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KAMPUCHEA:Vietnamese Lose M litary

Initiative

All observers agree: the Vietnam-
ese have lost the military initi-
ative. The  Vietnamese army of
occupation have been forced back

nearer their supply bases as commun-

ication lines and isolated posts are
subject to increasing attacks.
Vietnam's army of occupation is

spread too thin. Approximately half
of the force is comprised of techni-
cal and logistic support needed in
a conventional war, while the major-
ity of the others are tied down
(unsuccessfully) guarding roads,
bridges and the strategic highways
and rail links that are increasingly
subject to attack. Democratic
Kampuchea's (DK's) military prior-
ity is on cutting communications and
transport lines and inflicting casu-
alties in a war of attrition, with
military success in the south around
the port of Kompong Som (where a
convoy transporting Soviet advisors
was attacked last October), proof
of DK's increased fighting ability.

While not seeking
trol villages 1in the
avoiding Vietnamese retaliations
against inhabitants, aid agencies
officials based in Phnom Penh con-
firm that liberated zones extend into
central and eastern Kampuchea, the
provinces of Ratanakiri and Mondul-
kiri, as well as western districts
along the border with Thailand.
Now over 1,700,000 Kampucheans are

to openly con-
interior, thus

living in liberated zones adminis-
tered by Democractic Kampuchea.

POISON GAS

The detericration in the military
field for the occupation forces has
weakened  their fighting capacity
and morale, increased desertions
and rebellions among the predomin-
antly south Vietnamese draftees, and
led to serious health problems,
mainly due to malaria. Although
still numerically superior, the
Vietnamese Army units are not up
to effective strength and are in
need of reinforcement. However,
while Vietnam has more than a mil-

lion under arms, there is a short-
age of trained troops because of
its commitments in south Vietnam,
Laos and on 1its northern border
with China, as well as the 200,000+
in = Kampuchea itself. The use of
highly toxic poison gas in remote

areas of Laos and Kampuchea, where
conventional weapons have proved
ineffective, has not gone undetected.
American author Sterling Seagraves
documents the use of toxic chemicals
by the Vietnamese in Yellow Rain,
identifying it as a biotoxin, specifi-
cally  trichothecenes, whose major
source 1is the Soviet Union. (A UN
team of experts sent to investigate
the wuse of toxic chemical weapons
by both the Vietnamese and Russians
is expected to report shortly.)

COMMUNIST PARTY OF KAMPUCHEA
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forces, he attempts to consolidate
the moves towards unity of all res-
istance forces was the prime consid-
eration for the December announce-
ment of the dissolution of the

Communist Party of Kampuchea. The
situation that faces the Kampuchean
people 1is unlike that of the war of
liberation against American imperial-
ism; once defeated the aggressor
will not be returning to the other
side of the Pacific, but will prob-
ably remain a hostile neighbour.
The strategic policy set out in the
political programme of the Patriotic
and Democratic Front of Great Nation-
al Union of Xampuchea (PDFGNUK)
"comstructs neither socialism nor com-
for tens or even hundreds

inunism. ..
of years to come, when the nation
and people of Kampuchea are and
will be threatened with extermina-
tion by the Vietnamese Le Duan
clique." This decision does not
negate the fact that the forces of
Democratic = Kampuchea provide the

main bulwark against the occupying

forces of Vietnam, nor lessen their
determination to free Kampuchea of
those aggressor forces. Nor do the

Kampuchean comrades deny that, "Dur-
ing these 21 years, the Communist
Party of Kampuchea has succeeded
in fulfilling its successive historical
tasks by raising high its banner of

struggle for the national ideal of
independence, sovereignty, peace,
neutrality and for the people of

Kampuchea to get free from oppres-
sion of all kinds. It has done so
with its constant high spirit of

sacrifice, patriotism and responsibil-
ity to its nation and people. Des-
pite having gone through tortuous
and complicated situations and
having committed some mistakes, the

-Communist Party of Kampuchea has
successfully  fulfilled 1its glorious
tasks to the maximum." (Communi-

que by the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of Kampuchea
concerning the dissolution of the
Communist Party of Kampuchea,
December 6, 1981)

The announcement should be taken
as a token of the seriousness of
their endeavour to unite the anti-
Vietnamese forces into an effective
coalition that can wuse the increas-
ing military victories to enforce a
political solution. that will guaran-
tee Kampuchean sovereignty, indepen-
dence and non-alignment.



' KAMPUCHEA -

The three major components
in  the  Kampuchean fight
against Vietnamese aggression
have reached an historic agree
ment to set up a joint Coali-
tion Government. An agreement
to this effect was signed on

June 22 in Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia) by Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, Khieu Samphan and
Son Sann.

