
THE ST~Uf;GLE OF NATIONAL 'XINORITY T>E()'PLE ANT) TP.E LPffi ()F THE ~L 

The 2nd Congress of the RCL"S took nlace in Julv last year~ 
a year marked hy P:reat r!IOVE:met,ts of opnressed peonle apainst 
British imnerialisn. in the forn of the 1-lunger Strikes bv ~-'-lock 
prisoners in Ireland anrl the strugP:les of black neonle in Britc:tin. 
It is on these tHo questions relating to our stand aRainst Bri ti.sh 
imperialism} that the ltCL chimo.:ed its nos:i.tion at the July Conpress. 
The ado,)tion of :a tirinc.inled stan·d of unc-onditional supnort for 
the ·'Reoublican Movement in Ireland arid a. self-criticism for the 
·previous social'-chauvinist linear~ dealt ~·6th elsel..rhere, But it 
is important 'to link this cham~e with the adoPtion of a nosi. tion 
of the ievolutionarv alliance between the r..rorkinP." class and the 
onpress.ed' ·national minoriti.es within Rri tain. TJhilst our e~resent 
stand marks some progress from our nievi'ous -nosition, outl;i.ned 
in the ~CLB : Hanifes.to, ·the line is still beinP: develonerl and·.we 
have much ·to ·iearrt. The aim of the first part of this artic.le is 
to show what progress "le l)ave Made. "Rut the . seconfl part is · an 
important qualificat:i.dn! it r-oints ·out serious - contradictions and 
weaknesses \olhi"ch have 'yet to be resolved. 

· . 

t:. 

.· . 

... The historv of black neonle' s resistance to onpression is lonl? and 
varl.ed and ·.in the nast w~- hav'e often iRnored these. strue~les. lJh.ilst not 
attemnting an all-round analysis. H'e t·rould like to h{p.hlit::l'lt some of the 
kev struggles a~ainst the British state which we have ignored or under
plaved in the nast. 

Over recent years, much of the struRgle against racist onnression 
has been focussed against i1"11!1i?.:ration controls and laws. The Asian coM
munities i.n Particular have mounted vrell organised resistance. The iT'mliP.ra.
tion laws racist at their' 'inc~ntion, ha~e been made increasin~ly opnres
sive by both Labour and Tory go•.·ernments. in a -.;.ray which amounts to a 
wholesale attack on black oeople. The enshrining of the racist concents 
of the irnmi~!-ration laws into the new Nationality Rill last year gave rise 
to a massive demonstration in nrotest. Thousands of national ~inority neo
ple marched, unitin~ old and youn ; Asian and Carihbean, political and 
religious organisations. lQ~l was also a watershed for another, newer 
aspect of struggles agiinst immipr.:ttion lm..rs - the individual camnai.p.ns 
against deportation ot ~~lit families . Anwar nitta's n year struRgle to 
be united vTi th lJ.er clJ.i ldren has insnired many others, such as f\Tasi ra 
Be~um, Cynthia Gordon and Jaswinder Xaur. these camPaigns were also 
important in marking the risin?, resistance of black women. 

The Day of Action organised by the ~ew Cross ~assacre Committee marked 
an important step forward in hlack resistance and orp,anised demonstration 
of an~>;er. Ten thousand h.lack youths, mainly r.aribbean . marched i.n nrotest 
at the racist murder of 13 black children. Tnis was not iust a nrotest 
against the individual murderers, hut a~ainst the uolice -who have failed to 
give ·any protection ag.inst racist attacks, aP;ninst the courts who unhold 
the actions of the police aRainst black neonle and against thP. main nolitical 
Parties who i~nore the deaths of 11 blacl: voungsters. The massive oower of 
this particular ~emonstration did not nrise suddenly, but comes from manY 
years of resistance and organisat-ion within the black communitv. 

The Uprisings were a new stage in black resistance, focussing on a 
section entering the stru~~le in force, ·::he disnossessefl, the workless 
and criminalised youth. Black youth in ~~istol and Southall confronted the 
oolice. Durin~ th~ summer, bla~k youth 1n all main cities, rose uo a~ainst 



the ')p6lfcc: , ,. the most im;r~edi ate t;:~:r'p.;e:t .2-ml symbo 1 of rae is t opuress ion. 1t:t. 
90me 'nla6~'s, s}lch as . Toxteth . other sections of societv v7ere united behind 
their leadershin. As fbr~s . tif reh~lli6n snread from one ~ity to another, the 

·--• ~Stc,l·t,~ cqulq, r10 longer _trea~ each ;rs an isolated CJ.nd particular inci.dent. 

