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INTRODUCTION -

The past two years have marked a turning peint in the international class struggle.
The final defeat of US imperialism in Indochina and the collapse of Portuguese
colonialism in Africe have marked the exhaustion of the revolutionary national
liberation movements, whilst the events in Portugal have marked the raawakening

of the proletarian communist revolution.

According to the Marxist dialectical conception, the essence of counter-revolution
consists in the propagation in a new situation of the slogans of a past revelution-
ary pericd, In the period of proletarian revolution the greatest countersrsvol-
utionary denger comes to be presented by the pariies of revolutionary democracy.
Thig fundamental principal of communism, leid down by Marx in 1850, is amply
illustrated by recent events, Five decades of counter revolution in Burope,

during which the only politically progressive force in the world situation has
seemed to be the democratic and nationalist wmovements of Asia and Africa, has
given a little lustre to the slogans of revolutionary demccracy. This has allowed
various'compunist' and populist parties to bask in reflected glory and retain

at least a threadbare progressive mantle. But a ysar of revolutionary development
in Portugal has exposed such nationalist and democratic illusions,

The fundemental doctrines of revolutionary communism are being verified once again.
Against 81l the revisicnist theories of'advanced democracy', 'pecples democracy'

or 'socitlist demccracy' , it is being revealed that the proleiarian revolution
takes the form of a revolution agzainst democracy, for the estiablishment of the
undivided dictatorial rule of the working class. The Socialist Farty, the party

of revoluticnary demccracy and representing the small and middle bourgecisie, has
become the front behind which the forces of international capital and the Port-
uguese exploiters mobilise to attack the proletarians,

In opposition to the bourgeois rights of universal suffrage it becomes clear once
more that proletarian political power must rest upon exclusive organs of the
proletarian class : the soviets or revolutionary workers councils.

Against the petit bourgeois pacifism pedaled by the modern revisionists, with
their talk of 'peecefull transitions', the Portuguese revolution has shown that
the millitary question is at the heart of political power, and that without

a workers army the workers have nothing. Bach turning point in the revclution,
each shift in political power from one class {raction to another has been

' dependent upon a test of millitary strength: 2% April, 28 September, 11 March.

on this point, a certain lack of clarity may still have persistéd this April

to judge from one of the documents that we publish here, where it is not clear
whether what is called for is the general arming of the proletariat or, on

the other hand, a reforming of the existing bourgeois armed forces . (se= docu=
ment no 1, introduction j.

In opvosition to the romantic slogans on 'national libersetion' raised by populist
elemerts within and without the AFM, and calls for a'battle for production’

in the interests of the national economy it hags become clear that these are nothing
other than an attempt to restabilise Portuguese capitalism,

In oppositian to the democratic petty bourgeoisie who wish to consolidate the

revolution and achieve a 'democratic self managing socialism',(within which

by some strange coincidence wage labour and privatie property are to survive),

it becomes clear to revolutionary prcéletarians in Portugal thats
it is our interest and our task to make the revolution permanent until all the
more or less propertied classes have been driven from their ruling positions,
until the proletariat has conquered state power and until the asscciation of
proletarians has progressed sufficiently far - not only in one country but
in all of the leading countries of the world - that competition between the
proletarians of these couniries ceases and the decigive forcez of production

are concentrated in the hands of the workers, (Mzrx, Adaress of the gentral
; Committee 1850 )
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THE THEYTS

If wse proleteriat is to rule 1% .uict assert jtself as an independent class,
acting in its own interesis. To achieve i1us pistoric goals, the dictatorship of
the rroletariet and communism, it must be united by ccmpination and guided by
knowledge; by knowledge of scientific socialism, and by knowledge of the historic
and international experience of the class war,

It is the policy of the Communist (rganisalion t0 attempt to fulfil this requirement
to the best of its ability: a)by struggling to undertake and propagate cocncrete
analyses of the economic political and ideclogical conditions of the class war,

the results of which are published in our journal yproletariant, 2nd in the
'Proletarian Pamphlets'; b)by publishing historical reprints that restore io the
proletariat in Britain its patrimony; c)by making available translations of
documents of the international proletarian siruggle such as those contained in

this pamphlet.

