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¢ Practise Marxism, and not revisionism.—Chairman Mao
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THE EDUCATION SYSTEM AND THE ROLE OF STUDENT YOUTH AND INTELLECTUALS .

Some notes for the use of comrades.

1st August, 1975
Introduction:

Today we are living in the era when imperialism i8S heading for
total collapse and socialism is advancing to worldwide victory. The
princiﬁlq contradiction in the world today is between the two super-
powers—-the United States and the Soviet Union- on the one hand and
the people of the whole world on the other. The people of the world
in particular the people of the Third World led by Socialist China
is the main force in adwvancing world history today. Imperialism is in
its final crisis. Indeed the year 1975 will see the victory of
World Revolution and the establishment of the International Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat. :

Be Bourgeois Educational System -~ whom does it serve and how?

The Bourgeois Educational System is an important instrument of
the dictatorship of the bourgeois. It serve to maintain the class
rule of the bourgeois over the proletariat and other working people,
The bourgeois educational institutions from the kindergartens to the
wriversities are places where the students are being moulded in the
image of the bourgcoisic that they apply the bourgeois stand, the
idealist viewpoint and the metaphysical method "in whatever they do.
The bourgeois education here serves the monopoly capitalist class in
training and indoctrinating skilled and unskilled workers for the
capitalist Industry. The so-=called higher education produces :

1 )Junquestioning functionaries whose role is to run the capitalist
system so as to make the maximum profit for the monopoly capitalist
class and 2)intellectual aristocrats whose function is to churn out
theories and interpretations that rationalisc the imperialist systen
and acts as the apologists for the ruling class.

A distinct feature of bourgeois education is its idealist and
metaphysical method. One-sided and static thinking is encouraged.
The real source of knowledge which is the social practice of the
masses - the class struggle, the struggle for production and scien-
tific experimentation - is glossed over. Instead, book worship is
promoted. The gap between theory and practioe is very wide. Tacts
accumulation is encouraged and not the correlation of facts which is
necessary to grasp the laws in things and processeaFor example, now
the bourgeoisie admits that the capitalist and imperialist system is
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facing a severe crisis, but they would not admit that it is its
final crisis giving their freason! that they have faced a severe
crisis 1in the thirties and got out of it. But then they 'foxrget"
that in the thirties they had the colonies where most of their bur-
den were unloaded. But today the Third World (the former direct
colonies of the imperialist countries) led by Socialist China are
standing uvp and demanding a new international economic order. Hence
by idealistically overloocking the actual situation they (the bour-
geoisie) indulge in wishful thinking and want the student youth
and intellectuals to indulge in the same.

In social sciences the bourgeois theories are nothing but a
"dialogue with Marx". They try to cover up what lMarx had already
exposed., The theory of class struggle is not at all taught and hence
the law of soclal develqpment is not nrasged. Hlstory appears %o be
a conplomeratlon ‘of the whims and fancies of kings and queens
whereas as Chairman lMao says: "It is the people and the people alone
who are the motive force in the making of world history". Political
Economy which has its origin during the hey day of capitalism and
was developed to a higher stage by the proletarian teacher lMarx is
now split into two subjects: Politics and Economics. Lenin says
that politics is the concentrated expression of economics. By sep=-
arating economics from politics the bourgeois political and economic
theories have no worth whatsoever. The capitalist system has long ago
reached the stase of Imperialism, its highest stage and now collap-
sing yet a student doing an economics course can get through the
course without coming across the word 'Imperialism' !

The teaching of Natural Science, BAngineering and Technology too
are clouded by bourgeois ideology. Since they are not combincd with
production they suffer from one-sided emphasis on. theory. Hence many
a graduate of Science and Engineering feel impotent when faced with
real problems though they can theorise on it. The students of Medical
Science spend the first part of their course studying theory devoid
of practice which to a large extent is irrelevant when the students
g0 into the ward in the second part of his course.

