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London , .!11 L l<>th. 197 3 (WED!':R) -

vll Man;h l.0th this yca 1·, the Hecth goven1-
mcnt r•de a sed it ., Whitt: Papc1· on northern 
lr ~· l .... nd. The Whi:te Paper: "Northern Ire­
land Constitutional Proposals; ' is the latest 
in a whole series of mea.,ures taking the forn1 
oi both iorcc and deception which have been 

carried out by the British imperialists and 
their forerunne,·s to enslave the Irish people 
a:1d to exploit their land and labour over 
Sl•\' t>ral n•nturit•s. Sinc e the recent up-

"' 'rl!• · in t h •· strugg Jp of th •· rwon l•• of t ht• 

north began in 196S the British imperial-
ist:; and their puppet:; have successively ·: sed 

the fasdst RLC <wd '13 ~p<:<.:i<~oh. iu <.:<&'lnp<&igno. 
again:;t the people, introduc<;:d British irrtpcria­
li ;; t mer·ccnarr troops in Aug :.st 1'1-: 'J, intern­
ment in A ··g .. st 1'!71, creat<;:d armed, fascist 
par<.o-military gangs, <.:<&rricd O•Jt so-called 
·sectarian murders', invadl!d whole areas with 
tanks, etc. and <.:«rried 01.t large-scale fas-

. c1st atrocit1es S<iCh as the murder of 13 unarmed 
people in Derry" on Jan:.ary 30th, l'J-Il. All 
these have IJeen designed to suppress and in­
timidate the peoplt!, and have been carried ot-t 
... long with a series of measures including the 
abolition of ' B' Spedals, granting of so-called 
'civil rights', abolition of Stormont, Confer­
ence of Northern Ireland Partie~:~, border poll, 
the 'Green Paper' and now the 'White Paper', 
<til dc:; i~ 11cd to dccdve the people. The isst.-
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ing of the White Paper is an admission by the 
British imperialists that all these measures 
have failed to suppress the struggles of the 
people. The Times admitted this on March 21st 
when its editor'ial stated: "The White Paper giv­
ing constitutional proposals for Northern Ire­
land comes as the fruit of the Government's 
Irish experiences. These experiences , dis­
heartening as they have been, have not ex ­
tinguished hope in the efficacy of reason anrl 
moderation." In other words, despite the 
failure of all their other attempts over the last 
five years, the British imperialists will make 
their second major attempt in the last fifty 
years to reshape northern Ireland in their own 
interests. 

The Heath government issued the White Paper 
amidst frantic clamouring from themselves and 
from the bourgeois press for "moderation", 
"c:areful consideration", "time to consider" etc . , 
in order to suggest to the Irish people that if 
they study it long enough they might find some­
thing in their interests! Yet the constitutional 
changes in the White Paper do nothing to alter 
the colonial status of northern Ireland, nothing 
to alter British imperialism's direct colonial 
rule, but merely change very slightly the form 
of that rule in order to give slightly more po­
wer to certain sections of the lrish bourgeoisie 
(that represented by SDLP) in exchange for 
their support for British imperialism, ~nd set 
out to consolidate even more firmly British 
imperialism's rule. By altering the form of 
the colonial domination, and in particular, by 
the introduction of a 'Northern Ireland Assemb­
ly' (which has no power to legislate over any­
thing important) based on proportional repre­
sentation, the British imperialists are trying 
to institutionalise the divisions they themsel-
ves created among the Irish people - creating 
a permanent 'majority' and 'minority' in the 
Assembly based on religious denomination; 
further, through their 'Council of Ireland', they 
hope to institutionalise the partition of Ireland. 

The White Paper is fundamentally for the pur ­
pose of maintaining British imperialist econ­
omic control of Ireland, and maintaining its 
political and cultural control. The propaganda 
machine of the monopoly capitalists - the bour­
geois press etc. continuously tries to portray 
the issue in northern Ireland as being between 
'minority' and 'majority' representatives,right­
wing and "left-wing" , Protestant and Catholic, 
Unionist andSDLP etc. in order to cover over the 
basic issue of the British imperialists' exploi­
tation and domination of Ireland . They label 
people as progressive or reactionary according 
to arbitrary criteria and heresay and not ac­
cording to whether they stand for or against 
the continued colonial domination of northern 
Ireland the most important question facing 
the people there. With the publication of the 
White Paper and the election of the 'Northern 
Ireland Assembly' all political parties have 

come out to take a stand on these issues and 
have thus clearly revealed where they starid. 
T,!lis has clearly exposed all the bourgeois par­
ties as being for the colonial domination of Ire­
land with a squabble only on detail, e. g. how 
much power for the 'new' Assembly', and has 
shown a clear demarcation between those org­
anis.ttions claiming to be progressive, nation­
alist or communist who in fact are willing to 
negotiate on the terms of the White Paper and 
the 'Northern Ireland Assembly' and those 
genuinely progressive, nationalist and com­
munist organisations who refuse to negotiate 
on the terms of the imperialists and who stand 
clearly against British imperialist exploitation 
and colonial domination. The stand of the various 
parties divided into five main categories-
!) bourgeois parties 
2) social democrat parties 
3) social fascist parties 
4) bourgeois nationalist parties 
5) Proletarian Party 

