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IIBA9 15 [M COMII'NIST ORG]I]'{ISATIOi IN TI{E BRITI${ I$AS?

1) coBI is a l,iarxist-TJenisist collectivet fo11led on 1st -Jarua'ryt 
1974t

; ;;";il iron the aritish and lrish cou$unist Organisation' tiow

becono revisionist. lts Inl:Lpose is to irlte8late l[arxisi-IettiEist theory
,"itt the 

"ouc"ete 
conditioos plevai1turg in ihe British Isles' aJr'L'

;il"t b, ihl" "onc".t" 
developmeat of MarxisfiFT'eoinistnt to lrolBote the

E.".i"rrl"t oi comnunist tlolitics aBoD€ the rrorklng clas€ of the lritish
i;i;;,--ii ,ir", through its activities, to heL! brins about pofitlca]

a- li:eoio6'i.af'.onditions tu whlch the fol:lation of a new comnmist

"""t" in ti" British Isles sri11 be a neatriagful ste! in the 
'levelopnentiii""r-*i"t potitt"".u I lirk in the chain of proleta"iar loternationa'lisn'

2) we ta.I(e the natural econonic unii of the Sritlsh rslee as the axea of
our organisation anal oppose any attempts )y bourgBoie o! populist
nationilis:l to fragtnent Forkin8-c1ass orgariisation rithi! the above

econonic unit. We reBoLutely base ourseLves on the proleta'flat of the
$ho1e British Isles without exceptioD. As a Butspean state developat
we shal1 ertend ourseLves accordirlSly.

,) In terms of the developnent a.rd streDgth of its econoroic olSanisatlolt
tire working.class of the lritish fsles is second to none in the calitalist
wolldi its political a.ad iAeological developoent is, howeverr rmch less
advaDced. In larticular it lacks its ofn political trErty. Without such
a T&Jiry, a real cornnunist laltyt it will be urable to decisi"ely defeat
the capitalist cLass, build socialisn anal advarce to colenrrlism.

4) ttre triotory of the st&g61e to tuild such a larty i! the Sritish
Isles has largely been olle of failure. The cons]icuous exceptioD to
this vas the Socialist labour Party of Great 3!itain, whose ent,lem CoBI
has aalopted, al}d',shose valuable e4e?ience se inteud to aseirilate.

5) A najor reasoB fox thls failure has beea the ir,ability of rcvol-uti'onal'ies
in baitain to male a comlLete brea& {ith ca?italist ideolory; their
failu?e to breaL with the pragnatiot outlook of ihe Sritish capitalist
class l1.4s 1ed then to underestimate the inDortance of the l,[alxist-T,enirist
theory of scientific socialisri. I[ithoui the Suidance of this theoly
thele ca-n be no comErmist politics.

6) For these reasons COBI taLes as its innediate iasksi the apllication
of coinfiunist theorJ'io the conditions of the Blitish Islesr ard
ideo1og"ical stnrggles a.gainst opportur,ist alistortions of co,lmlrnisln, such
as r,odern revisionisn and I'rotskyism.

7) COBI denaDds the maxirun ideological ulity anongst its eenbers. All
nenbels, ir addition to engagiing in llactical wo!k, in.lst inprove their
understardlng of scieDtific sociallBri ardl contribute to the ideoloS"icaL
stlaggle, Nobody wiLl be adltritted to tu1l nembenshlp of the ora.r,ir..tior
unless they have alemonstrated thei! co,'nraitnent to the class struggle
ard. thei! ulderstaading of scientific socialisn.

8) To sulplenent the effoxts of lts fu1l rnenbershipr CO31 encourag€s a
wiiler group of assoclate renbers to Holk in cooperation with it,

Fo! fu11 elucidation of tlese 1)remises
wish to kno\r nrole about C0ts1 corrtact!

J, ttaisels,
1/a, tby ca:D.r+,,

Edinburgh ml4 4SD.

see Proletaria.l] lio.1, and if you



C OXIII]NISI{ AND EIECTIOI]S

ParLiamenta-qr elections ale the high poj.nt of the political lrocess i.n a
dernocratic capitalist state. Ohe election.of l,ebruary 1974 uas thuB sigiificart
not because of the repercussiorrs which its result pxoduced within the
bouragEois political systen, but also fo? the light thai the a(Ivent of the
eleciion shed [pon the pofitics of the various political gloups to the left of
the lalou! Party. tttese groups {e!e forceal to respond io the electioD, and in
so doin6, to cLarify and Justify thei-r attitude towarals lEllj.amentary politics
in SeDeral and the Iabour ?arty in larticula!,
Ilon theae groupo there energ€d two nEin ILlles on the question. The rnain body
of the l,eft, the CPGB and the frotskyiet groups calleal on voxkels to vote for:
the Labour Palty. In opposition to this the fiuch snaller }ra-lxist-Lerinisi
groups ani the anarchiste denounced. the election as a diversion froE the class
struggle, anal ad.vocateal a boycott. on this issue C031 d.efinitely suplo"ts
the latte! 1ine. Ii condiders that curlently a.caLl. to support the Lalou
Palty is aD oppoltunist distortiotl of col]xnuni.st polj-tics.

!'o! conErunists the questiou of what lirle to take over bourgeois elections is
not one of princille but orle of tactics. there are celtaj.n circumstaDces i.r!
rxhich co4unists would be justified iD particilating inparlianentary election6
theDselves, o! in caLling for suppolt for refornist candifu.tes.

1) Under conditions in Ehich a large, but not yet ptealoilina.nt, section of the
workfulg class have been won to the support of connunist politicsr the
connunist party $i8ht enter a uniteal front Riih the lefornists. fhe
objective in this would te to unite the torking nasses in defence of thei!
i.rulediate interests and, by tlenoastrati[g the duplicity of the ,efornists' to
$ea[ the no]:e backvEld sectors o.f the nasses afi_ay I'?on refofidst lolitics.
It is evident that none of the pxeconalitions for such a front hol'l in Eritain
toalayi no geuuine corrlunist party even existsr nor do substa[tia1 sections
of wor(ers support conEunisr poliLics.