,, . ~ ·' 'ihe~e · thr~e exBmnles illustrate the mc>.ss resistance to rncism hy black 
n~onre·, hut ther2 a-re e ther iMportant arem; of struP:P'le 1• such as calls for 
'se1f· dbfeilCE! · in 1:esnonse to the uhv::;ical ."l. ttacks on blacl\: communi ties ann 

.; . . .. . -
,the ~6rganised response of black neople to these at tacks • a.s in Prick Lane 
. in"i977. /\ ;~othe:L <1re1:1 i~ at the wor·>{ -,Jlace viP2Ye black w·or1-:e'!::S have consi~ 
st~ntly fo'-'ght for basic democrnti c rights. often 'IALi.thout the sunuort of 
their fellow white workers and often against the cffic:ial union. r,Je have to 
do 'much mo:o~e vro:ck to learn from the rich eXPerience of national minori tv 
people hn::·c. 

The stat8 h~s m.ade a dual res•;on:~ E: to h lrlCk neonle r s r e ,·; is tance culmina
ting in Lhe ev,:;nts of last smum~r.. On the one hand~ di:cect re~wession by the 
police, arrued to the teeth <oi5.th couni:er revolutionarv Rear, hacked up hv the 
courts and· the l egal system. On the other "h1wing off11

• 
1'o ·Cficial inouiries" 

" comr:mnity policing" etc. 2 anproaches complemePt and re·-inforce each other. 

During the suruner. 3,500 ncopL:o l.,ren~ a.rresi::ccl. ~'1any r.·7ere denied anv 
semblence of ds:nocratic: riRht <; h7 being h e id in :camand until the trial, 
forced by the ·;:>Olicc to lilrtk:e .statements, reFused ac r~ess to solicitors or 
frier:.ds ~·:id f ar.:d1y and pressured to nle::d v.uiltv under thre,'lt of no hail. In 
some cases HherA there hco.s heen an org.:=tniseci defence ecrw:nittee, nolice frame 
uos havs been "'xvosed~ a s in Southa·_;_J.~ ~;J;e:te a notorious P, C .T·~ehh ha<l claimed 
to be c;rrestini; two different it1dividuals for tbro1d.ng- netrol homhs in tlvO 
differel::.t 'J:'. cce~; at the s -'lme time. 

One of the most signifiumt trials arisiE?. f, .. . ~n the sumn:2r is that of 
the Brndforrt 12. These 12 black youth we~e all arrested in Rradford last 
year and charged ~.r{th m,qkln~ an exo losive substance with intent t o '~ndanger 
life or nrc·oert·y , and· consni·c;ocy t o make explosive substance. Howe-.-qr , there 
t.rere no maier di.sturbc.nces in B-radford last year and no petrol homhs were · 
thrctm. Tnis i.s c1 ·: ·-:ly a political trial ~ an attack not iust on the 12 
youths hc::t &n 2•tt.:-,ck OG -~he w1'.::Jle black cm!l!11tmitv. The st'lte is using t!lis 
trial a.~; a neai·_, , of ::--:;Venp.-e a nd rep'Le::>sion a~ainst t he •·rhole hlacl< comn:uni.ty1 
particularly the youth ,.,ho challe nged the state in the uvri s inp:s ; and the . 
real reas on why theRe 12 were c:rres t2d is that they tv-ere nearly A.l l members 
or supporte rs o ~: the United BL<1c-k Yoc.th League, smne of them >vi th '~- long 
history of ~~t:r u;;~gle to defend the black corr~mni ty. The Bra.dforn- 12- 'are part 
of a · n•2:.1,7 t -:-end arising f•"om the young neople who have ~rotvn un in this 
country, ~•ho a:ee t ;:1king up struggles in a mi 1i tant way and building '[")ass 
support in their communities. The U1WL took a consciously anti-imuerialist 
stand, shou n by their struggles against the state in Britain and their support 
for the 'Rr:publican movement in Ireland . . The fact that the Bradford 1?. trial 
is a political tda l is further shown by the use of conspiracy charges, lvhich 
the Btitish sta t e has consistently used against nolitical a•: tivists. On such 
charges their nolitica,l beliefs can be used as evidence. The nolit:lcal nature 
of the trial is a l so shmm by the b nil ·connitions vrhich effectively "pap:" the 
12 and ~revent<them from takin~ nart in the cA.mpaign . f~r their own 0efence. 
The real aim of the trial is not only to get. the 1;2· sent down and to silence 
them, bt:t to intir.1io<:; te all those l.Zithin the black qvmmunity who take a stand 
in defHlCC of their·· c:'or,:rmuuity. Tile niM is to make criminals . Of those who take 

1. • 1 . d . . . • . . . . • • • 
a po ~1t1 ca stah. •aga 1rtst tHe BrLtlsh state , aldn~ w1th the cr1fu1nalLsation 
of black youth i n general. 

