
·elack;,National Minorities, 
Workiald Class & the R C G 

Recognising the importance ·of struggling against all forms 
of oppression and endorsing all forms of struggle against opp
ression is a hallmark of the political 'activity of Marxist~ 
Leninistso What is as important is adopting correct and spec
ific marins of. fighting that correspond to those oppressionso 
This ds 'especially relevant when tackling the dual .. oppression 
o:f:"women 'and natio~~l minorities. OthenYise there : ~is . an · 
ev·asion of the p.oliltioal conclusions necessary . to · rectify . .:those 
particular dual . :o.·ppressions9 thus hampering tl'?-e progress to:, a 
classless s 'oc.:Lety. .· · . . · · · '!. ·-

That understanding forms ti1e starting poi.nt ·:for this ;article 
In criticisfJl.g t .he line o.:£ the Revplutionary Comim.i.nist 'Group (RCG) 
on black people in Britain and the:i.r rol.e in the ·revoll:lti.ollary 
sttuggle for. . the socia~ist revolut,;l.on9 we focus ·on Isauie -·9 of 
'Revolutionary Communist'~ the las::t issue of the· ·RCG' s · theoret
ical ·Journal to appear. The main article was devoted to ttThe 
struggle of . the opp17essed in Bri-tahi~··against rad~sm , and rirnper
ialism" (R. C. 9 .p.1;). Although publ~shed in _the Summer· .of 19799 
the discuss~Q~ · ar.tiole 11 Racism9 Imperialism and the Working Class u 

remains., th~ ·· most ·COJ]lplete sta~ement Of the politiCC\1 basis the 
RCG ·aees .for an anti-racist' moyement in Britain; it also laid the 
:foundati·ons for a ·line eventually endorf5ed in the RCG':s. Manifesto 
published in 1984. · 

Many · points and arguments criticised in the RCG's line have 
appeared in the LeagUe's own newspaper9 'Class StruggJ:e• 9 :because 

· "tor a considerable . pe_riod 'Class Struggle' did not ·promote our 
' collective viewpoint 9 but a view that was held by the editor of 
the paper." (cs Vol. 8 6/7 Ju~y/August 1984 p.2) Thus 9 
in a real sense these criticioms ·are ·relevant to wider questions 
o:f reorientation deb a ted within the .• league • 

Inevitabiy .the criticisms of· the RCG'~ .article involve 
presenting the arguaents for a perspec .. t :ive that the League upholds. 
Tllis perspective llas bEJCome known as "'·•Free National. Development'
(previous puufic explanations : of' '. the . strategic alliance it 
entails are to be found in OCTOBER Vpl.1 no.1 - 'The Struggle 

·of Na tiona! ~linori ty People · and the line of the RCL' - and · Vo!. 1 
no.2 - 1Racism9 National ' Oppres·s~on and Free National Development ' ) 
While ' the League makes no pretenee .of hav,ing examined all the 
questions concerning the oppression of national minorities in 
Britain, nor of having e~thausted · the subjectp Free National 
Development is part of the programmatic task facing us as 
revolutionaries in Britain. It forms part of a developing cont
ribution to our endeavours to shoot the arrow of Marxism-
Leninism at - the target o'£ revol4tion .in Britain (to paraphrase 
Mao Zedong). 

:- The laws of dialectical 'de'vel,opment make any detailed 
prediction of exact plans for the future idealist. In advancing 

'· the principles inherent in the Free National Development 
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:>"tanco, lliO r~coc;niso that our theoretical undorstand:l.ng and 
analjsis : \Jill be cone r.10re specii'ic: profound and detailed 
as it in ;subject to the corrective of practice. This is to 
be expected if our efforts arc to be rooted in ~n obj~ctive 
and histqz:ical analysis of the·. contradictions that are 
confronted in the on-going devblopnent of working class and 
national ·ainoritics' struggles. Those whose theory <;1-nd 
practice of revolut-ion are little _!!lore than a do·ema present 
the case that the national question r.tust always be s~t)P. -. as 
subsidiary to the cau::;e of re.,~olution. -Dut they are~, answering 
tho \lroog question . 

.As an organisation the L~uc;ue .does not rocanticise or-be
little the : tn.sks before us. _ Incpreaching, sermon like 1 
llo:,rkers unity, the arguoeut _of tort conccntra tes exclusively 
011 the use of racism to <li vi<;le - t~lC working class or on the 
racist ideas of l>lhi te \Wrkcrs, · reducing tho struggle for 
\Wrldng class unity to oi tl:J.or se.lf - interest or a liberal 
appeal to conscience and uoraJ_-i ty. In doing either tho 
revolutionary thrust 'of nat'ionf:i.l r.linority struggles _ i~.-;__;. 
denied. - -- - - - ·, ;~;:_:.D.:.· 

The appeal to help tho "wtderpri vile god minori tie:s 11 ;__;,~.).·. 
reinfo rces the approach that national rainori ties shoul4.:~~::; 
uplifted into tho Ciainstre.an labour r.1ovenentt that isi . tr.~de 
unions. Dut for practical reasons alonc 1 a working class ! .. : 
inuued with the prej'udiceo of _chauvinist patriotism and __ . __ .··1 

racism reqires nore than a few t'orr.tulas on workers uni t:Y • :·;: 
Such an appeal · blurs over tho differences bet\Jeen thE!_ ,-~ 

working class and nationai oin~rities. And in doing so 
side--steps the historical nocessi ty involved: the richt of 
the nul ti-na tional \Wrking class to be f'rco of na tionnl as 
well as class opprc:.wion·. This · is a demand that has been 
developed in nur.terous ::;truc;gles, on the initiative of the · 
national rninori t:y -people themsolven. To exclude ' this demand' 
from the revolutionary programne is a fatal : .. act of chativiiilsm. 

