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This hulletin contains two articles written by members of
One is a discussion of Free National Develop-

the ARAF/SC. ‘
ment in relation to other theses put fowar@ in the pamphlet
'Southall, Birth of a Black Community' and articles in Race
Today. The second article stems. from a resolution passed
on the SC earlier last year:
"We support the national rights of the Irish national
minority in Britain and their struggle against
national oppression, and oppose the chauvinism against

i them from the majority nationality." .
Whilst the conference voted in. favour of 'anti-Irish racism’

it was agreed that we still have much to learn on this topic.
This article is a contribution to this discussion.

As always, we would welcome comments, criticisms, news

and articles.
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IS ANTI-IRISH CHAUVINISM RACISM?

The roots of racism lie in the imperialist oppr6331on of the lands ef*
origin of the national mlnorltles, and riore specifically it was the expeflence of
black slavery which gave rise to the racist ideology that e.erged asi@n inteks
national ideology amongst all white nations., Dr ERic Williams..(l) fias demonst=
rated that slevery was not born of racism. leew:Lse9 to demonstrate the vicious
brutality employed by the English to subdue Ireland is not proof of rac1st intent.
With regard to the treatment of Afrlcans. a ra01a1 twist was. given, to an economic
phenomenon, African slavery paid better than "did the enslavement;e* Indians or
the use of Irish or Scottish prisoners of, war, (some 100, G00 had béen transported
from Ireland as slaves to the Barbados tobacco planrathns by 1650) v

One strand of argument is that, as the basis of racist ideology lies in
the oppression of natlons, the oppression of Ireland,:which preceeded the syste-
matic development of racism as an imperialist 1deology, gave rise to an anti-
Irish chauvinism as a form of racism within thewmajorlty natlonallty Given
this assumption, the fact that Irish geople are not;black’ ‘and do not usually
stand out physically from the Scots, Welsh and Encllsh , it 'does not follow that
they ceannot be subject to racist treatmert. Underlylng this position is the
mistaken asscciation that national onreSSlon. a1Ways accéompanied by the
articulation of a racist ideology. i

That there are 51mllar1t1es between the natlonal oppression of the Irish
people and the African people is" evident from & survey of English (mis)rule in
Ireland. Thié rule, as James Connoliy noted, resqlted in a fate 2kin to the
African nations:

"Treland at the same time as she lost her ancient social system,
o alsq. lostyhervliafgtittge as “the vehicle of thought Of those whi
W acted as wer leaders. As a result of tggs two~fold lose the .
nata@n su@f@red soctally, nationally an tntellectuallj fromwz
5 =proponﬂeﬂ arrested developmeng. " (2) . : M P4
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It 1s no’ '*1y revolutlonarles who percelved the similar history. Thomas
Carlyle, in an essay in 1849, sneered at those who proceeded on the principle
that all ‘1 are equal hav1ng madz2 of the Uest Indies:

"a Black IreZand 'free' zndéed but an Ireland and BZaak a8, bt
"reality be stranger than a ntgktmare dream. Our own white or 1
sal’~ Ireland, sZuttzshZJ garving from age to age.... was ‘
“hitherto tko flower of ‘mismanagement amongst the nation: but . ,
i what will this be to a Negro' Ireland, with pumpkins themselves ,
i1 fallen scarce like potatoes! Imagination camnnot fathom such | ‘ i
' an object; +he beZZy of chaog never held the likel” (3)‘ R '
‘A decade earller, tn His essay "Chartism', Carlyle likened the 11v1ng condltlons
-iof the ‘Irish in Britain "to squalld anehood" However, there is one. qualltatlve
i dlfFerence in Ca1]y1e s treatment of the black slave add the ’free Irlsh°
; He malntalns that the slave, Ulllke the }rish, has:

%ﬂi indiépﬁtablé and befoetual riqht to be compelled, by the
raal prgoprietors of satd land, to do competent work for hzs
Tiving. " (4)

Furthermore, the avitation 6f Irish servants and African slaves in Barhados in
the late 17th century, which threatened insu-rection acainst the nlantocracv,
was met with a mixed resmonse: the Trish servants were disarmed and freed. and
”0 slaves vere executed. As Hilarv Reckles warns:- .. . -~ -
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- "Overt co—operation between slaves and Irish servants did not
imply that the Irish servants did not accept the planters’
ideological conception of Negroes. Indeed, some must have
done so; the co~operation was merely evidence that certain

- groups, inspite of different ideological positiomns rrrive at
historical junctures at which decisions are made in the interest
of mutual strategic objectives (the logic being that your
enemy's enemy is your ally, though not necessarily your friend).”
: : (5)

In the planters' ideological. concention of Negroes" the Irish mav have occupied
a low nosition in the snectrum of humankind, but they were considered human
unlike the African classification in the animal world. The use of racism to
deny Africans any value other than brute labour, inspite of the existence of
well develoned African civilisations, differentiates racism from the anti-

‘Irish prejudices disnlayed by the Enezlish wherever thev settled.

Likewise, one commentator notes that in the spurious discussion of
19th centurv 'scientific racism' the differences made between: -

"The relative merit of the so-called white races in ‘intra-
European' racial theory, and the racist attitude to coloured
peoples: that ‘miscegzsnation' between say, Saxons and Cekts
was normally regarded as a source of strength and a positive-
good, while racial mingling between white and black was always
considered the reverse.'" (6)

This differentiates racism from the Fnelish nhenomenon of anti~Irish chauvinism
and the,national contradiction that lies at the heart of Belesium soclety. -

Ireland as one of England's first colcnies is a historical truth that
can give rise to suppositions as in one unpublished study of Anglo-Irish
rélations entitled 'White Britain and Black Ireland: the Anclo-Irish colonial
relationship' (7). The author compares anti-black racism in the US with the
Victorian English attitude towards the Irish, echoing a remark made by Marx
in a letter of 1870. But what nreceeded it in the same letter is of more
substance: :

"The ordirary English worker hates the Irish worker as competitor
who lowers his standard of life. In relation to the Irish worker
he feels himself a member of the ruling nation and so turns him-

' self into a tool of the aristocrats and capitalists of his country
against Ireland, thus strengthening their domination over himself. .
He cherishes religious, soctal and national prejudices against
the Irish worker ." Our emphasis. . (8).

" Although written in the special circumstances of. the aftermath of 18A7-68,

yvears of exceptional violence between the English and Irish in Fngland, herein
lies the recognition of the roots of national antasonism in 19th century
England. As John Werly notes, the irish, along with the workine class-
a "yere continually exposed to English lower and middle class
© ' prejudices. The English workers, although resenting the Irish
for reasons of religion and natrtonality, reserved their most
"bitter prejudices for the econmomic issue.” (9)

Irish labour was a crucin~l cornonent of canitalist develonment in
Britain, satisfying the demand for mobile unskilled and semi-skilled labour
in the construction of capnitalism's infrastructure of canals and then. rail-
ways. Engels has described at great length the anpalling conditions in
which the Irish lived, and how they, as competitors, were kent separate to
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aviod conflict as the Industr131 Pewolutlon absorbed the ‘human conseouences of
England's ru1nat1on of Ireland.

The nattern oi - seasonal m19rat1on ‘to assist in harvestine, (some 60,000
in 1841) renlacéd the’ denonulated rural areas by the renuiremnnts of
labour’ in- develonlng industrial towns. That migration was transformed into
settlement as the 1851 census records — over 727,000 Irish in Britain, making
up 2.97 of the nonulatlon of Eneland and Wales, 7.42 in Scotland, with a hig¢h
pronortien in unskilled textiles and the building trades. Irish labour was of
particular importance in the develonment of Scottish capnitalism, workine in
the mines, building construction, seneral labouring:@ and cotton manufacture.
Many .of rhe latter came from Ireland's ruined linen sector. - :

LAlthgugh the mierant Irish weee often used as blackless and strike-
breakers, amd as a source of chean wage labour, the eymectations of the
canitalist to use the Irish as .the instrument to defuse lahour struegles were
not always fulfilled. As far as the natinnal workin~ class movewent was
concerned, . the Irish- were not without their Jrnact.