2) If the lroletar.iatrs basic deDoclatic riShts Nexe being threatened by a

gioting fascist noverlent, theD th{-' neeal to use a1t forns of stnggle to
IofenA tbe lsolkers I riSht to orga.nise thelxselves freely could juetify
sullort for af1 consisient aiii-fascist parties. This situetion 

'loes 
not

llesently existr nor did it ai the tine of the election.

]) Cor.nlunists dc tloi hesitate to use a,}1y tactics which increase the conbatj'vity
ana political consciousness of the nasses, a,nd shift the balarrce .lf class
forcis in favout of the r,rorcking c1ass. If the election of a refomist
gover4nent '{ou1d extertl and iniensify the class struggle to the benefit of the
iorki:rg class, woufd urdte the nasses a-nd vould vea]<en the hegelroEy of the
bourgeiisie, ihen conrannists tould be bounil to sulport its election' tr'or this
to b; the caser hoylevelr the pro8larine of the refomists nust ai:ount to a
lrolongation oi popalar' struggtes anal aspirationsr and the refoznists nust be

ioasisient in their support for vorkelsr st4681es' !hj.s is seldor! the case'
Under rLost circuBstances th. social Democlats al1d their i1k are the firenen
of capitslism.

If, on thc othei ha&d, fa! flon beir.€ .m extension of popular asliration ar'I
strugsler the reforr,iist prograirne is ar instnr'lent lor thcir reintegration
into ihe existing orderi if, as r-lsue"fr the refomists constantly equivocate
al1d shy a-nay fronr supporthg the riasscs in their stlugglei if they seek to
d.ivide the ioa"."" rr"i1"t unitidts- the tdation!r then thcir election 

'loes 
not

pronise any sigpificant developncnt of the class stftegle in favou? of the

iroletariai, a.rd coirnulists have no hrsirress suppor:tj.ng the . At besi'
cooraulists can enabl-e ihe vorking cla3s to avoiai thc llegEttive experi etrce of
relying olr the refor,nists .'nd subscquently beirg betrayed by then. If
eonDnr:Tists are too iae6k to achieve tlds, th€ .11 1€ast thcy ca.tr give a clear
ra&rning of the futllity of relying on tl-]e election of a refomist Eovcrnnent
to alelive! the goods.



,
0n the telnls outlineal above, it ie clea! that the Itbqr$ palty did not aeet
the coEalLtions for coirolrnist support in the election. In any gencral
electlon It ie the duty of connunlsts to denounce parlia,nent a.s a €han. Such
a denunciatloD, horeven, lB futile if it takes place in the abstlact. It isfutile lf it is rlot related to the sain for:n of pa!11-.ueDta!j.sn Fevalent
a.Dong tho6e sectidrs of the Easses accessible to colrlunlst plopagaDda or
?CitsP-*-. - 

ltre 6.ttack on lErLiamentarisn tnu6t be cloa€1y lihked to the E.ayin rhich b€lief in parl.iaEent cullently sabotages the LrriereEts of t.he rorkers,
!u!iD8 a SEnelial clqction the chief YIay j.n which thls ocsurs is through the
entlalnl.ng of the etrerry, nll,itancy, aud eEotioDs of sectiotrE o, advenced
eolker6 into suppolt for the Iatour party. Und.e! these circuastencep the
8Ener..d] Etteck on the bouxgeolsie m.rst be Clo€ely linkqd to an ottack upoa theI'atour Paf,ty in pa1'tlcuLar.

!" PlJ."o! ee&lne the Justifications used t!' those who supported. the lEbourParty lti the €lectlon.

IEB CO!!II'NIS{ PARTY OI GNEAT SRITAIN

Ttrc CPGBTS 1974 election r.Enifesto argued. that , aills a€oded to be achieved.!,A Iory def€at, the wj-nnlng of a labour GoveraDent, aDd the return ofcor,rnurist lqr., nr9 way to do this, they algueC, wes to vote fo! theirporrcle8 Ehlch ,houLal cope wlth todayrs l)loblens aJrd at the se.ne tiee opeD theI[ay to aoclalisn rhich a1@e can Fovide a lasting aolution to the crislsn.In the event the Cp achieved onLy those ainrs w?rtch it shared rj.th the LabourPartyi eYelr the much-vaunted Ji-E"ry Reia did disappointinaly badly, In th6gEneldl 
. 
electioE8 of the .lgros and 1960s, tt couiA gener;.iy;e said tllat iflEDour cttd ret1, so dld the Cp. Why the dLffelence nor? tire aIorer is to befound. lortly in the palticular refonojst parfiar,,""i"iy i.ri"i"l tn"t tt. cpadolted 1! Februaly.

An 
-erianlnat ion of lrhat the Ci ras oflerlng the working class suggests tllat it

klt::il}, faiLed_ to di6r j!€uish ,bat it-ctained "o! "or.i,],JJt 
porr."i."

il::l tn:u" or- the-IEbout party. It h.ad aLso failed to tal<e iDto account thererrr'am noyea rode by the Iabour party during its period in oppogition. TheCPr. 1974 poLtcy i€ Btri.kt-naly sirdtar- to ri,"i it oii""oa:r, ii?O ""a t}"",eyen ln parliaBentary terI'rs, inapplopliate.

