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be lleve (a nd \ih lc h the western lead
ers usually ~oncede, but which 

The imposition of military rule in 
Poland shows an attempt to resort 
to open dictatorial means to re solve 
certain contradictions. What a re 
these? A national contradiction 
which is the servitude imposed upon 
Poland and the rest of eastern 
Europe by the USSR and the people's 
struggle against this; and a class 
contradiction, between the broad 
mass of working people and the 
ruling e lite. 

The Solidarity movement in Poland 
represents a great movement by all 
the healthy forces in society to dis
rupt these two forms of oppression: 
hence the react ionary forces, the 
protectors of the status quo~ have 
used armed force against it. This 
come s as no particular surprise to 
Marxist-Leninists, because we recog
nise that the state is an instrumen t 
of v iolence and that the army is the 
principal component of state power. 
Similar methods have bee·n used 
often in the US sphere of i nfluence 
and may well be brought in in the 
big imperialist countries like 
Britain, as, indeed, they already 
have in northern Ireland. Our soli
darity with Solidarity is founded in 
a shared class interest. 

TrlE NEW BOURGEOISIE 

In the Soviet Union and the east 
£u ropea n countries, the group which 
holds power is in essence a bourgeo
s i e. They enjoy an extravagent 
life- style based on a wealth whose 
source can only be the surplus 

v alue produced by the labouring 
popul ation which the. ruling class 
collectively appropriates, shares 
and jealously protects . They are 
d ifierent in many ways from the old 
!Jo .... rgeci sie. :-£ e :- ar-e 

bureaucratic and parasitic two 
characteristics of the era of i mper i
alism developed to extremes in these 
once - socialist countries . In 
Poland's case the economic misman
agement was notorious; hence the 
way Solidarity was drawn into tak 
ing initiativ es (increasingly radical 
ones) in the sphere of economic 
planning and organisation, because 
it was the only force in society 
in which people had confidence. 
rlence the threat to established 
interests, hence the ruling-class 
reflex, the military option . .. 

NATIONAL OPPRESSlO~ 
IN SOVIET ! MP IRE 

But, in a sense, the wealth of the 
ruling class is held on suffrance 
from the overlord, the overall boss 
in the USSR. Politically, militari l y 
and economically, th e pattern of 
affairs is for Soviet interests to 
take first place. 

Politically there are the frequent 
meetings of the Soviet Union and its 
vassals like the recent one to cele
brate Brezhnev ' s birthday in best 
imperial Tsarist style, militaril y 
there is the Warsaw Pact, economic
ally there is COMECON which collec
tively plans the economies of all the 
Soviet-bloc countries and is responsi
Dle for much of the lopsidedness 
and penury suffered by countries pro 
clueing commodities (as in Poland's 
case, coal and foodstuffs) which 
1:1\eir own people cannot enjoy. '~e 
say that the Soviet Union is sociai
im~erialist - it exploits other -coun
tnes economically, uses them as 
pawns in its power-politics and com
pletely denies and opposes the right 
of people to determi ne their own 
destiny. Today Soviet tentacles 
reach into Asia , Africa and Latin 
Arne rica, but nowhere is the socia l -

to 
be the1r sphere of mfluence. 

THE MAlN CON TRADl CTl ON 

ln essence we could say that the 
main character ist ic of the Polish 
ruling class is to be a comprador 
bourgeoisie . This means that the 
contradiction with the Soviet Union 
is in th e l ast analysi s the main on e 
for Pol and. Probab l y the vast 
majority of Poles see it in this 
way . This does not mean that the 
ma in immed iate concern of the revolu-
tionary movement is 
opposing the Soviet 
the demand to 

nece ssari-ly with 
Union. la far-t, 
sett le Poland's 

affairs, free from foreign interfer-
e nce i s rea lly a revolutionary 
national demand, because this is 
precisely the right which the 
Ki·em lin ru lers won't ·concede. 

Wha t the Russians fear and abhor 
most of all is independent worKin g
class initiatives. So in a deeper 
sense the military option is a way 
of protec ting Soviet interests as well 
as those of tne Polish ruling class. 
rlowever, although temporaril y weak -
ened, the Solid arity movement 
already marks ce rtain significant 
victories over the revisionist system 
and, in a way, the imposition of 
martial l aw its e lf reflects thi s fa ct. 
After all, the bourgeoisie prefers to 
rule politica lly: to doff the velvet 
glove and expose the mailed fi st is 
a confession of defea: politically. 

