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Draft Intenal atataent on the History of the ICL. 

The COID.IIliat Party of Great Britain was founded on lat Auauat 1920 as the revol
utionary vanpard P:~ the workin& clasa in Britain. Lenin had personally encoua 
aaed ita for.ation the unity of the moat ayst .. tic Marxist eleMnts alld the 
110st resolute flshters in the volttina class struale. 

With the assistance of the Third Ca.auniat International, of which it was a section 
the Party srew rapidly 1n numbers and influence and played an active part in workers 
atruglea before the General Strike of 1926 and in •biliaina people apinat the threat 
of fascism in the 30's. 

Later, particularly fr011 the ti• of second World War, el ... nta of ri&htist raviaior 
iaa besan to bec011e appare ... in the Party, and by the tiae of the sreat international 
strussle apinat lllOd.e-rn revisioniaa in the early 60 • s the CJGB had become a party 
irretrievably in the hands of a revisionist elique, a party of bouraeoia reformist 
politics betrayina the vo'dtina class more effectihly than the open "pnsentatives 
of the bouraeoiaie could do. 

~-~~ 
But fwm the same tiM that the revisionists draged the aiae of ~ Co-unia 

in the 111d, genuine Colalnista stepped forward to carry on the nvelutionary aiaa of 
1920. It is out of this historic struule to rebuild the vanauard party of the vonina 
class that the levolutionary C~iat Laaaue was formed, 

At first the banner of true 6-naniat struule in Britain was raised by Michael 
McCreery who split with the CPCB in 1964 and formed the Collaittee for the Defeat of 
Bevisioniam for Coaaunist Unity, Unfortunately ~r,~ with his untta.ly death 
in 1965 the vanauard nucleus fell apaat. 

From the lliddle sixties the aituation in the anti-revisionist movement in Britain 
was confused, This was partly as a result of anarchistic tendencies which had their 
social roots 1n the class nature of iaperialist Britain but which were also influenced 
by what have now become clear were neaative aspects of the Cult ... l Bevolution in the 
Peoples Republie of China. 

Tvo prosressive P&rtJ-builclina trends mated. One, -fro which many honest comrades 
rallied in the belief that it would form a aenuine rewlutionary party, was around the 
CPBML, despite the opportunist weaknesses of its leader Bes Birch, The other twand 
consisted of a sicnificant number of small anti-revisionist groups atronaly co.mitted 
to mass strugle in their local areas. 

The beat ele•nta of the first tretkl~ventu§_lly split with the leadership of the 
CPBML and formed the Cola.Uliat Workers IeJiti.•"Lpreaentatives of the second trend 
went throup a process of unity and strugle in tha Co.unist Federation of Britain 
(Marxiat•Laniniat) and founded the Revolutionary ~nist Laaaue of Britain. With 
the unification in 1980 of the ~evolutionary Communist Leacue of Britain and the 
Communist Workers Move .. nt, the two moat aicnificant revolutionary Coa.uniat trends 
in Britain have re-united in their dete~nation to re-establish the true vancuard 
Party of the workina class in Britain enviaaaed 60 years aao by Lenin. 

lllldll The Formation and Develoent of the• CFBML 
Tht orisbs of the CFB;l.ie in the Joint eo.ittee of Ca..mlsts, which was founded 

in April 1967 by a nuaber of local anti-revisionist sroups, These sroups did active 
mass work and •re coaitted to rebuildiq the ec-.&nist Party. However the JCC had 
many weaknesses. It emphasized the autonomous nature of the sroups to such an extent 
that the role of chairman rotated and the only centralised office was minutes secre. 
tary. A strona tendency to oppose the prevailina dopatiaa in the Marxist-Lenin .. t 
aovement reaul ted in opportunist confusion about even some of the most fund&Mntal 
principles of Marxi..-Leninisaa for ex&Dlple a statemeat adopted by the JCC in April 
1968 on Party Buildins did not even once refer to the vo'dtina class. 