Part o-f' what is at stake in the struggle agains racism ~:-· 
is the tini ty of tho raul ti-national \Wrkint? . class. This _'' 
unity can only be bui::!. t by addressJ_n~ th(( contradictions : 
l'lithin the clans, th.~ resolution of whic~ -- is the .; recogru>tior( 
by \~hi to national r:mjori ty of the right of the oppressed '·:.-: · 
national oinof-itics and support for their just n-'~r--'anas : ·r·:·-J _~-

A consistent el.onent in the · poli ticai consciousness alia ;( 
activity· of black national ninorities in Dri tain .• is -their· 
involvement with the otrugeles of their countries of ;.o:rigih; . ~. 
witness tho deuou.Dtration:; ·of Southall's Sikhs at the - assn~si~ 

_nation of Ganclhi 1 th~ vot·e fm.· Kashmiri defendants in _-::·· .-
Dirr.tingharn 's local elections and the composition of those 
who demonst'i:·ated at th~ U.S~ invasion of Grenada. Such a 
point ,need not be laboured .when so Hany national minority 
communities contain nunerous specific organisations base~ on 
nationality. These .national eleoents are also reflected in 
so cany i:Jtrum~lcr., not· just aaainst state racism, but in 
relation t o deunnds concerned l~i th their own culture and 
language: for instance, Hastafarian prison rights, black 
educational 0riontati,:,n in schools, mother tougue teaching. 
( s eo National Freedom CLASS . S'!'HUGGLE 't. 5 May 1 9B J) . 

Superficially these clononts, and their national character 

:, 



are recognised in the article in 'Revolutionary Communist 9' when it states that: 

"The racism and racial oppression within Britain today is a particularly form of imperialist 

oppression. It is the form taken by national oppression within the oppressor nation. "(RC p.lO) 

This early recognition does not permeate the entire analysis and indeed is gradually diluted until we 

are informed that national oppression is reproduced in the imperialist heartland by "the ruling class 

encouragement of discrimination" p.22 

In employing a conceptual approach that recognises that-

"The oppression of nations is reproduced within the imperialist state as racial oppression" (p.ll), 

But then shrinking from accepting the political consequences which that entails, the articles fails to 

provide the clarity necessary for advance. 

"A RACIALLY OPPRESSED SECTION OF THE WORKING CLASS" 

Throughout the article it is clear that, despite the definitions employed, its authors use a deductive 

reasoning which channels the analysis to a priori principles rather than a study and analysis which 

results in the development of principles and premises. Take the RCG's use of the term 'black and 

immigrant workers' throughout its publications; the avoidance of the term 'national minorities' is 

not a matter of semantic niceties, it reflects a basic theoretical position. Quite clearly the RCG 

ascribes to black people in Britain a particular functional role in the domestic labour market. A great 

deal of empirical data is used in a mechanical fashion to assert the existence of "a special, super 

oppressed section of the working class" (p.25), that is, black people in Britain occupying a class 

position with a distinctive set of economic functions. Thus 

"Racial oppression has forced black people to occupy the worst jobs, the lowest paid jobs, the worst 

conditions, shift work etc. and racial oppression is used to keep black workers in these sectors." 

(p38) 

The RCG's article, for all its detail and polemics, does not make a qualitative break from the view 

which reduces the solution to that of uniting two class fractions. As its authors spell out, they see the 

situation that 

"while one section of the working class- black and immigrant workers- face discrimination, face 

racist assault and face the state's attack, the other section- white workers- has not yet come to 

their assistance. This means the disunity, the splitting of the working class." (p.43) 

The political basis for the unity of the class proves to be little more than a rehash of the traditional 

recipe of the English left. Its core is in the line that in the 



r 
struggle .-for · an anti-racist Wlity as part of building, , 
tho grnater . Wlity of th~ . \!iorking class for socia~ist re~
olution, it is solely . as ·wi>rkers that blaclc pGople. :seek 
libera.tion: equality and · fuil ' <\emocratic rights to .obtain 
an e~ucation, got a job and auve a decent living • 

. 1 !' 

However the facts do not · f'i t tlli.s argument as· ·neatly 
as some would '"ant us to believe. It is not true that 
national · minorities' struggles are imctediately .and dir.:.. 
ectly · bOWld up ld th the strugBlee of the working class. · 
Th~ .struggle against natioi1al oppression in Hritain is 
a movement of r.:iany classes, a reflection of the objective 
position and experience of' national minorit-ies in this 
coWl try • .. There are specific commtlili ty struggles that 
cross class boWldaries '"i thin these C!oLUDWli ties, uuch 
as the struggle :for lslaoic provisions in education, 
thl!' endeavours to sHnd relief to Poland, and most 
comconly, · the resistance to state deportations. Even 
t'11c industriaiiy based struggles of national minority 

,:"(orke:r.s have not been closely linked with the overall 
' 'struggle of' the working class and labour rnoveLJent 
instituti6rls ·_i"ri :· ,Britain-: , even wl;len .:;Jhared industrial 
condi tiona~ .stich "as ""at Ilatfiel<l' :J , l)rovided a material 
basi~ ·:ror ·wlity in ·struggle. " .. ; . . . . . 