As early as 1329, James Dohertv founded the first (abortive) Ceneral
Union of All the 6nerative Spinners of the Tnited Kinpdom, anfl the Natiomal
Association for the Protection of TLabour. In Livernocl in 1233, a temvorary
combination of building unions, including the Itish hod-carriers, failed
after a 23 week strike. The nepsotiating delegates of the strikers were led
by an Irishman. called Gavin. A State Enquiry of 1%35 noted that in Glaseow
the "formidahle unfon of cotton sninners was first organised hv the Irish"”.
The leadershin and influence of Bronterre 0'Brien and Tereus 0'Conner in the
_ Chartist movement is well documented x and a testament to the unity bétwesn
the English and Irish workforce throughout some of the early strusples of the
nascent working class. Whenever there was success in unitine the Irish and
English workers in struggle, the Irish infused that struegle with a streneth
of committmenyy and.often radicalism that assumed leadershin qualities. - Such
-unity was not the result of breaking 'a racist.barrier, biut the’ conceﬂuences
of an integration into the mainstream movement. N

The Irish in -Britain were, from the 1849's to "orld War I, 4~67 of
the total British labour force. TFrom 1833, the Catholic Church launched.a::
decade-long cammaign against trade unionism, with membershin forbidden under
the threat of the denial of the sacraments. Thus, ordinarv Irish mieorants
comfortably outnumbered trade unionists for much of the 19th.centurv.. X Yet
Irish trade unionists drew on traditions of the Dublin and Cork TU's and the
experience of aprarian ‘terrorism to inject militancy into trade union struegles.
Co-operation with, and leadershin of ‘workine class strusgle nenner the relations
of Irish and FEnglish workers. OChartist sunnort. for Peveal of the Union and
the 20,000+ & demomstratine in sumnort of the Manchester Martyrs irn November
1867 reflects Marx's ohservation after 100,000 attended the Tivde Park demonst-
ration of Nctober 1869 - that at least a vart of the English working class had
Jdost their preiudices acainst the Irish. However, it was not all smooth
sailing, Livernool's. Scotland constituencv returned Irish Nationalist/Anti-
Partition candidates in Vestminster elections from 18°5~1910 amidst a sea of
conservative victnries partlv secured hv an English chauvinistic revponse.

One ofvthe social effects of Irish labour was, as the Poor Law Enauiry
of 1”235 ohserved, the Irish "srreading themselves, 2s a kind of substratum
beneath a more civiiised community (sic)". English workers of the better
qualified trades etc rose in the scale, whide k® the newcom@rs took the lower
and worse naid nositions.. To some considerable degree the 'aristocracv oF
labour' must have been one of nationalitv as well as class sratus.

K

In the adjustment “rom Tural to vaan societies, the creation of a sub-
culture offered a viable method of adanting to an alien environment. The
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Irish diaspora retained its national attachment and cultural inheritance as
the entrenched natterns of -Irish migration and settlement that arose exerted
attractive power -through strone family ties, .resulting in the formation of
Irish communities. ; :

After-the re-establishment of the Catholic hierarchv.after 1850, the

church had a considerable base from which it could he a force for reintegration.

Professor lees.stresses the impact of the Faith as:

- "a major-agent of soctal and cultural change amona the migrant
Irish and helped them to convert their vestiges of traditional
culture into an urbanised, nationalist variant comparable with
Church orthodoxy.” (10).

The church furnished its members with a rich and senarate institutional
1ife which included clubs, mothers' meetinas, education and relief orananisations.
As catholicism nermeated the lives of most of the Irish, thev were subiect to
the teachines and advice (often anti-socialist), so even those indifferent to
ritual could not underestimate the resnect the Priest elicited from almost all
quarters. Yhile 'Irishness' was nominallv nreserved within the Irish communitv
XRxBxxtaxm it is also imnortant to note distinctions within the Trish
cormunity in Rritain, that the Irish did achieve.durinn the 19th centurv
"a status and respect in many areas which allowed them to. ignore.the latent
hostility. " (11) The 1824 testimanv of Milliam Lannsan, 3 silk wx weavina
manufacturer of Stocknnrt, althouah couched in paternalistic tones, said of the
Irish that, . 1= :

"the habits of the veople at Stockport are very decent and proper:
there are some things to be complained of, but others conform to

the habits of the place, they do not deteriorate. the character of the
place, s (Lo} '

Thus the reaction to the Trish was mixed, far from the hestilitv or mis-
trust associated with a racist resnonse.,. The realtions between the Fnnlish and
the Irish national minoritv were denendent on a comhination of social factors
to which ne must add subiective nercentions. Irish micrants in Fnoland had
every reason to be warv - thev were anti-Fnalish, nanists and renublican .

It is Jackson's judasment that:

"The Ivishman's clothes, his brogque and general appearance, even
when he was not speaking Gaelie, singled him out from the rest.

of the commnity as an outsider, a stranaer in their midst. But
more potent than the fact that the immigrant lived in a strange
and simple way was the fact that he belonged to a foreign church.'

(13)

Even a nrononent of anti-Irish chauvinism = racism such as Pobert Miles,
(14) hedaes his position bv discussina how racism was interrelated with other
ideoloaies as "in the case of the Irish, economic and , politieal exelusion
was juetified by reference to the idea of 'race' and to religious adherence,”

Thus the arnument shifts its. faocus as racist sentiment and aroument
reaarding the Irish is said to « incernorate and exnress ikself in anti-
fenianism and anti-cathnlicism as its cultural comnonents. Such vacaries in
the formulation leads to a situation where nne cannot Aifferentiate between
racist sentiment and nebulous 'social' criticism. It makes the concent of
anti-Irish racism so elastic as to be unannlicahla as it becomes the kev to
anv circumstance or actirn., thilst it is true that for an unner class minority

-anti-celt racism was a partial hut temnorary comnonent of Enclish nationalism

in the hev-dav of the Annlo-Saxnn 'lords of human kind', it is debatable how

- far this nermeated the Fnelish workine class. The mvths of 'darkest Africa’

Toomed larae in.the imanination of. the neriod.
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1€ & racist resnonse -to numbers was the active, determinant cause.of
workina class “hnstilitv, then one.would exnect anti- Tru%h anitation to have’
heen continuous, and tn coincide with the neak neriond nF immieration apd-
settlement. ; With the excentinn nf lLancashire, "Irish violence was
mostly self covitained and inflicted o other Irishmen, whereas rioting with
“the wider community took only a few days in a decade amona decades of unbroken
peace.” (15) From the nonular ballads cormes evidence of 'Irish violence'
annlaudina the attacks unon nolice and orannemen, which went with a aeneral
contemnt’ for Ennlish autharitv, Indeed, the Fenian harracks in-Limehnuse sent
rnre mn11ce +0 hosnuta] than anv other h]nck in London,

The State's crime fiﬁures have alwavs tareretted miarants as disorenort-
ionatelv resnonsihle for crires. The ward honlinan, with its Irish oricin,
acted as an inmepinys mechanigm +0 nlace hlama fapr gtreet vinlenge An the
recantlv arrived and unnonlar Trich neacant in 10th cantiry Fnoland, Spcial
nronhlamg aecaniatad with Trigh micrants and rarceived chartcomines wore
sA fdom’ m1ﬁ1m1<¢6, and the Smilegian virtyes macessarv *tn’ gend rnmw1++anrnq
hr)pm '|r1norpd ’ :