At its 2nd C.ong ress in July i q81 the RCL took the firs t sten a~:oray from 
its previous nbiitical sta::ement in the Hani f estc of 1977 and its resuitinp; 
practice ~ l-k~ rlb not · c-laim to h~;ve~ a . fuli - ~ndersta~ding or arialvsis but t-Te 

have recongnised the cii:nparta:nce of the ·struggles such- as those mentione d above 
and for com::llt.mis ts ,to g{ ·-~ r;riority to bu'ilding sunport foF,.those struggles. 



The RCL l·idnif~sto of 1 c; 77 only nai rl lin servic.e to. the fact: that Britai.n 
ie a~ i~p~;..ialist countrv , once the mos t uowerful i mnerialist st~.te in the 
TJTOrld. It adonted a·· social · chauvin i st line on the struggle in Irelanil <!nd 
the sti~ggle of' national minor:ity peoples in P.dtaili • 

. _.:r~ Secdoh C of the Manifes to, dealing ·with the Class Struggle in 'Rdtain 
the s_truggle agaihst racist. -o~-,rycession merits onlv four short narap::ranhs ~ 
which sh:Oi-1s : the lot-r ~Hiori tv anG.. lack of irnnortance attached to that area of 
stn.~_gg.\e by · t~e· RCL at th"J.t time , Some. correct noints are made inthese nara~ 
graphs: the ' term· national minori ties is used - A. term which ~.,e would still 
d~~end. : The 'strl.lggle against the irmni?.;ration la'I'-TS and for self-defence orQ;art
izatious are nin-oointed as important. But the noints are sketchy at best ano 
also~ontradictory. Th~ most important -contradiction is the stater:1ent that 
ilwe should fight racial cliscrimination, -particularly at the place of work." 

· 'This · requires some exnlaination. . . 
. . ~r v.: 

At · this time in our historv the RCL held a dogrr:atic view on -,:.rhere vle 
·should work as cor.Il!lunists. Because we rightly believed that party-huilding 
was. the central task i::1. Brit<1in a;::·.d thgt the narty should be built among the 
working ' class, V<e decided to concentrate exclusively on lvork in industry and 
ruled out <my other form of mass work. In practice this meant that \.re did no 
anti-racist r.vork and dismissed as secondary and the1.·efore unimportant, 
struggles that were not based 0 ::1. the 'tvork nlace. 

This is not sinp l y an organisational point. It derives from. our lineon 
.British imperialism and reflects a dogmatic :' ts umptlon th2..t the struggles of 

.. the working class in industry are the i·.i p;hest form of strup.-gle. This ignored 
the whole national qu2stior:. in t iw history of British imnerialism, the imuort
ance of national struggles against British imperialism abroad, the strul!~ies 
of national minorities in Britain and the national question in Wales and 
Scbtland. lJe still held that the •·rorkin ~~ class in Britain is ohiectively a 
revolutionary class , hu,t at the t itn2 of the 'Manifesto ,.,e iqnored manv dif-

. ferent factors relating to the i :1ternal- effects of opportunism on the strug
gles and · consciousnes s of the w·orking: class. He did not understand the com
plexit-y · of the :liffer,;~nt f orces H h'J wil l carry out the revolution in Rr:hain. 
In particular I.Je did not u: · ::!rstand th:: revolutionar·y essence of the strug
gles of national min0ri ty rieol)les, the rrost oppressed sections within the 
British State 9 .-.Iho.s.:: t::nders t;mdLig of imperia1i.sM hoth here and in the Third 
Tr~orld is far g r eate r.: than that of mos t white worke:::-sf and v1hose struggles · 
against British imnerialism di:::-ectly confront .. the pm.:rer ·~· f the state. 

~acism was dealt with in the Hanifesto in 5 · paragraphs on ovoortunism. 
The impor tance of the ideology of rA.cism ilnd its origins in imperialism v1ere 
correctly pointed out! However it limited the question to one of building 

. unity betr,Jeen black and v1hi te lvo:tkers, thus ignorirtg the specificitY of the 
struggle of national minoritv people, bo t h l•Torkers and nort-l·JOrkers~ . It failed 
to support the speci.f:l_c struggle of the most onnressed and releg-ated that 
struggle to a role sqhordjnate t o t}w't of the workin? class at the noint ~f 
production . . In nar agra:r;h 21 it i mu l i e s the econo'1list v i ew that the onn.ression 
~f black . worker~ is -simuly a · aue s tion -~ f en.ual nay and co~ditions, :md para
graph 22 talks about "vTc:rrking . at i t (the -.forking .class) from both :=;id~s_n, . 
meaning that ''attitude s of l-Jhite racism and Fh:i. t e SUDeriority" · and of ,;harrow 
black nationalism" rve :ce equally iC'lnor Vl i.i..t targ12ts :Por communists . . Ppr an 
orga-r.;_is~tion of mninly white c~mrades, to target narrow nationalism cle~arly 
demonst~ated our ~ chauvinism . . 'He had an incorrect tinderstandinp. of the strup:gle 
against .. racist onnression·~ · ¥.~C.! neG<tted the. t-1h~le Fl"tck ' Power movement 2..nd 
demanded th.::tt the onpressed change t heir A-ttitudes towards theirotlpressors. 