1. Bourgeois Parties 

Ulster Unionists 

The ~pparently 'monolithic bloc' of the lJmon­
ist Party has totally divided in the face of the 
recent rising upsurge of the people's struggle 
in the north of'lreland. The Unionist Part). 
has split into the "official Unionists" led by 
Faulkner and the uLoyalist Coalitionn, con­
sisting of representatives of Paisley's 
"Democratic Unionist Party", Craig's "Van­
guard Unionist Progressive .Party", the 
"Orange Institution", the "Ulster Loyaliat 
Council" and the "Ulster Con-stitution De­
fence Committe.e~ 

Faulkner's stand is that of the chief sup­
porter of British colopialism in Ireland. 
He has shown himself prepareu to bend over 
backwards to serve British imperialism, 
Because of his totally subservient attitude 
to British imperialism and its represent­
ative Whitelaw, he has had difficulty in 
keeping the support of the right wing of 
his own party. For instance, on the re­
lease of the White Paper, _ Faulkner like 
a true puppet immediately welcomed the 
White Paper as a constructive document, 
but since then has claimed that many things 
in it are "unworkable" and in need of "clar­
ification". More recently, in order to 
placate his own opponents inside the Unionist 
Party he has begun to make more militant 
noises ab~ut refusing to share power with 
anyone who advocates a unih.d Ireland. Yet 
all this is reactionary bluster on Faulkner's 
part because he has shown in practice that 
he is prepared to drop any of his demands 
in order to go along with British imperialism, 
For instance, he has consistently stated 
that the "terms" of the "Official Unionists" 
are that the 'Northern Ireland Assembly' 
must control security but now he is going 



to accept a 'Northern Ireland Assembly' 
with less powers than this . in order to 
keep in with his masters. Further~ore, 
Faulkner has said that he is prepared to 
talk to Cosgrave, the Prime Minister 
of the Irish Republic, which shows that he 
is prepared to collaborate with the neo­
colonial lackeys of the south of Ireland 
against the Irish people, and that the false 
divisions which Faulkner and other agents 
of British imperialism try to foster between 
north and south are purely secondary when 
it comes to defending their class interests 
against the Irish people. 

Democratic Unionist Party and Vanguard 
Unionist Progressive Party 

These two parties led by Paisley and Craig 
respectively are the main components of 
the Loyalist Coalition. Despite the dif­
ferences between them, i.e. that DUP wants 
total integration into the United Kingdom 
with no regional government and that VUPP 
claims to want to break away from the UK 
with a Unilateral Declaration of Independence 
(UDI}. the two have opportunistically united 
in a coalition which claims that its aim 
is to wreck the Assembly. Both parties 
differ from the "Official Unionists" in 
that they are fighting for a better deal 
from their masters the British monopoly 
capitalist class and are prepared to stick 
their necks o.ut in order to g~t this. They 
are looking for support from the most 
fascist sections of the British monopoly 
capitalist class,. -that is, the section repre­
sented by Powell and others, the section 
which traditionally supported the Unionists. 
At this time, that section is in a minority 
and so their support is limited. 

The leaders Paisley and Craig make much 
noise and bluster about their demands to 
Whitelaw, but do not have the power to do 
anything about their demands. Both have 
made loud noises about "wrecking" the 
Assembly, but have now changed this into 
a pathetic call that the Assembly should 
be an "elected conference table" instead 
of an Assembly with powers. The 
parties take openly fascist stands, for 
instance, Craig's call for "blood and thun­
der" to be launched against the Catholic 
population. Craig frequently has fascist 
Enoch Powell on his platform which is 
sufficient in itself to show the fascist 
nature of his platform. Both Paisley and 
Craig claim to be 'workers' and represent­
atives of the "working people of Ulster" and 
are making large scale attempts to win over 
the working class, particularly the Loyalist 
Association of Workers and the U. D. A., 
behind them. . 

Tne Loyalist Coalition, before the release of 
the White Paper, made four demands which it 
said must be satisfied. These were: 1. the to-
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tat defeat of the IRA, 2. rejection of a Council 
of Ireland, 3. increased parliamentary repre­
sentation at Westminster and 4. control of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulkry to be given to the 
'new' Assembly. When these conditions 
were not met, they gave the call to wreck 
the Assembly. One of the obvious reasons 
why the Coalition has failed to win more 
84lpport from even right-wing Unionists is 
because of the totally .idealist nature of the de­
mands put forward J;oy the Coalition. Even the 
British monopoly capitalist class is aware 
that the· total defeat of the IRA is impossible, 
and ·that the "blood and thunder" advocated 
by Craig has only succeeded in accel-
erating the struggle of the people of the 
north. 

Paisley and Craig are fighting for the 
1 preservation of Ulster' in the old style, 
i •. e. with direct colonial rule from Brit­
ish imperialism and with their section 
of the Irish comprador bourgeois class totally 
as the colonial lackeys. Historicaily it 

is this part of the compradors, the pro­
Unioni-st section, which have tried to com­
pletely control the north of Ireland. Now 
that British imperialism is reshuffling 
and expanding its colonial puppet 
regime in the north, the Craig -Paisley 
sections will not be able to monopolise 
power but will have to share it with other 
sections of the bourgeoisie. . •• Official 
Unionists, Alliance, SDLP etc. This is 
not however because British imperialism 
has grown nice and wants to change the 
situation in riorthE!1'""n Ireland but because 
it knows that Stormont was so unpopular 
and so anti-democratic and bigoted that the 
only way to maintain its control was to 
replace the hig~ly unpopular, anti-demo­
cratic and bigotted Stormont with the 'Nor­
thern Ireland Assembly', i.e. make the 
puppet regime more varied . and thus try 
to give the working people the idea that 
the colonial regime has become 'sensible' 
and 'fair' and 'democratic'. Paisley wants 
to remedy the declining influence of the 
sections of the bourgeoisie he represents 
by Ulster being completely integrated with 
Britain, whilst Craig is willing to use the 
threat of UDI and support from other imp­
erialist powers (e. g. U.S. imperialism} 
in order to pressurise the British mono-
poly capitalists into giving him and his 
sections more say. This is the same tac-
tic used by the Unionists earlier this century 
when they were planning to qeclare UDI 
backed with the help of German monopoly 
capitalism if they did not get what they want­