Preiudices ® ‘anainst the Trish were directlv nccasionad bv  ‘nolitical
events’ ‘siich as the natinnalist ferment of 1957-9 that underlav the hostilitv
which Marx discerned hetwean Fnrlish and Tpish in Fnnlard, *oerover. John
Herly arnues (18) that there is a divisinn in the source of anti-Trish feelina,
and that bafore 1350, ecomomic, rather than sncial or reliminus rivalries were
the source of anti-Irish feelincs dus to the relative weakness n® anti-nanist
attitudes, Preshvterian Scotland excented. Vet in snite of the tradition of
reliaicus sectarianism in Scotland, still verv much alive, a tour hv K Paniel
N'Connell in 12235 4n sunnort of Tatholic Fmanciratinn saw 1NN,000 sunnorters
on flaseow Creen., Ry this time, the Drance "rdar, imnortad hv the Scots
reniments sent tn crush the YJYR 1792 lnitad Irishmen rehellinn, had 15 Todnes
in Scotland, with 1? in flasrow, fiven the larrer srornrtion ﬂF catholic
Irish the antanonisms vere much areater, stirred un hv the Scottish Nranro
Order, as in the exrulsicn of the Irish fram Nunfermline in the lata 1%A0's,
From the 1950's anwards, the snectre of militant catholicism combinad with
Irish nationalist anitatinn was seized uron tn ferment anti-Irish nronpaanda hv
the.likes of travellina lecturars suwch as !'illiar Murnhy,

The “urnhv riots of 12F2 came at 3 time when the hannine nf the Manchaster
Martyrs and the issue of disestahlishment ir Ireland nffered nrovocations which
were fullv exnloited bv tourina nrotestant rabhlie rousers. Tp his concern *n
encourane anti-Irish sentiment, Murnhv met with some success. on his tour of
1967/8, violence occurred at "alsall, Rirminchar, Tvneriouth and Ashton-under-Lvne,
4t Unlverhamnton, 10,000 Trish neonlzs were ranorted to have nrevanted Myrnhy
from sneakina

“Similarlv, the volatile anti-Irish feelinas in the towns of Stalvhridee,
Ashton and Stocknort durine the 1850's and"136N's, it has heen araued, were not
solelv- the reflection 0F economic friction or an influx of Irish immicpants to
the area after tha famire (17). The aritation and nronncanda of the Thartists,
Heville Kirk araues, was renlaced hv the effysions of Pranmnmﬁn and cathalic
m1ss1on< and the effacts of nroselvtisinn,

- 'The exnerience nf [nrlich ryle, with its imnlantation of a Tovalist
nonulation, "had consenuences in the fusinn nf pelininn and nationalism ~ to
be cathnlic was to be a true Irishman, Even the Irish revolutioanrv James
Connolly did not renounce his 'catholicism' for all his attacks on the Poman
Cathnlic church. ' This was a lecacv nf Treland's historv., ‘hen the V'illiamite
war of TA97-91 established the 'nrotastant ascendancv', the close identification
of the catholic church with its 'finck', and their concarn’ for tenant rihts
and national exnression, clearlv jdentified nanists as the amm enemv. The Irish
nrotestants ascribed the Trish cathnlic'c 'inferioritv' to their relirion, and
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to a viciousness instilled bv norerv wherever it nrevailed rather than
~inharant defects in Irish character.. Irish catholicism was: almost reaarded
as svnenvmous with treason, Iraland havina actad on the motio that 'Enaland's
difficultv is.Ireland!s omnortunitv', As the Nhserver of Anril 1221 stater
in an. ar+1c1e on Latholic Fmanc1na+1nn and fho Ir1sh
i "sze m%llions of dtssatzsfied subjects, fésterznq w%th%n the
very-body- of the state, turning everything they touch to
- gangrene,. and Dtnznq for an ovportunaty to extenﬁ and aggravate .
the tnfection.” (18) hoa

Such was the: nersnective of Ire1and s fiaht for national Tibaration - 2 lecacy
and fiaht - ; of which the Penubhlican movement
are nroud unholders +@Aav 1r1sh nr;evanccs were those of a2 nolitical and
religious nature; their demands ware Catholic Emancination, Peneal, Home Puyle,
Indenendance and Irish Unitv, The deamand nf se1F-Heterm1nation made the verv
term catholic svnonvmous with disleval and protestant with Toval, emnhasisinna
most emnhaticallv that the divide was not hetween Celt and Analeo-Saxon. Thus
Marx wrote snecifically of Enalish werkers' '"relioicus, social and na+10na1”
nreiudices acainst the Irish, and as fillerv remarks: )

"Where class and religious Zoyaltzes were the same, there were
no further barriers to climb, and upper-crust English and Irish
catholies peacefully mingled and married.” (19)

There was ne hlanket condermation nf the Trish. In his sanitation
re nor+ of 1842 Chadwick asserted that *the Trish ware a+ least no worse than
their native counternarts in matters of nublic health, whereas, Fnaels,
viritine around the same time, could haye heen usad hv the bourcenisie in
their atternt to rationalise awav some nf the more sordid consenuences of the
arowth of an unrecylated canitalist econnmv, In ;The Condition nf the
Horkina Class in Ennland the 2?4 vear nld Ennels' descrintion of the slum
area immediatelv south of Dxford Poad in Manchester, then known as 'Little
Ireland', reflects the attitudes and armiments of the bourcenisis. He auctes
Carlvle's descrintion of tha 'milasian', "the sorest evil this countrv has to
strive with", annrovine of such denunciation of the Irish with H1s oy
observation that:

"The Englisman who is still somewhat ectvilised, meeds more than
the Irishman who goes in rags, eats potatos, and sZeeps in a pig-
sty. But that does not hinder the Irishman’s competing with the
Englishman, -and gradually foreing the rate of wages, and with it
the Englisman’'s level of eivilisation, down to the Irishman's
levet.” (20) '

It is not surnrisina that™in his 1202 nrsface to the Fnalish edition, Fnnals
noints out that his 1244 studv cannot he rencarded as a mature marxist work
for the nol1t1ca1 nositions it exnressed were often far from nrnﬁrnss1vo° in
a nassaae on”Iraland's social conditions Fnrels stated:

"Irish distress cannot be removed by any Act of Repeal. Such an
. Aet would, however, at once lay bare the fact that the cause of

Irish misery, which now seems to come from abroad, 18 reaZZy to

be found at home." (1)

Lnaels attitudes chanaad undar the influence of his wife, Lizzie
Burns, Fenian dauchter of noor Irish emicrants, and two visits to Ireland
in 1955 and 1269, From his corresnnondance with Karl Marx, the oninion that
"Ireland mav be renarded as the first Fnalish colonv daveloned 1nfn a
nolitical critiaue of the sunnression of the Irish nation.