The :dally e~peri.ence . of . petty racist prabtices 
insti tutiortalised . in ,tl.le ntate macliinery 1 arid end- . 
or sed .. by : the Majority · · na tioi~,_li ty .' s individual racism . 
and · indif.'ference1 : is the backgrot.md in relation to . 
which ~ - Jmtional minority . ooriDuni ties often have a 
grea;ter- degree of tini ty and . soiidai'i ty - in spite of 
class: antagpf+ism · - thiUl national m:inori ty workers ' 
have \dth class. · brothers ruid sisters in the dominant ' ' 
nationality. National oprteosioil acts to weld comm-
Wli ties together in resistance against that opp-
ression. The RCG. position, in cor.unon with the vast 
najority. of the political left 1 avoids any consider-· 
ation of the specific oppression which was previously 
identified as the .. . reproduction of national opp~ess:i,.op~ 
The cardinal question that ·national oppression is tlj.:e . 
bourge(l:isie 's . _systematic suppression of nationali t:lo~ : 
- econooically~ politically, socially and ideologic-' · -. 
ally - . · is nc>t . addressed. The RCG' s reply to - .· 

'What do we get from oppressed nations?' 

is. 
'. l' ·. :·: ;; 

· . , "a raciallv oppressed utratUl'l of the working cla.~f' 
(p.;31) ., ' 

This · trruis:formation is achieved b.y a reasoning , 
that allows t'or the structural w1ity of the· work;i,ng 
class despite_ fractionalisation on the basis of ·ra!ei'al 
oppre$siori.; ::: No trace hero o:f a nutional · ele.~ent to 
impede -

"the real issue facing the uorki:ng class, that of 
building an anti-racist r.1ovor.Jent against the Dri tish 
state. " (p.9) 



ECONOUIC DETEHMINISU 

Ioparting certain opccific characteristics to immigrant labour, 
which is so central to tho acG aualysis 1 is close to perpe
tuating the racial otnreotypc of the''backward" icunigrant, 
l'ii th no forcal education; no kno\tledge of industrial society 
etc. · .. This thcoe runs throueh tho· main soun:es on which the 

• • r, . . . • 

. article drm1s; so l-Je . have tho influential Caotles and: Kosack 
.. · talking of imQierazits cooing frau cor.1r.1uni ties w~th a pre-in

duo trial code of existence in which tho 

" hours and rhythr.ts of work have .been det~rmined by . the 
seasons and the natural needs of plants and animals " (s. 
Castles & I.:ouack, Il::miigrant workorn an<l the cJ.ass structure 
in Western Europe - Oxford University J>ress 1973 p.4J ) 
and the fiction that iMnigrants are unused to forLlal rules, 
and so on. Castles and Konuck 1s analysis defines the · immi
grants empirically; as young1 unac;compnnied men in the· prime 
of their \Wrk:ing li .. res · With the p~rt:icu.:!.ar aiH of earning 
coney aml therefore cheap · for Cnpi tai. . These specific 
characteristicn enable ir~icrants· to be exploited in a 
specific \Jay~ and iLluigrant .:!.abour is seen as somehow 
external to iLiperialisc but nble to contribute to the doC:.Je
stic development of nu. :imperialist econoCiy. The HCG article 
does not; talw on b,,ard the last point . .It recognises that: 

It · t'~rced oU:t of the opprensed nations t>y . the poverty and 
; ,,; , ,st:arvatiou impos.~d by icperia1!so1 immigrant workers and 

·' their desc.endants have becor.1e a super-exploited se'ction 
~ ·c;f '.'the \i~'rking' clnss. ·ny this process imperialism . has 

sown the . seeds of its own .<.leutruction. " ( FRFI 12t: Sept . 
. ·.19th p1 , l . ~ 

Dut it has taken on aflpectD of the Castles & Koaack approach 
in an uncritical llaY. · Uat:i.onal minorities demands . are an · 
c!enent in tho wider clasfl struggle against Capital, but 
they cannot he deduced. siuply froc .tho po~ition of national 

· . mir10ri ties within tho labour process . . · The .~CG article falls 
·' int:o an ocpiricint ' position which detracts from the nature 

of ' the oppres·sion 'to lthich black national. cin9ri ties (along 
with .other national mi~ori tics ) are . subJect •;; . A : crude 
econ'ooic deteroiniuo colours the:!.r analysis as if . a pu·re 
undefiled unit of 1.abour abstracted from the mesh of ,' 
countervailing soc:~al itri'J.uchcos ri.ctuall,y o;ri,sted: theirs 
is ' the acacler.tic · c.}esire f~I:' ·tlle .saracimeos of the statistic. 

The Dritish Left Is . amilj:~is i~ .: coloured by the pre~cri
ptive ·assumption that the 'immiflrant has cnter.ed a class 
poui tion that is obscured .·by the a:tphasis •. on racism. -, 
l3ocause racisr1 is seen as ' 'a functional .utili ty 1 the .means 
to the· realisation o:f ruling clasn interests .- that of: · 
dividing claao forces - the oeans o:f'ta:ck.ling intra-class 
antagonise is seen as a uui ted clnfls o:ffensive against . 
Cnpi tal's rule. ·The distribution of enpllasis throughout 
the HCG's areumont .is on the need for unity because: 



,. . '•; . . ' .• iit~~< ,· .. 
n i' The basi·s ... for creating retil j)oli tical unity is the recogn ... 
i'tion that the \Wrl<inc; class ·the· oppressed people in i.Jri tain 
1iave [~ cor.icon interest in overthro,d.ilg the Dri tis' imperialist 
siate. " (nc 9 p43 ) 

. ! 

This finds expression ·in the slocan 'one struggle one 
fight 1 · icp!jnr.: a conveq~ence of struggles. · "Thus · the RCG 
analysis remair§ in the left's franm1ork that either liquidates 

·-':>.·.. the notional elerient . in national r.tinori ty struggles dr tries 
to portray it a~ realiy a clasn ·ntrUggle for socialise. 

)· This theoretical model fa~ls in error on many vital issues 1 
:\· · antl~ t'hro.ugh a ttnrro\J ecotlbcistic :i.nterprctntion1 seriously 

:fails ·'t() challenge the ideo.!.ogical heccmony ' of ir!lperialism. 
·.; 

. . 