. Th·e . nr3.ctice of . the RC~ at that time r.ras to concentrate on industrial 
w~rk'. l.Yith no understandi n P- .of the st.ru Q'~de aR:aii:ls t hi'!tion?..l onnression' much 
of'' thi,s vjOtk T.vCi.S inevitably ecor.ornist; and fniled tO· take UP th~ \5Uestion of 
Bri.t ·ish itrinerialism • .On:e ID~i JOt exi:n;mle of ~our ; chauvinism at the time ¥Cl.S our 
r 'eply to an . invi_ t a tiofl to t ak e Wll' t in the dem.ohs tra tion a gainst. racialism 
org.:tnised by . the Ant,i -Racialism National Demonstration ·Co~it.tee in l 6 7A: 



'' .•• We zxzl'mly $Upport the aims o.f t7zs demonstration. T-le would there
fore ha?>e . verb' rm.{.ch TL'IClYlted to be p•esent on July 11;~h. f!oWe1,e'l' in order 
to make p:r>O(J'l'eS:J on wh--::t is -the centraL task 1.:n B:t•1:tain today, buildirl{:f 
the H .. '!l'Xist-Lenint:st Commum:st Party, it is necensary ·i;a concentrate 
our limited r:esou:t>ces on certm:n pr-n~ticul/'lJ' tasks ·in or>der to do · them 
well... r/e h.ave make son;e p:r>ogr-a.'w aZ1•eaLiy a;td hope ·to make more until .. 
t.Je ar:e able to contribute e.f.fectiwily 'to the struggle against raaiaUsm 
and .fasa_ism as part or the over-aU st'l"'uagZe f'nr> the proleta!'ian. !'etJIJ- . . 
lution 1:n Brita?:n • .. 11 · · · · · 

During this v7hcle r.>eriod when attacks bv t}w state ancl by fascists ···
were in~ensifyin;~. '"e effectivr,ly did :1otbing to supno:o:t the struggles of 
nation.qf min.:>ritie:s and juntifit!d thir; •.:ri th. our dogmatic line on party 
building. · struggles in the real world r.o1ent: on . and with increasing re-pres-

·,"\· sian fi~om the state arid fascists, resist8.n.::e p;rel.J, Cornra(les within the RCL 
began to 'recognise the errors in our nosition r.nd ccrnrades from the CWM and 
BCA joined the··org;~r.isation. These ;:wo orp,anisatioris had consistently taken 
part iu anti-racist work, as in fact had orie n~Her branch· of the PCL. We 
recognised .the importance of anti-r:H.:ist work anti agreed .. to reve~se the de
cision of the Hanif<!sto 011 this. v1e l1egan to develop aa analysis of national 
minorities in Britain and their struq~le against the British state and their 
special position i:- relation to Britis:-.. ic-... peri.alisrr,. The theoretical hasis 

·of this posi tier.. ~taf; arguecl in an article ''The ~oats of Resistance". The 
second Congress marked a first step forward in chan~ing our old chauvinist 
position and begisn nhe orocess of dcv?-loning our understanding between the 

. .. · relation between ?-ational and ela~~ strag~le in Britain. 
. * The key conc~pts L1 th~ ne-.;v nod tior. adopted by the RCI. is the revolu-

tionary alliance_ between the working clnss a:J.<i the national minority . peonles. 
This concer,>t recognises ·that··· J:Jdtisl~ :i.mpe:rialisro depends both on tpe class 
exploitation of the oroletHriat ns :: whole and orL the nation-'ll onpression of 
nations and Pational minoritie£. Resist:mce, ain1.ed , in the las.t .a:nalysis, at 
the overthrow of i;::;~P-tirlllsm , aJ.so ta~es cE.stinc t, thoagh essenti'ally com
p~ementary fo~~~ts. T~~~ str~l~ "f 1\e, w.c-~ cla::s as;a~nst th:ir expl~ita
tton and the scrugg1e of_~D~ opnrcsseG hat~onal m1nor~t1es ag~tnst th~tr 

:oppression are tr.dr. sti·eans of 1/;s;_:;omce. The str-.::.tegy. f:or Communists 
should be to forge an ~1-lianc~ bet;-;een these .fo . .r:ccs, as .the only rnearis 'by 
which British impe:::-iali:::m can be dcrec.ted. ·· ·'=·' 

This stategy reEts on an analyaia of a specific form of oppression 
directed ag~inst black neople in Britain - . national minority onnression. 
This opnression derive~ from the imoerialist -exploitation and . oo{)~ession of 
the nations from which the' black neople have come. Im-pedalism: i.tself per
fect-ed the "ideology of racism, which origir:.ated in the :>lave trade of deve
loping c~pitalism. The resistance of the nfltional roin·-rity peo.,le conse
quently· ·takes· a spec.ific f orm, . which nFJSt be recoRnis~d ani! supnort_ed in 
its own r.ight'. More -tha11 ~his, -Corranunists must actively figh_t for full demo

',· ·cra'tic right::>· for national minoriti~s and against all national onn)."e.ssion, 
. . and must'~ aiin 'tO drm,r the working class into this stcuggle. 