ed from the British monopoly capitalists. In 
the final analysis, with some concessions 
granted from British imperialisriJ they 
admitted that UDI was practically impossible 
for Ulster and gave up. 
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National Front Loyalist 

o'ne candidate stood i.n the'Northern 
Ireland Assembly' election as a supporter 
of the fascist National Front on an openly 
fascist platform which was noticeably sim­
ilar to that of the various 'loyalist' organ­
iations. He called for "strongest possible 
action by the security forces against that 
insane, immoral and treasonable organ­
isation, the Irish Republican Army", "re­
instatement of Stormont", "rearming of 
the RUC and the revival of the B-~pecial 
Constabulary" etc. which are the same as 
the platforms of the loyalists. What is 
also noticeable is the similarity between this 
fascist's demands and the demands of the 
social-fascists. Both offer incentives to 
the workers and claim to act on behalf of 
the workers. For instance, this fascist 
.candidate called for: "full employment", 
"major increases in pensions", "profit 
sharing for workers in industry", "control 
of foreign investment". The National 
Front Loyalist candidate opposed the White 
Paper for the same basic reasons as Craig 
and Paisley and talk of the "degenerate 
Labour Party and Conservative Party" 
which had sold out Ulster unionists. This 
stand is exactly the same as that of Enoch 
Powell and Paisley and Craig and reflects 
the fascist groupings occurring in the 
British monopoly capitalists. 

Alliance Party 

This is a new party which has been floated 
by the British monopoly capita.lists behind 
which they put a large amount of capital 
in order to try and win rapid support for it. 
Its efforts have for a period of time been de­
voted to winning over the professional 
classes, for which attempt it adopted the 
"non-sectarian" platform. Firie Gael, the 
ruling party in the south was prominent in 
doing widescale propaganda for Alliance 
and giving Alliance speakers a platform at 
the Fine Gael Ard Fheis just before the 
election victory this year, which means 
that the comprador bourgeoisie in the south 
has joined the British monopoly capitalist 
class in backing the Alliance. It promotes 
itself as a "new", "people's" party calling 
on the Irish people to "vote for new poli-
tics with the new people''. The monopoly 
capitalists have attempted to float it as a 
middle-of-t~e-road bourgeois party, but 
have won little support for it and had 
difficulty getting it off the ground. 

As a consequence of its backing, Alliance 
immediately came out to welcome the White 
Paper and thank British imperialism, pas­
sing a resolution reading "That this con­
ference welcomes the White Paper proposals 
which can lead to a peaceful, just and demo­
cratic society in Northern' Ireland". It 

further exilosed its stand by claiming: 
"Alliance intends to co-operate with the 
Westminster Parliament to achieve lasting 
peace with justice and new .prosperity in 
•'•Northern Ireland". ~t presented a flimsy 
programme of reforms for its election plat­
form to the Local Government elections in 
May, such as creating "real communities 
instead of mere collections of people", 
campaigning "for more democracy on 
A .rea Boards" and being "constantly avail­
able to all the people in their area". 

The Alliance Party is descended from the 
pro-O'Neill faction of the Unionist Party and 
has received into its ranks several members 
of 'the Unionist Party who are in support of 
O'Neill's policy. Thus it represents the more 
liberal wing of Unionism, i.e. advocating that 
the best way to maintain colonial rule in nor­
thern Ireland is . through answering as many 
of the demands of the people as possible. The 
neccesity for its .creation came out of the 
disintegration of the Unionists in the last few 
years and the control of the party by more 
and more right wing sections of the Unionists, 
i.e. Chfchester-Clarke and Faulkner. The 
Alliance platform is essentially the same as 
the Officia 1 Unionist platform with one or · 
two minor differences but in order to give 
itself the 'new look' it promotee the platform 
of 'community relations 1 , 1m ore local govern-
ment', being a 'Party of the people 1 etc. 

All the northern bourgeois parties present 
as the main issues either "security" or 
housing, jobs etc. All are presenting reform• 
of the imperialist system and obviously none 
of them presents- the issue of the political and 
economic control of Ireland by British impe­
rialism. 

Fine Gael Party 
\ 

This party is the main component in the rul-
ing Fine Gael/Labour Coalition in the south of 
Ireland. It descends from the landed aristo­
cracy in Ireland, is now heavily backed by 
monopoly capital and next to the Unionists has 
always represented the most backward trend in 
Irish politics. At the time of the civil war itwas 
Fine Gael which called for an end to the fight­
ing, supported the treaty with British imper­
ialism to pa1 tition Ireland and then t.urned to sup­
press the Irish workers and peasants who con­
tinued to fight. After losing power, it was 
Fine Gael in the early 30's which gave rise to 
the fascist Bl.ue Shirt movement, and today it 
is Fine Gael along with the Iris}). Labour Party 
which has stepped up its suppression and ha­
rassment of progressive and patriotic · organi­
sations, including the Communist Party of Ire­
land(Marxist-Leninist), and which has . pre­
sented a fascist programme of social reforms 
under the guise of 'nationalisation' etc. Since 
coming to power in Mal"ch it has t.;een heavily 
backed by monopoly capital apd has shown it-

• 



self prepared to support any anti-people, anti­
nationalist and anti-communist gesture. 