The general s trri tegic thesis on the funclar..tental 'contradi
ction between Capital · and Labour is not ropiaced by · the 
c<.lntra<iictia·zi lwtweer{ the hational minorities and dor.tinant 
nationality in D:d: tait'i.. Doth of these contradictions arose 
out o"£ the devolopi:lent of i~apcrialinr.t as a Horld system, and 
one should not sever tile inter-cozmectiorts" 

A diaiectical matc"rialist appraisal of these ·contradictions 
does not pdsit a fra~tured picture of the reality of 
inperialist exploitation. The con,iuncture of class strue;gle 
can no longer validly be analysed or understood by looking 
at the internal econocic \·Jorkines or socia~ formations of a 
specific society 'but r.mst he ntudied at the :global level of 
'the imperialint world nyst01:.t. Defining racism in' term of 

.r the function perfo:rrned for the · do~entic ictperialist econoe1y 
lone::; 'sight of the fact that racis'n dcvelop~cl as, . and still 
renains 1 tho ideolocicnl concomitant of imp~rialism•s 
oppression of putions. 

'.' .!o .i 

.. For n~tional rninor~.t~r people "in this imperialist· -~society, 
racial oppresnion is the higest a...J.d oost vicious · forr.1· of 
'·: I ! . . . . ' ; ' , - •· , 

~htional opl>rension. . It is not DCi)arate from national oppres-
~{on- it:L.s "i.nti&lately .b9uhd up with it and cons'equ~ntially 

. ·:.requires ~he re~·o;l\lt:fon of the national quQ,stion as '.the basis 
f:.~.fQl~ it~ rcp.oval '. 'If' ~he questio,n is posed' whether c,lass 

oppression precedes racist qppresnion as th~ determh:d.IJ.C 
f~ctor, . it , is a · 'c()()d chance that one seeks an ans\iez:': ,1'-'.aich 
cri,n pro.:ve:" b'oth arbitrary and I.J.Utunlly exclusive. , , Th~t3 is 
fi:Ue" for 'those vhq l'Jish. to invoke thei~ des'ired conclusion 
which too oft"On puq)orts a clasn consciouml.cns devoid of the 
racist· reality of . Dritain. It gives ~10 indication of a need 
for quali t~ti ve nipt1~re. with the opportunist. practices, the 
virus . of _c.ul tural : . s~~.prernacy and national arrocanco entendered 
by over .a century of - Dritish inperialist rule. Such . a one 
uioeusionaL 'wor~;:erist' approach is essentially mi. a~r;ul!lent 
based on. the_pr~mise t,hat national minority . oppression is 
a result o:f . the- . · function and position of t .he national 
minoritiof_l : W,;i,.,thi.n the labour oarket. Conspious acti;ists in 
class battieQ' ~ ·.·i~. , con:fronting ~he reality .ot' a decaying 
ir:tperialist ·society such as uurs 1 reco~nise that a bre<ik from 
such an analysis is a task specified by the needs of' revolu
tioary advance .• The fetish of fitting all phenomena 
-w:!.thin the parar.~eters of the Labour/Capital contradiction 



,. 

leads the RCG tu orudi~ate the apecific oppression of black 
people anG.1 in pra·c~~ce 11 • to portray it as part of a general.: 
uffei1si ve against .- dcr.to<::ratic rightB . . As the. ·article in 
' Revolutionary Conr.n:iilist ' 9 argues' 'the ruling class 

11 hus lmmched' .a syBtonatic offensive against this oppres
sed Bectiono:f the working class. · To achieve success in their 
air.J of defeating black an<l ir..migrant \IOrkers the :Uri tish 

. · capita.listo are relying on there being no united \'lorkincr 
class · struggle ac;ainat raciom .• ;. '. If they succeed in that 

., aiu · they_ ldll be capable of clisuni tine the working class 
.struggle and . Bo lay the basis for -defeatinG the whole working 

·. c'lass ·. 11 ( .HC 9 p4J ) 

THE · DLACK V Al~GUAH.D 

Seeing : only a · str.atemr :for tho ;rulinr; class to pick .one section 
off ·at a tioe, the racint \'ledge in \lUrking class tihi'ty is 
the RCG'o principa! co~llnint 1 - ~nphanised throughout the 

· article. Such a line nec;c.tes any intrinsic value or '.autonomy 
in the ntrugglc fur national rights. Su~h national 'minority 
st'ruggles are seen as inportant becaus'c thc·y ·can be ut,ilizecl 
in radicalizing the uhito workine; · claHs 1 as FHFI has s 'tated., 
" it is they~ the black vanguard, lihdsc experience and 
exauplo ·will explain the issues to th.c . rest of the working 
class. n · ( FHFI ) No. h 
The revolutionary Cor.1r:mniot Group \·/Ould have seemed to have 
progressed a long \vay ±~ron their :founding statement ot- ' 

· October 1 974 with i tn aingle ncntion of "ir~igrant labour" 
·( our · tasks and Methods Hevolutionary Co.r.ununist Reprints 
Nu. I~ RCT August 1979 p11 ) Dut the enphasis placed on 
those leaot implicatod · in tho old.· traditions reflects the 
RCG's birth uarks; as the Revolutionary Opposition, inside 
I.S. (now S.l'T.P). J."ar fron restitig · dn · the economic determi
nist _baais thut ' colo•.1rn tho RCG~n perspective: tho line '\-Tith 

· i..;ega~d with 'youg . ,b.lnck \:lUrkers could ~c mistaken for the 
_:inverse o:f the .·conc!unions of bourgeois . criminal sociology 
llith its alnost pathological fear of f>treet unrest. 