-
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“fritinallv Marx expected Iraland to he Tibherated throurh the victorv of
the proletariat in Britain, rraduallv there came the understandine that Treland
acted as a Fetter in two main wavs: hv snlittinn the workine class within
Enoland on naticanl Tines, and thus ecivine the Fnalish workers an annarent
ioint interest with their rulers in exnlaitina someane else. Treland was an
earlv svmhhl of the marxist dictum that: "a m»atinon which rnnresses annther

cannot itsel¥ he Ffpea", RPv the seemipalyv indirect means of siinnpprtine 3

national- tiberation struacle, nre was contributine to Hngfrnvwnﬁva mainr hond
which Tinked Enclish wnrkers to the hauraenisie; ok

"Thig vequires @ blow in Ireland, whieh is the weakest point of
‘ Britain, If Ireland is lost, the British 'empire' qoes and the

elarss” struggle in England, which has up to now been sleepy and
“slow, wiZZ take more acute forms. (22)

' That Ireland bred treason at the Emnire's cnrﬂ has had A lona nedinree
in Fnﬂ11sh nolitical thourht since it has heen the hackdnnr to continental
intrincue since the Tudors. " A sentiment exnressed in Nctober 1792 whan The
Ohserver commented that Irish insurnents, who "undapy tha snecinys nretence nf
assertinn the rishts of Roman Catholics, are, with too much success, sowine
the seeds nf seditinn." The remedv was sirnls and alpeardv traditinnal, -

"we sincerelv trust, that aovernmert, tn nrevent the effusions of human hlnod,
will hana un to twn or three hundrad nf these insyraents,” (22)

"It is 1dinstructive, that whep a laraa section nf 19th centrv Fnalish
rulina classes sunnorted the demands for self ~avepnment hv tha Serhs, Ttalians,
RUYHY and "nTes and for cnlonists in Mustralia, fanada ard South Africa,,
Gladstones’ famous declaration on takipe yn his First ministrv in 196R was+
"My mission is to nacify Iraland"" The atternts that fnllawad to 'huyv off' ‘the
Irish were founded on twn-arcuments - the slonan 'MHome Rule is Pome Pyle' and
the more substantial ecomomic concern that tha industring of the Harth would
be ruined as thev ware denendent on f2ritain for sunnliss and markets, The
conflict was discussed in nnlitical tepms, hp+wnan 2 'n°+tv narnchwal nationaligm!
and-the alorv. nf the "Enalish sunnrna+1nna1 idea / :

"The 'Home Rule' policy for Ireland is a direct attack upon England
and the English race” thundared a consarvative namnhlet in Mav 1894,

k"To Enaltshmen are mainly due the unton of the United . Kingdom and

the buzldznq up of the wonderful Empire of 340,000,000 . people. that
stretches over every vortion.of the habitable nlobe. _The. dismemberment
of the Empire of which England is the centre. and. the heart, wouZd be

a deadly blow to the Enaltsh Race.,” (24)

The actiyities of the Irish naticnalists disturbed the. 'hodv'. at its
heart and so_were recarded as nrovine incanahle of self-aovernment hy the .
very: act of demandine it, Bnti-Trish feelinns tend to coincide with anv threat
to this self-interest. Thus in. the words.nf the Pagalytinn af Februarv. 1222
with renmard to the Ir h Matin "1 Minoritv:

“Ie recognise.that their oppression is linked with the continuing

—occupatton of Ireland by British imperialism and the yesistance to
it is linked to the support for the Irish nattoanl theratzon A
struggle by the Irish natio- 1 minority in Britain.”

********f*&*****************%****

In-isnlatina the examnles of arti-Irish iokes and the PTA, the rroronents
of the nosition nf antizlrish racism fail te demonstrate racist treatment as
involvina a whole nanorama of secial discrimination, esneciallv as alternative
exnlanations can be offered,
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citizén® of the Irish-Republic. They are admitted freely withouj
égﬁstraihtoor CQnditién ‘unless thé_Hom% Secretary dedalrés that
exclusion is"conduicive to the public good"; a clause directed

maiﬁl§ éﬁ-RepuElicans;v_Thé Immigration controls &ver Irish ‘citizens

:provided for in the 1962 debate were never intoduced, which:SUggeStS
that."capacdity to absorb", as spelt out in Labour's 1965 White Paper,

'Iligration from the Commonwealth', is related to factors other than

'a general issue of population growth, pressure on resources or srarce

sevices. When selective power s of control over Irish migrants
were introduced by the Labour government's PTA, gignificantly, it
was in response to Irish Republican activity. In the relatively"
gquiet days of the 1960's, such 'concern' Yas not forthcoming.

Catherine Jones has detailed the historical response to Irish
migration in comparison with the subsequent arrival of EastEyropean
Jews and Afro-Caribbeans. (25} Betwegn 1880-1914 .some 120,000
Jews, mainly from Russia and Poland, accounted for about 1% of
Britain's labour force, but they were more controversial than the

“ Irish migrants. However much resented, the Irish were not faced

with the equivalent to the anti-Jewish Immgix¥zmkxiwr agitation that
x®x* resulted in the 1905 Alens Act. These newcomers were open to
challenge (and eventually to immigration comtrol legislation) since
they were neither geographically neighbours, nor citizens.

"When Ben Tillet told Jewish immigrants disembarking
at London that he wished they had not come he must
~have been echoing what many had said or implied to
his Iscish ancestors.™ (26). ° ’ '

ot During the Second World War, British labour needs led to
direct recruiting in Ireland by the Ministry of Labour. Unlike
the 1919 experience when Britain repatriated nearly all the workers
recruited in the colonies, the reconstruction of ¥ British Imperialism g
home base saw a labour demand met by 19, 000 European Voluntary
Workers on 3 year contracts and a net Irish inflow, (between 1946 and
1959 around 350,000). There was the hostility towards intinerant
labour greflected in the 'No Irish' signs in the windows of boarding
houses, but it was not the Irish who were tarred with the traditional
English welcome for newcomers: concern over public health and morals,
employment conditions, wage levels, law and order, standard of living.
That social ostracism was directed at the newly arriving Afro-Carikbeans,
as the popular news magazine of the time, Picture Post recorded, (27).
Or as Miles puts it in his own indomitable style: . ; .

"The racialisation of New Commonwealth migrants was
more extensive that the racialisation of Irish migrants. (28).

) Unlike the experience of the  Irish, within years of direct
reécruitung by British Transport in the West Indies, the Labour
government was secretly discussing the merits of impesing immigration-
cont;o;s_on the entry of Black British passport holdérs. Indeed the
possibility of applying alien control to British subjects from

] ] s -
overseas' was rejected in a secret government review on the basis
thats -

"ILf the §ontrols were applied to persons from the colonies
apd Fhe 1ndep§ndent Commonwealth countries,. it would be
difficult to justify the exemtion of persons foom the Irish
Republic, " ‘ ' '
Furthermore it would "be particularly unrewarding as there

would be few, if any, Irish workers who ;
exclude." (293 o : m we should wish to
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‘There. was nothing obgectlonable about white migrant labour to the
Labour government of Clement Attle., It was in tune with British society
as the agitation at the turn of thHe century pales in stature to that directed
at the arrival and settlement of Black British passport holders.

The totality of a racist response is xk= in the "abuse and everyday
harrassmept in the mundane graffitti, the discrimination and attacks that
_Black national minorities, regardless. »f class, ars subject to. Anglicised
in language, the Irish in Britain are not so conspicuous as Black national
minerities, and the accent does not immediately confer a negati e reaction.
" The manifestation of a racist ideology reproduced from one generation of
English is absent. There is no 'Little Black Sambo' syndrome, there .is no
Tarzan equivalent in reélation to.-the Irish national minerity.

While the use of the word chauvinism to describe reaction to Irish
migrants does not define the nature of the oppression, but only the attitude
of the eppressor, that reaction should be rlaced in the oontext of Irish
resistance to national oppression. Anti-Irish prejudices should be recogrised
as a symptom of the containment of the working class within bourgeois society,
however, that bellicose patriotism that partly incorporated anti-Fenian and
anti-catholic elements in x®a relation to the Irish in England, has been far
from a constant attitude. E. Hunt judged that: :

"By the 1860'5 the divisions betwcen the two communities were
beginning to erode....The dock strike ~f 1889 was something

of a watershed in this prucess of gradual assimilation. Half
or more of the London Dockers were of Irish extraction.” (30)

Hunt underestirnates the fact that accompanying integration at the work-
place was that the two major elements in Irish national resistance -
catholicism and nationalism - had helped to provide a social alternative
to assimilation into the mythical 'English way of life'., The séttihg up
of organisations, outside of the mainstream of British .institutions, has
maintained the distinctive cultural tradition so evédent in today's anhual
London Irish festival. 'In spite of attendances in the 70,000 bracket, the
Irish natioanl minority communities have a relatively low profile.