Becau.se the Cp posite tro effective co!8.r.!rist pollcy fo! novLn8 folrard, it!?csents ihe lories as rrEreckels, the enenl.6s of A"mocracy, pLafag their xed.bogey as a screen to hide their vicious attacks on denociiii-ri6trts,. 3y
l3"jff1lll?-91 :y lbT.!*":+ itself, havina aieio"tea 

-iiro-tory 
posftioE,

1l^r]!,!nlntooe 01 st&aaling stlu.. 'rooEunlst L )s arrd a big condmnist voteare neeoedrr. se a.re told. in orrle! io nextend aDd defend. our-denocratlc right6(.Ehis is a furthe! aellbe;ate confusion, tgre IDdustlia1 Relatioas Act andPhese III alid not reple..nt frurdahental breaches of ortfroaii'tourgeofs pofi"V,artd hence creeping authortaaiarisn, o"u "d;;iio;-o;-;iiiii"?""o"uu uy tt"
::h:_b:y_ry:,1: denoclatic Frty rn 1964_7o,i1.," ti,i"-_-i" plty wrrrctr the
:: ::: l?l a$<lng workcre to support). {,hese neasur€e represent tact,ics u€edl!i rne stl:uggJ.e betaecn wogeg and profits, r€riher tban a iunaaaenTii-ftift inthe forn of Bourg€oio cta6s rlule. Anil because th"y ,;p;";;;;;is, the trade
:::Llu::r:q:l-rhe.naiority of the working "G; #-;; iiserr quitecapa-ore-ol, deretutinf itself BSainst the nAct anat Io placs Of St}lfe. Ihelaoour ?a!ry rccoglised in thc 19?0-74 period that smch i.ndustliaL legislationis couterpoductive, since j.t antagDni.;es th" """y ;;;;;;;s-ln rr,or, a,suceessflrl plices ano incones D61ict atepends. So i""t6ii, -it-f1r" 

g'ae for theSocial CoDtra,ct f,ith the union;.

A- co@unlst analysie rould hsve speLt this out, anal no!e, at the tj.ne of theelcction. &rt the C? ras hore iDte!€sted. in fighti-r€ previous battl,es,b.ttles wbich ths industrial strength of the dockers a,,ar the Diners anal othertlade unioaiste ha.a shorn cout at be woD iith;ui ;t;e;-r""i c#_rri"t o,1e ft-IEbour . lrps .
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The Clts attitude to tbe Torles! anti-cooluurist propoganda dullng the electioa
c?rlpai8n anounts to r-ore alelibelate confusion. :tcr the CP the red acare was

not'soiethtag to responA eggressivcly to -- isstead the accusatioD nre'lsn is

""""tf,G 
thiy deny;-and thly then trJ to turD th€ talrles on the 1to!ies' bv

;;;;;-iia; ii lu ii" Tolies vho o"" i-:tttts att&cks on dletnocracv' tttev 'ould
"i""oir". i.n".rr" very real restrictions oi the lights of the boutt'eoiele' But

ill"-cp itio" to evaae ihis lrai-itl'i6suo, slnce it does not fit.in very aicely
*iir, iu"fr-p""".f"1 road io sociallsn. they avold the iseuc ln i'o lvaJ"

Filstly' they conBtrrct, iust aa the lory aad In'bour- partie6. do' a trnatlorui

iite&st,'. Ttlen liLe the lpbour i""ti t["v define thi6 as the vast uajollty of

the ,!ation. Thls for the cf con'eni"ntty avoids the necessjty for gpelliDg

;; ;;-;;;,";;;i gggqig! of r"";';;; interests betseen the worklns class and

the bourgeoisio. (Th€ Tolies' o"E oi 
"l]" 

ie!fl Ne'tiorlal Intelest ls in fact

"""rr-r*E'""".*. 
t" ] A1:. tl" tthile that you have a systern. of,national

capitelisn' thcre is a g""ri"" t*ii(,[i inierest in thc short r1)n' nhich blrldg

both itorkero and capitalists - "n"-i's 
ii'ut the sysien is as.productlve and

,]"ii"ii"""- p"."ltl.. ' cr""" "ooni"i 
it ;eriitr'ed aL the. econonic 1eve1' 60

i"tr'i"-it'a..t noi thrceten tt'"-Jvui" 'ipo:'it i":rLlv' Thc. way to uxderxine lhe

iiiil"sy-if ihe national rt'terest-it, 
-oi 

"o'lrse' 
io attack it politicallv' but

this the c? lefuses to oo, ,tu' "tri"g' 
ti-""i"ci-oi t"t'" irr a schoolboys' Sane')

Seeonally' lt prevents aily urielstanding of the onati'onal. intelesti'' by

ii.rliiii"i ti" sreckels of the ;lio;I lntcrest with the Tories and 'rthe

;;;;;;;# poncr of tr,e big b"";;;*;;;, barJruts andl Plopertv speculatols tbev

;;il;;.;.; 'rhey thus extract the eccnor':ic claes vhlch hss an inte!€at in
keepjnp th€ ctDtt3llst .y.to, goit'gi-;J "'t"titt't" 

for it-a.sDaJ] Sroup of

;iiat:"il; ;;it;a;,i o.r,. e,a on"ii'" othex Eiile ' !€plcBentins amateatrv the

real iDatiorBl int€restlr "r. """*S"d 
(foltowin8 the indiscrlnjnate clasg

;il*;-;ili out in tte rritisr' nLa io socialiso) 'vorkers' rensioners'
stualents, professional p"opan' @faciulers! 

all
ale victin. of U.!e Tcllesr disa;66G-i;tI;1es" (enphasis addeo!)-ffi
econonic class (whatever tr-'e c'"re"Iairierences 'belveen Lord stoLes 6nd the

plop,erty speculatotu) i" "- 
uo*g"ii"i"-"iii'-"t*t* intercsts' -whictr 

in 
';Encral

have been furthereal ly 
"t ""u"t'iJ'!o'"""o"ntt' 

tott' Labour and-Tol'y' So the C?