Fine Gael is totally in favour of and subser­
vient to British imperialism and came out im­
mediately with support for British imperia­
lism's White Paper, claiming that the Irish 
government saw in the White Paper proposals 
which could help towards a solution. Cosgrave, 
the Fine Gael leader, said that all parties 
should be allowed to take part in the 
elections, welcomed the decision not to have 
a one-party executive and said that new ins­
titutions should be flexible. The Council of 
Ireland, he said, must have seeds of evolution. 
Since then, and particularly on his recent vi­
sit to London he has presented an even more 
subservient stand to Heath. Making a big play 
on the idea of new institutions allowing for 
'growth' ,as if this is a brilliant 'new' idea, he 
presents entirely the same line as Heath in 
a modified form. Despite its sell out nature 
Fine G.ael is forced to adopt a sham 'nation­
alist' position in order to gain any credence 
and at its Ard Fheis a year ago put forward 
as the main slogan "A United Country, A 
United Party". 

Fianna Fail 

The stand of the main opposition party in 
southern Ireland, Fianna Fail, has been vir­
tually identical to that of the governing coa­
lition, Fine Gael/Laboul". This is a clear in­
dication of just hovy. -s-old out the Fianna Fail 
section of th~ Irish compradors is. Fianna 

Fail descends from the national bourgeoisie 
which after the division of Ireland increasingly 
sold out under the leadership of Devalera and · 
Lemass. By the 1960s it had given up all ap­
pearances of being 'nationalist' and become 
totally a comprador party. However, sham na­
tionalism is still the main platform of the Fia­
nna Fail Party. Fianna Fail is most fond of 
making statements in support of the 'minority' 
in the north but known for its 1,1nwillingness to 

. do anything in case it might offend British im­
perialism. 

Lynch's statement was so similar to that of 
Cosgrave that the Irish Times said that it 
"accords almost completely" with that of the 
Fine Gael/Labour coalition. Lynch said that 
the White Paper "contains the basis for a 
move towards reconciliation between the 
Northern communities". He said that the 
White Paper contains a basis for fair repre­
aentation of the "minority" in the Assembly, 
welcomed the Charter of Human Rights pro­
posal and called for the " expansion" of the 
"Irish dimension". The Fianna Fail Party 
consciously spreads confusion on the ques­
tion of the north by spreading theories of 
"two communities" and "reconciliation" 
which promote the same sectarl.an terms of 
referen~e as British imperialism. At parti­
cular times, Fianna Fail promotes a far more 
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militant 'nationalist' line than others in order 
to spread confusion,' 

Fianna Fail and the Fine Gael/ Labour coa­
lition are totally cornprador(i. e. totally de­
pendent on foreign imperialism). They have 
no interest in a united Ireland in which they 
face more competition from othe·r sections of 
the cornprador bourgeoi'sie, and claim to sup­
port it purely in order to gain credibility 
among the people. This however, is why they 
are totally unwilling to take any action what­
see ve r in support of their 'nationalism'. 

The stand taken by Fine Gael and Fianna 
Fail respectively are totally in line with their 
past history and present nature . During this 
century the Irish bourgeoisie has divided into 
various, .camps . . The first and most basic di­
vision was between those who supported the 
union with British imperialism led by Carson 
etc. and those who took up the fight for in­
dependence . During the struggle the section 
later to become the .Blueshirts and later Fine 
Gael called for a halt to the struggle as early 
on as possible and accepted the treaty with 
British imperialism. The third section had 
s orne. inte~e st in continuing the struggle for 
the unity ~nd independence of Ireland but 
took a comprising stand on many issues and 
when they carne to power 'gradually assumed 
the position of comprador bourgeoisie i.e. of 
being willing to sell out Ireland's resources 
to the highest imperialist bidder . Both par­
ties are now entrenched pro-imperialist par­
ties, and desperately hope that the arm.ed 
struggle against colonial domination of the 
north will not spread to similar opposition to 
the neo-colonial regime in the south. 

British Labour Party 

Formed in .the early 1900s as the party re­
presenting the labour aristocracy in the trade 
unions, the Labour Party was promoted by the 
monopoly capitalists as the 'alternative' to the 
Conservative Party at the time of great revo­
lutionary upsurge after World War I. But it 
has never carried out any policy in the inte­
rests of the working people of England or any 
other country, and has increasingly sold out 
to monopoly capital. Today the Labour Party 
is a tool of British monopoly capitalism which 
is totally against the working people. 

When in power the Labour Party has always 
introduced the most fascist policies under the 
guise of 'socialism', policies which the Con­
servative Party would never get away with. 

Thus it was the Labour Party which was res­

ponsible for the imperialist policy of sending 
British imperialist mercenary troops into Ire­
land in 1969. Callaghan is promoted as a 
'friend' of the Irish people because he went 
walking around Belfast in 19'69 talking to people 
whilst behind their backs he was plotting fas­
Clst, anti-people manoeuvres. This is the role 

• 
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of the Labour Party- to carry out the same fas­
cist and imperialist polic~es as the Conserva­
tive Party under the hoax of 'socialism' and 
'democracy'. The interest which the Labour 
Party actually has in 'democracy' is shown by 
their total support for the Heath government's 
policies in Ireland, their total support for the 
White Paper. For example in a speech made 
by Merlyn Rees, the Labour Spo~esman on 
Ireland in the House of Commons, advocating 
thatProvisional Sinn Fein candidates should 
be allowed to contest the elections, Rees did 
not advocate this on the basis that the British 
imperialists were meant to be giving the Irish 
people 'democracy'. Rees knows what a lie 
this is, and so advocated it on the basis t~at 
it would show how strong Sinn Fein's support 
is. "The man with the gun looks big, but at 
the ballot box he reverts to his true size, 1

' 

said Rees. 