Bourgeois Educational Institutions are centres where anti-people
and fascist theories that rationalise the imperialist policy of plunder,
war and genocide against the people of Asia,Africa and Latin America
and the suppression of the broad masses of the working people in the
imperialist heartlands by the tiny handful of the monopoly capitalist
are concocted. This is where the "lowering of standard" takes place
and the mass media popularises them. Lxamples of such theories:

1) Pascist thoory on Race nnd Intolligonce which slander the
black pconlc as inhereat less invelligoenv Go yhwe white, the
Irish poople @8 Stupid and the British ﬁbrulng Class as xenophobic,

chauvanistic etc. The main representative of this theory here is H.
J. BEysenck, a professor in the London University. (Note: It is the
honour to our organisation  that when fascist Eysenck tried to dissem-
inate his fascist theory amongst the student at the London School of
Economics in 1973 some of the comrades from our organisation upheld
the guideline that "Fascists have no right to speak", stopped Eysenck
from Speaking and instead held a mass campaign to repudiate his the-
ory and the moribund bourgeoisie whom it served. This event sent the
bourgeoisie into utter frenzy because their ideologue was so thoroug-
hly exposed. They immediately instructed the mass media to launch
attack on the revolutionary students and intellectuals. The denunci-
ation of fascist ideologues such as Eysenck won support amongst stu-
dents throughout the country.,)

2) Theory of "doom and gloom®","population explos 1on“ “pol“* 10R
horror" and "Energy crisis" etc. These "doom and gloom" theorles are
actually the lament of the bourgeoisie when they see that the capit-
alist system is at its end., In order to dececive the students and
people they generalise their doom as Jdoom fox all.
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3) Complementing the above theories are the theories that att-
empﬁ to show that the Third World is poor because of their population
(which is a variation of the reactionary Malthusian Theory) and that
the way out for the Third World is to maintain the neo--colonialist
status quo and depend on the Imperialist"aid". These theories have
been thoroughly criticised and repudiated by the representatives of
the Third World Countries in the International Conferences (such as
UN Conferences on Population and Pollution and the UN Special Sess-
ion on Raw Material and Development etec.) The people of the Third
World, led by Socialist China showed that the backwardness and pover-
ty of the Third World is due to the plunder and exploitation by the
Imperialist countyies especially the two Superpowers. Led by the
Communist Party of China and Chairman Mao, Socialist China which
has the largest population in the world show in practice that only
by overthrowing the reactionary forces thatwere oppressing the people
i.e, imperialism, feudalism and burcaucratgpitalism, and with polit-
ical power in the hands of the proletariat and people that the forces
of production can-be liberated to deal with secondary problems like
population and pollution etc. Communists combined with masses will
indeed create "miracles" |

The Bourgeois Educational System orientate the students towards
pasging one exam after another for which he merely memorises numer-—
ous facts to be regurgitated at the biding of the bourgeoisie. The
spirit of seeking truth %o serve the people is lacking or subverted
by the emphasis on how best to gain the highest qualification to
ensure the prospects of a most lucrative job so as to be a "success"
Carecerist mentality is encouraged. Thus knowledge is_turned into a
commodity to be sold to the highest bidder.

In China, especially since the start of the Great Proletarian
cultural Revolution, education has been guided by Chairman Mao's
directive: “OUR HDUCATION MUST LNABLE MVHRYONE 20 RECEIVE AN EDUCA-
TION TO DEVELOP MORALLY, INTELLECTUALLY AND PHYSICALLY AND BECOME A
WORKER WITH BOTH SOCIALISTCONSCIOUSNESS AND CULTURE". A thorough
grasp of the proletarian stand, the materialist viewpoint and ‘the
dialectical method is encouraged. The emphasis is on political stud-
ies and the grasp of the class struggle between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie on the econonic, political, cultural and military
fronts. Study of the works of lMarx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Chair--
man Mao is popularised. Examinations, apart from acertaining a stud-
ents scholastic - progess and his ability to analyse and solve probl-
ems, takes into consideration his attitude towards study and labour,
adherence to discipline, concern for the collective and care for
public property. The student is also judged on whether or not he is
studying for the revolution and has an interest in national and int-
ernational affairs. To do this all educational institutions come
under direet control of workers, peasants and soldiers. Students
take part in production related to their field of study to cnsure
they integrate with the working people and maintain a proletarian
world outlook. Many students leave their schools and colleges to go
to the countryside to help to build socialism. They.cherish the fine
aspirations of defending and consolidating the dictatorship of the
proletariat in China, carrying out their bounden internationalist
duty in helping to bring about the final liberation of the whole
world from imperialism and all reaction.