gets 1tse1f into the posi.iion "ipi"i""Jiti 
tr'"t thc Toric s-rcpresent only b18

business and not the iraintena'n"" ii t}'" "oiit"tiut 
systen itself' Todav the

lories are ner€]y q!4ry tr-,o tni"J"""i"ti"es of big tusinessl they are glg1

reDresentativ€s of other cetego;;;"--i "t*t" 
of Ihe cclit::list classr stlata

ilil-;;;;;;"i; lretend ari sonehod 'utl-capital 
ist '

Because thc cP likes to "explain'thingE by conslructing the,Tories as ihe 
'levil

o'tslde .the systen, rathc' tnan-'tire 
-esic,usirs 

of thd systen !!EI!r they are led

;;i";il';;; ;;ii'"rv tr.'o fundanent;l racts cr thc culrent svsten'

Itre r,Dst signlflcant of these nisrePresentatio4s is the lie 3bout ploflts -
the notive force of cap1tafl""'--o"-in" one han'l se ar€ told. that the lbriea
;;; ki"g itiels"t a,,a- tieeer p"oiit""; on the other' that th€ Tories have

riaale a boal situation *o"t" uv Joppi1a investnent anil roriernieation ln Ettleb
industry. fhe latter i. tn,e, it'n- roi"er fals€t rNre propsganda to gEt you onto

the popu]ist a-1ii-To!v uana'aasoil' tr1" 'rit"r'e 
ill3k it tt'" fact tklt investlrent

f]r" ili" p.." because the "ate 
oi proift lras- 6een unarcceprlbly lor of late.

fhe cprs solution to this iB reaily rerlarkatre, and once aSaiE reve3ls the

ldeolory of nationa: interest ;;-L;i";;i "ulituritt' 
vith vhich it i6 infected'

The ellrswer is! 1) tbat bigdp! flaae clajrE rtrrst be nace and a Lbour soveatrEnt

;i;.il"i; Iop""lt" lorr"i"" tr]"i-ttiir besin to bitc into.the profits of bi8
business. ; a.!1d 2) that {?!j-vate fn "uil"t't-o.,"'"ta," 

rhich-is. todav ruDning at

;;';;oil ; y6"" tt,ooia ue rraiiea' " so on the one hald the -cP 
is activ€lv'

irr"""g1-i* trlde urion *'"ge tt"oes-1o, advocating Poli'cies !'hich vi1I bite
j-nto proflts, whilst on tit" "u'"t-i*i 

advocatini i:'easu!es. to st&bi1i6e ?rofite
throudr a retlenched *.tio""f ..pilJii"". fut ti" bourgeoisie and the soclal-
[H;fi; "i;;i;-.i;,;i 

-;."d 
su:]i conu''dictory advice rron the c?' rhe roc

has fur fact hac for years " 
p"ii"r-"rti"lt far nore roaljstically takes accout
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of the.feal+ties of internatlonal capitalisa ejd the EEC in }xrxticuLai,aovocating tenporary 

'estrarnt anc less cowrterproa""ti"" *irL, to recucecapitaJ. outflotr, greatet control of irvestnent in retrrn for-certainrestrictioDs of wage denandsi the e*role being condj.ti;I o" "*io"" political
c-oncessl.oas on the part of the goverr&eni. Oace agah the Cp igDotes the factthat the llabou! party have a viable 6ho!t term policy for capita-Li*r. SoBhen the C? advocates ite ertreme l,ersion of ttre f,a ru.r policy it net ely a])pears
( 1 ) . 

coDtradictory; (2) deceitful- in dreesing,.rp it. ,"agei poLicy wiricir isdesrttEd to cause econonic collapse, as a policy to help iDvestDeflt; anal(5) merely to have an lrratioIl.rl feeling of enyy about profits. (An openfy
Luddite poLlcy, rhile Eo xrole succeeefu.l", pou.li. at least be nore trolesi.) 

_

Ihese economic policieo, far| from rropenilg the lray to socialisnri, l?oulC ;inply
throw a slanner i! tbe workln€ of calitalisxr (were ttrey ever acted upon),
without eDatlin8 a plol.etarie{n oachille to be built. Such dishonesty will
never Eork and never has in the past.

ltle CPrs abysna] failu]ce to erpLai! how capitaLisu uorks -- let alone hoi? to
get rid of it * ls enlhasised again here! nlhe econooic crisis, the attack on
wagBe, the three-d.ay week, poverty, bad houaing, srtd all the other pxoblens of
our society are caused by capitalism. So long as 5/o of the lopulation olyn Dost
of the Dation rs wealth 6Jrd use lt to becoBe rtche! sti1l at the expense of the
najolity these problens will g€t rorEe.( this cordetms capitallse not for the
Uarxist leason that lroduction is for profit not use value r ad that because it
ls a cod@odity producing societyr the dtistribution of resoulces dlependa upon
the ararchy of the narket lether thar bei"B6 cotrsciously planned in the intereeta
of the *orkiDg classi but sinply for its uoequal disttibution of wealth. It is
ln fact quite possible for raodern capitalisD to use fiscaf neasures to plodhrcs
greater equaltty, yet sti1l renaln a comlodity producing society w'th a'IL its
inevitable problene, Itle Llbout ?arty have at least latclred onto thist even

if the CP has not. SindLa.rly rith lts attitude to natio[alisalion the CP oakes

intheoairtthesaledeDeldsasthelaboulPariya.adyetfalse].yconclrr.Lest}iat
ploductionforusewillsoroehowlnevj.tablydevelop.qulte.contralJr'however'
i,re its cLains that the minels i 'rclaiB should be xret i! ii'r11n ' 

because the

co[roCity they gloiuce happeas to be in der0aEd, rhich i9 arr argunent looted in
il" p""#."" if'the o*rkui-.y"tcm. (The oiners shoufd of.course bave been