Despite the prattling of the revisionists and 
trotskyites that the Labour Party is better than 
the British Tory Party the practice of the La­
bour Party shows it to be a good servant of 
the British monopoly capitalist class .and a 
consistent enemy of the working people. As a 
servant, a representative of the monopoly ca­
pitalists it sfands for the continued colonisa­
tion and nee-colonisation of Ireland knowing 
that without the free access to labour, re­
sources and markets in Ireland, British mono­
poly capitalism will be even more in trouble 
at home. According to the revisionist 'Com­
munist' Party of Ireland if the people vote in 
the British Labour Party in England and the 
NILP or the SDLP in northern Ireland and 
the Southern Irish Labour Party in the south 
of Ireland the problems of the working people 
will be solved and the three 'Labour' parties 
will agree peacefully to reunification of Ire­
land, independence for Ireland and will volun­
tarily liquidate themselves in favour of a so­
cialist state. The trotskyites of various hues 
and colours advocate something similar by 
suggesting that people should 'move 
the Labour Party to the left' and thus bring 
in 'socialism'. Clearly these revisionists and 
trotskyites are going against the facts of his­
tory by suggesting that the Labour Party is 
today a party of the working class and that a 
peaceful solution to the problem of the nation­
al subjugiltion of the Irish people and the class 
subjugation of the working people of Ireland 
and England could be obtained from Harold 
Wilson aQd the Labour Party. 

Z. Social-Democratic Parties 

Irish Labour Party 

The Irish Labour Party of the south of Ire­
land which is at present participating in the 
coalition government with Fine Gael has ne­
ver supported the national struggle in Ireland 
and· instead advocates its support for 'labour' 
in the abstract. In the 19Z0s the Irish Labour 

Party took the treacherous stand that the ci-
vH war was irrelevant to the working class. 
Yet to date they arrogantly claim they are the 
descendants of Jame s • Connolly who advocated 
the correct principle that the working class 
must participate in and lead the national stru­
ggle, organise separately but also at times unite 
with other forces. The Labour Party today 
is rabidly inviting more imperialist exploita­
tion of Ireland whilst at the same time support­
ing the fascist programme of reforms of the 
coalition government. The Labour Party i ·s ex­
tremely vocal also in advocating suppression 
of 'terrorists'. The Labour Party's spokesman 
on Foreign Affairs is Conor Cruise 0' Brien 
who is so determined to lick the boots of B ri­
tish imperialism and oppose the people that 
he has written a book backing the notoriously 
fascist "Two Nations" theory. Not surprisingly, 
the stand of the Irish Labour Party has been 
one of total support for British imperialism 1 s 
White Paper. The Labour Party gave a joint 
statement with Fine Gael and specifically 
pointed out that there were no divisions be­
tween the two parties over the White Paper. 

Soci.:!:l Democratic and Labour Party 

The formation of the SDLP signalled for the 
first time the joining together of the fragment-
ed opposition to the Unionists into one party. 
SDLP represents the last hope for British im­
perialism to · dupe the nationalist and progres­
sive sections of the people in the north into 
supporting a programme of total subservience 
to British imperialism. SDLP represents that 
section of the bourgeoisie which has been given 
more power due tcrthe changes embodied in the White 
Paper and therefore its stand has been to support 
the White Paper, claiming that "ReJection of 
the White Paper, in England or Northern Ire­
land would mean continuation of the violence, 

bloodshed, heartbreak and despair" {Fitt, 
leader of SDLP). The SDLP has far some 
time been calling for British imperialism 
to grant an Assembly elected ~y proportional 
representation and a 'Bill of ·Rights' and so 
welcomed the inclusion of these reforms in 
the White Paper. However, they expressed 
their "reservations" and "disappo.intments" 
at some details including retention of intern­
ment, too small 'Irish Dimension', too 
small 'economic dimension'. This is a 
typical procedure followed by Social Demo­
crats everywhere in order to pacify and 
confuse the people. They present a totally 
subservient platform of reforms which they 
request from the imperialists, and when 
they are granted they claim that they actual­
ly wanted a bit more than that. Thu·~. they 
totally distort the nature of imperialism, sug­
gesting it to be some benevolent force which 
grants reforms to the people and. never do 
they point out that British imperialism is 
the principal enemy of the Irish people and 



that without overthrowing it no progress 
can be made. The social democrats use 
their sham 'opposition', i.e. their "reser­
vations" and '"disappointments" in order to 
pretend that the.y really oppose British im­
perialism because without taking that stand 
they would rapidly lose all cr~dence among 
the p~ople. 

At eveq stage since the up surge of the 
people's struggle began i'n 196il, the SDLP 
has come forward to mislead the people 
and ask them to have faith in British im­
perialism. When the British imperia~ist~ 
wanted to disguise the one-party bourge01s 
dictatorship then SDLP was created as the 
"opposition" party to play this role. When 
the people wanted to fight against the attacks 
of the British imperialists, then SDLP told 
the people to wage peaceful sit-down strikes 
etc, Aft'er internment was brought in in 
August 1971, SDLP was forced by public 
opinion to refuse to talk to British imperial­
ism, but in fact carried on secret talks be­
hind closed doors with representatives of 
both bourgeois parties in Eng~and. They 
withdrew from Stormont because of intern­
ment but are now returning to the 'Northern 
heland Assembly~ despite the fact that in­
ternment still exists. The SDLP is not in 
fact opposed to British imperialism at all. 
Their sham opposition to some details is 
purely in order to dupe the people and pre­
tend to give them leader ship. 