REVISIONIST PARTY IN DISARR AY 

Now the v eneer of democracy has 
been removed. Not on ly Solidarity 
itse lf is suppressed but even the 
official organs of government have 
lost their power' such as the local 
councils, elected by a very falsi fi ed 
'democratic' process, but still in 
certain cases (as in Loaz:- for 
instance) having been drawn into 
co-operating wit h Solidarity to 
improve the people's livelihood. 
The revisionist party itself, which 
at its last congress had been the 
scene of unpreceden ly open d e bate 
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Indeed, what happens i n Po l and 
sr-.ould be solely the concern of the 
Poli sh people , but there is plenty of 
e·1 ideace to suggest that the Soviet 
U. ion i s involved up to its neck, that 
1t has effectively carried out , " an 
l:1V:J..sion by proxy". 

The Soviet Union jealously guards 
11s dominat i on in Eastern Europe and 
above Gll it hates and fears any inde
pt::'ndent working class initiative . So , 
from the stGrt it has been bitterly 
host ile to Solidarity a nd has repeat
edly coerced the Polish l e aders into 
cr"i!cki ng down. Last year, the Central 
:::ornmi ttee of the Soviet P3.rty sent an 
insolent lette"r . to the Centr3.l Com
of the Polish Party in which it 
sttacv.ed t hem for failing to crush the 
r1 Sd1 Pol ish working class . Singled 
out for thinly v e iled thre:;ts were the 
ther1 First Secretary, Kania , and General 
J9ruz <,lski. At the Congress of the 
Soviet Party 13.st year, Brezhnev openly 
vmrned that the Sovi e t Union would not 

n desert II Pol and . There have been 
persistent r e ports that before an 
during the imposition of martial law 
the Commande r of the Warsaw Pact forces 
(a Russian, of course) and the head 
of the KGB we r e in Wars aw . Further
more , it is be li eved that Russi:m 
t roop s a r e operating in Poland we3.ring 
Po lish Army uniforms , and that Polish 
politic3.l pri sone rs h3.ve b e en take n 
to the Soviet Union. 

The i mp osition of martial l a w by 
the Polish regime is doing the Soviet 
Union's dirty work for it. It was the 
13st resort short of all - out inte rven
tion. 

The thre at of Soviet intervention 
is no idl e threat! It sent its troops 
t o invade a nd occupy Czechoslovakia 
in 1968 , 3.ttacked China's Chenpao 
i s l:md in 1969 a nd inva de d Afghanistan 
in 1979 . I t has incited and e ncouraged 
Cuba t o c o mmit aggression in Afr i ca 
(su c h as in Angola and Eritrea) and 
mobilise d Vietnam as the , 11 Cuba of the 
East" to attack and occupy Kampuche a 
and Laos and t o attack China. This 
is the Soviet Un ion's fulfillment of 
the "Bre zhnev Doc t rine ". 

BREZHNEV DOCTRINE 

The term 11 Brezhne v Doctrine 11 was 
coined after t he invasion of 
Czechos lovakia . It was said that one 
11 Soc i a list country 11 had the "right 11 

to invade and occupy another if 
"Social i sm 11 w:1s all eg~dly threatened 
in t hat country. In other words, the 
national independence of countries 
b.:came no more than a plaything in the 
hands of the Kremlin leadership . This 
chauvinist doctrine exposed the fact 
that. the so- called "Socialist camp" 
was nothing other than a Russian 
Empire ! No wonder the Soviet lenders 
laud the foreign pol i.cy of the old 
Tsars which was described by Marx as, 

"Its me thod, its tact.Lcs , its 
m:J.nouvres may change, but the polar 
star of its policy world domi 
nntion - is a fixed s"ta.r. '' 

For ex3mpl~~ E1,ge1s de nounc ed 
Russia's 11 l:ib-sr:1tion' ' of Bulgn.ria as 
a 11 t .s:trist v :triety of 1 i bera.tion", and 
a " conquest under the cover of liber
ation" . Yet the Soviet leaders of 
today stress that, "the Russi3.nS have 
shed much blood to help the Bulgarians 

SOCIALISM AND ~ATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 
gain liberation from the Turkish yoke". 