_ In its endeavours to det'cnd l'rorl::itig class unity aeainst 
bourgeois rui.cl separatist ideologies$ . . :t ·h.e article paves . t~; 
\'lay for ignoring ~ny commni ty rcsponl:J-'q_i and t'he specific '.~, 
oppression of' 'national J;tinori ty cor.1mli4;i. ties~ ' ' It refuses,'. :tjo 
sec national :minority = ~o,ople in any -co,rttext qthor ; thaf?,, ~s ... 
'advanced workers-'. • A '·11ricc exaup1e 'O"f· this \~pprba'ch '~as,,_., .. 
contained in FHFI 'n· rep(}rtfi:C:C on the l.llack Pe.ople ·'· s ':bay of. : 
Action ·(FRFI · 9 . MQ.r~h/Ain~il 1981 ) • HealllineQ. ., ,t.lJlack Woi'ke~s : 
on the March·; the . \report concluded: · u Al.l t .rue, 1revolu tionaries 
and comr.ilu:hiots \dll ' see tho resintancie .{)f the youth as a 
splendid exauivle ot~ rt~vol.utionary work'ing _ cJ.ass ~ m·eans df: 
fighting oppression. ~ -~·Far from nee·ling to' q~,qqse 1 ·' it we 
rejoice that one snct·ion of tho \'JOrkin(!; cl,a~a in '•On the road 
to revolution." (FRFT 9 p5) The trans:(d-rr.iation in terminol~gy 
to proxy victoricn of,\ black workers 1 nay bl~·c¥: youth 1 ·riehting 
as the vangUard o:f tlle : class Dingles: 'out . Oll~ . setion Of national 
ninori ty connuni tins· ·althouGh the out;ire co6muni ties are 
o:ffected by the national opprossioi.l inposo\:I ,by · an imperialist 
state. :· • •. ;• · · · · · · 

. ' ~ ' 
Not content llith arguing that the fundamental class 

character of . nation<.tl ninority ntrugclcs ster.as from the ov<..,r-



whelming l/Orking class cor:tposi tion of those communi ties, the 
HCG article argues that lJlack people have utilized ·more 
advan~cd formt; of claso struggle und broken lli th respectalJle 
political tradition. It is part of a process that ~resents 
the case that the c~ass denands of b!acl~ people {!) are 
re"v'c)lutinnary and that thoir national denands are not. 
Thio neatly <.lovetailswitli tho HCG's analysis of a labour 
aristocracy in Drituin ( a position stated in D.Reed's 
re~'tatenent of Lenin's position in FHFI 27 ·, t-larcll19GJ : 
" Marx. and Engels : tlw Lauour aristocracy., opportunism and 

· the Dri~ish Lauour Uovoment " ), with its uecllanical adoption 
ot' Lenirt 1 s advic,e n to go ·1m10r and. deeper to the real masses 
... not affectcQ. hy 'bourgeois respectability' "· The 
trecendoun potential of the working class for change has 
been cripvled by decades o:f class collaboration1 and divisions 
within the class are givnn proo:i.nence by the RCG. Indeed, 
the polarisation ot' class forces " betweon the privileged 
strato. of the \JOrking clans on one side and the £rowing 
railks of opproose<.l liOrlcers on the other . " { Fl1FI 33 Oct .j 
Nov. 1903) io ever present in their analysis. However in 
th(i a~plication of this understanding the HCG identify the 

: revol~tionary potential of black people a~ that emanating 
: · fr~m their otatuo as lJOrl::ors, or core specifically as 
· "pe·ople: c)f rto property" : the tiner.tployed, · the youth elements 
i caking up the van{!uar<.l that will drml in other sections. 

'Tho English left , .s trndi tiona~ cocmi tment to specific striie
gles have contained a dortinant e.lecent, an ansessr,tent of that 
struggle's relative social utility. For the RCG : ·. 
" The only revolutionary strategy today is to work , among 

the most oppreonecl sections of the .working: class to build 
an anti-imperialist, anti-racist movemont uh:i.ch can 

'· · destroy . the ·influence of the labour aristocracy over the 
llorking class. as a \/hole. " ll'llii'I JJ ) 

'\J•~: : ' ·' . . . 

., .. CLASS STi~UCTURE . 01<' UATIOUAL l1IN0l1ITIES 
.. ~ . 

The C'lrticlc 's judgcoent that r.ational minorities ' have 
beon in general integrated into ·the nocial relations of 
production in thQ D;r-itish class .structure avoiG.s acknowledg
ing · that tU.cir relations l1i th the r.tnjori ty nationality 
rocair both diutant and cenerally uneasy. The marginalisn
tion: of' natioual . minorities by a"bourceois definition of 

· '· " etlmici ty it has provided an ~lternative, but equally 
reactionary se-t; ot' racist stereotypes -which reduces . the 

. ·na tiona! OPllression of dynar,liC cornr:tuni ties to the noed . 
for :i.tn' equal ritr,hts' policy. · 

,. . . ... 

r · The .article er.1phas~seH tlle ·state's atteCJ.:[)ts ~o .b~y · off 
·middle class· nembers of the na tiona! minorities / T:tie ' 
atter.lpt to ·subvert resistance iuto organized :charu1e1s'·' 'o.f 
COI.lplaiht by provision of state-funded resources to cultivate 
allegiances ·is in<.leod .n dangorous theat to the solfctari.ty 
of' a.ri anti.:..racist resintance not only that lJasec.l iu: mitional 
ninority',·orf.anisations but,: a.lso that of the proclaimed anti
racists in tllc dor.1inant nationality A The · attention paid. 
to indi.vidunis· co-opted by the statu as "spokemen" r to act 

:f . ' ' 