Backed by the Soviet Unien,
Vietnam invaded Kampuchea,
tried to annex the grain-rich
areas of the country, occupied
the capital Phnom Penh and
set up a pathetic attempt at
a puppet government. Since
then, Kampuchea's struggle
has been a symbol of the
healthy trend in world affairs
which embodies the people's
aspiration to control their
own destiny, free from the
dominationism of the big
imperialist powers and their
stooges. It is supported by
all genuine socialist count-
ries and countless socialist
organisations, and also by
a majority of third world
countries. These include the
members of the Association
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of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN - Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia, Philippines, Indo-
nesia) who played a signifi-
cant part in promoting this
agreement.

o
The forces of  Democratic
Kampuchea, whose main figure
was Khieu Samphan, have con-
tinued to form the backbone
of the effective resistance
to the Vietnamese aggressors.
The struggle also has to be
carried out on a diplomatic
level, and so far Democratic
Kampuchea has been accepted
as the legitimate representa-
tive of Kampuchea in the
United Nations, in opposition
to the Vietnamese puppet
regime. The present agreement
will be particularly important
in consolidating this positiom
Prince Sihanouk is an import-
ant figure on the world pol-
itical scene, who also enjoys
very considerable popular sym-
pathy within Kampuchea. Among
the various forces which
opposed the Kampuchean revolu-
tion but which also express
a patriotic desire to free
the country from Vietnamese

‘charge

United Government Formed

occupation, those led bySon
Sann are the only ones which
still display any combativity.

The agreement nominates
Sihanouk as President of the
Coalition Government of Demo-
cratic Kampuchea, Khieu
Samphan as Vice-President in
of foreign affairs,
and Son Sann as Prime Ministen
it establishes a tripartite
principle, with each organisa-
tion retaining its political
identity, freedom of action,
and the right to control its
own armed forces.

In statements after the signa-
ture, the three  leaders
pointed out that the agreement
would have not just diplomatic
importance, but also political
and military. Khieu Samphan
stated that the coalition gov-
ernment "has dealt the Viet-
namese invaders a head-on blow
and encouraged all the
Kampuchean people.”

"Class Struggle" warmly greets
the new Coalition Government
of Democratic Kampuchea and
wishes it every success.

"Class Struggle"
Correspondent

October 23, 1982 saw a day
of scolidarity with the Kampu-

chean people's struggle
against  Soviet-backed Viet-
namese aggression. The
British-Kampuchean Support
Campaign (BKSC) called a
picket of the Vietnamese
Embassy which was also sup-
ported by the Kampuchean

community in Britain, Malays,

Bangladeshis and the Revolu-

tionary Communist League.
The picket kept up a militant

shout of "Victory to the
Kampuchean People! Vietnam
Out!"

After the picket, the BKSC

held 1its Annual General Meet-

ing. The main speaker was
Arthur Clegg, a  veteran
British communist, and former
international editor of the
"Daily Worker". His speech
made the following main
points:

- the new coalition government
is the only instrument of
independence;

- true friends of Vietnam will
tell them to end their
aggression rather than play
the sycophant;

- drew comparisons with 17th
century British history when
the subjugation of a neigh-
bouring nation served to
rot 1its own revolutionary
achievement, and suggested
that Vietnam has created

an Ireland that will go on
and on,

- spoke of his friendship with
Malcolm Caldwell and his
brutal murder. Who bene-
fitted? The only ones to
benefit were Hanoi. His
voice, with the authority
to speak out for Kampuchea
was silenced.

The AGM noted with satisfac-
tion the visit to the liberated
areas of Kampuchea by the
Chairman of the Campaign and
the developing links with the
Cambodian Association in the

UK, the London Office of the
Khmer People's National
Liberation Front, and the
Bath-based Vietnamese

Committee for National Relief.
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Kampuchea.

In late October, the UN General
Assembly overwhelmingly adopted
a resolution by a 105-23 vote,

with 19 abstentions, calling
on Vietnam to withdraw its
troops from Kampuchea. It was

the fifth such resolution since
the Vietnamese invasion in
December 1978. A position that

has .attracted growing inter-
national support increasing
from 71 in  1979. The

resolution reiterated that any
just and Tasting solution must
involve "the withdrawal of all
foreign forces from Cambodia,
the restoration and preserv-

ation of its independence,
sovereignty and  territorial
integrity, the right of the
Cambodian people to determine

their own destiny."

The complete failure of Hanoi's
diplomatic offensive to deprive
the coalition government of
Democratic Kampuchea (DK) of
its legitimate seat at the UN,
was obvious when the credentials
committee confirmed, without
a vote, DK's retention of its

seat. Vietnam dared not quest-
ion the decision as it would
have illustrated the inter-

national isolation of Hanoi
due to its continuing occup-
ation of Kampuchea and Laos.

This condemnation of Hanoi main-
tains the political pressure
and complements the military
pressure on the Kampuchean
battlefield. In  August an

attack on Soviet advisers in-
structing

Vietnamese soldiers

Still Fighting

in the use of multiple rocket
launchers resulted in 9 of the
advisers being killed.

During a 10-week tour this
summer  with DK  troops, a
Japanese writer, Naoki Mabuchi,
observed "on frequent occasions
when the Kampuchean guerrillas
have prepared a large-scale
attack on a Vietnamese position,
the Hanoi forces have already
withdrawn, apparently because
the Vietnamese troops have been
unable to withstand the con-
tinuous guerrilla attack."
His Jjudgement was that
Vietnamese forces control only
points and lines on the map
"as troops of the Lon Nol gov-
ernment once did towards the
end of their war in 1975."
Indeed the similarities are
striking.