In September 1969 the JCC fOiled the Communist Federation of Britain in a step 
which expressed the desire of aany comrades to make progress in n-buildina the 
COiaUliat Party. The new orpnization continued the mass work of the JCC and •de 
ao.e ~are•• in centralization with a Federation Committee and a peraanent elected 
Chairman and Secrebry. It produced a JIOnthly paper "Strugle" and later a theoretical 
journal, Marxiat~Leniniat ~arterly which appeared lrreaularly, Nevertheless the 
were t-
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lltllfthat aa all the a41Ya8eea wn, tllen wen al• l..witMlJ ~-
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tbe Leaaue, •11 Me:- a,.nnt to ---r• la a pnw"ul _, h tM,.•••...
Me. fll aa .-..r of oeotndlett-.. Tbe aharpeat of theM RI tt.e DY:~l:!l!lne ef an &aU• 
tea.,. f aetl• la tM leadenhlp of the · 4uriaa lt71. n.n wn _ &ftfta .-m .... 
.. tba to tlala. 

n. lndi.tCS:~ ~ Wl't eet od.._lly ....-tulata and eaell W a falTlJ 
1 lalattn7 of WltM.a a Manlat laalalat er-latt•. n. central fllllft .,.. 

• leclfen,.. MA..._ .,..._led Aetlaa SeftatuJ' la Oetober U77 ancS 5ecmltai:J la J__, 1971• Ill tbe Ceatnl c..lttee. Alttaoup la the put tbla penend ·bad-. ba4 
.._ lMl.t ... lbtt -...tlat aDCl e-..tat teadeaelea aD4 a teediDDJ to ultn-leftlat 
pelltl•l peeltS..., tbeM Mcl Mt la ...... 1 Men ant&lftlatle. tn tbe ftut 
balf et 1978 lda lMlnaall• toek tbl fea:a et anepaee, ... .._tradletlou oa tbe 
r.tttl•l c.Mtt .. •••• uta.,alatle. 'l'lda wu .... t.a&M wlth W.a .map to "'"mWIOJ:MI 
fna a l&qer _,.n._. Maniat-,.J.enlalat oqulut la ar.aotber eounti'J'. 

attltllde et e ·. ' Ilia vlfe c.o lDMr P&nJ atwal•• Me:- a eanenat 111 
elM eaune tbla de.-.nte4 late uanatnlae4. apllttl• dlneted aplut tM e&ltaa 
et the Celltnl c-Ltteo, UMI, vii8D tlw Ceatftl c..ltt .. 1 .. •••• 4l•lp1~ •aauna 
aplaat tld.a apllttl-. to opea defluoe .r lta •t.lllftltJ• 'I1Mt cue flf I'D. wa •••wlll&t 
dlff_....t. Ha vu not a eaned.at INt ha •• llllenl vlth IHfem' • eEEOEa aw ba1J. .-
.,....tlaJ' vltla ld.a pelltleal U.aa ~ ...... nelea towana .._tl• •• ' 
ben the Nlltradlctleaa beu.a DID fti'J' a!larp J .auddealy nftrted to ultra-leftllt 

llae .,...ba ~ t.._, et tbe thne wrlu, ud Jel.U r.«ern b defJlaa the Contnl 
eo.lttoe'• 4l.tpU.aa_., •aauna aplut a.dfon•a apllttl-. The tbree lnclltlduala then 
fened an .,.nlJ aiD doelared faatloa. '· ta.7 c1nulate4 a apU. i t • peal to all 
• ..,.r• tiNt o • utl• aaal.aat tbe aatberlty of tlaa CUtral c-lttee, theJ 
expelled. 