-· i 

' ., 



~s "professional Moderators of the Htruggle" ' · as they are 
described in the RCG Manil~esto, underplays the resisil.nce to 
national. oppression as a naterial social forcB. The intention 
of the British s'tate to create ·a black professional r~li.ddle .. 
class 1 to create an illterest i.n the imperialist system ; 
comes Up aeainst the racist reality that hemR .in any advance : 
the Stnte could not provide enough uubsidies or eraployment to · 
defusu the resistance to state rncis~. As tha~ ~ppressturi . 
increases, more and more ~~re . draun into the struggl~ ! agairist .. J.t. 

- ~~~~s ' ~1ffe~ent±~ ti~n· ~~thin 'nu t~o~~~-l mi~ority : ~-offimuni.fi~s 
is expected . ; lnit rel'ererice to the ' disproportiol~ate number of· ' 
mid~le .· class Vfml!ligrant meohers of the ' Executive .COLIDli ttee's ' (He 9 
p29} of . ORCs is hardly evidonce o:f any S<n:,ious consideration of the 
interactiqn of classes ld thin the na t.ional i.tinori ty · coLlr.lurii ties. 
The ,cotipp.s.1tion o.f ·a ; "ut>eci.a:&. and . opi)ressed stratum within .· 
the \1ovki1lg .class" · ·is "one 'dt'mJ·n · fror.) 'skilled a 'rie unskilled 
urban ;.·- wo,rlcers: agr:'_cu'ltural labourern, middle p~asants . and _ poor 
peasa:nts • . This• :is lost :in ; the ·cafch-all reierence to "Black 
and Ir..u.tigrant workers 11 • .In terms of r1igraut l.ubour froci the 
"New Commonlwal th" 7 the unskilled category U -was abolished by ( 
the 1965 white :Paper, whilst vouchers :tor . other c&tego"ries 
containing doctors 1 t(~achers 2 technological graduC\tes etc: •.. were 
increased, · crear-1ine off' the skilled: anti ' 'p'rof£!ssioncits, . fro~ .- ;the 
Third Uorld. · .. · · · · · · 

.... 
The existence · of tli:t~ferent socio.;_econofuic posi tio~s is a · 

feature · ot' national·. Ninori.ty COtillrtU.llj_ ties, and . it i_5 evident;', that 
the struggle · 1~-or leadership of" these co'mmuiliti:ef::l. does involve , . 
different· . class forces· ~ Ho.we"e'f ·since there is a d .is t .inct .fraction 
of petty-bourgeois ·capital that nrose partlY,-': ~u·t .. oi th~ ·~pec-:~fic 
needs of.· such cor10luni ties, what should al~o ·he· ackn<)lilede~d .J,s .J that 
it has not . been successftil in enter.ii.lg ·nri t:lsn Imp~rialism' s -11 : · 

stronghold of wealth 1 to 'exercise SQciai ' p<)wer ~ver:: the, national 
cinori~cy \lUrking elass, let ' aic)nc ' the wor.king class as a ; wll.oie. 
In llritain.'s racist society, ·· in wp_ich racismmis. ~ a1id . remains an 
element in the construction of n class .alliance (however t.r~nsitory) 
the shopkeeper, sr'lalJ_ rnanufactur~r, food importer, ,and ~ religious 
hierarchy have joined in defence o:f their. coHmuni t,ies. '.?hi.s 
i'U3pi te of the contradictions .within that co.mm.uni ty . . . ,This .is 
deMonstrated time after tir.1e in anti-deportation ca1:1paigns, . :, 
and even though no one ;is protected · by the.tr class · p(),sitiori . 
if they are .from : a nati-onal m~nori ty 'comniuni~y-1 the. ReG, .. along 
with the ·rest of the · Dritish Left 1 r.mintains. · that illlligratioii:. 
cont.ro1s "i;~hils·t inherently racist 1 is one' of, tlle major .ways . . . ' . . . . . . ' . 

" by.
1

which 'the :state ' canipulates and controls · this section 
of· the working class" : (He 9 p1 8) _ . , .. 

The asswapti.on: of an cnti ty termed i'black anc.l immigrant · i~bour" 
totally devalues the ex.is tence o:f · ha tional miri.ori'ty·· cor.;tcimi tie.s · 
with' dif'f()rent du'ra ti.on of' settler.:1ent 1 g:cogr~p~ic . c'oncentration1 
gen(;rati'onal structur~s etc.' · ' · · · · · · 

Ill the RCG' s · ~XllJDiriati.on ' ot~ .. imt·ligrat:iou; ··. Peoplo from · 
the Thir.d World are 'given a 'very .ahistorical . treatrnent. They 
are presented without a histo'ry or suggestion'.uf ' C.<)ntinu~j;y. 

' ~ '• ' .. ' 

. . , •') 



·' . ;· .. . ~ ~~. 

\'lhat is mi~sing : a~e- those :i ·mportant · dimensions ' o.f an anti
i.mperialir;t · history hnd : culture ·. ' The concept . of . a lon£" 
inUC:pcndent llint6 ricaJ: · tradition of national roinori ty re-: .. · 
sistancie_'' in 'anti-colon:~alist struggles, providiing an in
spiratiot'l' ·for · struggles in nr:itain is, absent ,. ;_n- the RCG 1 s 
undcrs ti'aridi.ne. Instead national minori tics 1 . :particul~ly 
the youth " showec.~ Gpontaneous anti-imperialist consciousness" 
(FRFt~ r4 ·· p3 ) . - Tho lack of' oven pas-sing reference t _o - third 
Uorld Thoor·etical or poli ticctl traditions; · as :·· ,provic~ing any 
holi tical· ,b;'lsiS reflects I10re thnn just R pasising contbmpt:_-

., ; , . ~ . . , . ! .1 • • , ·' .=~ .~ •. •. . : . ~ l I ' 

.~ ·.; 

PERPETUA.TION 01<' RACISU • .• ·1 

S:i..n~c , tho aid-sixties ir.11:1igra tion controls J?.ave been 
ove1"'\~heluingly tarc~eted upon the i'lmi of' depertdnnts: The ::. 
1 965 TUC General Council report expressed. con~~rn about 1 . .J : 

the nunLHrs o f Noll Comnonllealth Ionip,rants bec'ause- ,:w. 