As M50 years of continual Irish migration to Britain subsided in the.
1960's, there is the paradoexical situgtion of being thought of as not that
different from English pecpte, yet subject to a pervasive negative Irish
stereotype that associates them with stupidity and irrationality.

Nowadays, given the colonial background of treating all 'forelgners
as inferior, the Irish are "second class foreigners not quite as unacceptable
as Blacks and Asians" , as .stated by one contributor to Ch's 'The Irish in
England' series. In the words uf Mrs Tuck, deputy head of the Home Office
research and planning unit, the Irish in Britain "have learned to pass as
white", as outcries about Irish criminality were now a thing of the past.
The finger of suspician has switched from the Irish to Afro-Caribbean peoples.
As with hooligan, Mrs Tuck doubted whether the recent use of the word 'mugger'
would have achieved currency w1thout 1ts hmdden memeries of the racist 'nigger'
(Guardlan 15.9.83.)

What stirs national antagonism is the war in Ireland,‘as an article
from September 1973 concluded: :

"1t is a pity that the wave of bomb attacks has made most of those
I sppke“to'feel_less at home here, and more like aliens;" (31)

As evidence of racist treatment of the “rish people it has been argued
that 'like the SUS laws, the PTA is an act which is also used to promote
racism. Just as the police try to blame Black people for crime, so they try
to criminalise the Irish community.'
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- The use of criminal status has a long history in English strategy;
criminalisation is the logical culmination of the state's attempt to deny
that it is waging a war in the Cccupied Counties. It is not a strategy:
born of racism - even working class resistance is criminalised. It is a-
means to obseure the political nature of the struggle = a refusal to
recognise a national liberaticn struggle de jure by the concession of °
specilal status. If put into perspective, the PTA is one aspect, one
consequence of the war in Irdland that affects the 1life of the Irish
natipnal minority in Britain - it is bringing the war home. Rushed
thtough parliament by the Labour administration after the Birmingham
bombings, it is a .political instrument par exellance, designed to make
illegal and criminalise the political aspirations of an oppressed people,
The PTA is not without precedent. There was the Prevention of violence
(Temporgry Provisions) Act of 1939, intrnduced in Britain as a respomse
to the pre-war IRA military campaign in Britain. - a political/mildtary
response to a military and political threat. It was not directed at a
general infringement of civil liberties, but towards rne specific activity:
support for or expression of sympathy with a united Ireland, independent
and free.

That the PTA is principally used to intimidate the Irish community in
Britain is not surprising. It is that community whioh. is most. likely to
be receptive to militant republicanism; it is that community, espeCially
its working class elements which is likely to ptovide the social base for
supporting the republican movement. It is those communities, increasingly
comprised of working class Irish whose affinity with the 'old country' is
the basis for republican sympathies, not the professional and bourgeois
assimilated Trish, that are the target for the PTA's repressive measures.

However, the PTA is not simply an anti-Irish measure. The PTA has rarely
been used to prosecute = of 5,555 arrested by, December 1982, only 119 (2%)
were brought to trial. 'PTA Section 12 is used to detain people inccmmunicado’
without charge to facilitate the gatherg#ng of information. 1t serves the
purpose of intimidating those connected with Irish republigan politics,’
to castrate active involvement in opposing British rule through solidarify
activity in Britain. TIts prwers are used not only to harass, cajole and
exclude Irish people, but also to intimidate and gather intelligence on
English Scottish and Velsh solidarity activists. Its use against the Welsh
and Scottish socialist republican movements does not make it an example
of anti-Celt racism. To, confuse a politicel instrument and racist intent
'is to construct an erronious analogy.

The aim to criminalise is an attempt to disarm ideologically, potentially
supportive elements in Britain. The lrish war serves to foster chauvinism
in all classes. The gollaboration of the British labour movement is evidence
of the resilience of socigl chauvinism and:the enduring'nstional consensus'
that emgsculates independsnt working class action. As Marx noted, this
is part of a reactiongry nationalist element that contributes to class
coalition. The political and economic import-nce of Partition for the
ruling class has been demonstrated by Marlowe snd Pakmer's "Ireland:
Imperialism in Crisis 1968-78" (Revolutionsry Communist 8, July 1978).

Thus the fosteriygg of naticnal chamvinism is an ideological control for
bourgeois 'consent' which is not dependent on racist assumtions of
icharactersstics inherent in a people.

Just as ‘the racist myths which emerged throughout British involvement in
slavery and imperialist oppression are found todsy, alive and well in
racist jokes and beneath the surface in many 'polite' conversations, anti-
Irish njokes are depdndent on shared assumtions for the jokes to work.

If the audience for 'thick Mick' were not aware of, or do not share the
beliefs then these jokes fail. :
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Those who uphold ‘anti-Irish jokes as an expression of anti-Irish racism
assume that in sharing such a joke; people rehearse racist beéliefs. Whilst
not denylng the existence of chauvinist stereotypes (the mean Scotsman, the
rugby - playing, chior singing Taff) the belikef that antieIrish chauvinism
is fully defined @s*racist is a priori rather than empirical. Why such
attitudes to the Irish and not other white stereotypes are racist, riceds
to be explalned. : ‘

Humourlsts, and espe01ally the cartoonists of’ the mass 01rcu1atlon
media, have always been foretost amongst the myth makers, creating images,
symbols and metaphors‘ to embody the bourgeoisie's line - wit as a-weapon
i5 a long®standing argument. In surveying the despicable product of the
sewers of Fleet Street throughout the ages, one needs to remember that
such cartoonists are reactive, deadling in 'comment' (something 'apt' to
say), net in facts. We can agree with cartocnist David Low that "a cartoon
is an illustration of a pictorial cr social idea, .= served up some-"
times in caricatural draftmanship, sometimes not." 2

To bolster the argument for anti-Irish racism, the 19th century
cartoons which 'simianise' the Irish, and those modern day cartoons of
the brutalised madman are used as evidence. They have a champion in
Préfessor L.P. Curtis. He argues that the formulation in the 19th century
of the Irish stereotype attributed characters istics of ignorancé, laziness,
prlmltlveness, childishness and emotional 1nstab111ty " ' [

"Irishmen thus shared with virtually all the non=white peoples
of the Empire the label of childish, and the remedy for unruly
children in most Victorian households was a proper 'licking'. (32)

'The other scrt of Ireland that appearéd in Bunch cartoons was Hibernia,
the spirit of Celtic Ireland, appearing as a maiden indistinguishable in
grecian purity of profile from the 'matren Britannia protecting her'.
Punch's vicious drawings that deplcted Irish veople a&® either as helpless
children 1ncapab1e of governing themselves, or as wild monsters, were
caricatures that equally applied to the indigenous working class. 'The
selective barb of the Tomahawk cartoon is aimed at the:heart of Irish
rebels - the Fenians and paetisans of Home Rule. ‘

Jak's drawing subsctibes to the madmen of violence school of black
propcganda, specifically "featuring the IRA, INLA, UDF, PPF, UDA etc. etc.,"
which continually sets the tone of analysis by spewing out diatribes sgainst
'men of viclence' and 'the mindless killers', trying to implant the idea
vf the'incomprehensabfility' of the struggle in Ireland.