. A sincere and militant irn.plementation ·of this strategy can enahle 
British 'comi!lunists to begin the taGk of eli:;inating thei r ~>odal chauvinism • 

. ,· .. It ·eRn enable us to :.r,roid at".:itudes, current iu the nast, which denied real
'ity ·and were· natronising, cynical or c:Htical toward~ the T)lack resistance. 
'It is fund::unentally wrong to .3.ttem11t tc force n t!!ould onto history which 
.suits the ·short te2:m interests of t he w:1i!:e workine class in the metro-

,,, poiitan countrie[;. As the Congrer.:s co:..·r2ctly dedd~d: "Coming from the 
Third r1orld, which in the main force ag.ainat imoerialhm, black and Asian 

. ·.··neople . are in thG ·vanguard of the fight against imnerialism in Britain". 
\ .: '~ -~. . . ~ . . 

·:· ·--' ·* '' The ryosition is set out in the 11RiRht:s of N.s.tional Minorities" at the 
end bf the article. 



II 

~The Contradictions in· the .;tine of the Secon-d Congress of ~CL 

· The Conn:ress Docu:nent clearly :incorpor:3tes 2 lines of analysis and 
s.tra.tegy . most clearly seen i'i1 contrasting the section on democratic rights 
oaras ~2-69.with the section of rights of national minorities naras 70.-78.* 
But apart from this obvious contrast, the previous sections demonstrate some 
of th~ elements of the difference, and some atternryts to brin~ them torether, 
which' seem 'to say . the least, unsatisfactory . . 

Thus in nara 17: 

·-;'The essential politiaal task o.f the revolutionary movement 1:n- the' ' · · 
:first historiaal sta~e of party building is to rally the advan.aed elements 
to Marxism-Leninism through buildinr a real workinq alass anti-imperialist 
mass movement. .· .. The advanaed elements are those who ar>asv the true 
nature· o.f' imperialism and 1:ts state a:n.d have berrun to f'i(Jht it,. These are 

: the elements Mith whom we t~.,ill WOl'k I?Denlu as aommunists ... '' · . ' · ' 

Here ve have a definition of the advanced and a prescription for work, 
T.Te· are also told where to look for the advanced eler.1ents ~ ' 

"· •• At this stage of the strugqle, t'he ad1,anaed tr>end is overwhelmingly 
toaa.ted rrmongst black p•:-~ple and vlelsh_, Scottish and Irish workers becr:r:use 
of the 1Jaryinq .fo:lf/7'/s cf double opnresa{on suffered bu them. '' 

This is reneated in para 22: 
" •. • Natioml minority peonl-e '!re in the vangurr.rd of the stru{Jale a(lainst 

. . ' 

the British State ... '' And in slightl v differently in nar2 43: 
·. '', ••. The black and national rr;· ~writ1.1 ,um.~ers will vr~v1:de a large 

number o.f advar,ced workers frqm _ their ranks-:-::" ~ . . · - . . 

This clearly raised tt.•o que.stions·. · Firstly, T.¥hat is the analysis of 
national minorities which makes ·them in this v~nRuard nosition? This can only 
he answered in the ''Rights of Na:tional "'fiu····i ties'' section. (A nroblem is also 
raised by conflicting terMinology of "workers'' ani! t'people" ) • Secondly, whv 
is it that from the relatively lar~er nronortir--:o. of the oopulation with revo
lutionary potential, so relatively small a oronortion of the advanced should 
come? This is answered, although not necessarily in satisfactory manner, in 
para 31: · 

'
1Vespite the r>elative decline o.f British Imperialism this century, 

- partiaularty during tthe last 30 year>s, the superprofits entering Br>itain 
rxre stiU veru hiah. an.d continue to . r)rovide the material base .for 
opportunism, Thes~ 5uperprofits have enabled the bourrr.eoisie, under · 
pressure .from the 1vorkin.g class, to concede to them. a. mua.h higher- standard 
of living than is ·found. for the mass of the 'people's o.f -the Third World, 
most o,f' whom continue· to suffer> b1:terly under neo-colonial erpzm:tation. 
This h"T.s established the aond1.:tions .for the-in-flu.enae of opvortum:sm with
in the working clasB as a u_lholeJ thouqh -z:t remains a revolution.c;ry cZass 
and is not bought of_f' by imperiali$m. '' ~nd __ oq.rA 'i.l: 