Northern Ireiand Labour Party 

The NILP has betrayed the working people 
in the north for many years primarily by its 
t;etrayals in the trade union movement where 
it has a large influence. The British imper­
ialists have used the counter-revolutionary 
tactic of using sectarianism to divide the 
people on a national basis and the social 
democrats in the trade union movement to 
confuse the people on class questions. The 
NILP is totally in favour of British imperial­
ism and welcomed the White Paper, saying 
that the "measures against discrimination" 
were of "greatest importance". Thus the 
NILP perniciously supports British imper­
ialism' s attempt to institutionalise sec;:tarian­
i:sm by welcoming proposals against sect­
arianism~ The NILP has increasingly lo&t 
support during the recent upsurge of the 
people 1 s struggle because from the beginn­
ing i t took the counter -revolutionar y stand 
of opposing the people's struggles as adven­
turist and unnec essary. 

3. Social-Fascist Parties 

"Communist" Party of Ireland and "Commun­
ist" Pa rty of Great Britain 

The rev.isionist parties in Britain and Ireland 
present a similar social fascist position. 
Both pr~sent a generall y cqr rec t analysis 
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of the problem i,n · Ireland, but then use 
that to di~ide the people. They present 
British imperialism as the cause of the 
problem,. but when they ,sall on the people 
to fight against it, that fight is merely a 
f1ght to beg various reforms f-rom British 
imperialism instead of uniting the people 
in a programme to drive British imperial­
ism out of Ireland totally. For example, 
the revisionists say that: "British Com­
munist~, in common with others opposed 
to imperialism and colonialism, have al-
ways demanded the withdrawal of British 
troops from colonies ... But this should 
not lead a'nyone to ignore the special fea-
tures of Northern Ireland. 11 (Our emphasis -

WEDNR). The '.'special featu~es." of nor-
thE!rn Ireland according to the revisionists, 
are the 1 sectarian' people, and b·ecause of 
this it is not correct to call for British 
imperialist troops to get out of Ireland 
right away or to .organise to drive them 
out. The revisionists totally distor! the 
nature of British imperialism and suggef,lt , 
the same as the British imperialists, i.e. 
that the troops are 'keeping the two sides apart'. 
Thus a leading Irish revisionist Edwina Stewart 
writes that; "We need a change in the role of the 
British Army; they must be returned to barracks 
at once, and only used to prevent sectarian out­
breaks". Thus,despite their theoretical acknow­
legement that British hnperialism is the cause 
o!, the problem, the revisionists pe·rniciously 
promote the saine line as British imperialism 
when it comes to giving the people leadership. 
The revisionists also distort the nature of Brit-
ish imperialism by.~~esting that imperialism 
can be equated with "the Tories''. Thus, they sug­
gest that if the Labour Parties are retu7ned to po­
wer in England ,and in north and south of Ireland, 
then a friendly solution will em'erge. Do the re­
visionists think that the English w.orkin& c,lass 
and the Irish people have forgotten that it was 
the Labo.ur Party which first launched British 
imp~rialist troops against the Irish people ·? 

The revisionists further distort the nature of 
the 'n~w' 'Northern Ireland Assembly' by sug­
gesting that proportional representation anc a 
so -called Bill of Rights, both of which are used 
by the imperialists to, perpetuate sectarianism, 
are "concessions" to the civil rights movement.· 
The revisionists in fact think that the· 'North­
ern Ireland Assembly' is extremely democratic, 
because it gives the people so-called 'proport­
ional representation', which is praised by the 
revisionist (CPGB) map.ifesto as follows: 
"With proportional representation the electors 
would operate their choice fully in contrast 
with the present unrepresentative, and in ef­
feet, two-party system". The revisionists in 
Ireland claim that the 'Northern Ireland Assem­
bly' can be used in the interests of the work- . 
ing people, stating that "The CPI calls upon all 
democratic organisations to use the election 
machinery in order to pursue the interests of 
the working people." The CPI aiso suggests 
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to British imperialism a number of measures 
to help ease its crisis in northern Irell'lnd,e. g. 
"End discrimination in employment, not by 
taking jobs from Protestant workers and giv­
ing them to Catholics, but by large scale pro­
vision of new jobs through massive injection 
of finance"(i. e. CPI wants to invite more So­
viet social imperialist exploitation of Ireland). 
Further, CPI suggests that British imperialism 
should "de -escalate " the present situation by 
releasing internees and scrapping the Diplock 
recommendations and the Special Powers Act. 

The revisionists present to the people a 
thorough-going social fasdst programme of 
fighting for jobs and housing, opposition to 
EEC, defeat of the Heath government's econ­
omic policy etc. , and try to trick the people 
into reforming the capitalist system. 