AltiWuaJa tbl antl•Ya .. G factS.. lAYOlftd oal7 tllne bdlvl-.la lt VU fllllte r 

nptlw te tbe VOI'k ef tlaa Cu.tnl C..S.tt.ae ud u. follt1aal ...S.tteo fol' •ell of 
1971. A,.l't fn. wd. Oft tbll Cellual c:-1ttM dM ta laapenoDM la baa411laa 
MftOU lndln•~atl• aDd a,tlttl• -na loadl .. ....-., tba f•tl• alao enateta 
eoafaal• ......... tMJ offft'M ~·t •l•U.. to •nala nal pnltleu. en polltleal 
llM, la tt. eoune el JIUttlq t .. ...._ala en puplJaa tM •la faatuna elf &M t11aaJ 
et tba tllne Wl'lu tba loa•'• IIU ...se .-. dlb&lat arron la aet &lYba ee'p attea
tl• la "., ... ...,. &ad pnetlw to ..,.. .... ld.tlah illllanall•' a latonatlenal eppnu-
1• aad eaplolcatt-. HoMewr t.nataa4 of ~ltaetlaa thla walmeaa aeeuntel. · • .,.u. 
atleallJ Wfallt ua4 lt to attellpt to nla& the --'"•tl• late an •ltra-left 11• • 
the la&enatlea.al altuatl• 1lldeb la effect eppeaad tlw tMOI')" el tba tbne J ·tela. 

Oil the nlatleaablp 1tatwen lal'tJ-IIulldlDa .... aaa won tbe l.eque bac1 ..._ 
la MJ 1977 8ftel' a lee fll ...,._.la • ld•loaleal u4 P'tlltleal .-.cl- but Yl 
ealJ wall lbJr.1 wltJa -·· wDa t.hla ... pu'tlJ d.- to l tl UMWD Mwles-nt ud pu:'tlJ 

_ to a uva lat attitude to ~ •u.•s.... .. n.r. alae a -...tie 
attltuee to tbl t prlaelplo of JMttba tM ..U 1 Jhala r •• woa ••• 
.... tlw t.Mutrial Wlltl. ewa. 1dd.oJa affectlwly ....... .., ether -·· ..mt. 
Ia addltl• tile La•aua •• founded la JaalJ te17 wllll, ,..ltlwl~ a .-y at ... ••• of 
Ml-·Z'J dleclpll•, 11111t, •aatlwly, saM l.apol'taftt --. ••• 111 oanMa ...... tllelr 
'•tU•• ialtlatlw and flndiaa &Mll' 1taubp ladepeadently. rue nlate4 to 
All ldeallat ewer ..,...,. - mtlel• and •lf-erl.tlel• bad lad to ·~ pad'•tl.U. 
vhlma al• •-..• t.. ,..._ .. et lll&epatl .. t.._, vltll pno&teo. · 

ltedfan labelled tllaM wabeaaea •• l'lsbtlaa IA4 eouGI'fttl• la ••• - and 
clalMd to pnMftt a •latt• ~ ..-Jalaa t• .... •Pne&t• la l'l't.aai'J'" f...n •• a 
at--. Ill clld tlda b an •ltn-Wt hlpeaeu •1 tMt cll41 tab& to atnaat~~ea the 
atJl• of latepatlq t._ .. , wlU. f!Ditlee. laateU lt teDctod te U.lJ tbat oouadea 
abeuld not .Ue nn U.,. undentootl &M pell., or 11• t•t .._ld •'• the won. Tld.a 
aln f..-ncl ledfen'a attapta to l.at....._ left•..,..tut•• 1'-svltboa& PI"'PII' 
-.l41ftatl•· 
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Distortions ia the Laaptla practice .t U.OC:ratic centnlia, which over •pbuiaecl 
centrali• to the relative ne&lect of duaocracy, were also an iaportant underlylq 
veakneas that becaM sharply manifest in t .be e.rsence of the anti•X.acue faction. 
Cbanps in the •••pwdlh• coapoaition of the atanding ceadttee anti its atyle of work 
were diffiaalt to deal with because of the degree of authority reser.ed te these five 
or sia comrades. In particular the policy of the atand.in& cOJBd.ttee apeakina at Cennal 
Committee .etinss with a united face was:•rtoaa case of OYSer centralia.. Fuller 
in.aetication and debate have ~de it clear that while the CFB was a.ervhelBln&lY correct 
to commit itself to the princtplet of leiiOCT&tic oentrali .. , there were •chanical weak• 
nesses in the way a ssyatea of leadership was set up which did not grasp that leaderahip 
111et crow and be strengthened over a period of tiM. tbia, coupled with a atrona eapbaaia 
on voluatary di1cipline and with tendencie• to do.-ati~ created a hichlY centralized 
oraaaization, with a strong revolutionar,r spirit but too vulnerable to the deaeneration 
of a few Pftple in the lead.ina core and too weak in individual initiative. Accordiqly 
various measures have been taken to proaote the practice of Co.auniat deaocraoy and 
tM democratica style of aeekin& truth froa facta, and to inter-relate clU~~Deracy and 
centrali .. better with the compl ... atary policiea of centtraliam based on democracy 
and cte.Dcracy under centralized pldance. 