"oppo"tuO 
tut not on these growrds) ' $or does the CP envisage there rroul'd te

anv'urea-)<ine Doint with rcgard to ;tionalisai'ion, prefering 10 suSEBst that
i"irii-ui. Li"Jr'; .oura ie ta.ken away flon ihe pliiate owtrers without
i."i.t"r"". I*re Ci's device is to talci over th€ iabou-r Partyts nshopping 1'strl
and then to acld a fefi itens onto the efill "Other in'lustries 'where a &onopoly

"ii""ti"" 
prevails should be early candidates for prblic owalrship' lpto'st 

-

l"y u"-t.t! of eng'i"rreeling' frr"f"litlg electrica] engineerilg'. chemical-s' food 
'

ali ctetergents arJ ouvious examples.; Their ca'se for nationalisation j's Dot

based on the l,lerxist case or prieociion-ror use tbrougho!.t a,tr econoxry controllecl

ty a"n'r for th; wolkiltg .1u."". it is a riish-{ash of compLai'ts a€ainst rrlDonopollesrt

*iri.it 
"-r" 

not, a.na ag;inst "inc;stries ir1 leceipt of large sunis of lublic moneyrr

iwhich is a morat noi a l{prxist point)' Novrhere is I disti-octjon I,3Je b'tY'cen

iir""""i"i"tii""-riiicrr tire tours'ojsi6 reouL'l be lre,crcd to see subsi'lisef or

iur.ur, orr its haids altogpther, an'' those which reaI1y ale clucial to
contitn,rcdbouf8€oispowe!ancr.whichhistorysbof,giheywi].l,-str}8.gietokeep.
o";;-"@; the-l,abour Pariy shords itself to be nore irl touch with reaLltv in
ii""tiiv-g the culrent naiionalisation measurea DecessarJ' for the economic

' 
""or;;i"oii." 

a.Dd rationa.LL6atioa of British capitalism' -Ideither 
has the Labour

p.?tvavoi,fedtheouestioD.sethecPhasrofhorritissoinatoeffect'uhe
ir*rlii""-- ir,"oieh p*Ii.,""' the NEB cnl thc vacillating ''esires of the

ii-."iGe-;.t".. Th; cp has crraracter:siicalty avoide.l ihe tho_l.try problem of tf,re

pofiti.if mes"Bs of putting throudl a thorough€oing P:ogt*: for an econony

;;;;. ";" the soci;lLy plar,neJ lro'luction of use velues' Thev do not see the

^r"r oitfrn working class as teiig i-nvofvea' since they confine its role io the

,rlrltunn r"u of fre; collective bargailing in the \iages strr849' And if thcy
p*po". ,ro mearB of effectfu'€ theii progrcoue, the cP car t-P!'ILy be sulprised
when the workets vote for the more realistic prog"a*" of the L"rbour Party, aJcd

;;;;iil;; upon lrrs to Jo the iob. For workers lLlve been a.sked bv the c? to
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xlralKe your vote telftr, not to nrr1e-ke liour olg?'Diseti ?owe' te11d'

after e'ivi.llg the political iob io the IPs' left !l!!91rr 
' 
al-lf comluniet' the CP

p'ives the vork irg crass rhe t's;-ot Da;;t;ining coflcctivc bar8"rlning' Thus

ir._., -._. u+r,o,o shoulil be ,r. i""Jo"" 
-pori.y 

,irrotu-y o! otheErise. Bq)erielce

:ii:*."ti;t ,ii''iii iliii"ri", i""o"u" p"ii"v ne'n" cuts in rear {ases and

;;;;""; 
";.iii". n' this last """riit" 

ie false for two leascns" Filst' it
ass'.mes thai if the nass or proiits i6 to be ilc"eas€d' then the capitallst
.i"""-r r"t necesEErily force doe! thc 1evel of real wa8€s' In f,actt Eis llalx
rrt.*"r - lart rr of ihe first vclu.ae of gg!i!g!, the developrent of the folce6
oi p"oa""tioo enables the capital"lst claoEE-iacrea'se the proportiou of
natioial incone that goes as lrofitsr without leal wages fa]f,ingr o! even while
,oni *re=r are rising. seconl, it suggestB that without eakln€: a fetish of free

"oiiectio" 
tar6a:-nilg the {oxking class is rlnable to cefe'd ite llvina starda'ldo'

But recent hisiory ehows that th; wolking class has the po{'e! to resist the
erosioa of livirlg stan&1fds by exercising its might in the ecotro'[io str'u881e t
whethe! o! not tie gove:ranent iroposes arl iilcones polIcy. Doa this, the trade
]mion reslonse has al9ays ploved adequate. The greate! dange! to ieorkels t

livi.Bg 6t.,nCar.1s comes from the Iabour Paltyr whom tlte C? toIC us to vote for,
aE.l their rsocial contractr. It is the political algufleDtsr put fo'l ard tV the
CP and others, fo! supporting Labour th"-t have given a boost to the chanceg of
the rsocial contteact r workiig:. In r€tu!, for phoney concessiotts on lloperty
speculators, tardng ihe rlch, Frd !e!€a1 of the InAct' (concessions {hich in
no lsay aiefenC or i$prove woaklng cl.ass Livijrg or cultural sta&1aJds o! the
possibllities of raising political conseiousnese) wolkels are norf, beiJlsi asked
to rostrain their wage deEarrds. Ihe coDcossious are uow beirg asked for by
tbat very sort of l,abour: Goyelrnneflt, the 'rneE sort of L3bou! Govef,luent,t fu].1
of !€Els arai Foots, which the CP was calling: for at the last election.

ltre CPrs dlsagr.eemente iith the Labour lariy ste,n palrtly fron tradition, aod
partly frol! its inlrstrial basis. But it will l3ot be able to undelrlille
rrsoeial cootlactsi, ?.ni eoci.i deDocLacy if it bas no positive political
perspective, ia ,rhich working class economic poreer can be used. Ihe aleeahd. for
inaepenient trades unions carlot be conrproniseC upon from a coutrflurist point of
viefi, but this is by no Deans the sal@ as confining the econonic struggle to
free collective tal8sinin8, as the Cp Coes. (An:i llot the least da.Da8ing is the
Clrs refusal to cooe clear on what has been happelinE to proflts in the UK
ecouongr).