B. Bourgeois Cultural Oppression And The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution.

Chairman Mao pointed out: "A given culture is the ideological
reflection of politics and economics of a given society." Imperialism,
being the highest stage of capitalism is characterised by monopoly,
parasitism and decay.Bourgeois culture in Britain reflect this vivid-
1y whichever aspects of it you examine -~ art, literature, music,film,
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e mass media (radio, T.V., press) etc. In the past.decade, the
igpid disintegfétion Sf the British monopoly cap;tgllst system and
the increasing inability of the moribund bourge0}81e to @old on to
the reins of political power has resulted in.thelr fever}sh Promo-
tion of the most degenerate culture’ in Britain. By so d01ng they
vainly hope to subvert the ¢ver sharpening c}asg‘s??ugg;ﬁv%p ﬁhe
country. The principle tarzet of this culturél §ab%¢?s?gpnjﬂ ?P%“ﬁw)
youth, the most vital section in society, To warp their wind, dlS:
Sipate their energy and sap their rebellious spirit, "pop cgltgre
which has as its core the abuse of women and the bgugggg;s indji-
vidualist philosophy of "doing your own thing" is actively encou-
ragcde Weird music, drug addition, POFNOPTADIY are some gf_the >
manifestations 0f this "pop rebellion" which the bourgcoisie cyni-
cally support as a "safe rebellion®!

The type of life style being promotecd +o the youth can be
illustrated by a typical recent pop Ssong called "Three Steps To
Heaven" which is very much popularisedby the media, It goes as
follows: %

Step 1 - you find a girl to love
Step 2 - she fallsin love with you
8tep 3 - you kiss her and hold her tight

Thus by giving this type of guidelines the bourgcoisie hopes
to send the youth along a "dreamy" path oblivious of class struggle
and thus divert thenm from actively pParticipating to end the old
world to build a bright new one,

Chairman Mao pointed out: "A cultural revolution is the ideo=-
logical reflcction of +the political and cconomic revolution and is
in their service," Learning from thé negative experience of Soviet
Union, where capitalist restoration has taken place, Chairman, Mao
has initiated ‘and led the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in _
China for the past 9 years to consolidate the dictatorship of the' -
proletariat by revolutionising every aspect of the Superstructure
and strenghtening the socialist economic base so as to carry the
Socialist revolution through to +the end. This profound political
revolution, relecases the initiative of the masses in particular the
young pcople by Smashing the four 'olds!' (old ideas, culture, cus-
toms and habits) and fostering the four 'nows' (new ideas, culture,
customs and habits). Tt shapes the young pbeople of China‘and the
world, the Successors of the revolution in the bright red image of
the greatest class in the history of mankind, the proletariat,
(Notq: The Revolutionization of Peking Opera in the rast 11 yecars
for this burpose i,e, films of theatrical works Such as: Red Detach
-ment of Women, Red Lantern, Taking Tiger lMountain By Strateey,
White-Haired Girl, On tho Dock, etec.). It was tho salvoes of the

Thought is Marxism-Leninism in the era of the total collapse of
imperialism ang when socialism is advancing to vorld-wide victory,
We in the Workerg! Institute of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung -
Thought are the proud children of +the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution and inheritors of the glorious and heroie revolutionary
tra ditions of fighting manking,

Ce  Orzanising Student Youth and Antellectuals - criticise and
repudiate the bourgeois and revisionist line in Organising students
youth and intellectuals.
being

Tradc unionism, a discase in the Labour movenent in Britzin is
brought into the Student movement by wvarious revisionists and bour—
gcois hacks in order to divert the student fronm grasping proletg-
rian revolutionary consciousness and genuinely upholding proleta—
rian.internationalism. Trade union consciousnegs is bourscois con- -
Sciousnese which means putting money in command incicad of pulting
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proletarian politics in command. The National Union of Students
(NUS) is the chief organ in disscminating this trade union cons-
ciousness amongst the students., NUS formerly known as a travel
agency for students is today pushed very much to the forefront by
the bourgeoisic. In the mid and late 60's there were massive
student upsursges recbelling against the oppressive bourgeois edu-—
cational system (c.gs L.S.E.-in March 1967) and also supporting
the struggle of the Asian, African and Latin Amcrican people
against imperialism. The demonstration to support the Vietnamese
pcoples atrugple, for examp}ﬁel g P ht out hundredsof thousands of
people onto the streets,/large sections of student youth and in-
tellectuals, In order to channel the studant youth and intellcc-
tual struggle along recformist line and away from revolution and
prolctarian internationalism the bourgeoisie brought in a refur-
bished N.U.,S., into the scene which began to cngage in predominantly
secondary or non-issucs (such as "a grant canpaign", "Against Edu-
cation cuts", "Against Anti-Abortion", cte.), while the principal
issue of prolctarian state power remained on the side line or as a
non-issue, Since 1972, this type of Union conseciousness is also
being promoted to the scuondary school stufients through the Natio-
nal Union of School Students (NUSS) in order to submerge another
trend which was rcpresented by the Schools Action Union. SAU which
did progressive propaganda amongst the school students is now de-
funct.