" ..• progress towards their integration is in :some> ; a.spe~ts . 
being revcrned un the numbern l>ccon.e larc;e eJlough .·to con~-

nti tute an extenSion of' their prcvi·ous enviro_rnents and ·lead _ 
towards their ner.tl.encnt no a ncrics of' cor.muni ties. · 11 •. ; 

(Hilus H & Phizakolua A. - the TUC, Dlack Workers & New 
Comnormealth Immigration 1954-73 ·: siUW.- paper -6 .1977 p17) 
That 'reactionary concern to pror.tote :assinilation ·has found · 
its .:culi,o ·' in tho Left 1 :3 at ti tll(lc that it . :is a .un:j.. ted c~ass . · 

.. .' 9f':l'ei1s::ive against Capital that will end all ·· ·mauif'estutions 
._. 1:'9f' .l;'~~isci~ To state that there is ."a dintinct ;. oppressc<l 

,. ,.! ; strat,t,m" ' \HC :-9 -p42) and then oft'er - no speci:t7iq, rewedy other 
than· .unitE:~ and fight against a coOClc)n cncAy .of : an imperialist 
bour~~·ois:.e -and its - state fails to grasp j;hc · na1;urc of' :t~e 
task facing coLlfi}unists in Dri tain . .. Not ~6 rccoe.nize the . 
nn tiona! ' demands of' OI)pressect na tionali tics is :t;·a . berpctua te 
the chauvinisGi · that has perpetually crippled the. re-volution-. ·. 

• . f • 

o:ry r.wveucntB . in the · ir.tperialist countries. . There is no . 
understanding that tho \'lorking class of an oplh·.css(~f .. tiati <;- - -.~ 
a workine class that has been Hnlistecl in the .·p 'roce'ss . of' ' the 
~mbjueatiou and dcprec ~a ;ion of the oppressed nati6:u. . ' .. 

I . . . . . . :: 

'Thc··oain essence of -racism is not that ' j_t __ ,.di~ict~k n :: 
nultinationttl \'Wrldng ' class (l'lhich is eopiri~aliy COr~ect)~ 
but that it was directed prinarily at the subordina-te' classes 
in . ,the oppreseyor nations and hns been a major contributi~n 
to the ideolocical basis for workirig class oupport ; of. · 
iuperialism. The al!.iance, however. tcr.1porary 1 shifting · 

. and contracli~tory 1 between the claases of' the oppre~sor . 
ruiti9n directed ' against the ' oppresne<l nationaliti:es : h<;w ·-been 
presented in. · the . 1 national interest,. ue it agains't rolish 

' refu(~~es in the ' aft erma tll o1' . the Second l-lorld Wor or the ' 
acceptance of expelled KerY an Asians. \lhil~ · ; it is true 
that the Labour Ariotocracy has been renponsable for the 
strentitheninf,' of' ' chauvinism nnong the working class 1 with 
Lahour' s · a 'cconoda tion ·to the uevclopmen t · of Dri tnin 1 s ! . 1 ; . 

iruperihiis t' · ecnriocy'j · 'the Loft has consistently: seen this · as 
au all-embracine explanation and avoided the need to confront 
the racist and pro-ir.tperialist ideology of' the inajori ty 
working class. 

,. ' 



The recognition of :this raci:->t class sycbiosis in terms 
of an acquiescence nloncside a fi s;i.mul1;;rmcous}:y, antaeonistic 
relationship betlJOcn cnpi tal and labour is not to •wri te off 1 

the \lorking class or it~ p()tuntia! .for revolutionary advance 
The ideological p~~mcatiori o.f the ·working claos exists, 
brought/ a'Pout by ail i.Clperia.l:."st history anrt has its effects 
upon iri.:ternal ·political relations ·. Uorkine class struggle 
·i 's , a~re~<\y <l~v~acd:. nu:t;ual rccoeni tion of' compl~~~.~tary 
st'r~ggles llil:l' advance freedor:l f1'0L1 oppression. < ~·-siwply to 
adkert that ·black people. arc pn.'rt of the class do-es not 

. . . . , . ·• . ' . . ·'' I .. 
rosu). t · in ' the 1wrkifig class becoming a uniforo w1iole .. In 
fact ' it avoidf! tackl::i.ng: any . qucstion of the basis on which 
principled and effective unity 'is to be built between the 
oajority workinc clans and its uu:Jt reliable allies, the 
natienal minority in Dritain. This is to coasculate 
Har;cisn as a science of revo).ution, to recove it from the 
realm of tne practice of revolution and strip it of its 
ability tu · serve ns · o · reliable guido .t() the revolutionary 
process in Dr.itain. The unity of theoryand practice is best 

.J sei•ved not by arcuing i:tgninst the role of class, but by 
_appreciatine the c1.ialectical force of national minorities 
in Drituin ns ·cxprcsoucl .:.n the 'Class. Struggle' editorial 

· of Septecber 1'98.2: 

11 Noll the l'lorld crifiis is "bring it all buck hcllae" ·and 
these world phenomena are inplodea with increasing 
force into the inperialist countries themseJ,.ves. " 

•. • j 

The irnportmico of the revolutionary nature of the 
national queBtion in Britain ,finds no Bignificance in an 
article which takes as i tn base assuc_~ion a sophisticated 
variant of a lJidely held view on tho Left 1 ,that ·of an 
automatic structural unity of the lWrkinc, clas.s in spite 
of factionalisati~n based upon raGial oppression n achieved 
by the ruling cla.ss encourngr.tent ot: discrimination" (RC 9 
p22). . 

. 
NJ.~.TIONla.L OE•:~HESSION i1.ND SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

. .. 
· " The struggle of the oppressed nationalities .against tho 
British . state~ in eoscnce, can only be , resolved,· tllrough 