There are two texts included in this panphlet: firet the documenis of the first
Congress for Revolutionary Councils of Worxers and Soléiers, heid the 19th and

20th of April 1975 in Lisbon; second, tne manifeste of the pfroletariat Revolutionary
Party — Revolutionary Erigades , which thougn issued on the occasion of the
elections to the constituant assembly is not an election manifesto but an anti
_election manifesto,

The bourgeois press has given wnat by its standards iz a comprenensive covera:st
of recent Poriuguese events, they have hung on the every word of the HercaZ of
Portuguese democracy such &g liario So#res and given us thumbnail sketclhes of the
'personalities behind the events'. puil with typical bourgeois idiocy trey remein
blind to the events behiod the personalities, s¢ ihat when the proletarian mastes
of Portugal begin to crganise themselves as a political force independsnt of tae
bourgeois parties their first congress could pass unreported, For us however i
is not an event thati can be allowed to pass unnoticed, For us any genuine masy
construction of workers councils/commiseions/soviets is of central importance.
Qur strategic advocacy centres around the neec¢ for the emergernce of & true
Marxist Leninist Gommunist Party able to give programuatic guidance to the
workers councils as and when they appear. We adopted ihis position,(and with it
the advocacy of industrial unionism to promote class economic unity) from
appreciation of the historical reality that wherever the working class is in
deep crisis - offensive or defensive - the inevitable and spontaneous form cf
this developing selfi awareness and autonomous action i= always the workers
council.

without the mass catalysing and organising nodes of the councils no real social
revolution car. teke place. but the very spontaneity of the conciliar movemeni is
but the groundewell within which the scientific guidance of the party leads the
proletariat towards seizing siate power for the effecting of its dictatorship.

our knowledge is not yet sufficient to say how far this view of the dialectieal
interaction beiween council and party is shared by the FRF. Their practice aa
evinced by these Qocuments seem to indicate that it is, but in tre texts
themselves, thia iv nowhere made expllcii. On the contrary, item 3 of the concl-
usions in the document of the Revoiutionary Councils, which we presuvnme to have
been drafted under PRY influence, can be vead as a ceving in before the sheer
spontanecus upsurge; "The exisience of too many pelitical groups within the class
and their internecine fignhting and attempts tc control the class's autonomous
organisations creates a division of the class and a general feeling of frustration
with regard to political parties and the glass's conseguent need to create unitary
organisations for the exercise ol political power in the workplace, residential area
and barracks.,"

This may just be a call for the principled unity of revolutionary organisations in



2 real Comwuuier reriy {ie deliniiely not the PCP). It also, correctly, may

be an atteupt to make clear to the 'parties' the cualitative distinction betwesn

council and party - that the former is the mass mobilising organ, wherees the
latter is the compact organisation of vanguard commmnist clements only. A
dialectical relation uniie= and polarises theess quaiitzrively distinet entities
(it is not a matter of the numbers that c..l: embracas, but of the Jdegree of
conciousness and discipline obtained). The attoupt to reduce one to the other
will abort any potentially socialist revolution, and the outcome will be some
kind of bourgeois revolution/counter-revolucion.

It may lastly be the case that the PRP has conflated the role of party with ithat

of the council, or at this stage they may just be learning from the revolutionary

initiative of the masses which they ( correctly) do not want to stifle. We
obviouely hope that such revolutionary modesty is their standpoint and not sheex

concilier spontaneism. Only time will clarify their effective position, and nov
much time either.

C0B! PUBLICATIONS:
PROLETARIAN JOURNAL

1. Programmetic documenis. 3 15p
2. Inflation, class struggle and scientific comnurism. §5p
3, Towards the communist programue. 35p

PROLETARIAN PAMPELETS

1. Communism, the Labour Party and the Left. : 15p
2. The crisis of British Capital: its causes and consequences.30p

PROLETARIAN BOUKS
1. The statet its origin and function, william Paul. £1.25

en ordering literature add 25 for post and packaginge.
gﬁeqnea anggﬁoatal orders should be.made payable to COBI.
All literature evailable from our meiling address:
' Je Maisels
3/8 May Court
Edinburgh EH4 4SD
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REVOLUFIONATY COUNCILS of
Viorkars, Soldiers and Sailors

The econocmic situation is one of grave crisis whose principal characteristics ;
are unemployment ond inflaticn. This crisis is not just part of the wo?ld crisis
of capitalism; it is very dszply rooted in the particular characzerist%cs of
Portugese capitalism, which developed under the cover of a fascist regime almost
totally dependant upon other countries. Increasing numbers of companieg are
going bankrupt, the investments which could creale new jobs are not being made,
inflation is not stopping, the balance of payments deficit is getting bigger and
bleeding our reserves, ihe situation in the countryside is very serious and agri-
eultural production is completely incapable of meeting our food needs.

icti involved, the ragsolution of this ecrisis is only
pecause of the big contradictions involved, i e WA

{thi itali tem under ai litica.
ossible within the cepitalist system under a repressive pol 1
gresent political situation this gignifies a Treturn to fascist political reform.

gtability cannot be achieved under bourgeois democTacy.