Various revisionist organisations such as the CPGB and other
Trotskyite . groups basically tail behind the postorior of the NUS
in their work amongst student youth and intellectual. Under the
banner of 'Broad Left' a ‘holy alliance' of various revisionist
and bourgcois hacks predominantly from thc CPGB and the Labour
Party today basically form the executive of the NUS.

Neo=-revisionist CPB (M~L) which call themselves Marxist-
Leninist also fall into the same catcrgory of supporting the trend
of kecping students within economic channcls! They wage strugeles
against Education Cutsby the bourgcoisie without asking the prin-
cipal question: Education for whom? While making errorncous class
analysis that the student is part of the workers and not constitu-
ting the petty bourgeois stratum the CPB (M~L) ncgate the nccessi-
ty for revolutionary student youth and intcllectuals to integrate
with the workers. In fact they say it is harmful for the students
to go and work in the factories!

CPE (M-L), Hardial Bains and Carol Reales showed their true
Tfeatures as revisionists and bourgcois agents when they attacked
comrades leading our organisation for stopping fascist Eysenck
from disscminating his view amongst the students. While the whole
mass media of the imperialist bourgecoisie attacked our campaign
to prevent fascists from speaking with obvious aim of restraining
our leading comrades from resolutely upholding the proletarian
revolutionary tradition and spirit, these bourzcois agents started
to do the same from within,

D. Role of Student Youth and Intellectuals — Role of the Workers'
Institute of Marxism~Leninism—lMao Tsctung Thought.

Chairman Mao points out: "How should we judze whether a
youth is a revolutionary? How can we %cll? There can only be one
criterion, namely, whether or not he is willing to integrate him-
gelf with the broad masscs of workers and peasants and does so in
practice, If he is willing to do so and actually docs so, he is a
revolutionary; othcrwise he is a non-revolutionary or a counter-
revolutionary,"

We must also rcalise that it is imperative to persist in
integrating with the workers and peasants in order to restrict
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bourgeois right, rcsist the influcnce of bourgeois ideology, culture
and life style and narrow the three major differences (between
workcrs and peasants, between town and country and betwecn mental
and manual labour.) ‘

The Workers! Institute of Marxism-~Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought
which has its origin in the student youth and intcllectuals move-
ment took tote correct road of integrating with the workers and other
working people. It was launched on the.20th of December 1974 with
the following five aims:

l. To practice Marxism and not rovisionism and to uphold pro-
letarian internationalism, This entails upholding the revolutionary
authority of Chairman Mao and the leadcrship of the great, glorious
and corrcct Communist Party of China over world revolution and re-
cognition of the nccessity at this stage for the cstablishment of
the Intcrnational Dictatorship of the Proletariat. Our guiding slo-

gan is: "China's Chairman is our Chairman, China's Path is our Path."

2+ To uphold the heroic revolutionary traditions of the prole-
tariat and people/ the world in their protracted struggles to liqui-
date class exploi%tation and national oppression and to reallsc the
ideals of communism,

3. To disscminate widely invincible Marxism-Leninism-}Mao Tse-
tung Thought.

4, To criticise and rcpudiate revisionism and other crroneous
trends.

5. To participate in building a gconuine party of the prolcta-
riat in Britain, moulded in the image of our Chairman's Party.

We enjoin every revolutionary student youth and intellectual
ko follow the path of the Workers' Ins 1tute and 1ntewrete bhcm—
eolves W1th the worquﬁ‘pcople of Brltaln and tho WhOlG world in
order 1o Smash _to Smithereens the old world of colonlallsmL_lqper—
1a118m and heremonlsm and bulld the. br;ght new world of socialism
and cornmunisn.
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