socialist rcvolutiOli, because national : <,lpprcssion , is ' .an 

· il.Lherent foatur'e of iuperialiso existence .and :can . only be 
elioiriated l'Jith the systcc1a1estruction. · The historical 
exaopie of socialist Chimt · and revoJ_utionary Soviet Union 
in Lenin's and Stalin's tir.1e have shown that socialist 

·· revolution openo the way to the liberation of pcgpies and 
equality betlleefl national:. tiet.J. Lessons are . to · b·~ l ;earnt 
although speculation ahout the na:ture of the p()St :':revolu
tionary · state is po~loso ~ What nust he clear j,s the 
need for a terri tori.hl couponent. 'i'he lihole quest.:i.on of 
national opprension in Britain is not reducib~e to the 
ri{_~ht for provioion~ and l.~:i.Ghts .in oduca tion1- language and 
culture etc. It nust cncqppass a.ll local questions concer
ning the arcan of nationn;: ' r.iinority concentration. 
The· strategic alliance· ll'itJ, not cooe froo denying specific 
national eletlents in ri~t:ionnl r:tinority resistance, hut by 



recognizing them ao \Jorthy. and pooi ti vo factors. 

- · There is tl.groeuent with the HCG article that "the 
~ struggle against ro.c:!.su, tho defence of black people must 
·; .. ·be a · necessary and i-ntegral part o:f the strugBle :for 
· oociu.li:3r:t. " · {kC 9 p35 ) lJut it io .1iot .a ·nutter .of the 
· u·,;orking class must de.fcnd thiwc suffering ". (ib,id) :as 
nu tiona! niriority .. comr.lllrii ties have and are ·lh~:fending 

' theosel ves' nor is it tlm t acceptance of the . revol.u tionary 
road be made condi tiona! on joint pn;r-ticipation :.in anti
racist struge;les as :Juggestcd in tho article {HC 9 p30). 

/ ' ·. 
In 'the re-building of a genuine revolutionary communist· 

party in Dritainl . coomuni'st . activity in building the . 
strategic alliance 'io eoocntinl. 
\Jhilc national divisiono a.:tready exist in the work:!.ng class, 
the reconsti t1.1tcc.l oul ti-national coumunist party is not 

· built by siaaohing pre-exiu ting t'ortas of na tiona! minority 
6rganisations 1 arrogafitly t o 'feed off' then. Lecause 

· of the c.liffcring nature nnc.l purpose of national P.tinority 
i· organisations and tho cmlti-nntional cour . .mnist party the. 
autooatic 111ergor of the two should not be tal;:en as read. 
Given tho double opprosoion of national minority working · 
class comrades, both class ami national oppression, they 
have a specific dynaoic role in the forBing of the strate
gic alliance. 
Decausc the forging of this alliance is not s:!.r.tply a 
ma.t tor of s ·trucgle \d thin the raul ti~national working class 1 
it is essential for a nul ti-national communi,st part:t to 
build tho alliance··bctwcen the llorking class and national 
uinoritjresl and tb tiuil<.l working .class unity. as a p;r'edo~;~inant 
eler.10rit. Communists oust unite in action \~:ith national ' · 
min.ority orgahisations regardless of whether any one 
national· oinority organisation \d thin that alliance is 
coru:1unist lou. 

CoClCluniStf.l froo tho ci.ouinnnt nntiona1i~y have the 
price responsibili t~r for taking up the struggle against 

· . rncisr:t in tho \-torlc:ing class nnd ldnning t:t~u class . to 
support tho national rights of national min.or.i ties •. 
while the tendency to tni.l after national oinority natio
nalise L"lay or:ierge as a uain c!.eviation a,t times 1 a devi- ' 
ation to be -cdrrected, tliu opposite tendency to tai.l after 
the deep rooted chauvinism and liquidate the national 
oleuent is overall the r.min danger to coubr t • The danger 
of narrow natioualisn, as c vohi~le to cstaolish an 
exploitative dominance within national cinority colllflunities 
noans that tho reaponsability to fight such bourgeois · 
nati<mal:isCt lies ld th national minority cocrades. 

Today's cmbrtonic coruJunist forces can only strengthen 
their grasp of the rec1uirccents of tho revolutionary · strug
gle through integratiurr narxiso~J,~ninisCt with concrete :· 
conditions. ' The procoos of tho rectification of past 
]!.urn-centric practice ifS nut just a readjustnent, o.r 
reorientation, it iu participation in constructing genuine 



anti-imperialist politics (Jn the basis of Harxism-Leninism. · 
The lone; stubhorn an<l ruthlcsti stru{!gle against opportunism, 
reformisr.1, social chnuvinisc1 ~exi,sm1 racisr4 arid all 
icperialist irlcologiea ·is on\3 o:( the necessn:ry icond~ions 
fot· preparing tpe prolo:t;ariat fbr ·its victory. It ·fuay 

't involve on the road to state pOller mistal~es an~ c!eviationist 
errors. This is not a bad thing : it can only be accomplished 
against the background of revolutionary practice. The 
prouotion ot' free national development is part of the 
procrammatic llork to aid that victory, by recognif>ing that 
the national question crust be considered a part of the 
general advance of the socialist rovolut~on. That consi
deration is absent in the ROO's article "Racism, Iraper:i.alism, 
and the Working Class". 