Hanoi has failed to consolidate
the position of its client in-
stalled 1in- Phnom Penh as the
DK's strategy of attrition con-
stantly saps Vietnamese
resources. DK President Khieu
Sampan succinctly  expressed
the strategic dilemma facing
the occupying Vietnamese:
"Either they have to disperse
their forces in order to occupy
territory and then give our
forces opportunities to wipe

out these scattered forces or
to concentrate their forces
in order to defend strategic

places and themselves, and then
abandon occupied areas, enabling
us to broaden the areas under
our control and to further
develop our activities."




Kampuchea
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NEW VICTORIES

The occupation of Siem Reap,
a Vietnamese military Tlogistics
centre and fall-back position
during the rainy season, by
the Kampuchean resistance forces
on January 27th, marks a new
stage in the war against Hanoi's
occupying troops.

This operation, and the brief
liberation in January of -Kompong
Thom, some 80 miles north of
Phnom Penh, are strong indica-
tions
resistance. The tri-partite
coalition's operations constant-
ly harass Vietnamese forces
in all Kampuchea's provinces.

The 30,000-strong National Army
of  Democratic - Kampuchea has
born the brunt of the develop-
ment and consolidation of mil-
itary offensives that include
the re-taking of the mountain-
ous areas of Phnom Malai and
Phnom Mak Houen in the western
province of Battambang. Both
had been partly occupied by
enemy troops since the Vietnam-
ese invasion in December 1978.

initiatives before
Vietnamese dry
season attacks are designed
to forestall penetration into
the 1ljberated zones near the
Thai border. The destruction
of military facilities and
supplies at Siem Reap represents
a blow for Hanoi's strategy.
That the Kampuchean strategy
~of attrition is sapping Hanoi's
ability to sustain military
action, can be seen 1in the
delayed dry season offensive.
A short but concentrated Viet-
namese attack, designed to cause

Resistance
the expected

of the strength of the

maximum destruction and secure

world headlines to. disguise
Hanoi's failures, 1is to be
expected.

Hanoi's paymasters cannot be
pleased with the situation in
Kampuchea.Besides tanks, other

weapons and supplies that arriv-
ed in November at the Kampuchean
port of Kompong Som in prepara-
tion for the planned offensive,
the Soviet Union has invested
over £3,600 millions and sent
7,000 advisers to Vietnam and
occupied Laos and Kampuchea
in the past five years according
to Thailand's National Security
Council.

In return they receive naval
and air facilities at Cam Ranh
Bay and Da Nang, the US-built
military bases on Vietnam's
east coast. The floating dry
dock for maintenance and repair
of submarines and other vessels
has an inportant role in the
expansion of Soviet military
capabilities in the Pacific
and Indian oceans.

Democratic Kahpuchea is in the
forefront  of the struggle
against the threat to regional

peace, and the  world-wide .
struggle against hegemonism
is strengthened by ‘the
Kampuchean forces gaining the

initiative.

"Although we have difficulties
in our anti-Vietnamese
struggle,”" Vice-President Khieu
Samphan reported recently.
"The situation 1is developing
in our favour."
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Kampuchea: Hanoi's Offensive

1
Fierce fighting between Kampuchean resistance forces and occupying
Vietnamese troops erupted near the Thailand border in April.
During a concentrated onslaught on the Khmer People's National
Liberation Front (KPNLF). Vietnamese troops blatantly violated
Thai territory. The capture of 40 Vietnamese soldiers and the
destruction of the Russian-supplied T-54 tanks on Thai territory
led to a formal protest at Hanoi's acts of aggression at the United
Nations by Bangkok. While Thailand has reinforced its border
positions, fighting has forced thousands of civiliams across into
the Thai province of Aranyaprathet.

Hanot's delayed offensive, centred on north western Kampuchea,
has focussed on the headquarters of the KPNLF, led by Son Sann.
Spirited resistance has prevemted the destruction of the camp to
date. However tactical retreat from some positions is an estab-
lished routine as with the onset of the rainy season in May,
Vietnamese military operations virtually end with withdrawal to
military strongholds.

The attack against areas administered by a smaller element in the

~tripartite Kampuchean coalition govermment is against a less form—
tdable fighting force than the National Army of Democratic
Kampuchea.  As reported in 'Class Struggle' (March 1984), their
attacks on Vietnamese—occupied towms, military installations and
supply lines have damaged Hanoi's ability to comsolidate its grip.
This is illustrated in Hanoi's inability to sustain a dry season
offensive on the scale of last year's fighting that occurred from
December 1982 to April 1983.

At the same time, heavy fighting has been taking place along the
" border between China and Vietnam. The shelling of Vietnamese
positions by China was in response to repeated attacks and in-
cursions by Vietnamese troops into China's Guangxi region since
the beginning of the year.







