
ANDS . OFF POLAN 1 
Today , Poland and its people are sufferinG under a oilitary dictat­

orship every bit as brutal · and .vicio u s as those of Chile or i:l Salvador. 
Tens of thousands of people-worker s , t r ade unionists , intellectuals, 
relicious people-have boon locked away without charc~ o or trial. Often 
their fanilies have no i .doa where they aro h0ld . Overnich t,. . d0~.wcratic 
rights foucht for in tho uprisinGs of 1956 an~l 1970 and through 18 11onths 
of strucc.l o by Solidarity 1 have be on taken away . They have been re1)lacod 
with: 
-People denonstratinc, strikinc , or sinply not turninc up for work can 
be shot; 
-iul forus of asseably aro banned ; 
-lul lott0rs and telephone calls are censored . 

And never far in tho bo..ckground l urks the throat of all-out Soviet 
invasion and occupation . 

vJhat hns this to c..lo vvi th socialisn or C01:1nunis~:1? What has tllis to clo 
with building the bettor society that the heroic Polish people sacrif­
iced their lives for in their anti-fascist war of 1939-1945? The answer 
is, not.flinr:. vihat it has everything in co1.ruon with is fasciSt~! 

For 18 a onths , pro gressive people around ~tW- world have watched with 
aduiration as a united Polish people , led by an orc anized workinc class, 
have clawed one concession after another fron their ruling class and 
successfully held Russian i a periali sn at bay . In doing this, they c ave 
inspiration to the workers and oppressed people in other Eastern Euro­
pean countri e s, and in tho Soviet Union itself. To workers throuchout 
the world, the Poli.sh workers, or [~anized in their own. union, Solida rnosc, 
showed wha t the working class was capable of achievinG when it was con­
fident, couraGeous, disciplined and united . 

By weakeninG the Soviet Grip on its European eu pire) the Polish 
people ob structed the vvnr lJ roparations of this u ost a t.':cressivo super­
p ower nncl n ndo an activo c ontribution to the d efence of world peace. 

These achiever.1ents of the workers and people of Poland all consti t­
ute c ood reasons why all den ocrati.c and progressive people n ust stand 
by Polcmd. 

Poland has lonG fou[;h.t for it s national freedon . Indeed, the Irish 
and Polish strUGGles are tho u ost tenacious national struGe;les i:n 
Europe and, as the world i n perialist crisis deepens , it is not surpris­
inG to find then uakint; h e a dlines around the world this year. For us, 
as cenuino coJ.:DJunists , n~tional independence ia an inviolable principle. 
That is why wo not only Give support to those fiGhtinG British il:lporial­
isn; we also support those like the peoples of Afehanistan, Eritrea, 
Kanpuchea and Poland who are standinc up to tho New Tsars , and we support 
those countries like Chinn nnd Korea which are stri vine; to build 
socialisu in an independent way . VJe stand by the principle put forward 
·by the croat Irish socialist , Jaues Connolly, that , · 

0 The internationnlisn. of tho future wi'll be b ased upon tho free 
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federation of free peoples and cannot be realised through the subjus­
a ti on. o f the suall er by tho larger po li ti cal uni t • " 

. ! OU.:r· sUlJport for tho Polish people has nothinG in co:~lLon with the 
pho'ney, 11 supp6rt 11 couinG frou the British and other i .::porinlists .. _These 

- iu.perialists : are responsible for foistinc a debt burden of $27 ,ooo 
oillio11L on t]J,e Polish people. Poland now has to apply for fresh lonns 
Llerely ··in order to be able to re1Jay in t,£!'est nri sing on previous loans . 
Vfhile tho Polish 1)eoplo stnncl hungrily in food queues, Polish cooked 
n eats arc stacked- on tho shelves of London supernarkets. Cle~rly these 
leaches are no friends of a L;enuine workers' noveaont like Solidarityo 
Indeed; after the wavo of repression ~J ecan,. a West Gerco.n bD.J.'1kor told. 
the "Finnncinl Tines, 

"What I ruJ. sayi~ G a2..y be o.. bit brutal, but I think the Polish gov­
e rnuent was no lancer in o. position to c overn the country. I now seo a 
chance for Poland to rot urn to a nore uor1;1al workinc schedul e nncl thj_ s 
coul d be a good thint for tho banks. 11 

Today~ cor:u:iiinists hnvo a duty tb stana: l;y the Poi.fsh peopl e . Not 
only is their strugcle a just strul; glo, it is vital for the defenc e 
of world lJoo.ce. 

In a speech in l8L:.8, Karl Harx said, 
"It is still Polnnd that has taken the initiative •••• and frod n ow 

on its li) oration has be code a point of ~hono'Llr for all the d el:locra t s 
in Europe." 

He could have 1Jeen spenl:~nG today. 
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