Cummlng s cartoon reflects one of the central myths of' English propo-
ganda as stated in the Sunday Times edltorlal of August 28th 1983:

“Slnce 1969 (to look no further back) the main note of Brltlsh
policy in Northern Ireland has been altruism. Successive
British lives and money on a large scale, seeing - rightly or
‘wrongly - no other way to keep some sort of peace and prosperlty
in a place thev would Just as soon be out of M

Whether in the Congo, Beirut or Belfast, the intervention of imperialist

forces is always packaged in the mythology of 'keeping the peace'. Just
as the state presents itself as a neutral arbitator w1th1n Britain, it
seeké to portray British 1mper1allsm as 'holdlng the ring"' agalnst the

'extremists': thé 'bloodbath theory' of withdrawal and pogroms will follew.
Its use in relatlon to Cccupied Irelsnd is not an exeption related to a
specific racist attitude towards the Irish people. The self-interest in
such an argument, the maintenance of English'control, is self-evident.
It is one that continues to justify naticnal. oppression.

g S S



-an English nationalist response that has had its effect in all classes.
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In not providing an analysis to demonstrate the operation of anti-
Irish racism, but by asserting its existence, the danger arises of giving
racism a mercurial quality, of random appllcatlon, diluting the precise
nature of that form of national oppression. We should act on the advice
of Mao Zedong to study in an all-round way: :

"Unless we study the particulérity of contradictisns, we have no

way of determining the particular essence of a thing which

differentiates it from other things, no way of discovering the

particular cause or particular basis for the movement or development

of a thing, and no way of distinguidhing ore thing from another." [
(On Contradiction FLP 1967, p.14)

While the use and abuse of English power has been the leitmotiv of
Irish history since the middle-ages, that 'damnable gquestion' has occupied
the political arena like no other colonial concern. <The inevitable reaction
of the.subjectpeoplenin,.the shape of an anti-igperialist struggle for.
national survival and independence has its reaction in the chauvinism of’

-

As a colony Ireland differed in important respects from the other
'members' of the Empire. Ireland's representation in the imperial parlia-
ment reflected, in spite of the reality of a cclonial relatinnaship, a
"sister' island status wheréeby Irish members, at times, possessed influence
en the parliamentary balance of power (eg. Parnell's organised obstruction
of procedure). Ireland alone amongst Britain's dependant territories was
in a position to. exert-direct political pressure on British pelitical life.
As already detailed, the position of the Irish immigrant meant that they
were always first to feel each turn of the capitalist's screw, and they
were also amongst the first to organise working class resistance to the
encroschment of their meagre rights. As a catholic priest in Manchester
stated, the Irish were "more prone to take part in trade uninns, combina-=
tions and secret societies thsn the English'" (33) The negative reaction
towards the Irish migrant should not be automatimally associated with

'racial animosities'. As E, Strauss, author of Irish Nationalism and B
British Demucracy noted:

"When the introduction of the new Poor Law (1834) was followed -
by the experiment of transplanting soms four thoudand East
Anglian paupers into Lancashire and Cheshire, their recepticn
was equally unfawourable and. the resident Irish were, indeed,
prominant in their opposition to this scheme.™ (34)

Racism is the expression of natiunal »sppression that Black national
minorities in Britain endure. The intention od this assertion is not to
question the existance of the national cppressian that the Irish national
minority face. It is to demonstrate that specific forms may relate to a
particular nation. What is of major political cencern is what form it
takes. With regasd to the Irish national minority it is an understanding
of the historical evolutioh whereby the denial of its national rights
provides a basis for oppression within Britasn.

In the detail given tc the relations between the English working
class-and the Irish national minority, the endeavour is to demonstrate
the dhanging perceptions. Reaction has given way, after nearly 180 years
of large st¢ale Irish settlement, to processes cf partial assimilation and
acceptance’, which diguises the National wzx minority status of the Irish
in Britain. It reaches such proportions that the CRC does not recognise
the Irish as an 'ethnic group'. Nor is working class behaviaur rooted in
beltefs of celtic character', or what academics call 'an objective .:
criterion of race', or skin colour. Increasingly the English response to
the Irish sxg is determined by events in Ireland. The agitation and
violence against the Irish are not accompanied by articulation of racist
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idedlogy, but is rooted in the resistance in the Occuried Counties.
As the February resolutisn concludes:

"The Irish national minority in Britain will resist the increasesg
oppression which they face from the British State as the nppression
of ITreland by British imperiglism intensifies. We must increasé
our support for this resistance.”
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NEW DAWN' THESIS OR !'FREE NATIONAL DEVEIOPMENT'?2

- The purpose of this paper is to isolate and comment on a particular tendency

«n"thought in relation to the development of black minorities in Britain and
tieir resistance to racist op;resq1on, For shorthand purposes it will be
~r:ferred to as the "New Dawn' thesis. There are three interconnected themes
within this tendency. The clearest theme is that the minority youth constitute
a1 entity with a new and distinct identity, created and expressed by their
r:sistance movements. . This theme necessarily entails the second, that the
craracter and activity of Black Society derives principally from their response
t> racist oppression in Britain and little, if at all, from their origins,
history and experience in the oppressed nations. The third theme is not so
orviously connected. It is that the character of the minorities is overwhelmingly
_proletarian, and that only the activity of the workers from their communities is

oI a progressive nature, and is, in fact, part of the general activity of the
wrrking class in Britain. This theme is linked with the other two because like
tiem it emphasises the Britishness of experience of the minorities in Britain,
tiat is, experience of developed capitalism, free of the flaws and aberrations
ol peasant society and semi-feudal conditions.

4(1 three themes can be recognised in RITL, as in the line of FRFI. The same
t:ndency can be perceived in a Race Today article, which apparently encapsulates
tie position of that organisation, - It also underlies the pamphlet: 'Southall,
B .rth of a Black Community.' It is proposed to deal mainly with the latter.
Tie reason for this is that 'Southall' is a serious empirical study which
plrports to analyse the factors for cohesiveness and resistance in an important
atea of concentration of national minorities. As a document of racist
o)pression in such an area it is useful and impressive. The weakness of the
'Jew Dawn' thesis emerges clearly because of its contrast with the strength of
tie description of oppression. And the objective of the pamphlet enables the
'lew Dawn' thesis to be expoeed in the light of the theory of Free National
D:elopment, - - = :

1 the surface, 'Southall, Birth of a Black Community' siould be of great value
1 assessing and developing the concept of Free National Development and its
mcomitant of autonomy based on areas of concentration of national minorities.
1is is so because its major theme is the development of a community - which
plies social, psychological and cultural integrity within a given geographic
id demographic context - in an zrea known to be one of the highest national
m.nority concentration in England. This critique will attempt to show that

tiis promise is not fulfilled. The pamphlet contains a valuable catalogue of
tie response in various aspects of the natioral maJorlty population and the

3 ate organs to the growth of black population - the response of racism eSpec1a11y
1 its more blatent forms. 1ts analysis of the national minorities, however, is
bised on an assumption of the validity of the first two of the themes in the
‘lew Dawn' thesis. It concentrates on the youth, emphasising the conflict

b :tween generations and ignoring their interrelationship. And it bases its
theory of the 'birth of community' on the reaction of national minorities to

€ wcism, neglecting the development of group identity based om existing
ciaracteristics. It does not specifically emphasise the proletarian theme,

a .though by failing to consider the interrelationship between classes within

tie national minority people, it allows this theme to be inferred.

s
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e question will be dealt with here as a preliminary point, although it is

1 kely that deeper examination of it would throw light on many of the weaknesses
> current thinking on the national minority struggle. It centres on the
v.igueness of the term 'community'. The pamphlet sets out to descibe a process

a . the culmination of which it can be said a black 'community' existed. But its
o'mn use of the term in various places in the text demonstrates ambiguity both

-~



LB

in the definition of a stage at which the 'community' was 'born' and in its
bléckneés._ If it was ‘borm' in 1979 (when the police invaded Southall to help
the’ NF), as the pamphlet argues, then it ma&es little sense to refer to, much
earller, "the beginnings of the communlty "a community composed of men with
no intentions of settling’ or 'a growing community responding to the attitudes
of white socxety If it is a black community, how can the pamphlet talk, at
one point, of 'black commmities in Southall' and, at another, of 'bridging
relxglous and national divisions in the community'? . This is not meant as a
nit-picking criticism, but as a clear recognition that the term is imprecise in
itself. Therefore it is of no value to prove that a black community exists in
Southall. $Still less can it be deduced that, because such a community exists,
it is correct to seek its autonowy, or any other rights for it, for that matter.