So , ever since the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, Marxist-Leninists, with 
the Communist Party of China in the 
fore f ront, have described the Soviet 
Union as "Social-imperial ist", that 
is, socialism in words but imperialism 
in deeds . 

These imperialist act i ons, and 
denial of the right of nations to self 
determination, have sullied the image 
of socialism , in particular in the eyes 
of the oppressed peoples and nations. 
No wonder many revolutionary national
ists have regarded Marxism with grave 
suspicion, for example the Provisional 
IRA and the Pan Africanist Congress 
of Azani a in their early, formative 
days, although not today. 

The Yugoslav news agency, Tanjug, 
summed this up well in a commentary 
for the second annive rsary of the 
invasion of Afghanistan. 

''Foreign tanks 3re un3ble to con
solidate a regime which has no firm 
footing in the Afghan Party and does 
not enjoy even a minirr.um of popularity 
and trust among the people . " 

They s aid that the intervention had 
left 3. painful i mpression on Third 
\1orld countries which were "hungry f or 
socialism'' , but soci:J.lism based on 
s o cinl jus t ice and national indepen
de nce and no t on alien power used in 
ali en inte r e sts. 

But is Soviet s ocial imperialism, 
Socialism? Is this all that Socialism 
has to offer? 

No , Soviet social imperialism is 
the opposite of Socialism! And 
genuine Soci:1lists have a long history 
of s t ruggle against chauvinist 
deviations. 

The 
Eduard 
called 
which 

"f.J.ther of revisionism", 
Bernstein, devel oped what he 
a "Socialis t colonial policy", 
he d e scribed in his work , 

"Evolutionary Socialism" as f ollows, 

" Moreover, only a conditional right 
of savages to use the land occupied 
by them can be r ecognised . The higher 
civilisation ultimately can claim a 
higher right." 

This is i n total contradiction with 
the stand taken by Marx who wrote, for 
example , that 

"After occupying myself with the 
Irish question for many years I have 
come to the conclusion that the 
decisive blow aga i ns t the English 
ruling classes cannot be delivered 
in Engl and but only in I rel:1nd ." 

Lenin raised the banner of struggle 
ngJinst r~visionists such as Be rnstein, 
and a fund:1mental part of this was to 
defend the right of nations t o self
d etermination . This had acquired par
ticular i mportance s i nce capital ism 
had now developed to its highest stage, 
that of i mperialism. 

In his work, 
and the right 

"Socialist 
of nations 

determination", Len i n wrote. 

Revolution 
to self 

"Victorious Soc i alism must achieve 
complete democracy and, consequently 
not only bring about complete equality 
of nations, but also give effect to 
the right of oppressed nations to self
determination, i.e. the right of free 
political secession. Socialist parties 
which fail to prove by all their 

activities now, as well as during the 
revolution and after its victory, that 
they will free the enslaved nations 
or establish relat i ons with them on 
the basis of free union - and a free 
union is a lying phrase wihout right 
of secession - such parties would be 
committing treachery to Socialism . " 

Similarly, the great Irish Socialist 
James Connolly, who l e d the Easter 
Rising of 1916 said,· 

"Under a Socialist system, every 
nation will be the supreme arb iter of 
its own destinies, national and inter
national; it will be forced into no 
:1lliance against its will, but will 
have its independence guaranteed and 
its freedom respected by the enlight
e ned self- interest of the socfal 
democracy of the world . " 

And 
ed ition 

writing 
of the 

in the May/June 
Glasgow based 

"Forward" he wrote, 

1911 
paper 

"The internationalism of the future 
will be based upon the free federation 
of free peoples and c annot be realised 
through the subjugation of the smaller 
by the larger political unit." 

These words of the great revo
lutionary teachers, Lenin and Connolly, 
echo down to us today as a st ingi ng 
rebuke to Soviet social imperialism. 

