver. For all its immediate 
attraction, the tNew Dawn' thesis is fundamentally blurred and idealist. It 
avoids the extreme 'black and white workers' line by recognising some need 
for separateness. But it avoids also the anathema of nationalism. As a 
result it cannot explain concrete phenomena because it has no finn theoretical 
basis. It is not surprising that RCG and RTL can use it as a basis for lines 
which subsume the national struggles into the struggle of the working class. 

A member of the sub-committee would like to borrow or obtain 
photocopies of the following: 

c. McCollester, "The Political Thought of Amilc<r Cabral", 
Monthly Review 24, 10, March 1973, pp.l0-21. 

L. Rudebeck, "Development and Class Struggle in Guinea-Bissau". 
~hly Review 30, 8, Jan. 1979. 

J. O'Brien, "Tribe, Class, Nation: Revolution and the Weapon of 
Theory in Guinea-Bissau". Race and Class 19,1, 1977, pp.l-18. 

If anyone can help, please contact B'm. 