There atre indications that the authors:of the»pamphlet areAawarevot the true

- nature of the social phenomena in respect of.which Free National Development

poses the right to autonomy based on areas of concentration. On p.30, it says
"But while the local authority was deliberately neglecting its area of greatest
black concentration, the Asians thenselves were turning Southall into a self-
possessed Asian town." And "Asians feel at home here; it is their town in a
very real sense." It is clear from the context that it does not mean just
Southall Asians. The reality is not one of a number of isolated black
communities in a sea of white people. It is one of nationalities, each
disseminated throughout England, and to a lesser extent, Scotland and Wales.
Within the dissemination of a nationality are areas of concentration, such .as

Southall, Highfields, Manningham or St Pauls. Within the area of concentration,

to a greater or lesser extent, the different nationalities themselves cluster
together. So that the areas of concentration form the core both of given total

nationalities and of the links between natlondlltles. For this reason Free
'iNatlonal Devclopment focuses on such areas.: ‘

1 has been said that the pamphlet concentrates on the reaction to racism.-

It is a strength that it concentrates on the national minority's reaction,to
this, rather than distorting reality in an attempt to prove a united black and
white response. It shows how the Asian workers in Southall factories.organised
against their exploitation and against the racism of employers and fellow,
workers and the indifference of the unions.:: It shows the use of. soecial and
cultural organisatiohs“dutside the place' of work, like. tha IWA and Gurudwaras,
to organise at the workplace. It shows the use of. common ties of nationality
to support strikes, by collections outside’ the workplace and, extensions of:
credit by shopowners. = ; ¢ - -

It shows a his tory of settlement, and how racism caused the host communlty to
create intolerable housing conditions for the national minorities, to subJect
their children to educational deprivation and physical danger, and te threaten
them with the violence of civilian and police attacks. The racist responre is
described in detail, ' Some protests and pressure groups are described but there

is not the same detailed description of the mational minority's initial reactions -
e.g. through the IWA or the Gurudwaras - perhaps because this information is not
easily available. But a more important reason for this is the theme of the

'New Dawn' thesis, that real r¢31stance did not arlse until the youth started

to flght back : i ,

'Treatlng the theme in this way glves a false 1mpreaalon of the Lharacter of

the national minorities in Southall, especially of .the .dominant Punjabi Sikh
community., It is true that the development of immigrant mationalities depends
to a great extent on their reception, Assimilation can take place where the
national majority is not antagonistic., The main determinant of the English
people's response to black immigration has been .their racism. = This has, meant

“that the conditions for assimilation were never created. Thus -one:important

aspect of the identity and separaceness of the national minorities has been
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. their reaction to that racism. But the other .aspect is more vital, because,

" without it there would have been no basis for identity and no, justification

"‘for separateness. This is the specific national character of the minorities,
‘based-on.a common national ‘origin, of which:factors like language, culture

+and common psychological make-up are transplanted from common territory and
economic system. This mational tradition continues despite fragmentatxon
through -multifold proceases of social dnteraction internal ito the  given: ...
natlonal mlnorlty AT : o : b k¢

"An important“common'theme”both in the reaction to external forces of racism
‘and the internal ‘process.of-national development is .the historical heritage of
imperialism. It provides a valuable framework of learnt experience to explain
the continuing oppression., Thus: the pamphlet quotes the Punjabi Times on. the
April 1979 invasion: "Monday's police .terrorism has convinced people that
‘Southall has been reduced to the status of a British Imperial Colony from that
of ‘a town of free citizens.": And it quotes a school student: "I remember
thinking when: I was younger that maybe, somehow, my language - the language of
‘my parents -~ isn't a real language...All our history is from a British point
of view....what they're saying-all-the time is that white is right. So we
grow up with English nicknames- and no self-respect.! . But to recognise the
existence of this imperialist heritage is to see both the continuation of an
internal tradition of reésistance to it and the social 1mperat1ve of continuing
“to asaert a national 1dent1ty free from it. 0 o : ;
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“From the point of view of the vontlnuatlon and development of natlonal identity
" there areé many themes which the pamphlet could have described in its search
for the-conditions of the 'birth of a black community'. Culture, language and
religion maintain and strengthen identity and communality.. They probably also
adapt to serve the interests of a nationality in an alien surrounding, enabling
it, perhaps, to:absorb some aspects of the extermal culture without harming the
integrity of the nationality, or emphasising aspects which help it to reject )

' unwelcome intrusions. These are questions which could valuably be explored. i

" Culture, language and religion also do not exist in a vacuum, but through: .

concrete social, economic and polltlcal relationships.  In the same way they
are transmitted from one generation to another. The pamphlet may not wish to
deal with the question of caste, but it is impossible to explain. patterns of
solidarity and loyalty without some reference to it. -Family and marrlage ties,
however restrictive ‘they-may be to the:individual of the younger generation,
are part of the reality of the social structure of Southall.. Patterns of.
employment exist within the minority community, and businesses gain and keep
custom through secial: links, as well as. finding funds to set up or survive.

There are many forms of community leadership :and community. coroperation which
depend on and reinforce the national interrelations. of ithe Punjabis in Southall.
These may be in the Gurudwara, the IWA, in various: social or political groupings,

‘or-in families. There is no ‘doubt that such struetures will be in the process
‘of’ fairly rapid change, to adapt to the meeds of a hostile enwironment. But
without them there would be no Southall:«'community' to ‘fight- back. against racism.
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The pamphlet presents a relatively sophisticated version of the first theme of
the 'Ngw Dawn' thesis. It does not suggest a complete disjunction between
younger and older generations. - Thus it says ."many of the parents sympathised
with the more militant tactics adopted by .their children to express their:

- ‘grievances." But -the isclation of-the role of the:youth, and the neglect of
‘the link between: generatloﬁs, is. in keeping with the general, theme of the
pamphlet. In effect it is arguing that the- strength and identity. of the.
community was derived from the resistance to racism, and that this only
:£lourished with the reslstance of the youth from 1976 (Gurdlp Slngh Chaggar's
‘death) ‘onwards. el L S - LA e
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The concrete basis from which the argument proceeds is that the youth were
more militant at that time, that they were prepared to take the struggle on,
to the streets and to attack the police and defend themselves against whites.
The conclusions drawn from this are two,
1. The youth'were organising "in terms of British realities, as opposed to the
IWA which was based and organised around politics which emanated from the
Indian Subcontinent."
2 The youth did not organise around "their Punjabi identity" but their
"cultural reaction took on a much more pollrlcal form,"
(What is meant by "more political form" is obscure.) These conclusions
suggest a line, which admittedly seems to strike, a discordant note in
comparison with many of the quotations and descriptions.in the text, that the
way foward for the Southall ‘community' is to turn its back on its national
origins and identity. It is suggestad that the politics of India are in
themselvés irrelevent to the situation faced by the Indian national minority
in Britain. It is suggested that the 'Punjabi identity' is no longer a focus
for the Punjabi youth to organ ise around. At the same time centuries of
experience of imperialism in the Punjabi homeland seems to be relegated to ‘the
history books.