The petty-bouqeois indiviclualiat and aplittiat conduct of the members of the 
facti<>d was thOrouply repudiated at a conference in Ma~h 1979 at which the sreat 
jajority of 11811lbers militantly affinaed th61r deteminetion to build the Laaaue as a 
fi&htina Y&ft&\1&1'd • C~iat eqaaizatioa. · 

Subaequently the Lea~Ue undex-toOk a rectification ataae that lasted over a year, 
directed •inly at errors of the outre and aimed at rejectina not only the incorrect 
lines associated with the faction but alao learni11 deepwr lessons to strenathen the 
oraanization. Although there were weakneaaea in the preMntation of thia lllOVUMmt due 
in part to inexperience of leadership as well as some otber errors. in the aain it has 
already proved itself a success in the aerious Oonn•nist ~ style of writieisa and 
self criticiam. 

Collective atudy of Mao Zedoaa's "On Practioe" previ._. the theoretical basia 
for eernctinc icleali• of a clopatiat kind while alao pardina apinat eiiPirloi..S 

The criticiAl of the "Bolsbevization" campaisn of 1978 helped correct a mechanical 
and idealist view of tbe structure of a Bolahevi1t eqanization, while •intainina the 
fun4.-atal value of cells as baaic units of the Leape where poaaible. 

In May 1978 the Central Committee unant.paaly paaaed some a.ndments to the ~·ii•• 
Manifesto correctin& among other thins• certain ri&htiat errors of political line that 
the faction had obstrlcted tt f ... cerrectlna by their aplitti~ 

A document on Zai" fundaJientally corncte(l so.e Hrloua ultra-left diftwtiona 
of our interuationall:t line that tbe faction had illpoaed on the Leacue and which bad 
caused conlaaion for some tiae. 

The Central Committee approved a • major lead streaaina tba l.aportance of the mass 
line as a c-rucial atyle in masa work and rejectina ultra-left criticiau of this fund..
•ntal prl.nciltle. 

A diacussion document on crltici .. ancl eelf•crltici .. att.-pted to atrenstben our 
ability • to use th•s principle too in a more t.a aaterialiat way and to intecrate it 
with a-- fundaamtally healthy claoeratio-centrallat inner party life. 

The Central Committee issued a •Jor lead correctina a ~ ... tic and pexfectionlst 
diatortion in our mass work which had cone beyond the correct policy of •n p ttemphasizina 
industrial WWBk to a Mrieualy Mctarlan polioy of effectiYely Yetoin& any other fom 
of 11ass vork. Thia had been a 11ajo7: feature wbich leU to the RCL beina founded without 
any deep U.nks with mass work. 