More inpolt3nt is the light which this 6heds on the Cprs perspecti.ve fo!
socie,1is6, Ii offels nothfu€ but rfree coLlective ba.!6alnin6,,, an er:+ension ofpublic o@ership ani,. a parliaient of Left-Laboua and conrunist trDs, StrlkinAly
absent is the l,iaBist perspective of ot gEniseC l1lorkels t stlen€Jh in in.lustly
.r$1. society lgr prolelari3r Do1itica}objectives, gg!3gj. both 6oci&1 Aenocratic
et,:te clpit:lisn :rr. laissez frire. 

- 

-
fiO IIJTERN1ITION.IJ SOCLIIIS1 S

In vLery of the fact tbnt in the pages of the Sociali-st Worker the tories had
long a8o leplaced capitalisr4 iise1f as the nurbe! one enenJr of the wotrkerB, the
response of IS to the election l?as predictable lrel1 in aCvalce. Afte! havi-r€
set up the [or:ies cs the pricila1 viflain, their election ref].ex coul.r. oDly
be io crTr out for their ejection. The IS were ccught on the homs of a rlilex0na:
otr the one banC their theoxy te11s then thot the Ip,bou-lites are just ae ruch
agentrs of capitalisn as are the lotiesi the IS, to be fai!, lqlov that both wiu
fo11ow i'.joti-working class policies. On the othcr ha,n{], €mti-Toryism renlejns
the spontaneous fc1'I]l of political- cousciousness of mrch of the Britieh porkin8i
cLassi so, gooci tailists thet they aIe, th.r IS ."xe not wj.lLirg to go e.galnst ar]y
Epont3,neous response, €ven thoueh this rel)onta.tleous response r is no rrcte th"r ajt
expression of the spon+areous dolli&1tior of the volking class by capitall"st(Ppulist) i.ieoIog.y. IN ;]IY CIASS soC]xTY mE ]]oTTIN.AI{T IxEoIoGY IS T,IIE IIEo!oGY
0F tEX RULE!'G C],ASS. Ihe political consciousness of the oppressei class alwsys
spontanoou€Iy expresses itself in 3 folr that is limitel by this ideolo&r of
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the rulin4 class. This idecfogy can only be exp€lfeJ fr)n its 'roninarrt position

b" cl1ss sLnr,;i1e' in lsrticular i-""i 'ri"'r :Lru"'le' l nlil r"r'i' occurs' there

i{ :',;;,;: -};i;. -t i"i.: o, t.,,.-,1'ir'u i u"i""l ii'tcr-sts T th' v r"i\r' crass

and its lolitical consciousness' The ciniraclction 1TitI. oDly be res('lved vhell

the lvorking class ceases to ;uppoJ the l,4bou! Paxty' The ISt houever' in an

oDDorLunist nanner l,lrpic€f 'f tto^, tri"o to n ve.it both ways'-- Thcl c'11-C

;:i".';;;il,-;;;; ;:"iJt '.cvnn.-n'e or ..hc rnri-rorv bon-,,^Lnn' Ar tri

"..""t-*. 
- 
ifr"l' rccoenisoi 11t,1 "1 luioot Sovenxrtent elected.in-.z weeks tine

rould be forced to ect in r="1' """i-ir'" "i'" '*"1' 
n" the To?iesri (sii.r€b 16)'

""[_""-*"."-.tf" 
to salve their iheoretical corsciences' Tne oplosition

;;;;;"-;h; rno"v -d tl',e practic"t lrescriltion was spparentlv quite acceliable'

Thei? losition was explained in nore
worker:

detail ia ih€ tr'eb 2, issue of Soclalist

'rA Labou! victory does not nea,D socialisE or even oocial lefolTdt it does near

--ei"o*r"t Eht;h iI! the eholt nrn at Leastr will fillc it- haldcr to inpose

l.[ p"ii"i"" ai]d it means testing in pxactice yet again the claigs of tho

;#; Pily leacels. lltrere is no oiher leal choice' Yoie ]'abou! in spite of
Witsonl Voie lElour in sPite of its policies! (ick out ihe Iolies cairy on

the fi.ght: rr

we will leave s"side the suggesticn that the Latoulites wiU find it ihar'ler to
impose Tory loliciesr'. They do not intencl to impose &If, policies, but they
riit inposl iulirl( class pcliciesi anil because ru11ng iiass policies irposed by
ttre ',aortersil6-liff ale less obvious tban ruli!8 class policies inposed by

the lloriesr they may even have sliahtly nore cba.nce of succeeding. fiere, Dot
f.r the first time :n their history' the IS confuse a political party with an
econonic class, in this ca.se the lory party is substitutec fo! the capltalist
c1ass.

Of nore significance therl this is what they have to sey about teBtirls in Practice
ihe clafurs of the l,atou! leaders. Bhls 19 the tra.litional Trotskytst
justificatiol for votirkj labouxr voting Labour to expose 1ebouxr votin6 ],aboul
to expose Labour leaders. ltris o! corrse is a pa.rody of the losition I,enin
tr]ut forcrald iD 1920. It i{jnores the fact that the riost lolitica}ly coltscious
wor:kels have now beetl iaudli by successive Labour govelaulel1ts to lut 1ittle
faith in such 8lveralnreats as the ilefenrlexs of the workers I intelest. Post-wa!
enle?ience sugg€ots to ns.r}Jr workero that, iud8e(: by econonic critelle alone'
Tory govelDnents haye beeE able to delive! hlgher liying st$:aras to sections
of the rorking class than havo I,about. The justification fo! voting l,abour has
alisalpeared arnong these wolkers, especj.ally after larba-ra CasiLers iIn Place 0f
Stlifer of 1969, a$d the fal.l i.n living staJ!.lalds tur the 1965-?0 petioC. Ihe
nemories of these {orkels is not that short.