''British irrmerialism 's ·plur.der> of the Third Florld haa provided u"'Irkers 
in the metropo!1:t/"l1z country w-z:th a hiqher r~trmdard of ZifJin(.f t1vm their 
colonial and neo-colonial brothers and siaters, awl is· the mater1~al reason 
why opportunism is so in_f'luentVY."l -z:n the working class. The re_fonnism rend 
eaonomism arieinq .from this luis allowed the opportunist trade union. :zead
ers to firmly entrench themselv:es at all l.eveis o:f readership." Th1:s deVe
lopment has been particularly marked over the last JO years ·or so
although the basia conditions for it have exiated muah longer- and has 
areated the situcition tJJhe'l'e the top trade union ·leaders, r::>artiaular'ty the 
TUC General Counail . are not just ~onciliators of the monopoly bourgeoisie 
but in e8sence form part of' the monopoly bourgeois state maah1:ne. '' 



A · pos~ible ccintradiction is found with this trend of analysis and 
strategy, and is indicated in para 23: 

"·;.Building factory cells must be the .focus o.f ou:r:o party. building 
work in the .first hif).toioical stage . . . ·· 

The reasons why this rnay be contradictory are: 

1. because it · indicated that .we will work mainly amon~ the section 
. who are , by previous description, More bach;rard~ 

2 . . becaus~-- reasons why lve - shm1ld do this· are not given in a way which 
rel.;1tes this to . the previous- descri ntibn: · 
3 . .. -because - the contradiction of ~·rorkers and neople is not faced unto. 

· ·· Nonethe'less, ~he co.p.text 'of .thi"S stateMent anryears to be one which ~ 
attempts to resolve ' this .. probleM. J'l.ro contrasts are drawn first between 
anti • im-rerialist "?ork arid industrial .ai.1d facto!"y cellbuilding wqrk, second 
between community ·work 'and factory 'HOrk. On the surface, these would not 
seem ' to be'the same contrasts, hut _the . context indicates that they are pro-

-. bably meant to be,- · and it will he useful to out them. t~?gether, · 
Thus para · 23 says ·: · · 

.. : ''A~ti-imperialist politics and building a workina class anti-.· .. 
. i.17'!PeriaUst mass movement are i/',c ·~t..-n.i ;1 >.Jjo."·e i indw,tr i l- · trf~r'}\.,·c!,nd 
building .faa-tory cells. Facto".L•y uJork and work in the community ar>e 
mutually re-1:nforcing . .. " 

Para 26: 

"r·lork in industry arid ·1:n the community are ccmplementary and inter
related_. and can .fueZ each other's development ... " 

Para 25 indicates that anti--imperialist col'liDunity work includes the 
question of the oppre"ssion of_ nat_ional mir.orities. 

The nifficuties l<rith this attemnted reconciliation are i) even if these 
areas of work are comnlementary and r:mtually re-inforcing, why should one be 
the focus an<3 the other, nresumahly, "reriphera!? ii) l.rhy ·should the neri
phe.ral one be the ·one which includes the issues (understanding of imperialism, 
double onn-r:ession etc) T.vhich seem to make the difference, according t0 the 
previqus- descrioti0n, ' h.:!,tween .. those l<7ho are · lar~ely renresented in the ' van-
guard and, t,ho-se -r,rho are not? .. iii) if they are comnlernentary what is the . 
relationship betw·een -~hern -. how do they· complement one another? iv) Fow 
does the focal point (building factory cells) serve the task of working 
openly as communists etc, with the 'ldvancerl elements who are overwhelmingly 
located among black people . Scottish, · T.Velsh and Irish workers? (See nara 17) 

.. •· ... 

, . Tb.ere are several possible · interryretations of this attemoted reconci-
liation. One is that it main~y wis~es to sweep under the carnet the -nrevious 
description, and nrovidc grounds for. renlacing it. with .the view that the real 
vanguard are the ;.mrking class .'in ge.nr~l. nm~ c~d at . the present historicar
stage, because thin iG wha-c orthodox Marxism seems to tell us should be . tl)e 
situation. Another is that its a fudge, an atteMPt to be all things to all 
comrades, and sweep the real contradiction under the caroet. A" third view 
is that it represents the result of an unstated thought pr~cess - the natio
nal minorities are in the -vanguard, hut we have the main responsibility nf 
working among the white working class, although~ and because, they are more 

·backward; so ·our focus must be on thE! factories where they are. Within this 
preferable viellr, there 'are nro pn<::·s:."f-.le analyser; abo; 

_i) That ~hr ·\:'!,h de~~eloping an advanced worker movement in the factor:ies 
we can eventually come to lead both the· majority and mihority workers. in the 
same struggle .against imnerialism. . · ." · 

·. ii) that the struggle of the -~orking class in 'the factodes must 'be :. 
developed as a narticular stream against British imnerialism , while the 
n:ational minority peonle . must develon their narticu:' ~ ·;.· stream of the struP-P-le 



. ··•. 
a~ai~:~·t: 'imT)e~Lilism along their own lines . ~nrl:with th~ir·own lead~rshin. 