In the wake .t tbl' \Jiportant ~~nappnlaal tM Central c-ltU. neolftd to tue 
up antl-raclat ancl antl-fuclat won u a aeoea.c1 aatlonal priority ill ••• WHit. Oa the 
baala of tbla. already .-. Mtleeula prOift•• llu -- ..- la llul141ba llllka vltla 
aciYaacecl al ..... ta ef the natleaal ld.aert.ty ea rn •nltlaa, a nctle of the people vbD will 
uncloubtedly play an ntl'Uely lapcrrtut role botb ln Party buildl111 and ln tbe nwlutlcm
ary atruaal• •• a Whole. 

xdtal .u .. aa a result fJf fell..t.Da a .ore dialectical peliey on ••• wdt vh1eb can 
unite with pnsnaalve elemeaaa frea tha llicldle atrata, w haye Men able to play an 
l.Jipfttant part, toaether with othar ooaradea, 1a femlnc tha lrlta1n Kaapuea.a SUpport 
C&JtPI.ip, on one of the moat ~t ancl •••• hente atnglea aplut Sa9let and 
nal.al he.....,l• in the world today. 

an Inland the Central c-itt• eez:neted a rla!Kiat error ef aa eaauatially .-clal 
e....,_.lat nature. wbleb had failed to put tbe atru.ail• aaainat kltbh iaper1&11• ill 
norttt.m Inlaml finl.y ln the context of t!w at'N&al• of the Irlab people u a wbitla. At 
the .... tiM it eenected a Ullll&tlat errer whlcb .-ltte4 ua to QPl)'izaa the priDciple 
fill a •lnal• party for a aln&l• atate rl•iclly to nortbem lnlaR4. ln t!w w.ke of tld.a 
we abaw becOM INICh claanr about how we .--.ld pnMAt aateri.al on the ulah atna&l• 
in Jrltaill ... nbelai .. ly from the peillt of vln of op,..t.q Jrltlab illperlalt• rather 4'tfl 
than. particularly atnaalas any petty boul'l"i• w&UuHa h the nationallat JaOVeMAt ln 
a •Y that wuld ctaap the ain tlmtat .t the •terlal. Aa a result of tbia illpertut 
eelf-erltieal aaaea.,.nt, as wll aa of the ~aecl more fle:xtblt orientation on 11aaa ..a, 
W haYe llftll &nater practle&l ll\lpport to tbe l'llOY ... nt ap•nat Britiah iaperlall•'a 
national eppnaal• of the Irlab people. 

The naaaeaa.nt ef the blpertant ZS...bw ~~en vas dela,.a by tM .-plaity of 
the ft'ri.ew of ita alplflcuee and by a wakDeaar.:l.ii"ithft parte of the nctlftcatlon 
eaapaip as wll, vhleb lH to pnaentlna lcleolecieal ..-tlou too aaeh on tbelr 01m and 
too .. Mpar&te f~ pelltieal .. ationa. We .. affi!'ll the iapert&Me of &iYinc apecial 
RPPGTt to theM atmalbs asalnat the apnt1 of Brltlah baperlall• in southern Africa 
while not falllna into a leftlat ci8'Ylatlon MilE the intenatlonal 1ltuatlon ln the way tbe 
aatl-Leaaue fM)tioa tried to ..n ua. At the a81118 tlM future Wl'lt of tbla type ahouU 
fellow the ••• line better in the way lt la eqanllaed. 

Oa the pantoulu' .-at1• ef fi .... , we boa decld.ecl M Li) to •intala the excell• 
eat ...S.tMilt fJf our ctuea pellGJ vbl.le tr,1na to el'-i.D&te tbe .altra-left a:xeeaaes vhlcb 
~pd eo.r&dea' ..rale arul carr184 danpra of Hpu:atla u.a toe -.eh fraa the cu.at-. 
of the aaaaea la a aectarlan way. 