The lesson tc te Crarn from the pelioa ls er€ctly the oplosite to the one that
fS draws. lhc lesson is: ihat a lalour 8:oveBr$eDt, because it is suplroeeal to
be the goverurent of the wolkets I o!!n la.rty, has a rlrch }etter chance tha.n have
the Tories of aetting ahay with a.ltti-rsorking c1as6 ]Ieasures. In 1970 the
healthy anti-Labour oentir!€nts ol ihe trades unionists who had lesisteal tln
Place 0f Strlfe, 1ed to the r.etu:m of the Iories. Iabour, collinE into power
after a period of Tory confrcntation with the unions, nay find it that 6uch
easie!, not harder, to irlpose policies in the interesta of the firIin8 c1ass,
glven the 1evel of cotrsciousness of tlle &ajority of the wotking: c1ass. BUT If
1S TEE }4:IIIIANT ITNORITY OT TEE WORI{INC CIASS TIIIOSE CONSCIOUSIGSS IS N'1PORTANT

AN} TO I|IIICE 15 I]iD [T{E IESf,' O}' TIB I,'FI SIIOIJ],N 3T A}DRESSING 'ISI{SE],VES. UNfESA
this ninor.ity is first broughi to adopt a colnl[unist coneciousness, thele is no
prospect of it spreaaling to wider sections. 1S mistakeo, however, the
consciousness of the avera€e worker, who will vote li,bour anyvay (the wolkers
Is does not iDfluence in any case), for the consciousDess of the leadling
sections of the worLing cldss. It is this leadjng section, whose lost faith i-!r
Itrbour IS are now trying ijr effect to xestore. fhe slogaD that the IS ad.dresses
to these left vr'i-ng ttaales uniorists is therefore contenptuous of their cuEent
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politicaL conseioueness and antagorristic to its further de1.clopicllt. These
flor4kels, rrho are ledl by their traale union activities itrto stluggle anal away
flon social- denocracy, are being directed right back tora"rds it by the fS. OIt
the othe! ha[d, the less po].itica1])r aware najority of rorkers will vote
Iatour in alry case, tut not for the tactical reason that IS advocates. This
lEjcrity will vote laboux because of si$p1istj.c anti-Tor.yisro, aad the belief
that le.bour could not dlo wolse in the present situatioa than the tories hove
ilone ove! the last 4 years.

A thorough er@nina.tion of the l,abour Party econolic lloglatlne wouLd suggest i!
any case ttat the iDstitrct of these voters (ti1e ft1ativoly backicaral eectiole of
workers ) is co8ect j.n votj-lrg for Labou! I s sholt terrn econonic proSress.
Laboulr g, i[ith the help of the TUC leaders run the countf,y withoui the Toties i
confloatatlon, dislultion, and lost lloduction, lhe returar of l,abour does
bling r?ith it the lossibj.lity of a voLmtary incomeg policyr action against
propexty speculators, increasiDg natioDalieatiotlr taxing the rich. llhis is
e).act1y the nood that Tlilson Danaged to ca?tute for the last eLectionr the
rdooil of the average lebour voter. Ia.bou, has ]earBed enough fron lne 1964-1a
experience and the 1970 ilefeat to do exactl-y this. So, even by thr. t..r3rts it
sete itself, the IS advocacy of a trabo! vote is incorrect. I'o! an organisation
such as IS in its present posiiron, its 'theoretical shoricomjngs arld lack of
trenchErt political analysis is epitooised br iis sinple ecoDomist slogan
rrcarq, on the fi8htn.

lltrese wele not the oaly contladictions into whLch the IS Sot thenselves thtough
thelr lvote lF.bourn 1lne. Afte! pointing out that rrla.bour is as mrch coDmitted
to keepilg calitalisDl intact as the Tolies. It riII be forced to taLe the sa]!e

sort oi measrues to deal with cal)italisurs crisis.r' They then follow this u!
by saying n3ut ole thing will hinde! the Labonx loliticj.a s in their efforts
to 

"opy 
iory methoals -- a nassive Labou! vote' !'or such a vote would meajl &

,ele"iion oi the argumeot that workers are to blame for the crisis' It ri1I
oaie rmrctr more difficult al1y atterlptB by a Labou, SDvernnent to shift the
blaee onto uolkers I orgarisations.i This Er6iricEt is so patently ri'Liculoust
such afi affront to any stanalariL of reason or logicr that oAe $ouf'l think tbat
even rnenbers of a no:oriousLy ifiiLiEtine orgEnisation such as 1S rffou1d }e6ln to
doubt the Dental conpetance ;f their leaaler.s. A lrE'ssive I'abour vote is the
absolute preconditioir for the Irabour Palty to be able to initate the Toliea'
Without a big Labour voter L€,bour woulal]ot get " naiority of lPs, vithout which

they carmot iorm a stable governmeDt. Unless they are the Soverrulent ihey
canirot begi[ to coly rory rnethods, rf Ip]our is to €r-et a chance of colyi[g the

tories, a-big l,"t ouNot" is iust what they need. A t'iB I'abo-'r' vote would'
,or"o.,"", be talen t:y llifson anal conpaoy as a naB'Late, as a ploof that they had

itr" ,"or1ilu"r1"" of ti;e Nationi behina then. With this Cl-ear ltandate ' they
rroula feel iustified in ta.Lixg any neasules tilat they sat t-o be^"in the rNational

lnterestr. Anal flom their paBt rlcord it does not' take ruch effort to ilna8"ine

ifl"t tir"y *o,tIa tniri. ,u," iit th" National Interesta attacks on the worki!8 class'
to ""y ti"t one thing {ifI hinder the l,abour ?ariv in its attenpt to iDiiate
inu r!ri"r, Zia--tnerl say the one thing is a vote fo! the l'abour Palty is the

epitome of'misleadershii. lilhat will jn fact hinde! the Labourites in their
aitenpts to attack the iorkiig class is the sa,le thjng that hindered the

tories in thei! aitempts to inpose the Industrial Refations Act: gl-!!gl;lg
class stl1]aale.