These ?. contrasting ana>lyses a,..,near .to,. ren;resent .t-he main underlyinP. 
r:tii'f~~~llc~ · 'l)et~~een ~: the sections on De!lloc~adc 'P,ir,hts anr\ National Mino:ri ty 
riRhts. It is inevitaf-.le that ther~. lvill l,e contradictions ~1etween these 
sections, ~ecause each is· nroduct _of one of the main lines on the question 
competin~ at t;he. Co~gress. · 

'·: . r --; , . • . . ~ . 

There are Q:reat diffjculties in contr;:tstin~ then. For a start, their 
relationshb,: : as .seen "Y their_titles~ _should 1-,e, essentially the relation
ship of the nart to the whole. And this is reflected to some extent, ~v the 

. way-. theY·l.1l·oeP.erl• : The Denocr:ttic R_i~>:hts section, which is hased op. the 
~eqctionary Strater;y for Survival concent, coes work essentiallv from an 
an.i:!.lysis .-.df the lo~hole to the analysis of the T)arts. and the Naticmal "1inoritv 
Rights section, hased essentially on the strategic alliance conceT)t, works 
from ·the n~rt to the vhole. The difficulty. of cours2, is that the parts · 
towartis which ''Democratic RiP,hts" 't-Torks do not include what is exnressee· in 
'"National ~1inority Rights'', nor is the whole envisaPed hy "National 'Minority 
Rio.:hts" that· exnressed in "Demor:ratic Riphts". 'More imnortant each analvsis 
makes a nun'ber of assut)T)tions, in the course of tryinp, to ex: ~ain the facts 
none of whi~ are thoroughly explained and .3.r~ued. In each case . the assurnn
tions tend not. t6 contradict the assun-ntions of the other sed: ion .directly 
hecause they are· not ·workin?, on the saMe ground, hut _they certA.:i.nly involve 
indirect contradictions. 

From this there would -'\Pnear to he rtuestions of 3 different orders. 
1) Hot-r to .resolve t'!)e -~ajqr diffe-rence '-etween theTT'. ?.) Bow- t0 test the 
ass-ulii;d.o~s ' marle in' eA.ch sec.don.' and find out if thev are .vA.l:i rl 1) HO'(.T to 
aonroA.ch the more specific contradictions. · . 

. \ . ; .. . . , ~ . ; . • . . .. ! ~ .-. . . 0 ,. ' • .. • • : • • • ••• • ' •• : • ,· •• • • • • 

In relad01f to 1) 'the- connection shC'Uld he . noticed hetween :these 7 
sections and the contradicti6~s alreadv·n~~~~ in the earlier nart of -the . . ~ . .. . 
document• ·On ,a_: '!en:eral· level, "Nationar)finorit:'Y 'RiP.-hts~~· rloes attemnt to 
an"llyse the· reasons . why. ·national mino:dtfes are hi a ·v-an~uarc! ~oRitio~ • . 
"Democratic Ri~hts'' on the other hand, seems· to ~ive st-rength to the strate~y 
of putting er!lphasis on ·factory +¢ork, · in that it . tr~ats the -question of the 
struggle a~ai1'i3t rac.isni a:s·. nart ~ and Jlarcel of a more fundamental stru~sde 
of the tvhole of . the wo.rkihP. neoole -'l~ainst fascism:. More narticularlv, 
"National Hin6rity t>_ir;hts" · relates to previous and suh'seauent sections on 
the T.-Jelsh. Scottish- and . Irish ·ouestiorts whereas "'DeMocr.:1tic 'Riv.hts" does . 
not take them into : nccount in its _overall- analvsis ot' the . struggle for 
democratic rights. 

l)uesti~n · 2· is '· a · ah~stion of it1vesdgation anrl analysis - and it seeMs 
that -- the assumotions thrown up ny the two sections should be the Ml'lin suhiect 

-Matter . of.; the theoretical and - f ~~tual questions that comrades . COncerfieo 'with 
:.::-·dev~iopin~ . anti-ra.cist lfOrk sho~ld · inv:~stigate. · · · ·· · ::".· ,. ,,. · 

.;·;·~- : .. Ort ~uestion .. 3 . tl1~ ~~~-{ndifficulties a~one will he pointed out. They are 
1): . the anhlys,is : of · racism l.:i.) the ;rel: ·· ionshin bet~~een ~a<;tism 'and fasci~rn 
iii) the -strategy fd~ resistan~e. ., . . . · .· , .. :'· 

.. Analysis of racism 
• , 1, ' 