ASIAN COMMUNISM 

The stand of Lenin and Connolly has 
been carri ed forward and de fended by 
the self reliant r evo lutionary Asian 
Communists, such 35 those of China, 
Korea and Kampuchea. For example, 
Socialist Korea has rai sed independenc e 
and s elf reliance into its b:J.sic 
p rogramme, summed up in the Juche idea. 
At the sixth Congress of the Workers' 
Party o f Kore :1, held in 1980, Comrade 
Kim Il Sung explic itly said, 

"All the newly-emerging nations must 
mnintain independence." 

Probably the most graphic and 

tragic example of the conflict 
between the independent and domination
ist "Schools of Socialism" can be seen 
in the conflict between Vietnam and 
Kampuchea. 

The basis for this conflict lies 
in the line of "Indochina Federation" 
which has b een held by the Vietnamese 
Party since its founding (as the 
Communist Party of Indochina) in 1930. 
This line held that because the Viet
namese were the most developed nation 
in Indochina, their struggle for 
socialism was more important than that 
waged by other peoples in the area . 
The line was that Vietnam would win 
its liberation and then come and 
liberate the Kampucheans, Laotians, 
etc. The Vietnamese demanded that 
class struggle not be developed in 
Kampuchea because they needed a secure 
rear base. The Kampucheans had other 
ideas. At every step - even when they 
were ostensible allies - the Kampuchean 
comrades have had to develop t heir 
revolution in the teeth of hostility 
from Vietnam. As they explained in 
1978, 



" The Communi st Party of Kamp uchea 
was born i n an i ndependent revolu t i on
a ry movement, and i t was onl y by 
re l y ing on its own independen t 
revol utionary movement that i t has b e en 
a b l e to have i ts own exper iences, 
whether right or wrong, bitt er or 
stimulating ." 

Today, the r e s ul t s of Vi e tnamese 
ch a uv i n ism a re , that by means of warfare 
o f inde scribabl e b r u tal ity , i nc l uding 
po i son gas, fam i ne and s t arvat ion, some 
three mi ll i on Kamp ucheans have been 
but chere d and the very survival o f 
Kampuchea p l a ced i n jeopardy. 

THE AN TI - REVIS I ONIST MOVEMENT 

The Revolut i onary Commun i st League 
o f Britain, along with many other 
Mar xi s t-Leninist parti e s and organisa
t i ons around the world, h a s been formed 
in d irec t oppos i tion to t he rev i s i oni s t 
part i es such as those of Poland , 
Vietnam a nd th_e Soviet Union . 

The brutal aggress i on of t he Sovi et 
Un i on , and its s atelli tes like Vi e tna m, 
ar i ses f rom , and is the logic al 
consequence o f , the nati ona l' and social 
c hauvin ist e rrors ma de by thes e 
par ties , wh i ch l e d t hem to ignor e t he 
r ight o f n a t i ons to self de term i na t ion . 
De f e nce of the national i ndepe n de nc e 
of a l l countries , of wha teve r soc ial 
s y s t e m, is a fundamen ta l p art of 
genuine c ommunism. Revol u t ion can b e 
ne i t her expor ted or i mpor ted . I t can 
only b e ma de by t h e p e op l e of the 
coun try in question , taking i nt•) 
ac c oun t the i r c oncre t e conditions ·:Jnd 
t r :1ve ll ing down the r oad mos t suited 
to them . 

CHILEAN REVOLUTIONARIES SUPPORT 
POLISH PEOPLE 

Si nce 1973 the p eople of Chile 
na v e known ex actly wh a t it is like'·· 
t o liv e u n C:er a brutal military 
dict a tors h i p . On Sep t ember· 11 of 
th a t year , . the pop ul a r gove r n -
ment o f Dr Allende was overthrown 
by Americ a n - backed gener a ls. 
Unleashing a r e ign of military and 
economic ter r or, the Chilean junt a 
took away a n y and eve r y democra t i c 
rig h t enjoyed b y t he Chilean people . 

"The Chilean peop l e who have 
'' re·ceived great and gene rou s support 

from all peoples, agains t the Pino
chet dictatorship and Ame rican 
imperialism cannot remain indiffe r

·ent, and give full suppor t to t he 
struggle of Polish wo rkers a g a i n s t 
repression and dictatorship . .. 