In the absence of & radical solution the sitvaticn will inevitably bgq?me WOTrSe,
with growing dependence on overseas shilst working class living conditions
deteriorate markedly with resulting serious political conseguences.

The economic contradictions can be resclved only under socialism, ?ith working
class in power, never under the anarchy of capitalist production y%th Yhe bou?g-
eoisie in control and maintaining all of its privileges and demanding increasing
sacrifices from the working class.

Recause of the factors which make socialist revolution possible the Portugese
situation is becoming a major headache for imperialism on & world scale.

Imperialism is no longer interested in econcmic expleitation of portugal, but in
its strategic position, since it knows that a change here would bring nearer a
change in Spain and a profound reversal in Burope, where france and Italy have
revolutionary movements. That is woy we pelieve there is a real danger not only
of imperialism supporting internal resction, but also of en imperialist interven-—
tion through its military wing NATO. And, faced by suuh an intervention the sole
possibility of resistance lies in a whole people armed and mobilised to defend
what is ours.

The main feature of the present political situation is the existence of big internal
struggles determined by the interests of mitually antagonistic classes.

within the Armed Forces there are reactionary men and progressive men, just as
there are within the MFa. The plots hatched by the reactionaries after april 25
jnvolved the backing and participation of some of the most reactionary men in

ihe Armed Forces who, quite logically , were defenuing the interests of the class
to which they belonged -- the bourgeoisie. As long as tne present structure of the
srmed Forces holds good they will always contain an element of support for
reaction and imperialism which will make use of them for the unleashing of countker
revolutionary coups.

The development of the revolutiocnary process must inevitably involve a radical
change in the present military strucitures, transforming them into.a popular force
at the service of the Socialist Revolution.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. It is obviously impossible for the Jjust aspirations of the working class to be
satisfied under the capitalist mode of production, and the same applies to the
form of state capitalism, which is what some people are calling for and which
doesn't even constitute a viable aliermative and would rapidly dsgenerate

into a repressive regime, ;

2. The reactionaries's constant threats and rumcurs, arising from the most varied
sources; the failure to meke a clean swesp of PIDE men, money-grubbers and :
legionaries, the boasses' lackeys and other reactionary agenis, from the barracks
and work-places,” creates within the class a feeling of defencelessness and the
need for the class to organise so0 as to move onto the ofiensive.

3. No matter what the result of the elections, they will not solve the classt's basic
provlems.

4. The existence of too many political groups within the class and their inter-
necine fighting and attenpis to control the class's autonomous organisations
creates a division of the class and a general feeling of frustration with political
parties: and of the class's consequent need to create unitary organisms for the
exercise of political .ower in the workplace, residential area and barracks.

5. The organisation with which power is to be won and exercised must be constituted
by organs which are elected by ana arise from the class in its work centires,
residential areas and barracks.

6., In the present situation there is an urient need for the creation of revolutionary
councils as the only means by which the proletariat can take power.

7. THE NEED FOR THE PHROLETARIAT TO TAKE POWER IS URGENT

On April 20, 1975, the Congress approved a motion containing the folloiiqg pointsg

1. Constitution of a 50 member Secretariat for the Revolutionary Councils of
wWorkers , Scldiers and Szilors.

2. Congress elected the following elements:

11 engineering workers; 1 electronics worker; 1 cutter; 1. office warkerg 1 teacher;
1 hotel trades employee; 1 printing worker; 1 unemployed person; 11 military
personnel (privates and officers).

3, Besides the above the following will make up the secretarigtf 2 ]
2 delesgates from the North; 1 for Viano do Castelo; 2 for uarirha Grandej 1 for
Covilhas 2 for Alentejo ana Algarve.