This position is untenable. It is only meaningful if the origins and
traditions of the mnational m1n0r1ty are regarded as forgotten and abandoned
This is not possible, nor is it desirable. For te lose the link with the
history of the national homeland would distort any understanding of the nature
of the racist opppression faced, by abstracting it from its imperialist context.
It would also disrupt continuance between the struggles of the national
minorities in the metropolis and those of the oppressed nations of the Third
World. The position makes racism a phenomenon of the metropolis, only fully
experienced and understood by a youth who not only have been born and brought
up in England, but also who are assumed to have nc experience or connection

‘with the traditions of their homeland. It is a short step from this to an

assimilationist position, to ‘black and white unite and fight', and't6 the
loss of any distinct social and cultural basis of which the natlonal mlnorltles
can build up a res lstanue to racism.

The reality of social development is one in which the different aspects of the
nationality are interrelated. The youth is one aspect of the natlonallty
Their experienté in England, their confusion over their language and culture,
their new patterns of relationships with each other and with other national
minorities and with the white majority, their attitudes towards racist
oppre851on are all part of the charvacter of the national minority. But the
experlence of the older generations, both at home and in England, are also a
part of that character. One age-group cannot be a society. If there is a
sharp conflict between the generations in a society this is itself a crucial
aspect of that society, not a reason to treat them as two separate groupings.

On this point the Race Today panphlet shows the logical extension ot the
conclusions to which "Southall™ comes. Its one-sidedness extends to
isolation of workers as well as isolation of youth, This comes rather’
incongruously in the pamphlet, since the youth movement it describes in its
later paragraphs has nothing to do with work or struggles at work, presumably
because most of these youth are either unemployed or intellectuals or both.
But the major part of the pamphlet is a description of factory struggles.

;And in its conclusion it hammers home the proletarian theme. In one final

passage the IWA are criticised as a hindrance to the deveropment of the
'struggles of "Asian workers", the Asian Youth Movement given the task of
"winning older ‘workers" and are told they will be helped by . "West Indian

workers." For R.T., the young Asians have created a "political dawn'. ' They

Have ”scant 1nterest in Indian politics', which is seen as a good thlng

.
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The older ‘generation's struggle is seen as a separate, and exhausted stage.
Now is the stage-of the "radical and insurrectionary movement of the Asian .
youth". And though the pamphlet claims to be showxng Asian youth that’ there
~ has been "an Asian movement” since the 50's, it is doing so essentially to
prové tliat the organisations of the older people have become a hxndrance, and
all depends on the youth

Summed up, the 'New Dawn the51s anmunts to this: when the f1rst generatlon
came, they ‘wanted to live in peace SO they didn't fight too hard. The new
generation face racist oppression which they are not prepared to. tolerate.
‘They fight back for their community, and thus_.see themselves as distinct.

So.the youth are developing their own identity (black, As1an, Ind1an,_depend1ng
on taste). This seems to be the meaning of an obscure passage Lq Rol..~ Zhe
- young Asians'.'sense of loyalty to the Asian community was only partly a
“product of cultural up brlngxng. It owed much to the political 1solat10n of

Asians in Britain who hadn't known Asia. In 1976 the rsolatxon turned lnto

" identity". e

How can identity emerge from isolation? A desire for identity may, but not
identity, which is based on the positive - what you have - not on what you are
‘deprIVed 6f;. And what kind of identity? This is the real questlon. ‘ Those
who 'see the youth as a new dawn cannot answer it because, after all, the1r
emergence is: based on breaking links with the old - .the homeland and its’
" culturé. And what will they say when this youth becomes old, and‘thelr
chlldren are the new generatxon’ Is there yet another 1dent1ty?

oy
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The different threads in the argument become confuaed and end up becomlng

a tangle.: ‘The model of the first. generaticn is supposed to have been
~assimilation, of the second, separateness. To some extent there is truth

in this. ‘The sociologists and planners from the majority communlty argued
for assimilation, and many national minorities were taken in by it. Some of
the immigrants believed they would be accepted as British - particularily
Caribbeans. Not only were they quickly disabused, but their culture and
behaviour contradicted any superficial desire to assimilate. They held
closely . to their: lénguage, customs and social networks. The youth, on the
other hand, were in a-better positien to assimilate. They had been to -
"school 'in England, socialised with the English, picked up many Engllsh
habits and-perspectives; they had not been acculturised in Punjab or
Bangladesh., ' But they.found antagonism and sought separateness. Yet if that
“separateness is .to be real, it must be based on the cultural identity which
stems from:the origins their parents are steeped in. And that 1dent1ty, the
same argument tells us, the youth reject.. If the identity they are forglng
and grasping is derived from 1solat10n, if it is divorced from the natlonal
- character and traditions, then what is it?, No soc1ety creates its own way
of life out of nothing. Therefore it must be created out of Engllsh ‘society
and cultute.  As the Southall pamphlet suggests ''the youth were also
articulating their need.to organise in. terms of Brltlsh realities". 'I1f this
logic:is pursued; it is ‘the youth who seek to asslmllate with Brltlsh society,
- ‘although 'antagonistically. The leaders, by contrast, remalned separate byt
'Ldoc11e. Clearly thls ‘cannot be right. anty 2 it 7
In cr1t1¢151ng thxs train of thought there ls no 1ntent1on to deny one of the
positive aspects-which the Southall writers bring out - the struggle for unity
between black nationalities. That,is positive. But it is a struggle, still
exxsting in'the desire. rather than. the realrty, whrch ls lnevrtably strll
based'in-separate national cultures; . We:must avpid 51nk1ng into the, blxssful
" naivety of the authors of "Rally- Round Reorientate the Leegue" and see the
beginnings of any kind of..coalescence "into one. natlonallty 5 even if 'this
does not yet cross the Afro-Asian divide and leaves the Chinese "as distinct"
(and presumably inscrutable) "as before". Nor is it intended to deny that
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the new generation changes the norms and patterns of the national

character passed on by the older generation. On the contrary, it is that
dynamic interrelationship between the different elements in the nationality
that gives it the strength to survive and establish its rights in a hostile
environment. The Southall pamphlet is ambiguous, for its theme of the
building of a total community conflicts with its argument for the uniqueness
of the youth.

Both Southall and Race Today see the struggle for community self-defence as

a high point in the development of Asian politics in England. The FND
position wishes to go further and see it as a step on the road to a higher
point - autonomy. There is a difference in that one view concentrates on
response to attack, and defensiveness, the other tries to highlight the
offensive, the building of a distinct entity with firm foundations in
nationality. But the growth of national identity is clearly conditioned by
the environment of racist oppression and the need to counter it. And the
recognition of community self-defence is based in the realisation that there
is something to be defended, going beyond the individual, but not class-based
or class-oriented as the RTL proponents would aver. For all its immediate
attraction, the 'New Dawn' thesis is fundamentally blurred and idealist. It
avoids the extreme 'black and white workers' line by recognising some need
for separateness. But it avoids also the anathema of nationalism. As a
result it cannot explain concrete phenomena because it has no firm theoretical
basis. It is not surprising that RCG and RTL can use it as a basis for lines
which subsume the national struggles into the struggle of the working class.

A member of the sub-committee would like to borrow or obtain
photocopies of the following:

C. McCollester, "The Political Thought of Amilc:r Cabral",
Monthly Review 24, 10, March 1973, pp.l10-21.

L. Rudebeck, "Development and Class Struggle in Guinea-Bissau".
Monthly Review 30, 8, Jan. 1979.

J. O'Brien, "Tribe, Class, Nation: Revolution and the Weapon of
Theory in Guinea-Bissau". Race and Class 19,1, 1977, pp.l-18.
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