Cnbla ... atl-. will ••d to be lOOked at aore f.ally la tbe courM ef party 
•llA.IIc"'we. Alt"-ala the RCL baa earrlecl llb Ot&t a wry n-atantlal and poa1t1Ye 
nappnlaal ln •lJ' juat O¥er twlw Matba• th8 fact tbat tbla la not ee.plete in all ita 
aapeeta la not nPI'lalq. It hu 'beeJWe oleu tbat vblle then haw been ~t leaaou 
to awa up in our own Vfttt, 1rt any eases tbere bave alao been llnka with a far blaaer 
naana ... nt Ullftldlna la tblt interaatleaal C 1alat .,., .... t to oo:n:ect ultra left and 
ldeallat dlatortlona of Marxia .. Lenlnl• uaoo1ate4 with l.la 11• ancl tbe sui of four. 
Wblle then baw M8n 801111 rlptiat errora by 1nd1Y1clllal eauadea anti in lncllY1clual unlta 
fJf the Le .... aa well u 1n cenaln pollclea flf tbe Leaaue 1tHlf• ln the a1n facta haft 
Melt ahown that the aoat wl.aapnad prebla baa been a certain ultra-left and ldeallat 
trend of tld.Dki.Da wlleh has anlfeate4 ltaelf la JI&D1 •Y•• The call of the eentral 
co.aittH to pay particular attentloa to ultra-left 1clea11• hu tbenfon abeen juatlfled 
aa eaHRtlal for OGiftetlna a fundaMDtal cl1atort1on 1n bow we pan84 qalnat botb left 
and rllht errore. Strona aa tbe a4vanclea •• la tbe era aD4 CUA wen lt la clea~ that 
our Ylalllne• vaa nlatlftly 1IUlt qilaat ultra-left1D uu::l tbat tbla vas the neptlw 
alde of the valu.altle work clone in ed.tlclaba rlptla. 

At tiMe the nctlficatlon eupalp was PNMnte4 aa if tbe •la ala waa to erltl
elM ultl'a-leftld for lts own Aka in an abatraet ay -rather than tbat the •ln alii wa1 
to 1tnnatben our party llalldiq. Ulldoubteclly thla ade it 110re difficult foso eomractea 
to ••• the pnerally eorreet orlntatlft. Neftrtheleaa ....p wom baa now M8n done to 
abow t.M..,potentlal iapfttanoe of the n aaa .. .-nta macle daarlaa the nett.flcatlon stap. 
TbeJ Wft' not -tie anawra, and in aoat eases tMy DH4 atlll to be tranalatecl into 
aetloa ancl teated in pnct:lee. Nevert.heleaa then la nery nuon to beltne tbey vlll 
belp ua to build the PartJ .ore effectlYely and in a way tbat wdtea ....,_with 110re people 
.-lte alpt.flautly. 
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~ 
..Mnw all the fnlta llf tllle notlflcatl• a~, tM ••t blpfttant la wlt._t 

daultt ulty wltll tbe CWM. Wblle our fntenal dt ... aal ... wltla --.... fa. the CWM 
pl.,.S a ftlualtle put la helplDa te Ullderetud wlalcla anu ef our W1.tt neecle4 t t 

lq, lt la alao true that wlt.._t ~ Plocn•a w ••• •• la .,.~••111 .. certala 
wuneaMa of dopatl.a, pedectl-.l• aDd aectarlul-. unity weuld 11 not baw 
bee PMall»le. Alt..._ udeu._.ly w haw Mll*l our --.clee fna tt. l'i to .-z
atand .- ... atl- lt la lQfttalat t• • ...,., .. t!aat t• pnceee of Wllfleatleu Jau 
......... 1. 

'l'be ICL now face• a ·~ wlth lta \lftlu vith tllll 'u. We an detenlued to 
eaft1 fervan •tual .upPft't and •tul leU'Id.Da la our Wlltecl xnelutl.azy Wltt. 'I'M 
new altuatl• la wtd.eh then wlll be a •laale ualted natl-.1 tlan:t.at-1.-allllat ftplll ... 
atl• pn-t• aev aalleap an4 nn .,tlttmltlee fR fu:'t,-'-lldba and ... Wit at 
a -*- tt. ef aMQelbtl oentftfltetleu ta ldtala aacl la the wdct. We an detenined 
to Hi• tMM la a wdte4 tra7 aad aka fllftllltr Rltatantlal Pl'O,..••• la n-eataltllahlD& 
a nwl•tleMZJ" ~ C::tJJ '•let laft1 b adtala ol .. lJ linked wltb the ..maglee 
ef ta. ...... 