4. Parties and workers movements, the left of the Socialist pa?ty i?clu?ea, are e
invited to send a delegate to represent them on the provisional National Secretariat.

rincipal tasks of this Searetariat will be:: .-
zfePgomotigi of the election of keveclutionary Councils at gener%l asgemblies.
The linking of these new councils to the secreta:iat thrqygh de;egatgs.
rropaganda for the Revolutionary Councils of workers, Solaiers and §?}1ozs;‘ )
The publishing of several of the congress's documents to corresponding bodles,
whether party political or not.
The finding of a suitable headquarggrs. et e

. i eriodical meetings to discuss and excnang : . g

;neﬂziizgfizhment of a stable National Congress of the Revolutionary Councils

of workers, Soldiers and Sailors.
ALL DECISIONS TO BE APPROVED BY WAJORITY
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PLATFORM OF OBJECTIVES : approved by the Longress for

Revolutionary Councils

TURFEAS

1. After march 11 it was proved that there was liitle or no class organisation

to reply to a likely reacticna™y coup. T4 having been verified that after February 7
the workers commissions, restrictions having been placed on their economic Powers,
faced an i : o - i :

2 égnsidegggz?zﬁe existence of the spectre of unemployment hanging over the

workers and restraining their claims end conaidering that this enables the reform-

jats to control some factories. -

3, Considering that the reformists have taken control of some military and civic

gtructures and they will be able to iniroduce reforms which at most wxllbanable

the situation to be stabilised in the short term though never in the npedium OT

long term. 3

4. Considering that the military power ig divided into three facticns: right,

left and undecided. :

5, whereas there exisis a true political power ghich is in the hands of military

personnel of the most varied political tendencies, ranging from the left to &

right wing which could be reinforced by the "don't knows" of which large numbers

exist in the armed forces.

7. Whereas imperialism is not prepared to lose the mtrategic site ocoupied by our

ccuntry, nor to countenance the infiuence which the revoiutionary process could

have in the West Buropean couniries where the proletariat is more politically

advanced.

8, Whereas the confrontation with imperialism necessitates the armed organisation
of the class.

9, whereas the organisation of the class arises from auionomous forms through

unitary commissions elected at the base, within the class.

10, Whereas the Revolutionary Councils are neither opposed to nor a substitute for

the workers' commiseions, which have an ecenomic role, and the revolutionary

Councils are & more directly political form for ihe seizure of power, they

. propose:

=~ IMMEDIATE TARGETS

1.Enlightenment of revolutionary militents among the workers and armed forces, as
to the economic and military situation of our couniry. '
2, Immediate election of Revolutionary Councils in all work places,uilitary units,
and residential areas.

3. Strengthening of links between revolutionary workers and soldiers.

II-- OBJECTIVES OF THE REVOLUTICNARY COUNCILS

1. The urgent organisation and arming of the class so it can crush any reactionary
coup, whether launched from inside or cutwith the country, and organisation for the
class's seizure and exercise of power.

2. The formation of a truely revolutionary army of the proletariati. ’

%, At the present stage asccount must be taken of the existence of severazl parties
within which working class militants organise. The Revolutionary Workers Councils
could begin to be the embryo of the true Revolutionary Party which would be the
class's vanguard in the consiruction of socialism.

4. To take on step by step, the control of the administration, management and
direction of the factories and rural work centres, and tne command of military
units. Every revolutionary council has %o define the concrete objectives in its
ares. 2

5. The objectives of the Rrevolutionary Councils, once in power must be:

1. Socialist planning of the economy as opposed to self-management and to gtate
capitalism,
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2. The Gultursl Hovolution,

3. A full social plan for the profound alteration of the cconcile, political and
social structures, for the construction of the commmnist society through the
dictatorship of the proletariat,

'MANIFESTO of the PRP(BR)

INSTABILITY OF POLITICAL POWER

The days of the decisjive confrontation of the bourgeoisie and proletariat are
approaching., The PRP-ER have a name and a face for it -- insurrection.

The power of the bourgeoisie is baiqg'put to the test in the factories, the
countryside, the streets, every mimuve. And invariably viclence is seen as the -
means to be used by either side:—- on the one hand viclence is seen as &

necessary means by which the proletariat can gain power; for others viclence ia

a means of oppression for keeping economic power in the hands of the bourgeoisie
and for consolidating and toughening political power. This is because the political
situation in Portugal is extremely unstable and has been for scme time though it
has got much worse in the last period.

Given the instability, the economic crisis, the strength and combativity of the
working classes and the revolutiomaries, the bourgeoisie is showing iteelf iscap-
able of realising its class interests.

As a result of the instability we see scissions and the breakoown of politicel
parties, thé hurried forming of new parties to play a specific role in the
electoral field and the reducing of relations among pariies of the ruling
coalition into an increasing clarification of lines and redefinition of positions
in the field of party pelitical formations.