"T he c ri s is in Pola nd i s a lso a 
p~oduct of the imperialist domin a tion 

._ exe r c i s ed by the Sovie t Union . . . 
One of the ma i n revolutionary · Th ~ Poli sh coup h el ps Pinochet 

organis at ions leadi ng the resistance (C hi le) , Duarte ( El Sa lva dor)
1 

is MAPU. Originally a left wing Mo bu tu (Z a i re) a nd the fasci s t 
te n d ency in t he Ch ristian Democrats; -dictatorship s in t he world ... 
i t eventually b eca me a Marxist - Lenin-
ist org a n i sation . On December 21 '"The force s who t r uly fight fo r 
t he Belgian section of MAPll issued·· ·$ocialisrn oppose equally t he fascis t 
a sta t ement on Pol and. _·repress ion of Pin ochet o r Duarte and 

· '-the Polish fas c ist s d isg u is ed a s com -
It s aid that the Chileans know · 

wh a t it i s l ike t e> suffer a military 
cou p. "Santiago, El Sal vader; 
Wa rs a w, it is the same struggle for 
libe r ty and soci alism . .. " 

The st a temen t desc r ibes the Pol_i_sh 
l eaders as 1 "'Red' Generals, fascists 
d isg ui s ed as socia lis ts or commun
ists." The comrade s said that the 
lef t in the wes t a nd the third world 
mu st r e fl ec t profou n dly on what has 
happe ned in Poland a nd must e x tend 
solidarity to the Poli sh p eop l e. 

munists .- . . 

''The workers 
world , h ave no 
ing a system 
exploitation for 
ts.n:t -~ '!, 

a n d peop les of the 
interest i n exchang 

of pr i vat e capitalist 
one of s t ate c a pital -

For those on t h e le f t who say 
that to oppose Sov ie t impe r ial i sm i s 
to fall into the cam p of Americ a n 
imperi ii lism, the s tat emen t of t he 
Chilean comra de s comes a s a fitting 
response . 

Martial law draws critical comments "It now seems c lt:::lr 
t::1ken by Ru s si3 :1f t~r 
;oracticable for bringing 
l utior1 in the c~ntre~ 
in the West t oday . ,. 

t ha1: the ro::.d 
1917 i ;; not 
a.bout a. r....-:vv

o f c 3f:' i ta l i>;:.: 

The i mposition of brutal military 
rule on the Polish people by the 
Jaruzel s ki j unta has drawn critical 
comment from wide s ections o f the 
internationa l l eft , in particular from 
the Eur ocommun i st parties . Whil st 
they -ha ve no t yet taken the s tep of 
f o rm a lly s e vering Party- to- Par t y r e l a
t ions with t he ruling parti es o f t he 
Warsaw Pac t , par ties suc h as t he 
Communi-st Par ty of I taly , are be i ng 
f orce d fundamen t ally to re- t h ink t he ir 
v iews on the natu r e of these societ i e s. 

Shortly after t he i mposition of mar
t ial law, the Communi s t Pa r ty of Ira l y 
( PCI ) he ld an e mergency meeting o f i ts 
l e ad i ng body . They de noun c ed t h e mi l i
tary takeover and reaffi r med t h e ir 
suppor t t o Solidar i ty . " The PC I 
demands that civil liber t i e s a nd Tra de 
Union f r e edoms be restored ." 

I n a later , 1 7- po int s t ate men t , t he 
PCI t a r ge t t e d the Sov i et Union . 

"The negative we i ght whic h the a tti
tude of the Sov iet Uni on and o ther 
War saw Pact countries has h a d in t he 
c risis has been grea t. 

" There have been serious pres sures , 
unwarranted i nter ferences a nd a hammer
ing pol iti cal and ide olog i cal campaign. 

"Any s e parat i on b e t ween soc ialism 
and democr acy is unacceptable." 

On te l e vis ion, Mr Berlinguer , the 
General Secretary of the PCI, made a 
potenti a lly f ar-reaching sta t e men t . 

"{Wha t happened i n Poland ) l eads us 
to believe that i n effect the dr i v i ng 

force for renewal of soc i ety emanat i ng 
from the Russ ian Revo l uti on , or at 
least in s ome of the s oc ie ties i n 
Eas ter n Europe , is now exhausted ." 