liot content tc call on their supporters to vote l,abourt IS Save Wilson a few

tips on how to vin the election. He shoulal, they said, tal.e u! the Eory
challenge and fight the electiol! on cleax cfass ]ines' Apparent]y sitDe 7q6

of the population a1'e, acco?'ling to IS, working cl_asst this woul_d ensule a

t at,oor viitory, This assertion is nothing but l,ure vol'unta''ism' 15 do not
specify just ,ir"t ?ON of the population being 1',orking class means ' But however

ttrey a;rivea at this larticula: statistical' artifaci' it is of no use for
pr"di"tir'rg election resulis. At the riost it nears tl1at 7Ct( of the population
ielong to certain occupational categoriesi but, sinc€ wheu has this been an
adequate indieator of votirrg behaviolr?
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nven if 7C% of the population belong to fanilies of tra8e earners' it by rlo mea:rls
fouows that they are alf econoirically llofetariars' (for sone are unproaluctive
vage lebourers, e.g. lrorkers in co@lerce o! bar*ing) r sti1I less does it fcl1ow
tlat they thturk of therrselves' o! act politica11y, as neobers of the working
class. In a capitalist society, urii]<e feualal or slave society' inaliviaiuals
a?e not rofficiallyr asslgtled nenbership of aoy particula! cl-ass. Sl"aves were
leco8lliseal as slaves by the la1rs of slave socieiyi their 1egal status wae
quite ilifferent fron that of thoir naste?s. llhey were thin€E nct deo in the
eyes of tbe Lan. Simi1a.r1y, feudal 1aw atrtl custom bound the self to the larld
arrd to his 1ord. I{is class position ltas cLear}y desalcaieal. 3ut calitalist
1aw tleats the flage slave as the equal of his naste!. the enployee is sutolalin-
ated to the capitallst not by the laws of the 6tate, but by the Laws of econonics.
He is a wage labourer bocause af1 that he has to se11 is his labour. pooer' In
capital.ist eco4onics, sorkels do not appear as lDerabers of a subjeci cfasat but
just as the se11e!s of e laiticula, colllaod.ity -- labour, As the se11er of a
comnodity he 1s the equsl ol any othe! corunoaity sel1er.

Capitalist political and 1ega1 icleolog'y teflect conmodity production in that
they treat people as fomaLly equals. fhey 6ive ?ise to notions of people as
free inaliyialuals, citizens equal before the Iaw, electorsr each of whose votes
carfy the satne eigbt. fhis ldeol-og]r is not olrly promoted by the mass mediat
but like any ideolosr has some basis in social practice which tends to lenal it
credence. lleath too has only one vote; ?oulson rhen discovereal ldust suffe!
the fu11 seyerity ot the rLar!' anal ' of course, his fate is rle11 grblicised'
this equality befole the 1a!, has itE consequences. As a result, in a bouirgeois
society leople are individualiseal, atomiseal aad separated from one anothe!.
Soclety appears as a Drass of co[flicting private interests. opposed to this'
only the state and the nufe of Iaw appealr to sta.od i.Dalependentr above prj.vate
contestatj.on, acting as nputlal r€feree between j.nierest 8!oups. The bourgeois
alenocratic state, which is in fact a foml of capital.ist dictatoxship, cart in
this iray be tnacle to ap?ear as the representative of the General fiIi11 of the
people, ir1 oppositioD to selfish lrivaie intelests. Its status as ihe
reFesentatlve of the public jnterest is periodically confir.ied by elections
in which the various poLitical partiesr as the rep?esentatives of the vaLious
sectols of th(r rlublic olini.onr r compete. The winning pa"ty becones the
goverEnent, guardia.o of the gen..r!e.1 interest anal of natior.al unity: the
bourgeois dictatolship has been fegitirised 'by its rraleDoc?aticrr plocess.

Capita.list political aBd 1ega1 ideologf arose on th€ social basis of codnoaiity
p:roductio!, oI} the basis of contlacts between priYate producers. With the
doninarce of cooDoality ploaluction ove! the lrho1e of society, a state stnrctu!'e
ariseo rhich is suppor"teal by, and in its tu1Yl sul1)orts' that ideology, the
xesult of which is to generalise the outlook of the connoality producer.
Cal}italist 1aw ancl lepreseutative alenrocracy tepds to give everybody the outlook
of bourgeois individualism.

It only tepds to do thist it does not aIl{ays succeeal. The fol]ralities of
capitalist 1aw are confronteal by the reafities of the class stxug81e. In their
stnrggles the working class ale]relop values of utualityr eolidarity a.nd

collectivism in opposition to the individualism and egpisa of the bourgEoisie.
But the capitalist class sti1l has great aalve.ntages: it has on its side all the
dead seight of historical inertia -- the dead reiSht of custonarXr beliefs and
acts going back into feualalisn (e.€i. reslect forc nrad<n); especially p?onounceal
in }Iltain where the bourgeois r:evolution was fought out in the superstructure
in netalhysical (religious) and not e4)licitfy political ternsi nrhere it \ras
ilot fought out to the logical conclusion of the bourgeois lepub]ic, but where
traditioraL anal new ruling claEs saw thatr in fact' each rflas better off witht
rathel thar withoui, the other' and so fusedl into a rmited class, which could
te both dJmamic anal stable,

Not only the laws artd official state iastitutions' but aLso capitalist forms
of personal elcisterce such as the institutior]s of the fan[Iy, a-nd private life
in 8eneral, generate their oyn branai of individualise: consunerisn. the