Various organisations in the north of Ireland 
which are domi..nated by the revisionist political 
line have also given sham opposition to the White 
Paper_. One of these o rgani sa tions comes out 
to oppose the White Paper, but at the same 
time says that it will contest the elections to 
the 'Northern Ireland Assembly'. Despite its 
claim that the only solution is a 32-county 
Democratic Socialist Republic and its demands 
that British imperialism give a specific and 
early date for withdrawal from the north, r~-
nounce all claim to sovereignty over any 
part of Irela-nd, and end all repressive legis­
lation, its programme for the broad masses to 
support is a series of social fascist reforms 
of the capitalist system through nationalisa­
tion, tenants' control of communities, esta­
blishment of a National Health Service, com­
prehensive education, nurseries etc. What is 
most noticeable is the similarity between the 
programme of these social fascists who are 
dominated by the revisionist line, and the line 
of the open fascists as r epresented oy the Na­
tional Front Loyalist whose proposals for 
profit-sharing, control of foreign investment 
etc. , were even more "left" th a n those of 
these soc+al fascists . This fully exposes the 
role of social fascists. The revisionists seek 
to cover over the crucia~ question of which 
class controls state power and contribute to 
preparing the conditions for fascism to come 
to power. 

Another organisation dominated by the revi­
sionists, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights 
Association, presented a critique of the White 
Paper which it criticises because "it does not 
go far enough", "does not have enough teeth", 
"is inadequate to its task", "only contains 
proposals which will improve our situation 
some measure". This orga nisation presents 
British imperialism as being basically bene­
volent but not quite prepared to go far enough 
and thus distorts its nature in precisely th,e 
same way. This organisation present'! the 
'Northern Ireland Assembly' as being demo­
cratic and says that it has "fought for too 

long to win one man one vote and the propor­
~ional representation voting system to ask 
electors to now throw away those gains by 
not exercising their democratic right to 
vote for the public repres'entatives of their 
choice". 

. British and Irish "Communist" Organisation 

This pernicious tr9tskyite clique has ~o~e 
out with full support for British imperialism 
and its White Paper, total support for British 
imperialist troops in northern Ireland and a 
ser'~s of slanders against the Irish people and 
their just aspirations for a united, genuinely 
independent and democratic Ireland . 

These trotskyites present the theoretical jus­
tification for British imperialism's presence 
in Ireland under the name of 'communism' . 
They talk of uniting the worl_<ing class, but in­
stead promote the fascist 'two nations' theory, 
i.e. that there is a 'Protestant' and a 'Catho­
lic' nation in Ireland and use this theory in· or­
der to promote sectarianism among the people. 
They present the ·bogus view that there are _ 
"two communities" in northern Ireland, one of 
which is part of the 'Catholic Nation', yet this 
cannot be the case since there is only one eco­
nomic unit in northern Ireland, and so Marx­
ism-Lenini-sm teaches that there can only·be 
one nation there. 

These trotskyites claim that Brit ish imperia­
lism's motives are perfectly just and democra­
tic in Ireland . They claim that British imperia ­
lism's "only interest(her responsibility in the 
North) is to see stability, be it in a united or 
a partitioned Ireland", and "a democratic set- · 
tlement by the bou,rgeDisie, if they can achieve 
it, is to be._.-welcomed, as it must create m .ore 
favourable conditions for the development of 
working class unity in -Ireland North and South". 
Thus under the guise of being 'communist' these 
trotskyites pr9mote that British imperialism's 
aim is not to divide and rule, to enslave and 
exploit the people of other countries, but rather 
to "achieve" a . "democratic solution" in order 
to "create more favourable conditions for the 
development of working class unity". Further, 
acco-rding to them, British imperialism is not 
the root cause of all problems facing the Irish 
people, b.ut rather : ''The British and Irish Com­
munist Organisation have consistently main ­
tained that the South,'s claim to rule over the 
North was 'the root cause of the presen.t trou­
bles and that only by .the Sou-th taking a demo­
cratic attitude to the North could the conflict 
finally be resolved and the two nations in Ire­
land come closer together and hopefully to a 
de mocratic unity." 

The trotskyite s claim that the _problem is 

that nationalism is dividing the people, but 
support the reactionary nationalism of those 
sections who want union with the United King­
dom. They claim that "The development of 
working class politics ·in Northern Ireland i~ 



conditionaL upon the ending of the national con­
flict. In the White Paper and the Constitutional 
Bill the British Government has provided a 
framework in which a marked lessening of. the 
conflict can take place. The working class in-
terest will be served by . returning to the 
'new' Assembly those -parties which are pre­
pared to work within that framework. The 
most important feature of the new instit~tions 
is the political and social involvement of the 
Catholic community in the administration of · 
the state, and that involvement will signal the 
end of Catholic nationalist disruption and a 
consolidation of the Union with Britain on a 
basis firmer and more lasting than at any pre­
vious time in the history of the Northern Ire­
land state." This fully sums up the social fas­
cist nature ofthe trotskyites - praise ior British 
imperialism, giving a call to the Irish people 
to be subservient to British imperialism and 
vote for those parties which are most servile, 
support for British imperialism's right to di­
rect colonial rule over northern Ireland, and 
denigrating the just aspirations of the Irish 

·people as "Catholic nationalist disruption". 
Not only does this clique support British im­
perialism, but they praise the right wing 
Unionists, and in particular praise Faulkner 
!or maintaining ·"a fairly coherent pro-White 
Paper stance throughout the election 
campaign". 