The Sec retar iB t of the Commun i st 
Party o f Sp a i n ( PCE) c ondemned to t ally 
t he mi l it3r y t a keover and " any e x ter
nG.l interventi on11

• 

The h e a d o f t he Inte r ;_3 t i onal Depart
ment of the Commun is t Party of Japan 
( wh i ch f o llows a l i ne s i mil a r t o the 
Eurocommu n i s ts) said : 

"We canno t but f eel pa in and shock 
a t t he inee<cus a bl e measures taken in 
t he n ame of soci a li s m i n s oci a list 
Pol and." 

He c r i t i ci s ed "the i nterventionist 
a tti tude t a k e n by the Soviet Un ion and 
other countri es ," which included 
"threats by s ugges t ing mili t ary inter
ven t ion a s we ll as po litical interven
tionist a c t i ons a nd interventionist 
remarks i n the p r e ss . " 

These devel opments amongst the 
Eur ocommun ist parties which are 
bound to intensify - are welcomed by 
r e volut i onar y c ommuni s ts. They are 
help i ng to unmask the Soviet Union in 
t he eyes of the international working 
c l a s s and t hus aid in isolating Soviet 
soci a l imperialism, the !llost dangerous 
enemy of the peoples of the world. 
But this does not mean that the Euro
communi s ts (or 'at least their leadl'!rs) 
a r e j o ining the ranks of genuine 
communists. In fact, they -are using 
the e vents in Poland to further their 
own b: a nd of revisionism . Berlinguer 
s ummed t his up himself when he said: 

Communists 
r evisioni sts 
Sov i et Un i on 

uni te 
when 
a nd 

with t h e Eur o
thc y critic i s e t he 
s t::. nd f or n::~tion~l 

inde p e nde nc e :md de mocra t ic r i gh ts but 
we wil l not gi ve up struggl i ng ::.gainst 
t he ir own attac ks on the revol uti on ::~ry 

e sse Nc e of Murx i sm. 

IN EASTERN EUROPE 

Wi thin Eastern Europe , opposit i on 
to ma rti a l law has c ome fr om Yugo
s lav i a whi ch i tse lf has a l ong hi6tory 
o f strugg le against Sov i e t hege>mon i sm . 
After the murders of miners in Si l es i n , • 
the Yugoslav News Agency, Tnn jug , S3id : 
s aid: 

"The cru de logic of mart ial law has 
been c onf i rme d i n t he Pol ish case , 
regardless o f the mo ti ves used to 
e xplain its introduc ti on ." 

The paper, Bor ba, said that Po l and 
had once a gain suffere d a national tra 
gedy, a nd the Pol i t i ka Express sa i d : 

"General J aruze1 s k i had promised 
a Polish s oldier would neve r shoot a 
Polish worke r a nd yet he d id s h.oo t a nd 
the bl ood o f the workers was she d on 
behalf of the workers' state ." 

Scinteia, news p:Jpe r of the Commun i s t 
Party of Romania, decl a red thnt 
Poland's problems, t hough of utmost 
complexity and gravity, coul d and 
should be solved by the people a nd t he 
socio-political forces of t h a t 
country. 



Poland's struggle is a struggle for 
nat ional identity . Naturally this 
movement seeks continuity with past 
history. November 11th 1918 is the 
d3te Pol3nd re-emerged as an indepen
dent state in modern times, but until 
the g r eat ch3nges of the last couple 
of years no- one was allowed to refer 
to i t. Last November, just be fore the 
coup , a massive demonstration marked 
the date. The names of the martyrs 
were read, punctuated by a chorus of : 
" They have fallen on the fi e ld of 
honour." 

The tone W3.S overwhelmingly o.nti 
Russian. Why is this so? The 
determin:mt reason is that Soviet 
social-imper ialism oppresses the Polish 
n::~tion today. Subsidiary reasons are : 
firstly t hat, whil e Poland was 
oppressed by other countries, notably 
Swe den and Prussia, the main force i n 
dominating Poland during the eighteen~h 
::1nd nineteenth centuries W3.S Russi3. . 
Secondly, although during the period 
when Russ ia was soci ali s~ the ~3in 

ant i - Polish force was undoub~edly 

Germany, the socialist USSR did ::Jke 
some quite big errors i n h :mdl i ng 
Poland. 