"Democratic - ~i~hts .s~cti~t:l says the, a,-lm 9f :racism ~s to diviile the . · 
wqt}tin'r~ c'L_9ss (narc=t .~/•) .. anrl tha,t . thf; roost far sighted . section . of the .;ruHnP
clas·s ··see the dav t.1hen raCism .will tio longer r'Jo , .. this (nara ()'5 nreci.s).. · There 
is an inconsistency het1.teen the'se sections ~ut fllore imnortantly there .is ~ 

,e;l.ear difference with. "Nationa-l ' Mitiori-tv Rights" which savs thP. division 
• . , . . • .. . . ... ·, I ' 

r~sults from the onPressiort of .'n;ttional Minorities (para 75) · an~ · tbat racism 
~hich ~s. a t~tai ~deologv l'~comi~r, ~u~ly defined with' imneda_li _s~:: ~il~ h~vfriq 
a S!)ec1f1c econom1c base . (nara ~i70') 1s used to. oromote :and exRcerh!tte th.1s , 
exist.:!--np, division (oar!'\ 75) .r:. The; ·tuntiamental rHHerence is:· the ·· vi.ew r;r;· th~~.', 

·.: o~e,- - haad tl~l'lt ratism ·ic hased: btl ·a".. funrlamental historical develon,.,·ent an'd is 
. used to oernetuate an existing divis:i.on and the vier~ on the other that it :i.s 
~ m~~hn~ ••coA ~n ~rn~~o ~ ~iuic;nn Th~ r~mif{rn~innc ~rP wi~PRnrP.aCI. 



Relationshin h~\::,•Jee~aci~n . and fas-ci~ ·.: 

f·: ·~n~~oc;ratic . P.:ights" · section says th-'lt racisM. is the_ main weanon to nre
pnre for ''fascisn ·: (para 67) whereas "National Minority Rights"- says the dey~.,.,. 
lo?~~p.t ~'('§'tate · r~Cism i~ linked vith the. nevelopmerit of fascism (rara 76)·.
Th'i;~ ' . .S~s:;-ge_~ts 'a. diff·~~-~ric(! . hetw~en whether we . t'lust fight racism hecause _ ~t.:. 
leads, t .Q fa:scism, .. o·r .because -it OPnresses national minorities, reco~nisiti~f ::·•. 
that ~.fa_s.ci'Sm is ~J:mth· a result of ~acism's development, ::1.mong other things, · 
arid 1that ·faScism .fs ... _a _ neans by .r..rhich racist Op!)ression heco~es more intensg, 

. ' ... ~ . ·; . 
' Strategy for re-s~stance 

·. 
: ~'Democratic Rights11 poses the analysis. Reactionary Strategy for - .· 

Survival leads to mass resistance, ~h,ich le:1ds to erosi~n of civil rights of 

black and, ~.rhite \YOrkers a~rl therefore we must nlav active pnrt ·in Jnas~ resis
tanc·e.~ (para 67-). -"Na.tiona·I' Minority Rights" noses analvsis Na-tional Minorities 
are ·already · fighting "ack · (nar~ 73) •. l-ie should Pork toward r:evolutiona'ry<, · · 
alliance (r>ara 74) drawin? the "'orking class into struggle for · nationai-mino-
rities .. rights .and in sunp~rt of the fight of n(!ti~~al ~i~orities ·. :-., .· .. 

, · · These 2 lines . derive from differing analyses of irnnerialisrn anrl the 
subsequent development ef racism. 

!:·,· 

. _· .. Analysing the : docuMent in this w1.y indicates a larf!e amount of c·onfu~ion 
and inconsistancy within it. It is .essential that d~tailerl work' hp done to 
investip,atc· the. concr~te , hi.storical and nresent fact's on which the. various 
conflictine; · assuMntions are hased. S!lecific statenents and arguments whH:ih 
,contradict' one .an~ther must he is-olated and thei_r rneaninf!. spelt out thoroughly 
in -order to discover to what extent they are rec6ncial,le and to what extent 

- ~hey renresen·t nositions whl.ch ·cannot stand together. Above all the two:·maior 
Lines r ·enresented in' the dncume.n:t must he develoned and clarifier\, so tha.t a 
"rici!)l~d st:ru.ggie.. ~av be conducted over clear lines of nernarcatfon. ·No · 
theotetical clarity ,· concrete leadershin nor practical guidance for work can . 
be, :given ·bv a vap,ue and onnortunist ccmpromise. The ·question is of t .he .utmost 
i11,1por~tance. beca~se diffe~ent positions on the meani~g of imperialism are 

_ 1 r ,J:;,£.fl~ct.~d in the document, and a :failure to develop a correct nosition o:-q this 
· · - ~S}<'lld _reverse th~ progress which the .2nd Conr.;ress . undoubte~ly repres~nt:s: 