4. Bourgeois Nationalist P .arties 

The bourgeois nationalists have opposed Bri­
tish imperialism's White Paper and called on 
the Irish people to boycott the British imperia­
list 'Northern Ireland Assembly'. The Provi­
sional IRA pointed out that the White Paper is 
not the basis for a lasting and just solution, 
and that it is the latest application by British 
imperialism of the policy of divide and con­
quer. The Provisionals pointed out that a solu­
tion to the problems in the north of Ireland re­
quires recognition by British imperialism of 
the following points:-

1. Recognition of the right of the Irish people 
to rule Ireland, 

2. A date for the withdrawal of British armed 
forces from Ireland, and 

3. An amnesty for all political prisoners. 

At the same time, the bourgeois nationalists 
held that British imperialism's White Paper 
leaves no choice for the people but to fight on. 
This is a just stand and represents the pos,i­
tive aspect of the national bourgeoisie in the 
revolutionary struggle in the colonial and neo­
colonial countries, that is, their opposition 
to imperialism. 

5. Proletarian Party 

The Communist Party of Ireland(Marxist­
Lenini-st) has · consistently pointe d out· that 
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the.re a·re no :.sho;r-~.t_e.rm solutions. to the pr_p­
blems !acing tpe· Idsh peopl~, but that the 
only, .solution lies in uniting all sections of . 
the Irish people under. the ,leadership o! the 
work~ng cla,ss· for· the national ·»'berati.on 
struggle against .. B .ritish imperialism as the . 
first s~age in es~aq1ishing a socialist PeopleJ11• , 
Republic of Ireland. The line of the Commu-:­
nist Party ·Of Ireland (Marxist-Leninist) on 
the . 'Northern Ireland Assembiy' represents 
the advanced and concentrated experience of 
the Irish people. 

The Call of the Communist Party of Ire­
land(Marxist-Leninist) "Don't Vote for the 
'Northern Ireland Assembly'" of June 11th, 
1973, pointed ~ut : "The im'perialists wish 
to make out that the war is a war between 
"English people and Irish people" and be­
tween "Catholics arid Protestants" hut they 
can never succeed. The war in northern 
Ireland is a national war and a class war; 
It is not a war between races o.r religions 
hut a war between a nationally oppressed 
country and a foreign imperialist ruling class, 
and as suc_!l is part of the ' class war between 
the p_roletariat of Ireland, England, Sc.otland 
and Wales .against the main .cl<!-ss enemy •..•• 
the British monopoly capitalist class. The 
British imperialists can provide no solutions 

to our problems ! The White Paper and the 
'n~.w • 'Northern Ireland Assembly' are just 
attempts on their behalf to drag us working 
people into the mire of reforming and propping 
up their imperialist system and giving it a 
new lease of life. According to the imperia­
lists the problem beT or; 1969 was the "one­
sidedness and religious bigotry" of the Unio­
nist regime in Stormont. Now they say that 
Catholics and Protestants can have equal 
chance of fair representation if they stand 
!or the local elections and the new 'Northern 
Ireland Assembly'. They do not tell the peo­
ple that the Unionists were not religious bi­
gots but primarily the class allies of the 
British imperialists who provide-d a lackey 
colonial bourgeoisie for the imperialist 
masters to act through. Now that the peo-
ple have become outraged against the Unio­
nists t~ British imperialists are trying to 
groom a '!Coalition" of Unionists, Alliance, 
SDLP and others to be "fairly representa­
tive ". In other words the new class of co­
lonial lackeys will be a coalition o{ the va­
rious different parties. We as working peo­
ple are asked to vote for these parties who 
parade themselves hypocritically as repre­
sentatives of the •majority" or "minority" 
or as "non-sectarian" in order to assist Bri­
tish imperialism and vote in a new regime 
who are going to act as the agents of the im-: 
perialist domination of Ireland, the agents of 
the British ruling class in the north of Ire­
land, the agents of the institutionalisation of 
the division of the working p e ople of northern 

• 
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Ireland. ThC' nritish imperialists Rre also 
trying to encourage the working pcopl(' into 
\'Oting for this new assC'mbly so as to institu­
tionalist' thl' ·partition of Irt-land, which means 
tht! partition of all a1~ti-imperialist forces 
and working people north .and south. In this 
way tlwy arc trying to keep thl' \\'Orkin~t and 
oppressed peopll' of the not·th of Ireland rli­
dded amongst tlH•mscl\'cs and cut off from 
tht> bulk of thl• ·Irish pc•oplco and the English 
prole ta ria t a ncl pcoph•. 

Fellow working people of th"' north of Ireland! 

Oppose tht• policil's of tht• British imperialist 
ruling class~ 

Oppose the illegal and anti- democratic 
'Northt•rn Irdand Assembly' ~ 

Oppose the di\'ision of the working people on 
religious or racial grounds ! 

Opposl' the so-called rt-presentati\·es of the 
people who put the backward slogans of. reli­
gion and ract- forward whilst in fac~ acting 
as agents for the dictatorship of the bour-

Unite with the anti-imperialist, proj.:ressi\·l· 
nncl democrati'c forces of the working pcoph~ 

of all Ireland to throw nritish irnp<'l'ialism 
out of Ireland, north and south ! 

' Unite with the English prolt>tariat as well 
as the people of Scotland and Wales to de-
feat the British monopoly capitalist ruling 
class and establish voluntary and !.!qual union in 
the United Socialist Stat ... s of England, Ire­
land, Scotland ;md Wales ! 

DON'T COLLABORATE WITH BRITISH 
IMPERIA LIS,M ! 

DOK'T AGREE TO REFORM THE CAPI­
TALIST SYSTEM ! 

DON'T VOTE FOR. THE 'NORTHERN 
IRELAND ASSEMBLY' ! 

BUILD THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
IRELAND (MARXIST-LENINIST) ! 

SUPPORT THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
ENGLAND. (MARXIST -LENINIST)! II 

End Itt•m. 
geoisie ! · · 
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