During the eighteenth century Russ ia 
aimed to keep Poland subservient , using 
i t as a bridghead to intervene in We st 
Europe . I t propped up a very reaction
ary social system, to keep Pol and weak. 
Towards the e nd of the century, there 
were three successive partitions in 
the last of which Poland disappeared 
altogether . Russ i a took Byeloruss i a 
and Ukraine and the rest we nt to 
Pruss ia and Austria. The Pol es fought 
b3ck : in 1794, 1830 , 1848 there were 
upsurges, linked with the revolut i onary 
currents sweeping Europe at those times 
wh ich combined social r e form with de
mands for national independence. 

THE COMMUN IST STANDPOINT 

The Communist movement founded by 
Marx and Engels valued and S\.lpported 
t he Polish struggle . Marx said, "the 
intensity and v i tality of all revo l 
utions since 1789 can be guaged pretty 
3Ccurate l y by their attitude to 
Poland." Engels wrote: "the r esto-
ration of an independent, strong Poland 
is a matter which concerns not only 
the Poles but a l l of us." 

Then came the imperialist world war. 
After Germany a nd Austria were defeated 
t he victoriou s imperialists created 
a Polish state including some t e rritory 
which the Ger mans had previously 
grabbed from Rus s ia before beginning 
a concerted war against revolut i onary 
Kussia. The Pol i sh r egime joined i n 
the attack and conquered further 
Russian territory i n 1920 . 

Fighting overwhel mingly s upe rior 
forces on many fr onts , Russia def i n i t 
ely had justice on her side in fight i ng 
Pol and defens i ve ly . Stalin wrote thot 
the so- called i nd ependence of countries 
like Poland , "i s only an illusion, and 
conceals the utter dependenc e of the se 
apologi es for states on one group of 
impe rialis-ts or another. '' This accu
rately characterises the situation at 
the time, but it also implies a rather 
contemptuous att i tude to the just· 
aspect in the Pol ish people ' s aspir
ations . 

In 1926 Pi l sudski carried out a 
mi l i tary coup d'etat and estab l i shed 
a f a s cistic regime, which ,attemp ted 
to r e a l i se its expansioni st a mbi tions 
in concert wi t h the German Naz is. Th is 
was appallingly shor t - s i ghte d, since 
Hi tler' s strategy inevitab l y meant the 
destructi on of Poland . Following the 
treacherous Munich agreement of 1938, 
Poland joined Hitl e r in dismembering 
Czechoslovakia. The USSR was desper
ately trying to un i te all forces that 
could be un i ted to combat the German 
menace. Concrete l y, they could only 
check Hitler by moving troops across 
Polish territory, but this Poland 
declined, while Britain and France 
obstinately refused to co- operate . 
At the end of its tether , the USSR had 
to concl ude a non- aggression Pact with 
Germany i n August 1939 . 

Correct in i t:se f, t!'te ?::ct: ho·•ever 
included an ir-plied agree:::ent on par
"ti -::ioning ?o::md in ~l:e eve:1t o: w:u-, 
~he USSR to t::Jke ~he predo-in~, ly 
!1ussi3.rl ~err· tories t:o tr.e e3.s of 1:he 
' ierten- Sug line . This is indeed wh:J.t 
happened . Such a denial of another 
county's independence is a concession 
th e Russi:ms should not legitimately 
h::1ve ma.de . 

Poland paid dearly for its ruling 
class' mistakes. The Nazi s delib
erately killed at leaast five mi llion 
Poles , over half of these being Jews . 

An exile government was set up i n 
London, wi th its own underground forces 
in Poland, the Home Ar my. Thi s govern
men t fe ll i nto a trap l aid by Hi tler 
when it broke with t he USSR over t he 
issue · of the Katyn g r aves, c onta i n i ng 
the bodi es of numerous Pol i sh of ficers 
a l legedl y massacred by t he Russ i ans, 
(The USSR argues that they were killed 

. by the Germans , bu t by a rrogantly 
dec laring the matter closed Russia 
seems to have something to hide : t h is 
has become one of the major i s sues 
crystallising Polish grievances today ) . 
An alternative Polish leadership was 
then set up, bassed in the USSR. 