Fear of losing power and ambitions of achieving it on the part of several political
organisations are translated into various political manoeuvres of wnich some polls
and demonstrations carried out or attempted on the question of unions are =2

clear example.

The problem of the unions was scarcely the detonator of the long latent crisis
among the parties of the ruling coalition, Before that there was the growth of
big mitual recriminations, manoceuvring and counter-manoeuvring. in"thies crisis
among the coalition parties the PCP,hae always , stood out because of its rampant
sectarianism and tremendous capacity for manoeuvring, in which it has frequent
recourse to its pawns in the political chess game, the i.DP-CDE, MES and
Intersindical.

On the other hand, the PPD and the PS in fighting the PC do =0 not because they
refuse to accept the dictatorship of cne group ( they would accept the dictatorship
of the fraction or fractions to which they belong), but because of the rabid
anti-communism of which they are an instrument. The liberties and rights to

which these bourgeois parties consiantly refer are the liverties and rights of

the capitalists to continue the exploiiation and oppression of the workers.

The great anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist demonstiration of 7 Pebruary
settled accounts by a major working class and revolutionary victory over the
bourgeoisie and the reformists. The latter tried by a variety of means to block
this autonomous workers demonstration: their tactics ranged from wild slandera
and accusations to a ban decreed by the Civil Governor of Lisbon, But the workers
determination held firm and the demonstration went azhead.

The proletarian discipline of the demonstrators, the absence of repression by
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the military and para-military forces, the obvious sclidarity of workers and
soldiers showed that a new power is being forged, and that the time has come
- for the forming of a revolutionary alternative. -

The presence of workers, revolutionaries and soldiers joined as brothers in the
same anti-capitalist, anti-reformist demonstration, realising in practice %ne

> concrete expression of the necessary conjugation betiween these now indisecluble
forces will go down ir Pertugese history: these were workers, revoluticnary
organisations and revolutionary soldiers and officérs, Purthermore, with the
existence of several powers which in some cases cancel each other out, with &
government which fails to govern we face & situation of political impasse which
cannot last for long. Since the situation of political impasse is of no use to
the bourgecisie it is getiing ready to launch a coup {either a millitary or 3
constitutional one), If the working classes, the revolutionary organisations
and the revolutionary soldiers, sailors and officers fail to organise and join
forces quickly there will be a very serious danger of a return to fascism.

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CRISIS

The instability of political power is closely linked to the profound economic
crisis in the capitalist system in Portugal, which in turn is part of the
general crisis of capitalism on a world scale.

As we did before April 25 we are continuing to state (and it is becoming increasingly
obvious) that the economic, palitical and social crisis racking capitalism in
Portugel was of such a magnitude that there was no hope of the stabilisation of
bourgeois democracy in Portugal. A social-demccratic solution is not possible

because this country is almost totally dependant and withoul resources. -

The crisis which capitalism was undergoing before April 25 has got worse rather
than better. And this despite (one might almost say contrary to ) the intentions
of many of the suthors of April 25, whe wanted to save capitalism and reform ii.

Company closures and rundowns have stepped up in recent months, and many thousands
of workers have been sacked as a result. Imperialism is trying every trick as

are the Portugese capitalists used to decades of certain forms of exploitation

and oppression of the workers, This was to be expected, of course, because they
know that they are losing ground. But not everything is a question of tricks

or economic sabotage as some call it, seemingly unawere of the laws of the
capitalist system and revealing & complete lack of analysis when faced with the
normal process of concentration and centralisation of capital., Investment capacity
is falling because Portugese and overseas investors do not congider the situation &
to be a favourable one and fear the loss of their profits and investmenis. For

the same reason there has been a major flight of investment ic overseas markets
and companies are short of credits. Capital goes wherever it bears fruit -~ this
is the law of capitalist society.

Internal production of foodstuffs ie increasingly insufficient to meet the needs
of the population; instead reliance has to be placed on the world market foxr
certain products which cost us thousands of millions.

There is a marked worsening of the deficit on the balance of paymentis, caused ,
above all by the growth of food imports, by difficulties ercountered in placing
certain Portugese products in the world markets and by the fall in returns from
tourism,

With the end of colomial exploitation the cost of living will get worse , as soae
prices —- of which sugar is the most obvious example --— already indicate. The
sources of cheap raw-materials are at an end as are the obligatory purchases by
the colonies (no matter the quality of Portuguese products). The consequences of