In 1 'l44 the great Sov i et counter
offensive liberated eastern Europe. 
Ai ming to anticipate this, the Home 
Army launched an insurrection in Warsaw 
wh ich was crushed by the Germans; the 
Soviet Union, which had already made 
immense sacrifices, u nderstandably 
shrank from the risk of s uppor ting the 
rising, but many Poles now bel i e ve this 
to have been del i berat e. 

Russia, America and Britain agreed 
on the frontiers of the new Poland 
which in e ffect meant shifting the 
country westwards: i t lost the terri 
tories in the eas t which Russia had 
occupied in 1939 and gained land from 
Germany in the west , including what 
had been East Prussia, up to the Oder
Ne i sse line . 

POLAND TAKES THE SOCIALIST ROAD 

After t he war Poland t ook the road 
of sociali s m, but t he USSR insisted 
on ma i nta i ning tight control e sp eci a l ly 
over t he army, where leading posi tions 
were occupied by Russ i ans. 

I n the late ' 40s the US- insp1red 
Cold War _c r eated great dangers for 
world peace , but the USSR reacted i n 
a way which create d grave contra-

dictions: part icularly after tJie 
condemnation of Yugos l av i a in 1948, 
purges were c onduc ted t hroughout 
eastern Europe which in e ffect t r eated 
as e n emi es anyone who urged t hat 
soc i alism should conform t o the spe
cifi c condit i ons of each particul ar 
country . This damp ed down the deve l op
ment of vigor ous soc i a li st forces which 
could have res i s t ed t he spread of 
revisionism. 

WORKI NG CLASS MUST LEAD STRUGGLE 

1956 was a year of qualitative 
change when the Sov i et l eadersh ip took 
the road of revis i onism , and eastern 
Europe was thrown into confusion . In 
Poland, there was a great demand for 
change and Gomulka , who had been purged 
i n 1948, seemed the pers ·1 to l ead 
Poland in building s oc i al ism accord i ng 
to national cond itions . I n fact his 
period laid the f oundat i ons o f a Polish 
:-evisionist system wh ich was moreover 
entirely dependent on the Soviet Union , 
no~ becoming s oc ial - imperialist . 

Thus from the workers! uprisings 
o f 1970 through to the heroic events 
of the 1980 s i t has become c lear that 
Poland's national struggle against 
Soviet domination can ' t depe nd\ on the 
Polish revis i onists but only on the 
strength of the workers. Earlier 
Polish nat i onal s t ruggl es were led by 
aristocrats or bour geois. At the e nd 
of the nineteen th c entur y Enge l;; ore 
dieted t hat i ndepe ndence " can be gained 
.only by t he young Pol i sh proletar i at , 
and i n i ts hands it i s secure." Tod ay 
\•ic are seeing the t ru th of th i s . 

Co..U:. 1d. . fro-. f..-c~ p~ll-
and s tru g g l e among differen t f ac
tions (some of them favour ab l e t o 
compromis e with Solidarity) h as in 
essence b e en dismantled, w i th a 
great proportion of it s me mbers 
purged, and ot he r s l e a v i ng in 
disgust. 

The rev i s i onis t pa r ty could no 
longe r control t hings i n Poland : 
this is the simple fact, which has 
very import a n t i mp lication s fo r the 
whol e Soviet -bloc s y stem. So a ll will 
not b e joy in the Kremlin . 

THE RI S I NG TIDE OF 
NATI ONAL STRU GGL ES 

The revisionist - opportuni st bourge
o i s i e h o p e s that its rule will b e 
much mo r e s table and e ndu r ing than 
that of the traditional b o u r geoisie. 
Again st t h ese hopes Solida rity h as 
dea lt a p owe rful blow . The passion
a t e conce rn wi t h democracy, with 
building the union as a f itting 
i nstrume n t for working peo ple's 
i nteres t s , the revulsion ag a i nst 
op por tu n ism and the deep concern 
to p rev e nt it arising wit h in the n ew 
movement i t self, all these are epoch
ma k i n g contr ibut ions of Solida rity , 
w h ic h inspire all revolutionary 
strugg l es . Linked w ith this is a 
fur t her p r o fo und dev elopme n t w hic h 
f'o l a n d exp re s ses, that t h e new 
tren d o f r evolutionary nation al strug 
gles, w hich has the t hird world as 
it s ma in a nd l eading force , i s bub
b ling up i n the hear t o f Eu rop e. 


